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The subgect order of the Minnesota Munlclpal Commission

‘makes the following changes in the pcpulatlon of the named .

units of government'

'The populatlon of

is lncreased by' <

‘& new municipality named.

 has been created with a PQPulationfof

| Ham Lake
56,108

,ToWnship ofrHam}Lakef'

4has been dlssolved.,f

,Off1c1al Date of the Order -

}Dther

o

Novembei 13, 1973

5

Howard L. Kalbel Jr.
,Executlve Secretary
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T-45 Ham Lake

BEFORE THE MUNICIPAL COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

" Robert W. Johnson - ’ Chaifman:

- Thomas J. Simmons - Vice Chairman
Gerald J. Igaacs Member ,
Robert C, Burman = Ex~0fficio Member
Albert A. Kordiak Ex~0fficio Member

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF ) ' '

- CERTAIN PROPERTY OWNERS TO INCOR- ) FINDINGS OF FACT,

~ PORATE THE VILLAGE OF HAM LAKE ) CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
~IN THE COUNTY OF ANOKA, MINNESOTA ) ' AND ORDER

WHEREAS the petltlon of certaln ‘property owners for 1ncorporatlon

of the Townshlp of Ham,Lake, County of’Anoka, State of Mlnnesota, as the

'Vlllage of Ham Lake was duly,flled with the Munlclpal Comm1831onrof the

 State of'Mlnnesota, on -the let day of Decembev, 1971 and

- WHEREAS, sald petltlon duly came on for hearlng before the Munlclpal

Vf,Comm1861on of the State of Mlnnesota on Aprll 4, 1972, 1n the Ham Lake :
"Town Hall 15544 Central Ave ; N.E., Anoka, ‘Minnesota. in the Townshlp

) vof Ham Lake, Anoka County, Mlnnesota, at 9:30 A.M p after propem notlce

"f‘thereof Was duly malled and publlshed pursuant to the requlrements of

Mlnnesota Statutes Annotated, Chapter Mlu, as amended, and at Whlch tlme

jand place many of the petltloners appeared in person and by thelr

- counsel Landol J.rLocher, Bsqulre, of the flrm of Babcock, Locher,

',,Nellson 8 Mannella, Attorneys at Law, 118 East Maln St , -Anoka, Mlnnesota

-

;55803, and verbal and documentary ev1denoe was glven to support sald

petltlon, there also belng persons present who testlfled in op9031tlon to

sa1d~pet1tlon W;th ev1dence,hav1ng been taken and test;mony havxngrbeen
heardvfrom,ali_those,appeafihgvand7indioating a desive to be heardiand'

certain exhibits offered were received into evidence; and
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WHEREAS, said hearlng of Aprll 4, 1972 was, ‘at said
hearlng, contlnued to June 22, 1972, at 10 00 A.M.; and
subsequently continued to the 9th day of August, 1972, at
10:00 A.M., at seid Town Hall, at which time and piacedmany of
the petitioners end their said counsel were present and presented

additionaldverbal and documentary evidence to support said

petition, with Dr. Ian Ball of the Metropolitan Council being

. present, who testified and presented exhibits with regard to

overall planning in the Ham Lake area,‘and there also were
persons‘present who testified in.opposition to said petition,
with ev1dence havmng been taken and testlmony having been heard

from all those appearlng and 1nd1cat1ng a des;re to be heard and

' ”certaln exhlblts offered were recelved 1nto evidence and the

"record was then closed.w1th the exceptlon ‘of population data, and

WHEREAS, an addltlonal hearlng on said petltlon was

_1subSequently called for February 14, 1973, at lO:QO,A,M., end

which hearing was continued, after due notice thereof having

been mailed and published, to March 1, 1973, at 10:00 A.M., at

said Town Hall, at which time and place many of the,pefitienere'
and their said counselrwere,ﬁresent and presented additional

'verbal and documentary'evidence to support said'petition, and

:there also were persons present in opposmtlon to sald petltlon,

with ev1dence haV1ng been taken and testlmony hav1ng been heard

vTefrom,all those appearlng and 1ndlcat1ng a desxre towbe~he rd and -

;certaln exhlblts offered were recelved 1nto ev1dence, and '

