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J , 'OTA} . District Court 
S'fATE OF MlNNES s. ix.th Judicial District 

COUN'TY OF WATONWA~ 
In the mattet of the Petition of 
Thomas 'fonnesson and. others, 
for the appointment of a Board 
of Fifteen Freeholders, for the 
CitY of St. Jame_s, under the 
provisions of Article. IV_; Sec­
tion 36 of the Constitution of 
Minnesota, ·and the statutes 
enacted in. pursuance thereof. 
on reading the petition of 'fhomtts Tonnessen and oth­

ers dated April 29th, 1916, and filed m the office of the Clerk 
of Court on the 14th day of October, 1916,. and upon the affi­
davits of Christ Larsen, J. L.Lobben and Thomas Tonue~­
sou filed berem and on 'motion of J. I,, Lobban for the sa1cl 
petitionei·s and no one appearing i~ opposition ~hereto, 11:nd 
it ap earing to the undersigned1 bemg the_ s~le Judge of the 
Distiict Court of the Sixth Judicial District m and for Wat­
onwan County, Minnesota, tha~it isfor the best interests of 
the City of St. James, :Minnesota, that the prayer of the pe-
tioners be granted. . ~ , rr 

NOW '!'HERE.FORE, it is ordered th~t fhoJ?laS on­
nesson, c. H, Engelbracht, C. Ellsworth, lt. ~· G1lberts?n, 
George Schoffman, J. L. Lobbeu, John Pedvm, J. O. ,n­

, seen C. E. Fuller, E. Z. Rasey, C. T. Crowley, C. C. 1\~ er-
son.,'J. K. Sonnesyn, William G. Manning and E. A, Gibbs, 
fifteen freeholders, who ate and. have been qualified vot~rs 
of the said city of St, James, Minnesota, for the past five 
years, be, and they hereby are appointed and they sha~I 

1
con­

stitute a board of fifteen freeholders, under the prov1S ons 
of Section 36, of .A.rticle IV, of the Constitution of tile Sta~e 
of Mmnesota ancl of statJites enacted in pursuance thereo:r, 
to draft a charter for the City of St. James, Wntonwand 
C,ounty, Mmnesota, the same to be drafted, returned· an 
submitted in accordance with law. . 

AND IT IS ll1URTHER ORDERED, , that said bo!J,td 
shall make such reports to me as 1 shalt. a.t any Ume reqtur1, 
and shall perform all the acta and duties req1tired bf sue 1 

rules as may, at any time, be deemed desirable and neces­
sary and as I may make in reference to such board. 

Dated this 25th day of Oatober, 1916. 
W. L. Coms•rooK, 

Flled October 25th, JOlO, 
District Judge. 

K, S. Tn:0MFSOi)T, · 
Clerk of District Court. 

S'fATE OF MINNE::;OTA} 
OOUNfi O:FWATONWAN BS , 

I. K. S. Thompson, Clerk of the District court, Waton- · 
wan County, and State of Minnesota do hereby certify t~at r have compared the foregoing paper writing with the or1g­
mal Court's Orcl~r appointing fifteen freeholders to draiy a 
charter :for the City ~f St. James Watonwan County, .Mm­
nesota,. in the action therein entitled, now remaining of 
record m my ofl\~e, and that the same is a trne and correct 
copy apd transcript of said original, and the whole thereof. 

. Witness ~Y hand and seal of said Court, at St: James, 
Mmnesota, tlus 27th day of M~rch, A,, D., 1018, 

(s 1) K. s. TUOUl'SON' I 
ea Clerk of the Distri.ct Conr,. 

CHARTER 
l 

_OF THE 

CITY OF' ST. JAMES, MINN. 

CHAI'TER I. 

Names, Powers, Boundaries and Succession. 

NAME AND POWERS. 

Section 1. All that district of country in, the County of 
Watonwan and. State of Minnesota, contained within the 
limits and boundaries hereinafter described, and all the 
people now inhabiting and those ,vho shall hereinafter in­

. habit said district, shall be a municipal corporation by the 
name of "The City of St. James,'' and: by that name may 
sue ,and be sued, plead and be impleaded in any court or 
tribunal; have perpetual succession, make and use a <Jom­
mon seal, and !lllter it at pleasure; take, hold, purchase, 
lease and convey au such real estate, personal and mixed 
property within or without the limits of said distlict, as the 
purpose· of the corporation may require, or the transaction 
or exigencies of its business may render convenient; shall 
be capable of contracting and being contracted \VTth and 
shall have all the general powers possessed by municipal 
corporations at common law, and in addition thereto, all 
powers that may be granted to it under the general laws 
of the State of Minnesota, or by its charter. 

CITY BOUNDARIES. 

,, Sec. 2. The lands and territory included within the fol-
lowing described boundaries and limits shall constitute the 
said City of St. James, namely: Commencing at the north­
west corner of Section thirteen (18) township one }mndred 
and six (106), range thirty-two f32), thence running due 
south along the west line of said Section, 5154 -feet; thence 
west for a distance of 100 feet ip.to Section fourteen (14), 
township one hunclred and six (106), ·range t~irty-two (32); 
th'ence south 145 feet, thence east 100 feet tu the east line 
of Section fourtP.e,n (14), thence runnifig due south on the 
line between Sections thirteen (13) and fol1l'teen (14), 
twenty-three (23) and twenty-four (M), a distance of 
1337,5 feet, thence east through Section twenty-four (24), 
township one hun_dred and six (106), range thirty-two 
(32), on the one-eighth (¾) S~ction line, 5302 feet to the 
east line of Section twenty-four (24), township one hun-
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dred ancl st:xt (106), range thirty-two . (32), thence no~th, 
on the east line of sections twenty-four (24) and Section 
thirteen (13), township one hundred and six (106), ra~e 
thirty-two (3.2), 65M.6 feet to the northeast corner of sa.J.d 
section thirteen (13); then~ west on the north line of 
said Secti~n thirteen (13), 6396 feet to place of beginning; 
according to the '.1J914 Plat of the Re-Survey Of SL Jam.es 
township, on file and of record in the office of the Reg-
ist(lr of Deeds. 

WARD BOUNDARIES. 

Sec. 3. The city of St. .Tames is hereby divided into 
two (2) wards, 1.lounded and descri-bed as follows: 

First Ward. Tbe, first ward of. the City of St. James 
shall include the· following terxit~ry described -by . metes 
and bounds as follows: All that tra:ot of Jand lYirig and 
being in Watonwan county, Minnesota, described by metes. · 
and •bounds as ~nows, to•'\'\iit: Beginning, at the northwest 
corner of said section thirteen (13), running thence due 
south along the west line of said section for a distap.ce of 
5154 feet; thence west for a distance of 100 feet into sec­
tion fourteen (14), in !:laid township one hundred six: (106), 
range thirty-two (32.), thence south for a. distance of 145 
teet, thenee east. for a, distance of 100 .feet, to .the ea.st 
line of sai<J section. twenty-three (23), ,running thence due 
soutll on the Une between Sections thirteen (18) and 
fourteen (l.4}, twenty.three 11nd twenty-four (24}, for a 
distance of 133.'l,5 feet, thence dtte ea.st in sitid section 
twenty-four (24),. township .one hundred and six. (106), 
range thirty-two (32), on the south line of the north half 
(Nlf.i) of the north half (N¼) of said section twenty-four 
(24), to Sixth (6th) . street of the <iity of St, James, as 

• the same is now platted and laid out• running thence Il(lrth ~ 
along the CElrtter of Sixth street to' Sixth avenue of said 
City of St. ,James; running thence. in a northwesterly di­
rection along the center. of Sixth · street, crossing the 
right of way of the 1Chlcago, st. Paul, Minneapolis and 
Omaha Railway Company to Fourth aYenue of First addi­
tion to the City of St. James according to the recorded 
plat thereof; l'llnning tlience northerly along the center ot 
Arm.stroJ:l_g avenue, to the ,Northwest corner of the North.:; 
east quarter of. said Section thirteen (13), and running 
thence due west for a dl11tance Qf 2628 feet to the place 
of beginning. 

Second Ward. The second ward of tlie City of St. 
Jam.es shall include the following territory described by 
metes and bounds as follows: That t ct of }and Jylng 
·and being in Watonwan County, Mlnn::ota, described bY 
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metes and bounds as followa, to-wit: Beginning at the 
Northwest corner of the Northeast quarter of said 
Section thirteen (18), and running thence due 
eas't to the . northeast corner of said l;lec-
tion thirteen (13), .2698 .feet, running thence due south 
along the section Hne, 6594.5 feet to the southeast corner 
or the northeast quarter of the northeast quarter .of said 
f:lection twer1ty-foui· (24); running thence due west to the 
point of intersection of the south boundary line of the 
north half of the northeast quarter of Section twenty-four 
(24) and Sixth street .of the said City of St. James, and 
from said point of intersection running thence north along 
the center of said Sixth street of the City of St. .Tames, 
to Sixth avenue of said city, running thence in a north­
westerly direction along the center of Sixth street across 
the right of way of the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis, 
and Omaha Railway Company to · Fourth avenue of First 
addition to the City of St. James, according to the record­
ed plat thereof, and thence running northerly along the 
center of Armstrong avenue, to the place of beginning. 

Provid.ed, . that, after the organization of said city un­
der this charter, the council may from tune· to time, by 
vote of two-thirds of the members-elect thereof, by reso­
lution or ordinance make such redivision of the city in,to 
wards as may be required by the public interests, but no 
ward shall be created that shall contain fewer than two 
hundred legal voters i and provided further, that, when for 
two successive··etections the number of votes cast in a 
ward shall exceed 'four hundred, then said council .shall 
subdivide such ward into election .p'recin:cts; or make sub­
division of said city into wards, that each ward will con­
tain not more than four hundred v~tes. Provid~d. that, 
In such a. re-diVision, it shall be the duty of the council 
to provide for an equal population as near as may be in 
each ward. 

SUCCESSION. 

Sec. 4. When this charter takes effect, The City of St. 
James shall be and become the legal successor of the city 
of SL Jam.es, under Its former charter and shall be vestod 
with all f_1·anchises, rights and immunities, formerly vested 
in said City of St, James, except as herein otherwise pro­
vided. All property and property rights and interests or 
evecy kind and n~ture, formerly vested in said City, ;hall 
when this chartei takes effect, be and become vellted in, 
and possessed by, The City of St . .Tames, tmder this char­
ter, 

i 
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be elected a mayor- for two years, a treasurer for two years, 
one ald.erman at large for two years, one alderman from 
each ward for two years one alderman from each ward for 
one year, and thereafter' at all subsequent annual elections 
there shall be elected two aldermen from each ward for 

two years. 

ELECTION L.A.WS. 

Sec. 9. All general laws of the State of Minnesota, 
relating to elections and the preliminaries thereof, shall, 
so far as applica,ble, apply to and govern all elections .un­
der this charter, . and are hereby adopted as a part of this 
charter, the same as if herein specifically re-enacted. The 
i-etums shall be made to the clerk and within thi:ee days 
after any election under this charter, the council shall meet 
and canvass the returns thereof and d-'}clare the result, as 
appears from such returns, and the clerk shall forthwith 
give notice,· in writing, to the officers elected of their re­
spective elections. A. plurality of votes for elective offi­
cers shall constitute an election, When two or more persons 
shall receive an equal number of votes for the same of­
fice, the election shall be determined by the casting of 
lots, in the presence of the council, at such time ancl 
place and in such U'anner as it ma.y direct. 

RESIGiNATION AND ABANDONMENT. 

Sec. 10. Any elective or appointive officer provided for 
by this charter, having entered upon t)le du.ties of his of­
fice, may resign the .same by and with the consent of the 
council; provid~d, that any member of a )loard may resign 
with the consent· of such board. Any .elective or appol~t­
ive officer, changing his residence from the city, or any al­
derman from the ward for which he was elected or ap­
poin,ted, and any such officer who shall refuse or without 
cause, neglect to. enter upon the discharge of the duties of 
his office, for ten days after the beginning of the term for 
which he was elected or appointed to fill, and ten days 
after being notified by the clerk of his election or appoint­
ment, shall be deemed t~ have vacated and abandoned such 
office. 

Removals. 

BY COUNCIL-, 

Sec. 11. Any elective or appointive officer provided 
for by this charter, may be removed from hi~ offi b 
affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the memb ce Y 

th
e 

·1 b t u h rt· ers of the 
counc1 ; u no s c o icer shall be removed except for 
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cause, nor unless he has first. been furnished with a copy 
of the charges against him and has had reasonable oppor­
tunity to be heard in person or by coum,el, in his own 
defense. The eouncil shall have the power to fix the time 
and place of trial of such .officer, wlm shall be given at· 
least ten days' notice thereof, to arrange the mode of 
trial· to compel attendance of witnesses and the produc­
tion' of papers; to administer oaths and to hear the proofs 

and arguments. _ 
If such officer shall · neglect, after du.e notice, to make 

answer to such charges, tha same shall be cause for re-
-moval without further notice. When any such hearing is 

ended, the council shall forthwith proceed, lo vote viva 
,·oce on ron call, upon a . motion deelar!ng such officer 
removed. Among: such causes, shall be continued absence 
by aldermen, without leave, from three consecutive regu­
lar · meetings of said council, or by any member of a board 
trom the meetings of such board, or neglect of duty by 
· any officer. 

BY COURT. 

Whenever twenty-five or more freeholders of the City 
of St. ,Tam~. shall file in the Disttict Court of Watonwan 

. County, a verified complaint, charging that any elective or . 
appointive officei- of the city has been. gUilty ot a misde• 
meanor or malfeasance in office, or has committed any act 
which is cause :or removal . from office, under tbls char~ 
ter, and setting forth the tacts up0n which such .chargea 
are based. any one of the judges or said court, upon pre• 
sentatlon of such complaint to him, may issue an order, 
returnable ~fore him or said district court, reqiliring the 
officer complained of to appear and. answer said complaint 
and show cause why he shollld not be removed from, bis 
office. Upon the return o! such order said court or a 
judge thereot, shall prescribe the course' of pleading, the 

!ime of trial and the manner -of procedm:e therein, 
and after hearing the said cause said court shall re· 
move such officer from office and i,hall de~are }tis office 
vacant, if it shall appear at the trial that said officer has 
been guilty of the misdemeanor or malfeasance in office sPe• 
citied in the complaint. ., 

QUALIFICATIONS. 

Se~. 12. No person shall be eligible to any office un· 
der this charter who has ever been convicted of any .felony 
or who is not, at the time of filing his nomination certift· 

·i 
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cate or at the time of his appointment to such office, a 
qualified elector of me City of St. James, and able to read 
and write the English language understandingly, or who 
is at such time interested in any contract with the City 
of. st. James to which he is a party, either individually, 

or as a firm. 
The term "contract:• as used in this section shall be 

construed to include the transaction of sale, barter or ex· 
change, by which any property of the city if transferred or 
acquired bY said city or labor or services are performed 

for said city. 

CONTRACTS PROHIBITED. 

sec. 13. .No officer or employe of the city shall vote 
for or make any con~ract in behalf of said city or any de­
l)artinent · thereof, witb himself, or with any ,firm of whicb 
he is a member nor shall he be in any manner, directly or 
indirectly, interested in any contract with the city; and 
any contract in which any officer or employe of the city Is, 
or becomes, directly or indirectly, interested, shall be and 
necome absolutely void, and any such officer, by the fact 
of such vote, shall forfeit his office; and any money which 
shall be paid on such contract bY the city' may be recovered 
back from any or all the persons interested• therein, ,by a 
joint or separate action; provided, that this section shall 
not be construed to i\PlllY to a contract fot: the deposit of 
the funds of the city. 

VACANCIES. ,I 

Sec. 14, Whenever a vacancy shal~ occur in any of 
, the elective or appointive offices, provided for by this char• 
ter, by reason of death, resignation, change of residence, 
refusal or neglect to enter upon the discharge of his office, 
or any ot11er cause, such vacancy sba.11 be filled tor the 
unexiplred term by appointment of the council. 

POWERS. 

Sec. 15. From and after the time this charter shall go 
into effect the various omcers of the City of St J 

h th th 
• ff' . ames, 

w e er en m O ice or subsequently appointed, shall be 
vested with such , powers nnd functions, and with such pow­
ers and functions only, as shall be specified in this charter 
as to their respective omces, but this section shall not 
be construed to extend. the term ot office of any officer 
elected or appointed, pnor to the adoption of this charter. 

' l 
i 
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the entire council. He shall be the chief execµtive officer 
of the city and shall have command and control of its po­
lice force. He shall cause the laws of this state, the pro­
visions of this charter and the ordinances of the 0ity, to 
be duly observed and enforced within the city, 1tnd all other 
officers of the city to discharge their respective duties; 
and to that end may institute and maintain any appropriate 
action · or proceeding against any delinquent officer:" He 
shall, from ~ime to time, give the council such information 
and recommend such measures as he shall deem advan­
tageous to ·the city. He shall sign all warrants. and all 
orders drawn on the treasurer and all .bonds, obligations antl 
contracts on behalf .of the city, except as may be other­
wise provided for herein. He sha11, upon service of notice, 
summons or process upon him, in action or proceeding 
against. the city, forthwith inform the council thereof. 

VETO POWER. 

Sec. 20. Every ordinance or reso1ution of the coun~ 
oil shall before it takes effect, be presented to the mayor for 
approval; if he shall approve it, he shall sign the same, 
but if he shall disapprove it, he shall return it to the 
council· witb . his -0bjections thereto, ,by depositing the same 
with the clerk, to be presented to the · council at its next 
regular meeting, or at a special meeting called for that 
purpose. Upon. the return of any ordinance or resolution 
by the mayor, the vote by which the· same was passed ahall 
be deemed to have been re-considered and the question 
shall again be put upon the passage of the same notwith­
standing the objections of the mayor, and if, upon such 
submission, the council shall pass by a two-thirds vote of 
all its ~embers, It shall ·have the same effect as if approved 
by the mayor, and the vote shall be yeas and nays and it 
shall be entered by the clerk. If an ordinance or resolu­
tion shall not be deposited with the clerk by the mayor 
within five days after it shall have been presented to him, 
the same shall have the same effect as if approved by him. 

ACTI,NG MAYOR, 

Sec. 21. At the- annual m.eeting of the council in each 
year, it shall proceed to elect by ballot from its number, 
an acting may~r, who shall preside over the meetings of 
the council. ~urmg th~ absence of the mayor from the city, 
or his lnab1hty from a. ny cause to d'isch th d t' arge e u 1es of 
the office, and who shall exercise a·1t th e powers and dis-
charge all the duties of the mayor d . t , an ac s performed by 
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him, when acting as mayor as aforesaid, sball have the 
same force and validity as if performed by the mayor, 

. He shall have tbe right to vote jn the council, tut 
shall not cast the deciding vote in the ev.ent of a tie. $uch 
acting mayor shall continue to disch.'lrge the duties herein 
.assigned to him, until the mayoi' returns· to his dUtieir and 
actually resumes the duties of his. office; and in case of 
vaoancy in the office of the mayor from any cause, the 
acting n1a:yor shall coniinlle in the office of the mayor until 
the successor of the mayor ,is elected or appointed. and 
qualified, 

Clerk. 
DUTIES. 

Sec. 22. The clerk shall · keep the cor.i}orat~ seal <ff 
the city and all papers and records thereof, except aS: Mre•. 
in otherwise provided; attend all meetings of the council · 
and keep a record of all proceedings thereof. He ,shnll 
draw and sign all orders on the treasurer as directed •by the 

. council, and he shall keep a full and accurate $C®unt of all 
orde:rs so drawn by him, in books. provided for that pur­
pose, and said books shall show to whom and for what pur- ·. 
pose said orders were drawn. He shall attest the stgrtafw•e 
of the mayor to all conti-acts lfl!u a!IiXi t11~" seal oi tll& eltr · 
theri>to and deliver the same to proper officer or party, 
He sha11 lteep regular booki; or account which shall, at all 
times, show the precise financial condition of the city, a 
record of all bonds, orders, warrants or other evidence of 
indebtedness issued, a record of an -0rders, · bonds, war· · 
rants or other evidence of indebtedness whl'i!h have been 
rede'emed and the amount of each .outstanding, 

Said books shall contain separate accounts with the 
different city officers and the various funds of t11e city, 
and the amount, date and <the. purpose of eacll ap»roprla.· 
lion made by the council and ;u payments made on ac• 
count of same. He. shall endorse upon each ordinnnce and 
resolution the time when the same was deliY.ered bT him 
to ~e mayor, and the tim,{> when tb~ same was returned 
t? him b~ the mayor. Re shall, UPon request, furnish cer• 
hfied copies ~f paperR and records in his J.l()ssesslon and 
":hen so certified by him, under the corporate seal of .the 
city, they shall be received in evide in the courts, the 
same _as if the originals theteor w:;: produced ty said 
clerk m tuch court, and he shall,.collect for sucb: ser1ices 
su.:h _fees as are allowed to the clerks f the District Courts 
~f Minnesota. for similar services, Re s~all record nt length, 
m a book provided by the city for that purpose all offioial and 
other bonds running to the City of st. Ji:n\es, excepting, 

.. 
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only the bonds of the clerk and treasurer, which shall be 
recorded in the office of the Register of Deeds of Waton­
wan County, and all bonds shall be filed and preserved by 

the clerk. 
Ile shall collect from the obligors upon all such bonds 

or the person presenting the same for record, such fees as 
is allowed for similar ~ervices to the Register of Deed$ ot 
Watonwan County. 

OFFICIAL POWERS. 

Sec. 23. The clerk shall have t'he power to adminis­
ter oaths and affirmations and talte and certify acknowl-. 
edgments of deeds and other instruments in all cases in 
which the same are required. or sanctioned by law. He 
shall have ,the power to appoint, subject to the approval 
of the council, a deputy clerk, who shall liold his office at 
the pleasure of the clerk or council and shall have authori­
ty,. under the direction of the clerlt, to perform all the du­
ties of that office. 

The salary o'f the deputy shall •be paid v,y the clerk . 

FEES. 

Sec. 24. .All fees paid to the clerk for filing and re­
cording papers and other services, by the public at large. 
shall be turned over by him to the city treasurer and placed 
in the general' fund. •c 

He shall keep an accurate account of all fees received 
by him and report to the council monthly the amount 
thereof. 

BOND. 

\3ec. 25. Before entering upon his duties, the clerlc 
shall· execute and deliver to ithe city a surety bond i h 

tl ll d
. . , n sue 

'sum as 1e counc may 1rect. The city to pay the premium 
thereon. 

Treasurer, 

DUTIES OF TREASURER. 

Sec. ~6, The .'Treasurer. shall receive and safely keep 
all moneys 11elongmg to or accruing to tl it . 
license money and fines d . ie c Y, mcluding 

. ' an shall keep, accurate and de-
tailed account thereof, and he sltall b t· e en 1tled to and 
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. of the treasurer of Watonwan 

shall demand and rece1v\ d bY law, all moneys due the 
County, at the time speru :~ts including interest and pen­
city for taxes and as;ie-ssmt f, all levies and assessments 

th n on accoun o 
alties. ereo •. . ii or its predecessor$. · . 
made by tM mty counc · t d'an of alt ,bonds, certiftcates of 

He shall be the cus? !res :held by the city, or in the 
indebtedness or other s:cun ~iw'n · receipt of any money by 
sinking fund of said ci y, dit the same to the separate 
him, he shall forthwith . crespectively belongs, or for which 
funds to which the s:::h:~1 deposit the same daily, in the 
it has been le~ed, a order of the treasurer, in such de-
name of the city, to the · b desfgnated by the council 
positories as shall have een . 
therefor. 

CITY DEPOSITOR!~~ r national bank, or t:r.ust com-
Sec. 21i. Any s a .e 1° place of •business in said city, .h · · g its princ1pa , 

pany . :i-vm. b the council, by resolution, after ad­
may be d:signated . ~ 1 aper for proposals and receiv~ng 
vertising m th

e off~a~ s!curlty will be given to said city 
proposals, stating '~ ·ted and containing the conditions 
for sue~ funds s~it:P::~ru~d interest . shall be held sub­
that .said funds . d pa.yments at all times on de~ 
ject to ~he~~s~ or:;:: ::e il.mount deposited in any such 
mand. P.rr>V~~ll • not ex<Jeed the aasessed capital stock ot 
depoaitory s . as the same shall appear on the duplic1J,te 
said depositorY ded ~ rther . that ithe proposals above re­
tax list; phrovill . t' b: act;d upon by the council until ten ferred to s a no 
d after advertisement. 

ays B fore any such bauk or trust company shall be des~ 
t .~ as such dl)pository, it shall deposit. With such treas­

igna : bond payable to the City of St. James, and executed 
~;e:ot less '·than three free holders of the State of Minn:­
sota as 'sureties, or in lieu thereof, a bond . turnis}led ~ 

ome reputable surety company, which bond shall be ap 
~roved by the council and shall ·be in such amount as said 
council shall direct; and in at least double the amounts . 
of funds to be deposited in aaid · depositor;-; said bond to 
oe conditioned fm• the safe keeplng and paymiint .. of . such 
i'unds and interest thereon and whenever required to do so 
,by the council such depository slta.ll furnish a new bond and 
other sureties to be likewiae a.I)proved, . 

11
. 

Whenever any portion of the funds of the city sha 
be deposited by the treasurer 1n such depository, Ute sure• 
ties on ·his official bond sh11JJ to such extent, be exempt 
from. all lio.bility thereon, by reason. of a loss of such de• 
posit~d runds while so deposited, through the failu~e or 
b!J,nkruptcy, or any other net or default of. such depository. 
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WHBN TO PAY OUT MONEY. 

Sec. 28, The treasurer shall pay no money out of the 
treasury except in the following. cases. t[pon an order or 
warrant properly drawn and countersigned, which has been 
first duly autb,orized iby the council and Which shall speci­
fy the purpose for which it is drawn and the person to 
whom it is payable, and upon the payment and receipt by 
him of any such order or warrant, the treasurer sh1J,ll can­
cel and file the same, and it shall not be again issued, and 
he shall keep separate, orders drawn on each particular 
fund. .All warrants so cancelled by him, as aforesaid, shall 
be turnetl ov,er to the clerk by said treasurer monthly, 
along with his repol't hereinafter referred to, 

In case such warran.ts were issued for pa:vnrents .of 
bonds .of .said city, or interest coupons thereon, then such 
bonds or -coupons shall be cancelled ,by the Treasurer and 
1•et~rned by him with such warrant, to the, clerk. 

MONTHLY STATlllMIDNT •. 

Sec. 29. The Treasurer shall, on the first of each 
month make a statement to the council of the amount bl': 
him received and <lisbur.sed on account of each fund and li 
statement of the amount Of money ill his hands in the var­
ious f1mds,:de1lo{lited with each deI:ositor.r, and the totul 
amount of the city's funds and where placed 'and deposited, 

Ho shall, whenever notified so to do by the council, 
withdraw all funds from any del)ository,so designated; as 
he:retnbefore provided, and notify· the council . thereof, and 
shall deposit no more therein until authorized so to do 
by the council; and such funds, when so withc;lra'Yn, shall 
be re-deposited by him in 1:he dopository of . the . city, to 
be desi~ated by the councll. 

MISUSE OF CITY MONEY, 

No funds of the city shall be. loaned liy the 'treasurer 
to an:y officer of the city or any other person or otherwls!:I 
dl1Jposed of, except in accordance with law. Any viola­
tion of any prpvlsions of this section shall, unless otherw1se 
punishable by the crhnina1 laws of the state, be punished 
by a fine' in the sum not exceeding one thousand dollars 
or by imprisonment in th& county jail of W!),tonwan County, 
not exceeding one year. The treasure1· is prohibited from 
paying any W1J,:rrant Which,· upon its face, shows that it is 
drawn in violation of this charter or of the laws of the 
state, and' in .case of any such payment, the treasurer and 
the sureties. upon his bond shaU be liable to the city for 
the amount of such warrant. 



