Minnesota Water Resources Board
555 Wabasha Street
- Room 206
StykPaul ‘Minnesota
o 55102, '

In the Matter of the Pebition e
for the Esteblishment of the - FINDINGS OF PFACT,

Eush and Goose Creek Watershed i ~CONCLUSIONS OF LAW;
‘Distriot {Parts of Chisago, ORDER ,

,‘Isanti, and- Plne Countles)

5,&.nominating @ebition,"ihitiated by more than fifty

‘fresholders of the watershed area of Rush and Goose Creek

7watersheds in parts of Chisago, Xsantl. and Pine Countles,
‘was filed with the Mlnnesota Water Rasouraes Board, } ‘

,'ahereinafter referred to ag the MWRB. on December 21, 19?1.,f7

, 'praying for the esbablishment of a watarmhed district, '
‘,all pursuant to Minnesoba Statutes 1971, Chapter 112.

| The peﬁltion &tabes that the proposed- water&hﬁd R

'district is needed to conserve the natural resources of

the ares W1th1n the- proposed Waterghed dlstrlat provide

a plan for the orderly management of waters for all

'beneficlal purposes, and for such further purposes a8

:}'desoribed in the petition. ‘

' - The petltlon states the ﬂecebsity for the Wdtershed

disﬁr;ct,~asks for the appalhtment of managews‘thereto,

and that the MWEB establish the proposed wabershed district, o
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The instant matter Wwas previously before the MWRB,

‘which proceeding was dismissed, The evénts in this matber

Were as follows:

. Opn May 24. 1971, a nominating
4;petitlom.,validated by the Chisago
,Céunty'Board,of Commissiqneré, seeking

the establishment of a Rush Creek
"Watershed District, was filed with the

MWRB; subsequently, the petition was

amended by the above petitioners and
filed with the MWEB on September 17,

1971, praying for the establishment
" of a watershed district to be known as
" the Rush and Goose Creek Watershéd
,Dlstrict and for the appolntment of
a Board of Managers thereto. , ' :

-~ The MWRB ordered a hearing on the
petition for Novewber 18, 1971, a '

10:00 A,M,, Central Standard Tlme, in

: ‘;the downstairs meetlng room in the
-~ Bugh €City Muhlcipal Building, Bush

City, Minmnesota, 55069, There being
- an error in the MWRB'S Notice of
- Hearing, dated Octobor 22, 1971, the

MWRB caused publication: of a0 Amended
—'Notiqe of,Hearingfand Continuahoe of

Boapd Hearing, A referee of the

Board continued the Novemwber 18, 1971
‘hearing to December 11, 1971, at

10:00 A,M,, Central Standard Time, in
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| the GYmhasium of the Rush City High 5
‘School, Bush City, Minnesota, 55069,
; On December 11, 1971, at the é
prescrlbed time and place, the MWRB - TR 'ﬁﬂ
referee opened the hearing at which . o ‘ 5
Mr. Linn Slattengren, Chisago County : R ;,V~
Attorney, appeared for the petitioners; o ' é
and Mr, John Sharp, Attorney, Pine Clty, :
" appeared for certain landowners in . L
Pine County. R
 _The Board of County Commissioners ;
of Chisago County at the hearing sub-
witted a duly authorized,resolution Ef
'7Wifhdréwing its petition, as amended, gf
i _all ip accordance with Minnesota" '3
i Statutes 1971, Section 112.37, Subd, 5
 On December 17, 1971, the MWRE, it
K by 1ts Order, dismlssed the proceeding - 'if
1Q‘ instituted by the Chisago County '§ 
g - Board of Commissioners asking for the 1
£ : establishment of a Rush and,Goose
1 Creek Watershed Dis trict, TR
1?‘ - The MWRB on May 19, 1972, ordered a hearing on sald 7?
3 fnomlnating petitmon.f;led by the freeholders to be held j
~on July 8, 1972, at 10:00 A.M., Central Daylight Time, -
j - in the Bush City- High Sohool Auditoxium, Rush Clty, ;
. "'fChlsago County, Mimnesota, 55069, '34
.,;   fi§_ SR 1 ~ The MWRB held its hearing on the matter pursuabt to : : {1  »
e - its Notice of Hearing, on July 8, 12, 13, and 14, 1972. ~ - —
‘..3’—. P




Appearing with the MWRB was Mr, Erling Weiberg,

Executive Secretary, 8t. Paul; Mr. Frank Murray, St,

- Paul, appeared as,attornay forkthe petitioners; Mr. Linn
Slattengren, Chisago‘county“Attorﬁéy, appeared on behalf
,’of the people of Chisago County at the request of the ‘
- Chisago County Board of Commissioners; Mr. Barry Blomquist