WHEREAS, the Mun1c1pal Comm1351on of the State of

Mlnnesota, hav1ng read and consmdered the petltlon hereln, havmng_

. heard and cone;dered all of the ev;dence adduced at said hear-

ings, haV1ngkcon51dered the argument of counsel for the petltloners

'herein,fahd the arguments of those in oppcsition to the petition

herein, and being fully advised in the premises,‘upon all the
files, records and proceedings herein, hereby makes,the‘following

'FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND ORDER:
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FINDINGS OF FACT

I,

The petltlon of certain property owners of the Townshlp
of Ham Lake, Anoka County, Minnesota, for the incorporation
thereof as the Village of Ham Lake was duly filed pursuant to
and in compliance with M.8.A, Chapter 414, as amended, and said
epetition,Was, in ali respects, proper and complete in form,

contents and execution.

7 IT,
Proper notices of the hearings on the petition of said
'.property,cwners for'said’incorporation of the Township of Ham
rLake, Ccunty 0f Aﬁoka State of MihneSota,ras the Village of
Ham Lake, was duly given as required by statute. The,Muhicipai
COmmlsSJOn of the State of Mlnnesota duly convened by a lawful
,'quorum,at the scheduled hearlngs.’ Many of the petltloners and
uethelr counsel and certaln perscns in opposxtlon to the petltlon ’
‘hereln were present at, were heard and partlclpated in the L
rhearlngs,' Documentary evxdence was consmdered and adm;tted
iﬁtc evidenceiat’the,hEaringsor ' 7
‘III“

The'erea to be incofporated as the village of Ham Lake

1nc1udes all of the Townshlp of Ham Lake, Anoka County, Minnesota, .

descrlbed as follows- v'

‘The Tcwnshlp of Ham Lake, known as Townshlp )
Thirty-two (32), Range Twenty—three (23),
Anoka County, Mlnnesota. . ‘

IVQ,’

7 The quantlty of land, both platted and unplatted,r~
embraced w1th1n the. foregcxng descrlptlon is approx1mately
2;,922.46 acree,

| V.
'Apprckimaﬁeiy 991.55 acres of the Townshiﬁ is currently

platted, with apprcximately'20,930(9l acres'being~unp1atted.

R - .




o N VI.
B | The papulatlon of the Townshlp of Ham Lake as per the

' Metro Council's 1971 estlmate is 3, 573 ‘persons, . the 1972 Metro
Council's estlmate ls 4,097 persons and testimony adduced at -

the hearings indicates a current population of 5,108 persons.

7 VII.
The assesse& valuation of the Township of Ham Lake,
’for the year 1971 was $1,926,747.00, and for the year 1972,
| as certlfled by the Anoka County Auditor, is $7 822,354.00,
' of whlch $2,107,427,00 (26«94%) represents platted lands and
| $5 714,927, OO {73.06%) represents unplatted lands, with a’

' steady 1ncxease in assessed valuation noted over the last

sevezalryearsh

|  vIIz.
| 'Tha'Township'ofvﬁam'nake ﬁas no central sewer or Water
. ;system,both such facllltles belng served by prlvate systems,—
however, the Township has had 1ts englneer, Paul K. Ruud P E.
complete a.prelxmlnary study Qf the sanltary sewage system |
,Vneeds of the Townshlp, '
IX.

Police protection'for the"Township is‘provided by a

'ffull tlme Townshlp pollce force, consxstlng of a chlef and oner»

'sargeant and also ‘there are several part tlme patrolmen¢ The
'Townshlp,has Ltsrown,squad‘car and pollse equ1pment~ '

B x’, " . .
Flre prctectlon 1s prov1ded by a volunteer flre depart~

‘jment conolstmng of a chief and about 25 volunteers..»There is

a Tawnshmp fire barn, 2 flre trucks and numerous flre fzghtlng

equlpment.

XX

 The Townshlp has hlred the services of a planner and

plannlng for future growth 1s in processr

P et e e i s e e menn
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XII.

The Township of Ham Lake has, until the last few years,

been primaxily agricultural and beyond the area of metropolitan

growth; however, recent development pressures, due in part to

- - the widening of State Trunk Highway No. 65 intoc a fout lane

able to protect the’health,,

highway, eptirely through the,Township, ptOCeeding to the Twin

Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul to the South, and inoreasiog

rpopulatlon ‘and development to the South of the Townshlp, have
, brought with. them needs for municipal serV1ces in the Township

Vof‘Ham Lake.