I.. 

-14-

BOND OF TREASURER, 
sec. 31, Before entering upon the duties of his. office 

the treasurer shall give a cbond to the city in such sum as 
tlle council ma.y direcJ,. for the faithful verformance of the 

duties of bis office, 

Auclitor. 

EXAMINATlO~S ~ND RJJlPORTS. 

Seo. 32. Th1:i auditor shalt check up the bOoks of the r 

treasurer every three months, count the cash and verify 
the bank balancea and forthwith repott to the council . the 
conditions of the m.oneYs of the -Oity and of it~ several 
funds, at the time of his ex.atnination. He shaU also re- · 
r,;ol-t to the council as to tl1e conectne~s of each staten1ent 
made hy the treasurer to the council and as to whether the 
money,s reported by the treasurer are actually in his. hands 
or on deposit, as set forth in said treasurer's .statement. 
He shall, also, every three months check up the books and 
accounts of tbe water and electric ]lght department and, of 
all other receiving and disbursing officers, boards and de­
partments of . the city and shall certify to the correctness 

, or incorrectness of such books and ac~ounts ~d of the re-
ports subniittetl by said officers to !l~d c~un.c1t Upon the .. 
discovery of any inaccuracy or deficiency in the accounts; 
or reports of any of said officers, he shall forthwith notlf~ 
the mayo1• and o.oun,cil thereof. ,.. . 
.. For the purpose of making any examination l)l'Ovided 
for ln the charter, tne auditor shall bave power to sum~ 
mon before him and examine under oath · any officer or 
ernploye of the city or any other person, co11cerning any 
transaction of the. city, or . the accounts of any officera, 
boards, department or employs· thereof, and to tom.Pel the 
production of any books, accounts or other, papers pertain• 
fng to such. transaction or account, and he shall ; on or be• 
tore the tenth day of the month following, make. a detallecl 
report of such exa,mination to the council, a~d such report 
shall give the ftnanoial. condiUon of the city at the clmm 
ot t}le quaiter reported and may be published in the otriclal 
paper, as ,the council may direct; 

Attorney. 

QUALIFICATIONS, 
Sec. 33, No person .shl\ll be appo!ntec;l to the office of 

attorney unless ·he be1 at the time of his appointment, 11 
counsellor ot the Supreme Court of this state. of at least 
two years standing. 

... 
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:11.e shall be the legal adviser of the city and of all the 

boards and departme11ts thereof, and shall perform all .serv• 
ices incident to that office; he shall appear in and conduct 
all civil suits, prosect.tiona and proceedings in which the 
city or any board or department thereof shall be directly 
or indirectly interested and when necessary ,shall take charge 
o~ and conduct all prosecutions for the violatiorl of all or• 
dlnances or resolutions of the city or any board or depart~ 
ment thereof and· for the vlolatlon of any of the provisions 
of this charter. 

OPINIONS. 

Sec. 34. He shall, when so requested,. furnish a written 
ovinion upon any subject submitted t<, him by the council, -Or 
any committee thereof or by the mayor or any board of the 
city, in respect to their official duties or municipal. affairs; he 
shall personally attend all meetings of the council and when 
requested so to do, all meetings of said committees and 
boards; he shall notify the council in writing of the result 
of all actions to which the city is a party or in which lt is 
interested; he sha!I keep a register .of files .of all ootrona, suits. 
and proceedings umler his cha_rge, in. which the city is in­
terested and safely keep copies of all briefs used in cases....: 
wherein he appea1·s ,for the city, and ,copies of all official 
comfilunlcations and opinions given by him to any officer, de­
partment or board; he shall deliver all property of what~ 
ever description in his possession or under his control, be:.· 
longing to the city or to the office, to his successor In office 
who shall give 'duplicate receipts the1·efor, one of. which h; 
shall file with the clerk; he shall prepare all contracts and 
bonds and other instruments of writing; in · whi-ch the city or 
any department thereof shall be concerned. " 

SUITS AG.A.INST EMPLOYF.JS. 

Sec. 35. He shall, wh~n directed so to do by the council 
appear ~nd conduct the defense in any action, prosecution or 
P_roceedmg against any officer or employe of the city, or ,any 
board or department thereof, on aooount of any act done bY 
suc11 officer, board or department, while engaged i the _ 
formances of official duties, n · per 

INABILITY TO ACT. 

Sec. 36. In case of sickness or Jnabi"llt ·f h t t h · . . Y o t e atto1·-
ney o ac , e . may, at his own expense . appol t b 
the consent of the council, another attar n t .· Y and with 
stead for the time being. ney O act fn his 
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CLAlMS .AGAINST THE O!TY, 

· Sec, 37, All claims and d'emands ag'alnst the city or any 
board or department thereof, shall, before they are allowed 
by the eouncn, be .duly verified by the person making the 
snme. 

\ 

Assessor. 

DUTIES. 

Sec. .38. The assessor and his de:putles, hereinafter 
mentioned, iihall quality in the manner and form prescribed 
by the general law, an~ shall perform all the tlutfes required 
by the general laws ot the State or Minnesota and have the 
l)owers, rlgl1ts and privUeges allowed by tha same xespect~ 
lng the · listing of property for taxation, and notice may be 
signed and given and other a.eta, relating to the duties ot 
sueh office, domi by any :such deputy assessor ill the name 
of the assessor, 

~.\PPOJNTMENT, DEPUTIES. 

Sec, 31), The asseasor must be a freeholder of tl1e city 
nnd a resident and elector thereof tor at least two years Jm- · 
mediately preceding his appointment. Re .shaU, wjth the 
consent of the council, apvotnt su<;h deputies as may be re~ 
quired to enable h1m to properly perform the duties of llfs 
office, and. may discharge such deputies at wlll. He shall 
present the nanie~ of such deputies to the council for its ap~ 
pi·oval, 

noARD OF EQUALIZATION. 

See. 40. The clerk and aldermen shall constitute the 
board of equanzatlon. The members thereof shall be 
s,votn accordJug- to law as such, .and shall meet at the coun~ 
~il ~hamber on the fourth M()nilay in June, at ten o'clock 
tn the forenoon, and from day to day thereafter by adjourn~ 
:n1ent; until the work is eompleted. &lid board shall elect 
one ot ,ib'i members chairman, and the clerk shall keep a 
record ot its proceedings and pe:rrorm such other duties ns 
l)~ay be herein provided. 

Every l)et.Son aggrieved by- any asi;essment or the re~ad­
Jltstment oi' any nssessmt>nt as returned by the assessor, 
shall hn.ve the rJgbt to appear before such lioard and pre~ 
$ent h!s grfevnnce for its com;ideration. 

" 

-17-

such board of equa!lzation shall be vested with all the 
powers which are or may be vested in the County Board of 
Equalization under the general laws of, the state so far as 
applicable, but shall not be restricted by a_ny limitations in 
respect to reducing aggregate sums of real and personal 
property as returned by said assessor. The assessor sha.11 
attend the sessions and hearings of said iboard and give 
information When desired, When the assessment roll shall 
have' been revised by the board of equalization, it shall be 
returned to the city clluucil, who' may confirm the !J!lllle or 
return thtr same to said board for furthe1• revision, to be 
again reported to the city council. When the city council 
shall have confirmed the assessments, the clerk shall include 
therein a memorandum of such eontirmation and such rolls 
shall be returned to the Co~nty Auditor as other assessment 
rolls. In ~ase said council shall neglect to take final ac­
tion on or before the third Monday in July in every year, it 
shall be the duty of the city clerk to· return them to the 
auditor with a certificate of ·the fact, and in such case, ,the 
assessment rolls, as revised or · equalized by said boal'd 
shnll hn:ve the same validity as if confitmed by the council. 

COMPENSATION, 

Sec: · 41. · The council shall fix the salary of the assell­
sor. Each ipember of the board of equalization, except 
said clerk, shall be paid out of the city treasury the sum of 
three dollars for every day of actual service· upon said 
board. 

BOND. 

Sec. 42. The assessor shall, before entering upon his 
duties, execute to the city a bond with sufficient sureties 
in the penal sum of one thousand dollars. 

Engineer, 

APPOINTMENT, DEPUTIES. 

Sec. 43. The council may, Whe:n necessary and. occa­
!!!ion requires, appoint' a ofvil engineer of at least two years' 
practical experience as such, who shall hold his office at the 
pleasure of the council and receive such compensation for 
his services as may. be determined by said council. . He 
shall have the supervJslon and general charge of all the wol•k 
done for the city and all work done on,any street, highway, 
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.or alley i.n the 1}ity1 he shall, under the direction of the 
council, estaJ>lish · all ofrlcla.l lines, elevations and grades; 
]).e shaU keep a full official Tecord of . the work done in his 
office or under hi!:! supervision: he shall direct the manner · 

. of performhig all engj1:1,eerlng w<lrk of the city and tM man­
ner of the constrm:ticm of all sidewalks, street crossings, 
brldge,s. pavements, sewers or other structures in 01· upon 
any street or :public grounds; he may sus11end such work 
when t:he construction thereof shall not. conform to contract, 
and he shall take care that the terms of all contracts for 
any work or construction on behalf of the city are fully co:m.-
plied with1 · · 

SURVEYS, BONDS. 

Sec. 44. All s11rveys, profiles, plans and estimates 
made by him 01' his · assistants for said city and his official 
l'e~ords shall be the pro~erty of said city and shall be care-· 
fully indexed and preserved in the office of the clerk and 
be public recor® o( the city. J.re shall possess the same 
pqwer in the :city 111 making surveys, plats and certificates, 
as is or nray from time to time. be given ·by general law to 
county suiveyors, an,d his official acts. and all .plifts, surveys 

. and certificates made by him, sluJl hav-e the s~me validity 
and be of the same force and eff Pct 1\8 are or may be given 
by law tQ those of county surveyors. 

Before entering npon the discharge of his duties, the 
engineer shall execute to the cttr .his bond with sufficlent 
sureties in such sum as the council may direct. 

.Street Commissioner; 

APPOINTMENT, POWERS. 

Sec. 45. The council may appoint a street commis.­
sfoner, who shall hold his office at the pleasure of the coun­
cil. The street commissioner shall ha:ve control and s~p­
ervislon of the construction, '!llaintenance and repair of pave• 
ments, sewers, streets, sidewalks and maintaining, repair­
ing, cleaning, sweeping. and sprinkling of all streets, alleys 
and other public places within the city, and the grading ot 
all streets and alleys, whether in original c:onstruction or 
otherwise, and all w-0rk shall be don~ bY the street com­
missioner under the supervision of the city · engineer, if one 
be employed bY ihe -0ouncil unless otherwise provided by tbe 
council, It shall be his duty to superintend the location 
of all electric light, telephone and telegraph poles within the 
city, to inspect all railroad crossings 'and see that the gen• 

f·' 
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eral •taws and ordinances of the city, relating tltereto, are 
J:lroperly enforcea, . The council shall decide any dispute 
that niay arise between the street commissioner and t~i: 
engi11!ler as to their respective duties and powers. TJle 
council shaU have the power to discharge such commis~toner 
at ;~vill, without cause, at any time; and employ if deemed 
i!Xpedient .. 

COM:l;>ElNSATION. 

.. 'S.ec. 46. The street commissioner shall receive kuch 
.<iompensatlon · as the council may direct. 

Justices Of The Peace, 

"POWERS, DUTIES. 

, Sec. ,4'(. TJie justices or the peace of the city shall 
enter into the discharge of(their duties on the second Tues­
~ay ~f AprU aft~r thei~ election and they shall have anrl 
possess .all the authority, vowers, right and jurisdiction that 
justtces of the peace· have or hereafter may possess, who ara 
elected under the general laws of the •State of Minnesota 
and ~e ;l:lubject to all the penalties. under such laws. The; 
,shall, in iiddition thereto, have authority and jurisdiction to 
hear, tr, and determine all complaints for the violation of 

. any provision ot thiii c~arter and of any ordinance, resolution 
by-Jaw, rule ~r regulation made or adopted unaer or by vir­
tue thereof; and or all oo.ses cogruza,ble l>y a justice. of the 
peace, in which the city is a party, and of all sults, prose-

. cutions· and proceedings for the re<:overy of any fine, fortei-. 
ture, or any penalty under an ordinance resolution b -1 
or ""l t' f th· 't • • y aw re.,u a 10n o 1a Cl Y, or its charter. · 

In . all prosecutions f?r any violation of the provisions of 
this charter or any ordmance resolution by 1 · . . . • , -aw or regu~ 
laUo.n adopted under or by virtue hereof, said justice!! of the 
peace may proceed to the trial and determination . thereof, in 
summary man_ner, In all proceedings before · "ti 
th 

· th · d b h JU., ces of e peace., au or1ze Y t Is charte1· and in all I ·1 · , . · • c v1 proceed .. 
,.ngs . btifore such, justices, the same forms ·and· h n · h. , . proceedings 
s a be ad and used, where not otherwise di t d 
established and required to be had and used 1:::1:• as a:re 
civil actions, by the general laws of the state befor 

1?al au
d 

of the peace; and appeals fro,m the judgment an e Justices 
of said, justices of the peace of the city .. h 11 d decisions 
a,nd .ta.ken, in all respects as provided ·b' s la. be allowed 
f l · . · Y- aw for appeal 
. rom just ces of the peace under state Jaws. s 
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SECURITY FOR GOOD BEHAVIOR. 

.Sec. 48, In all cases of conviction, either· undo< the 
;ste.te Jaw or ordinance of the city, for assault, battery or M· 
fray, breach of the peace, disorderly co~duct, keeptn~, or fre-

·• que)J:Ung houses of ill . fame, and k?ep;Ilg . or .. mamtai:img ·· 
· disorderly or illgovern~ houses, s8.ld Justices of the peace · 
shall have· power, in addition to the fine or penalty imposed, • 
to· compel the offender to give security, in a sum not ex-0eei1-
ing five hundred dollars, for their good behaviQr and to keep 
the peace, 'for a period not exceeding six months. • 

DISPOSITION OF FINES. 

Sec. 49. All fines ancl penalties, impose'd by . the Just­
jces of the peace ,of .this city, shall belong to and be turned 
into the treasury of the city. · 

REPORTS; FEES. ;, .:, 

Sec. 50. The justices of the peace shall, montbly re­
port to the co~ncil all proceedings instituted and sbaU, at the 

. same time accqunt for and pay ovel' to the treasurer all. fines . . 
collected 01; received bY then:r beiongjng to the- city; an~ 11afd"'0 

• ' = 
justices of the peace shall be entitled to receive, fro¢ the 
County of Watonwan, such fees in crbninal eases wJi:ere the 

c state is a 1>arty, as are allowed by statute to other justices 
of the peace .for similar services, and they sball be entitled 
to receive fro~ the City. of St. James1 such Jees .i11 cases 
where the city is a party as justices of the pea-0e are en• 
titled by law to tax up and receive from said county 111. simi•, 
lar cases, except in cases where such fees are collecited<fr11m. 
the defendant by said justices. 

Pound Master. 

Sec. 5.1. The mayor shall appoint, by and W:ith · the 
consent .of the council, a pound master, who shall hold. bif! 
office for one year. He shall have sttch powers, pet(onn 
such duties, and receive such compensation as maY be pr.e•,, 
scribed by the chuncil, · · · · 

P11rk Commissioners, 

APPOIN'DMENT, POWERS, DUTIES, 

Sec. 52, The council shall appoint three. freeholdi;irs. 
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of said city to act as park commissioners, who sha11 have 
such powers and perform such duties as the council may 
direct. They shall serve without compensation. Their 
term of office shall be two years, 

Offlci,al Printing. · 

Sec. 53. The council shall at the annU!l,l meeting, or 
within thirty (lays thereafter, let the contract for publish­
Ing the ordinances and r~solutions of the council and other 
public 11otices required by faw, to some newspaper in the city 
possessing the qualifications of a legal newspaper under the 
general laws of the State of Minnesota, and such contract 
shall be let to the lowest responsible bidder, the, council re­
serving the tight to reject any or all bids; provided, that the 
compensation paid for such printing shall never exceed the. 
amount allowed by the general laws of the state for legal 
advertisements, and provided, further, that If ~ach and all 
'the proposal~ t·eceived by the council for such printing shall 
fix a 1.>rlce, In excess of the maximum h.ereln provided, or 1r 
no proposals shall be received, then and in that event, the 
council may adOJ)t suClh other mode of publication of ordin;.. 
ai{ces, resolutions and other matters, as it may deem best. 
The compensation therefor shall, in no event, exceed the 
amount .herein provided. The newspaper awarded such con, 
tract for printing shall be designated the official paper. 

CHAPTER 4. 
11 

Council, Power11, Dutie11. 

GENERAL POWERS, IDLIGIBILITY. 

Sec. 54. The legislative power of the city shall be 
vested in a council, which shall be composed of the mayor 
and aldermen .... , 

· No pers'on shall be a member of the council who is not 
a tax payel' of the cl.ty ·and resident thereof, and who shall 
not have been such for at. least four years next J.)roceeding 
his election. Except as in this chal'ter otherwise provided, 
no mernber of the council shall hold any other office, posi­
tion or employment, directly or in.directly, under the city 
government, during the term for which he was elected. 

ORGANIZA.TION, APPOINTMENT OF' OFFICERS. 

S9c, 55, The annual meeting of the council shall be 

i 
I 
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held on the second Tuesday in April, of each, year, at eight 
o'-0lock in the evening, at which meeting, or within a month 
thereafter, all appointive officers of the city, whose election 
is not otherwise provided for .herein, shall be appointed by 
the council. 

CANV-<\.SSING VOTES. 

Sec. -06. • The city council shall have the power to, ana 
it sball, within three days after any city election, meet .and 
canv.ass the returns of votes cast at such election. and de­
clare the result therec;>f; and the city elerk shall :Prepare 
and .furnish forthwith certificates of election to the officers 
found to be elected; 'and the city council shall be -the jud!l'e 
of the election and qul!liflcatlons of its own. members. · 

QUORUM. 

Sec. 57, A majority -or all. the members of the iclt;­
council shall constitute a quorum, but a less. number may 
adjourn from time to time and may compel the attend­
ance of such abseri,t members in such manner and under 
such penalties as tho council may pr.e.sorib~. 

RULES, MEETINGS, 

Sec. 58. The city council shall prescribe rules for Its 
pr~ceedings, determine a Ume for its regular meetings,. and. 
provide for the calling of special meetings, -but no business; 
shall be transacted at a special meeting unless the same 
shall have been specifi'eil rn· the call theretor. It J!llall 
keep a record o! all its proceedings. The ayes and nays 
shall, on demand of any memlier, upon any vote, be taken 
and entered in •the reeord, Notice of .special meetings sbart 
be delivered to eac~ member or the council peri;onallY, or 
left at his usual place of abode. . 

The council shall have authority to punish its member 
for disorderly or contemptuous behavior in its presence. · 

Any member of the city council who being present when 
his name ia called, falls to vote on 'anr question, sha)l, 
unless excused by the co-uncn, be counted as having voted 1n 
the negative of the question, 

The city council shall have Power to compel the at­
tendance of witnesses and the Production of books, paperi; _ and 
other evidence at any of its meetings. 1t maY issue sub· 
poenas for witnesses, signed by the mayor, which shall be 

-23-

served in the same manner as process issued by a justice 
of the peace; and witnesses shall be deemed to_ be guilty 
of contempt for- the same causes and acts as witnesses in 
the District -court; and the council shall have the same 
powers, as •the District Court of the -State of Minnesota, to 
punish such contempt. 

SOLICITATION. 

,Sec. 59, Saving only as be is authorized to do so by 
law, no member ot the city council shall dema11d, request· 
or · solicit any officer, department or employee of the oity, 
to engage or hire any p'erson to work for the city or to 
place any man upon the,pay roll of the city, and any.mem­
ber· of the· city council so demanding,· requesting or soli~ 
citing shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Sec. 60. Ev,ery legislative act of the city Council shall 
be •by ordinance or resotution. The enacting clause of ev­
ery ordinance shall be in these words: "The City Council 
of the Clty of St. James do ordain." No ordin~nce or resolu­
tion shall contain more than ·one subject, which shall be 
expressed in its title, nor shall any ordinance be amended, 
after its introduction, so as to change its origiJ;ial pif'rpose. 

PASSAGE OF ORDINANCES. 

Sec. 61, No ordinance shall be int:rodueed, except at 
a regular meeting, at which meeting it shall have its first 

_ reading, Its second reading shall be at some subsequent 
regular or adjourned meeting, which shall occur not less 
than one weelr after its first reading. Its third reading 
shall be had, and it may be passed only at the regular or 
adjourned regular meeting occut"rlng at least one week after 
its second reading, an_d no ordinance shall be passed until it 
has had three readings, as herein provided. No· ordinanee 
shall be reconsidered, except at the first regular- meeting 
after 'us adoption or rejection, n~r at such meeting, unless 
there are present as many members of the council· as were 
present when said ordinance was adopted or rejected. 

PUBLICATION; APPROVAL .. 

Sec. 62, It shall require the affirmative -vote of at 



least a majority of the members Of the· city -0ouncll to en­
act . an ordinance or a resolution. The vote shall ,be taken 
by yeas and nays and be entered upon its record. . Evecy 
ordinance or resolution, b.efore it takes effect, shalt ba 
publlshed in the official »aper. The proof of such pub~ 
lication by affidavlt of the foreman or pub1lsher of the l)apei\ 
or an·y other competent proof thereof, shall be Pl'iina facle 
evidence of the legal passage, enactment, approval, publf. 
cation and promulgation of SU(lh ordi~ance or reaolution, in 
any court of thls state or elsewhere, 

CElRTAm ·· ORDINANCES AND RElSO'.LUT!ONS, ' 

Sec, 63, Every ordinance or 1·esolutlon providing: fo1· · 
any specific improvement, or Involving the apprqprlatlon or 
disposition of public property, or, the expenditure of publi!i 

• money, or levyJng any tax or assessment, or creating any 
liability, or awarding or approving any contra.Qt for the· 
payment of money, or ordering any condemnation of. ).lrlvate 
property; or the making of any local improvement, .or order­
ing· the construction or rel)alr of sidewalks, shall requll'e a . 
majority vote of the members of the couttcll present. 

RECORD]NG, 

Sec. 64. All ordinall<les and resolutions, with proof of 
publiq,-tton, · shall be deposited with the clerk, who shall 
record the same at length In a suitable bbok; ~ut. proof o, 
recording shall· not be reqUirea in ant proceeding w,here it 
is necessa,ry. to prove such ordinances or resollitfons, 

; ' . . ~. 

ORDINANCES GRANTING FR~c:ms:ms. 
· . Sec, 65. Except as oiherwlse provlded In tbe constitu­
tion of the state, or as otherwise specltied. in this cMrter, 
an ordinance of resolution, .for Uie lease or sale of any pub• 
lio utntty •. or for the purchase ot MY property of .the value 
of five thousand dollars or upwards m~st be submitted to 
the electors: of the city before the s~me shall be valid; .and 
in no -Oase shall any franchise be granted , except by a vote 
of the people, . 

The bi!,llots used at such election ahali contain the words, 
"~or the ordinance" (stating thl;J nature Of the proposed -0l's 

,dm~nce, and "against the ordinance" (stating' the same,) 
:Returns of such election shall be made to the clerk, as 

provided for oth1:;r electlonf!, and the oouncti must llleet :and 
canvass the re. turns within th • t1·· 

If ree ays 
.. a majority of the votes oast u on such submission. 

shall be in favor the1•eof, the council s:all,withln thlttf days 

' : 
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from the time of such election, proclaim such faot, and upon 
such proclamation, such ordinances shall be legal and bind­
ing. No such franchise, or Jease or sale of any public ntlllty, 
or any such purchase of property, shall be of any force or 
effect, except it be made in the manner above provided. 

SPECIFIC POWERS. 

Sec. 66. The city council shall have full power and •. 
authority to make, enact, ordain, establish, publish, enforce, 
alter, modify, amen.d or repeal all such ordinances, rules and 
by~laws, for the enhancement of the general welfare, for the 
good government and good order of the city, for the proteo­
tion of public .health, comfort and safety; for the suppression 
Of. vice· and intempera:nce, and. for .the prevention of crime, 
as it shall deem expedient; except that no ordinances or 
resolution, which shall have been adopted after1 submission 
to • the electors of the city under the provisions of section 
65, shall be altered, moditled, amended or repealed, Without 
the submission thereof to the electors of said city. It shall 
have the _power to establish and maintain city prlsons, and 
watch houses for the imprisonment, custody and safe keep .. 
ing o'f all persons arrested for or charged with any offense 
whatever, in any way .cognizable before any justice of the 
peace in said city; to make rules and :regulations for the 
government and management of such prisons and watch 
houses, to appoint keepers and other offioers for the same, 
and presorib'e their duties and fix their compensation; and 
the keepers of such priso;ns and watch housei; shall have and 
possess all the powers and authority of jailers at common 
law or by the laws of this state; and all ordinances enacted 
by said oouncil are hereby declared to be and have the force 
of l!tw; provtded, that they be not repugnant to the Consti- Q 

tutlon and Laws of the United States and this state. And for 
these purposes the council shall have authority, by ordinance 
or resoluti.on. 

First. To regulate the. use of, and prevent and remove 
encroachrlibnts on or over sidewalks, streets, alleys, avenues 
and public grounds and public places, and to prevent injury 
to the same, and to regulate the construction of coal J1oles 
and hatchways, and coverings,. and guards therefor in side­
walks or to prohibit the same. 

Second, To regulate and prevent the throwing or de­
pO!'iting of ashes, offal, dirt, garbage, ol otl1er offenAive mat­
ter, or of paper, in . or upon any street, sidewalk, alley or . 
public ground or place, and to compel the owner or occupant 
of any premises to keep sidewalks along or in front of the · 
same free from snow or lee or other obsfruction . . 
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Third. To regulate opening and excavation11 in the 

streets, alleys and public grounds, for the laying Q! gas, 
eleetric conductors, water mains :and Pi»es, 01' for any other . 
purposes, and the building ·.Of sewers, tunnels, or drains, and 0 

regulate the constructiQn and use of all structures alld ton~ 
duits underneath the streets, alley and sidewalks. 

Fourth. To provide for and regulate crosswalks, curbs 
and gutters. · 

Fifth. To regulate or prevent the use of streets, 1Ji!le­
wa1k.s and :r,ublic grounds for signs1 sign-posts, awnings, 
awning-posts, ,telegraph, telephone and electric and tl'olley 
poles, horse troughs and· racks, and the posting and distri­
buting of hand bills and advertisements; to control, prelicl'lbe 
and regulate the mode nf constructing and $Uspend­
ing the awnings, and the exhibition and auspension of signs, 
thereon; to 11revent the encumbering of the. streets. with ve, 
hicles, lumber, boxes or any -Ot)ler thing or material; to pre­
vent the exhibition or signs on canvas or .otherwise, in or 
upon any vehicle standi~. or traveling u.pon ~e streets or 
public grounds of the city: to remove a'lld abate any nui­
sance, obstruction. or encroachment up0n · tb.e .!lidewalks, 
streets, alleys, or public ,grounds, to })l'OVide for ant'! regulate 
the erection of hitching posts and rings for fastening horR61!, . 
and to probiblt the .same in any portion c()f the ,city, and to 
prohibit the piling ot snow or other tncumbrance on any 
street by persons owning or -01,>erating any railway across the 
i:ame -0r by ~Y !)erson Qr !lnltr. • _. 

