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CHARTER OF ULE GITY OF DANECH FRAMED UNDER AND PURIUANT TC 52CTICR 56

OF ARTICLE 4 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE OTAUT OF MIRUECOTA AND SHCTIOND

748 70 758 ;E’IQ’GLUSIVEQREVISE}) LAWS OF 1905 ANDL THE ACTS SURE SNENTAL
THREROF .
CHAPTER B.
TAMES, POVERS AND BOUNDARIED
WANMES AND POWERS.
SEOmI0N 1. ALl that part of the county of Lac qui Parle,in the gtate of

:"&-‘a‘»mmleso‘ba,\vi‘bhin the bowndaries hersinafter deseribed,shall be a ciby and the people now in-

L o

nabiting it,who shall hereafbor inhabit sald territory,shall form a municipal corporation

vnder the neme and style of "City of Daveon",ond by that name shall have perpetual successlon;

may sue and be sued,complain and defend,plead and be impleaded in any court or tribunal,

make and use 1ts common seal,and alter the same at pleasure; tale,hold,acquire by pift,devise,

_purchase,lease or condsmnation any and all such real,personal and mixed property as its

purpose may require or the trompachion or the exipgencies of its business may render convenient

< whether {the same be within or without corporvate limits of the city,and may convey such

proverty for such purnoses; shall be capable of contracting and belng contracted with,and
shall have sll the general powers possesssed by the muauicipal corporation at common law,and
in addition therebo all the powers granted o it under the general laws of the state of
Himmesota,as well as all powers hevein grantseda.

SUCCESBIOR.

SECTION 2. VWhen this charter talwms effect,the city of Dawson shall be and become

% the legal successor of the Villzge of Dawson,and shall be vested with 2ll rights and i

immunities formerly vested in seld villape of Dawson,escept as herain otherwise provided,

and all ordinances existing abt the time of the adopbion of this charbter,and not lnconsistont

therewith, shall be and remain in full force until repealed or modified. ALL proporty,

property rights and interest of every kind and nature,and formerly vested in the village of

Dawson, shall,vhen this chartor takes effect,bo and become vested in the city of Dawson under

this charted,ond 2ll previously existing iludebtednoss and obligations and lisbilities of

gaid viilage of Dawson,together with interest acerued or Yo accrue thereon,shall be asspmed

and paid by the eity of Dawson uader this charter.

CINY BOUKDARTES .

SECYION 3. The sald eity of Dawson shall cousist of and inelude all the follow-

ing deserided territory,to-wit: 411 of section mumbered twenty-one {:

seventoen (117),renge forty~three (43); wll of Rloek 4, all of bloelk B,and

S

21) ;township one hundred

e iy e re s ek e e e e
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Ten doys Posted nobice of such clection,snd of the officers to be elected,and of the
gubjechs 0 be vobed upon,shall be gpiven by the city clerk,by posbting the same in some
public place in eagh ward,provided,however,that the failure to give such notice shall

jnvalidate such slection.

A1l village officors shall continve in office,and perform the dubies of their
respective offices wntil eity officers wnder this charter shall have been electod and
qualifiede

The village council of the village of Dawson,shall,within thirty days afier *he
sdoption of this charber,call a special election for the election of city officers under
this charfer,vhich said special election shall be held and conducted under the law ~overn-
ing special elections in the village of Dawson. Such officers elected at said special
election,shall, except as otherwise provided in this charter,continue to hold their
respective offices wuntil the second Tuesday in April,1914,and wntil their successors are

olected and qualified.

LLECTIVE OFFICERS- SECTION Z. The slective officers of the city shall bs & mayor,
clexk, treasurer,one justice of the pegce,two constables and three aldermen,all of whom
shall be olected at large,provided,however,that the three aldeymen,sco elected at large,
shall be one from sach ward. Zach of sald aldermen shall be a qualified voter and actual

resident of the ward from which he is elected,and all other elsctive officers shall be

residents and qualified voters of the city.

The following officers may be appointed by the mayor,by and with the approval of the
comneil, bo-wit: eity attorney,city assessor,a board of health,to consist of three members,
& streev commissioner,ocity marshall,ond such other officers or employees as may be
necessary for the proper conduct and management of the affairs of the city,and provided
for by resolution of the c¢ity council,and all such sppointive officers or employees shall

hold their respective offices and positions during the nleasure of the appéinting power.

TACANUY- HOW FILIED- SECTION 3. When o vacancy shall occur in any office,the same

shall,except as otherwise provided herein,be filled by appointment by the city council

for the unexpired term.