North Branch, appeared~as attorney forrthe Chisago County

Farm Bureau, the Harris Faruw Bureau” and wiscellaneous '

persons interested ip the matter, Mr, John Sharp, Pine

Clty,;appeared ag attorney for certain landowgners and

the Village of Rock Creek Other persons appeared in

. person or by filing Written statements, some for and sowe

' against the establxshment of a waterghed district., -

| The MWEB having heard the tesbimony and evidence
offered and “haviong duly con81dered the same, and having

'voonsidered atl the records and files of the Board relating:

to said nom1nating petitlon, and all other data avallable
' relating to the matbter, now makes the following FINDINGS
oF FACT, CONCLUDIONS OF. LAW, AND OBDER
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PINDINGS OF FACT

A duly'ekecuted'nominating'petition by 194 resident.

freeholders of the Bush Creek and Goose Creek

 Watershed areas, which are'located paftly 1n'Chisago;

kISantivand1Pine,GouhtieS, was filed with the MWRB
‘on December 21, 1971, PFiled with the nominating
petition were the required proofs of service, The

" nominating petition was subsequently amended at the

hearing by the petitioners.
The County Auditors of Isanti and Pinp Countles,

- from their rpcords, cerflfled that none of the

petitloners were freeholders of their respectlve
countles, accordnng'to the records in their offices,
The County Audltor of,Chlsago County, from her
records,"certifjed that 194 petitioners were
freeholders or Coutraot for Deed holders, aooording
to the records in her offioe. i ‘
The Director of the Divisiou of Waters, Solls and
Minerals flled 8 ertten prelelnary’reporb with

the MWRB on March ??, 1972, based upon the
'nominatlng ‘petition and other available data in

- his file; The Director“S'report was received,iﬂ

evidence.,

,The MWRB found the nominating petltlon to be suff101entr
and on May 19, 1972, ordered a hearing to be held L
beginning at 10:00 AM., Cenbral Daylight Tlme, on
July 8, 1972, in the Bush City High r\‘chr::ol Audltorlum.'

Rush City, Minnesota, 55069,
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VI,

‘X;

VII,

- VIII,

The MWRB'S Notloe of Hbarlng was published in legal
hewspapers in Chlsago, Isantl and PlDe Counties, as
follows: '

Chisago County - Bush Clty Post

16th and 23rd of June 1972
Isenti County =~ Cambrldge-Ster
15th and 22nd of June 1972
Pine County ~ Pine QGity Pioneer

~ 15th and 22ud of June 1972 ,

Due and proper notice was given to owners of all lands
affected by publication of the MWRB's Notice of
Hearing in appropriate legal newspapers and by filing
the same with the County Audltors of Chlsago, Isanti
and Pine Countles.

VThe MWBB held said hearlng, pursuant to the Notice of

Hearing, on July 8, 12, 13, and 14, 19?2.

The MWEB determines that the iuclusion of the terrltory',
of the Goose Creek Watershed in the proposed wetershed,‘

district is npot supported by the evidence and not

necessary for the successful operatlom of a watershed -

‘district over the terrltory of the Rush Creek

' Watershed.e | o
Chisago County ig a most de51rable area for development.

It 1s located approx1mately 50 miles north.of the Twin
City Metropolitan area. Tnterstate HJghWay No. 35
from the Twin Cities to Duluth crosses over Rush Creek
' Watershed‘between Rush Lake and the Village of Rush
City; ‘The developmeht'arouhd Bush Lake has increased
in the past 10 to 12 years and is an area prov1d1ng
- a number of aesthetlo amenltleu.




; The pattern of living in.Chisago County has changed

XL,

Ay

B,
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during the last 15 years, lLarge farms have been
reduoed in size as ouwners have sold off parts of

their land, Many of the residents of Chisago ,
'County work 1n the Twin Clties and commute to their
~jﬁbs, : ‘ o o
The MWRB finds the followihg as ta the location of

the Bush Creek Watershed.

‘Rush Creek Watershed is located mostly ip Nessel
and Rushseba.Townships and 1ncludes the Village
of BRush City, :

~The Bush Creek Watershed is located in northern
~‘Chisago County and its prinoipal watercourse,
Rush Creels, is a direct tributary to the west -

- shore of the St.,Croix River in Sectlon 31,
‘ Township 37 Norbh, Bange 20 West, about four

miles east-southeast of the Village of Rush City,

65 square miles. The area in Chisago County is |
&bout 57 square miles and there are 8 square miles -
im Pine County, -

" The extent of the Watershed from north to south iS

, sbout 5 miles and the extent from west to east is
13 miles, :

The highest ground in the watershed is situated
in Section 25, Township 37 North, Range 22 West.

at 1, 032’feet,,seaylevel datums The loWsst elevatlon

1s where Rush Creek flows into the St, Croix River

"‘at'782 feet, sea level datum. The range in elevation'

in the watershed 1s about 250 feet,

The area of the Bush Creek Watershed is approximately o
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- To thé south and contiguous to the watershed of

Bush Creek is the watershed of Goose Creek whose
- size is approximately 74 square miles and 1ncludes

inkltsrupper reaches Goose Lake. Goose Creek outlets

1ﬂto_the‘8%. Croix River,

 Rock Creek Watershed lies north of and is contiguous

to the watershed of the Rush Creek. Rock Creek.
outlets ibto the St. Croix River. |

. There exists a dam in the channel of Rush Creek at

the southwest edge of the Village of Rush City.

