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STATE OF MINNESOTA, 
COUNTY OF DAKOTA. 

DISTRICT COURT, 
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICI. 

In the matter of the application for the appointme11t of a B~ard of 
fifteen freehoMers and legal voters to frame a Charter for the C1ty of 
West St. Paul in said County. _ . 

A petition having been presented to the undersigned Judges of said 
Court for the appointment of a Board of fifteen freeholders who are and 
for -five years last past have been qualified voters in the City of West St. 
Paul in Dakota County, Minnesota, to prepare and frame a Charter 
for ~aid City of West St. Paul, in ac'corda~ce with the provisions of 
chapter nine (9) of the Revised Laws of Minnesota for the year 1905, 
_ which petition was signed by more than ten per cent of the legal voters of 
said City: _ -- . d · · b · And the undersigned having duly cons1dere such petition and emg 
of the opinion that it will be advisable and for the best interest of said 
city to appoint such board. Now, therefore, • . . -

IT IS HER.EBY ORDERED, that the prayer of said petitioners be, 
and the same is hereby granted; 

That the following named persons, who are freeholders, and who are 
artd for five years past have been qualified yoters in said City of West 
St. Paul, be and the same hereby are appomted as a board to prepare 
and frame such Charter, viz.: 

GEORGE WENTWORTH, 
HENRY G. MARTHALER, 
JOSEPH HERMANN, JR., 
E. H. ,HENNESEY, 
J. J. GAL VIN, 
JAMES HURLEY, 
AUGUST F. LEHMANN, 
JOHN KREY. 
GEORGE W. STENGER, 
JOHN B. SPERL, 
C. C. EMERSON, 
AMBROSE BILL, 
W. S. DIPPO, 
CHAS. E. RICHTER, 
GEORGE H. WILFORD. 

That each -of said persons is appointed to serve as a member of said 
board £or the term of four years from this date. 

Dated this 5th day of_ November, 1906. 
F. M. CROSBY, 
W. C. WILLISTON, 

Judges of the District Court of Dakota County, Minnesota. 
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THE CHARTER 
OF !HE 

City of West Saint Paul, 
Minnesota. 

CHAPTER I., 
CITY WARDS AND BOUNDARIES. 

· Section r. The City a Municipal Corporation. All the district of ter­
ritory in the county of Dakota contained within the limits and boundaries 
hereinafter described shall be a city of the name of "West Saint Paul," 
and .the people now inhabiting, and those who shall hereafter inhabit, 
the district of territory hereinafter described, shall be a municipal · cor­
poration by the name of West Saint Paul, and by that name shall sue and 
be sued, complain and defend in any court, make and use a common 
seal and_ alter it at pleasure and take, -hold, purchase, lease and convey 
such real, personal and mixed estate as the purpose of this· corporation 
may require within or without the limits aforesaid; shall be capable of 
contracting and being contracted with, and shall have the general powers 
possessed by municipal corporations at common law; and, in addition 
thereto, shall possess the powers hereinafter specifically granted, and the 
authorities thereof shall have perpetual succession. 

Sec. 2. Territorial Limits of City. The district of territory aforesaid 
constituting the city of West Saint Paul, and the limits and boundaries 
thereof, shall be as follows: . 

All of Sections 1mmbered seventeen (17), ei~hteen (18), nineteen (19), 
twenty (20) and the north one-half (¾) of sections twenty-nine (29) and 
thirty (30), and the southwest quarter (S. W. ¼) of southeast quarter 
(S. E. ¾) of section seven (7). All in' Township 28, north of Range 22, 
west of the Fourth principal meridian. 
. Sec. 3. City Divided into Three Wa_rds. The said city shall be divided 
mto three (3) wards, to be called the First (1st), Second (2nd) and Third 
(3rd) wards, limited and bounded as follows: 

_The First ward shall consist of the easterly three-fourths (E. ¾) of 
sections seventeen (17), twenty (20); and of the no,rth half (N. ¼) of 
section twenty-nine (29). 