WVHAT SHALIL CONCTITUTE AN ELECTION - SECTION 4. A plurality of votes for elective
officers shall gomstitute an election,and when two or more yersons shall receive an equal
nuwer,and the highest number of votes for any office,the election shall be determined

by the casting of lots,under the supervision of the city council, at such time,




not excseding five days after the election,place 4nd in such maxmer as the c¢iby couneil

shall airect. Officers appointed by the oity couneil shall vecoive a majority vote of all

1ts members to constitube an elaction.

YHO ARG ENTITIED T0 VOTE.- SROTION Be ALl porsons enttitled to vote for state and

county officers shall be ontitled $o vote for any officer to ba elocted under this charier,

and to vote on anmy subjecht which may properly come before the voters of sald city. Any

gualified voter,except as otherwise provided,by law relating o Judges of the mmicipal

court,shall be qualified to hold any or'fice created under this charter.
9 et o

SITCTION ~ SBECIION 7. Except as otherwise provided in this charter,all general laws

of the stabe of Minnesota rela-ing to elections shall apply to and govern all olections
undey this charber,and the same are hereby adopied as fully as if the same were incorporated
heyein and made a pard hercof,but the General Laws of the state of linnesota,known as the
"Primery Blection Low" shall not apply to this city in the election of officers. The
returns for all city elections shall be made to the clty clerk,and the city cowncil shall, ‘
within three days after said election,either at a special or repular meeting canvass the

rebuins and declare the rasult thereof,and the city clerk shall on the next day after
such canvass,Sundays and legal holidays sxcepbsd,notify,in writing,by malil,all persons
elected to any office,and if any person refuses or neglects to gualify for sald office

within fen days after such notice is given,he shall nov be entitled to qualify for such

offics by reason of such eledtion.

TERNM OF OFFICE -~ SROTION 8, After the second Tuesday in April,1914,all slective

' 1,
officers shall be elected for a period of two years and until thelir successors are elected . 51
and gualified, 1
)
|

ODPECGIAL ELICTION ~ SECTION 9. The ceity couneil may at any time by resolution,and on
petition of not less then fifty (BO) frecholders who ars lssal voters,shall,order o
specinl election of the voters of the city,and provide for holding the sames The purpose ‘
ghall be clearly stated in such resolubion or netition,and no other matter shall be sub~ ‘
mitted thereat. At least twenty days notice shall be given in he same monner as provided

herein for plennial elections and such special election shall be condutted in the same

mammer as biemnial city elections.

BALLOTS ~ SECTION 10, ALl elections shall be by ballot,and each ballot ghall contain

the names of the persons voted for,with the proper desigmution of the office, and the




f

guestion voted upon,if any.and such ballots may be written or printed;or parbtly writbten

and partly prinbed. The names of all officers voted for,and all questions voted upon,

~ shall be spon separate ballots.

VAGANCIES ~ ‘BCTION 1l. Every city office shall become vacant on the happening of

oither of the events set forth in Jection 2667,Roviged Lavwis of 1905,before the temination

of his term of offices

RESIGRATION -~ OBCUION 12, Any person having entered upon the duties of his office

may rcesign the same with the consent of the city council.

CITY CONTRAGTS — OVFICERS WOT TO BE INTERESTED. — SECTION 13. No officer of said ity
shall,during his term of office,be or become in any manner intsrested in any coantract in
behalf of the cify,or any depratment thereof,with himself or with any firm of which he is
& member,or any associ‘ation,corporation,or fivm of which he is an officer monapger or

managing agent,and any such contract shall be sb solutely void.

0 . ” N I e ‘
ATH ABD BOKNDS OF OFFICERS - SECTION 16. Every porson elected or appointed %o Sny

Office undey 4 181 '
tder the provisions of this chartor shall,befors he enters upon the duties of his

0ff100,204 w14ms .
i within the %ime during which an officer may qualify under this charter take
d ]
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and file the same with the city clerk,who ghall prescrve the same,and such officers as

are required to give bonds shall also within vhe time aforesaid emecute such honds in tie

mgmeyr requlred by this charter,and file the same with thelir oaths of office for approval

by the city council.

~HE INIPIATIVE. - SBCIION 17. Any proposed ordinance ray be submitbed to the city

council for adoption by a pebition signed by qualifisd clectors of said ciby equal in

nuwiber 0 the percentasges nereinafter required.

The signatures o such petition need nob be all appended to one paper,bul each signer
shall add to his signature the mumber of the ward in which he resides.