A sewage disposal plant of the Village of Rush

.~ City is located in the southeast part of the
Vlllage adjacent to Bush Creek,

'Rush Greek passeg through the Chebgwatana State

Forest for a short distance 1mmedlabnly upptream
from the mouth of the Creek, ' '

" The Board flnds the followmng eX1sblng geology

' ,A,

features : 7
Under the western part of the waterSth of Bush
;uCreek in . Chisago and Piue Countles the bedrook

| "1mmediately below the glacial materlalﬂ 18-

'Hlnckley Sandstone or ane of the Pond du Lac
beds. At Rush City in Chisago Countyybhek

 glacial materials are about 50 feet thick.
- Beneath the 50 foot layer of till, there is a

30 foot layer of sandsbone, and beneath the
~ sandstone the upper surface of the lava flow which
extends south into Chisaga County from Pine County

is foundu Rocks of the St. Croix series are beneath 4

the eastarn end of the watershed near the St Crolx
River., ' ’ ‘ '
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A maaor fault called the Douglas Fault cvosses the

wabershed, The Douglas Fault crosses Pine County

~ in northeast-southwest direction, passing under
Cross Lake at Pine City, The Fault ia the Rush

Creek Watershed southwest of Pine City is buried
under the Cawbrian Séndstone'and is probably
located somewhere west of Rush City in Chisago
Couhty, Bast of the‘Fault'ﬁhe surface of the lavs
is much higher than on the west side of the Fault,

as shown by materials found in drilling wells, and ;
~ much or all of the sandstope formerly sbove the

lava east of the Fault has been eroded away.

;k In the western part of the watershed of Rush Creek

,in Nessel Town hlp. Chisago Gounty,'ls a moraine
composed of gray t1ll deposited over red till,

’ In thls “township anhd in the part of the watershed
‘in,PlneFCounty‘thls moralne of Keewatin gray 111

was deposiﬁed by the Grantsburg sublobefduring

the late Wisconsin ice stage. At several locations
'south of Bush Lake, red till, which also occurs
“baneath the gray tlll west of the lake, 1is exposed
~ at the surface. Between the east shore of Rush
“Lake and the bluffs of the St, Croix River is an
extensive level till plain composed of impervious

gray till. There are sandy and gravelly outwash

“deposits farther east in the St. Croix Valley.
'ThefoutWash is deriVed from'red glabialftilliand
" the underlying glacial till is also red till in
* this area. ' '
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XITT, There are a number of meandered lakes in the
’ - watershed all located in the upper part of
~ the watershed:
A,  Lakes in the Watersheﬂ

- TABLE I

- LAKES TN RUSH CREEK WATFRSHED o
nyéggrj Locatlon‘ . S VhAfeaii
. ' Acres
7 Township  ,Bange _.__Section (hores)
© Rush . 37 22 9,10,11,1k,
' o - 15,16,21,22, ,
23, 24,25,27,
- | 3,170
37 21 ",19 30 ;
~Pime 37 22 = 23,26 ", 37
Stauffer 37 - 22 29,30 - 30
Leech 37 22 25,26, 35 36 30
L  ToTar 3, zéz

Bq"The 5bova 1isted lékés,tend to régulate the flow  7
‘ in Rush Creek, pfcvide valuable fish and wildlife
habitat and create other recreational opportunltles.

f‘rXIV, Bush Lake - 1s the pr1n01pal large lake iun the watershed,r

and is located in the upper part of the waterahed,'

A, Bush Lake is shaped gomewhat similar to an ioverted

"U" with the aonnectlng chamnel thWeen the west
lake and the east lake located at the north end or’
at the top of the twc bodle’ of water.

