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A=1985  Stillwmber
{Pine Tree Mendows) ’ 7
BEFORE THE MUNICIPAL COMISSION
OF THE SIATE OF MINWESOTA
’ Robert'w + Johnson - Chairman
Robert Ja Ford Vice Chairman ] - :
Harold J. Dahl Membexn S
: - Tdor K. Pederson Ex-Officio Me—.mber o S
= ' . Don L. Cafferty Tx-0fficio Member
,. : IN THE HATTER QF THE PmHTTOQ) F‘INDT_NGS OF FACT ’
Ct e 1 TO - ANNEX C.i‘fimflnw LLAHD TO THE ) : . CGNCLUSIO&S arF LI‘.W AND
oo o4 CITY UF SITLIWATER  A-1905) ORDER '
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THIS k, PRGGEEDIMG under Minnesota Statutes Chapter bik, as amended, for -

énnexation to the Gty of Stillwater of certein uroperty located in the "l‘orxmship
wf." St 11.e1mtnf, Wasmng‘ﬁon Count.y, aneso*ba, more parbxm._arly deserived haxféiny
came on. i‘m’* h’»ar:mg Le,fore the M:.mmsota Municipal Cormiss xon :u;, the City ofk' 7
| 5%3,11:@%3:' in Jahe County Of.fn,ce Bumldlng on the ,%h day o:f September, 12‘.71 ab | : g
10700 Ay - M} R’obex»z‘? W; Jolmsan, Chairman of t}le Minnesota Mvmc pl Cormission, |
p::’esmdsed at the hearing. In attendance were Oamz,;.ssmnew Robers VJ. o Faré, Tdor A. -
Peciéz‘s@n s Co‘;mt‘;,r» Commissioney , : aﬁd,Don Le Céff@z"éy,' Gow.mt:é' Commissioner, as Bx- :
"&i':i’ifjio;}imbﬂrs; T o , o o o | I
. Said Petition had been received by the aneﬂotd Mmh icipal Cormission

on April T 1971 and 003&0«410}'1‘3 to sa.td azmexatwn were received frem the ’J‘Oum«
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ship on May 18, 1971l. The petitionér was represented by the City Attorney for

' the City of Stiliwater, Harold D. Kimmel , and Lhe Township Was' represente-d by

1 o e et Lo

James D. Gibhs. Continued hearings were called through due notice to all parties s

and .on September 21, '19?1 a motion 0 intervene in said procesdings was received

f’x‘om ¥Mimm=scta Pu b.LJ.c Intm'est Research CGroup and was granted by the Comndssion

“on that date.

"~ On Decewber 10, 1971 a motion was made by the pet.x. vioner 1o reoeive a

petition to ekpaﬁd said procecedmrsg o includs additional pr'operty s & pehition .for

inclusion of the same having been submitted by the property owner Paul D. Ruerson,

and consent of the original petitiongr having also been filed. Seid motion was
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granted by tho conclspion on that date,
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On March 21, 197? a comb:ncd hearinv in this procepdung was held with

Proceedxng No. A-2056, atb whlch time said proceedings were consolidated for the

purposes of taking testimony, and at said proceeding the Commission, upon:due

| notice to all parties concerned, made its Order expanding the bearing to include

ih the proceeding consideration of the possibillty of annexation of property

blccatad in Stillwater Towship lying south of Minnésota State Trunk Highway No. 96,

Thereafter continued hearings were called on said consolidated proceeding through
due notice from time to time.

The Commissian,’having‘considerad the testimony of wiﬁnésses, the
exhibits received in evidence,vand all of the evidence, the,filés and records i
herein, and beingvfﬁllyfadVised’in the premises, makes the followiﬁg;Findihgé of
Fact, Gonelusions of Law, and Orders - }‘ |

FINDINGS OF FAGT

1. Dae, tlmelj-and adequate 1ega3.notlce of the hearanq ordered by*the

'Mlnnesota MUnlclpal,Comszsaon was served and illede

2, Due, timely and adequate obaectmon to the proposed amnexation of

'-the property'hereln described was flled.by the Town of Stillwater, Washlngton

‘Countyg Minnesote, bY’ltS Town Board.