Sixth. To regulate . and control or :prohibit the·. placing 
ot 'POles and the suspensimfof wires along a:nd across Ute 
street and .alleys, and to require :any and all wlres within 
prescribed limits, or throughout the city, to be placed as it 
may designate, beneath the sutrace of the street or slllew1illtt 
and to require any poles already erected .or Wires· :a.lreadY 
suspended to be removed, and the wires to be pl11,eed benet.th 
the surface of the street; aild to compel allY or all sucli 
'Wires, :pipes and other constructions and COllduits to be 
placed in a eommon area beneath the surface upon such tel'llill 
as it may designate; and to make like regllla.tions ,and require• 
ments as to any and all telegraph and teleph!>ne poles and 
wires now erected and malntnned in said city. 

Seventh. To regulate and . .Prohibit the exhibiUon, car• 
r}ing, distributing or throwing of banners, :p}aCQrdS, adver• 
tlsement, and. hand-bills, or other articles in or upon the 
streE'ts, public grounds or sidewalk . 

Eight. To regulate or preven:-the flying of 11ags, ban· 
ners and signs across the streetsi alleys and public 11!a~es, 
and to regulate, license or Prohibit the construction and use 
of billboards and signs adjacent. to or near the streets, 11le1s 
and public places, or upon any lacant lot or other propertY, 

-27-
Ninth. To regulate or pl'obibit traffic and sales upon 

the streets, sidewalks or public places. 
Tenth. To reg.ulate the speed of horses, and other ani-

mals, vehicles, §treet cars and locomotives, upon th<', streets 
and ·within the limits of the city, and to compel persons to 
fasten their horses or other aminals attached to vehicles or 
otherwise, while standing in the streets; to regulate or 
prevent the .• use of bicycles, automobiles, and other similar 
fehicles, on streets, sidewalks, or :public _grounds, and to pre­
vent the riding or driving of any animal upon aily sidewalk, 
boulevard and park, and to prevent any damage to any side­
walks of public property. 

. Eleventh. To reg.ulate and prescribe the width of tires 
on wheels of vehicles · used ii:!. the city, and the maximum 
weight of a load to be drawn over any street in the city ,and 
to direct upon what atreets heavily loaded vehicles may be 
drawn and on what streets, alleys and :public places the same 
,may be excluded, and to license public vehicles of every de-

scription. 
Twelfth. To name and change the name of streets, ave• 

nues, alleys and other public :p19-ces. 
Thirteenth. To regulate or prohibit the use of all 

bridges, viaducts, tunnels, drains, sewers, and cesspool~ 
within the city, a,nd to prohibit the use and maintenance ot 

· cesspools and privies in such 1)ortlons of the cUy as it may 
designate, and to compel sewer connections in such portions 
and to malce the same and !Ulsess the cost thereof on the 
property so connected. 

Fourteenth. ..To regulate the numbering of houses, build­
ings and lots, and to compel the owners of houses and other 
buildings to have the numbers of sµch houses and buildings 
shown conspicuously thereon or adjacent thereto. 

Fifteenth. To prevent and regulate or prohibit the lo• 
cation, construction or laying of street railway tracks in, 
under and over any street, alley or public place. 

· Sixteenth. To provide for and change•the location, grade 
and crossing of any railroad, and· to com11el railroad com• 
panies to lower and bridge over or to raise their tracks, or 
construct viaducts over the satne, and to fence their respec­
tive right of way, or any portion of the same, and. to con• 
struct cattle guards and to keep. the same in repair within 
the limits of tbe city. In case any railroad company fails 
to comply ,with any such ordinance, it shall be liable for all 
damages to the owners of the cattle, horses, or other do­
mestic animals, Which may be sustained by reason of injury 
thereto, while on the traoks of such railroads, in like man­
ner and extent as under the general laws of the state. 

Seventeenth. To regulate or prohibit the obstruction of 
streets, alleys and other public places by ;ailroad trains, cars. 
or engines. 
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Twenty-firth. To license, regulate or prohibit the ex­
hibition of showmen and shows of all kinds, and the exhibi­
tion of ca,ravans, menageries, circuses, concert or dance 
halls, theatrical performance, skating rinks, museums and 
all like places of amusements. 

Twenty-sixth. To license and regulate auctioneers, 
pawn brokers, second hand and junk dealers, and to compel 
all such persons to keep such record1J of their transactions 
as· it may direct, and make report thereof, and to regulate 
the time, place and manner of holding public auctions or 
vendues. 

Twenty-seventh. To license, restrain and regulate 
keepers of intelligence or employment offices, and all per­
sons doing the business of seeking employment for, or fur­
nishing employees, and to require such persons to keep such 
records as it may direct and to make report thereof and to 
give bond, conditioned that they shall carry on their busi­
ness honestly and without fraud or misrepresentation, and 
punish said .persons for unfair dealings in their said busi­
ness. , 

Twenty-eighth. · To license, regulate, or prohibit fortune· 
tellers, clairvoyants, astrologers, street hawkers, vendors, 
and public criers. 

Twenty-ninth. To license and regulate hackmen, dray­
men, exl)ressmen, porte1·11 and all other persons engaged in 
carrying passengers, baggage or freight, · and to regulate 
their charges therefor, and to prescribe stands or stations 
where they may remain while.waiting for-business, and to pro­
hibit the same. from standing and waiting for •business at any 
other places than the places so prescribed. 

Thirtieth. To license and regulate all peddlers, book 
ngenti::, canvassers, newsboys, bootblacks and chimney sweeps 
doing business in the city. 

Thirty-first. To license, and regulate the sale of spiri­
tuous, vinous, fermented, malt or other liquors; provided 
that no saloon •shall hereafter be established within four hun­
clred feet onmy sc,hool house; provided, that no s~ch license 
shall be Issued for less than one thousand dollars per an~ 
num; and provicled, that the clerk of said city, shall upon 
the petition of ten (10) legal voters of said city filed with 
him at least fifteen (15) days before the annual election 

, thereof, give notice at the same time and in the same man­
ner as in the noti~e of said election, that the question of 
granting license in said city for the sale of intoxicating 
liquors will oe submitted for determination at such election 
At such election when so Petitioned for, such question shali 
he voted upon by ballot, the terms of which shall be either 
"for license," or "against license,'' and the result of such 
voting shall be duly canvassed, certified and returned in the 
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same manner and at the same time as the other facts and 
returns of said election. If a majority of a11 the ballots 
cast upon such tn1estion at such election sba11 be "for license'' 
the city council of Ra.id. city may grant- license for the sale 
of intoxicating liquors for ther-ensuing license year, but 1r 
a majority shall be "4!.gainst. llc-ense'' then no -nuch license 
sha11 be· granted· and such . vote shall remain in force untll 
reversed at a. subsequent annual election at which · the said 
quer;tion o! license is aga.ill in like manner submitted. 

Thirty-second. To license and regulate distilleries and . 

breweries. 
Thirty-third. To ucense and regulate butcher shops, and 

stalls and vendors and sta)lds for the sale of ga.Dle, poultry, 
meat, fish, fruits and perishable provisions, and . all other 
pel'Sons who may deal in the same, whether they deal at 
wholesale or retail. 

Thirty-fourth. To license end regulate plumbers and to. 
regulate sewer and water- CQnp.ections o! all kinds, and the 
laying of branch sewers and water pipes, and in general, 
to regulate plumbing and provide for the removal o! unsant-, 
tary plumbing End to compel the same to be kept in a sani­
tary condition, 

Thirty-fifth. To license, reg11late and co11trol or pro,. 
bi bit the carrying and use of 1lrearm.s or concealed 1\'eapons;. 
and to provide f<n" tlle conffscation of the same. 

Thirty-sixth. To, license and regulate the 'keepii)g ot 
dogs, and prevent the same from running at large, and to 
authorize and enforce the destruction, in summaty manner, 
of dangerous -0r vfcious dogs or aog running at large. 

Thirty-seventh. To regulate or prohibit the storage, 
receipt,. transportation, dealing in and use of gunIJOwder, dry· 
pttch; rosin, coal ofl, benzine, naptha., gasoline, turpentine, 
gun cotton, nitroglycerine and any product thereof, ltlld other 
combustible or explosive material within the city, or within 
one mile from the limits thereof and the use of lights' fn 
stables, shops 11nd other Places, and the building of bonfire!;; 
and to regulate and restrain the use of firecrackers, . tor~ 
pedoes, roman candles, rockets and other ffrlnVOrkll, and fire­
arms within the city. 

Thirty-eighth. To prevent and suppress riots, atftitYS, 
dlstu~bances, disoraerly assemblies, cock .fights, dog :llghtll; 

· sparring matches, and all brutal or depraved e)d)ibitlons or 
sports within the city. 

Thirty-,nlnth. To restrain mid punish vagrants, mend!· 
cants, street beggars, prostitutes, and to regulate or prevent 
public bathing or swimming within the city rrmtts, and to 
prevent open an.d notorious drunkenness, fighting, assaulta, 
battery and. disorderly conduct, and obscenity in the citY, 
and to prohibit within the city the circulation, sale or e:c-

f 
I ( 
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hibition of libelous, obscene and immoral publications, prints, 
pictures, advertisements and illustrations, and any publica­
tions either of printed matter or sigu pictures, effigy or 
otherwise, naturally tending to provoke a breach of peace 
or to impair the morals of the community, 

Fortieth. To restrain and prohibit ,bawdy and disorderlY 
houses and houses of ill-fallle and assignation within the 
limits of the city. 

Forty-first. To restrain and prohibit lotteries, and to 
suppress all kinds of gambling, slot machines, gambling de­
vices, dice, hazzard, roulette or other mi.mes of chance, the 
use of blackboards, lists and tickets for the purpose o! 
gambling, all pool rooms and betting rooms and the selling 
of pools or books on horse races or other contests, real or 
fictitious; to suppress, prohibit and restrain all mechanism11 
and devices used for gambling or betting; to prohibit all ' 
fraudulent devices, and to authorize the destructio11 of all 
instruments used for the purpose of gambling or other un-
lawful purposes. 

Forty-second. 'To establish a public poitnd and restrain 
the running at large of horses, mules, cattle, swine, sheep, 
poultry, geese, and other animals and to authorize the dis­
training and sale of the same. 

Forty-third. To establish and regulate market and mar-

ket houses. 
Forty-fourth. .To. provide for the inspectic;m of bread 

made for sale and regulate the making of the same, and 
prescribe the weight and quality of the bread in the loaf, 
and provide for the seizure and forfeiture of bread baked 
contrary' thereto. 

Forty-fifth. To provide for altd regulrute the inspection 
by the Board of Health of meats, poultry, fish, game, butter, 
flour, cheese, lard, eggs, vegetables, malt, milk, fruits, 
whiskey·and other liquors and provisions, and to provide for 
the taking and summary destruction of any provisions that 
are unsound, spoiled or unwholesome; and to regulate and 
prevent tlie bringing into the city, having or keeping such 'uri· 
sound, spoiled or ·unwholesome pro;yisions, or any unsound or 
putrid beef, pork, fish, hides, skins or other substances, and to 
inspect and' regulate dairies and dairy products and to 
regulate the sale of milk Within the city. 

Forty-sixth. To provide for and regulate the manner 
of weighing haY .and straw and selling the same.: and meas· 
uring and selling firewood, coal and lime; to provide fOir the 
inspection of tumber and building material, and to regulate 
the measuring and selling thereof, and to prohibit the sale 
of any such products by weight or measure, unless first 
weighed or measured by the official weigher and scaler. 

Forty-seventh. To provide for the inspection and seal-



ing of weights and measures and to enforce the use and 
keeping · by vendors of proper weights and measures, duly 
tested and scaled, and to provide for th_e term, appointment 
and compensation of a city scaler of Wei~hts and measures, 
and to pr()vic;Ie for the punishmentfor the use of false weights 
and measures. 

Forty-eighth. To regulate the construction. of all build­
ings, chimneys and smokestacks; to prohibit an(l prevent the 
erection or maintenance of insecure and unsafe buildings, 
walks, stack or chimneys, and . to provide for their summary 
abatement; to prescribe the depth of cellars, the material 
and method of construction. of foundations and foundation 
walls, the manner· -of construetton and location of drains 
and sewer pipes: the thickness, material and construction of • 
party walls; the · size and material of fl.oors, beams,. girders, 
pipes, columns, rods, chimney flues and heating apparatus; 
to regulate the construction of privies, and vaults in build­
ings; ·to prohibit the construction of buildings not conform- • 
_ing ta such regulations; and to direct the auspension, at any 
time, of the erection of any such -building that does not con­
form to such regulations, and to provide for the issuance of 
building permits. . 

Forty.,ninth. To prescribe the limits within which 
wooden buildings shall not be erected, placed or repaired, 

· · a:~d · to direbt that all anil anr::such buildings within such 
ltmits, when · damaged, by fire, decay or otherwise, to the 
extent of fifty per cent of their value, shall be torn down 
or removed, and to prescribe the manner of ascertaining 
such percentage, and to ·compel the owners of any buildings, 
or other structures which have been destroyed or partially 
destroyed, or have become dangerous by fire, or otherwise, 
to talte down the ·same or any Part thereof, and in case of 
refusal or J]eglect of said owner to so take down the same, 
when ordered by tlie city council, then to cause the same 
to be ta1ten down; and to provide by ordinance for the 
punishment of such refusal or neglect, ·and to assess the cost 
thereof upon the land upon which said building or structure 
stood, · 

Fiftieth. T.o require the owners or lessees of buildings 
or structures now, or hereafter to be built in the city, to · 
place thereupon such fire escapes and appliances for pro­
tection against or for exUnguishing fites, as it may direct. 

Fifty~ftrst. To, prevent the dangerous construction ot . 
chimneys, fireplaces, hearths, stoves, stove-pipes or ovens 
W3ed In or upon any house, building or manufactory_; to regu­
late the carrying on of manufactories liable to cause fires: 
to prevent the disposition of ashes or accumulation of shav­
ings,Jubblah or other -combustible material jn unsafe places, 
and make provisions to guard against fires. 

Fifty-second. To regulate 1:he construction, location and 
operation of d'erricks, windlasses, freight and passenger ele­
vators, and other niechqnicaL structures and al?paratus haz­
ardous to life ·and property. 

Fifty~third. To declare the. emission of soot or dense 
smoke from chimneys, stacks,· locomotives, and other places, 
within the limits of the city, a nuisanc~, and to prohibit the 
1:1mission of such soot or smoke in any portion of the city. 

Fifty-fourth, To regulat~ the construction of chimneys 
and smo1i:e stacks, and to prohibit the -emission of sparks and 
cinders from ,chimneys, smoke stacks, or other sources and 
to declare the emission of cinders and sparks a nuisance, 
and to require the use. of such practical appliances as may 
be necessary to prevent the emission of the same. 

Fifty-fifth. To declare what shall be a. nuisance, to 
abate the same, and impose fines upon persons who make, 
create, -continue or suffer nuisances to exist.~ 

Fifty-sixth. To provide for and compel the reporting 
and recordi~g of all births and deaths within the city, 

Fifty-seventh. To· regulate or prevent the burial of the 
dead within the City, and to regulate and determine tlle 
manner in which bodies which 'have been placed in a· vault 
or tomb or other place for the purpose of burial may be re­
moved, and to cause the removal of_ bodies interred contrary 
to law, and to vacate. and discontinue any cemete_1,y a.ml to 
comp_el the removal of any bodies interred therein. 

Fifty-eight. To regulate the location, construction and 
management of stock yards, slaughter houses, packing houses, 
renderies, · tallow chandleries, storing places for hides, bone 
or glue houses, gas works, soap factories, dye houses and 
tanneries, or any other noisome or unwholesome business, 
within the limits of the city, or within a distance of one 
mile outside the limits thereof. , 

Fifty-ninth. To regulate the location; construction and 
use of breweries, distilleries, carriage houses; stables, livery 
stables, garages, blacksmith shops and foundries, within the 
limits of .the city. 

Sixtieth. To compel the owners of every· store cellar " , 
soap or· tallow chandlery, Pig sty, privy or other unwhole~ . 
some or noxious house or place, to cleanse, abate qr remove 
the same. 

·Sixty-first. To regulate the location of lumber xards 
and, places for piling lumber,· wood and other combu~tible 
material, and to require any .person maintaining ·any !Umber, 
shingle or lath mill or wood Yards in the city to remove the 
same, when they become dangerous to buildings or other 
property near· the same. 

Sixty-second. To establish and enforce rules for the 
use and regulation of all bu!ldings used and maintained l)y 
the city. · 

r;i 
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Sixty-tblrd. To preveut; or regulate· the playing of 
.games or ,any otq_er amusement on tbe streets or s~dewalks. 

· Sixty--fourth, To require a11ft ~egulate the removal or 
destruction ot swill, offal,. g!il·bage, ashes, street swee:pings, 
barnyard litter, manure, rubbish, yard deaning and the con­
tents orprtvy; vaults; cess 0pools and,.sinks, _decaying animal 
matter and deac;l animals, or ant other vile or unhealthy 
material. . · 

,SJxty-'llftll, To e$tablish and regulate Iiospitals ancl 
peat houses and make all regulations which may be necea~ 
sary and expe(l.ient for. the- preservation . o:t: health and the 
.suppression of disease, and io make quarantine laws and en-:­
force them witllin tbe city, an<!. to regulate and prevent the 
hitrodrictlon ot contaglous/lnfeeUous or other diseases into 
the . ~ity, ~nd to rerwiate, control o:r prevent the landin.g of 
persons, baggage, mercllandlse or other property, .from._ cars 
or other conv9yances, infected with contagious disease, and 
tQ make such disPosiUon ot $UCh persons or :Property as to 
preserve the health of the city, and to preveJit infected cars 
or· other (lon:veyances from co!lllng within or near ,tl1e limits 

:•, ~f the city. · · 
s6cty .. slxth. To establish, and. regulate publi.c wells, cis·­

terns, hyqrants, reservoirs, fountains and watering troughs. 
Sixty-seventh. To reguJa\e a,nd control the quality and 

measurement, of gas, and to prescribe and enforce- regula'.' 
°tlons ror thlfinanufacture atrtt·regu1ate ·the measurement· of· 
electricity and electrical apparatus, or any apparatus for 
furnishing light, heat alid )lower in the city. 

&ixty-elghth. To regulate loiiging houses and tenement 
houses, and to prevent the overcrowding of the same, and 
to reguire the same to be kept in proper sanitary condition. 

,Sixty-ninth. To ,prohibltand punish cruelty to animals 
and, to regull'e the places where such animals are Icept to be 
maintained .in healthful condition. 

,Seventieth, To regulate the employment of ·minors on 
the public streets, and·other ptlbllc places. 

, Seventy-first. To <:0mpel 14e owners or occupants of 
property within . the elty limits, to keep the •same clear of 
any brush or other material or substance liable to communi­
cate fire to. adjacent property, and In case the owner or oc­
cupant of suoh property shall neglect or refuse to remove 
the same within ten da,yf! after being noUfted so to do b;y the 
COUI}Oil, either personally or by l>Ublication in the .official 
paper, said council shall have aut\lorlty to have the same done 
and assess the cost 11galnM the Property. 

•Seventy-second. · To direct. ana regulate; the planting 
· and preservation of ornamental trees and shrubbery within 
the public grounds and streets within the city, and to pre­
vent any injury thereto or Interference therewith and punish 

, l '1l 
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any person willfully damaging any sidewalk, pavement,' or 
appurtenance, to the water works, sewerage or electric light 
system, or to any other property in or about th~ public 
works of the city, and, to punish interference 'Witli or tba 
withholding of any property of the city by any officer. there­
of, or any other party; and to establish boulevards 101<1 · pro .. 

' vide for their maintenance. 
Seventy-third, To provide for the revocation of licenses. 
·Seventy-fourth. To regulate and require licen1;1es to be 

obtained for the pursuit and prosecution of such occupations 
or kinds of ,business, not in this cliapter expressly referred 
to aild provided for, as, in the optnion of the council, may 
require regulation, and in general, to adopt all such measures· 
arid establish all regulations, in. cases for which no express 
provision iri this chapter ls, made, as the council may, from 
tlm,, to time, deem it necessary for the promotion of the 
health, comfort, and safety of the inhabitants, the preserva­
tion of peace and gooo order and the suppression of vice 
and enhancement of the public welfare. 

Seventy-fifth. To provide for lighting the city, and ~ur­
chase or construct a telephone system and operate the same · 
in our city.; 

Seventy-sixth, To· regulate the construction of bicycle 
patqs upon any street, alley or public place. . 

1Seventy-seventh, To provide for the investigation of tl1e 
origin and ·cause of fires, and to :compel the attendatfce of 
witnesses and the production and giving of evidence upon 
such investigation. · 

Seventy-eighth. ·To regulate and control In. a manner 
not contrary to· any specific provision on the subject, con~ 
tained in this c~apter, the exercise by any person or cor­
poration, of any public franchise or privilege, . which, by the 
terms of the grant thereof, ls to be exercised within the 
corporate limits of the city, whether such franchise or privi­
lege has been granted· by the city, or by or under the statute 
of Minnesota; or any other authority, and to regulate and 
determine the price, rates and •charges to be paid ,by said city 

, or its inhabitants to any person or corporation now 01· here­
after exercising any such franchise rights, within the cor­
porate limits of said city, 

.Seventy-ninth. TQc supply the city with water, either by 
contract with p~rsons or corporations, or by municipal own­
ership of all necessary and needful works. To regulate the 
rates to. be paid by the city and its inhabitants fdr water 
furni!\hed by any person or corporation, now or hereafter 
Ol'i\"anized for such purposes; and to regulate and deter-
mine the number and location of any and all ,fire hydrants, 
and the rate 01' price per annum to be paid by said city for 
such hydrant rental, to the Person or ,corporation · owning, 



establishing or ipalntaining any such fire hydrant within said 

city. 
;; Eigl1tieth. To reg1,1late water service pipes, and pro-~ 

hlbit a.nd abate smoke nuisance within the city limits, 

POWERS, TO IMPOSE) PENALTIES. 

Sec-. 67. The councll ~hall also have the power to pre­
imribe,. ill any orcUnance, eµacted by it, the punishment for 
the .violaton of ~uch otdiflance, by su,bjecting the offender to 
a :fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or to ·b~, confined, 
or ltept at h,itrd .labor in the, work hQuse of said city, or 
upon the public works or streets of the city, or in any cotin­
ty jail, or ,in any place of confinement maititained by ,the 
city, for a period not tp exceed ninety days, 

COMPILATIONS. 

Sec. 6&. Th.e coun-011 may, from time to time, provide 
for the compilation and publication, in book or pamphlet 
form, of the, charter, ordinance$ of the city, ,rules .of the 
council and . of any cl,epar,tment of t!te .city~ @d such statutes 
of the state as it may designate,. a.nd. provide for the distri.: 
bution, by sale or otherwise, of copies of such copy or com­
piiation. Such books or pamphlets so issued. purporting on 
the title page to be published .by the authority .or the city 
council, and to, CQntain. the charter and ordinances of the 
city, or other, matter in this section· above mentioned shall 
be prima facie. evidence of th~lr ~ontents· in all the 'courts 
of this- state, Jmd all prpvislons of the charter and all such 
ordinances, rules, regulations and resolutions found therein, 
s.hall b4:l presumed fo have been duly and legally passed, 
approved, adopted and 1>t(!mulgate~. 

All justices of th~ 11eace and other courts, which m!l,,Y 
hereaft.er b~ established in this city, and all other courts of 
this state,. shalJ. take )udiclal notice of this charter and !'ts 
provisions and all ordinances and resolutions duly passed by 
the council of the city, . ·,. 

NIDSANCES. 

Sec. 69. '.Che 1>owers conferred upon the city to provide 
for the . abatement or removal of nuisances, shall not bar 
or hinder .suits, prosecutions or proceedings in . the . courts, 
.according to the law. 

t~ep~~s, ho:sesi or buildings ot any kind within the limits 
of e c Y w ere n more than, fifty pounds of gun-powder, 

or more tban ten barrels, of fifty-five gallons each, of pe• 
troleum or other ,inflammable or explosive oils or substap.ces 
are deposited or kept at one time, gambling houses, houses 
of m~rame, di13orderly houses and houses where intoxicat­
ing liquors are sold without licenses, within the city, are 
hereby decla1·ed and deemed to be common n.uisances. 

' ,1 
lN'l'OXICATING LIQUORS. 

Sec. 70, All the general laws of the state of Minnesota 
pertaining in any manner to intoxicating liquors, shall a$ far 
as applicable, ·be in force in, and apply, to, the City of St. 

James. 

DAMAGED BUILDINGS, REMOY.AllS, 

Sec, 71. iWhenever any owner or occupant of any prop­
erty shall fail to remove any building ol' 'Structure which have 
been iJ1jured bY fire, decay or otherwise, as.-i,tovided for in 
Sub-section 49 of S.ection 66 .of this c)la.ptel', then and in 
-that case the council may proceed to cause to be removed 
such building or structute an~ assess the expense of such re­
moval against. the property from which such . removal is ' 

1tmd. · Betorp effecting sueh•' removal, however, the ,<l011~cil 
shall give at least five days' notice to the owner or .occupant 
of said premises of its intention to so remove said bµilding 
or structure, and to assess the cost thereof upon said prop­
erty, which notice shall be served upon such (}Wner or oc­
·cupant personally, if found within said city; if not occupied 
and said owner does not reside within the city such notice 
shall be served by the publication of said notice in the of­
ficial paper for two consecutive issues. thereof, and by mail­
ing a copy of said notice to the ownei· of said building it 
his address is known. 

At said meeting of the council, or at any meeting .to 
which said matter may be adfourned, the council shall' hear· 
all interested parties, and, If determined upon to make an 
assessment against said property, such assessment fo:r ex­
pense of removal by the council may be for the full amount 
of the expense of such removal, and, before m11,ldng the Q 

same, the cou11cll shall require the clerk to give notice by 
publicatlo;n i~ . the official Paper, at least once a weelt for 
two successive weel\'.S, of •its intention to make such assess­
ment upon such property at a meeting of the council to be 
specified in the notice, and at said meeting or• at any sub,, 
sequertt meeting to w~ich said matter may be put over, the 
rot111ril ~h;:,11 hE>ar all mtereflted parties, and shall then, or n:t 
a subsequent meeting, proceed to make an assessment 



against such property,·· which. asaessment shall be certified 
~nd retul;lled to the county c11uditor of Wato)Va;n County, 
Mjnnesota, to be collected In the same manner as Qthef city, 
flSSessments ;ire by him collected. • 

•Nothi11g herein contalne.d shall •Pe .. constr.ued to Pro­
·. hibit the coun'cn; or the mayor; or the building inspector,, to. 
order torn down without notice., any building or structure 
within said city whi<:h may ba dangerous to P\\8Sers-by; 

I ) f 

CO~T~OL OF S'l'REETS, 
, . 