One of the sigmers of each paper shall make oath before an officer competent %o
administer oaths,that the statement thevein mads are true.,and that each sigmature to such
paper appended is the genuine signature of the person vhose name purports to be therewmto
subseribed. Within ten days from the filing ofl such petition the city clerk shall exumine
the same and from the poll lists of the last city election ascertvain whether or not said

pebition is sigmed by the requisite mamber of gqualified elesctors.

If;by the clerk's certificate,the pe*i:'ition is showvn to be insufficient in regard to
the nmumber of signers thereon,it may be amended within ften days from the date of such . |
certificate.

The clerls shall,within ten days after the filing with him of such amended petition,
moke like examination of such amended petition,and if his certificate shall show the same
%0 be insufficient,it shall be returned to the person filing the same,without prejulice,
however,to the filing of a new petition to the same effect.

If the petition,or the amended pstition,shall e found sufficient,ths clerk shall
gtomit the seme to the city couneil without delays

If the petition accompanying the proposed ordinaunce be signed by electors equal in
maber to iwenty—i‘ive per cent of the entire vote casy for all candidates for mayor at
the last preceding general city election at which a mayor was elected,and contains a

request that sald ordimance be submitted to & vote of the electors of said city,if not
passed by the couicil,then the council shall either:

(a) Pass said ordinance without alteration within forty days after the attachment of
the clerk's certificate as to sufficlency to the accompanying petition (subjeet to a
referendary vote under the mrovisions of section 17 of this chapber); and if such ordinance
shall be passeq by the cowmcil,but shall be vetoed by the mayor,and on reconsideration
shall fail of passage by the council,then,vithin five days after determination that said

ordinance shall have failed of final aloption,the cowwicil shall proceed to call a special




R~

e

i ; ¥
election at which said ordinance,without alteration,shall be submitted to & vote of the

peopls,or:

(b) Porthwith,after the ¢l rk shall aitach to the petition accompanying such

; 0§ 1
ordinence his certificate of gufficiency,the council shall proceed to call 2 gspecis

slection at which said ordinance swithout alteration, sholl be submitted to a vote of the
people.

I+ the netition be sisned by olectors equal in number to at least ten per cent,but
& & £y

less than fiftesn per cent,of the entire vobe cast for all caniilates Cor mayor abt the

1agt preceding election,at which a mayor was clected,then such ordinance,without alboration,

shall be stbmitbel by the council 1o s vobe of the electors ab the next senersl clty alectio
thet shall occur at any time after thirdy days from the date of the clerk's certificate
of sufficiency attached to the petition accompanying such ordinance.

(Provided,that in all cases,e copy of such proposed ordinance shall be atiached %o
and accompany such petitiony,ond provided,such proposed ordinance shall not be inconsistent
with the constitution of the state of limnesota,nor the laws thereof,nor with any provision
of this charter). ’

The ballots used vhen vobing upon said propossd ordinance shall contain the words
"For the Ordinance” (stating the nature of the proposed ordinance) and "Against the
Ordinance” {stating the nature of the proposed ordinance).

If & majority of the gualified electors voting on said propesed ordinance shall vote
in fa:vor thereof,sald ordinance shall thereupon become a valid and binding ovdinance of
gaid eibys

And any ordinance proposed by petition,or vhich shall be adopted by a vote of the
people cannot be repealed or amended excepl dy & vote of tha people.

Any maber of proposed ordi:ﬁances may be voted wpon at the same election,in accordance
with fthe provisions of this section,provided that there shall nobt be held under this section
of this charter more than one specisl election in a period of six months.

The cowncil may submit & proposition for the repeal of any such ordinance,oxr for
amendemente thereto,to be voted wpon ut any gucceeding regulay eleciion,and should such
rroposition,so submitted,receive a majority of the votes cast thereon st such eloction,
such ordinance shall be repealed or amended accordingly.

Whenever any ordinance or proposition is required by this charter to be subpitied to
the voters of the ecity at any elec‘kion,ﬁha. eity clerk shall cause the ordfinance or pro-
position to be printed,in stme paper published ins said 6ity. Such printing and publication

shall be not less than five nor more than 20 days before the submission of such ordinance




o T"ﬁ_—'—-_—w

or propesition to e yotad wpon.