.The Second ward shall embrace the westerly one-fourth (W. ¼) of 
sections seventeen (r7) and twenty (20); the west half (W. ¼) of the 
northwest quarter (N. W. ¾) of section twenty-nit1e (29); also the east­
erly one-half (E. ¼) of sections eighteen (18) and nineteen (19); the north­
east quarter (N. E. ¼) of section thirty (30), and the southwest quarter 
(S. W. ¾) ?f the southeast quarter (S. E. ¼) of section seven (7). 

The Third ward shall embrace .the west one-half (W. ¼) of sections 
eighteen (18) and nineteen (19); also the northwest quarter (N. W. ¼) 
of section thirty (~o). 

Sec. 4. City Divided Into Three Aldermanic Districts. Said city of 
Vf est Saint Paul shall be, and is hereby, divided into three (3) aldermanic 
districts, and each ward shall constitute an aldermanic district. Said 
aldermanic districts shall be numbered to correspond with the numbers 
of the wards. 
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That each of said aldermanic districts, as above d7fine~ and con­
stituted shall form a separate election precinct of said city for t~e. 
holding' of all the general elections pro;vided for under t_he laws ?f th!s 
state, and for the election of all corporate officers prov1ded for 111 tlus 

charter. .1 f "d ·t by vote Provided, however, that the common cou~c1 o sa1 c1 Y m~y, . . a 
of two-thirds (2•3) of the members-elect of said common council, dtv1de suc)-1 
of said aldermanic districts as may cont!llll over_ four hun~red. (4~0) resi­
dent electors into two (2) or more elect~on ptecmct13, of said district, arid, 
from time to time, desiguate by resolution or or~111~nce such elect~on 
districts as may be deemed necessary, as . af?resa1d, il'! order to provide 
for the convenience of electors and to prevent illegal votmg. • . 

Such districts are to be designated b:i; number or otherw!se, as said 
common council may determine, and provided further, that said ~ommon 
council may, by a two-thirds vote of all ~he !UCf!Iber~-elect_ of said body, 
change the boundaries of the aldertnamc d1stnc~s in this charter de­
fined; but sucb change shall not be made so as to mcrease the number of 
said districts. 

CHAPTER II. 
ELECTIONS; TERMS OF OFFICE, VACANCIES AND REMOVALS, 

Section 1. City Elections-When Held, The ge~eral i:ity election 
shall be held the first Tuesday after the first Monday 111 November, 190_8, 
and biennially thereafter 011 the first Tuesday after the first Monday m 
November. . . , 1 • th h ti Sec. 2. Officers to be Elected. At each general city e ect1on ere s a 
he elected a Mayor, City Justice of the Peace, one Constable and a Com­
mon Council composed of seven (7) aldermen. 

All other officers necessary for the proper management of the af­
fairs of said city, and not otherwise; provided for in this fhart~r, shall 
be appointed by the Common Council for a term co-extensive with the 
life of said Common Council. . . . . 

Sec. 3. Official Yea,;. The official year for said c1ty shall beg111 
on the first Monday after the first day of January, and the term of office 
of the Mayor City Justice of the Peace, Constable and the members of 
the Common' Council shall be two (2) years from and after the first 
Monday after the first day of January 11ext succeeding their election, _and 
until their successors shall have been duly elected and quahfiecl, Prov11ed 
that this section shaU not be operative until after the first general election 
held under the provisions of this charter. 

Sec. 4. Board of Education-Election and Te~m. Ther~ shall. be 
elected by the first Common Council at the fir$t meetmg after 1ts elect1011, 
which meeting will be held on the first Tuesday in June, l907, a Board 
of Education composed of five (5) members. The term_ of office of hyo 
(2) of said m~mbers shall extend from and after the first Tuesday 111 
June, 1907, until the nrst Monday after the first day of January, 1909,_ and 
until their respective successors shall have been duly elected and qualified. 
The term of office of three (3) of tbe members of said board shall ex­
tend from and after tbe first Tuesday of June, 1907, until the first Monday 
after the first day of January, 1911, and until their respective sttccessors 
shall have bee11 duly elected and qualified. 