210~
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S o Bs The level of Bush Lake has a maximum fluctuation of
o B . approximately four feet accordivg to records of the
K R Department of Natural Besources (formerly the
| , " Deparbment. of Conservation),
€, The meximum depth of the west lake was 37 feet
in 1972, | '
D, The maxxmum depth of the east lake in 19?2 was 19
" feet; inm 1961 20 feet. , 8 N , |
E, Bush Lake ~ west and east - is 1ooated in Nessel i
' Townshlp, Township 37 North, Range 22 West, Lith '
| 'PrincipalrMeridian' in Chisago County,
'F. Bush Lake is used for recreational activities - ,
~ such as boatlng, flShlhg, water skxlng, and R T
Cpwimming. - . ; R ‘ '
:VG;’ The area of Bush Lake is 3,170 acres.. Itris the
p _ largest lake in Chisago County, '
~H, During the summer mpnths because of its shallow
,characterlstics, east Bush Lake serves as an
-aerated lagOOﬂ wherein. the vertical movement of - -
o Water brlngs oxygen down to the lake bcttom a]loW1ng o fr"'
o mioroorganlsms o decay depogited organic mattef. : : L
Beleased nutrlents,flow upward for use by plant

R e i a5y e I S s 2 17 o e s bt o A oA e ekt o

organlisms, ‘ : ,
I. Bush Iake is used to & great extent as a Slte for
summer cotbages and permanent homes, A summary .

freport of Mﬁnnesoba Lakeshore Development Study
N‘done by the Deparbment of Geography and the Centervr 7 e
for Urban and Regional Affairs, University of o ‘,;
',Minhesota; in lg?Q,’ShOWS that thers were 252 S o ';ff
seasonal homes and 81 permanent homes ou Rush Lake,

~1l~
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There is & Rush Lake Tuprovement Assoclation, here-

inafter referred'to as thé Assoeiatioh, a volunteer ;
organization, of people living around Rush Lake, - %

Its membership consists of persons paying $10 to the i
‘Association, Membership has varied from a low of
150 members to a high of 250, The Association is
governed by a Board of Directors of nearly 20 members ;

who repvesent physical sreas around Rush Lake, g

- Directors' duties are to dissemivate information and i
to seek mémbers in the AsSodiation,' The~Associatibh' ‘i
~was in being in 1960. | ' )
A, The followlng are some historical aot1V1tles of the é
- Association in the atteupt to improve Rush Lake; é
1, 1967-1968 - Main conceru was lake level to be 3

' corrected by the possible construction of a dam, i
Discussions about the problem had with Chisago 3
County Board -of CommlsSLQners and ConserVatlon g
Department, | ' ' 'é,
Qctober 1968 - meetlng in Bush City Munlclpal é
Building. ?

April 17, 1969 - sprlng meetlng of Associatlon,,, - 'g_
August 18, 19, 1969 - Chairman attended "Save the §

| Lekes" Symposium at Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, g-

2 In 1969 ~ Prlorltleb of Associatiou changed from § 
lake level to pollution problems. ?

3, .October 9, 1969 - Meeting in Bush CLty MUnLCLpal ‘?

| Bulldlng., %l

Z10-
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Following meeting officials of the Village of
Rush City presented a resolution to Chisago
County Board of Commissioners requesting
Commiésianers'to petition for the formation

';offa Watershed'district,

In October 1969 - Associstion Chairman met with

- Chlsago County Board of Comm;ssmoners regardlng

a watershed dlstriot

February 5, 1970 - Chisago County Attorney
“informed Association thatichisagOVCoﬁnty
Board of Commissiomers had instructed the
Couhty Attorney to perform all necessary

~ legal work to establish a watershed district.
,September 5, 1970 - Meetlng.‘ Association

approved ten namﬁs as ASSOOlatLOB nominees for
managers for,1n01u51on in nom;nathg,petition
for a watershed district,'beimg'prépared,by
the Chisago County Board'of Commissioners,

‘Octobsr 26, 1970 - County Atborney sought a

map of the proposed Bush Creek Watershed,

ngah“ETY”ZO"lQ?l'- AssOCiationrrequested Cgunty7”( o

Attovney for 1nformatlon on tatus of mominating
petltlon.,

March 15, 1971 - County Attornpy told ASSOOlathH

that nomlnatlng petition for proposed Eush '
Creek Watershed District was submitted to the
Chisago Couwaty Board of Commissioners on March
9, 1971, County'Board'preferréd a pfoposed

" watershed district for Bush Creek and Goose,: '
' Creek Watersheds,

13-
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10.

March 29, 1971 ~ Association cOrrespbnded with
Chisago County Board of Commissioners and asked
thew to proceed with hominating petition for a

~ proposed. Rush Creek Watershed District,

11,

12,

13,
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16.