XI1t.

The Townshlp has several business establlshments, and

la few 1ndustr1al establlshments, located prlmarlly along State

"Trunk nghway No. 65, the number thereof havxng 1ncreased

steadlly ln the last few years._r

X,
It is antlclpated that the populatlon, assessed Valuatlon,

and re51dent1al commerclal ‘and 1ndustr1al oonstructlon w1ll

, contlnue to grow ‘&t an ever 1ncreasmng rate in the future.

xv
The Township has s'zoning_and comprehénsiVeruse plan

which iSibeing sﬁﬁdied and~Whioh'will be changéd in the near -

 future to accommodate current changes'and needs.

There is now, and will be in the immediate future, a ~

, need'for‘eVer increasedrgovernmental,service»in the Township

of Ham Lake and the Vlllage form of govarnment w111 be better‘

afety and welfare,of the re51dents

within the Towhship of Ham Lake.

XVII.

The area proposed to'be'incorporated can be best served

~ as one Village in the matter of CQmmunity,planning,'installation‘

of thoroughfares, street systems, sewer and water systems, fire

.’-5_;
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and pollce protection, recreational anﬁ other vital and

necessary commUnlty serv1ces.

XVIII;

The Township form of government in Ham Lake Township

is inadeguate to cope w1th,the’problems of urban and suburban

growth and development within the Township and does not

eff1c1ently and economlcally prov1de the necessary servxces

kfor the res;dents.

XIX.

The area proposed for incorporation contalns no

physxcal features whlch would render 1mpractlcal provisions of

'f munlcipal services to all parts of the area by the proposed

® lellageo s

'VXX;'

Therneme of the proposed Village is Ham Lake. o

XXI:

The Vlllage plan of government sultable for the area

iito be 1ncorporated 1s Optlonal Plan,A,

. o XXII ‘
It is in the best.lnterest of the publlc that the Town-

Shlp of Ham - Lake‘be 1ncorporated as a Vlllage S0 that munrcrpal

: serv1ces in the area can be more efflclently and economrcally

,prOV1dedfto'the”reslaenusfthereof.and.tobruturerreSLdents thereof. =

CONCLUSIONS OF IAW

I,

The Municipal Commission of the State of Minnesota

duly acquired and now has jurisdiction of the within proceedings.

II.

B The area to be lncorporated as the Vlllage of Ham Lake

is all of the present Township of Ham Lake, ‘Anoka County, Mlnnesota,

descrlbed as follows:
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The Township of Ham Lake, known as Township
Thirty-twe (32), Range Twenty»three (23),
~&noka Caunty, Minnesota.
III. .

The area to be 1ncorporated as a lelage is such that
the exmstlng Townshlp form of government is not adequate to
.prctect the health, safety and welfare of its res1dents, and
future re31dents in relatlon to the past and pro3ected growth
of the area. |

1v.

All of the area to be 1nc0rporated can feasmbly and
. practlcally prov1de for, and best serve, the needs for |
governmental sarvxces pxesently and as they become necessary

in the ﬁuture, as a Vlllage, and the area proposed for incor-

"porat;cn‘ms flt to be~g0vexned by a slngle;munlclpal government;

V.o

That the Townshlp of Ham Laka, Anaka Ccunty, Mxnnesota,; ’

ls now partlally urban cr subuxban 1n character and contalns
: undeveloped areas Whlch are about to become urban or suburban

in character.

VI. 7
’The area propose& for 1ncorparat10n presently has and
1.w1ll contmnue tc have a sufflclent assessed valuatlon to prOV1de
 the tax revenue needed to payAfar requlred mun;01pal;serv1cesa;
m; : -
The area proposed for lncorporatlon presently contalns

a sufflclent namber of people to allow efflclent and econom1cal

'pr0V151on of manlclpal services.
7 ; VIIL.:
fThe:hame‘dfrthe new mnnicipality'shall‘be the Village
 ”_‘of7ﬁam7Laked |
IR,

'~The'§1an of government»shallvbe Optional Plan A,

et
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X,

That, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Annotated, Chapter
414, as amended, the Municipal Commission of the State of

Minnesota, determines as a matter of law that it is appropriate

- for the Township of Ham Lake to incorporate as a Village.