Sec, 78. The CO\lllCil shall· pave the care, supervision. 
and control of all pubUc highways, bridges, streets, lanes, 
alleys, public squares and grounds,. sewers, public improve­
ments and the entire wat-et front of the city bordering on 
~ake ·St, James,. and, generaJiy1 shall have th·e care, supervi­
sion . and control. of all publlo- property within the· llmits of 
the city, 

It shall 'ha.ve authority to-0pen streets when necessary, 
And shall cause aU streetsWhloh may ha,v~ been opened un­
der the authority of the city, or with its ,consent, to be kept 
open and In repair, and tree from obstruction and nuisance. 
The city shall be exem1pt from all liability tor damage caused 
to either person or property by reason of the existence or 
:Operation or any railroad afong;\icri:iss; under," over or tipon 

· any p~bUc highway, bridge, street; lane, alley, or other pub­
lic way, ;,,ithin the limits ot the ctty, · 

VACATION OF STREJil'l1S, 

1Seo. ~3, The council shat\ have. exclusive power to ~a­
_ cate or discontinue puJilic lll'QUnds, streets, alleys, highways, 
,"\ther than park ways, within the city, and also all county~ 
town .and state road~, whether actually traveled or used at 
th~. date of such. petition fot vacMion or not. No such va­
cahori or discontinuance _shall be ordered by the .city coun­
cil,. except upon the ))etit!Qn of . a majority of th~ owners, 
of the proverty on the line of. such publo w;-ound, street, al-

• ley or high)Vay within such city, proposed to be vacated to­
~ether with il distance or three hundred feet in each direc­
tion from the end of such portion 80 proposed to be vacated 
and a eorporatio.n, otherwlae a l>roP,er party, may join iJi' and 
verify such petition, by any officer, and be counted as a 
resident. for the purpose of this section, Each. petition I pro­
vided for in this .section, shall st t- ·th " t and reasons 
f h . ti . ae e iac s . 
or ~uc vaca on, accompanied by a plat of the ground, 

~nd it sbaJl be verified by one ot th The "'oun e petitioners, " -

~~.;~~~~~~--~.:..~-::,~.-.-,.__-_, __ 
I 
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en, when the petition is presented, shall, if it deems expedi­
ent that the matter shall be proceeded with, thereupon order 
the petition' tp · be filed with t)le clerk, who> shall giye llOtice 
.by publication In the official paper for two succeaslve weeks, 
at least onee a week, to the effect- that such petition has 
been filed, as ai'.oresaid, and the same shall b~ heard and 
considered by t:he .council on the day and at the placa there­
in speof.fled not less than ten days from the expiration of th~ 
publication. , The council shall, at. the time and place ap- · 
pointed, invesUgata and consider said !}latter, an.d shall hear 
the testimony and evidence on the part of th~ parties inter­
ested, The council, after hearing the same, may, by resolu­
tion passed by .a tw·o-thirds vote of all the members thereo,f, 
declare sueh street, alley, higb,way or road vacated, which 
resolution, if approved by the nrayor, or vassed over his 
veto, shall go into ,effect the same as other resolutions, . after 
a transcript thereof, and the said plat duly. certified by tb,e 
clerk has been filed for record and duly recorded in the 

· offic~ of the Register of Deeds in said Wlatowan County, 
Provided that vacations and discontinuance of any coun­

ty, state or town road, may •be granted upon a petition, ot a. 
majority of-. the owners of such. property to which the same 
or the portions thereof sought lo be vacated, passes, when 
such owner shali ban platted the same and sh~l have pro• 
vided in lieu·of such roads, sufficient streets, in the· opinion or 
the council, and' the- acceptance of such plat attd: the -resolu­
tion of vacation, shall, when recotded, be conch1slve evi­
dence tl).ereof. 

NEW OFFICES l NOT TO BE CREATED. 

sec; 74, The council shall have no •power ·or authority 
to create any new salaried office not provided for by this 
charter, but nothing herein c·o11tained shall. prevent the 
city l\ild its officers from employing such servants and agents 
from day to day a~d from month to month as shall be 
authorized by the coim.cll by resolution, 

RELIEF, 

Sec. 75. The council shall not ha~e the power or 
authority to relieve any citizen Of the l)ilyment. of any law­
ful tax, assessment, fine · or license, or to exempt him from 
any burden imposed upon him by law or ordinance. 



COMPROMISE$. . , 

•Sec.76; The councilsballnot have the pqwer or authori~ 
ty, exce1>t by resolution adopted by vote ot a majority of all 
the members of such :eouncll1 to authorize any compromise 
or iny dfs~uted demand or'fitly· portion. thereof. 

DAMAGES FOR' INJURIES. 

Sec-, 77. The council sh~ll not have the power to author­
ize ,the payment of any damages claimed for alleged in­
juries to persons or property, except by resolution adopted 
by a majority vote thereof, . 1 

ArPEAL TO DISTRICT COUR.T.'. 

Sec. 78, Whenever .any claim, excepting the claim of an 
employe or officer of the elty, for. wages pr salary, is allowed 
and ordered to be pajd ~~wh~le. OJ.' in 11art by the counc!l, no .. 

. warrant :for the- same shallblsig11ed by the mayor until after 
ten· days after such allowance, and the -0ity attorney may, 
and if the amount so ordered to be paid exce.ed t\venty-fh'e 
dollars, and five tax payers of the city, file with him a wlit-· 
ten request to appeal therefrom, he shall, on behalf of and · 
in the name or the city, appeal from the decision of the 
council; to the District Court of said watowan· county, at 
any time within ten days, and such apperi.l shall be perfected 
In the same manner, and like proceedings shall be had, as 
in cases of allowance of claims by the board of county com­
missioners of claims . against the county. 

In .case of an appeal being ta:ken, the city clerk shall 
forthwith,. without charge, lllake a return thereof to said Dis­
trict court, which returns shall inolude a. certified copy ot, 
the claim a~d a trans<lript frpll]. th~ records in the office of 
the city clerk, ot the action of the council and mayor there­
on. In all such appeal ~ases, the proceedings shall be put 
·on the trial calendar, among the lssuel!I of fact for trial al 
the neX!t general term of the District Court 9r said wa.tonwan 
county. held after eiiht days from the date of the appeal, and 
o:n or before the second day ot such term,. pleadings shall be 
made up und?r .the dlrectto~ of the court, as in other clvtl 
actions, and thereupon all proceedings shall be had as in 
other cases· in district court, · ' 

,"/ . . 
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CHAPTER 6. 

Financial Department. 

FILSCAiL YEAR. 

Sec. 79. The fit,C!l.1 year oftheclty shall begin o_n the sec~ 
ond Thursday in April, in each year, 

D.EBT NOT TO BE lNCREASED. 

,Sec, so. The debt of the city shall not be increased nor 
shall any new bond of the city or warrant be issued except 
as herein provided, nor shall the city loan its cre~it, becom_e 
a: stockholder or malce ·any contribution or donation to any 
person, coro'pany or corporation whatever, exce11t in cases 
of public calamity or for purely .charitable purposes, 

J:IROVISIONS TO. PAY INDEBTEDNESS. 

. •Sec.' 81. The Council is authorized to provide . by taxa­
tion · for the prompt paymeilt of interest upon indebtedness, 
and' for a sjnking fund for the purposes of meeting bonds of 
the city at maturity, whether heretofore or hereafter issued. 

WARRANTS. 

•Sec. 82. All money and other property belonging to the 
city except as othet'wise provided in this charter, shall be 
under the management a_nd control of the .coun1:ll, an(l :mon-· 
ies shall be paid out upon the warrant of the mayor, counter­
signed by the clerk, after 'having been duly authorized. by 
resolution of the council, passed by a~. affirmative Yote of a 
majorlty of the whole number thereof, proVided, that .the 
salaries of all regular officers and employees of the city! 
except street commissioners, may be paid upon motion. of 
the council, duly passed by a majority vote, but this proviso 
dhall not be construed to include the wages of officers and 
employes of tlle city, specially or temporarily employed~ The · 
resolution prr,.vidlng for the issue of a warrant shall state the 
fund upon which such warrant shall be drawn, and every war­
rant shall designate the specific purpose for which it is issued 
and the specific fund upon which lt is drawn and shal) be 
payab1e out of none other. Each warrant shall be payable tQ 
the order of the person In whose favor it is drawn. No 
warrant on any specific fund shall be· drawn' or issued un­
til there is money sufficient in the treasury to the credit 
of such fund to pay the same, together with all other 
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warrants issued since tb& ,adoJ>tion of this charter,. that 
may be then outstanding against such fund, and the council 
is hereby Prohibited frolll autli'otlzlng the issue or ordering 
paid . any such warrant, until there is sufficient money, as 

.:, afarasaid; in the treasury, apnllcable thereto1 to meet' such 
warrant, together with tll othei; warrants which may be out­
standing against the. fund; No officer or Official body of 
the city shall have any power to contract or create any in• 
debtedness against. the oily except In, accordance with .the 
provisions o~ this charter, ·or to create any liability against 
1the city py the issuance ot any warrant contrary to the 
provisions of this section,' and any warrant Issued contrary 
thereto shall be wholly void as to the city. Neither said 
councll nor any officer or oftlcer.s or said city, shall, without 
speciii.I _ authOrity of laW', .have authority to Issue any bonds 
or crl:)ate any debt, or any liability against said city, in ex­
cess of the amo11nt of revenue actually levied and applicable 
to the payment of such llabllity, pl,'Ovlded; that the common 
iouncil by a vote of. the xnajority,Jhereof hav~ the power to 
issue warrants. for the plll'Jlose of borrowing money to pay 
the running expenses of S!Ud cltY, conditioned, tliat the total 
amount of ·said warrants so tssued1 together with those out­
standing shall not exceed the cui:rent taxes levied for the 
year in which said wlli'rnnta are Issued, 

ANNUAL BUDGET. 

Sec. 83, The eouncll shall meet annuall:r in the nionth 
of Sepfember prior to the Jax levy and make a budget of 
the ~stimated amounts required to pay the' expenses of con­
dtictlng the business or the clty .for the next · ensuing fiscal 
1.ear, · 

LEVY, WHFlN MADE. 

Sec. 84, The. levy shall lie made bY the Council on or 
before the tenth day ot October of each year and the same 
shall .be entered upon the tax duplicate for the county, and 
collected with the county and state taxes. 

FUNDS. 

Sec. 85, There sha!J .be maintained in the treasury 
the following. funds: . A sinking tund, a permanent itr1prove­
ment fund, a nermanent Improvement revolving fund, an in­
terest fi,md;. a water and light fund; a library fund, a cur­
rent e~penae fund, a park fund, and such other funds as the 
council may, by resolution or ordl. di t nance, rec. 

l i 
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1. The sinking fund is created for the purpose of ac•• 
cumulating money to pay the principal of the bonded in­
_debtedness of the city, and for the maintenance of this fund, 
there shall be levied an· . annual tax of at least one mill and 
not -exceeding three mills on the dollar of the assessed valu­
ation or all taxable property in the city. as a,ppears from 'the 
assessed valuation for ·the preceding year; and the treasurer 
shall keep a separate account with the city depositories or 
all moneys belonging to the sinking fund, and the treasurer 
is forbidden to place any money, hereby appropriated to the 
'sinking fund, to any other· fund. 

SINKING FPND OOMMlSSIO:NERS. 

The mayor, clerlt,. treasurer and attorney shall con­
-stitute a board of sinking fund commissioners and the coun­
cil may, by resolution, define such duties for said •boai'll as 
are not herein provided. Said commissioners shall have 

• charge of the sinking fund and shall, bY and with the con­
sent of the council, invest the same in bonds or. other 
obligations of the city, issued pursuant to this charter, -0r 
in such other bonds as are permitted by law tor the in,i. 
vestment of the public school funda of the State of Minne~ 
sota, or iµ a,ny county or school bonds ot this state. In . 
case. of investment in. bond~ ~r. other obilgations of the city, 
the same shall not be cancelled, but shall ~ lie held 1n the 
stnking fund, and the interest thereon shall be- paid over 
and applied to such sinking fuml. iWheilever any bQnd of 
the city shall -become d~e, the said commissioners shall by 
-and with the consent of the council dispose ot such bonds 
then in said funds, a,.s, with the money on hand ,belonging to 
the same, shall be. necessary to pay such maturing· bonds. 
And said commissioners, by and :with the consent of the 
council; may dispose of any of the bonds in said fund, at 
such other time as said commlssionera and council may deem 
for the best Interest of said fund. Wbenever the amount 
or such sinldng ftind, together with the interest and revenue 
thereof, computed to the time of the maturity of the citv 
bonds, is sufficient to pay all of said bonds, the levy herein·­
before provided for: may be . omitted and the money other­
wise devoted to this rund may •be diverted to other funds 
but In case of decrease of interest, or for ·any 0th.er cause: 
said fund shall, In the judgment of the council, be insui'flcient 
to pay .said _bonds of the city at maturity, such tax shall 
be resumed. 

_ Said commlss~oners ·shall make a detailed report to the 
council, at the first meeting in July in each year, and at 
such other times as the council may require, and said re­
port shll;ll shovt the condition or said sinking fund, the na-
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ture an<! value of each of the securities thereunto belonging, 
with the fult doscrlplton of sll,id securities. · 

.A,ny taxpayer of tlw city or any of the owners of th~ 
bonds of this city1 shall hnve the right to maintain in a 
court of competent. jurisdiction,· any proper actimt or pi;o­
ceeding to enforce upon the part of the council or said com .. 
missioners, compliance with the provisions of this section. 
Whenever at the maturity of any bonds of the city, said 
sinking -fund shall not have money jn it sufficient to pay the 
bonds so maturblg and whenever the council shall deem 
.it advisable ;uld for the ,best Interest of the city, to take up 
any· outstanding bonds not due, the council may issue othet• 
bonds of the city to run not.exceeding twenty years, on ,such 
terms as to place and timesof payment and rate of inter­
est as may be deem!!d advisable, and in such amount as may 
be necessary to ~eet such deficiency, and· to take up and 
refund such· bonds if not diie; IJi·ovided, that refunding bond;; 
shfl.}l · in . no caae draw a higher . rate of interest than the 
bonds taken up. . . · · · . · 

2 •. The permanent Improvement t'und is created for the 
})Ul'POSe of I,>aying the cost of all real property, including 
)?arks, and all rights ther~in, and. all improvements thereon 
wbich the city may have or acquire for its various purpcses, 
payment for wl1ich Is not otherwise provided for out ot .othel' 
funds, 1;1.nd also for the purpose of paying such portions of 
the ~xpense or Jocal improveme~tll as shall devolve upon the 
city. ··... . • ·· ·· ~· .· · · · · · · ,, ii 

There shall . be paid Into. this fund al\ moneY;s 'receive'd 
·from ,the sale of any perma,nent improvkments, or property 
OJ1 the city, the proceed11 whereof'.are not otherwise disposed 
of under this chartei-, and' also such amounts as may, from 
time to time, b'e realizeil from the sale of bonds issued on 
account ot this. 'fund, nnd tha•prlnclpai' sum of all excess or 
assessments tor water inaln$ and sewers, lt shall be furth­
er maintained by an annual tax which shall be levied by the 

.. council as a Part of the annual tax levy necessary. 
3 • The permanent Improvement revolving fund is ere~ 

11.t(ld for . the purpose of providing mpney for 'payi~g for that 
portion of local improyeinents, under· the . provisions of this 
clra.rter., for which assessments may be levied', It shall not 
be SJlP,-POrted by tll,J(ation, There' ahall •be paid .into it all 
moneys received" from all assessments levied under thiR chiir­
t~r for local improvements, and· also such amounts as may 
be realized from tbe sale qf bonds ·or certificates authorized 
therefore In this charter; , 

4. The interest fund 1· · · 
• . 8 created tor providing moneya 

tor the payment of interest t · b · " ,, . . . . o ecome due during the neJEt 
J1$.cal year, upon the- outstan. ding b d •· d t f th · · on s an warran o . e city; It shall be maintained b d 
by the council u on 11 .! Y an annual tax levy ma e 

' P ~ tne taxable property of the city, 

~ ..... ..;;.,;._.,~-

If. 
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Shall be Sufficient to P. aY sucih · ill­of such an amount as 

terest. · t · · · d tor 
5. The water and . light fund is created o provi e . 

the support and maintenance of any plant owne~ 0 ~ ope1:­
ated by the city, for furnishing, to the city or its 111habi­
tants, 'Water or light, and of paying the cost of the purchas~, 
construction1 extension, operation, maintenance and repair 
ot the city water and light plant, and the interest on an 
bonds and outstanding obligations issued on account of said 
water and light plant. · . , 

This fund, When necessary, shall be maintained! by tl!,xa­
tlon, but thei·e sha.ll be paid into it all moneys derived from 
the eale of any property acquired for or ,used in connection 
with the water• arid light plant of the. city; also the pro­
ceeds of all speclal assessments !~vied on account of or in 
connection with said water and light plant; also such 
amounts as may from time to time, be r~lized from the. 
sale of bonds issuerl cin account of said plant; and also all 
moneys received from the operation of said plant,, including 
water alid light rates, rentals and penalties. 

It shall ,be the duty of the water and light commission, 
provided for in this charter together with- th~ council, with­
In four months after the adoptiC'lt of this charter, to make 
an estimate of the amount of outstanding bonds against the 
city, properly chargeable to the construction of the pres­
ent wate:r and light plant and the interest on such bonds 
shall be paid from this fund, if sufficient, otherwise, from 
the interei,t fund, beginning with the installment of in:te.r­
est falling due next after tbe first day Of October, 1917. 

Should' there be any accumulation of money in this fund 
beyond the need thereof, the council may; by resolution 
passed by a majority vote, direct such l).ccumulation, or any 
part thereof, to be paid and transferred to such fund as 
the council may direct. 

6. The library fund is created for the purpose of 
maintaining the public library in' the city, and shall be sup­
I!.<n:ted by tn,x,ation, bu~ . no larger amount shall be ·Jevied_ 
therefot> in any one y..ear than two mills on the dollar of 
the assessed valuation .of tbe taxable property ,of the city, 
as appears from the record of the assessment ot said city 
for the previous year, . , 

· 7. The general fynd Is created to provide moneys for 
the payment of all .Ptlt~ legal obligations of the city. It 
shall be maintained bY tax levy, !ind there shall be paid' in­
to it all the moneys belong1ng to the city, not specifically 
designated as 'belonging to any other fund. 

s. The park fund is created to provide for the sup­
port and mainte!lancfl of any Park or parks which may be 
owned or acquired by the city, It shall be maintained by an 
annual tax levy, :made by the council when necessary, upon 
the taxable property of the city-. 
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TlIJD SEVE~AL · FUNDS; 

Sec. 86. The income and revenue of the city paid into 
the treasury shall, at onl)e, by t~e treasurer, under the di­
rection of the clerk, ,be aJ)Pll(tiQned to and kept in the sep­
ltl'ate funds establlsMd by th!$ charter and the council. 

The Treasurer may, with the approval of the ·Council, 
tempotarily trans(er JUoneys-fro!f one fund to another and 
bon·ow from on,e· fimd. to another temporarily, when by so 
doing the borrowing of money from banks and the pay}n,ent 
of local interest can be avoided. ' 

NO DEBT pREATED WITHOUT .A.UTilORl'l'Y OF THE 

COUNOII,. 

Sec. 87. Nfme of the departments respectively of the 
city l)l' any officer· o!. such de11a.rtment $hall have power or 
authority to make :any·conttact or·to ereate 11,ny debt against 
the city before the council shall have authorized the same 
by a majority vo~ of the members thereof; and no committee. 
of the council or officer thereof shall allow or approve any 
claim in favor of anY person, firm or corporation, for any pur­
pose whateve1> ·attem}lted to be create<l as aforesaid, unless 
thtForea:"Jng0 ol'acsuch .claim !ll', Ute incurring. of such ind'ebt­
edness shall .have been prevlou.siy authoriz.ed bY a majority 
vote of the council. Every requsitton from any officer, de­
partment or conimissiOn to purchase supplies or crt>ate ·anY 
indebtedness against the city, shall be itemized. 

.MONIDY, NOW. IN THE TREASURY. 

Sec. 88. Within thii_cy days after -the first election un­
<ler this charte1', it shaU be the duty of the council, with the 
assistance of the clerk, and treasurer, to apporUon the mon­
ey then in the city treasury among the sevel'al funds herein 
XJrovided for. 

POWER '1'0 BORROW MONF.Y OR INCUR DEB'.f. 

. Sec. 89, The City ot St. James may issue bonds hY 
i'esolution, as. follows: 0 

· For th~ . purpose of paying, fnndm.g or tefundfng any 
bonded indebtedness of the city or the interest thereon, 
existing a~ ,tbe time this. charter goes Into effect, or created 
at any time in any manner by said charter autholized. 

~he city .shall have authority to protect itself by ac­
quiring title to any property subject to special assessment 

.1 .1 
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for local improvements, and shall hiwe authority by ordin­
axiee to assign. and convey any property so acqu-i.red, wheth­
er proceedings to acquire such title have been bad prior to 
the going into effect of this charter or thereafter, and shall 
l1ave the power in like manner to assign any lien or right of 
action held by the city on account ot or. adsing out of any 
such assessmentl.l, a$ security for the payment of any b<mds, 
certificates of indebtedness or other evidence of indebted­
ness mentioned in this section, or to provide that such bonds, 
ce1·tiflcates or other evidence of indebtedness mentioned 
herein, may be collected out of such property, liens or rights 
of action. 

The council may, by resolution passed by three-fourths 
major\ty of the whole council, determine to sell, and after 
such determination may sell and convey, at a price not less 
than that named in such re$olution, and upon such terms and 
security as specified in said resolution, any personal property 
of the city, which property is not ·used or needed for citY 
purposes; anu the money and security realized frOJII any: 
such sale shall ,be turned into and become a part cf the 
general fund of · said city. Provided, that no city eouncil 
shall sell any real estate: electric light plant, wate1• plant 
or telephone system· without first being 'authorized so to 
do by sixty per cent of the legal voters of said. city voting 
at the election called for that purpose; 

Whenever the council shall pass any rcsolut!on to is• 
sue bonds pur1:,uant to the provisions of this section such 
resolution shall provide for' the .submission to the ' legal 
voters of the city, at some general or special election to be 
called by the council for that purpose, the . proposition for 
issuing said bonds, to an amount deemed by said council 
advisable. Such election, whether general or special shall 
be conducted in the same manner' and with the saU:e fol'­
malities as special and gene,•al elections are conducted un• 
der the general laws of this state. 

Th~ ballot to be used at such election shall have printed 
upon it t111s question: "Shall bonds be issµed to the amount 
of ... , .... , ..... ·· .. · .dollars for the purpose of 
. ....... :-; ":-"Following_ and to the ri!!ht of such' · ~~·e~ti~~ 
shall be prmte_~ or w:·ltten ~wo words, "Yes and No." The 
voter shall indicate his choice •by an x marked t th · ht 

f "Y" "N". 1 o eng o es or · 0 , . m a co umn prepared for that pui-po e. 
~ha ballot, according as he is in favor of, or opposed t;, t~: 
1ssuance of said .bonds and no such bonds shall ,be issued 
until such resolution ba,s been approved by sixty-hundredths 
of the, legal vot~.rs voting at said election. , · 

The debt of the. city shall not be 1 . d b 
d 

• · ncrease y bonds 
or .otherwise, beyon ten I>er cent of the t t l 1 t· ' ~ t • f o a va ua ion of 
the taxable proper y' 0 the city according t th 1 · 
ceiling assessment for the PUt1>ose of t ti 

O 
e aa

t 
P.l'e-. . axa on. 



Bonds, certificates and other evidences of· indebtedness 
and o))ligations of the. city authorized by this section, shall, 
in no event, bear a greater rate of interest than six . per 
cent per annlllll, and shi\U ;be sold in accordance with the 
prov~sions of the_ Laws ot the State of Minnesotll. Except 
as provided in . this charter, no warrants, bonds; or other 
.evidence or indebtedness shall be issti!ld by the city or any 
one hl its behalt. · ' . 

PENALTIES. 

. Sec. 9.0, Any willful neglect or refus,al on the part of 
. the treas11rer, or clerk to perform tlle duties required in 
thil'l chapter or by the charter of the city, or any vote or 
act of the mayor or any member of the council, oi- of sai'd 

•. officers or -Other .officers ot IJle city, made. or done with the 
willful intent to evade the Provisions of this chapter or this 
charter, or to dive1i_ tho-fullfla rai~ed bY taixtatibn or pledged 
by o~dinance to any specified purpose, is hereby declared to 
be malfeasance in office, and upon conviction thereof, in any 
court · of competent jurlsdlctton, such officers shall be re­
moved from . office aDd shall l~ addition the:reto, be punished 
b~ a . fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or by im­
p .sonment in the county Jail not exceeding one year, 

CHAPTER 6. 

Water and Light Department. 
POWER. OF CITY, . 

· Se<r. 91. The· city m 
plant and dispose f th ay construct or purchase its water 
tain enlarge ext nod· e same at Will. The city may main~ • 

' • e ,repalrando t th I furnish water and light f pera e . e same, t ma:r 
supply thl:! same to th& i°~ al! municipal purposes and m~y 

Sec. .92. The co t ~ abitants of the city. 
such water and light ;~a~ management and operation of 
committed to the city . t: owned by the city, shall be 

. counc1I. , 

BY-LAWS, RULES. 

'Seo. 93. The city• cou 
powers to make and enf ncu ls hereby vested with all 
as may be necessary to orce such by-laws and regulation!! 

carry 1 t . • 
tent of this chapter, and to c no effect the object and in-
regulatlons, to be entered lnause an such by-laws, rules ano 
which when so entered and a a 'book kept for that purpose, 

. dopted by the city council, shall 

;, 

li~-J> ,i•, 

if 

-49-

be open at all times for inspection and sha~l be .evidence 
in any court of justice, Said council shall fix and main­
tain the rents and rates for water and light furnished bY it. 

· Said council ls hereby authorized and required to re­
strain and pre.vent any and. all waste of water or lights, and 
may, when in its judgment necessary, shut qff the water or 
light or .take such action as in its judgment may be proper • 

Penalties. 

FOR INJURIES TO WORKS. 

Sec. 94. Any person who shall unlawfully and willfully 
destroy or injure any real or personal properly belonging 
to or in any manner connected with either the water plant 
or Ught plant of the_ Cit!' of St, James, shall' )l~ punished. as 
follows: 

1, If the value of the property destroyed, or tpe di-
minution :.n value •bY injury to the same, shall be less than 
twenty dollars, by imprisonment in the county jail for not 
more than three . months, or by fine of not more than one 
bundred dollars. 

2. If the value of the property destroyed, or the di-
minution in value by the 'injury shall be twenty dollars 
or more, by imprisonment in the county jail f1>r not more 

' . than one year, or bY fine of not more than five hundred dol­
lars, or by .both. 

CHAPTER 7. 

Fire Department. 

ORGAN~ZATION, 

sec. 95. There shall be a fire department of which the 
Fire Chief shall have general su11ervlsion. The head of said 
department .shall be known as the chief of the ;fire depart­
ment. Said department shall 1be' either volunteer or paid, 
but a paid fire department shall not be established except 
by an ordinance passed by an affirmative vote of a majority 
or all members of the council. · 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

Sec. 96, If the city maintains a paid fire department 
the mayor shall nominate and tbe councn shall confirm th~ 
chief and such other officers and members of the department 
as may be deemed expedient. ' · · 



If · volunteer tire department is maintained, the ruem • 
bers th:reof aha.11 ele~t their owri chief, assistant chief and 
otMr officers, subject to conllrniatlon and . approval by the 

council. such vorunteer · department maY. adopt a constitution and. 
by-laws, not 1nconsistent with this charter and with 
the laws of the state, and subject to t~e approval 11-nd con-

fl.rmation of the council, 
Such departm:ei1t is also au~horlzed and required to 

make ane. submit to the ,council a draft of all needful rules 
and regulations, not inconsistllnt with the laws of the State, 
the provisions of this charter or tlie ordinances of the city, 
for the government and control of such department and 
the preventipn and extingulshment of •fires. Thereupon foe 
council may consider. the same and fon:nulate and adopt 
11uch rules and regulations as shall govern and control 
the said department in all its ·operations. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF CHIEF. 

Sec. !}7, The chief of· the fire department under the 
direction of the councllr shall have the general superjn.­
tendence of the fire department and the custody of all 
engines, . hOok.& ii,nd la~gers., _truclts; hose, horses and other 
property used and maintained for the purposes of said de- · 

, partment. He shall ~ee that the same are kept in proper 
order .and that all the r.ules and regulations and all the 
provisions of this charter, rel11tive to the fire departihent 
and to the prevention and extlnguishment of 11res, are 
duly executed'. .He Jlhall superintend the preservation of 
all property endangered by lite and shall have control, and 
direction, in cnse of lire~ ot all persons, organi:zatip1is or 
associations engaged In preserVing such property. In case 
of the absence or disability of the chief · for anY. cause, the 
assistant chief shall exercise all the powers, perform all 
the duties ~nd be subject to 1111 tl,e responsibilities of chief'. 