May 28, 1971 ~ Coupnty Attorney was informed by
MWBB,ofrreceipt of nominating petition for a

 proposed Rush Creek Watershed Diagtrict, filed

by the Chisago County Board of Commissioners,

August 18, 1971 =~ Preliminary Report of Director
- of Waters, Soils and Minerals, on said nominating -

'petitionVWas submitted to the MWRB.,

Septewber 1971 - Meeting in St., Paul. County
. Attorney, MWRB representative and Association

representatlves were present and they discussed
amendlng the potltlon to 1nclude Goos e Creek

- ‘Watershed but not Rock Creek Watershed

October 1971 ~~Assoclatlom prepared a serles of
four neWs artlclep for subm1331on to loeal

, newspapersto inform citizens, Artlcles appeared

in the Rush Clty Post,
Later in 1971 - Meetlng was held in Twin Clty area

of County Attorney, Assoolatign and representat1vas?i

 of Goose Lake Improvement Association to organize
testimony for forthocoming hparlng on the nomlnatingr
'jpetltlon for a proposed Rush and Goose Creek

Watershed Dlstrlct.

fLater in 1971 ~ Assoclatlon Chalrman 1nformed that

the»chlsagQ County Board of Commissiopers is
withdrawing its nominating petition, as amended.,

-
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December 1971 - Chairman of the Asscciation sent
1etter to. the editors of the North Branch Review
and the Bush City Post.‘

Later in 1971 .- Association prepared a nomlnating
petition identical to the Chlsago Oounty Board
'of Commissioners' nominatlng petltion, as amended,
Association caused this nomlnating petition to be
eirenlated for signatures by avallable directors
of the Association, - -

Deoember 7, 1971 - Assoclation also caused this

' nominating petition to be filed with the County

Auditors of Chisago, Isauti and Pine Counties.,

'December 8, 1971 - County Auditor'of Isanti
- County certifies to the Board, “,..that I have

exanined the petition for the establishment of
the Bush and Goose Creek Watershed District and

',flnd that ‘none of the petltxoners are. reSLdent

freeholders of Isanti County "o

Deoember 11, 1971 - MWRB conducted uoheduled
iﬂhearlng on nomAﬂatlng petltlon for ) propoaed .
- Rush and Goose Creek Watershed Dlsfriot ‘and

'upon aoceptlng a resalution, as king for the W1th—
drawal of its nomihating péﬁitlon, proper in
all'respects, from the Chisaﬁo COunty Board.

of Ccmm1581oners, the MWRB closed the heaxing.
The MWRB issued ap Order dated December l?. 1971,‘
dlsmlss1ng the said praceedlng.

l*’lﬁ"‘ ‘
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23, December 21, 1971 - Association filed their
nominating petition, praying for a proposed
- Bush and Goose Creek Watershed District, at
B the office of the MWRB,
B. Other activity of the Associatbion follows:
1y The'Assodiébiom has heretofore treated the lake
onece fCr algal‘growth paying the cost from their
treasury which included ogne donation of $500.
‘The Assoclatlon hired an expert blologist to |
sample ‘Rush Lake at all seasohs of 1972.
3, The files of the Association contain a computer
| ~ list of parce1s of property at Rush lLake. For
these parcels of land the compuﬁer list also
'includes the vame and address of the owner, the
lmarket and assessed values of the propertles,
 the 1970 tax and whether the property is
; homestead or not, : : :
I, There are 773 parcels of land around Rush Lake
- idenbifiable from the tax records, An analysis
of address zip codes, which are indicative of -
' résidéﬂfs'at BushfLaKe,vreveals 232 persons live'
- at Rush Lake. 5@1 persons have addresses other*
'thaﬁ the Vlllages ‘of Braham, Bush CJLy and
7 Stanohfleld ,
, 5.‘ Of the 1970 property taxes pand in Nessel Townshlp,
- - approximately over half are pald by residents )
‘ around the lake. :

-16-

ot e

2 o g, o g




6, ‘The Assoclation in 1971, by contact with the
Treasurer of the County of Chisago, obtained
the assessed property valuation for Nessel and
Bushseba Towﬁships ahdithe Village of Rush City,
The assessed prbperty valuaticn figure given by
the Treasurer was $L;SO0,000, which is nhot

- absolutely accurabe, but is a reasonable
approximation of the valuation of property :
in the Rush Creek Watershed.
' ?, - The Associatlon in late 1969 secured & map of the
: watershed area of Rush Lake and of Rush Creek
Watershed from the Conservation Department (as D : :
of Japnuary 1971 designated as the Department of ‘ - Lo
~ Natural Resourceb) : o T o g;g~*'
8. The petltioners stated the watershed dis strict . o
- provides ap entity that can recelve federal and

ettt e e

state funding. ,
9, The Association stated that there is a genuine
 ‘peed for a watershed district, Further, that
‘the watershed district creates a legal entity -
7fwhbée'5016 purpose is the proper protection and
correctlon of Water problems in the watershed
: of Bush Creek,
vXVI. Ahalytloal data presented about Rush Lake and Rush Creek: |
" A. Data pertaining to the Watef,quallty of Rush Creek - G
© at the point of discharge of Rush Creek into the ‘ , iia‘."
St Croix‘Biver'in:comparison to the quality of '
water of 10 selected streams w:thln Mznnesotw
‘,and a site at Lake Superior, was based upon a
‘ report titled "Water Quality Sampling Program -
MinﬁeSota,Lakes and Streams, Mivnesoba Pollutiomk
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Control Agency, Divigion of Water Quality, Section
of Standards and Surveys; Volume Seven, 1069“ '
The evidence shows:
1, As to turbldlty, the Rush Creek ranks. in the lower
' portlon of the flrst six sampling locabions haviag
high burbidlty measurements° :