3. The area p%oposed,for annexatibn is.hereafter ful"y,desc“ibed and

“is 1o~ated adgacent to and.abuts tne corporate Timits of the Oxty of Stlllwater,

County of WAShlngﬁon, Minnesota,

| ha That all of the property’owners in th° area proposed for annexation
have joinedkzn or consented %o the proposed annexamlonq
s, VThatréhehCify of Stillwater, according %o the 1970 United States

Censub,‘had,a'poéulation'of 10,1913 that the property included in the original

annexation proceeding at the time of the initial hearing on this proceeding,

‘ hereaftar reforred to as the Wild Plnes properby, had a populatlon of 5, that the

prcpertv owned by PauL D. Emerson, hereafter referred to as the Emerscn property,

proposed to he included in this proceeding had a populatlon of 7; that the Wild
erncs property, lf developed in accordance with the proposed plans for ﬁhe same

- submithed in this proceeding, wmuld have a projeﬂted popmﬂatlon;of 52).paop1n;

2.
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that no pmjeci}im or specii’i planu for Lhe deve:) opmr\nt of the Fmerson properby

;were availabhle or had bpen made.

6' Phat the present zon.mg of bath the Wild P:mes properby and the
Emer on properi.y are for single family resa,denual develonmen and the pat’bern
of dev:.lc:pment of prcpcrty Jocated within the City of Stlllwater adjacent to
the same ig consistent with that zoning, and such development is consa.stent with
comprehensive plans for the development of the property developed by the Metro-
palitan Council; that the ultimate zon:mg control of sald property is presently
under the" Jurisdiction of Washingbon County, and that the Téwn of Stillmater has

zoning s housing, ‘building codes and sub-division regulations; that adequaite '

ord:uwnces covering the -same uubgects are 3n existence and would be opex-able :

‘mmz.n ’che 1mms of the c‘lty of Stillwater.

To ‘J.‘ha’o each of sam propertiea are mth:m the wabez'ahed of Long Lake 5

‘ ' a por‘bion of z«rhwh 1ake is 1oca~i>ed within the c:.’w of Stillwater and S port:.o;; of
| ',z«zmch is 3.005.“{;66. w::bhm "the Town of utillwctter, tha‘b the natura] drainage of a

i portmn af ‘the Wild Pines property is ingo a pond:x.ng area Jocated on the Emerson

properby, and 'ammxa:bion of the Emerson propersy ta the City of Stillwates w::;uld ‘
:{‘acllitaie deal;mg with ‘the problems oi‘ storm water drainage in the Long Lake

wa*bershed.

8, Tha,t mtm...cmpal sernr-es of the C:Lty of Stillwater or proposed ’

’ mprove'neqi‘s 3 includ.mg water s sewer, fire and police protect:.on s’oreet :,mprove-

mentoy and n;a:mtenmxce s a.,nq recreation facilities, are adequa‘be ‘uo provide such

,.,sei'vicesr to the Wild Pines and 'Emersyoh, properties, a.l‘bhough detailed plans for

“service to the Emerson property as to sewers have not been developed.

9. That the 1971 assessed valuation of the City of Stillwater was

 $5,315,660,00 and the municipal mill rate for the Gity of Stillwater for that

~ year, was 120,233 bhat ‘the assessedrvaluatio'n of thaWild Pines property is

Sas

% 1695»00 e and the assessed valuamon of the Emerson property is ¥ _1648,00

‘ That the 1971 m‘,l.l rate for the Town of stillx«rater was 29 22 _.3 that the

bonded J.ndeb‘bedness of Lhe Gity of S’billwater for the year 19'?1 of all bypes was

$k4,550,000,00,
| | -3 -
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ILO; - That the propo'sad aiméxationbf the Wz’ 1d Pines pmpei‘ty and the