ORDER |
Upon the foregoing FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OFVLAW,

and upon,all the testimony taken and exhibits received and upon

the record herein, the Municipal Commission of the State of

Minnesota, being fully advised in the premises, puvrsuant to

,M S.A. Chapter 414, as amended:

- IT I8 HEREBY ORDERED That all of the Townshlp of Ham;Lake,
Anoka Countyg Mlnnesota, more partlcularly descrlbed as: B
The Townshlp of Ham Lake, known as Township

Thirty-two (32), Range Twenty-three (28},
Anoka County, Mlnnesota, o

R be 1ncorporated as the Vlllage of Ham Lake.

- IT IS FURTHER ORDERED That the first election of offlcers
. in the new Village of Ham Lake shall be held on the 8th day of

January, 197#‘ that therpolllng place for the first election of

Cfficers shall be the present Town Hall of Ham Lake Townshlp and,

.that'the actlng Clerk for electlon purposes shall be Donald R

Heméuéb. The folloWLng shall be election judges for the flrst
election of offlcers '

Kathleen Mellas

~ Anna -Erickson
Ann Hentges
Harriet Peterson
Millie Rand

~ Bonnie Senger
Sandra Wisen -
‘Margaret Hogdal
Jeanette Braastad
Ann Roseland ;
Delores Rasmussen
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Alternate judges for the first election of officers shall be:
Martha Tomczak ”
- Margaret Sannerud
~ Marion Wojcieckowski
IT IS FURTHER‘ORDERBD’ That the plan of government for the
: new Village of Ham Lake shall be Optlonal Plan "A". ‘
; ',IT T8 FURTHBR ORDERED: That the population of the Vlllage
hefeinfcreated—shall be 5,108 persons for all purposes until the
next regular census.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:F'That the:Secretafy of the Municipal

Commission of'the State of Minnesota shall cause coples of this

ORDER to be. malled as provmded by law.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: - That a supplementary hearlng be held

'at a future date to be announced by the comm1551on to determlne
»Whether a spe01a1 levy should be authorlzed to meet 1ncrea5ed '
:rcosts due to the 1ncorporatlon ' |
: T8 | o |
Dated this )9 “day of November, 1973
MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL COMMISSION

- 304 Capitol Square Building -
St. gPaul, M:Lnnesota 55101

foard 1. Kalbel Jr:~
Executive Secretary

w2597

STATE OF M\NNESOTA
'DEPARTMENT OF STATE
FILED

NOV1 91973
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L 1-45 Ham lake
| MEMORANDUMNM
B ’ After exhaustlve hearlngs and dellberatlon the commission -
q€* o has today approved the 1ncorporatlon of the new Clty of Ham
o Lake.’ As the attachedyflndlngs and Order suggest, 1ncorporation ' [N

is manifestly required in order to cope with increasing—probléms

of urban and suburban growth. We wish to stress however, that
ianPPOPation'With its changes inrstructurerahd powers of local
government is ohly an oppoptunity to begin to solve those problems.

It_will now be up to local'leadérs and the newly elected council

© - to take advantage of that opportunlty

We urge 01ty leaders and offlclals to seek and utlllze the

v assistance and exper1ence avallable ln,AnokafCounty and‘at'the i;
. League of Minnesota Municipalities. In particular, we urge that 5
the_neWIy elected council adopt the county shoreline zoning LT e e
’ordinance by veference as one of its first items of busiﬁéss; N
{

These 1mportant env1ronmenta1 controls should not lapse merely
‘because of the change to mun101pal status.'
We also suggest that the new councll serlously con81der . B ;;,1‘7
 édbpt1ng,"Opt1onal Plan:B“ of city governmental organ;zathn | '
'puréuanf to M.S. 412,551,f This “couﬁcil—mahager? form of'government
:vié'aVailabié tbimunicipalities with a populatibn of gréater:than
lOQO persons and is urgently’recommended for thls formatlve period.

It is nowW, durlng the perlod of munlclpal organlzatlon, that the o

“,:profe851onal serv1ces of c1ty‘manager are most cruc1al., The optlonrf
”‘rof electlng off1c1als in odd year mun101pa1 electlona could also,

be preSented to voters at the,same speclal electlon sparlng the.

city the expense of conductlng,another 01ty electlon thls fall.
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