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This pro~eeding under Minnesota Statutes 1969, Section 414 .031, 

as an1ended, for the annexation to the Village of Sauk Rapids of certain 

real estate located in the Township of Sauk Rapids, Benton County" State 

of Minnesota, more particularly described herein, came on for hearing 

before the Minnesota Municipal Comtnission at the Sartell Villag~ Hall 

in the Village of Sartell, Coµnty of Benton, State of Minnesota on 

October 20, 1971. 

Robert W. Johnson, Chairman of the Municipal Commission presided 

at the hearing. Also in attendance were Commission Members, Rope.rt J. 

Ford and Harold J. Dahl and Ex-Officio Members Jeff He;nnes and Leo Sufl{a, 

Benton County Commissioners. The Petitioner, V:i.llage of Sauk Rapids, was 

represented by Roger M. Klaphake of the law firm of Ri~ice, Klaphake & 

Noonan, Ltd.~ Village Attorneys. The Township of S.c,1uk Rapids was repre•· 

sented by John B. Pattison, Jr., and Daniel Eller, Attorney at Law, St. 

Cloud, Minnesota appeared on behalf of certain property owners. 

The Commissio11, having considered the testimony of the witi1esses, 

the exhibits received in evidence, and all other evidence, the ar.gum:ents 

of counsel, artd the files and records herein, a11d being fully advised in 

the premises, makes the following Findings of Fact; Conclusions of Law 

and Order·. 



i 

I 

FililDJNGS OJI' FAC'l' 

L Due, timely nnd ndcqun.tc Jcr;.n.1 notice of the hen.ring ordered 

by the Minnesota Municipal Commission i;.ras posted, published, served and 

filed. 

2. The original area proposed for annexation contained approximately 

3. Upon motion by the Petitioner, Village of Sauk Rapids, 

duly made at said hearing, all of said area in the original Petition 

was dismissed from the Petition herein, except for the following two 

tracts, to-wit: 

A. The East One-half of the Southeast Quarter (E½ of SE¼) 
of Section Fourteen (14), Townshiu 36 North, Range 
Thirty-one (31) West, Benton County, Minnesota. 

B. The Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter (NW½; of NE¼; of NE¼;), Section Twenty
three (23), Township Thirty-six (36) North, Range Thirty
one (31) Wes_t, Benton County, Minnesota • 

. 4. The area above described and subject to the jurisdiction of 

the Minnesota Municipal Commission is farm la.nd and wo9d land and is 

about to become. urban or su:rburban in character. 

5. There is presently no population in the area above described. 

6. The area proposed to be. annexed is in the same sc;hool district 

as the school district of the Village of Sauk Rapids and, therefore, the 

school levy i1.1 said area will not be affected by said annexation. 

7. The Township of Sauk Rapids in which the area proposed to be 

annexed is situated, operates no sanitary sewer or water facilities and 

provides no regular fu11 time police protection and no fire protection 

other t11an that provided for by contract with the Vil;I.age of Sauk Rapids. 

The Village of Sauk Rapids has available . the foregoing services and main-

tains street maintet1ance crews and equipment. 

8. The Village of Sauk tapfds has cpnstructed water mait1$ and 

sanitary sewers :tn the vicinity of the area proposed to be annexed, the 

extep.sions and connections of which will be adequate. to serve the area 

proposed for annexation. 
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9. The expected increase in property taxes if the area is annexed 

to the Village of Sauk Rapids will be proportionate to the benefits which 

will inure to the area by reason of such annexation. 

10. 'l'he area proposed for annexation is contiguous to the Village 

of Sauk Rapids. 

11. The Village of Sauk Rapids has the ability to p1:otect the 

area proposed for annexation and the area surrounding such area in 

reference to plat controlt land development, building construction and 

zoning. 

12. The annexation of the area to the Village of Sauk Rapids 

would be in the best interests of the area and of the Village of Sauk 

Rapids. 

CONCLUSION$ OF LAW 

1.. The Minnesota Municipal Connnission duly acquired and nt>w 

has ju,:isdiction over the within proceeding, 

2. The territory propose.d for annexation, more pa1:'ticularly 

desc.tibed in Finding 3, is now or is about to become urban or suburban 

in character. 

3. Municipal government of the territory proposed for annexation 

is required to protect the public health, safety and welfare. 

4. Annexation to another adjacent municipality of all or a 

part of the territory proposed for annexation would not bette~ serve 

the interests of the residents of said terd tory. 

5~ An Order should be issued by .the Minnesota Municipal Commission 

granting the requested annexation. 

ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDER~D: 

1. That the real estate situated in the County of Benton, State 

of M:l.nnesota:, describ~d as follows be, and the same hereby is, annexed 
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to the Village of Sauk Rapid$, Minnesota, the same as if it had bel'.ln 

originally made a part thereof: 

Ao The East One-half of. the SQutheast quarter (E~ of SE¾) 
of Section Fourteen ( 14), Township 36 NoTth t Range 
Thirty--one (3t) West, Benton County, Minnesota .. 

, B., The Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter (NW¾ of NEk of NE-k), Section !\qenty .. 
three (23), Township Thirty-she (36) 1 North, Range Thirty .. 
one ( 31) West, Benton Countyt Minnesota. 

2 .. That inasmuch as there are no residents of the area in question, 

no annexation election is authorized or necessa-cy and the annexation 

herein shall be effective upon the filing of this Order pursuant to Minnesota 

Statutes Section 414.031, Subdivision 6. 

Dated this 20th day of April , 1972. 
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