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BEFORE THE MUNICIPAL COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

Robert W. Johnson - . Chairman

Robert J. Ford Vice Chairman
Thomas J. Simmons =~ -~ Member -

Idor A. Pederson Ex~Officio Nember
Robert Wright Ex~0fficio Member

IN THE MATTER OF THE RESOLUTION) o o
FOR THE ANNEXATION OF CERTAIN ) FINDINGS OF FACT 4
LAND TO THE VILLAGE OF OAKX PARK) 'CONCLUSIONS OF LAW b
HEIGHTS : : ) AND ORDER >

I T T -

The abovewentltled,mattel came duly on for heallng before the é_

Mlnnesota MunlClpal Commlss1on on various dates subsequent to the

flllng of the orlglnal resolutlon hereln. That said resolutlon ST 'foﬁ o

was subsequent]y EXpanded by the Mlnnesota Munlclpal Comm1551on and- f
consolldated w1th Minnesota Munlclpal Comm1551on No. A-2196 (Lake Elmo) é
and Mlnnesota Munlclpal CommlsSLQn,No. A-2197 (Bayport), and that B v f;‘ ,'ﬁ 'f.ﬁ
the files involving the Oak Park Heights proceedlng were Minnesota L e

Munlclpal Comm1551on Nos. A~l725 and A»l734, that there was. a

St

con51de1able number of hearlngs on said respectlve commission files
and that subsequent,to thelr’consolldatlon, the last hearlng'was held
on the 13th day of July, 1972, at the Washlngton County Office Bulldlng

in the Clty of Stlllwater.'

That on sald last hearlng date Comm1581oner Robert W. Johnson

pre51ded at sald meetlng and Comm:ss1oners Robert J. Ford and

BRI A I S I SN XON S

Harold T Dahl were present together w1th Ex—Offlc1o Members

A. B. Schaefer and Idor Pederson, both Washlngton County Comm1591oners.

Appearlnq for the Vlllage of Cak Park Helghts was attorney

4 51| bk ¥ et i

Lyle J- Eckberg, for the V;llage of'Bayportrwas attorney John H.

Rheinberger; for the Village of Lake Elmo was attorney Donald T. Raleigh;! - . I;'vv




and for the Town of Baytown was attorney Esther M. Tomljanovich
Upon the ev1dence adduced at ‘the hearlng, upon. the brlefs of
counsel and upon all illes and reeords herein, the Commmssxon makes

~ the following:

FINDINGS OF :vAeT '

Vl.r‘Thatrthe notices of hearing in the said above Qroceedings
were all given pursuant to law.

;2. That the approx1mate number of res;dents re51d1ng in the

area proposed to be annexed to the Vllldge of Oak Park Helghts in

R the expanded petltlon is 800 persons.'

e3‘7'Thai the area proposed for annexatlon contalns 3,000 acres -

. MOre or less.

4. That said area is now or about to become ‘urban or suburban

~in charvacter.

5. That said area is without governmental services except fov

: fire:protection fuﬁnished by Beypobt and police'pPOtection'furnished

e:by the Sherlff's Department of Washington County
, 76., That sald area is w1th1n ‘the present limits of the ‘same
rischool dlstrlct as the Vlllage of Oak Park Helghts.
v 7.e That the needed govarnmental serv1ces for seld area except
as hereln staied can best be prov1ded by the Vlllage of Oak Park o
»Helghts.a o 7~
| 8;AkThet fhe:propesed aenexaﬁion Will have no adVerse effect W

“upon ahy*communityradjacent to the area sought to be annexed;
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8, f Thaﬁ,the,Tcwn of Baytown's foom Qf government is
inadequate to provide the gévewnﬁehﬁal services now necessary
'ow,whiﬁh will bhe necessary iﬁ Tthe near future, ‘
10. That Section Seven (7) of the avea proposed io be
annexed is located North of the Lake Elino Airport and lles adjacent
to the Vlllage of Lake Elmo and can be sJest pfOVlded Wlth needed
gcvernmental snrvmces by the Village of Lake Elmo.
 , 11-‘ That the following deséribed'abutting’area‘is nbw onr
;_15 about to beoom@ urban or suburban in character and would be
"better sevved by the Vlllage of Qak Parc Heights: 4
“1z. 0 The NortheastkQuartar‘(NEﬁ)‘of the,NbrtheaSt'
i »Qﬁarter (NE%} of Sectioh’ﬁin&f(Q}, T0wnshiP‘ |
 ‘Twénfj~Nine,(29) Nbbth"Rang@ Twénﬁyy(ZO)VWést;

o 13.. That the populatlon of the area herein ordered annexed

. to the Vlllage of Oak Park Helghts is approx1mate1y 300.