~ devc'topment of the same can be adequ&tely provided for by ochaol D:Lsm': oi; 83h s

the school dis bm,cu mth‘m which all of said proporﬁy is located,

11, 7That since no projected de,velopmenb of the Emerson propé’rtyhas
been proposed, the-effect of its development upon school: development can not be

projected at the present time. |

12. That the smnexation of both of said parcels will not place a
hardship upon the waﬁ of Stillwater relatiye o Its ability to conbtinue to
carry on its funetions of governmentb. ' '

13 That it is o the bes*t interests of the apnexing municipality and

all of the property proposed ’i‘cr‘ anne cation that said pﬁt*operty be amnexed to the

- City of S*bil‘!watér? in that the hee&ed govemment services can best be provided '

through annexamon, and that even though plans for developmem: of -the Brerson v

| praperty are nob preqen’o‘ly avaz.lable 5 annexatn.on tc thc City oi‘ Stw_llwater would

be des:wable in that the prapert,f is about- to become urban in charactero

rlho ‘L‘ha,’o expansicn of 'tna ‘anpexation to include the Imerson property

is ‘desirable in order to Mprove the smnetxﬁy'éi‘ ‘the area proposed for annexatlion
_and %o include mﬁ.n. ‘saidrmunicipali"ty the confi-,m;. of the County Road ‘immded o
with or adjaéenﬂ o the p’rbperty— pyroposedr' :Edr ax'mekaﬁiom‘ | o
15, That the are.a., pmposed i'or annexahon are descmbed as follows:

| W:L‘Ldpmas propartv"

All ‘Ll‘at part of the Ng of NWs of Section 32 A Townu“n.p 30
Norths Range 20 West descr:.bed as followss Commencing at a
_point on the Scouth line of said North Half of the NWg of said

. Section 32 where said line intersects the west line of the

- County Road No. 5, also known as Olive Street cut-off road;

" thence proceeding northeasterly along said west line of said
road a distance of 360 feet %o the point of beginning of the
tract to be described; thence northwesterly at right angle.;

to the west line of said road for a distance of 215 feet;
thence Northeasterly on a2 line parallel to the West line of
-said road for a distance of 2L0 feet; thence Southeasterly on
a line at ripht angles to the last mentioned line for a distance
~of 215 feebt more or less to the West line of said road: thence -
Southwesterly along the west line of sa:ui road 2L0, feet more or
less to the point oi: beginn:mgo _ :

SE14 of Wi of Sec. 31, and all that part of the sk of Nw?z of
Ses, _32 » described as follows, viz: Beginning at a point where

k-
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the South line of the o' of NWg of Sec. 32 intersects the center
1ine of the Stillwater & St. Paul road, and runpning thence North-
~easterly along the center Tine o;t‘ gaid road to a point Two rods
North of said South line of the S% of NWg of said Sec. 323 thence
Westerly parallel with and two rods distant Northerly from sald.
South line 22 Rods to g point; thence Northeasterly on a line
paral}el with the center line of said road to the North line of-
the 8% of WWy4 of said Sec, 323 thence Wegterly on said North line
1o the Norﬂme% corner of said 8% of WW4 of said Sec. 323 thence
Seutherly on the West line of balﬂ &' of nrw,; of said Sec. 32 %o
the Southwcs{, cormeyr therenf; thence Eashberly on the South line
of said S% of WWy of said Sec., 32 to the place of beginning, all
TR - : of said lands being in Tp. 30, Rge. 20 Wesb; excepting t.hprefrom
S S the Nord: 208.7 feet of the South 241.7 feed of Vhe Bast 196.u
S ' - feet of the NEY% of Sec. 31; and the North 208.7 feet of the South
{ 2h1.7 feet of the West 221 feet of the NW4 of Sece 32, Tpo 30;
Rge. 20, _

&nersdn properbys

AlL tha art of the South Half of the Northwest Quarter
SRR o ' (% of NW4) of Section Thirty-two (32), Township Thirty (30)
i o v Nor‘ch, Range Twenby (20) Wes’o, described as follows:

Beg:.nm.ng at a point where the S% of the NWy of Section 32
intersects the center line of the Stillwater and St. Paul
voa.d, running thence Northeasterly along the center line
of said road to a point two (2) rods I\Ioﬁ,h of said South
Jine of Vhe South s of the- Korthwest % of said Section 323
thence Westerly parellel with and 2 rods disbant northerly
from said South line twenty-two (22) rods to a point; thence
N Northeasterly on a line pal‘allml m_uh the center line of said

. _ road to the North line of ‘the South % of %he Northwest % of

g : said Section 323 thence Westerly on said North line o 'bhe

Nortlwest corner of said Section; thence Easberly on said
o] . - '4 North 1:me +to the Northeast corner of the South % of the
 Northwest % cf Section 32; ’ohence Southerly on the Fast line
- of said South % of the Northtm&‘b . of Section 32 to the
Southeast comer thereof; thence Easterly on the South line
of said South % of the Nor‘bhwes’o %4 of said Section 32 Yo the
place oi‘ begmn:mge ‘

comcws:cons, OF LW

1. The Minnesota, Mimicipal 'Gommission duly acquired aﬁd- now bas juris-
- dicti’v:én' on this annexation proceeding. |
2_» - The area »pi'oposed' for amexation is go conditioned andrs‘so located
as to be pfoperly subject to the municipal gov‘emmentr of the City of Stillwater,
Washington Comty, Minnesétm | . o
30 There is no need for the continuance of any township govemm&n‘b

within the area proposed for annexatn.ono
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lte The City of Sflllwa{,er, thh:mgton CGounty, Mimmesota, is c,apa.ble‘

and §s best situated to provide the govemmerntal servicas pr&san*bly'nqeded and
. those services which will become necessary in the future in the area proposed.

for annexation,

5. The proposed annexation to the City of Stillwater, Washington
County, Minnesota will not materially affect the capability of the Township of

Stillwater to conbinue its normal cperation.

6. The ammexation of the area to the City of Stillwater, Washington
G’oﬁnty,iv Ivﬁ.mesota wouid bé in the best inﬁerests of the area affected.
o Ta An Ordér should be issued by the Minnesota Mmnici pal Commission
annem,mg to the C:Lty of ’r::.llwater ‘the real estate ‘Located. in Washington Gount.y,
M:mncoota and . descra.bed herein,
| » 7 ORDER ’
1T iS’ HEREBY ORDERED: That the real esta:te .al’cuated in ’c,he Gotm’oy of

Washm:rton, State of anesota s des»cz':r. bed as follq'w be and the same is hez‘ebrs’

k annexed to the City of Stillwater, Minnesota, the same as if it hadf been cmgmally

‘made a part thereof:

A1l that part of the Mg of NWs of Section 32, Township 30
- North, Range 20 West described as follows: ‘Commencing at a
- point on the South line of said North Half of the NWi of said
. Section 32 where said line intersects the west line of the
County Road No. 5, also known as Olive Street cut-off road;
thence proceeding northeasterly along said west line of said
road a disbance of 360 feet to the point of beginning of the
-tract to be described; thence northwesterly at right angles
to the west line of sazid road for a distance of 215 feat;
“thence Northeasterly cn a line parallel to the West line of
“said reoad for a distance-of 240 feet; thence Southeasterly on
a line at right angles to the last mentioned line for a distance
of 215 feet more or less to the West line of said road; thence
“Southwesterly along the west line of san.d road 2L0. feet more or
—1e=<*s to tlw point of beﬂlnmngo

Sk of Nidi of Sec. 31, and all tha’o part of the 8% of NwWj of
Sec. 32, deawa.bed as follovrs s viz: Beginning at a point where
the South line of the Sk of NW4 of Sec., 32 intersects the center
‘ line of the Stillwater & St Paul road, and running thence North=
eastorly along the center line of said road to a-point Two rods
North of said South line of the S% of NWi of said Sec. 323 thence .
Westerly parallel with and two rods distant Northerly from said
South line 22 rods to a point; thence Northesterly on a line
parallel with the center line of said roai to the North line of
the & of Nw% of 5:11(1 Sece 323 bhencm Westerly on said North Jine:

-6 -
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to % uhé Northwa st corner of gaid ngz of NWs of said Seg. 323 ’t;hence

Southerly on the West line of said S of NWj of said Sea. 32 to
the outhweqt corner thereof ; thence Basterly on the South line
of said S% of NWj of said Sec. 32 o the place of begimning, all
of said lands being in Tp. 30 s Bees 20 West; excepting therefrom
the Worth 20807 feel of the South 241.7 feet of the Last 196.h
feel of the NEY4 of Sec. 31; and the North 208.7 feet of the Seuth

 Bh1.7 feeb of bhe West 221 feet of the Nig of Sece 325 Tpo 30,

Rgaa 20,
- and -
ALl that part of the South Half of the Northwest Quarter

(5% of WWz) of Seciion Thirty-two (32), Township Thirty (30)
North, Range ‘Twenty (20) West, described as followss

Beginning at a point where the 8% of the NWj of Section 32
intersects the center line of the Stillwater and S%. Panl

- road; running thence Norbheasterly along the center line.

of said roaci 46 a ?omt two (2) rods No'r‘th of said South
line of the South % of the Novthweat % of said Section 32;

~thence Westerly paralle? with and 2 rods distant Northerly

from ssid South line twenty-two (22) rods o a point; thence
Norbheasterly on & line parallel with bhe center line of -

said road to the North Bine of the South % of the Northv:est'

of said Section 32; thence Westerly on said North line to
the Worthwest corner of said Sectlon; thence Ea.sterl;sr on said

North Tine to the Northeast corner af the South % of the Ncrﬁiwebt o

of Section 323 ﬁheme Sautherly on the East Iine of sald South %

" of the Norbhwest 3 ¥ of Section 32 to the Som;heast corner thereof;

t‘zc,nr,@ Easterly on the South line of said South % of the Nor’tm:e.;b
% of said Section 32 bo the place of beglinning.

‘iT 18 TURTHER ORDERED: That until the next statégor feéeral ceusus the
pkopulai.wn of S;lllwater shall be ingr eased to 10,203 for all purposes., |
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That all other assets and obligations of the

Town Q :f'stillwaftef shall remain the property arid_respcnsibility of the

- Township.

.Dated this 30%  day of Ogtober _ , 1972

MINKESOTA MUNLCIPAL COMMISSIO&V
304 Capitol Square Bullding
St. Paul, Minmesota 55101

Howard 1. Kaibel, Jr.
Executive Secretary

#&‘f{jé

'STATE OF MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
FILED -
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MEMORANDU M

This memoréndum &§CCmpuniesrthﬁ Einneéuha Municipai‘ﬁommisaieu Findings of Fact,
: Cﬁncluslons of Law and Order approving A»l?SS "Wild ﬂiuea“ and outlinns the Comnission’ s‘
o intentions thh regard to szﬂﬁﬁ "Feely-Hooley" which was consclidatad with Arl?&S o
far purpese of hearings, Th&'commission,has decidad to postpﬁne fiﬂal action on A»ZOBS
7“ which has -been expanded to include all of Stillwatﬁr Tawwship south of Highway 26 for
a period of 30 days in order to give the gavernments 5nv01ved one more opportunity
to work out an agreement for or&erly annexation. The purpose of this memorandumuafter

review;ng the background of these procecdings is to explain our recluctance to grant

plecemeal annexations, to examine the advantages of orderly aunexation and finally

-f% ‘ to outline the commission's alternatives if some agreement camnot be reached.
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; BACKGROUND
Buriug'the last two years the commission has spentyan enormous amount of time
' and resources consxderimg pethions involving community planning and development in
- the stillwater Tawnship area west of the Czty of Stillwater and the Vlllage:of Oak Park

*'Heightso We have helﬁ exhaustmve hearings involvzng over a thousand pages of transcribed

“testimany and- more Lhan a hunﬁred exhibits., Many additional hours have been spen? in

‘inrarmaﬂ maetxngs axmed at resolving thess conflicts by‘agreement of &he part:esq

PiECEMEAL ANNEXATIONS

In February of. this year the commlssion 1ssued a memorandum in comnection with a : P

Farmxngton aanexatien which contalns language that bears repeating in the Stxllwater

R ,situation.