‘Turbidity = - Is a measure of the clarlty of
' ' Wwater or the amount of
particles in the water, which
may be organlc or inorganic,
and which diminishes the
penetration of light,

2, The coliform count for Bush Creek is exceeded
only by the sampling location on Rice Creek.

Coliform = -~ Iz a measure of feecsgl organism
S ' native to the intestine of
animals and humans,

73,, T0tal Sollds - Total SOlldS in Rush\Creek is well

in excess of rearby streams,

Total Solids - Is & measure of organic or
inorganic materlal in
suspengion, -

b The dlscharge of water out of Rush Creek hap a
hlgh phosphorus content. The Rush Creek -
discharge was exceeded only at a Rice Greek

~location. o L o |
" Phosphorus - Is ap element, found in the
: form of phosphites, which
- provides matrient to

plants and anlmal llfe'
in water.
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'5.vVThe MeBSUres ervolatile solidé, suspended volatile

- golids, BOD, ammonia, hitrate, surfactants, and
conductivity show that the water of Rush Creek is
‘ generally in the lower range of the six locatlons
having high readlngs of these parameters,

~ 6. In June and early July 1972 water samples were

"As

B,
Ci ‘

taken in Rush Lake and above the Village df
-Bush City and below the Village of Rush City
in Rush Creek streem. The measurement of
phosphorus increases eagtward from east Rush
“Lake, in Rush Creek above the Village of
Rush Clty, and 1n Rush Creek below the Village.
7 of Rush City.
Te From analys1s of watev samples from Rnsh Lake
. in June and July 1972, there is a variance in
the measurement,qf turb1d1ty (Secchl Disc) from
4,0 feet to L4 feet; in the messurement of .
algae and plankton (ehlorophyll) from 30 to 90
. parts per billlOU, and of phosphorus from
26 to 136 parts per mlllwcan,i
Observatlons by Rush Lake r331dents regardLng deterloratlng
lake condltions follows: ' ,
Notlced algae in lce durlng the winter moﬁths |
- of 1959~ ~1960., :
There is a large variation iu lake level,
There is & large variation in beach width,
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'fPhotographie evidence shows & substance or material
' floating on the water surface of Rush Lake, Its

color is white and grey and green and brown. The
matter is found along the shoreline of the lake and
is seattered on the surface of Lhe Lakp.
The growth of alga is common to Bush Lake. Photo-
graephic evidence shows a green socum and dense
green clots on the surface of Rush Lake and along

the shoreline of the lake, The color of the scum
- is also blulsh—green. ‘ '
A vile rank odor is given off by the pollutlon

matter and algal growth in the lake., -

Organismb normally aSoOGlated with animal and human
wastes are found below Bush Lake in Rugh Creek
‘indicative that the land surrounding Rush Creek

) is pastured and indioative‘that'effluent from
a munioipal treatment plant or othepr buildlngs 1n

the area are dralnnng inbo Bush Oreek.

‘Excessive aquatlc plant growth on the surface water

of Rush,Lake severely impairs the reoreatzonal :

‘ potentlal of Hush Lake.

Sources of pollution of Bush Lake are considered ;
“to be human and animal wastes and some material
carried off. trlbutarv lani by prec;pitatlon. o

“Rush Lake is polluted. , )
Carp in Bush Lake have removed a_suhstantial portion

~of the aquatic'vegetationi‘

- -20-
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:  XVIII, Within the Bush Creek Watershed are located (1) Chisago
: ,% , V , County Ditch No, 6, providing drainage for an area
‘vf%' _ - ~~ south of Rush Creek, and which empties into Rush ;
:,a_:_g o '~e . Creek near the west edge of the Village of Rush-
SR R . Cityy (2)'County Ditch No, 8 discharges into Rush

Creek from the morth,a short distance downstrean
from Bush Lake; and (3) County Ditch No, 14 drains
land mortheast of the Village of Rush City iuto o
- Rush Creek, ’ TP S S é
XIX, The natural channel connectlon between west and east
a8 o h _ Rush Lake is at the north end of both lakes, which
5 was not navigable because of a township road and &

v bt L LS e B

1 ‘bridge in disrepair. Récently the old bridge has

;  been removed and veplaced Wwith a culvert., In order

4 to improve navigation of Bush Lake, the Association 7
copstructed a bavigeble canal, which structure is =
located in Section 15, T Township 37 North, Range 22 .