AUTHORITY AT FIRES. 

Sec. 98. The council may, ,by ordinance, provide for 
the remova,l and keeping away or any and all. persons from 
fires, and 11111,y cqnfer Powers for that purp9se upon the 
mayor, the chief, assistant chief and other officers of the 
fire department and the l)olice. officers of the city; and for 
such purposes the chief or assistant chief shall be vested 
with police powers. The mayor shall have authority, un­
der • such provisions as the council may enact, to send fire 
engmes and other apparatus of the department, with a 

.. 
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competent force of employes to tµe relief._ of any com­
munity or· for the preservat\on of property ;endangered by 
fire outside of the limits of the city. 

FIRE' ALARM AND OTHER PROPERTY. 

Sec. 99. The council may provide for the establish­
ment and maintenance of an efficient fire· alarm, telegraph 
and telephone system for the purpose of .the fire. depart­
ment, and shall proVide for the purchase or lease of .such 
fire engines and 'other ,.apparatus for fire protection as may­
be necessary to secure the highest efficiency of the de­
partment. 

The council shall also proVide for the sale or dis-
posal of. any property no longer necessary for the use of 
the department, and: the proceeds thereof shall bi paid 
over to the treasurer, The council ·shall also have the 
power to provide for the erection of fire stations or engine 
houses, and the purchase· or condemnation of sites. therefor. 

The powers in this section granted are subject to the 
general 'l'estrictions contained in tlli.s charter. 

DESTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS. 

Sec. 100, Whenever any buildiitgs in the city shall 
be on fire, it shall be lawful for, and shall -be the duty of 
the chief of the fire· (lepartment to order and direct the 
destI•uction. and removal of, and to destroy, pull down. ai;id 
remove such• •building, or any other building in the vicin­
ity, or anY part thereof, that he may deem hazardous or 
likely to communicate fire, and no action shall l>e main­
tained against anY person or said city therefor or on ac­
count thereof. 

I 

PENALTIES. 

Sec. 101. If any t~rson shall at any fire, refuse to 
obey the ord~rs of the chief of the fire department or otlk 
er officer ·vested with authority at such fire such' f 

I 
d . . , . person 

shall be guilty o a m s emeanor and shall be punish d 
prescribed ,by. the ordinance of this city or •n· ase thas' 

. t' . h bl ' , 1 C e e 
offense 1s no pums a . e under the ordinances of this city 
then as misdemeanors are punished under the laws 0): th~ 
state. · 
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OH.APTER 8. 

Health Department . 

. .APPOINTMENT, QUALIFICATIONS. 

Sec. 102. The health d~piirtment shall consist of three 
rt,iembers, · one of whom shall be a physician, duly licensed 
to .practice medicine ;within tlie State of Minnesota 0£ good 
standing in his profession and who shall have been in ac­
tive practice for at least three years.. He shall be styled 
health officer. 

Each me:i;nber oti:;said department shall be a resident 
and elector of .the city at the time of :his appointment. 
They shall· be appointed as other omcers, ·for the term of 

·one year,' 

GENERAL POWERS,. DUTIES. 

See.' 103, Jl}xlcapt as othei-wts.e provided in 1this char­
ter, the members of said department shall have and exer­
cise all the authority and powers and shall p~rform all the 
duties granted to or imposed upon local ,boards of b,.ealth 
by the general laws <>f the State of Minnesota; · and all 
such lruws -of said state' governing such local boat•ds shall, 
so £a~ a.s applicmble- apply !i11ll llfriU- rorce in tho city. 

SP:E)CIAL, POWERS AND. PU'l'iES, 

Sec. 104. Tb,e members of said department, in addi­
tion to the powers and duties mentioned in: Section 103 of 
this chapter, shall have the following and ad'ditional pow­
ers: 

To enforce the laws of the. state and the ordinanoes 
of this city,. and the provisions of this charter relating to 
public health; .and for the enforcement of all such laws, 
provisions of this charter and ordinances they and each 
of them shall have and -be vested with ;11 the powers of 
JJOl!ce officers of the city. Sa.id health ~fficer, shall, in· aw­
dition. to other powers and duties heretofore -vested in and 
required of him be required: 

. PROFESSIONAL ADV'1CE, 

1. The health ofrice1: shall giv t ih mayor or other 
city authority all such professlona: a~vicee and information 
as they ,may require, With. a. view to the preservation· of 
~he pubbc health; ~nd whenever he shall hear of the ex­
istence of any malignant, contagious or pestilential dis-

r 

I 

f 
I. 
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ea~es, he shall investigate the. same and adopt measures to 
arrest its progress. 

TO MAKE crnoutT OF OBSERVATION. 

2. It shall ,be the duty of the health officer to make 
a circuit of obsel·vation to every part of the city and en­
virons from time to time, arid in all cases wherein he. may 
discover the existence of any agent, the presence of which 
will prove dangerous to the· health of the city, and there 
is no ordinance comp~ent for the correction of the evil, 
he shall· immediate1Y report the same to the council, .ac­
companied by his written opinion of the necessity of ex­
traordinary or .11arti(mlar action, 

TO .SELECT SITES FOR QUARANT~iNE STATIONS. 
I 

3. The health officer, by and iwiih the approval of 
the council maY select s.uch sites, places and boundaries 
tor . quar;mtine stations and purposes, as may be necessary. 

RIGHT TO. ENTER BUILDINGS, 

4:. For the purvose of carrying out the . .foregoing re­
quirements he shall be permitted at all times, from the 
rising to the setting of the sun, to enter into any house, 
store,. stable or other building, and to cause the -floors to 
be raised, if he shall deem it necessary, in order to make 
a thorough examinati.on of cellars, vaults, sinks or drains, 
and to cause all privies- to be cleaned and kept in good 
condition, and to cause all dead. animals or other nuisances 
or unwholesome things to be burned or removed or' dis­
posed of, as he may direct. 

'1'9 SEIWID NOTICES TO ABATE NUISANCES. 

5. To serve notice in writing upon the owner · occu­
pant or agent of any lot, building, or premises, in ~r upon 
which any nuisance may be found, or upon any person 
who shall have caused ~uch nuisance, requiring him or her 
to abate the same withm reasonable time, and_ such notice 
may be given or se.rved by any officer who may be direct­
ed to give the same. • 



TO PROVIDE BOOKS FOR KEEPING RECORD. 

6. It shall be the duty of the health officer to pro­
vide, at the expense of·. the city, the necessary books for 
keeving a record ~f all. transactions of the health depart­
ment, including the proper registration ol' blrths and deaths 
and such other statistica1 information necessary for such 
official worlr of' said departm;ent. 

TO PROVIDE EQUIPMlllNT AND MEDICINE. 

: . To provide, 11nder the direction of the council, 
furmture, fuel, food, medicine an~ such other articles as 
may be necessary · for the equipnient and maintenance or 
any hospital for the prevention and control of infectious 
or contagious diseases, among men or animals. To control 
~II such hospitals and to secure the decent and prompt bur­
ial ot bodies of all persons <lying at such hospitals. 

8. He. shall, when directed by the council .or· the board 
of health, attend any indigent sick J)erson in the'' city and 
furnish at his own expense me~icine for such person. 

CHAP'l'ER 9, 

Police Department. 
ORG-:ANIZATION, 

Sec. 105. There shall be l . . 
ment, of Which the m . n the 01ty a police depart-
Tlsion and ·of whl h h ayor shall have control and. super­
and head. said d: t shall be the chief executive officer 
lice and ~uch patr!i:e~ent shall consist of a chief or J)O­

thorized by the councll • a~ from time to time may be au­
shall · be residents of th; .· members of said department 
by the mayor, but must ·bclty, and they shall be nominated 
entering upon the dis h e. confirmed by the council before 

The mayor or cou c ;rge of thelr duties. . . 
move any member of~~ may at his or thefr pleasure, re­
of larg't\ public gatherln:s department. The mayor, in· case 
qui., additional po)ice 

1 
or other. unusual occasions, re­

trolmen, at a reasonabl oroe, may appoint such other pa.­
necessary, and such te; ;ompensation, as he may dee1::1 
ixt force as long 118 the :a rary appointment shall continue . 

Yor ma.y deem expedient. 

SPECIAL POUCEMEN, ; 

Sec, 106, The mayor . 
any Person, corporation may, likewise at the request of 

or organlzattort, desiring special po-

rr 
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lice protection, appoint special policemen, who shall serve 
without exrpense to the city, and possess police _power to 
preserve the peace, protect property, and make arrests for 
crime, at such places and within such limits as may ,be 
designated by the l}layor, but such special policemen shall 
not exercise any official authority 01· ,y.ear any badge · of 
office outside of the limits as designated except that, in 
the event of an arrest made by a special policeman, he may 
wear such badge while taking the. I)erson so arrested to 
the police station. ,'Provided, further, that during the 
months of September, October and November of each year 
by consent of a· majority of the council, two additional po-
licem en ma.Y be employed. 

QUALIF]CA'l'IONS. 

Sec. 107. No person shall be eligible to appointment 
in the police department who is not a citizen of the United 
slates, or l!-ble to read and write the English language un~ 
derstandlngly, or who has· been convicted of a crime. Nor 
shall any person be eligible to any appointment in .a,ny de­
partment, who shall not have been a resident of the city 
for at le.a.st one ye<1,r immediately preceding his appoint­
ment. Any person appointed to the office ol: chief · or pa­
trolman shall, before entering upon the discharge of the 
duties of such office, execute a ,band to the city in such 
sum as the council may direct, for the .faithful performance 

of his duty, 

POWERS OF POLICE OFFICERS. 

sec. 108. The chief of police shall possess the powers, 
of constable at common law and under the statutes of this 
state and shall have the power to serve and execute any 
warrant, summons or ot-her process Issued out of any jus­
tice court of the city, and shall have the authority to pur­
sue and arrest, in the city or beyond the limits thereof, 
or in any part of the state any person charged with or who 
bas committed any violation of any ordinance of the city, 
or any other offense or crime within the city, but no such 
officer shall have power to arrest without such warrant 
except. in cases in which arrests without a warranty ar~ 
authorized by the general statutes of the state, and the 
violation of anY city 0rdinance shall be deemed a public 
offense. 
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CONSERVATORS OF THE PEACE •. 

Sec. 109. The mayor or a,cting mayor the ald 
the .chi t f Ii • · • ermen ~ o po . ce, the sheriff of the county and all po: 
lice officers shall be the conservators of tli · ma d · · · . · ·. . e peace. They 
• :y comman the peace and SUJ>Press in a. summary man-
ner all riotous or disorderly -behavior or proceedings with­
in the city limits and for such purpose may require the 
as~ stance of all bystanders, and it need ,be, of all citizens 
an in • suppressing any riotous or (lisorderly behavior ol: 
proceedmgs, the authority to command shall be in th re· 
cer present. in the order In this section named, e o 1-

:PENALTIES. 

Sec. 110. If any ·bystande o : • 
aid in preperving the . r . r citizen shall refuse to, 
havior or proceed! peace or in suppressing riotous be­
in the precedin ngs, when thereto required. as provided 
meanor and be ~n::~0

:• he shall be guilty of a misde­
dol!ars or impriso e. by .a fine of not more than fifty 

If any person~::~1 f~ not more than thirty days. 
to act as a 110Uce office; o thou~ lawful authority, assume 
authorized so- to t . t the mty or falsely pretend to be 
within the city, 11:c ~i:~ ;ear a badge of a police officer 
one _hundred dollars ·· · ·t· · .e liable to a. fule .not e.xceeding 

' or o imprisonment ! t eeeding ninety days. or a erm not ex-

GRATUITY OR REWARDS PROHIBITED. 

Sec. lll. Any member · 
~hall accept directl·y . Of the police department wh_ o 

• h ' or 1ndirect1 f "' in is custody, or after he Y, rom. any person while 
gratllity or reward shall have been. discharged any 

' or any kind f i t who shall receive fro'U an . . o ntoxlca ing drink, or 
mission of the m~yor a y Person, without the written per­
or recovery of any g:d reward for the arrest of any thief, 
damages sustained while/ or money or ·compensation for 
be deemed guilty of a ~ the discharge of his duties shall 
to a fine of •not exceedi m Bdel]leanor and shall be subject 

,_,onment not to e::r(ceed ntg one hundred dollars or imvris-
nety _ days, . 

COMPENSATION TO BEJ F . 
· IXEo- BY THE COUNCIL. 

Sec. 112. Except as ot . . 
compensation of the chi f · herwlse herein provided, the 
employes o.f the police ~ Of llolice, patrolmen and other 
council in the same . e1Jartment, Shall be fixed by the 

ffi 
manner o cers. as the compensation of city 
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CHAPTER 10. 

Contracts. 

DEFINITIONS. 

Sec. 113. All contra.eta for commodities or service to 
be furnished or performed for the city or any department 
thereof, involving an eXIpenditure of more than five hundred 
dollars shall be made .as in this chapter provided, and not 

othel'Wise. 
The words "commodities" and "service'' as used 'in this 

chapter, shall be construed to include all work, labor, ma­
terials, supplies or other propertY: and all lighting and other 
service, and all local or public improvements. 

The word "contract'! as used in this chapter, shall be 
construed to include ev-ery: agreement, ~n writing or other­
wise, executed or _executory, ,by which any commodities, 
work or service are to be furnished to- or done for the city, 
and evenr t~ansaction whereby an expenditure is made or 
incurred on the part of the city or any department or offi-
cer thereof, 

All action · in this · chapter required or authorized to ,be 
taken l>Y the I council shall be by resolution or· ordinance. 

ESTIMATE, AMOUNT OF CONTRA!CT, 

Sec. 114, The council, in the first instance shaU, on 
its own motion, or may, on the recommendation or report 
of any department or officer of the city determine in a 
general way the commodities, work or services to ,be done 
or furnished, and shall fix the estimated cost thereof, and 
in order to . determin~ such estimated costs may require 
estimates from anY officer or employe of the city. 

I:n case such estimated cost, as determined by the 
council, shall not . exceed the sum of dive hundred dollars 
the council may direct that the commodities, .work or serv~ 
ice be procured by or through the proper department or 
officer of the city Without public .bids, . 

In all cases where such estimated cost shall exceed 
the su_m of dlve hundred dollars, said commodities, or serv­
ice shall only •be furnished or done upon pQ,blic bids or 
procured in open market. 

PLANS AND S~ECIFICATIONS. 

Sec. 116 , Before advertising, for bids the council shall 
ca.use t~ be prepared by the proper department, or officer 
of the city and filed with the clerk, detailed plans and speci­
fications and the proposed contract for commodities and 
service. 
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ADVERTISING. 

sec. 116. .After.flling.1;he .same the council shall direct 
the clerk to advertise for ,bids for doing or :furnishing said 
~ommodities or service 1n Mcordance with such contra.ct, 
plans or specifications; Such advertisement shall be pub­
lished in the- columns' <1f the official papers:; and· in such 
other .papers and at such o.ther times, and in such.· othel' 
manner .as the council may direct, 

- All advertisen1ents for bids shall clearly state that sucl1 
bids are to be receiYed and opened at a pu,blic meeting of 
the council in tlte council chambers, upon a cel'tain da;y 
and hour. 

CERTIFIED CHECI(S:. 

Sec, 117. In advertising for anY. bids, the council sltall 
require any bid4er to deliver his bjd and 11, certified check 
upon s!lme rep·qtable bank in .this state payable to the City 
of St. James, for at least ten per cent of the total :amount 
of s~ch bids which check. an,d the amount thereof sh~ll be 
forfei~ed to t_he iCity of St James, as liquidated damages, if 
the bidder, upon the IElttlng of the contract to him, shall fail 
t~ enter ,into the contract so let, . All advertisements for 
b ds shall.•1·eserve the right to .reject any and all bids, 

_RECllUVING AND OPENINqBms .• 

· vert!ec. ~\\ At the time, and place mentioned in the ad-
. emen or bids, the coimol! shall 11},eet in public ses-

b
slon rtnd . publicly rec(l!Ve, open and read all bids that .May 

e presented. .Before. an t al . . . . 
be numb r • Y O 8 d bids are opened they shall 
ceived a~~~ ;;ns:~utlveJy,and no further bids shall be re­
give all per . . Y : has been opened. The councll shall 
i . , ~ons, w 10 desire the · same an opportunity to 
nspect all bids 'When the . 

considered when not . • . Y are opened. No bids. shall be 
· accompanied by a certified check. 

' ACTION BY COUNCIL. 

Sec. 119. The counc·r . 
determine which .o .h 1 !!hall act upo.n such 1 bids and. 

nesaJibe· 
be awarded- to the low . acce11ted. All,, contracts shall 
complying with the for:st reUable and responsible· bidder 
the council ma•, re•· t. going requirements, provided that 

., Jee any ,bids h' ' . d . . . onnble or unreliable w 1ch it may eem unreas-
t·eliability of a ,bid sh 1~d . t?e council in determining the 
sibility of the bidder 

II 
tnsider the question of the reapon-

an his ability to p€rform his contract, 

• J 
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without any refereni:Je · to the responsibilities, of the sure­
ties· upon his bond, and any person who shall have default­
ed in any contract awarded :JJy the city, eoccept, as to time, 
or who shall have refused to enter into a contract after the 
same shall have been awarded to him shall not be consid-
9!;ed a reliable and responsible bidde1·. In case the lowest 
responsible bidder shall be more than the esUmated cost 
of such eommoditi~ or service, the counccil ,may reje<)t all 
bids and abandon the proposed contract, or .1t may require 
the clerk to re-advettise for new bids in the manner here-

• inbefore provided. · 

' 

All contracts shall be execute.cl by the. bidder within 
ten days after the contract is ready for his signature, and 
if not' executed by him ln said time he shall be deemed to 
11.avt> abandoned the same, 

PERFORMANCE OF CONTRACTS. 

Sec. 120. After the acceptance -by the council of any 
bids, it .shall dir.ect the execution ' of a contract by the 
])roper officer in a,ccordance therewith and also in accord­
ance with the said plans, specifications and proposed con­
tract, and such contracts shall be carried out by the prop­
er department or officer of the city, as in this charter 
provided. 

In case the council shall determine that any commodi­
·ues or servfoe are to be procured in open market, the same 
shall be procured or done by the proper department or offi­
cer in accordance with such general directions as the coun-
cil may giv-e. · 

BOND. 

Sec. 121. Every person to Whom a contract is a.warded 
for an amount eXleeedlng five hundred dollars shall give a, 
bond in sucb sum as. the council may direct, and with such 
sureties ;is the council may approve, for the faithful perfor­
mance of such contract. 

. In the case- of ~11 other contracts, the council may re­
qmre a bond and, 1? au cases of contracts coming within 
the purview o_f Section 8245 of the General Statutes of the 
State of Minn.es. ota for the l'ear 1ll18 and th . . d . , e amen ments 
thereto, it shall reqmre such .bond as is required by such 
lnw. 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Sec. ,122; 'It shall be the duty of each officer or head 
of a department to reJ?0l't to the <:ouncil, quarterly, the 
commodities, work, and servfce Ilk.sly to ·be needed for tlre 
operation of bis department or office, during the remain­
der of the then, ,!/iicatyear_, ana. not heretofore contracted tor. 

EMEllWENCIE)S. 

Sec. 123 .• · 1n ct1se of emergency,: and when the delayg 
J>rovlded for in this llllllrter will cnuae great d.a.rnage to the 

· public iilte:rest, or endanger public safety, the bead of any ~ 
department With the wrJtten approval· of the · cout1cil, may 
make necessary repairs b;y .day labor and procure materials 
therefor in. the bpen market, 

CONTRACTS .NOT TO '.BJiI ASSIGNED. 

Sec. 124. No contract for which a bond or deposit is 
re11u1red as Provicled hi thla chapter shall be. assigned or 
transferred In any .numnel' and any assignment or transfer 
thereof, exicept .by o.Peration of law; and except by consent 
of the COUJl.c_il exnressed_ hr resolution; shall fuUy end and 

-deterintne sucii contract and shall make the same hull and 
void' as to any other or further performance thereof by the 
contractor or his assigns,_ Without any act on_ the part of 
the. city; and the city, through its proper authorJties, may 
at once Proceed to re-let such <lontract, or may, at its dis­
cretion, proceed t6 complete the same as the . agent and 
at . the expense ,of such contractor and his sureties. 

PENALTY. 

Sec, 126, Any co11tr11ct made in violation of the pro­
\'isions or this charter shall be absolutely, void, and any 
money paid on account of.such contMCt by the city, or any 
department _ ?r <ifficer thereof ltlay be recovered by the city, 
without restitution of the Pl'operty of the benefits received 
or obtained 1by the city there11nder. 

Any_ officer of _the city Ylolatfng any provision of this 
chapter shall , thereby forfeft his_ offlice in addition to all 
other penalties, Prescribed therefor and uch office may •be 
declared to. be vacant by I>top11r Procee:ings in the courts 
ot the state or by action of the council as provided for ln this chapter, · · • 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Salari~s and Bonds. . .s 
h 11 receive salane , 

S C 126 The_ "following officers sttoarney health officer 
, e . · . t a.surer, a ' 1 t 

to-wit· Mayor, aldermen,. ret 'tha mayor's salary shal -n~ 
d- as.sess·or. Provided, tha r· that the aldermen s 

an · 1 per yea , - And 
exceed one hundred dol ars dred dollars per year 
salaries shall not 'exceed one bun of the mayor for, the first 

'ded further that the salary e hundred dollars per provi , . · fixed at on d et 
under this charter 1s . at one hundre P term 1 of each alderman year; and the sa ary 

1 year. 

EMPLOiYElS. ' . u enip,loyes or the city 
Se-c 127 The compensation of at as herein otherwise 

. ' h . ouncll excep - - hl -h 11 ibe lfixed ,by - t e c - hall be p:lid mont Y s a - h compensation s ' 'd d and sue - , prov1 e , . nc!l 
fn the discretion of the_ cou . , 

SALARIE_S NOT CHANGED. - - all 
, - , f the officers- of tho -city sh_ 

Sec. 128. The sala:;:is~ed during the h~rm for -w~cn 
not be increased or ell be elected or appointed, nor durmg 
any such officers shall - tween the election or appointment 
the period inter.vening db~he commencement of his term of of any sucll officer an 
service. 

GIFTS. d r em-
officer or member of any boar o . 

Sec. 129. _No shall directly or indirectly, Jn or about the 
ploye of the city - ffice or position aslt and receive any gift, 
performance of hist ~ty reward or other valuable thing what-t' n gm ui ' • 
compensa io ' h . alarY or fees prescribed herem. ever, excepting t e 8 · • . 

BONDS. 

The council may require bonds froi~ any 
Sec.,, 

130
· ·- f the city in those cases where a boud employe O - - ffi 

officer or . . d by the terms Of this charter and may a x 
is not re~r:r the bond so required by it, and 111ake any 
the amou deem _proper in regard to the sureties regulations it may 
thereon. 



CORPORATE SURETIES. 

Sec. 131. · TJie suretieii on all bonds required of officers 
11nd employees and others, bythe terms ,of this charter, may 
be surety corporation, authorized: under the general laws of 
the state! to do surety bond bpslness and to• gtve such bond; 
but sUcli bond must tie approved by the council. 

CHAPTER ;12. 

Eminent Domain and' Local Improvements. 

POWElR TO ACQUIRE PROPERTY. 

Sec. 132. Tp.e city ot St James is .hereby empowered 
to acquire, b;r pw:chase, condemnation proceedings or other: 
wise~ any property, colllloreal or iucorporeal, wheresoever 
sit~ated, either within or with<rnt the limits of the city, 
which may be nee~ed by the city or any •board department 
thereof for any Plllblic purpose whatsoever. · 

And the fact that. the Property so l'!eed'ed has been ob­
tained by the owner under eminent domain or is already de­
v~ted to a public use, shall prevent its acquisition by the 
~nty, · I 

Wh~r~ _nothing ls specified to the contra;, the city, in 
any acqusition ot Property, shall be deemed to ha.Ve acquired 
the f-00 title and absolute owners!Up of such property, except 
in ~ses of streets .ancl alleys, 

he
. r 1F11eftCity ofiflSt, JamesJs. lt. ereby empowered, except as 

ema er spec ed to leVy 
benefited . by any i~p ·assessments upon any property 

. · rovement Which may be made by the 
counCil under the prov! 1 .. . . son of this chapter, to the extent 
of such •~enefits, without re.mird to valuation. 

LIMITATIONS. 

Sec, 133. Except in cas • . 
a nuisance no real t . es of improvements to abate 
sulting fro:n the tak;: ate sh~IJ be assessed for benefits re~ 
the owners of at .

1 
g or iniurlng of real property, unless 

east one q t . be as.sessed therefo · . llllr er of the real estate to 
general tax levy fo:~d ~n ~tPears :by the last assessment for 
wan County, Minnesota e office of the Auditor of Waton­
the council of the Petitt! the time of the presentation to 
therefor, which petition sh for lmprovem~nts, shall petition 
the clerk. all be In writmg and .flied with 

In case of condemnatio 
or boulevards at least . n of lands, for parks, parkways 

' one•half I th t expense thereof shall b o · e otal damages and 
payable out or the gen":ala general charge on the city and 

· " · fund. 

" . 
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In all cases where the total damage and expense of tak­
ing or jnjuring real estate for any improvement shall not 
exceed one bundred and fifty doUars the same shall be a 
general charge upon the city and payable out of the appr,o­
priate fund and if the~e be no such fund, then out of the 
general fund. Two or more iJnprovements described in the 
foregoing sections may •be combined in one proceeding, i! 
d<>emecl best and so ordered by the council. 

DIVISION l, 

Procedure Where There May Be Ah Assessment For Bene• 
• . ftts. ' 

COUNCIL TO DETERMINE NATURE ~ EXTENT OF 
IMPROVEMENTS.· 

Sec. 134. When the· Council, ·shall by resolution declare 
that' for public improvement it is necessary to take, damage, 
injure or destroy any private·· property, or property devoted 
to .a public :use, it shall determine by resolution in a general 
way. the nature and extent. of the proposed improvement, 

CITY ENGINEER TO BE NOTIFIED TO MAKE PLAT. 

Sec. 135. The- council shall thereupon notify the City 
Engineer of such determination; and thereupon it shall be 
the duty of the Engineer to make and present to the Coun­
c:!il, a plat and survey of such proposed Improvement, showing 
the nature, course and .extent of same, and the property nec­
essary to be taken, dainaged, injured or destroyed, or •bene~ 
fited thereby together with the name of the owner or own­
er& of each parcel of such property as the same ,appears by 
the last assessment list in the ofl;ice of the Auditor of the 
County in which said lands are situate at the date of said 
resolution of the Council, together with such other statements 
as may be proper to explain such survey and the nature 
1md extent of sucl1 PI oposed improvement. 

Such plat and survey shall show approximately the 
amount of land belonging to each owner which ls to be bene­
fited, taken, damaged, injured or destroyed; and the coun- · 
cil may cause suc,'1 plat .0 r survey to be modified, amended· 
or changed . 

COUNCIL TO ADOPT PLAT, ORDER IMPROVEMENTS 
AND GiVE NOTICE. 

