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1-49 Town of Lake Edwards

BEFORE THE MUNICTPAL COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

Rotert W. Johnson - ’ Chairman

Themas Jo Simmons - : - Vice Chairman

Rotert J. Ford - Member

Marvin Rau =~ : Ex-0fficio Member

Francis J. Murphy - Ex-0fficio Member
IN THEeMATTERlOF THE PETITION OF CERTAIN D I FINDINGS OF FACT;
PROPERTY OWNERS FOR THE INCORPORATION OF THE ) ; - -CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
TOWN OF LAKE EDWARDS TO BE KNOWN AS THE 9 , AND ORDER

,VILLAGE OF MERRIFIELD , S)

The aboverentltled matter came on for hearlng before the Mlnnesota,Mun1c1nal
Commluslon on June 29 1973, at the Crow Wlng County Courthouse, Bralnerd 7
,'Mlnnesota, end-was contmnued~to July~6, 1973,,at the samevlocation.e Chalrman'
Robert'W; Johnson ﬁresided at the first eeseion'until ﬁerabsehted,himself'
fherefrom,‘and thereefter Secretary Howard L. Kaibel, Jr. rpfeeided pureuent
_,t° a duly adopted resolutlon of the Comm1531on, and contlnued to pre51de until

: the completlon of the hearlng. Chelrman Johnson attended both sess10ns of thevr

hearlng, Comm1551oner Simmons attended the second sessmon, and ex—offlclo members ,

Rau and Murphy attended both sess1ons.

Petltioners appeared by and through their attorney F. Clark Witter Box 187, ij

Crosby, Minnesota 56441. Objectors appeared by and through,thelr attorney Bruce
A;‘Resmussen; Nieman & Bosard, P.A., Attorneys at Law, 1160 Northwestern Bank

Building,_Minneapolis,'Minﬁeeotar 55402.

«9573/

A A b e et T s

e T Yo g g

I
P |




D A

‘All parties were heard who desired to be heard. The Secretary,duly reported

',those portions of the hearing whieh he was required to report.
'The Minnesota Municipal Commission, upon all files, records and evidencee
herein, the report of the Secretary, the arguments of counsel, and belng fully
7 advised in the premlses hereby makes and i Lssues its Findings of Fact Gonclusions

- of,Law and Order.

 FINDINGS OF FAGT |
1. A petition for the incorporation of rhe Town of Lake Edwards’into the
i Village of,Merrifielo ﬁaa received Ey the ﬁinnesora_Muﬁicipal7Commission;oo.Maroﬁf
16, 1973. ’Said,petitioa Was,prOPer in'form, content, execution andvfiling;
:‘2. The hearlng on the proposed 1ncorporat10n was held on June 29 and July 6
1973 at Bralnerd Mlnnesota., Due, proper and adequate notice of said hearing
- was pub11shed malled and filed.:

3. The terrltory proposed for 1ncorporatlon is 1argely agr1cultural wood

mland and swamp, with,development limited to 1akeshores and the smallvsettlement of

- Merrifield.

, 497,Dévelopment'has_been concentrated on lakeshore'prOperty,‘WBich‘property is

HOW‘mostly developed.

5. The town form of government has adequate powers to deal with problems of
fire.and pollce protectlon, to prOV1de and malntaln roads and meet all of the

governmental requirements of the Town of Lake Edwards¢

6. The County of‘Crow Wing and the Thlrty Lakes Watershed Dlstrlct is adequately

providing‘for land use‘regulations and envirOnmental protection in the Town of Lake

fEdwards.‘
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7. A large but undetermined area of the Town of iake Edwards has a community
'of‘in;erest with the Village of Nisswa. Nisswa. provides a commercial ceoter, churehee,
- :5chools, Service'clubs; ,recreatioﬁal programs and oﬁher Services'andractivities'

for this area. Nisswa providesra follrrange of municipal services for its residents.
| !-8.: The~bouedary of the propoeediviliegercuts throﬁgh eleven lakes which eerve'r
as the focus of interest of the 1akeshore re51dents.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The:territory prOposed for incorporation'is nor now urban:or suburban in
,character, nor is it about to become 50.
2,, The town form.ox government is adequate to prov1de for the publlc health
safety and~welfare, ,
3. All‘or’parﬁ of‘the territory.propoeed for incorporatioﬁ wou1d beiBetter'
served by annexatlon to the Vlllage of Nisswa,‘Mlnnesota.
: 4; The pr0posed boundarles ‘are arbltrary'and irrational, aod do not take into

"'aCCOPnt the natural featuresof the area.

5.  The Minnescta Munieipal’Commission should issue its Order denying the proposed -

incorporation.
, ORDER ‘
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED' That the proposed 1ncorporat10n of the Town,of Lake

Edwards be and is hereby denled

Dated thisr day of October, 1973a

MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL COMMISSION
304 Capltol Square Bulldlng

Howard L. Kalbel eJr}
Executive Secretary
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