+

B T B s

to discourage further plecemeal annexations in the
Farmington area. A long range boundary selution is
-neaded, Procedures, such as orderly anmexation, are
avallable to bring about long range solutxons.

”Local offxrlals must accept the fact that boundary
changes are necessary and will occur, and in good R N :
~faith work for changes that will - beneflt the people = . R S
of the entire area, We have yet to see evidence of ~ ' ' : [
this kind. Gf attitude»"

‘We have reached the same conalusion with redoubled emphagis iu'the Sriilwater SRR S
‘area. ﬁll of the planners called as expert ‘wlitnesses at the hearlngs regardless of
‘ other disagr&ements were unanimous in recommending orderly annex&tlon over the pipcemeal ‘

"appxaach. The Washington County ?lanning Cowmi ssion and the staff of the Metropoiitan

Ccuncilfeven‘urged denial of the pending getiticns for this reason. Wkile we have not %ﬁ\ ;
‘ ,taken the drastic step of danyiup the panding petitions solely on tbia bauiu, the }

‘ ‘commission will give increased weight to such recommendations in the~futurev :

P T P T L N Y P

"HOwever; we wish to emphatically expreés our intention : . : SR



';ﬁWle Pines" is altéady'under'conslruatibn, The‘Metropnlit&n'SeWEr Board has ordered

'the commission to be unreasonable under the circumstancewo

1969 in ordexr to provide a vehicle for the alleviation of the problems described

The pending petitions ware begun in good falth and have been presentad and arpued
at’cpnsiﬁerable,expense wlthout notice of a commission policy discouraging thems‘,They ,

deserva,considarasionkbn their meritg. Thekhousing development involved in A-1985

"th& area to be severed by the City of Stillwater and much of the sewer collectzon system

l has alraady been condttnctcdo Denial or further delay on Lhis petiticn,appears to

"~ The commission is requﬂred under Lhe statute. to solicit and weigh the xncommendatxons
af‘the Planning Commission and the Metropolitan Council and hereby gives notice that
such'testimony cpposing piecemeal annexation will be accorded increased consideration I

Viﬁ,any.future proceedings in the Stillwater area,

ORDERLY ANNEXATION ’ - o ‘ - S O
?

-The Minnesota State Legislature established "oxderly aunexation® procedures in

~ above. It has numerous advantages for all concerned:

1;,Plénning‘aerrésighted éityrfathers kﬁcw ﬁhatkfhey;musﬁ plan today far.éity
rngQEhAWBichlﬁilirﬁékévpiacé teﬁ‘orVEﬁanty years,in th.e’futukre° 'They~muét‘” f*‘ ,,}Q gft;-fﬁa
i decide for exanple how bzg water and sewer mains should be to serve future o : | : '5f
‘:_growth as - they can't come back evety feW'yearq to dig up and rcplace them. . | :
They are. facea with a complex varxety of these decisions in every area of
municipal services such as water and sewer plant capaczty or whether and
where to buxld ‘the next fzre statlon, ,Orde:ly annexatlon,g;ves them an
‘bp§qfﬁunity to plan for such~grbwth;ﬁhile not annexing any aﬁea until the
":gtdwth actuélly'occuré . '
Ordarlx Annexations frequently 1nvolve Aareas Whlch contaln,a variety of .
land uaesb " Some resLaent;al and commerclal property owners have an
r,immﬁdiate needvfor muﬁicipal services while others such as farmers;have

no. need for such services and won't for many years. Orderly annexation

s e gy O

guarantees falmers and others that their land will not be 1nc1uded in city
boundaries until they decxde to develcp ot subdivide thexr property until