Sec, 136. When. such plat ahd survey shall finally de­
scribe the proposed improvements to th.e satisfaction of the 



i 
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Council, it 1,hall by resolution. adopt the same and order the 
making of the improvements. The -0ouncil shall then give. 
fifteen days'. notice by one p11blication in the official news~ 
paper of the city, of the time- and place when it will meet to 
make an award .. of damages and assesi,ments of benefits, or 
an award of damages- .or ~sse.asments of benefits as the case 
may be; in which noticet it shall describe th.e land or property 
to .be condemned,. by .general descriptions, an~ shall . !3pecify 
what such assessment; if any; is' to be for, and in a general 
way what property will be. assessed therefor. rt shall caust 
a copy of such notice to M aerved in th:e manner in which 
a sll1Umons is se.rved in ·a. civil' action in: nistrict Court upon 
all parties. intetested in the land to be condemned .or bene­
:tlted as appears by the last assessment Usf in the office ot 
the. auditor of the county in which the land' is situate• wh~ 
can lie found in said c1tunty, and alsq upon all verso~s oc­
cupying· said Janda, or any part ttereof, .and it shall mail a 
copy of such notice to .an non-residents. of said county, ap­
pearing to be fatP.rested hi said land, addresaed to the li.l.et 
known postoffice address of. sucll non-resident and if such 
address is unknown to tile Council; sucll notice shall be ad­
clress!!d to such person of St. James, Min11esota. .Proof of 
the service .and mailing of such notice shall :be made •by the 
affldavjt of .the person· serving or mailing the s!lJlle which 
shall state the time, place antll manner of serving or 

1
mailing 

. the l;!ame, and/ ,how :each notice $0 mailed. was .ad:dr.essed .and 
- ilttcb afl:fcfavit sfiaH be flied and prea~rved in the office of 

the City Olerlc. · 

HEARING. 

S"'c. 187~ . All Persons interested in .any property so to 
be condemned or In ·an 1 . , . . . ·' · Y rea estate to be assessed for such 
improvement, .may ·be- present and hear and adduce evidence 
~~ay the City Attorney, before said ,Council at said hea/ 

DAMAGES, HOW.A.WARDED, INTEREST, 

Sec. 138. · The Cou ll · 
shall determine a nc .' in ·making such assessment, 

I . . nd . 11-PPraise to the owner or owners the 
va ue of the 1·eal estate int 
inJ·ured or d . tr . or erest therein .taken, .damaged, 

es oyed for the . th d 
arising to them res • improvement, and e amage 
whi.ch shall b . · pectively trom the condemnation thereof 

e awardedto such t· 1 d ages, after making du owners, respec 1ve Y, as . am-
flt which' such own . e allowances therefrom for any bene­
improvemen:t. · eis may respectively derive from such 
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And said sum, so awarded, as damages, shall bear inter­
est at the rate of six per -0ent per annum from and a,fter ~e 
date of the confirmation of assessment therefor as herem-
after provided until paid, 

DAMAGES IN EXCESS . OF BENEFITS. 

Sec. 139 . . If the damages to any person •be greater than 
the benefits received', or if the benefits be greater than tlle 
damages, the Council shall strilrn a balance and carry the 
difference forward to a,nother column, so that the assess­
ment may show what amount is to be received or paid by 
such owners respectively, and the differences only shall in 
ap.y case be collected from tllem or paid to them. . 

APPRAISEMENT WHERE THERE ARE }3UILDlNGS ON 
THE LAND, ;;c' 

Sec. 140. In case there are ,buildings or improvements 
upo~ any land proposed to be talten in such proceedings, the 
·award shall be for damages to the land and improvements 
separately. 

The value of such building or imprc;tvements, or the Pl\l't 
thereof nooesi,ary to be taken, to the owner in case of re­
moval, shali alao te determined by the council, and notice 
of such determination shall be given by it to the owner 
when known, if a resident of the cityr personally or to be 
left at his usual ,place of. abode with some person of suitable 
age and discretion then residing therein. 

If the owner is not known, or }s a non-resident of the 
city, ten days' notice by one publication to all persons in­
terested shall be given in the official paper of the city which 
shall be sufficient .notice to such owner. 

Such owner may at any time, within ten days after such 
notice notify in writing the Council. of his selection to take 
such building or ·improvement or such part thereof at its 
appraised value, and in such case the amount of such ap­
praisal shall be deducted bY the Council from the estimated 
damages for the building or improvement, and the owner 
shall have such reasonable time for the removal of such 
building or improvement, after the confirmation of the · as­
sessment, as the Council may allow, 

If the owner shall refuse to take the building or im­
provement at Auch appraisal, 01· fail to give notice of his 
election as, aforesaid, ~ithin the time prescribed, then no de­
duction shall be made from the estimated damages· aforesaid, 
and the Council, shall, after the confirmation of the assess­
ment and after the lnoney is .in the hands· of the treasurer 

... 



ready .to be paid to the owner for his damages 
S 11 h b d 

, Proceed to 
, e sue uil ing or improvement, or part th· f re· ti " • . . . . , ereo , at pub-
1 ~uc . on ~or cash, giving ten days• notice of sale b 

~ubllcation in the official paper, ari.d cause . such buildi: on~ 
improvement or part thereof to -be removed Th g or 
o: s~uch. sale shall be paid into the city treas~ . e . procee~s 
or tne tund chargeable witli such improvemeur:. to the credit 

JOINT OWNERS .. LAND SUBJECT TO LEASE~ 

aec. 141. If· the land and bnildi b . I 
persons, or if the. land is subject to 1:!:e· ;!ong to different 
tile d/llllages. done to such pe);Sons . . • ien or mortgage. 
awarded to them by. the Council l ' . respectively, may be 

.· t.o them, respectively from· "· l • ess the benefits resulting 
• Lile improvement. 

DA.'l\fAGES, E'l'C., TO BE ASSIDSSElD UPON REAL ES-
TATE BENEFITED, · 

See, 142. Having !!Scertalned th 
of such. jmprovement as at . . . e damage and expenses 
upon apportion and· . oresa.id, the ,aouncil shall there-
. . assess the same ex t 

any, as has been llppro.Pl'1at · .. · . , c~ · such amount, it 
same, together with the coed by the ,Council in payment of 
re,t esfll,te anti; 1>ropert1,.it-~: o~ ~the proceedings, upon. the. 
ment, in proportion to such m1:1 oeneil~ed bf such Improve­
therefor, but .in nQ cas · h benefits, if any be assessable. 
ment exceed the actu.ar\13 an fbe amount of such assess-

; sessed. · · · enellt. to the lot or parcel so aa. 

ASSESSME'NT ROLL •. 

Sec. 143. The,assess . 
scription Of each tract. ole11~ roll shall contain a brief de­
or assessed, the n1Qne 

O 
· Plll'<lel of property taken, injured 

, as k~own . to the Counc~l n:nel! of the owners thereof, • as far 
the · amount of da.inag ' ' f if. Unknown shall so staie and 

, d es awarded sesse. , against each Parcel . , and benefits, if any, as-
roll aha.Use.ow both the t ta or property, The assessment 
taI benefits assessed, If S:.. 1 damages awarded and the to­
compensation . and da.ma~• If the whole aµiount of such 
costs of the proceediJJ . awarded, together with the 
the property subject to gs, Shall exceed the actual. benefit to 
on h assef!sme t th ·. ·. $Uc assessment rou · · . n , . e Council shall so state 
:uch excess. The council :id . Shall specify the amount of 
1011 the total amount incltill!U also note oil the assessment 
expense of the procee~ings. ln the .assessmei;t to cover the 

: i," 
~ . .,'t 

I' 

l !J 
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NOTICE OF COMPLETION OF ASSESSMENT ROLL. 

Sec. 144. When completed, the council a-hall cause to 
be given ten days' notice by one publication in the official pa­
per of the city to the effect that such assessment has been 
completed and that at a time and . place therein specified, it 
will hear objections thereto, and that all of such objections 
must 'be filed in writing with· tl1e City Clerk at least one 
day prior to the time so specified and that unless cause is 
shown to the contracy, the sam~ will ,be confirmed. 

· Said notice shall cbntaln a, copy of the assessment roll 
as completed. 

OBJECTION-HOW MADE. 

Sec. 145, All objections shall be in writing and filed 
with the City Clerk at least one day prior to the time speci­
fied in said notice. 

Provided, that said Counch may, in its discretion, allow 
any person in interest who 11as inadvertently omitted to file 
his objecl:ions, as aforesaid, to do so at the time fixed for 
the hearing of said objections named in said notice. 

ADJOURNMENT OF PROCEIDDliNGS. 

Sec. 146. Should the Council not be present at the time 
and place appointed, the proceedings may be adjourned by 
the City Clerk, to sueh other convenient time and place as 
may be deemed ,e:xpedient. · 

NEW NOTICE MAY BE GIVEN. ., 

Sec. 147. Nothing herein contained shall preclude, the 
Council from causing a new notice as aforesaid to be given 
specifying a time and place at which it will hear objection~ 
to said assessment in case the previous notice shall •be found 
imperfect, or in case of the absence of the Council, or for 
any other reason which shall be satisfactory to the council for 
so doing. ' · 

COUNCIL TO HAVli: POWER TO ADJOURN IDJ}AiRlNG 
AND REVISE ASSESSMENT. 

sec. 148. The Council shall have power to adjourn such 
hearing from • time to time and In Its discretion to revise 
and cori:ect the said assessment, and to confirm or set aside 
tlle same and proceed to make an assessment de novo. 



The n.seessment when confirmed, J:Jhall be corrected to 
conform t.o such c. onfirmation, and shall. be ""na· l d 
I i 1. .. . • • "' an con-

e us ve upon al persons interested therein and n t ' 
:ing therefrom. 1 · 0 appeal-

PRlOCEDURE AFTER CONFIRMATION OF ASSESSMENT. 

. Sec. 149. Whe~ said assessment is confirm• ed ·t t geth . 'th } ~., , 1 , 0-
er Wl . a 1. ""~id~vlts of publication and service of no-

tices connected therewith shall be entered into a ·book ke t 
f?r that ~urpose •by·the Oo1incil. A warrant for the coue!:.. 
!ion of said assesslllent shall Issue as, provide_d in Section 174 
m cases of other ass t · · • 
n t b . . . . oosmen s, except said assessment shall 

0 e payable in instalhnents. 

NOTICE OF :CONFIRMATION OF ASSESSMENTS. 

· Sec. if>O,. As soon as p/eti .bl . . . . 
of dama es . · . . . .a. ca, e, after an assessment 
cause a \·ie~n!o~;:~; !::been .con~rmed the Collncil shall 
confirmation to be . · .P~bhcation of the fact of such 
city. PUbhshed m the o:tficial paper • of th~ 

· .}UiJ,.ASSESSli-Iiif".N"T;" • "- ~ ·-;· · 

. Sec .. 15I. If the aafd . . , . 
the Council as atore11afd . assessment shall be set aside by 
Jurisdictional or othen~i · tir by the- C?urt, for any cause. 
novo, to make a new se, the . Council shall proceed de 
manner and give lil{ . assessment, and shall proceed in like 

"to the first .assessm:n:°~ce as herein required in relation 
have like rights and th nq an persons in interest shall 
duties and h'ave 11.k e said Council shall perform like 

· .· e powers · assells.ment as are. h , b •·. m relat.ion to any subsequent •. ere y ..iv . . . . , . 
assessment. Provided ih . "'' en· m relation. to the first 
damages or benefits a ' t. owev~r, that if the assessment of 
not .be appealed from 

8 0 
any varcel or parcels of land shall 

been paid, there shau'ii: :alrI assessment thereon shall l1ave 
as an assessment against :it~·assessment thereof. As often 
assessed for any loca} • · Y Piece or parcel of real estate 
shall be re-assessed ~n~:P;ovement is set aside, the same 
of benefits accruing from. td property has paid ,its share 

· t e Said improvement. 

APPEAL TO 

Sec, 152. 
THE DIS'l'RIC~ COURT. 

A.ny Perso.n interested in I any property taken 
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or damaged in these proceedings, may appeal tci the Dis­
trict ,Court of Watonwan County, from an award of dam­
ages or assessment of benefits, in the same manner as pro­
vided for by Section 174, and the sections following in this 
'Cl!arter. Thereupon the City Clerk shall forthwith trans­
mit to the Clerk of said Court a duly certified copy of an 
papers .a.nd records in his office pertaining to such pro­
ceedings, and. if more than· one appeal be taken, it shall 
not be necessary to transmit more than one copy. 

\ 

DIVISION 2. 

WHEJRE THERE 04,N BE NO ASSESSMENT FOR BENE­
FITS.. PROCIDDURE. 

Sec. 153. Vviteneve.r in the condemnation of any prop­
erty as set forth in .Section 132 of this C.harter, where 
there can be no assessment for benefits, all of the proceed­
ings required to be had under Division 1 of this chapter, 
shall be had under Division 2 hereof where there can be no 
assessment for benefits; except that the Council in the lat­
ter case shall in no event malce any assessment of bene­
fits. And all the provisions of said Division 1 of this Chap­
ter, shall so far as· applicable apply to and ·be in force here­
under in Division, 2 hereof, to condemn property where there 
can be no assessment for benefits. 

EFFECT OF AWA.RP. 

Sec. 154. Whenever an award of damages shall be 
made, oon:flrme'd and, not appealed from, in any proceedings 
for the taking of property under this Chapter, or whenever 
the ,Court shall render final judgment in any appeal from 
any such award or from the confirmation thereof, the 
rights of all parties shall be finally determined thereby, and 
the same shall constitute a lruwful and sufficient condemna­
tion and appropriation to the public use of the land, arti­
cle, franchise, property, right or thing of value, for which 
damages are so awarded, and every right, title and inter­
est therein and thereto, and every lien thereon shall be 
thereby divested and the city shall become vested with the 
title, ancf beco1ne the owner of the property taken and con­
demned abscrlutely for all purposes for which the. city may 
ever use the 13ame, except that as to land·s· and rights tali:en 
for streets, alleys, and highway purposes the city shall 
acquire only an as$cssment therein for such purpose.; but 
before entering upon possession of said land or property 
the city shall pay tho amount of such award with interest 
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thereon at the rate of six per cent per annum from the 
liatt1 of the. nua1 ,a.ward QI' confirmation thereof or judg­
ment of the 1Qourt. as the case may be, In case, there shall 
be any doubt ill.'l tl> wh.o is entitled to such compensation 
-0r ,damages, ()t :any part thereof,. 1\s may be awarded, or the 
,persaan tlSllla~ .. ~i>JO accept_ the_ ll~e, the amo~nt 
so awarded ;aJ:td in I!Ollbt or so refused shall be by the 
Connell :approprlated and .set apart in the city treasury for 
whosoe,rer shall establish his right thereto •by some judicial 
,roeeeding •.. Befor<? l)ll.~ent nf anY. such award the own 
-Of ~. l)l'Ol)erty or tlte cWmant of the award, 'Shalt furn1:: 
sat1sfattory ~v.fdence of .his .rf.l:ht to snch award; provided 
howevae,\ tlm.t • tbe :Con.ncil lllllY. '.Qy resolution at any time 
bef?r~ (!Ottfim:tatiQJl nf mcy award of damages made b •t 
.or m ~ of :aJl a:Pl)eal Wl.tl!ln twenty days after final d~e~: 
nunation the:eo:t', :aba11diln, :sneh proceedings and shall th 
nwn ;pay the ~ost theite!lf, . ere-

.I 

;\ I 

,· 
ti; I 

.; 
'i 

J 

-71-
sance; and the whole or any part of the expense of any such 
improvement may be subject to the provisions hereinafter con­
tained, defra:Yed by an assessment upon the real estate bene­
fited the1•eby, in proportion to such benefits, without regard to 
cash valuation, to be determined and lEl,vled in the manner 
hereinafter provided. ' 

COST PAID BY ASSESSMENTS. .EXCEPTIONS. 

.Sec. 157. '.!,'he cost ot any improvements mentioned in the 
foregoing section shall be defrayed, save as herein otherwise 
provided, by an assessment upon the· real estate benefited 
thereby to be levied in. the manner hereinafter prescribed; 
provided, that the constr-uction, re-construc~on or, mainte­
nance of cross walks., over public streets or alleys and side­
walks adjacent to public squares, public grounds and public 
parks, anrl the cost of improving or ·ornamenting public 
grounds, squares and parks, and the curbing, guttering, pav­
ing, repaving, macadamizing and grading of the space oc­
cupied ,by' street intersections and the intersections of ,the 
alleys with the street, shall be paid out of the appropriate 
fund or the general fund of the city. 

ASSESSMENT OF CORNER LOTS. 

Sec. 158, The Council may, in its descretion, where any 
lot fronting on two streets bas ,been.previously assessed, and tlle 
assessment paid, for laying any water or sewer pipe upon a 
street other than the one in which such proposed improve­
ment is to be extended, remit from the assessment of such 
corner lot such portion of such second ~ssessment not ex­
ceeding the amount of assessment for a frontage of fifty feet 
on such lot, as it may deem just qnder all the circumstances 
of the case 

.AMOUNTS ASSESSABLE AGAINST THE CITY, PUBLIC 
OR EXEMPT PROPERTY. 

Sec. 159, The amounts which would otherwise be assessed 
against property belonging to the city, publlc property or 
property exempt from assessment for local improvements 
shall be paid out of the approprJate fund or the general 
fund of the city. 
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SEWER A.ND WA,TER · PIPES MAY BE 
CONTRACT AiND ASSlliSSMENT, INCL,UDED IN 

Sec. 160,' The CotWQH may, when any contract i l 
impro~ing . any street, alley or: highway within th _s. et ~or: 
elude msucll contract, the laying of sewer or 'ate Cl~Y, m­
the cur.b line, and the CO$t of the s . . v er !>lpes to 
a · th· · · · ame may be assessed 
gamst e lots and parcels 'or land far which said 

water pipes are laid as part of tile ass t sewer or 
improvement. essmen for such, 

. 
PROCEDURE WHERE TW . 

.A~ THE SAME ;lME, 0 IMPROVEMENTS ARE MADE 

Sec, 1.61; If two or moreim 
eontract. the · · · provements are included in one 

, expense of each im"'r V' t · · 
avPortiohed and • . · · . l' 

0 emen shall be separately 
benefit d b . a~sessed upon the lots and :parcels of land 

e Y such improvements i 
:tits but such two · ' · .· · ' n :propor,tion to such bene-

, · ·· or more Improvements b 
on? assessment proceeding, may e included in 

Procedure For. M.akfng. . Assessments. 

APPLICATIONS AND .p . , · 
ETITIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS. 

Sec. 162. AU appli<iati · 
provem~nt authorized . . . . ons . or proposi,tlons fo1• any im-
made to or· emanat f m section 156 Of this chapter, shall be 
owners of the pro).le~ rof t?e ,c~uncil. If a majority of the 
shall petition there".~ a_ utting- on any vroposed inipr. ovement 

~o. m Writ' th . . 
· :Plan. s and. specificatf. f mg, . e Councll shall cause 

ons or such i . 
filed in tne office of the Clt · mprovement to be miide and 

. and specifications a . Y Clerk and shall, when such :plans 
I 

1e so filed • . . 
Il ace when and , .. h . · • give notice of the time and 

" ere the Cou ·1 . sons for and against . h . nc1 will meet and hear rea-
publlshed at least on su; improvement, which notice sha.Ii be 
lication shal.l be at· 1c:e tn th8 official paper, and the last p1.tb-

. eas ten, tl · . 
meeting. Said notice sh 

11 
, ars prior to the time of euch 

iml)rovement and th.... a contain a ,brief description of the 
h e several t . t t ereby. Provided that th iac s of land to be affected 

all its members ~ay ith e ·Council by a four-fifths vote ot 
judgment public nece~s;y r:ut petition, in cases where in its· 
cations for such imvrov. quires it, cause plans and specifl­
flce of the City Clerk a e:en(; to be made and 'filed in the of­
in case of a petition' 

0
; sha1l give like notice as is re/juired 

abutting on such lmp · a majority of the propertv. ownel's 
rovement. . 
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HEARING. 

Sec. 168. If upon suiih hearing the •Council believe said 
improvement neces11ary and proper, they shall order the im- · 
provement made !l.nd assess the cost,thereof on property bene­
fited thereby, provided, that the Council may order a pi'opor-
1.ion of the cost of said improvement paid out of the appropl'i­
ate fund, or the ,general fund. 

COUNCIL TO LET CONTR;};C'l' AND MAKE ASSESSMENT, 

,Sec. 164. When the Council shall determine to make any 
improvement .described in section 156 of this charter, it shall 
cause an estimate of tlircost~of such improvement to be made 
by the City Engineer, After said estimatefs made, the Council 
shall proceed at once to assess the estimated cost thereof, 
except that portfon to be paid out of the appropriate fund or· 
general fund, on the property to be benefited thereby, in pro­
portion, to the benefits resulting thereto, but in no case ill 
excess of such benefits .. In making such assessment roll tM 
Council shall describe each parcel of property assessed, and 
shall state the amount assessed against the same, ,,and state·. 
the name of the owner thereof, so far as !mown to the 
Councll. No mistake in, or omission of such owne1"s name 

• shall in anywise a!'feut such assessment, 
If the work is completed before any assessment is made, 

or if the amount so assessed shall be insufficient to complete 
the work, the council after the completion of said work, may 
make a final assessment in the same manner to pay the same. 

Any assessment paid on account of any improvements or­
dei•e1, to be done. by ,c.ontract, before the contract thereof is 
let, ;.;.hall be kept in the permanent improvement revolving tund 
for such improvement. 

ASSESSMIDNT-S AGAINST RAILWAYS OR STREET 
RAILWAYS. 

Sec, 165. When in any case any portion of the cost of 
making any Improvement mentioned in section 15/i shall hv 
virtue Of any valid law, ordinance or <iontraict, be chargeabl~ · 
to any railway' or street railway company the amount so 
chargeable may be assessed against such railway <iompany, 
and the remainder only upon the real estate benefited there• 
by; an~ the clty may collect the amount so assessed agains.t 
said railway company ,by distress and .sale of personal. l)rop­
erty, in the manner provided by the general laws ,of this 
st~te in case of taxes levied upon personal property, or by 
smt brought to enforce the collection of· said assessment as 



an tru!ecr,:/i~; ;;rmiMee, ma au7 reai estete ~longing ro 
na{d. ,'aiiw:t:F emurran~· fltt.i snb,ioot tol a.rr~essment a:mi deemed 
a.l"netft~ tp sa.td im~~ Shall. he as:,;essed as i:n otll+,::,1• 
C'aSeSa 

;flee 166. Ikfur:;c p:rir~ng t<l make an asses«4Ule.nt for­
any imuto'M:'lent llll'.ntianM fn seetwn la'.iJ~ tile Council shall 
gt1e ten d:E!i'.S' mltf;,:i:;. !iy rare- i;ll!blimi.tfon in: the tlffiefal par,er 
'1.f r.he· time tm'd 11Iaca w!Im intd where rt wUI attend fur the 
.!ll.l1/'f"15e of makitrg. :,:flcii t.aa~ent, fn:. wruch n:o.tme it shaif 
sIJeclf;;r wmi;t such ~l!l'lleit if!.' m Ire fur'~ rum the' amount to 
t,3- t.>S-teir,nitt. '!'ue «..ooncti sW aJ.m · give · at £east four- da;ys• 
~otfce- to tha saniec ~- tft- lill pronert,v o.w:mtra interested or 
I,iersott flt !1011'5€'1!5.fon: a?' tner~nm. re.sfdfug in the ctfy, if 
Imo:wn to s:.id rfounc-tJ~ The· nmfca r~ea ny tIIis s:ection: 
may ~ matte- or ~ilfnott il1 llie Posmi?iee a. :uostaI mird: or 
fotte:-' a:Mr~a-aic to: ~ ~fy owner to lie- al!Sessml,. ere 
llis: agent retdurg fu'. tlre' <:fm 01" tq, P'etam1 in: I!OSEes-Sim:t, at 
Ie:tst fu'dr d.l.Yt'~ Jjtfoll' i:iJ. t!'u,- !JUtkittg Of au. 0:SS:eS!WE.nt,, llp.on 

~Wen carU. f1r rettifr slra.U fle either nnnted. or Written :mu­
,,tanuaity the m.1tl<:e aoo.'\re; ~ed, nut failure- tn give s11en 
~-l'sunal irttlei,• anall u; ll<i \Yfs-e- am:ct the vana>ty of sa:at 
asses:smei:t Qr' ;;t. a~ ut' t~ -t!eamgs. ~· 

I·U?APw-'NG. mmroaa M~UUNG !SSE'SS~"T: 

S'e1:. 1tn'. .-m n:e~ ilite'a;t..;d' fu. lllfjT sncli: asae.ssment 
srmtI ha.ve ilirt tight to. te- P?ermt and lie nei:ra, either m 
pef/.rott m- t;v eaun;;:~. and tlie.- Cannctr may receive ruzy legal 
~.'li'Fdt>ne~ and ma.y adjourn ths heru:mg. if necessary. from 
tirt!~ to time,, an:d pT~ ta pia:1;1:. 

SOT!CZ OF HfilAR~G. 0~0!\i-S. ~G ASSESS­l'ffi'lNT. 

See. 16'8', W'uett the C:oum;;1 sfu1U Jta::ve emnp!eted sncn 
U/3Sessrtte!lt, it slraU cause Ifke. mitfce ta he given of the tinre­
alld. pla:ce: at Which. it wnr hem,, ob:tectm:ns and far the- cott­
ifrma.tion. of such as~smenta, as Iten!irroefore, requfred in 
relation fu a:Ets·e-ssments< !hr the 1?mlaemnatron of rear estate, 
amt ~Jeetiona Shaff oa macte m llke- manner and i:rrufer the, 
same regn!ations mtd e-.anditio.ni; lllld a:l!. Parties in: mtere,t 
shall have- llke rfgnt;;, attd tlie c-ullm::il shall perform like 
duties mid ha.'~ like. uo:wem m reiattott fa Strch assessments. 

;J 
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to assessments for the con­as are herein given in relation 
demnation of real estate. 

ASSESSMENT FINAL AND CONCLUSIVE, 

. ent is confirmed, it shall 
Sec. 169. When said assessm t· not appe~ling there-

be final and concluah·e. upon all par Jes . 
from. 

NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION. 

assessment of benefits has finally 
Sec. 170. When any ii ·t slmll forthwith cause a 

been confirmed by th(, Conn: ' I flrmation to be published 
brief notice of the fact of sue con 
once in the official paper, 

MENTS PARAMOUNT LIEN. ASSESS i · 

t levied under the provisions of 171 All assessn1en s . . h 
Sec. , . ilen on the real estate upon which t e 

this Charter shall be a from the date of the eonflrmation of 
:;1ame may be lmposed~f equal rank with the lien of the state 
such assessm.ent, an: iieen or may be levielupon said prop­
for taxes which ha: ral laws of . the state; and the general 
erty under the ge ~ior!ty of tax liens shall apply equally to 
rules or law as to P . . . J:lnts and to such liens for general 
the liens of such ,assessm d effect as though all of the liens 'th the same force an . 
taxes, w1. . f the taxes and assessments aforesaid were 
aforesaid and all o I haracter and imposed for the same e genera c . 
of the sam . . authority without regard to pnor-d by the same 
purpose an . ttaehing of either of said liens, and a sale 
ity of time of the a d r either shall not bar or extin·guish or perfecting title .un e 
tlie other. 

SHALL KEEP RECORD OF ALL ASS
1

ESS­CITY CLERK 
MENTS. 

The City Clerk shall keep in his office, in 
Sec. 

1?2
·d for that purpose, a correct record of all as-

books provide d by the Council. the said books to be e ts confirme • .. 
sessm n ' d ~nd headed .so as to eontain at all times a 
properly rule 1 tion and history of each assessment on 
substanti!Jl descr P 1 of ground whether payable in install­
each .lot a

nd 
pla:;:er provided,

1 

and whether paid to the city ts• as here n . · . . 
men • . "urer or whether relllJaimng -unpaid . . or county treas 



ASSESSMENTS PAYABLE IN INSTALLMENTS. 

