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Minnesota Water Resources Boa.rd 
555 Wabasha. Street 

Room 206 
Stq Paul, Minnesota 

55102 

:r.n the Ma.tter of the Peti tio.n 
for the Establishment of the 
.Rush and Goose Creek Watershed 
District (Parts of Chisago, 
:Csa,nti, at'ld Pipe Counties)~ 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONC~USIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER 

A nominating petition, initiated by more than fifty 
freeholders of the wa.ters-hed area of Rush and Goose Creek 
Watersheds in parts o:r Chisago, Isanti. and Pine Counties, 
was filed with the Mit:i.nesota Water Resources Boa:ra, 
hereitiafter referred to as th~ MWRB. on December ~1, 1971, 
p;r,ayi:ng for the establishment of a watershed district, 
all pursua:r1t to Minnesota. Statutes 1971, Chapter 112., 

The petl t.io:n states tna.t the proposed wate:rshed 

district is .needed to conserve the natural resources of 

the a:rea withi"n the proposed water.shed district, provide 

a plan for the orderly m.anagem.e,nt of waters for all 

bebeficial purposes, and for such further purposes as 
described in the petition. 

The petitio:b states the necessity for the watershed 
district, asks for the a.p-poitrtment of mana.ge:rs thereto, 

a:nd that the MWB.B establish the proposed waters.hed distl:'iot~ 
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Th~ instant matter was previously before the MWRB, 

which proceeding was dismissed, The events in this matter 

were as follows: 
OJ1 M~y 24, 1971, a nominating 

petitioYl, validated by the Chisago 

County Board of Commissioners, seeking 

the establishment of a Rush Creek 
Watershed District. was filed with the 
MWRB; subsequently, the petition was 
amended by the above petitioners arid 
filed with the MWBB on September 17, 
1971, praying for the establlshment 
of a watershed district to be known as 

the Rush and Goose Creek Watershed 

District, ancl for the appointment of 

a Board of Managers thereto, 
The MWRB ordered a hearing on the 

cpetitic.n for November 18, 1971, at 
10; 00 Af>M, , Ce.nt:tal Stande:rd Time, in 

the downstairs meeting room in the 
Rush City Municipal Building, Rush 
City, Minnesota, 5.5069. There being 
an error in the MWRB's Notice of 
HearitJg, dated October 22, 1971, the 
MWRB caused publication of an Amended 
Notice of Hearing and Contj.nu.ance of 

Board Hearing~ A referee of the 
Boa.rd conti.nued the November 18, 1971 

hearing to December 11, 1971, at 
10 \ oo A,M ~ , Central Standard- Time, in 



the Gymnasium of the Rush City High 

School, Rush City, Mixmesota, 5.5069 ~ 
O.n December 11, 1971, at the 

prescribed time and place, the MWRB 

referee opened the hearing at Which 
Mr. Li.nt'l Slattex1gren, Chisago County 

Attoroey, appeared for the petitioners; 
a.nd Mr. John Sharp, Attorney 0 Pine City, 

appeared fo:r certain landow.ners in 

Pine County; 

The Board of County Commissioners 

of Chisago County at the hearing sub

mitted a duly authorized resolution 

. withdrawing its petition, as amended, 

all il'l accorc:lanoe with Minnesota 

Statutes 1971, Section ll2.37t Bubd. 5, 
O.n December 17, . 1971, the MWRB, 

by its Order, dismissed the proceeding 
i.nstituted by the Chisago County 

Board of Commissiot1ers asking for the 
establishment of a Rush and Goose 

Creek Watershed District, 
The MWRB, on May 19, 1972, ordered a hearing 01:1 said 

:nomtn.Sl.ti:ng petition filed by the freeholders to be held 

on July 8, 1972, at 10:00 A.M., Central Da.yl.ight Time,· 

in. the Rush City High School Auditorium., Hush City, 

Chisago County, Minnesota, 55069. 
The MWRB held its heartng ot1 the me.tte:r pursuant to 

its Notice of Hearing, otJ July 8, 12, 13, and 14, 19?2, 
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Appea.:ritig with the MWBB was M:r~ Erling Weibe:rg, 

Executive Secretary, St. Paul.; M:r. Frank Murray 0 St, 
Paul, appeared as attorney for the petitioners; .Mr~ Linn 
S1!3.ttengre.n. Chisago County Attor.ney, apl)eared on behalf 

of the people of Chisago County at the request of the 
Chisago County Board of Commissioners; Mr. Ba:r.ry Blomquist, 
No;rth Branch, appeared as attorney for the Chisago Cou'(lty 
Farm Bureau, the Harris Farm Bureau, and miscellaneous 
perso.ns interested tn the matter; Mr. John Sharp, Pine 

City, appeared as attorney for certain landowners and 

the Village of Rock Creek. Other persons appeared in 
person or by filing written statements, some for and some 
against the establishment of a watershed di.strict. 