| 'lﬁf That McDonalds Lake which 1s divided by the annexation
, herelnkcrdered, is a non—meandered lake wmth a very limited
:  watevshed and wzll,not be,adversely affected by lncluslon WLﬁhin
~ﬁobe’tﬁan Oné4municipality;: Counsel for the Vlllage of Lake Elmo

- and the Vlllage of Oak Park Hemghts stlpulated that the boundary

_ here&n ordered leldlng the 1ake was the most aceeptable alternatlve"

”:Exgert opxnlon of “the Washlngton County Planner was that guch a';”;i,‘

'd1v181on would not cause dralnage oy other problems of 1ake and
i,'land use. No party or person testlfled in oppos1ilon to thev~;

-lelSlon as hereln crdered
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CONCLU%TON“ OF LAW

1. The Minnesota Munlclpal Comnission has duly acqulred
and now has jurlsdlctlon of the w1th1n proceedlngs. -
2. Municipal govermment of the area herein annexéd is
bequibéd to protect the public health, safety, and welfare.
3. The area herein annexed is so conditioned and éoilbcated

as to be properly the subject of munlolpal government by the

’; Vlllage of Oak Park Helghts.

4.' The 1nterests of the Vlllage of Dak Park Helghts and

of ihe area hereln annexed wOuld be best served by annexation

- of said area to the Vlllage

'5 The area hereln annexad 1s or 15 about to become urban

op suburban in charactep

6. The,townshlp,form of government is not adequate. to meet -

B therpﬁleems fdund to eXist in the érea héreinrannexed;~

7. The annexation w1ll not materlally affect the ablllty

of the Townshlp of Baytown to prov1de governmental sepv1ces for

f the balance of said iownshlp

8. - That the f0110W1ng descrlbed area would be better served

,by the Vlllage of Lake Elmo:

Sectlon Seven (7), Townshlp Twenty~N1ne (29)

North, Range Twenty (20) West.

g, That the area proposed for annexatlon should be 1ncreased '

by 1nclud1ng the follow1ng descrlbed area:
The Northeast Quarter (NE%) of the Northeaqt
N Quarter (NE«) of Sectlon‘Nlner(S), qunshlp
~’7 Twenty~Nine (293 Nowth, Range Twenty (20)‘Wést.

10. An order should be 1ssued by the Mlnnesota Mun1c1pal

CommlsSLOn annexmng the area proposed for annexatlon as modlfled
_abOVe to the Vlllage~of Oak Park He;ghts and prov1d1ng er an

election on the guestion of annexation pursuant'tb;the,requiremé@ts

of Subdivision 5 of Section 414%.081 of Minneséta‘Statutes}
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ORDER

- IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: That the fcllowing degcribed tract
-of land s1tuaied in the Town of Baytown, County of WashlngLon,'

State of Minnesota, to-wit:

Commencing at the Northwest corner of Section
Six (6) (being the Northwest corner of the
Town of Baytown), thence South along the West
line of Section Six (B) to the Southwest corner
of Section Six (6); thence East along the South
line of Section Six (8) to the Northwest corner
of Section Eight (8); thence South along the 7
West line of Section Eight (8) to the Southwest
corner of said Section Eight (8) being the p01nt
of intersection with County Road No. 14, thence
‘East and Northeast along the centerline of County
- Road No. 14 until its intersection with the
centerline of County Road No. 67; thence northerly
along the centerline of said County Road No. 67
. to the Southwest corner of the Northeast Quarter
- of the Northeast Quarter of Section Nine (9); -
.~ thence East along the South line of said quarter
quarter section to its Southeast corner; thence
“North along the East line of said guavrter quarter
-section to its intersection with the west line ,
- of the Village of Oak Park Heights; thence Northerly
along the Westerly line of the Village of Oak Park
Hedghts to its point of intersection with the North:
line of the Town of Baytown being also the North line
of Section Four (4); thence West along the North line
: of +the Town of Baytown along the Sections Four (4),
. Five (5), and-Six (6) to the point of beginning,
all of the above-being in Township TWenty—Nlne (29)
'North of Range Twenty (20) West ' )

'be and the same 1§ hereby annexed. to the Vlllage of OCak Park Helghts.

Tl i - P e -

| IT 18 H}R‘fﬂm ORDERED: That a public electlon be held on the
>7%a day of August, 1973, at thg,Washlngton County Palrgounds (Hpoley 
'Buiiding) in the Town of Baytown at'which voters residing:within thé
| area annexed shall be entltled to vote for or agaldst said annexatlon

to be conducted as prov1ded by law.