. West between west Rush Leke and east Rush Lake, |

] XX, Petitioners requested that the proposed Watershed district !
. be managed by five manegers, , P ‘
7XXI; Petitioners requested that the watershed dlstrict be- s e »~§,f,-e~{-:4;

|

f

, .~ mamed the "Bush amd Goose Creek Watershed Distrlot"
. XXII, The proposed watershed district will be for the public,
o ‘welfare and in the public interest and the purposes

E of the Minnesota Watershed Act will be subserved by o _;f‘,
i the establishment of the wetershed district,. % .
| T;
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OXXIIT,

v,

XXVI,

XXVII,

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The MWEB has jurisdiction in the matter of the
. establishment of the proposed watershed district,
- XTIV,

The public Welfare and the public interest will

" Dbe served by the establishment of the proposed

watershed district, and the purposes of the
Minnesota Watershed Act will be subserved by

- the establishment of the proposed watershed

d;strict.

‘,The inclusion of the territory of the Goose Creek

Watershed is mot supported by the evidence and not -

necessary for the successful operation of a watershed

distrietyoverzthe terrltory of the BushMCreek Watershed,
" IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED

Thet the Bush Creek Watershed District is hereby

~ established and given the corporate hame of Bush

VCreek Watershed Dlstrlot by whioh name 1t shall
hereaftev be known and it shall have all autherlty, o

-~ powers and duties as provided by law,
The approximate area of the Bush Creek Watershed

District is 65 square miles. The territory of the
Bush,Creek Waﬁershed'DiStrict includes all 40-acre
tracts bf land, some of which may be fractional,

or tracts of'lend less then 40 acres or parts
thereof, all government lots aor parts thereof, and
all 1ots within platted areas, The land‘of the Rush -

- Creek Watershed District is hereby described below:
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Nbrth, Range 22 West (Royalton)
. Of SE&

‘ VOf ;NEQ: :
of NEi
of SW%-
of swﬁ

:All of Sectich

ﬂrrAll of Section

N
sl 9f N

NW§

SWi

SWE
- Ep
L of NEL

Wz of I\TEi

SWe

of SW%
of NW%

of NE}

of NEx

 of SEL

‘of ‘NWZ

of NWx

Qf SEZ
of T
of NEx

 of NW%V
of SEg

oft SExz

S§v0f NWEV

of SEx

ch‘Prinoipal Meridian

Section ZL

 u7‘ 22
ﬁ 22
" 22
" 22

- " 23

Cam vari,
" 26
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f IT. chisago County

Rl e

Lth

Principal Meridisn

A, Township 37 North, Range 22 West (Nessel)
o Wi  of NEZ ~ Section 1
. WE, " 1
- 8EZ R,
All of Sections Sections 2, 3, &
'NE% Section 5
NE% of NW% . ", : 5
Sz of NW " 5
o sl —.” 5
- BEf of SE} v 6
g ‘S‘g of NE'%' - " 7
- BBz o 7
All of Seotlons‘ Sections 78 9, 10, 11, 12,
," 13, 14 15. 16 l?
B3 Section 18
‘NE% of NEZ 19
. L N?., " ‘*,20?,
I\IE%;' of SW%‘ “ 20
All of Sectlon '7 " 21
: N% " 22 ’
- *,“<"SW§~ . 22
s N—l%-; of SEz " .22
SEZ of 8EL: " 22
All of Sections Sections 23, 24 25
NEL: Section 26
N—é—‘ of NW§ : IR 26
SEz of Nwgz " 26
7 sEf "o 26
L L - 27
N} of SWE " 27 o
All of Sections Sectlons 28 29‘“
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4, Township 37 North, Range 22 West (Nessel)
Sectioh 30

SEX of NEZ
NEL of SEL

Wi or SEE
NWz of NE~

:NW%'Of %">

NE& of NE%
Ng OJ. Nl

:Bav Township 37 North,
VSW§~

’ W%.OT'SEf
- 1
,EE%’Df sw%

5 Qf SW§~

SEz

30

jr!l 32

Yoo 32

N (; - 33
» ] 3
" 33

" 35
" 36

(Cohti)

Range 21 West (Rushseba)

8wk

SW: of SEL

All of Sectiong'

vSections

NW% of NELZ

S% of»NE~
i

.
Y Of NW
i or wi

1
Wz

SEz

o

85 |

3. JRN A
Wi,of NW% ,

WWE of SWE
WE of NEL of SWE
£ of 8%

All of Sections

-25,

Section l

"
ft
"

Cw
"

Section
n

"
-

r 10

Seetions

29

\0\O\DAO ~3 O\O\\ﬂ\ﬁkﬂ_%r

#H y ' lo

14, 15, 16 17, 18
19, 20, 21, 22, 23.
2L, 25. 26 27. 28,
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- Do

: SW% of SW
SEL of SE?