At the general city election to be heh! on the first Tuesday after 
the first Monday in November, 1908, two (2) members of said Bo_ard _of 
Education shall be elected by and from the body of electors of said city 
for a term of four (4) years from and after the first Monday in January, 
1909, and until their respective successors shall ha".e been duly 71ected ~nd 
qualified; and regularly. thereafter at each succeedmg general city elechon 
there shall be elected by and from the body of electors of said city fot a 
term of four (4) years sufficient fliembers of said Board of Educatio11 to 
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succeed those members whose terms wlll expire on the first Monday after 
the first day of January succeeding such general election. 

Sec. 5. Officers-,-How Elected. The Mayor, City Justice of the l'eace, 
one Alderman, one Constable and members of the Board of Education 
shall be elected by and from the body of electors of said city, and two (2) 
aldermen shall be elected by and from the electors of each ward respective­
ly: Provided that in the first instance the one alderman to be elected 
from the body of electors of the entire city shall be elected by the Com­
mon Council at its first meeting in June, 1907, and thereafter such alder-
man shall be elected as herein provided. . 

Sec. 6. Members of Common Council-Qualifications. Every alder­
man at the time of his election shall be, and during his term of office 
shall remain, a qualified elector and resident · of the ward by which he 
was elected, and no alderman shall, during the term of office for which 
he was elected, hold any other city office. . . 

Sec. 7. Notice of Election-By the City Clerk. The City Clerk at 
least fifteen (15) days before the holding of any general city election, and 
twenty (20) days before the holding of any special city election> shall 
give public notice of the time and place of holding such electi011, and 
the hours during which the polls will be open, by posth1g in three (3) 
public places in every election district a notice, containing a list of the 
cfficers to, be elected at such election, one of which 11oticcs shall be posted 
at the place of holding the election; provided that failure of the City 
Clerk to give such notice shall not invalidate an election. 

Sec. 8. Election Districts. Election district& shall be formed withitt 
the boundaries of the respective watds by the Common Council, pur­
suant to and in conformity with the laws of the state regarding elections. 

Sec. 9. General Laws Apply-Canvass. All general laws of the State 
of Minnesota relating to elections, and prelimi11aries thereto, shall, so far 
as applicable, apply to and. govern all elections under the charter, and are 
hereby adopted as a part of this charter the same as if herein specifically 
enacted. , 

Within two (2) weeks after any election under this charter cite 
i:ommon Council shall meet and proceed to ca11vass the returns of such 
election, and declare the result as it appears from such returns, and the 
City Clerk shall forthwith give notice fo the officers elected of their re­
spective elections. 

Sec. 10. Special Elections. Special city elections for any purpose, and 
aU preliminaries thereto•, shall be held and conducted and the returns 
thereof shall be made and ca11vassed in the same manner as in the case 
of general city elections. The Common Council may by resolution adopted 
by the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2-3) of the members elect, order a 
special election of the voters of the city, and provide for holding the 
same. The purpose of such special election shall be clearly stated in 
such resolution, and no other matter shall be submitted thereat, 

Sec. 11. Plurality Vote and Tie Vote. In elections by the people 
the plurality of votes shall constitute an election. When in elections by 
the people two or more persons shall receive an equal number of votes 
for the same office the .election shall be determined by the casting of 
lots in the presence of the Common Council, at such time and in such man­
ner as it shall direct. 

Sec. 12. New Election-When.; Should there be a failure by the 
people to elect any officer herein required to be elected by the people 011 
the day designated, the Common Council shall orde'i• ·a new election to be 

• held, twenty (20) days' notice of the time of holding the electiot;t being 
first given, 

Sec. 13. Vacancies. Any officer removing frntn the city, ward or 
district for which he was elected, or any officer who shall neglect or refuse 
for ten (ro) days after notice of his election or appointment to qualify 
and to enter upon the discharge of the duties of his office, shall be as-
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sumed to have vacated bi!il office, and the Common Council shall proceed 
to fill the vacancy. as herein prescribed. . . 