The MW.RB having hea.:rd the testimony and evidence 
offered and having duly considered the same, and having 
co,nsidered a.11 the :records and files of the Board relating 
to said. .nomi.nat it'lg petition, a11d all other da.ta ava~la.ble 
rela.ti.ng to· the matter, .now makes the followi.ng FINDINGS 

OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW) AND ORDER: 

I 
j 

l 
J r 
{ 



i 
;. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I, A duly executed :nomi.nating petition by 194 resident 

freeholders of the Rush Creek and, Goose Creek 

Watershed areas, which a.re located part;ly in Chisago 1 

Isat1ti and Pj.ne Counties• was filed with the MWRB 
o:n December 21, 1971. Filed with the nominating 

petitio.n We!'e the required proofs of service. The 

:nominating petition was subsequently amended e,t the 

heari.ng by the -petitioners. 

lI, The County Audi tot's of Isantt ano. Pine Counties, 

from their records, certified that none of the 
-petitioners were freeholders of their res-pective 

counties, accordtng to the records in their offices, 

III. The County Auditor of Chisago County, from her 
records, certifled that 194 petitioners were 

freeholders or Contra.ct for Deed holders, accord.ing. 

to the records in her office. 

IV, The Director of the DivisiotJ of Waters, Soils and 

MitJera.ls filed e. writte.n prelimina:ry•x•epo:rt; With 

the MWRB on March 2'?, 19?2, based upon the 

:nomi.1.1ating petition a.rid cth~r available data. in 
his file. The Director's report was received in 

evide:nce. 
V, The MWRB fou.nd the :nominating petition to be suf'ficient, 

and on May 19 l 1972, ordered a. hea.r:tng to be held 

begitmtng a.t lO: 00 A. M. , Central Dayl 1ght Time, on 

July 8, 1972, in the Rush City High School Auditorium, 

Rush City, Mitmesota, 55069. 
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V:C, The MWIU3's Notice of Rearing was t>Ublished in legal 

·newspapers in Chisago, Isal3ti and 
follows: 

Chisago County - Rush City Post 

16th and 23rd of June 1972 
Isa:nti County ... Cambridge Ste1,r 

15th and 22nd of June 1972 
Pine County ... Pine City Pioneer 

15th and 22nd of Jum:i 1972 

Pine Counties, as 

VII, Due and pro:pe);' not,ice was given to owners of all lands 
affected by- publicatiob of the MWRB 0 s Notice of 
Hearing in appropriate legal newspapers and by filing 
the same with the County Auditors of Chisago, Isanti 

. and Pi.ne Courities. 

VIII, The MWRB held said hearing, pursuant to the Noti.ce of 
Heari.ng, on July 8, 12, 1.3, ahd 14, 1972. 

IX, The MWRB determi:nes that the inclusion of the t~rri tory 

of the Goose Creek Watershed in the p1:1oposed wate,rshed 

district is not supported by the evidence and not 

,necessary for the successful operation of a watershed 
distri.ct ov$r the territory of the Rush, Creek 

Watershed. 
X, Chisago Cou.nty is a most desirable area for development. 

It is located app:roximat-ely 50 miles rJOrth of the Twix1 
City Metropolitan area, Interstate Highway No. 35 
from the Twin Cities to Duluth crosses over Rush Creel{ 

Wa te:rshed between Hush Lake aud the Village of Rush 

City. The developme.nt arom:1d Rush Lake has increa.$ed 

in the :past 10 to 12 yea.rs a.n,d is ari area providing 
a .number of aesthetic amet1ities. 
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'!lhe patte».n of 11V1:tJg i:n• Ohi~ago Oou·nty has chat>ged 
d;ur:t:ng the la,st; 1.5 yea,rs. Large farms have 1'ee11 
reduced, 1:n size as· owners ha.ve sold off :pa.:rts of 

the:\,l:' la..nd. Me;,ny o.f the residet:1ts of Chisago 

Cou:nty work i:n the Twin Cities e.nd commute to thei;v 
jobs, 

XI, The MWRB fi:nds the f'ollowlng a$ to the l,00$\tioJJ of 
the Rush Creelc Watershed; 

A;· Rush Creek; Watershed is locatect mostly in Nessel, 

s.:nd. :Rushseba Tow:nships a:nd i.ncludes the Village 

of' Eush City, 
B, The Rush Creek Watershed is located in .northern 

Chisago County atJd its principal watercourse, 

Rush Creelr, is a direct tributary to the west 
shore of the St, Croix EJver iX1 Section 31, 

Tow.nsh1p 37 North, Range 20 West, a.bout four 

miJ.;es ea.st-southeast of the Village of' E.ush City. 
C, The area of the Rush Creek Watershed is app~oximately 

65 squa.:re miJ,.es • The area i.tl Chisago Cou.nty is 
a;bout 57 square mil.es a:.t::1d there e.!'e 8 square miles 
i:n Pi.ne Cou.titY, 

!), The exte.nt of the watershed from :north to ~10uth is 

about 5 miles a.nd the extent from west to ea.st is 

13 m:tles, 
E, The highest grou.nd i:n the wa.t~rshed ts situated 

i:n 8ectio.t1 2,5, Township '3? North, Range 22 West 
at l. • 032 feet, sea level de.tum, The lowest elevatio,n 
is where Rush Creek flows into the St. Croi~ Rivel" 
at 782 feet, sea level datum.. The ra.nge 1n elevatio•n 

1~ the w~tershed 1s about 250 feet, I 
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F Q · To trie south a:.nd contiguous to the watershed of 

Ru.sh Creek i.s the watershed of Goose Creek, whose 

size is a;pproxima.tely 74 square miles a.tld includes 

in its upper reaches Goose Lake. Goose Creek outlets 

into the St. Croix River, 

G~ Rock Creek Watershed lies north of and is contiguous 

to the watershed. of the Rush Creek. Rock Creek 

outlets into the StA Croix Rive:r·. 