TIE REFERENDUM.- SECTION 18. Fo oxrdinance passed by the city council,except when

- o A kel 2 '}a e
ptherwise provided by the goneral laws of the state,or by provisions of this ¢ Brter,

i ; d ex i ; pdisbe preservation of
respecting street improvenentsand except an ordinance for the imm

the public healih,peace or safety,which contalne & statement of its urgency.and is passed

by a two-thirds vobe of the comnell,but no grant of any franchise,and no ovdinance

ider 11 o into effect
vacating any street or alley,shall be concidered an urgency measure,shall go 1 f

before thirty days from the time of ita final passage and 1ts approval by the mayor,ond
1# during saild thirty days,a petition sigmed by the elaectors of the citly equal in nwiber

to at least fifteen per cent of the cntive voke cast for all candidates for mayor at tie
lost preceding ¢ity electiongat which a mayor was elected,protesting amainst the paseags
of such ordinance,be presented o the council,the same shall thersupon be suspended from
poing into operation,znd it shall be the dubty of the couneil to reconsider such orﬁimnce
and 1f the same is not entirely repealed,the councll shall swbmit the ordiinance as ®equired
in thie chaptek,to the v?ta of the electors of the city,either a% the next general cdéty
election,or at a spaciaglgection 0 be called for that purpose,znd such ordinance shall
not go into effect or become operative unless a majorlty of the electors vobing on the
same shall vobte in favor thereof.

Said petition s%2ll be in all respects in accordnace with provisions of said section
17 of this chapler,except as to the percentage of signers,and be examined aund certified
by the clerk in all respects as therein provided.

THE RECALL.- SECTION 19. The holder of any elective office may be removad at any
time,by the electors qualified to vole for a suscesser of such incuwbent.

The procedurs to effect ’r_::ha removel of any elective officer shall be as follows:
4 petltion signed by olectors entitled to vobe for a suceessor of the incumbent soupht to
be removed,equal in number o at least twenty-five per cent of the entire vobte cast for
21l candidates for the office,the incwibent of which is sought to be removed,at the lash
preceding peneral city election,demanding the election of o successor of the person sought
to be removed,shall be filed with the clty clerk amd which vetition shall contain a general
statement of the grounds for which such removal is sought.

The signatures to such petition need mot all be appended to one paper,but each slgner

shall ag
1 220 %0 nis residence,the mmber of the ward in vhich he resides.

One of tie slgners to each of such papers shall moke oath before some officer

authorized to administey caths,that the statemente therein made are true,and that each
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sicmature 0 such papely appended &s the genuine sigmature of the person vhosg name
(%) - £

purports to be gneveunto subecribed. Within ben days from the £iling of such petition,the

city clerk shall examine and from the poll lists of the last preceding general city

alection,ascertain vhather or not said petition is signed by the requisite muber of

eloctors,and he shall attach to sald petition his certificate showing the result of

such examinabion.

If,by the clerk's certificate,the petition is showm Ho be insufficient,it nay be

amended within ten days from the date of such certificate. The clerk shall,within ten

days afber such amendment,make 1ike examination of the amended vebition,omd if his corbi-

ficate shall show the same b0 be insufficient,it shall be returned to the person filing
the same,vithout prejudice,however,to the filing of o new petition to the same effect.

If the petition or the amendad petition,shall be found sufficient.the clérk shall
submit the same %o the city couneil without delzy.

I1f the metition shall be found to be sufficient,the ¢ity council shell order and fix
a date for molding the said election,not less than thirty days nor more than forty days
from the date of the clsrk's certificate to the council that a sufficlent petition is
fileds

Such election shall be held and conducted under the same rules and regalations;and
the same nobtice thereof shall be given as in other city elecitions. The successor of any
officer g0 removed shall hold office during the wiezpired term of hig predecassor.

Any person sought to.be removed may be & candidste smcceéd himaalf,an&,unlesa he
requests othervise in writing,the clerk shall place his name on the official ballot
without nomination.

In any such removal election,the candidate receiving the highest number of voies
shall be declared elected.

Ifyat such election,some other nerson than the incumbent redeives the highest number
of votes,the incumbent shall thereupon be deemed removed from office wpon the gualification
of his suceessor.

In case the party who receives the highest nwiber of vetes shall fail to qualify with-
in ten da:}s after receiving notice of his election,tho office shall be deemed vacant.

1f the incumbent recéives the highest mumber of votes,he shall continue in office.

Provided thaot no special election shall be held under this section within ninety days
of & general city oloction.