Sec. 173. When such assessment. is fully- completed d 
has been confirmed and established, the COllll<lil shall b a,n 
olution. in writing,. provide the m~nner in which ·sue~ r::: 
sessment shall · M paid. , · 

THE .COUNCIL MAY BY SUCH RESOLUTION PIWVIDE: 

(1,) That such ass.essntent shall be paid withln thirty 
days from the. date of the notice provided by section 1'10. 

(2,) That sucll assessm. ent may be ~td 1·n ne id . . .· 1.m, any man~ 
r. its prov ed by the Statutes of the . State of Minnesota 

as Jn such case made and provided; -
(S.) That the owi\er, or any person interested in ,an 

lot or par~el so assessed ill,lld described in. such assessmeJ 
~ay at his election ,and . written request pay the same in 
s x. . annual installments. If paid in installments, each of 
:::: instalim~mts shall bear lnterei,t at a 'rate to be deter-

ed by said resolution, not ~x.ceeding six per cent per 
a~:um, from the expiration of thitty days after the. publi­
cawn of the.notice prov:lded ln Section 177 of this Charter. 

. WARRAN1:}'9R: AS$E$SMliJN'r •. 

Sec, 174. When any s . cl l , . . 
:tl1;med and e t b)i . pe a . assess:ment l3hall be con-
Jt shall be. t~: d::ed ·by the Council as herein provided for, 
for the collect' Y of the()ity ·Cle;r;k to issue a warrant 
of the city ant~r th:reof, which shall . be under the seal 
sl1all .contain a Pi:e! 1:. th~ Mayor. and City Clerk, and 
roll as confirmed r written . copy of the assessment 
eE1tate and the , or so muc)l thereof as describes the real 

amount of the as t • 
Wt1-rrant shall also• includ . . . sessmen .. m each case, Said 
•by the Council as . . e a. copy of the resolution passed 

provided ln Section 173 of this Charter. 

WAlit-RANT DELIVERE .. · D TO CITY TREASURER. 
Sec. 175. All warrants . 

special assessment by the isaued for the collection of any 
delivered by the City Oler~ty as herein authorized, shall be 
as practicable afte· r th. to the City Treasurer as. soon 

e said · and established. The Cit . assessment l1as. been confirmed 
a receipt for such w Y Clerk· shall in each instance take 

arrant and Place the same on file. 

TREASURER TO ORDER 'NOTICE ON ,WARRANTr 

Sec. 176. Upon the receipt of any ~arrant for th~ col-
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lection of any spe.cial assesS)Ilents, the ,City Treasurer sha1l 
forthwith give notice. by one publication in the official 
newspaper that such warrant is in his hands for collection, 
briefly describing its nature, the improvement for' which 
the assessment was made, and the territory empraced in 
such assessment. Such~ notice shall require all persons in-

.-- terested to make payments within thirty days from the 
date of such notice. If said. assessment is payable in in­
stallments, such notice shall state the manner in which such 
installments are payable. If payable in the manner pro­
vided in Section 1'73, said notice shall ,also state that the 
owner

1 
or any person interested in any lot or parcel of 

land so assessed and descril:ied in such assessm.ent, may at 
his election and written request, pay the assessment in fliX 

annual installments. 

NOTICE OF ELElCTION BY PROPERTY. OWNER$. 

Sec. !77. If said assessment is payable in installments 
in the manner provided by Section 173 · any person desiring 
to pay such assessment in installments, as a condition pre­
cedent to the exercise . of such right shall, within thirty 
days after the publication of the notice provided for in the 
preceding. section and before such assessment becomes de­
linquent, make and file with the City Treasurer in . duplicate, 
written notice of his election to pay such assessment in 
'annual installments, recognize :tnd assent to the regularity 
of said assessment, and the i;ame time, pay the first in­
stallment then due and payable; upon failure, to file such 
notice and pay such first installment, the whole of such as­
sessml')nt shall be due and payable the same as though no 
f'Xtension of time for payment had. been provided for. 

Upon the filing of such notice by any person interested, 
the .City Treasurer shall divide the said assessment into ' 
proper installments, and make record of the same and trari.s­
mit one of such duplicate notices to the City Clerk, who 
shall note such fact in his record· book of assessments. 

The Council may at any time after an assessment be­
comes delinquent and before the same is certified to the 
County Auditor, upon the written application of the owner, 
and llPOn such terms as may be e<1uitable, waive, the neglect 
to do .SQ elect within the proper time, and permit any as­
sessment which .haf.'l become delinquent to be paid In install­
ments as hereinbefore _provided. 

ELECTION-WAIVER OF DEFECTS. 

Sec. 178. Any person making an election to pay in in-
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staJlments '. as. provJded in Seqtion 173, his heiI'S 
representatives or grantees, of any lot or . P •

1 
personal 

. · . . arce of land 
as to which an extension has·. peen granted, shall ibe . . 
],ave recognized and assented to the validity d held to 
of said asses5ll1ent, and of all proceedings :d regularity 
prlor to the granting of said application, ·-and shall ~1;:;eon, 
f~rever be stopped !rqm denylng the validit . . . . eby 
sessment or the amount thereof. Y of said as~ 

lNSTALLMEN'I'S. i 1\'Hli>N DUE. 

Sec. 179, The time for the · 
interest, and for the enforceme!:}::1?:: of :Installments anct 
property, affected . by the assessment e sp.me against the 
that the several amounts shall b . • • sl).a]J be extended so 

The first lnsbalhnent with. . ecome payable. as follows: 
Ucation o.f the Clty Tr . . .. in thirty days after. the pub-
176 of thls Charter. ensurer's. notice provJded Jn Section 

The second installment to th .. 
and o:n all future in~t II . t ge er with interest on same 
ceeding year. a men $ on October 1st, of the sue~ 

The. third installment t . 
and on all future lnstallmen~gether with interest . on :same 
lowing year; etc, s on 10ctober 1st, of the tol-

E·ach in'i!talfmenf'togethPJ.•· .· 
e.xiceptfng the flrst .sh II be . . . With interes.·t·. as a. foreaaid· 
f th . a due, and bl 0 e City Treasurer · paya e at the office ~ 

wh.en pa:yabre. on the first of October of the yea!' 

.R~TUR,N . ·OF CITY TRJD.As 
QUENT ASSESSMENTS~RER TO CLER!{ OF D1i1LIN-

Sec. 180, If the asseaa 
~essment warrant made to~llt charged in any special as­
Jnstallment thereof, shall no any l~provement, or the first 
er the publication of said t be paid within thii-ty days aft 
the owner or Person inte/otlce by the City Treasurer, an; 
:essed .has ~egJected to m:,ted in the lot or parcel so as­
c~d make tne first llaYIUente .and .Ille the notice of' election 
ce/ Treasurer shall return as, provided by Section 17.3, the 
in tiffed, of, the assessment to _the iCity Clerk, a list, duly 

g in such lfst the desc • a which stfll remain unpaid glv 
eels on wbl h th !,Jlllon of th . . , -
name · 0 e assessmen e sevel·al Jots and par-
seYer:1 or the respective own~ have not been paid, wlth the 

amounts assessed th rs thereof, ff known and the 
· erefor, ' 

,1 
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CITY ,CLERK TO TRANSMlT LIST TO COUNTY AUDITOR. 

Sec. 181. The City •Clerlt sball on or before the fir1:1t 
clay of November, following, cause: a 1:1tat81Illent of the amount 
of said delinquent assessments, eXl(lept assessments that ha.ve 
been appealed to the District Court as hereinafter provided, 
with six per cent annual· interest thereon computed from 
the time said assessments ,became delinqll!ent to the, first 
day of October, -Of the year next following the making ot 
said assessments, added thereto, with a description of the 
several lots and parcels of land on which the same are 
made, and the names of the respective owners thereof, if 
known, to· J,e certified to the Auditor of Watonwan Comity. 
It shall be the duty of the said Auditor to enter the several 
amounts of said unpaid · assessments and interest as afore- . · 
said upon the tax duplicate of the County, at the1 time said 
d:uplicates are made up, and the same for such year endlng 
November first, shall be cariied: to the tax becoming due or 
payable iii January of the following year, and enforced and 
collected in the,manner provided for the enforcement and 
collection of state and county taxes: under and in accordance 
with the provisions of .the general laws of the State.· Such 
assessments when cc»llected shall be paid over by the Coun-
tv Treasurer to the City Treasurer, 
· The same penalties and interest shall attach and be 

collected by the · County Treasurer on ,assessments as upon 
,general taxes, which ])enatUea a11cl i11terest shall belong to 
the city and be turned over by said Treasurer to the City . 
Treasurer with the assessments. 

INSTALLMENTS NOT PAID WHEN DUE. 

Sec. lSZ. If any installment and interest is not paicl 
when due on the first day ot October of each year, together 
with interest to that time on all future installments of the 
same assessment, the City Treasure); shall add a penalty 
of five p~r cent to the total amount thus delinquent and 
certify the same to the -City Clerk, as a special tax on said 
property, The ,city Clerk shall thereupon certify the "same 
to the Audi.tor of Watonwan County, in thee same manner 
at the same time as in case of other delinquent assessments. 
The county Auditor upon receipt thereof, shall enter and 
carry out the. same upon the proper tax duplicates of the 
county in the same manner as in other cases of unpaid as­
sessments, certified to him under the provisions of this 
Charter, and the same shall thereupon be collected and pay­
ment thereof enforced the same as other taxes on real es­
tate :are collected and enforced and when collected, together 
with any penalties and interest. on same, be paid over to 
the City Treasurer. 
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INSTALLMENTS MAY .Blil 

Seo. 183 An . ' ' PAID BlllFORE DUE·. 
rigalnst whi~ Y Person or Persons inte . 
such .assessm!n:~a:s$e<ssment_ has. been . ;::::: in any land 
or lIIOre of the . t~een d1.V1ded into install ' may, after 
Upon the P!iYm, ms 1ment.<J at 'any tim . ments, Pay one 
1nt~rest w1iieh·~t of thirty_ days interest : befo:~ maturity 

. . as been all'eady ,. · 1n addition to th . «ccrued. . e 

INSTALLMENTS PARAM 
DUNT LIEN 

. Sec, 184. Ev . . . . . 
Which has. been e:~ Installment, the time of 
be ,a parRllJiount li .n~ed, shall constitute- payment of 
lots . or parcels of en m favor of the cit • and continue to 
ed, for the amo Zand as to Which . said Ji . and against the 
the same is fuU;nP ~~ extended for each ~!en~ion is gmnt-

. ai.., or parcel untll 

IN~ORMALITJEs,. 

Sec. 186. ,No . . . . 
-valid by reas asseasment Shan b -
to. the entfy ;: of any- infotroality 1: ,:t aside or held in­
onw.an County ereof on the tax list b e Proceedings Prior 
pear that b" • as herein'befote r"""''i Ydt~tfuditor of Wat 
t 

.,. reaS1;>n Of ·. -~u re tULl6$S ·t -
s antial inlu • . liUclt inform· ' 1 shall ap-
ing to be ;rJ hi@ been <lo@ to th aIJty, or il'reguiarity sub- • 

ggr eved, _e person or perso . · ns cl:aun-

NEW ':ASSWSSMEN1> . 
• WI-:l]JN 

Sec · ·1 . • 186, If tol' .. 
c1 or any of . any cause the . . 
wh"ther its Officers b . proceedings of th 0 

0 
.V such, def t • . e found j . . · e oun-

. ouncil tnay makeec s are JUrisdictionrrt5rniar or defectiYe, 
U1Jon ,all real est . a new llssessmen a or otl1er,vise, the ., 
been ·lllade i . ate beneflted t as often as neeci b 
b or said im. on Which . e, 

enefits assessed h l>l'OVCJJ'i.ent until th no payment lias 
benefited by su~h _ave_ been· realized f. e full amount of all 

improv~lnent. . I om the real estate 

POWER TO Pun, ME . . . ,110ff.ME . 
. N'P OF LIENS " PROPERTY OR . 

Sec . . TAKE ASSIGN-
. 187. In ord . • 

specfaI assessments er to lll'otect . 
11ave P9wer t • the Ooun· the hen of the c·t 

0 PUrch en shall . 1 Y on 
sale or take . ase an;y lot , whenever neces 
which the citya~ as$igrunent of or J.)u.rcel of land at an:~ry, 
. as a Ilen for sp::1 lien on same again:~ 

assessment and • may 

-------,.,-._ ... ___ -"-"", 

.. 
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sell anclc assign any such lien held by the said city, and oth­
erwise take such action a..:; will protect the interests of the 
clty. . 

COUNCIL MAY ISSUE WAIRRANTS. 

Sec, 188. ',l'he Council is hereby authorized in antici­
pation of the levy, and c~llection of such aBsessment, whe­
ther divided into installments or not, to issue warrants on 
the permanent iJnprovement revolving fund, payable at such 
times, and in such runount!! as in the judgment of the Coun­
cil the said assessments. ,will, provide · for, which warrants 
shall bear interest at• a rate not exceeding six per cent per 
annum, p~yable annually,. on the :fifth day of October, and 
may nave coupons att: ,·h'ed representing each year's in­
terest. Such warrants shall be non-assessable [1.nd shall 
state upon their face for· what purpose they are issued, and 
that they are pay11,ble out, of the permanent improvement 
revolving fund, and i,hall be signed by the Mayor and 
counter-signed by the City Clerlr under the seal of the 
City, and be in denominations of not more than one thou­
sand dollars each. s.uch . warrants may be used in making 
payments· on cc)lltracte for making the improvem®ts for 
which the assessments are made, ot may be .sold foi' cash, 
at not less th:irf!·par value- t11ereof, and the proceecls thereat 
credited to the permanent improvement revolving fund, and 
used for paying for the said imptovem;ent. It shall be the 
duty of the City Treasurer to endorse on each warrant is­
suecl as aforel:laid, on presentation to him, the Postoffice 
address of i;he owner, and in case o( aasignment of any such 
warrant, the holde,r shall present the same· to the· City 
Treasurer for endors'eonent of. the Postqffi~ address ~f such 
assignee. Th€< City Treasurer shall keep a proper record 
of the Postoffice addresses of the hold'ers of all warrants 
issuecl as aforesaid. Jt shall be tlle duty of the City, 'l'reas­
urer to pay such warrants and interest coupons aS' they 
mature and are presented for payment, out of· the fund on 
which they are drawn and to cancel the sam'e · when paid. 
Any indebtedness • created by the issuance of any such 
warrants, shall not be demned a part of the total indebt­
edness of the city, which the city Js hereinbefore forbid­
clen to incur to exceed five percent of the total value' of . 
the taxable property in such city according to the last 
preceding assessment for city purposes. 

Every' warrant as aforesaid shall contain the following 
proviso: 

"The City of1 St. James reserves the right to pay this 
warrant and accrued interest at any time upon giving the 
holder thereof thirty days' notice." 
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Whenever there are funds in the permanent improve­
ment revohing fund that may be properly applied to the 
payment of any such outstanding warrant, it shall be the 
duty of the City Treasttter to notify the holder of such war­
rll,Ilt that there is money in the city treasury for the pay­
ment of the l!lltne. ,said notice may be given by mail ad~ 
dressed to the last known Postoffice address of the owner 
of said •warranty,· arid It such address is · unknown, such no­
tice shall be addressed to such person at St. James, Min­
nesota. Proof Qf such mailing shall be made by the affi­
davit. of the ,person mailing the same, an.d shall state the 
time and manner of mailing anct how eac,h notice was ad­
dressed, and such affidavit shall be tlled and preserved in 
the office .of the City Treasurer, Said waJTant shall draw 
n.o interest after t11lrty days from the mailing ~f said no .. 
tice. 

APPEAL '1'0 THE.mSTIUOT COURT. 

Sec, 189. Any person interested: in any ~roperty assess­
ed under this charter, for.· benefits resulting· from any im­
provement may appeal from such !l,Ssessment to the Dis­

. trict Court of Watonwan County, within thirty days after 
the publication of the .notice provided for in Sections 166, 
168, 170 and 1'Z6. of thig Chatter.. 2 

APPEAL, HOW MADE, PROCEDURE ON APPEAL. 

Sec. 190. Said appeal shall be made by filing a writ­
te)1 notice With. the City Clerk, st.'Lting that a'pJlellant ap­
peals to the ,said District Court fl"Om said asa,essment and 
containing a description of the property of said appellant 
so assessed and the<objectlon of said appellant to .such as­
sessment, and by filing with the Clerk of the said court 
within. ten days ther.ea,fter, a copy of said notice of appeal. 

,. To render an appeal effectual for, aPY purpose, a bond shall 
be executed ·by th'!)' appellant to the city, .conditioned that 
appellant shall pay all costs. and• charges whlch may be 
;i,warded ~ainst him on the appeal, not exceeding the pen­
alty or the- bond which shall be in the slim of Two Hundred 
Dollars. Said bond shall be approved by the Mayor of the 
city and filed in the ofl'lce of the Clerk of ·the District Coui't. 
In case or an ap11eal, it shall be the duty of the City Clerk 
forthwith to pre:Pare and d · .. eliver to the appellant a copy 
or :he assesSm.ent roll aa confirmed· it shall be necessar~ 
!; mpcl~~e int tsaltdhcon only those p~es of said roll which 

e e nen o e property i 1 d 1 hi If copy shall ithi . nvo ve in· such appea , w c . 
w n fifteen days after taking of such appeal 

ll 

' j} ~ 
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be filed by the appellant in the office of the Clerlt of sa,,id 
Court. The Distrlct Court may for good cause shown, grant 
furthe.r time for filing such certified copy, or may, when 
necessary require a further return to be made. The cause ' 
sha11 be entered by · the Clerk in the name of the person 
taking such .appea1 against the City as an "Appeal from. As­
sessmrints," and may be brought on for ,hearing by either 
party and Rhall .have the preference in order of trial over 
all civil cases pending in said court. 

PROCEDURE 1N Dl~TR1CT COURT ON APPEAL. 

Sec. 191, Such appeal shall be tried by the court with­
out a jury, except that in condemnation proceedings either 
party may demand a jury trial, at a general or special 
term without pleadings· other than as above stated; Up­
on s~ch trial appellant can make no other objections. to said 
assessment than those stated in his notice of appeal, but 
the court, may, In its di11cretion permit such notic~ to be 
amended in this re':':lpect at any time, The court shall hear 
::,uch comJPetent evidence as may be offered by either par­
ty, and may revise; correct, amend, increase, reduce or con-: 
firm the assessment appealed from, or may order a n.ew 
asseRs~ent to be made .as to the property concerning which 
such appeal is taken, and in that event shall direct the 
Council how to ntake su,oh new assessment so as to a.void 
the errors comrplained of. 

The court shall not .dismiss the appeal. nor confirm ~r 
annul the assessment on the ground, that only a portion 
of the assessntmt roll has been returned, but either party 
may Introduce the whole ,of said roll in evid'ence, and the 
same shall in all cases, whether on said appeal or other­
wise, ,and in all courts, be prlma facle evidence of the val­
idity of all proceedings up to and including the confirma­
tion of the assessment. 

Disbursements and costs, except statµtory costs, may 
Jn the discretion of the cotirt, be allowed on appeal as in 
other civil cases, b11t any judgment entered therefor against 
the city shall be, paid out of the general fun:d. From the 
determination of said appeal by the District Court, either 
party may appeal to the Supreme Court of the State. 

COPY OF ORDER SENT TO THE CITY TREASURER.­

PROCEEDINGS, 

sec. 192. It shall be the duty of the Clerk, of the Dis­
trict court within twenty days after such order is flle<l by 
the Court, to make a copy of the orde11 made by the Court , 
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in said _proceedings and deliver the same to the City Treas­
urer. Unless . the Cou1-t orders a. new assessment, the City 
•rreasurer shall certify the assessments mentioned in said 
order of the District Court to the ·City Clerk in the same 
manner as other delinquent assessments are certified. And 
it the Court orders-a ne-w assessment, the City Treasurer 
on receipt of the COPY of the order from the Clerk of the 
District Court as aforesaid shall immediately transmit the 
same to the .Qity Clerk, and the Council shall thereuJJon 
proceed to make a new assessment. 

RE-ASSESSMENT, 

Ser,. 193. If said assessment shall be set aside by the 
Court fqr any caui;e, jurisdictional or otherwise the Coun­
cil shall· proceed de Mvo, to malce a new ass~ssment and 
i~ shall proceed in like manner and give like notice, as 
herein required, 'in relaUon to the first assessment and all 
JJersons in interest shall have like rights and the said 
Council shall proceed In any subsequent assessment, as in 
case of the first · assesf)ment. 

Provided, that If the assessment of benefits to any 
tract of land shall not .be appealed from or shall not have 
been set aside by. the CoUrt,. ihe Council, in any subse~ 
quent a.ssessm,ent or re-assessment may omit the tract of 
land as to which tile. first assessmoo.t sllall not have been 
set aside 01· appealed fri;>m, or on which safd asaessment 
.;hall have been paid; and as often as an assessment or re­
assessment against a.tY traqt of real estate assessed for 
any local in1p1·ovement is set aside the same shali be 1·e­
assessed ·until Said property ~hall h;ve paid its proper share, 
of benefits accruing from the said improvement. 

COLLECTION OF ASSESSM. r.,N·;rs LEVI"'• D "' ,,. BEFORE 'J.'HlS 
• •CHARTER GOES INTO ·EFFECT. 

·, Sec. · 194. All, assess ts 
the time this Char men 1nade by the city prior to 
and the lien ti! .. ier goea lnt<> effect, shall be collected 
der the same ;::~ i 01forced in the same manne1· and un­
collected under a : 01

~
8 of law that they would have been 

had not been ado;te:~en thereof enforced if this Chnrtet' 

I 

t 
i 
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DIVISION 3. 

Making of Improvements. 

Sidewalks, Street Sprinkling. 

PROVISION.S OF C~APTER 10. 

Sec. ,195. Except . as herein otherwise prdvided tlte 
provisions of Chapter 10 shall apply to contracts mentioned 
in this cbapte:r in like manner as to other contracts of the 
city; 

PL.A.:t:l'S, PROFILES AND SPECIFlCA.TIONS TO BE MADE'. 

Sec. 196, Whenever any publie improvement shall be 
ordered made for which an assessment is to be made a$ 
aforesaid, the' Council shall cause a plan or profile of the 
worlt' proJJosed, together with specifications for the doing 
of the same to be p1•eJJared by the City Engineer which shall 
be deposited with the City Clerk and kept at all times open 
for public inspection. The Council shall, after m1!ldng and 
filing of said: plans, profiles and sJ)ecifications, cause pro­
posal!\ for doing· such work to be advertised for in the of­
ficial paper of t,he ·city. 

BIDS. 
Sec. 197. The bids for doing such work shall be 'di• 

rected to the Council and shall be sealed in such manner 
that they cannot be opened without detection. 

BIDS TO BE OPENED. 

sec. 198. Said bids shall be publicly opened by said 
council at tl1e.t1nle specified in the notice. inviting proposals. 

BIDS TO BE LET TO LOWEST BIDDER. 

sec .. 199,, All contracts shall be awarded to the lowest 
reliable and responsible bidder complying with the fore­
going requirements. Provided howeve1·, that the Council 
may reject any bids which_ it shall deem unreasonable, or 
unreliable, and the Council in determining the reliv,bility 
of a bid, may consider the question of. the responsibility ot 
the bidder, and his ability to perform his contract without 
any reference to the responsibility of the sureties on his 
bond; provided, tllat in case the Council shall deem all 
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such bids llllreasonable, it may re-advertise for proposals; 
provided further that the Council may reject ,'all bids for 
contract. work made by any person or persons who shall 
J1ave defaulted in .any contrai;:t a.warned by the city, .except 
as .to time, Qr whC> shall have refused :to enter into a con­
tract after the same ahali have been awarded to him or 
them. 

RIGHT TO SUSPEND WORK. 

,Sec. 200. The right shaU be reserved in said contract, 
to the City Engineer, with the . consent of the Council, in 
case of improper construction, to suspend the WOTk at any 
time, or to order the entire re:..construcUon of the same it 
improperly done. ' 

ES'.DIMATE. 

Sec. 201. In tb.e course of the proper performance of 
the contract, the .Council may ~rom · tlnie to · tmie not oftener 
than once a month, as the worlt progres$es, allow to the 
contractor estimates. of the -amount already earned, less fif­
te.en per cent thereof, which·. · ~en ordered paid by the 

,Council · shall efitit1e · ·.said eonr.t'actor"to · 1·eceive · the- amo1m.t 
so allowed out of the money !J.pplicable to · the. payment of 
such work. When the work has been completed by the 
contractor to the satiiifaotion of the. Council. and the City 
Engineer,· the balance due may i>e< audited . and allowed by 
the council. 

CITY COUNCIL TQ COMPLETE . WORK. 

· Sec. 202, If, in the opinion of tbe Council, any work 
under contract does- not progress each month so as to in­
sure its com_pletlon within t_he time 'named in the contract, 
the •Council and City E'ngineer shall have power to furnish 
and use men and material to complete the· work and charge 
th!l expense thereof to the contractor, and tne srune shall 
be deduoted from any moneys due or to bec6me due · such 
contractor. or may be collected fl"oni. him or the sureties 
on his bond in a suit by the city. 

PROPERTY OWNERS MAY CONSTRUCT STREE'J.'S. 

i Sec. 203. Property owners shall be all<;>wed to con­
struct streets and · public improvements upon or through 

.. 
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their o~n property at their own expense in such cases and 
upon such terms and regulations as the Council may pre­
scribe by resolution. 

-Sidewalks. 

PLANS AND SPECIF:LCATIONS. 

Sec. 204. The Council shall by resolution adopt and 
cause to be filed for inspection in the office of the City 
Clerk general plans and specifications to apply to and gov­
ern the bullding, relaYing and. repairing of all · sidewalks 
in th.e city, 

From time to time in ,each year, the Council shall cause 
invitations for bids to be published in the official paper in 
the same mannor and for the same length of time as is re­
quired in the case of other public improvements, for build­
ing, laying and repairing all sidewalks that may be ordered 
by the Collllcil. The .bids therefor shall be received ancl 
opened, contract let, and bond given in the same manner 
as provided in this chapter for other public improvements . ., 

GRANT OF POWERS. DUTIES OF OWNERS. 

Sec. 205. The :council ~ball have the right to cause to 
be consfructed, . sideWa.lks, . along any of the ,public streets 
and highways of the city that it may deem necessary, and 
cause ilie samtet to be relaid, repaired or removed when nec­
essary, and it is. hereby made the d}ltY of all -0-wners of land 
adjoining any street or highway to construct, relay or re­
pair• or reJJ].ove such .sidewalk along the side of the street 
or highway next to the land of such owiiers respectively 1as 
may be ordered by the !Council and according to the pIJns 
and specifications adopted therefor. 

HOW ORDERED; 

Sec, 206. Whenever the ·Council shall deem it neces­
sary that any sidewallrs• in the city shall be bunt or relaid, 
it, shall by resolution, direct such bqilding or relaying, ac­
cording to the plans and specifications adopted therefor. 

The publicatioxi of such resolutions once in the official 
paper shall be sufficient notice to the owners of the land 
along which said sidewalf is to be built to construct the 
same, and unless such owners shall each, along his respec­
tive land construct and fully complete such sidewalk within 
thirty days• after the publication of .such resolution, the 

i. 
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the Council ,shall forthwith proceed to build or relay the 
same by contract al! l:,ereinbefore provided, .under the di-

rection of the City Engineer. 