H,,. The:re exist,$ a dam in the channel of B.ush Creek s,t 

the sotrchwest edge of the Village of Rush City. 

Ia A sewage disposal plaYJt of the Village of Rush 

City is located in the southeast part of the 

Village adjacent to Rush Creek, 

j.. Rush Creek passes through the Che11gwatana. State 

Forest for a short distance immedia:tely upstream 
from the mouth of the Creek. 

XI!, The Board finds the following existing geology 

features: 
A. U.nder the wester.n part of the watershed of Rush 

Creek in Chisago and Pine Counties the bedrock 
immediately below the glacial materials is 
Ri.tickley Sandstone or one of the For.id du Lac 

beds, At B.ush City in Chisago County the 
glacial materials are about 50 feet thick, 
Beneath the 50 fpot layer of till. there is a 

50 foot layer of sandstone, and beneath the 

sandstone the uppe!' surface of i;he lava flow which 

e~te.nds south into Chisago County from Pine County 

is found. Roets of the St. Croix ser1 es are beneath 
the easte:r.n end of the wate:rshed near the St. Croix 

B.iver. 
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B0 A major fault called the Douglas Fault crosses the 

watershed, The Douglas Fault crosses Pine County 

i:tl .northeast-south-West direction, passing under 

Cross Lake at Pine City, The Fault in the Rush 
Creek Watershed southwest of Pine City is buried 

under the Cambrian sal.'ldstone and is probably 
located somewhere west of' Rush City in Chisago 

Countyp East of the Fault the surface of the lav~ 

is much higher than on the west side of the Fault, 
as shown by materials found in drilling wells, and 

much or all of the sandstone formerly above the 

lava east of the Fault has bee.r.i eroded away. 
c. In the western pa.rt of the watershed of Rush Creek 

i:n Nessel Townshi-p, Chisago County, is a moraine 

com:posed of g:r•ay till deposited over ;red till. 

I.n this township and in the -part of the watershed 

i:n Pi.ne Cou:nty this morai.ne of Keewatin gray till 

was deposited by the Grantsburg sublobe du.ring 
the late Wisco.nsin ioe stage. At several locatiot:1s 

south of Rush Lake, red till, 1Vhich also occurs 
beneath the gray till west of the lake, is exposed 

at the surface. Between the east sho1~e of Rush 
Lake a:nd the bluffs of the St. G:roix River is an 

extet1sive level till plain cowposed of impe:rvious · 

gray till. There are sandy and gravelly outwash 

· deposits farther east it'l the St. Croix Valley. 

The outwash is derived f:r-om red glacial till and 

the u:.nderlying glacial till is also :red till in 

this area. 
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There are a number of meandered lakes in the 
watershed all located in the upper part of 

the watershed: 

Lakes in the Watershed 

,Na.me --
Rush 

Pine 

TABLE I 

LAKE$ IN RUSH CREEK WATERSHEP 

Location 

Township Range Sectl:.9.Q, 

37 22 9,10,11,141 

37 21 

J? 22 

15,16,21,22, 
23, 2l~, 25 • 2 7, 
28 

19,30 
23,26 

Stauffer 37 22 29,JO 
25,26,35,36 Leech 37 22 

TOTAL 

Area. 
(Acres) 

J,170 

J? 
JO 
JO 

3,267 

B. The above listed lakes tend to regulate the flow 
in Rush Creek, provide valuable fish and wildlife 

habit/il.t, and create other recreational opportunities, 
XIV, Rush Lake is the p1•incipal large lake in the watershed, 

and is located in the up_per pa.rt of the watershed, 
A, Rush Lake is sha:ped somewhat similar to an inve:rted 

"U" with the co:miecting cha.i:n:iel betwee.n the west 

lake and the ea.st lake located at the north end or 
a.t the top of the two bodies of water. 

-10-

' 
0 

..,..,, _..,...,..,,_,.,__~,,.~ --, -~ ~ ........ ,-....-.,.......,.,.,,...,, _____ ...,._~,-... ,., •• _-, __ .......,....,,_f ... -~-,.,.,~ ~ *·'" --~ .,-,~ '· __,_ ~ ~--·-"·"~"'h-, 0, -~-,-~ -~y\2v ~ .. _ __,_,.: -----



. ' ' 

B, The level of Rush Lake has a maximum fluctuation of 
approximately four feet accordi:ng to l'ecord.s of the 

Depa:rtme.nt of Natural Re.sources ( formerly the 

Department. of Conservatiot1) ~ 

C~ The maximum depth of the west lake was 37 feet 

in 1972. 
D1 The maximum depth of the e1;3.st la.lte in 1972 was 19 

feet; in 1961, 20 feet~ 
E~.. Rush Lake - west a:nd east - is located in Nessel 

Township, Tow.nsh:i.p 37 North, Range 22 West, hth 

Pri:noipal Meridia:n, in Chisago County. 

F. Rush Lake is used f.or recreational activities, 

such as boatiJ:1g, fishing, water skiing, and 

swimming .. 

G. The area of Rush Lake is J,170 acres. lt is the 
largest lake in nhisago County, 

H, During the summer mo.nths because of its shallow 

characteristics, east Rush Lake serves as a.n 
a.e:rated la.goo:n wherei:n the vertical movement of 

-water bz,i.ngs o:x:yge:n dowri to the lake bottom allowing 
m.icroo:rga•l:lisms to decay d.eposi ted organic matter. 