Sec. 14. Removal £ram Office. Any person appointed to an office 
by the Common Council, or elected :to any offic_e by the people, may_ be 
removed from such office by the Common Council by a vote of two-thirds 
(2;.3) of the members-elect, but any offie:er elected by the people shall 
not be removed except for cause1 nor until such officer shall have. a re~­
sonable opportunity to be h~ard in his defense. The, Common Council 
shall have power to fix a time and place for the trial of such officer, 
of which not· tess than ten (lo) days' notice sh.all be given, and. to com­
pel the attendance of witnesses and the production of papers, and to hear . 
and determine the case; and if such officer shall neglect to appear and 
answer to such charge, the Common Council, by the aforesaid vote, may 
declare the office vacant. . . 

Sec. 15. Vacancies-When the Common Council Shall Fill. Whenever 
a vacancy .shall occur 1n the office of any officer elected by the peopl~, 
such vacancy shall be ~lled by. the appoin_tment by the <;om.man Council 
until the next general city election; excepting that vacancies xn the Board 
of Education shall be filled by the appointment of the said Board. 

CHAPTER III. 
CITY OFFICERS, THEIR GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES. 
Section I, Oaths of Office. Every. person elected or appoin_ted to 

any office under this charter shall, before he enters upon the duties of 
his office, take and subscribe to an oath of office and file the same, duly 
certified by the officer taking the same, with the City Clerk; and such 
officers of said city as the Common Council may direct sha11 severally, 
before they enter upon the duties of t11eir respectiv_e offices, execµte to 
the City of West St. Paul a surety bond, said bond to contain such penal 
sum and such conditions as the Common Council may deem proper and 
they may from time to time reqtiire new or additional bonds, and remove 
from office any officer neglecting or refusing to give the same. 

Sec. 2. Duties of Mayor. The Mayor shall he ex-officio a member 
of the Common Council and President of the same, but 'shall have no vote 
except in case of a tie. He shall take care that the laws of the state 
and the ordinances of the city are duly observed and enforced, and that 
all executive officers of the city discharge their respective duties. He 
shall from time to time give the Common Council such information, and 
recommend such measures as he may deem advantageous to the city. All 
ordinances and resolutions shall, before they .take effect> be presented 
to the Mayor, and if he approves thereof he shall sign the same; such 
as he shall not· sign he shall return to the Common Council with his ob­
jections thereto by depositing the same wjth the City Clerk to be pre­
sented to the Common Council at their next regular meeting thereafter. 

Upon the return of any ordinances or resolution by the Mayor without 
his signature the vote by which the same was passed shall be reconsidered, 
aJJd if after such reconsideration the Common Council shall pass the same 
by a vote of. two-thirds (2-3) of the members-elect, it shall have the same 
effect as if approved.by the Mayor; and in such case the votes shall be by 
yeas and nays, and shall be entered by the City Clerk of record. 

If any ordinances or resoltttio11 shall not be returned by the Mayor 
withJn five (5) days (Sttndays excepted) a£ter it shall have been presented 

. to him, the same shall have the same effect as if approved by him. 
Sec, 3, Vice-Pre$ident of the Common Council. At the first meet­

ing of the Common Council after tl1eir election they shall proceed to elect, 
by ballot, from their number, a vice-president, and during the absence of 
the. Mayor _from the ci.ty, 9r his it:ability for any :ea.son to discharge the 
d!,tttes of 111s office, said vice-president shall exerctse all the powers, and 
discharge all the duties, of the ,Mayor. 
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In case the Mayor shall be absent from any meeting of the Common 

Council, the vice"presidenl shall act as presiding officer for the time being, 
and shall discharge the duties of .such president, and act in his place. The 
vice-president or temporary presiding officer, while presiding over the 
Common Council or performing the· duties. of· Mayor, shall be styled 
"Acting Mayor," and acts performed by either, when acting as Mayor, 
shall have the same force and validity as if performed by the Mayor. 