RElPAlR OF SIDEWALKS. 

sec. 207. If the ownet' of any lot or parcel . of land shall . 
suffer any side~mlk along the same to be~ome broken, rotten 
or out of repair, it shall be the duty of the superintendent ~r 
the department o:t street!! and alleys to immediately repair 
the· 'same, ir,, a ~ood an_d substantial ma.Jlner and to r?port 
to the Cottncil the cost· of such repairs in each case, with a 
description of the lot or parcel of land abutting upon the 
sidewalks on which such repairs are made, and such re­
ports shall 'be carefully -filed and preserved by the City 

Clerk. 

NOTICE OF MAKING ASSESS~ENT, 

\ # ,, Sec . 208. Tlle said council shall give ten days' notice 
by one publication in the official paper to the effect that 
at a certain time and place, it will proceed to make an as­
sessment for construcUng,· relayfng and rel)airlng said side­
walks. Said notice shall bi•ielly describe the location and 
nature of said improvements by streets. 

ASSESSMENT TO WHAT . AMOUNT AND ON WHA'l' 

PROPERTY. 

Sec. 209. The .Council shall assess the amount as near­
ly as it can, ascertain the same, which will be required 
to defr:ay the cost of such improvement including the nec­
essary expenses. of making and collecting such assessment 
upon the real estate or lots of land benefited by said im -
provement to the amoun.t of such -benefit. · 

NOTICE OF CONFIItMATION OF ASSE,$SMENT, 

Sec. 2,10. When said assessment is completed the 
Council shall give. ten days notice by one publication in the 
oiticial paper, to the effect that at a time and place therein 
specified, said assessment will :iie confirmed unless sufficient 
cause is shown to the contrarYi and that objection must be 
filed one day before the time 'specified' '1n said notice with 
the ,City 1Clerlt. The Council shall proceed on the hearing 
in the same manner and shall have the same power to re-

I 

.. 

.. 

'I 

C' 
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viae, correct and confirm. or set aside such assessment or to 
vroceed · de novo as in caser:J of other assessments, 

ASSE.S.S.MEN':rS. . FLN4,L A,ND CONCLUSIVE. 

Sec .. 2,11. Said assess:)nent when confirmed sh!tll be fin­
al and c(ln'clusive, unless appealed from , as provided by 
Srct:on 190, and_ the .sections following of this chll.l'ter, 
and shall be collected and enforced as other assessments 
made under. Division l o£ Chapter 12 of this Charter, In 
case of ,an appeal· said appeal shall not delay or affect th~ 
collection of the assessment, e:xcept as to the property ap­
pealed from. Council :may . complete or re-let Contract., 
· Sec. 2,12. Whenever 'the contractor shall faiL to build, 

repair or relay · any- sidewalJr within the time; designated by 
said Council or in any other respect fails to comply with 
the· ten:ns of his contract the Council shl\,11 have pow.er· to 
furnish and use. mian and material to complete the work and 
charge the expense to the contractor, and the same shall 
be deducted from any money due or to ·bl),come due such 
·contractor or may- be collooted from him or his sureties by 
suit or the Council may advertise for bids for the comple-

. tion of the- incompleted part of said contract, and let the 
.contract in the same :manner . as herein-before provided in 
-ci'ase -of the original -contraot The d'ecision of _the.''CoUneil · 
that said contractor bas failed to comply with said. contract 
shall be final and conclusive as between said contractor and 
the city, and the defaUlting contr;:i.ctor iand bis sureties shall 
be liable to the city for all damages resulting. from his fail­
ure to perform !:!U()h , contract. 

ESTI1\1ATES ON CO.N'l'RAC'l', . 

Sec. 213. In case th.e contractor shall properly per­
form his contract, the said Council may, from time to time, 
not oftener than once a month as tb,e work progresses, al­
low the contractor estimates of the am.aunt already earned, ·· 
less fifteen pei- cent thereof, which may be paid out of the 
moneys aPi>licab.le to said work. 

Street Sprinkling. 

SPRINKLING DISTRICTS. 

Sec. 2'14. The Council _ may divide the· city into spriuk-. 
ling districts witht;>ut reference , to ward 'lines. Said dis.:. 
tricts shall be d~si~ated by numbers as follows to-wit: 

Sprinkling district number one, sprinkling district num-
ber two, etc. · · · 
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PROPOSALS TO Blu ADVERTISED-, · 
' . .. . , 

Sec. 215. · The Council may .. each year cause proposals 
to be advertised for, in th:e official pape:r. in the same .nmn­
ner an iti me ·case- ot oi:her pii.bHo improvements, f.or the 
sprinkling of stre1?ts, avenues, alleys, parks or other public 
grounds oi any part thereof, in each and all 01; said Sprink­
ling district&\vhich may be. ordered sprinkled by ,the Coun­
cil. 

· PLkNS A.ND SP!:CIF10AT!ONS. 

' S~c. 21$, General plans an:d specifications a.pplfca,ble 
the day named for. the receipt. of Said proposals. 
to all spnnldlng that may be ordered by the Council shall be 

· made and ftled wlth.t11e City.-Olerk at least ten days before 

CONTRAOT-'HOW LET. 

See, 21?~ Spritikllng contracts shall be let and made in 
the. sam~ mtmner as .Provided for in cases of local improve­IJ1ents. 

COUNCIL MAY ORDER SPRINKLlNG. WHEN. 

·Sec. 2U.. The Council may order sprinkling to be done 
whe°:ever n:nd wherever .it deems thee public interest or sani-
tary ~i other causes. l'Elqufre. • 

PROCEDURE AFTER SPkINKLING JS ORDERED TO BJ.J DONE.· 

Sec .. 219. Whenever ths Council shall order any s11rink­
llng to be done, it. shall cause the sprinkUng contractor to 
be notified thereof anq such sprinkling to ~e done, and ·it 
shall be the duty of t\ie superintendent of the department of 
,tn.r·1r ai•d aH~yi, to cause such sprinkling to be duly in­
spected and to be done in acoordance with the contract, 
and re~.ort the fact to the Council, who shall oause an as­
~essme~t to be lnade for Said · Spr:fnkling in the manner hereinafter pto\11ded. 

NOTlCE OF ASSESSMENT FOR SPRINKLI?-iG. 

Sec. 
22

0. Oil the ·fttst day of September of each year 
or as soon 

th
ereafter as Practicable, the Council shall give 

ii 
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at least ten <lays notice by one pUbjicatlon in the official Ila- • 
per, to the effect. that a.t a certain time and plia.Ge it will 
·nieet to make ·a,u : assessment fo:r SJ)rinkling: Said notice 
shall briefly desc'ribe the. loc!Ltion· of the, streets sprinkled, 

· by streets and · districts. · · 

.A$$ID$SMENTS. ON' WHAT PROPERTY MADEl. 

Se.c. 22L The· Council shall assess .the amount as 
nearly a; IJOi,slble ~hich will be require~ to defray . the cost 
of Sll~h Sprinlding )ncludiq.g the expensei. ()f assessment upon 
Jhe real estate b.ene.tited fo the' amount .. of such })eneflt. 

NOTICE· QF CONFffi?vfATIOl\l" OF ASSESSMENT. 

Sec. 222. Whe~ , sai.d assessment . is cqmpleted, the 
Council shall give · ten days notice .•by olj.e t)ublic,i.tlon in tpe 
official paper, to. the eftet!t that. at aJ~m"e and .place there~ 
specified, said a:s.sessfu:en:t:wflf b'e confirmed unless cause is . 
shown to the contrary; alld tha.t ojjjectlons must be filed at 
least -one day before. snch time, With ·the City Clerk; 'such 
objecUons shall be ma,de an~ filed in . the same manner and • 
the Council shall proceed in hearing the- 'same, and shall 
have the same })ower to revise, correct, contb:ni or se._t aside 
such assessment, and br(!ceed de novo; as in case o.f .other 
assessments fQr loo~, im~rovem.ents. ~ 

ASSESSMIDNTS, FJ:NAL . AiND CO~CLUSIVEJ .. 

Sec. 223. Said assessment; when contirmied, shall •be 
final . and conclusive unless appealed from . as provided by 
Section 190 arid the following sections, of this· Charter, a,nd 
shall •be enforced as otber ruisessments lllade under this 
Charter, and _ collected as under Sections 180, 181 and 182 
of this Charter; J)ro\'ided, a reference in the City Treas­
ui;er's notice to ·the number of the sprinkling district for 
the sprinkling of which such assessment has been made, 
shall be deemed a Sufficient reference to the territory. em­
braced in such assessment and provided further, that S'aid 
assessment shall not be divided into installments. 

In case of an appeal, said.appeal shaU hot delay or af­
fe.ct the collection of the ass~ssment, ex.cept as to the 
property appe_aied from. 



, • RIGHT :oF\or'i't LN cAS:m oF 1::iEFADLT oF coNtRAO-). TOR- . . - ·,. ·.. , 

. See. 224. In c/is8" the contra:cfor shall. in: anywise. :llail 
. t9:_ ».~rtorm hi$ . contr.~et, the • Ooilncil is hereb;r empo~ered 
. to <lo" evir1 Mt tilla~v~:fo such c,gntraci( arid. o'orifractor as 
1n ca~te of a sitUiiar 1ef.aUlt by: a cQntract for ..the ·construe­

, tlon or~. sfdewalk1 _~Ith like re~mlt .to such contractor and 
hts. sureties, 

···•·spitINi<:r .. iNo BY .crTY~As$lllSt,M:Et'1T. 

:S~c: zzi;: NotWng. I!,ere.m>coi1.tidned shall pre'Vl}nt the 
. Ci>imctl from pur~IIaalng the necessary ,fools; equii)mei).t and 
· 11)/atex!ial, and sprinkling any · striiet, highway, pulllic place 

or ilPl'i~Itng t1rstr!ct 'tn the/ofty, .and. ll}ilking' asses~ents 
tor·. said' sprfnklil':lg aa ·. herein.before proyided. Providing, 
_how~ver,; the Council l't)ay pay ftfty · ):>et: •<lent.· of the assess,.; 
m,~mt . for satd .sprinkling out of' the general funds of the 

. city.. . - ,· . 

' . 

CHA}:)TJllU. .13. 
. - ~ 

, . . ---, .. •_,·~·.t:-:.,-Vlatets~wofks.-

POWER OF QQlJill'CIL, .-

S~c. 2~6;. 'rh'e {Joun.en shall h{l.'Ve !)-OWer to m~infain the 
wateri.vorkf3 now establts'hed, nn.d to enlarge,extend and im­
prove. the \iame 01; contract for1 a., neyr system of water 
wo:i.·ks at any timei when· publie • necessity demands. 

WATER MAI,NS Mm PlPES. WHERE LA.ID. 
. ' 

. Sec. 2i1. Th_e, .Council sha,11 have the right to lay water 
m,ains and t>ipesi In any and' all streets, alleys, highways and 
public grounds in or.outside of the city', and regulate service 
pipes and clruifgnate what .kind of m:a.tedal ti> be used there­
for .. 

CH;APTEJit 14. 

Vacatittg Streets arid Alleys. 

POWER OF COU1N0IL. 

Sec. 2·28. The Council shall have exclusive power to 
vacate or dlscontinm, public street, alleYa- or highways or 
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any portion thereof in the city, but no such vacation or dis­
continuance shall be. granted or ordered by Council, e:x:cept 

• 'Upon the verified petition in writing of one or more of the 
owners .of real .Property on th!l,t ;portion of such street, al­
ley, or highway proposed to be vacated, Such petition shall 
state the reason for such vacation, and b1iefly describe the 
street, alley or portion thereof desired to be• vacated, The 
City- Council u;pon presentation of such petition at any 
special or 1·egular meeting may thereupon order such peti~ 
tion to be filed with tne City Clerk, who shall immediately 
make and publish in the official paper a notice for the per­
iod of two successive weeks, at least once in each week, 
stating that such petition has been filed with the City Clerk 
and its object in brief, and that such petition will be heard 
and considered by the Council at a time ,and place specified' 
therein, which time .and place shall be fixed by the Council 
it ·the time of the acceptance of such petition, and the time 
of hearing such petition shall be at least ten days after 
the last publication .ot said notice. 

HEARING. 

Sec. 229. The -Council at the time and place appointed 
shall investigate and consider the subject involved in said 
petftlofi and nuiy view the: premises and shall heai· all tes­
timony offered· fol or against said petition. 

ORDER OF COUNCIL. 

Sec. 230. The Council after hearing such vetltion may 
by resolution passed by a four-fifths vote of its members 
grant the prayer of the petition and ·order and declare such 
street, allEJY o,r highway vacated and discontinued. 

PUBLICA'l'ION OF RESOLUTION. 

Sec. 231. Upon the• passage of such resolution and 
the approval thereof by tl1e Mayor as in other cases, and 
upon the same being countersigned by the City Clerk, it 
shall be publbihed once in tlie official paper , of the city.,, 

COPY OF ·RESOLUTION TO BEl FILED WITH THE RE·G-
IS'l'ER OF DElEDS. · 

Sen, 232. A copy of such resolution duly ce1tifl.ed to 
by the City Clerk to be a, true copy, shall immediately after 
such publication be filed With the !Register of Deeds of the 
County of Watonwan and duly recorded in his office. 

\ 
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CHAPTER 15, 

LTABILl'rlES FOR CAUSING DEFECTS IN ~TREETS. 

Sec. 233, All Ji!lrsons who shall cause or maintain any 
obstruction, excavatlon. .. or detect in. any street, alley, btid~e, 
sidewalk, thoroughtate or public ground of the city by 
means of which a· claim. for damages shall arise against 
the city, shall b!l. liable for such damages to whomsoever 
shall .be entitled to recov~r the same from the . city; and 
no action for such ilamages: $hall be brought or maintained 
against the city unless snoh- person or persons. shall be 
joined aa defendants: and in . case of judgment against the 
defendants in such action, execution shall issue only against · 
the defendant causing such deficiency, and the city shall 
not be required to take steps to· pay •such judgment, until 
such execution shall• be: returned unsatisfied r and · if . t\e 
city shall pay such judgment . it shall beco'n1e the . O\Vller 
thereof alld may enforce payment of the same from thei 
other defend'ants, and shall be entitled to execution thereon . 
against tliem and to tall:e. such other proceedings as judg• 
ment creditors are entitled tq take. 

SUMMO~S PUJ.llilSHElD lli' oo-.Dli]FENDl\.NT IS A NON­
RESIDENT, 

Sec. 234. W-nenever any. party is joined with said city 
as co-d'efendant In any, action for the insufficiency of any 
street, alley, bridge, sidewalk, thoroughfa,re, or · public 
ground, and any such party is not a residimt of and can­
not be found within the state,, service ot summon.a in· suclt 
action ma.y ·be IIl.\l,de upon such d'efendant upon like evl• 
dence and In like manner as prescribed bY general laws 
for service by publication .in other aations. 

ACTION AGAlNST THE CITY I•'OR DAMAGES, 

NOTICE. 

Sec. 285, .No. action ahall be maintainecl against tlle ci~Y 
on account of any defect in any stt·eet, toad, bridge, sl?e; 
walk, pu~Iic utility or other public place, ol' by. reason .o 
the negl!gence- of its offlcer.s, agents or servants, unlesa 
such street or highway- Upon, which said !njm•y hapPened Is 
actu~lly open, used and traveled bY the public as a street 
or highway, nor unfoss the Pel'son claiming to ba'l'e sus; 
tnfaed su~h Injury or loss, or his lawful repreaentative, sb~I 
within thirty days, or if the alleged injucy shall ha,Ve ie• 

'i) 

rt 

sulted in t11e death or insanity of the person injured, the 
witllin sixty days after the happening of such injury or loss 
present his claim for compensation, damages or other 1·e­
lief, on account thereof, to the Council in writing; stating 
the time when, the :pl(Lce where, and the circumstances un­
der which· said injury or loss occurred, and the amount of 
compensation or the nature of the relief demanded from 
the city, and give said Council ten days time after such 
claim is presented, within which to ·decide upon the coµrse 
it will purslle with relation to such claim; nor shall any 
such action be maintained unless the same shall be com­
menced within one year after happening of such alleged in­
jury or Joss. 

NOTICE BY THE CITY OF DEFECT . 

Sec. 236. Jn tl1e prosecutions of actions against the 
city fo:r personal injuries growing out of defective or im­
.properly constructed highways, bridges, culverts, streets, al­
leys, sidewalks, or public · utilities, it shall be necessary .in 
order. to maintain said action for the, plaintiff to allege and 
prove that the defect or want of repair complained of exist­
ed for more than ten days immediately prior to• the time of 
the happening of the injury, or that said city has actual 

, -notice and knowledge of such defect or want of repair at 
the time such injury happened. 

CHAPTER 16. 

Franchises. 

ORDINANCES, GRAl':,TlNG FRANCHISE. 

Sec. 287. Every ordinance by which the council shall 
pr9pose .to grant · any franchise shall contain all the terms 
and conrlitions of the franchise to be granted except fran-

, chises granted previous to the adoption of this •Charter, and 
it shall be a feature of every franchise so granted, that the 
maximum price for the serVic~ or cha·rge shall be stated in 
the grant thereof, and before any such ordinance shall be 
in force it shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the 
city at some general or special election in the manner that 
other ordinances are submitted under the provision of sec­
tion 65 of this Charter. 

REGULATlON'OF RATES. 

Sec, 238. 'fhe city sl1all have the power to regulate and 
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control the maximum rate to be charged by any corpora­
tion or person exercising any franchise in the city for the 
services rendered •bY it to the city, but. such prices shall 
be fair "and reasonable to such corporation or person and 
to the public. The manner . in which such rate. shall be 

· regulated shall be ffxed by tlie counc~l bY orn~ance _and 
said' council shall have the right and 1s hereby authori~ed 
to prescribe •bY ordinance fo:r the appointment of ~om.nus­
sioners to fully in,vestigate •and hear and determme an 
questions with. :reference. w rates to be ohatiged by such 
corporation or person, and the council may further pro~de 
by ordinance that eyery · person or corporation · exercismg 
any franchise iin the . city', shcll pay a gross earnings tax, 
provide the amount thereof· and . the method of its callee~ 
lection. 

REPORT. 

See. 239. Every corporation or person exercis,ing any 
franchise in the City of St. James shall file annually on 
the ,first Monday in 'February, in the office of the• clerk, a 
statentent subscribed and sworn to by sott1e officer of such 
corporation or person who knows the facts, setting forth 
in detail for the . preceding calendar year, the then actual 
.(lost of. the plant or business. -Operated by Amch par.t.y ~ the 
actual incumbrance, debts,. obl:lga.;tions tl1ereon; if any, the 
amount of the stock issue(l, and. to whom., the gross eam­
Jngs, the expenses and the net income, and the amount of 
stock ~f any such; corporation. Said statement shall. be open 
to public ins11ection; anc}' if the · owner of any such fran­
chise refuses or negleets to file such report as. herein pro­
vided, the council may procel}:d by ordinance _to cancel and 
revoke such franchise, 

CHAPTER 17. 

Miscellaneous Provisions. 
CITY CLERK. 

Sec. 240. The City ,Clerk shall have the power to ad­
minister oaths and affirmations, and to take and certify 
acknowledgments of deeds and other instruments in an 
cases in which the sam~ are required or sanctioned by 
Jaw. 

INSPECTION OF RECORDS. 

Sec. 241. All 1·ecords, books, and papers pertainin,g to 

~ 

f 

the business of the city, or any department thereof, shall 
be public and open. to the inspection of any citizen of the 
city at all reasonable times and places. 

A.PPROV AL OF PLATS. 

Sec. 242. The Council shall have the sole power to ac­
cept and approve a.11 plats of p1·operty within the city, and 
to prescribe the width. and location of streets and alleys re­
quired in such plats. The Council shall have the power to 
reguh-e the owners of unpla.tted property to malce such im­
provements as ,it deems proper before a plat thereof shall 

. -~ ' -

be accepted and approved bY. it. 

SUCCESSION. 

Sec. 243. When this Charter takes effect the City of 
St. James, shall 'be and become the legal succe&sor· of the 
City of St. James as th.eretobefore organized and shall be 
vestl')d with all franchises, rights, and immunities formerly 
vested in said city, exciwt · as hereinbefore. otherwjse pro-
vided. • 
. All pro11erty and property rights and interests of ev­
ery kind and nature" formerly vested in the City of St 
James . or in an:{ board or public ·officer of the same, 
.shall, when this Charter takes effect be and become :vest­
ed in and be possessed .bY The 1City of St. James under 
this Charter, and all previously exdsting indeptedness, ob­
ligations and liabilities of the City of St. James or any 
board or department thereof, shail together -with all in• 
terest accrued or to accrue thereon, be assumed a,nd paid 
by The City of St. Jl\Ules. Providing however, that no­
thing herein contained shall be, construed as relieving 
any property heretofore detached from this citY. from its 
1iability, on a.ccount of any outstanding •bonded indebted­
ness of this city, existing at fhe time of its separation 

ORDINANCES, ETC., Llill<''l' IN FORCE. 

Sec. 244. Nothing herein shall be understood or con­
strued as repealing, amending or modifying any city or­
dinance, resolution, rule or order, which may be in force 
in the City of, St. James at the time this Charter goes 111 •• 
to effect and becomes operative, except so far as the 
same may' be incompatible with any of the provisions of 
this Chatter, but the same shall. continue in full force 
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until repealed, amended or .m,odifted by the Council here­
in provided for. 

Lll3RARY BOARD. 

Sec. 2,45, The Mayor shall appoint a Library B.oard, 
and all the provisions of the statutes: of Minnesota now, 
01• hereafter, in force Shall apply tothe library board or 
the City of St, James, such appolntm~nt to be approved 
by the Council. 

AIOQULR:ING,. ltOLDING AND SELI.iIN(} PROPERTY. 

Sec, 246. The City Council on ·behalf of and tor the city 
may purchase and bold real . and personal property, tor 
publfo purposes, aul'l'icient · for the convenience of the in­
habitants, thereor, and may sell and convey the same, and 
the same shall be free from taxation. 

ADDITI()NA:L DlJTIES, . 

Seo. 247, . The City Council may, 13,t any ttme, require 
other and furthar duties to •be performed by any office1•, 
whose dutl~ are prescribed in this Charter; provided that 
such furtheir duties are not inconsistent with this charter, 

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. 

Seo, 24.-8. When the council shall determine to make 
any public improvement which it has authority to make 
under this charter1 and no specific procedure is in 'tbls 
charter provided therefor, the council ma.y proceed to coll· 
demn property and to award damages, and in proper cases, 
to assess bi:meflts, according to any ,method or procedure 
prescribed ln this charter, applicable thereto. , 

JAIL FEES. 

I 
Sec. 249, 'l'he Ci.ty of St Ja.mes shall not be liable 

n any case f · th · · ' · b . · or e board or Jail fees of any person who maY t: cjo~itted by any officer or magistrate of tile city to 
e. ai · of Watonwan County under the state laws, 

:r 

' j' 

l 
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FINES AND PENALTIES. 

Sec. 250. In all cases or the Imposition of any fines or 
llenalties or tile rendering or judgment by the municipal 
court when established, or, justice court of said city, pur­
suant to any statute of the State of Minnesota, or pursuant 
to any ordinance of said city, as punishment for any of­
fense, or for the Vfolation of any ordinance, aforesaid, the 
offender sha.11 forthwith be committed to the city prison, 
the common jail of the county or any other place of .deten­
tion provided by the city and there be imprisoned for a 
term not exceeding ninety (90) days in the discretion Of the 
municipal court, or justice, court, unless 'the said fine or 
penalty be sooner !laid or sati~fied, (and from time of ar­
rest of any Person or persons for any offense whatever) and 
until the time of trial, .the person or persons so arrested 
may be imprisoned in . the city prison, or in case there be 
no city prison; in the county jail of the county; provided, 
that nothing contained herein shall prevent the city coun­
cil· from providing by ordinance for subjecting any male of­
fender to be lrnpt at. hard iabor upon the public streets. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Sec. 251. This Charter may be amended at any time 
by the board of freeholders proposing any amendment to 
the J.)eople, which shall be published as provided by Ia,v, 
and if accepted by three-fift.h'.s of the qualified voters of 
said city voting at the next election, shall be declared adopt­
ed and shall thereupon become a part of this Charter; up­
on the application of ten per cent of the legal voters of 
said city by written petition addressed to, and filed with 
the Charter commission of said city, such commission shall 
submit to the vote of the · people any amendment to this· 
charter endorsed by suc11 application and petitiol). which sub­
n1ission shall be made in the manner provided by law. 

CHARTE'R TO BE PUBL!IC LA.W. 

Sec. 252. ~his Charter is hereby declared to· be a pub­
lic act and may be read in evidence in all Courts in this 
State, and need not be pleaded or proven. 
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To The Honorable Ned;• A. Peck, Mayor of the City of St. 
James: . 

We,, the und'ersigned,' appointed by the Judge .of· the 
Distri.ct '\JQurt of the Sixth Judicial District. of Minnesota, 
as a board of Free Hoiaers to·1>repare and present a. pro~ 
pose<'! new charter for the CitY. -of _St. James un<ler the pro­
visions of Section 36 ot Artlcle 4 of• the Constitution of the 

· State of Minnesota, and Sections .1342 to 1353,. inclusive, of 
the General Statutes of Minnesota, for 1913, and the acts 
amendatory thereqf an<'!' · supplemental thereto, do hereby 
submit to you the .foregoing dra.ft of the proposed new char­
ter of 'l'hc City of St. James _in Watonwan County, Min­
nesota. · 

Dated t,his 30th da,y of July, 1917. 

E. A. GIB<BS:, 
Chairman. 

J. K. SONNESYN, 
C. C. ANDERSON, 
W. G, MANNING, 
C. ELLSWORTH,. 
E. Z. RASEY, 
C. T .. CROWLEY, 
·e.··R; ENGELBRA.CHT, 
·.o. E. FULLER, 
G. A. SCHOFFMAN. 
JORN PEDVIN. 
G. El: GILBER.TSON, 
J. C. !RAINSEEN, 
THOMAS TONNlllSSON 

J. L. LOBBEN, 
Secretary. 
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l::'fAT.E OJ!" MINN'ESO'.l.'A! 
County of Watonwan • SS · 

City of St. Jal'1'~tt . . . 
I hereby certifylbat the_within and fore~omg proposed 

charter
1 

signed by the,Boatd of Freeholders, was delivered_ 
to me on the 15th d~! of Jiinun,ry, 1918 . ..,.,, _. · A p 0..,. · 

· · .1,Jl:D • E .,.,, 
Mayor. 



S.XATJl! OF M!NN.ESOTA ) 
OOUN1J:Y OF WATONWAN } ss. 
CilY OF S'X,, JAMES ) 

..;. __ ......,. 

-~~•,wii&".Kiit'•~~ 

I 1 Ned A-. Peck.,. Ma~ro:r of the oi ty 

of St. James 1 do here'by ce:ctifY that I have compared the 

within Oh~:rtr:ir of the oi ty ·of St. J::1mes with the oh!ir+er 

signed. by the Boa.rd of Fro eho ld.ers for the said ci -t,y and 

whic11 was delivere,:J. to me on the 15th day of January~ A .. D., 

1918:a, and that the foregoing is a trµe and. c0r.:rect copy and 

duplicate of the sa.me arii of. the whole thereof,. 

And I hereby further c~rtify that the said Chart~~ was, 

tliereof 
1 

at a special ele~tion then eiun·'l thexe l'll.eld in acror ... 

dance with the laws of t1::1is · atate 1 at 1irl1:J.cr~ election the 

said Charter ·~-v-as duly ratified ?,n.-3. adopted. b;y~ a vote of two 

ht,md.reO. a.no. eight/ ... three for, and eight votes ,ag~Jnst• 

Dritecl this. t.tl1 day of .\pril 1 19181 

_}hd__t;Zk~.o 
J/1::;.yoro 

~d-1/3/ 
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