Released .nutrients flow upward for use by -plant 

o;rga11lsms, 

I. Rush Lake iB used to a great extent as a site for 
summer cottages and permanent homes. A summary 

report of Mi•n.nesota Lake:shore Develo pme.nt Study 

done by the Department of Geography and the Qenter 
for Urban and Regtor.ial Affairs, University of 

Mi:nnesota, in 1970, shows that there we:r.e 252 
seaso11al homes a.nd 81 1;>erma,ne11t hom.es on Rush Lake. 
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XVo There is e. Rush Lake Improvement Association, here

tnafter referred to a.s the Association, a volut1teer 

o:rganizat:1.o·n, of people livi.ng around Rush Lake, 

Its membership consists of J;)ersm:.is paying $10 to the 

Associatiotl. Membershi:p has varied from a low of 

150 members to a high of 2.50 ~ The Association is 
governed 'by a Board of Directors of :nearly 20 members 

who re.presel1t physical areas around Rush Lake e 

.. Directors' duties are to disseminate information and 
to seek members in the Associatio:n. The Association 

was in being i.n 1960. 
A, The following are Some historical activities. of the 

Association tn the attempt to improve Hush Lake; 

1, . 1967-1968 - Main concern was lake level to be 
corrected by the possible co.nstruotlon of a dam. 

D:tscussiot:is a.bout the :problem hB.d w 'i. th Chisago 

Gount:r Board. .of Commissio:oers and Conservation 

Department, 

October 1968 meeting :Ln Rush City Municipal 

Building. 
~pril 17, 1969:.. spl"it'Jg meeting of Association, 
Aug,.,.st lB, 19, 1969 - Chairman attetlded "Save the 

Lakes" Symposium at Detroit Lakes, Minnesota. 

ln 1969 - Prio:rities of Association changed from 

lake level to pollution problemR. 
October 9, 1969 - Meeting .in Rush City Municipal 

Building. 
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Following meeting officials of the Village of 

Rush City presented a resolution to Chisago 
County Board of Commissioners requesting 
Comm.issio'.l:'lers to petitio.n for the formation 

of a watersbed district. 
4, I:n October 1969 - Association Chairman met with 

Chisago Cou.nty Board of Commissio.ne:rs :regarding 

a watershed district. 
•!5 ~ Februa:i:•y 5, 1970 - Chisago County Attorney 

informed Associatio11 that Chisago County 

Board of Commissio.ners had 1nst!"'...1.oted the 
CouYJtY Attorney to perform all necessary 
legal work to establish a watershed district. 

6~ Se-ptember 5, 1970 - Meeting. Association 
app:roved teJ:'l :names as Association nominees for 

managers for inclusion in ·nomi.nating petition 

for a watershed dist1~1ct, being prepared by 

the Chisago Cou.nty Board of Commissione:rs. 

7, October 26, 1970 - County Attorney sought a 
map of the proposed Rush Creek Watershed, 

· 8 ~ Janua:ry 20, 1971 - Associatiori requested County 
Attor.ney for information on status of ·nom:Lnatirig 

l)etition. 
9, March 1.5, 1971 - County Attorney told Association 

that nominating petition fox· vroposed Rush 

Creek Watershed District was submitted to the 

Chisago County Board of Commissioners ot1 March 

9, 1971, County Board preferred a proposed 
watershed district for Rush Creelt and Goose 

Creek Watersheds, 
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10, March 29, 19?1 - Association corresponded with 
Chisago Cou:nty Board of Commissione:rs e..t1d a.eked 

them to proceed with :t1omi.t1ating petition .for a 

proposed. Rush C:reek Watershed District;, 

119 May 28, 1971 ~ County Attorney was informed by 

MWRB of reoe:t.:pt of .nomHmti.ng petition for a 

proposed Rush Creek Watershed District, filed 
by the Chisago Cou.:nty Boa.rd of Commissione:vs ~ 

12 o August 18, 1971 - Pre limina:ry Report of Director 
of Waters, Soils a.·nd Minerals; on said nominating 

p~tition was submitted to the MWRB. 
lJ, Septem.be:r 1971 - Meeting in St. Paul. County 

Attor.ney, MWRB rep:resentati ve, and Association 

representatives were present and they discussed 

amendi:ng the :petition to include Goose C:reek 

Watershed but not Roe k Creek Watersl'1ed. 

14, October 1971 - Association pre-pa:r•ed a series of 

f'our news articles f'or submission to local 

:newspapers to i:nf orm citizens.. Articles appeared 

i.r.1 the Rush City Post. 
15, Later i.n 1971 - Meeti,ng was held in Twin City area 

of Cou.nty. Attorney, Associatton and .representatives 
of Goose La.lee Improvement Assoc lat ion to organize 

testimony for forthcoming hearing on ·t;he ·nomii::is,t:lng 

petition for a pro.posed Rush a.nd Goose Creek 

Wa.tersbed District. 
16, Late!' i:n 1971 ... Association Chairman informed that 

the Chisago County Boa::t•d of Commissio.ne::rs is 

withdrawi:ng its :nomi:nating petttio•n, as am.endedµ 
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17, December 1971 - Chairman of the Association sent 
letter to the editors of the North Branch Review 
a.nd the Rush City Post. 