they need c1ty serVLces and until the city can plovide themo

Flexibllitz - The commission is limited in most annexatlons to Approving,or
denying the petition and has no power to deal with the eriad‘of probleﬁs
causad by each bouﬁdary;aﬂjustment. Orderly annexation allows the communities

involved to fashion a compfehenéive agreement passed by both pgovermments.
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which containg assurances, guarantecs, complicaled (inancial and other
arvangements which can solve these problems. These agreements can set up

timetables for boundary extension and joint planning and zouing arrangements

for the orderly annexation areiq The communities can provide specific

iemedial advantages in tbeif agteement for persons who would oﬁhe:ﬁisérr

he,hardest hit ﬁy‘annexations Such as deferred assessments for water and

seﬁéf exténsionSrpast*homes #hgt have only recently javested considerably
in wells or casspools, - |

Security = zens and property owmers have called and written the commission

imploring us to tell them what will be theixr future governmental situation,

We can iny tell them whether they are involved in a pending petition without

any prediction as to whether it will be approved or whether they may be
involved in a future petition. Under orderly annexation these citizens
would'be;able to determine whgre and when city growth is projected to ocecur
And‘would be abié'tofplan’their liﬁes and‘businesses éccbrdingly;,,

Services S Most mnnlclpallties have a rig1d pollcy of refuszng to extend

,certaln servxces beyond thelr bordets even on a centract basxs unless the

f\persons invclved will agree to petltion for annexatlon* Under orderly

annexatlon there vﬁll no 1onger be any need for. such a pollcy as c1t1es

will be assured that as the areas proposed for orderly annexatxon requ;re

full city servxces thelr borders will be extendedg

Googpratmon - Repeated annexatzon ‘battles 1nvolv1ng hard fought hearings

' tend to generate bztterness ‘and enmltyq Such hearlngs cause deep seated,
' dlvisions W1thmn communxt1es and between pub11o offlcmals whxch make;

:1essenﬁial communzty wide cooperatlon 1mpossib}e to achxeve° Oruexly

anneratxon substltutes and tends to generate cooperation.,

fefzéﬁﬁi - In moqL annexatlons everyone's taxes go up immedlately to the

: city level regardless of whether they are receivxng municlpal serviceq.

7: Under orderly annexatlon no one is annexed until services are avazlable
1zand anyone who is annexed is guaranteed a\gradual increase in taxes from
,\Lhe town mill rate to the ciLy m111 rate over a three to £1ve year period

‘*dependiug on theftime required to provide them With full muniaipal services;f;
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This is only on abbreviated and overly pgeneralizod statement of the advantages

of orderly ammexation ta everyone concerned. Thern are fhe reasons that the

: Metropeiitan'CouncilﬁsﬁaffgVtye‘Waéhington County Planning Commission and the

planners hired by each of the communities involved have unanimously recommended

e e e

. brderly snnaxation, “The initiation ig up to the iscal governing bodies. We

'ncfe that the Stzllwater City Council has enacted proposal f01 orderly anneratjon,

kIf that proposal is unacceptable to the Town Board; they have’yet to submit a_counter

Nt proposal,

COMMISSION ALTBRNATTVES

The commission under the statute has no power to require orderly annexation,
We have postponed our deecision in A-2056 for thirty days in the sincere hope that

the communities involved will be able to make some progress toward this broader

A e

,If ne progress is made we willvbe left with takipg'some action on the pending T
'petztio%, The statute gives the/commissian only a limited power to expand a
proposed annexaulon in order to include additlbﬁdl pxoperty which is about ‘to.

becOme urban.or suburban in character and to preserve or improve the symmetry of

:mun;cipal noundar;es,_ We have axpdnded;the hearing on this peﬁitlon to conszder

all of the area south of Highway 96 and have thoroughly considered testimony as = ¥

et e sy

to how we might improve on the pending petition in some limited way. But we stress
‘that any expansion which we might order would not in anyVWay approach @ solution

‘ to boundary prbblems inithi3~area, We can only improve on the perztvon hefore

AT T s

us = & solution is up to the communlties 1nvolved
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