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| UHEREAS: Ralph Bledsoe was one of the unsung henoes of Wontd Won T1; and

. WHEREAS: Raﬁp&‘BﬂadMg was a U, S. Ay operations officer with the 787th Engineen )
S ~ Petroleum Distribution Co. Ln charge of pipe-Line suppont o the gront Lines; and

WH‘ER?:’AS: {a@é’, ;wc‘os not ge,tﬁng o Zthe ﬁ?',aoni Lines fast enough; and S ;
‘WHEREAS: "Ra,ﬁ;ak BRedsoe devised a method, through wse of a series of centrifugal ﬁufn;ﬁzs,, B

that increased the §Low of fuel by 12,000 bwwels a day between Cherbowrg, France,
and Mainz, Germany; and - _ : : T

WHEREAS:  this was the first time in history that centrifugal pumps in @ series had beew |
© o used on such a Large scale; and R R

| WHEREAS:  the ingenuity and expertise of Rabph Bledsoe was a eritical facton in winning
Do - Xhe fuel supply batile, g:md thus in helping to win the Battle for Euwrope; and

WHEREAS: « bfaéa{ée:tlmaug&' in A;zmy ,bmaauckacy was Mﬁd,ﬁﬁg ic’cchzércawch when, on September §, f‘*??é’ , ‘f |
A Ralph Bledsoe was awanded the Legion of Menit, an honor recommended in 1945;
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NOW, THEREFO

; , RE, I . Wendetl R. An&mm, Governon 05 ithe State of &f#ﬁrma&@ta,f do héftebg ‘maé;ea;im .
- Sunday,. Qotaber 14, 1973 %o be B - ‘ * B

RALPH BLEDSOE DAV -

v epbsgte e e A AT

1 in Minnesota,

1IN WITNESS WHEREOF, T have hetennto set
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the
State of Minnesota Lo be affixed at the

in the yean of owt Lond one thousand wine 1
hundred and seventy-thiee and of the State. | -
the one handred and {ifteenth.
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State Capitol this twelfth day of October R