18 • Later ir.i' 1971 . - Association prepared a nominating 
petition identical to the Chisago Oou.nty Boe.rd 

of Commissio:ners' nominat tng petitio:n, as amended, 

AssociatioJ:l caused this nominating petition to be 
~ "'~'~·.·· circulated for signatu;i:ies by a vat lable directors 

of the Association. 
19, December 7, 1971 ... Association also ca.used this 

· nominatibg petitio'tl to be filed with the County 

Audttors of Chisago, Isa.nti and Pine Counties. 

20, December 8, 1971 ~ County Auditor of Isanti 
County certifies to the Board, ''• •• that I have 

examined the peti tio.n for the establishm~nt of 
the Rush and Goose C:reek Watershed District and 

find that no.l'.Je of the petitio.ners are resident 

freeholders of Isa..nt i County. 11 

21, December 11, 1971 - MWRB conducted scheduled 
hea:rLng on t'.lom;i.nating petition fox' a proposed 

Rush and Goose Creek Watershed Disti•iot, and 

upo:t1 acceptit1g a resolution, asking fo:r the with

drawal of its .nomil:'.:lating 'petit'l.on, proper in 

all respects, from the Chisago County Board 
of Commissioners, the MWRB closed the hearing, 

220 The MWRB issued an Order dated December 17, 1971, 
dismissi.ng the said proceeding. 

. ' 
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2,34 December 21, 1971 - Association filed their 

nomi.na. ttng :pet itio'.l:l, praying for a proposed 

Rush a.t:'ld Goose C:reek Watershed District, at 
the office of the MWBB. 

B. Other a,ctivity of the Association follows; 

1, The Associatio:n has heretofore treated the laJrn 

once for algal growth. paying the cost from their 
treasury which included one do.nation of $500. 

-2~ The Associatio.n hired a:n expert biologist to 

saTilple Rush Lake at a.11 sea.so:ns of 1972. 

3, The files of the Assooia.tion contain a computer 
list of parcels of property at .B.ush La.ke. Fo.r 

these parcels of land the compute:r· 11st; also 

includes the name and address of the owner, the 

. market af.Jd assesseq. values of the properties, 

the 1970 tax and whether the property is 

homestead 01 .. t1ot. 
' 

4, There are 773 parcels of la.nd a:r,ound Rush Lake 

ide:nt;tf iable from the tax records. An analysis 

.of a,ddres$ zip codes, Which are tndicative of 

residents at Rush Lal{e, :reveals 232 -persons live 

at Rush Lake. 5'-H persons have a.dd1'esses other 

tha.1.1 the Villages of Bra.ham, Rush Cj_ty and 
Stanchfield. 

5, Of the 1970 property taxes pa:Ld Jn Nessel Township, 
appr•o:xima.tely over half are paid by :residents 

l:U'OU'.tld the lake, 
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60 The Assooiatio•n tn l.971, by contact With the 

Treasurer of the Cou:t1ty of Chisago, obtained 

7, 

8. 

the assessed property valuation fol' Nessel and 

Rushseba Townsh,ips anq the Vill.age of R.ush 01ty, 

The assessed 1Jroperty valuation figure given by 

the Treasurer was $1 p 500,000, which is not 

absolute).y a.ccux-a.te, but is a rea.so.nable 
approximation of the valuation of property 
i:n the Rush Creek Wa,te:r$hed. 

The Association i'n late 1969 secu:rled a map of the 

watershed area. of Rush Lake and of Rush Creek 
Watershed from the Co.'r'.lservation Departme:nt (as 

of Ja..nuary 1971 designated as the Department .of 

Natural Resources). 

The petitiot1ers stated the watershed district 

provides a.n entity that can receive fede:ral and 

state fu..nding. 

9, The Assooj_ation stated that there is a getJui.ne 
:need for a. watershed district. Further, that 

the watershed district creates a legal entity 
· .. whose sole purpose is the proper px•otection · and 

correction of water problems in the watershed 
of Rush Creek. 

XVI. Analytical data. presented about Rush Lake and Rush Creek: 
A. Data pertaini•ng to the water qual i.ty of Rush Creek 

at the poi.nt of discharge of Rur.:3h C:reek into the 

St. Croix River in compa:r.1son to the quality of 

water of 10 selected streams within Minnesota 
a.nd a. site at Lake Superior, was based u:po1:1 a 

report titled "Water Quality Sam1Jling P:i:1og1•am -

NHmesota. Lakes a·nd Streams, Mi.tmesota Pollutio:n 
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Co.ntrol Agency, Divlsion of Wa.te:r Quality, Section 

of Standards e:nd Surveys. Volume Seven, 1969 11
• 

The evidence shows: 

L, As to turbidity, the Rush Creek ral1ks i:n the lower 

portion of the fivst six sampling locations having 

high tu;r.-bid.ity measuremet1ts. 

Turbidity - Is a measure of the clarity of 
· water or the amou·nt of 

particles in the water, Which 
may be o:rga.nic or il1orga.n ic, 
and Which diminishes the 
penetration of light. 

2, The coliform count fo:r Rush Creek is exceeded 

o:nly by the sampling location on Rice Creek. 

Colif'o:rm - Is a measur-e of fecal o:i::•ganism 
native to the intestine of 
antmalE:1 and huma.l:'ls, 

J, Total .Solids - Total solids in Rush Creek is we 11 

i.r.i exc1;pss of .nearby streams, 

Total Solids - Is a measure of orga.ntc or 
inorgan:Lc material i.tJ 
suspension. 