Thal any elector of saia city may carry on and maintain any appropriate action,in his
oW name,to enforce any of the provi~ions of sections 22,23,24,884 25 of this chapler,or to

onforee the peeformance of his duties by eny officer of the city under said sectionss
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SALE OF ‘I-’ROPERTY‘,
Sec.18. The city cowncil shall have the management anl control of the finances and of
all propai‘ty of the city,both real snd personal.may provide for the sale of any nersonal
property of the city,in such mamner as 14 shall consider for the best intewrest of the clty:
the real estabe belonging to said city ghall only be eold wpon the vote of the legal voters
therein glven at a regular or special election of said city,upon o notice duly given,which

shall specify the real estate to be solde

VPRINELINGs

Sec.19. The city couwneil may by o majority vobe,cause to be sprinkled,the stroets,
avenues or public places,or any of them,and may in accordance with the provisions of the
chapter relating to contracts,anthorize such sprinkling,anl vhen any of such streets,
avenues or public places are sprinkled unier and by virtue of the authority granted by this
section,one-half of the cost of the same shall be pail by the ecity couneil oub of the
general fund of said ¢ity,of Dawson,and the other one~half by the persons owning lotsg
abutting in such strests,avenues or public places so sprinkled,and upon the failurs of the
persons so owning the lots abubting upon the streets,ovenues or pm}blic places, to pay the
one~half of the cost of said sprinkling as aforesaid,on or before November lst,of each

and every year,they shall be deemed delinquent,and the sum or sumd shall be taxed and

extended against the said lots and become & lien thereon,2nd saild sums shall be returned |
to the county auditor and collescted in the same manner that all other village,county and
state taxes are collected,provided,that notice shall be given once,in the official paper,
of the time and place where action will be taken in regard to said sprinkling,and

opportunity glven to all parties interested,tc be heard for or against such work.

LICZHSE D0 B8ELL IRTOXICATING LINUORS.

Sec,20s All gemeral laws of the stabte of Mimmesoba pertaining in any menner to
intoxicating liquors,shall so far as applicable,be in force in and apply to the city.

It is provided,however,that the legal volers of the ecity shall have the authority
and power to vote upon and determine for themselves,the question whether or not,license
for the sale of intoxicating liquors,as & beverage,shall be granted by the council; and it
$hall be the duby of the clerk,upon receiving a potition for that purpose,of fwenty-five .
ber cent or more of the legal voters of sald city,based upon the vobte cast at the last

preceding biemnial election,at any time not less than twenty days befors any emmal election

B0 give at least ten days notice that the question of granting license for the sale of




intoxicating llguors,as 2 peverape,shall be submitted %0 the legal voters thersof,

at the next ensuing election,which questién shall be decided by ballot contalning The

: 5 - : avever
vords,"In favor of license”,or “Against license”,as the case may be,,provided how 2

¢hat tho failurz or neglect of the clerk to give the notice required herein shall no¥

invalidate the vobe and determination made under the provisions of this sectlon, if the
petition therefor shall have been luly filed. The votes upon Such question shall be on &
separate ballot and deposited in 2 separate box,bub in all other respects it shall be
talken ,canvassed, returned and announced in the same manmer as is provided for the taking
canvassing and retmraing of the votes for the elestion of ¢ity officers ;.'.Jhich determnina—~
$ion so mode shall continue until the same shall be revoked ot a subgequent election in
the same mminer; and 1f such returns show that the mgjority of the votes cast at such
clection on eaid guestion,shall be in favor of license,then the council ney grant llicense
%o any suiteble person of lawful sge,who is a bona fide resident of this state,for the
sale of intoxicating lilquors. The council shall have the exclusive righf,within said city
to license persons vending,selling_or disposing of intoxicating liguors as = beverage,
and no person shall be licensed by the council to sell or deal in intoxicating liguors

a,é a beverage,unless he shall fully comply with all the requirements,and be subject to
all the penalties as provided in the ordinances,the general statutes of the state of
Minnesota,and of the United States; provided that,whenever the psople shall have voted
geainst the issuwance of license for the sale of intoxicating liquors,id shall thereafter
be unlawful for any verson or corporation to sell,barter or give away the same,at retail

or wholesale,in any quantity vhatevers

MAY REFUSD LICINCE.

And provided further that nothing herein shall be consirued so as to require the
city council to grant license to sell spirituous,vinous,malt,formented or other intoxi-
cating liguors,even if the neople of the city shall vote to grant license,but the saild
Council shall have the right to refuse to issuo a license %o all or any persons,

vhomsoevey, for any cause which shall be Jdeemed by & majority of the cily soweil

Fuffi cienvb °
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