Sec. · 4, City Clerk-Powers and Duties. There shall be a Clerk of 
said city styled the City Clerk, who shall be elected by the Common 
Council, and in. addition to his duties as City Clerk he shall exercise the 
functions of City Comptroller. 

Be shall keep the corporate seal, and all papers and recor~s of the 
city, a copy and record of the proceedings of the Common Council at 
whose meeting he shall attend; copies of all papers filed in his office; and 
transcripts from the records of the Common Council, certified by him un­
der the corporate seal, shall be evidence in all courts as if the origlnals 
were produced. 

He shall draw and countersign all orders on: the trec1surer in pur­
suance of any order or resolution 0£ the Common Council, and keep a full 
and accurate account thereof in books provided for that purpose. -

The clerk shall have the power to administer oaths and affirmations 
and take the acknowledgments of deeds and other instruments. 

Sec. 5, City Clerk to Submit Report of Financial Condition of the City. 
The City Clerk shall annually submit to the Commoi1 Council at their 
first stated meeting in Ja:tmary, an itemized report of the finai1cia1 condi­
tion of the city; he shall make a list of all outstanding city bonds, to whom 
issued, for what purpose, when and where payable and the rate of intetest 
they respectively bear, and to recommend such action to the Common 
Council as will secure the prompt payment of the principal and interest 
of such bonds; He shall also submit to said Common Council at their 
first meeting in each month a synoptical report of the fi11ancial co11dition 
of the city. . 

Sec. 6. City Clerk to Report Estimate of Expense. He shall report 
annually on or before the first meeting in September to the Common Coun­
cil an estimate of the expenses of the city, and likewise the revenue neces­
sary to be raised for the current year, and the fi$cal year which shall com­
mence the first day of January of each year. It shall be the duty of the City 
Clerk to keep regular books of accoun.t in which he shall enter all indebt­
edness of the city, and which at all times shall show the precise financial 
condition of the city; the amount of bonds, orders and 9,ther evidences of 
indebtedness issued by the Common Council; the amount of all bonds, 
etc., which have been redeemed, and the amount of each outstanding; to 
countersign all bonds, orders, ot other evidences of indebtedness of the 
city, and to keep exact accounts thereof, stating to whom and for what 
purpose issued; to keep accounts- of all th~ receiving and disbursing officers 
of the said city, showing the amount wluch thev have received from all 
the ,different sources of revenue, and the amount which they have dis~ 
bursed under the direction of the Common Council. 

Sec. 7. City Clerk Shall not Countersign any Contracts-When. If on 
or before the first day of any month, the amount expended, or to be 
expended, chargeable to any special funds (adding thereto the current 
expenses estimated for the remainder of the fiscal year and chargeable 
to such fund) shall be equal to three-fourths (¼) of the taxes authorized 
to be raised or revenue estimated for such fund, he shall at once report 
the same to the Common Council, and he shall not countersign any con­
tracts chargeable to such fttnd until the amottnt of taxes actually col­
lected be ascertained; and during the remainder o,£ tlJe fiscal year h'e shall 
not countersign· any contract the expenses 0£ winch shall exceed the 
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1:evenue actually collected for the funds to which such expenses are prop-
erly charge;i,ble, except as herein otherwise provided. . · 

Bee. 8, City Clerk. shall Examine Books and Accounts of City Treas­
. urer, Fie shall examine the reports, books, papers, vouchers and the ac­
counts 0£ the treasurer, and from time to time shall perform such other 
duties as the Common Council may direct. 

Sec. 9, City Clerk Shall Have Access to Reports, Books, etc., of Treas­
urer. He shall at all times have access to the said reports, books, papers, 
vouchers and accounts and shall assist the Treasurer in carrying out the 
provisions of chapter five (5) of this charter. 

· All claims and demands against the city, before they are allowed by 
the Common Council, shall be audited and adjusted by the clerk, and all 
orders on the treasurer shal1 be signed by him before they are delivered. 