The discha:rge of water out of Rush Creek has a 

high phosphorus oo:ntent. The Rush Greek 

d~scharge was exceeded only at a Rice Creek 

location. 
Phosphorus Is an element, found in the 

form of ·phosl)hites, which 
-provides nutrient to 
pla:l'Jts and animal life 
i.n water, 
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5, The measures of volatile solids, suspended vole.tile 

solids, BOD, am.m.onia, :ni tra.te, surf&cta.nts, e.nd 

co.nductivity show that the water of Rush Creek is 

ge:ne:ra11y iti the lowe.r range of the six locations 

having high readings of these parameters. 

6, X:n June a:nd ear,1.y July 1972 wate~r:> samples were 

take~ in Rush Lake and above the Village of 

Rush City and below the Village of Rush City 
i.n Rush C'.l?eek stream. The measurement of 

phos.phcrus i.noreases eastward from east Rush 

'La.ks, tn Rush a.reek above the Village of 

Rush City, and in Rush Creek below the Village 

of Rush City. 

7 ~ From e.;nalysis of wate:i:• sanrples from Rn.sh Lake 

in Ju.ne a:.nd July 1972, there is a variance in 

the measureme:nt of tu:rbidi ty (Secchi Disc) f::rom 
. 4. O. feet to l. 4. feet, ib the mee.surement of 

algae ax:id pla.nkto11 ( chlorot>hYll) from JO to 90 

'Parts per billio.n; a:.nd of -phosphorus from 
26 to 136 ~pa!'tS per million •. 

- - - -

XVII. Observations by Rush Lalce residents regarding deteriorati.ng 

lake oonditiotis follows: 

A, Noticed algae i:n ice during the winter mo,rJths 

of 1959 ... 1960. 
B, The:ve is a large variatto:n ib la.tee leve 1. 

c. There is a large variation il:J beach width. 

-19-
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D~ Photographic evide:r10e shows a substance or material 

floating o:ti the water surface of Rush La.ke. Its 

col.or is wb.i te and. grey and g.!'een a·nd b:row:n. The 

matter is found a.long the shoreline of the lake a.rid 

is soe.tte:red on the su:t>face of' the la.lre. 

E. The growth of alga is commo'.r1 to Rush Lake. Photo

graphic evide.1:1ce shows a green scum and rle:nse 

g:reen clots o:n the su1~f'ace of Rush Lake a.pd alo1.1g 

the sho:1:'eltne of the lake~ The color of the scum 

is also bluish-gree.n. 

F" A vile t'ank odor is give:n off by the l)Ollution 
matter and algal growth in the lake. 

G. Orga:nisms ·normally associated, with animal and human 
wastes are found below B.us11. Lake tn Rush Creek 

i.ndicative that the land surrounding Rush Creek 

is :pastu;rl:}d and indicative that effluent from 

a. mu:.nici'.Pal treatme.nt :plant or othe:t" buildings in 
the area ere dr.ai:ntng into Rush Creek:~ 

H. E:x:oessive aquatic plant growth on the surface wa.te:r 
of Rushl,a.ke severely impairs the rec.ree.tto.nal. 
:potential of Rush Lake. 

I~ Bou.roes of pollution of Rus.h Lake a:i•e conside:J:1ed 

to be huma:n and animal wastes and some material 
carried off tJ'.'ibuta.:ry- la:n::l by precipitation. 

J, Rush J:.iake Ls polluted. 

K. Carp in Rush Lake have removed a substantial pot'tio:n 

of the aquatic vegetation. 
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XVI:Cle W1th:1.n the Rush Creek Watershed are located (1) Chisago 

County Ditch No. 6 a :t,rovid tng drainage for a:n are~ 

south of Rush Creek, anr.'! which em,pties into Rush 

Creek: .near the west edge of the Village of Rush 

Cityi (2) Cou:nty Ditch Noft 8 discharges i:nto Ru.sh 

Creek from the :north, a. short distance dow-.nstream 

from Rush La·ke; a:nd (3) Cou:nty Ditch No. 14 drai:ns 

l.a:nd :northeast of' the Village of Rush City 1:nto 
.. Rush Creek R 

XIX, 'l'he natural cha:nnel oon:nectio:n betwee.n west a:nd east 

Rush Lake is at the :north e:nd of both lakes, which 

was :not :navigable because o-r a township .road and a 

bridge Ln disrepairQ Rece.ntly the old bridge has 

bee.n removed a.nd replaced with a culvert. In order 

to im,prove :na.vigatio:n of Rush Lake, the Associatio.n 

co:nst.ructed a :bavigable ca:nal, Which structure is 

located i'.n Section 15, Tow.nshi,r, J? North, Ra;nge 22 

West betwee·.n west Rush Lake and east Rush Lake~ 

XX, J;>etit;lo:ne:rs requested that the proposed watershed district 

'be ma:.naged by five me:.nagers. 
XXI, Petitioners requested that the watershed district he 

:pa.med the "Rush and Goose Creek Watershed District 0
, 

XXII, The .Proposed watershed district will be for th~ public 

welfare and i.n the :public i:r.iterest and the purposes 
Qf the Mi:n:nesota Watershed Act will be subserved by 

the establishme.nt of the wate:rshed district,_ 
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