IT I8 FURTHER 'ORDERED: That the populatlon of - the Vlllage of
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Qak Park Heightsrbe increased by 300 pemsons to 1,538 for all

purposco until the next state or federal Census.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That all monies in ihe general fund
and other assets of the townshlp shall »e divided on Lhe basis of

the'ratio of the assessed valuatlon of the avea annexed to 1he

7rasseSSed valuation of the property remaiﬁing in the'township.
- This accouﬁting shall take placé within thirty (30) days of

'1 certification of the résultsrof the above ordered election.

.T.T IS FURTHER ORDERED: That any 1878 state or f'ederavl aids

or rebates PeCPlVGd by the townshlp aftsr the date of this Order

shall be lelded on. the ba81s of the ratlo of’the populatlon ,
annexed to the populatlon remaining in the townshlp.r ‘This

ccountlng shall take place w1th1n thlrty'(SO) days of recelpt

of such alds

I Ts FURTHER ORDERED: | That the effective date of this Order

- ghall be May 29, 1973.

Dated this 31t day of May, 1973

- MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL COMMISSION
304 Capitol 8quare Building
- Salnt Paul, Mlnnesota 55101

@
M@w@m \‘ié?ﬁ 0/ mﬁ |

 Howard L. Xaibel, JT
Executive Secretary

STATE OF MINNESOTA
' DEPARTMENT OF STATE
FILED

MJMQH 5

-~ Secretary df State
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MEMORANDUM

The purpose of the legislature in establishing the Minnesota
Munisipal Commission is outlined in the opening Section of Chapter
4143 ' ' |

L T - "The legislature finds that: (1) sound urban development
e SRS BN 7 is essential to the continued evonomic growth of this
B U . state; (2) municipal government is necessary to provide
L RN the governmental services essential to sound urban develop~
SRR ment and for the protection of health, safety, and welfere
PR in areas being used intensively for residential, commercial,
A ' industrial, institutional and governmental purposes or in
areas undergoing such development; (3) the public interest
regquires that municipalities be formed when there existe
or will likely exist the necessary resources to provide
for their economical and efficiant operation; (4) annertlon
to or consolidation with existing municipalities or
unincorporated areas unable to supply municipal services
~ should be facilitated; and, (5) the consolidation of
,'municlpalltles should be encouraged. It is the purpose ,
of this chapter to empower the Minnesota Mun1c1pal Commission
to promote and regulate development of municipalities so.
that the public interest in efficient local governmenf will
be properly recognized and gerved."

‘xﬁ aucemptlng;hquulfmxl this mandate in this area in Washingtoﬁ
‘Cpunty, the Miﬁnesota_MunicipglrCommisSion has considered and delibératedi
}at great 1ength ﬁor'séveral yeérs. The three orders iséuedrtoday | i
répfesentlour beét'judgmeﬁt'aé to hﬁw "thérpubiic interest in éffiéient
local goﬁernmenﬁrwill be properly récdgﬁized and Served?,,,Theq.r

. fesidenterﬁersrih,thé tcwnship willrnOW'havezan.opportuni?y~tQiV¢¢e -
on A these de;ermlnatlons. | | o

- The Townshlp attorney and OfflClalS have algued strongly that

7ultimate,solut;on 1n this area Should,be one gbvernment ratherjthan I
:rtWO or’threé.i’They‘haVeuindicated that'they would havérno objectionsi
to merger if Bayport and Oak Parh Helghts would also- agree to 35 ? {;;"
yrconsolldate.: ‘This was also the conclu91on of plannlng experts frOm o REe o
the Metrcpclltan Council in a study done at the regquest of the if 1?

commission as early as 1968. While we do not wish to pté—judge—r ' el
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our ¢onclusions if such a proceeding werse initiaked, we strongly

urge the municipal councils and the resident voters of these two

€

cmunicipalities to file petiﬁicns giving the Commission thexjurisdictioh
to consider sﬁﬁh a consolidation., The commission 1s pot empowered
 to act on its own initiative.
Today's decision is a major step in the direction sought by

«
-

rownship officilals. It reduces the number of governments involved

T A b, e et b

from three to two. It is a comprehensirze boundary sgolution eliminating

A Bitpeiranaemim S e i .

the need for expensive unending battles over "piecemeal" annexations. - §{

S  The 1968 Metropolitan Council}Study'appxoved a similar division as ‘~§L
e an “interim solution", If approved, the former township residents ;
Cr will be able to petition the commission for comsolidation of the two ]
S remaining villages.
ff?  We urge the Villages involved to establish a rural-urban service - o
= ‘district under Minnesota Statutes, Section 272.67, to assure the Lo
- most equitable tax benefit ratio to all of their citizens. We also
o urge them to consider contracting with the capable and efficient j
b offices of the Washington County Planning Commission for advice and
e “assistance in establishing a comprehensive unified approach to
o community planning and development. L.
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