Sec. Io. City Clerk to Designate Funds out of Which Claims are to be 
Paid. It· shall be the duty of the City Clerk in auditing and adjusting ac­
counts and .claims against the city, to designate and specify upon each 
claim, demand or account so audited and adjusted, the particular fund out 
of which the same shall be paid, and the same shall not be audited or 
adjusted by him, or reported to the Common Council, until there shall 
be sufficient funds to the credit . of the particular fund out of which the 
same is payable,. to pay the same as well as all other claims before that 
audited and allowed against such fond. 
. . Sec. II. City Clerk to Keep Rec<;>rd of His Of!icial Acts, The City 

- Clerk shall keep a record of all hts official acts and domgs, and keep a book 
with . an index thereto, in which · he shall enter all contracts, which 
r~cords shaU be open to the inspection of all parties interested, He shall 
gl'Ve such bonds as the Common Council may require; and the same shall 
be conditioned for t1!e :faithful perf?tmance of all the duties required by 
chapter five (5) of this charter, relating to the treasury department. 
. Sec:. r2. City Treasurflr-General Powers and Duties. The City Treas­
~rer shall receive all moneys belonging to said city, including all taxes, 
hcense moneys and fines and other revenues of said city, and keep an ac~ 
curate and detailed account thereof in -such manner as to show the exact 
financial condition of said city. , He shall exhibit to the Common Cottncil 
at the:first meeting in January and as often as the said Common Council or 
the Fin~nce Committee thereof may require, a full and detailed account of 
all recetp~s and ~penditures since the date of his last annual report, or £or 
any required period, and also the state of the City Treasury- which 
accounts shall be filed with the Clerk ' 

He shall give such bond as tJ1e Common Council may require and the 
same .shall be conditioned on the faithful performance of all duties' imposed 
b:i: this charter a~d particttlarly the duties required by chapter five (5) of 
this charter, relatr.ng t_o the treasury department, 

No fonds of the city shall be loaned by the treasurer to any city officer 
or other p~rsoi:i, or oth~rwise disposed of, except in accordance with law, ' 
. k'-ny v10lation of th.is provision shall be a misdemeanor, punishable by 
m1pr_1sonment for a period not exceeding one (r) year, or by a fine not ex­
ceedmg one thousand dollars ($1,000) or both, in the discretion of the cuurt. 
~ At the. first meeting of the Cominon Council in each month tl1e treas­

urer shall report the ammtnt of city fonds under his control 'and where 
placed or deposited. ' 

All money received by the city treasurer by virtue 0£ his office as sttch 
treasurer (exc~pt the mo~ey belonging to tlre Board of Education, which 
shall be d_epos1ted as reqmred by law) shall be deposited <laily by said city 
treasurer m .one (r) or mo<re designated national banks; such bank or banks 

. shall be designated by the common council of the City of West St. Paul. 
. Sec. 13. T~e ~ity Attorney. The City Attorney shall be a person ad­

n!itted t~ practice 111 all courts of this state at least two (2) years prior to 
his elect10n, and shall be the legal advisor of all officers of said city upon 

.. 

9 
all subjects arising by virtue of this charter, and ordinances adopted in ac­
cordance therewith. He shall attend and prosecute or defend all suits, 
actions or proceedings, either civil or criminal, for or on behalf of said 
city, or the Board of Education thereof, or in which the city or Board of 
Education may be a party. He shall when required furnish written opinion 
Upon any subject submitted to him by the Common Council .or any of its 
committees, or by the Mayor, or any board created by this charter, attend 
the meeting of the Common Council, and draw all contracts between said 
city and other parties, and such other legal instruments and papers as may 
be required in connection with the administration of city affairs, and to per­
form such other professional services as shall properly pertain to his office. 