XXIII. Th~ MWBB has jurisdiction in the, matter of the 

establishment. of the proposed watershed district, 
XXIV ~ Tl1e :public welfare e;,nd the .publ.ic 1:nterest Will 

be served by the establishment of the ,proposed 

watershed district, and the purposes of the 

Minnesota Watershed. Act will be si.:t.bserved by 

-:the estabJ.ishme:t1t of the :pro.posed -waterahel;i 
district, 

XXV. The inclusion of the territory of the Goose Creek 

Watershed is :not supported by the evide:nce and .not 

:necessar;r for the successful operation of a watershed 

dist:i::-ict over the te.rri tory of the Rush Creek Watershed, 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED 

XX.VI, That the Rush Cree~ Watershed District is hereby 

established and give.n the .co:r;porate :name of Rtlsh 

~reek yJ'atershed District, by which :name it shall 
. hGreafter be known a:nd it- shall have all authority, 

power$ ~,nd duties as provided by law, 

XXVII, 'l'he a_pp:roxima.te area of the Rush Creek Watershed 
District is 65 square miles i The terri to:ry of the 

Ru.sh Creek Watershed District includes all 40-acre 
tra,cts of land, some of Which ma.y be fractional, 

or tracts of land less the;n 40 acres or p~rts 

thereof, all gover.nme:rit lots or parts the1~eof, and· 
all lots withi.n platted areas, The land of the Ru.Sh 

Creek Watershed District is hereby described belowt 
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Ia Pine Countz 4th P:rincipa1- .. Meridian· . ~ . . . ·- . 
·' - ' 

A, Township 38 North, Range 22 West (Royalton) 

SE¼ of SE¼ Seotio.n 21 

NE¼ of NE¼ It 22 
31,. of NE} II 22 

\ NEi ' of 8W6 II 22 
._., 1: swi s~ of II . 22 

.\ SE¼ } 
I! 22 

1 
( All of Sectio:n Pl 23 

W½ of swt 0 11 24 
N1,. 

2 of NW¼ !l 26 

N2. of NE¼ 11 27 
SW¼ of NE¼ ,, 27 

w2. \I 27 
w2. of SE! 

II 27 . ,:! 

NE1,_ tr 28 
NE¼; of NW,t If 28 

S½ of i It 28 
·?· 

NW·-i' tr 28 Sa 

NE¼ of SE¼ II ?9 
NE.1,_ of NE1,_ II 32 

s½ of NE¼ " 32 
. 31 " 32 ~ I 

.A.11 of Section II 33 f 

NW.i: of NEr ,,· 34 
1 

t' ,,~_-;-_-

st of ! II J4 NE! II 4 ' w- §4 
l 

SE\ It 
1' r 

SW¼ of NW¼ II 35 
r 

SW2. .If 35 
sw1.. of SE1 II 35 

4 
SE¼ EJ.. of II 35 .• 

~ 

sw.1. of NE.1. II 36 
s½ of 1 II 36 NW4 

SW2. " 36 
W½ of SEX II J6-. 

.. ~ 



J:J:, · 9_11.1,sae;a. ,C?unt[ 
.A, Tow.nship 37 Northt 

W;t,.
2
• of NE1,. . i 

Wf 
SE:g; 

All of Sections 

NE! 
~t ~~ :1 

S½ 
SE¼ of SE¼ 

NEf of NE! 
. 82 of NE1 SE4 

All of Sections 

All 

All 

All 

NE¼ of 

NE.;1,: o.P . 4 ,!. 

S} of 

E½ 
NE½ 
Nl. 

swi 
swi 
SE! 

of' Sectio:n 

Nf 
w1. of 

swr 
SE-SE¼ of SEt .4, 

of Sectio:ns 

NE¼ 
N.l of NW1. 

SE} Of NW¼ 
Eb of sw.:1 2 SEt 

NW1. 
NW¼ of swt 

of Sectio;ns 

4th Principa~ 
Iw:.nge 22 West (Nessel) 

Sectio.n 1 
,, l. 
•1 1 

Sections 2, 3, 4 
Section 5 ., 5 

" 5 
jJ 5 ,, 6 
II 7 
II 7 ,. 

7 
Sections 8, 9R lQA 

Meridia.n 

11, 12. 
. 13, 14, l.5, 16, 17 

Section 18 

" 19 
II 20 
" 20 
" 20 
" 20 
II 21 

" 22 
II 22 . ,, 

22 
II 22 

Sections 23, 24, 2.5 
Section 26 

ll 26 
Jt 26 
ti 26 
" 26 
u 27 
0 27 

Sectio.ns 28, 29 

f. 

. 



h_ 

Township 37 No:rith, RatJge 22 West (Nessel.) (Co,rJt,) 

SE! of NEI Section JO 
NE4 of SE4 '' 30 

Ni 11 32 
N½ of SE4 " 32 

NW¼ of NE¼ u 33 
NW-1: II JJ 

NW; of' SW¼ 11 33 
NE¼ of NE¼ '' 35 

Nf of Ni II J6~ 
Township 37 North, Range 21 West (Rushsepa) 

w.i. o. f 2 

SW¼ Seo t io.n 4 
SE-f •r 4 

NE.i. of 
S½ of 

sw.1. .. 5 
swi " 5 
SE¼ " . .5 
SW¼ 0 6 

SW¼ of SE¼ " 6 
Al.1 of Sections 

NW¼ of NE¼ 
st of NE¼ 

wt 
SE4 
NEl.. 

NE¼ of NWj 
S½ of NW4 

st 
w.1.. 