B of NEZ

All of Sections

| ‘% of NW%
2
Township 37 North,

SW%

NW§V

NW: of SWi
;ng of sw—

i of SW ‘

of SW

Gov‘t Lot 7‘

: NW@ Of NW
SEz of Nw

Gov't Lot &

Gov't; Lot 7
NW~ of SW4

Township 36 North,
- NEL of NE%

gNe of NEE

Section

[

30
30

- " " 30

"

LIS

30

31

\ TOWﬂShip 3? North Bange 21 West (Cont,)

 Sections 32, 33, 3%

SeQbion
?l
Range 20 West
Section

]
»

1
u
B
H

"

Range 21 WESt
Sectlon

"

u26-

36
%,

18

1
19

30

30
30

30

31
31
31
31
31

| :,(Fractional)'
" 3. {Fractiopal)

(Fractional)

(Fractional)

(Fractional)

(Fractional)
(Practional)

3L
31, (Fraotional)
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AXIX,

"i—XXX;

XXXI,

T X7 - = - B B
w, g

The boundary df the Rush Creek Watershed District
1s hereby declared to be determined, and is defined

a8 the extremity of the whole land area described

“in Paragraph XXVII above,
The Board of Managers of the Rush Creek Watershed

i District‘shall consist of five wanagers who are

fesidénts of the watershed district,

VThe power to appoint'all menagers of the Rush Creek

Watershed District, after the expirations of the
one-year terms of the managers listed in Paragraph

~XXXT below, shall rest with the Board of County

Coumissioners of Chisago Countya

" The following nowinees are named as the first Board

of Managers. of the Rush Creek Watershed Distrlct,

whose terms of office shall be for one year, effeotivev'
~the date of this Order, and who shall serve one year
and upbil their suocessors are appointed and qualified;,

1, Mr, Jeroue lelsbeml Bush City, Minnesota,
55069, Chisago County;

2, Mr, Bropson Erickson, Rush City, Minnesota,

55069, Chisago County;

3. ,Mr, Wesley Gaustad, Bish Clty, Minﬂesota,vr i
. 55069, Chisago County,

L4, Mp, Jens Olson, Route 1, Rush City,
~ Minnesota, 55069, Chisago County;

Mo, Jos Pung, Bush City; Mlnnesota,,
55069, Chisago County. ‘
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;£ XXXIT, The principal place of business of thé‘Bush Creek :
S  Watershed District shall be situated in the Village o
L g of Rush;City; Minnesota, 55069, : ' ' |

Dated at sgiwﬁ Paul, Mipnesote, 55102, this 22nd day
of March 1973, B |

[}

MINNESOTA WATER RESOURCES BOARD

- T R .

. (cfféj;;"" -7 _.Z/.’;/g,d,yx_‘ } §
Rector H, Putnam ,
Chairman

ARSYPe
STATE OF MINNESOTA '
- DEPARTMENT QF STATE
FILED
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By

Minnesota water Resources .Board
555 Wabasha Street

Room 206 ;
St. Paul, Minnesota
© 55102
- STATE OF MINNESOTA) R
- - J)ss AFFIDAVIT

COUNTY OF RANSEY ‘) |

. ERLING Ma WEIBEBG being first duly sworn om
oath, deposes and says;; |

THAT HE IS the Administrative Seoretary for tha

' j;Minnes0ta Water Besources Board; that he has oomp&red

the attached copy of an Order relating to the
R&ﬂ& ﬁgaﬁﬁzﬁﬁ&@%ﬁﬁmﬁ Distyied

fdated at Saint Paul Minnesota, on the 2?%@ é&ﬁ’@f Qﬁ@ﬁh v

5y with the original thereof~on file in his

",official oustody; asd

- THAT SAID COPX is a true and correct copy of

‘1;said origiﬁal and the Whole thereof.—

£ Widhdr

Erlin M, Welberg ﬂgf o
E Admin strative Secrldtary

- uubscrfbed and swort to before me
.‘uhiﬁékﬁﬂdk~ day Ofaﬁh&«w& 1972‘

WALEE MEGKELBERRV . C » E STATE OF M NNQSOTA :
Motary Pubtm Dakota Gounty‘ Minnasdis . - © DEPARTMENT OF el
My Contmission Expires August & 1973 FILED

" MAR2 31973

Setic v of State