SEl 
W_;i,_ of NW1-

NW1 of sw¼ 
W½ of NE¼ of SW¼ 

s½ of st 
All of Sectio:ns 

Sectiol:'Js 

Section 
II 

II 

fl 

II ,, 
,, 
" 
" 
" 
JI 

fl 

,, 
!I 

S!3ctio.ns 

7, 
9 
9 
9 
9 

10 
10 
10 
10 
11 
11 

13 
13 
13 
13 
14 t 
19, 
24, 
29 

8 

1.5 , 16 , 17 • 18, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 
25, 26, 27, 28, 



,. 

B~ Tow:nship J7 North, R~nge 21 West (Conta) 

' N_;i. Section 30 j 

N½ of s! u 30 
SW.;i. of SW¼ 

,, 30 
1 SE¼ of SE¼; If 30 
i 

E½ NE¼ II 
j 

'-

of 31 
All of Secti,o.ns Sectio•ns 32, 33, 34 

NE} See}t:ton 36 
E½ of NW'4 II 36 

··-1.,.,'ti'.';'\ ~ :,'-_ :· S½ fl J6a 
c·~ Township 37 NovthD Ra.nge 20 West 

SW¼ Section 18 
NW~ 0 19 

NW¼ of sw! " 19 (Fractional) 

NW~ of SW¼ fl JO (Fractional) 
sw1 of sw-1. If 30 (Fractional) 
SE¼ of sw! ,, 30 

-Gov't, Lot 7 ti 30 
NE.;1,. of NW.;1,. " 31 
wwi of wwi II 31 ( Fract 1 o.na.l) 
SW! of NWI 

,_, 31 ( Frac t io-.ni:1;1) 
SEiX of NW47 " Jl 

Gov•t. Lot 6 
,, 31 

Gov't, Lot 7 II 31 
NW¼ o.f sw1. II .'.3).' (Fra.otiona.l) 

- 4 

D, Tow.ns111p 36 North, Range 21 West 

NE,t of NE¼ Section 1 (Fractional) 

N½ of NE¼ .. 3, {F:ractional) 
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XXVI!I.- The boundary of the Rush Creek Watershed District 
i.s hereby declared to be dete;r,mi:ned, and is d,eft:ned 

· as the ext:i:-emi ty of the whole land area. desc;ribed 

tn :i,:>ara.gra.ph :xxvrr above o 

XXIX, The Board. of Merna.gers of the Rush C:reek Watershed 
District shall co:nsist of five ma:nagers who are 

residents of the watershed district! 

The power to appoiut all manage.rs of the Rush Cr.eek 
Watershed District, after the expirations of the 
o:ne-yea:r terms of the ma:t1a.gers listed i:t1 Para.graph. 

XXXI bel,,ow, shall rest with the· Board of County 

Commissio:ners of' Chisago Cou:nty~ 

XXXl'.g ':rhe tollowt:ng :nami.nees are .tw:cned as the first Board 
of Managers of the Rush Creek Watershed District, 
whose terms of' office shall be for o.ne year-, effective 

the date of this Order, a:nd who shall serve one year 

and u:r.itil. thetr successors are a:ppoi:nted and quaJ.1f'1ed t 

1, Mr~ Jerome Billstein ;_ Rush City, Mi'n.nesota, 
,55069, Chisago Oounty; 

2. Mr. Bro:nso:n Erickso:n, Rush City, Mi.nnesota, 
· ,5.50'€59, Ch:i.sago Cou.nty; 

J, . Mr« Wesley Gaustad, Rush City, Mirrnesota:, 
55069, Chisago Cou:nty, 

4, Mr, Je.:ns Olso:r.i, Route 1, Rush City, 
Mtn:nesota, .5.5069, Chisa.go Cout:1ty; 

5, M;ri, .Joe Pu:t:1g, Rush City, Min.t:iesota;, 
55069, Chisago County. 

L 



Th~principal place of business of the Rush Creek 
Watershed. Distri,ct sh~l.1 be situated i:n the Village 
of Rush City, Mi:n:nesota, 5.5069 11 

Dated 1;:1.t Sai.nt Paul~ Mi:n:ne;3ota. S.5102, th;ts 22nd day 
of March 1973~ 

MINNESOTA WATER RESOURCES BO.ARP 

Rector Ho Putnam: 
Chairma:n 



Minnesota Water Resources.Boa.rd 
· 555 Wabasha Street 

Room 206 , 
st. Paul, Minnesota 

5.5102 

STATE OF MINNESOTA) 
· )ss 

COUNTY OF RAMSEY ) 
AFFIDAVIT 

ERLING M. WEIBERG-, being :f'·irst duly .swor:n on 

oath, deposes and says 1 

THAT EE IS the Admi:nistrat ive Beo.!'etary tor the 

.Minnesota Water Resources Board1-that he has compared 

the attached CO.PY of an Order relating to the • 

· aurrin C~G\'1:)k 't:retelltiili\ctl n1~~1ct 

dated at Saint Paul, Minnesota, on the 22t$d a~,- Of} l·~~eb 

, ,l$!2l , with the original thereof,. on file in his 

official custody, and 

TEAT SAID COPY is a true and correct copy of 

said original and the whole thereof. 

Subsc-rtbed and sworn to before me 
this.;1.:3.~ day of~ 197~ 3 

IVALEE MlCKELBERRV 
"fotary Public Dakota C()unty, Minneso'tll 
My Commis$lon Expires August 4, 197$. 