Sec. t4. Assessot-GeMral Powers artd Duties. The Assessor shall at the 
time of his election be a resident and qualified voter of said city. He shall 
have and possess all the authority, rights, powers and duties of assessors un­
der. the general laws of this State, excepting as hereinafter provided and 
qualified. In case of his inability to perform the duties 0£ his office, from any 
cause whatever, the common council shall appoint an assistant; to serve until 
such disability shall be removed; and such assistant shall have all the powers, 
and perform all the duties which are by law imposed upon his principal, 
and shall receive, from the salary of his principal, all the compensation he 
shall be entitled to for such service, which shall be at the same rate as his 
principal. Said Assessor shall, whenever the Common Council shall so 
determine, make and return a census of the population of the city, in a 
manner and £or111 prescribed by said Common Council. 

Sec. rs. City Justice anu Constable-General Powers and Duties. 
The city justice and constable of said city sl1all have and possess all the 
rights, powers, and authority of justices of the peace and constable re­
spectively under the general laws of this State, and in addition thereto the 
city justice of said city shall have sole and exclusive jurisdiction of all 
suits, prosecutions, or proceedings for any violation of any o·rdinance, 
by-law or regulation of said city, or for the 11ecovery of any fine, forfeiture 
or penalty under any such ordinance, by-law or regulation; and shall also 
have exclusive jurisdiction of all actions, suits and prosecutions for any vio­
lation of this Charter which are or may be within the jurisdiction of justices 
of the peace ttnder the laws of this State. 

Sec. 16. Violations of Ordinances-How Prosecuted. All prosecutions 
for any violation of any such ordinance, by-law or regulation, or for the re­
covery of any. such fine, penalty and forfeiture shall be commenced and 
prosecuted in the name of the "City 0£ West St, Paul," and the same pro­
ceedings shall be had as are or may be provided bv law in civil or criminal 
cases tried before Justices of the Peace, except as herein otherwise provided. 

Sec. r7. Disposition of Firtes, All fines imposed or collected in such 
cases, for any such violatio-11 and also all fines imposed or collected in any ac­
tion, proceeding or prosecution tried before any such justice for any violation 
of law committed within said city, shaU accrue to the benefit of said city, 
and be paid into the treasury tltereof. 

Sec. r8. City Justice to Proceed Upon Complaint. The city justice 
shall upon complaint 1uade, proceed to hear and dispose of in a summary 
manner, all suits, prosecutions and proceedings brought before him for 
any violation of any ordinance, by-law or regulation of said city, or the 
common council thereof. 

All prosecutions for any viola;tion of t?is ~barter or _for the violation of, 
any ordinance, by-law or regulation of said city, or police or health regu­
lation of said city, shall be commenced by warrant, and upon complaint 
being made as required by law in criminal cases before justices of the peace . 

Provided that no warrant shall be required in any case of arrest of any 
person made' while in the act of ,,iolatirtg any law of the State of Min-
11esota, or ordinance by-law or regulation of said city; but in such cases a 
complaint s11all be 1-:iade after arrest which the city justice shall reduce to 
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writing, and the party arrested shall be required to plead thereto as to a 
warrant in other cases, and the person or persons so arrested may be 
proceeded against in the same manner as if the arrest had been made 
upon a warrant. · 

Sec; Ig. · Form of Process. · All process issued by the city justice of 
said city for the violation of any ordinance, by-law, or regulation of said 
city or any police or health regulation of said city, shall be in the name of 
the "City of West St, Paul," and shall be directed to the Chief of Police 
or to arty police officer or constable of said city. 

Sec. 20. In Default of Payment of Fine, Offender to be Imprisoned. 
In. all .cases of the jmposition of any fine or penalty by the city justice of 
s~1d city, £or th.t violation of any ordinance, bv-law or regulation of said 
c1ty, the. offender shall forthwith be committed to the city prison of said 
city, or 1£ ther~ be .no such prison, to the comm~n jail of Dakota County, 
a!ld th.ere be lillJ?rIS<_)lled for a term. not e.."<ceedmg three months, in the 
discretion ?f the Justice, unless the satd fine or penalty be sooner p,1id, and 
f~om the time of arrest of any person for any offense whatever until the 
tune of his trial, he may be imprisoned in said city prison or in 'case there 
be no, such prison, then in the common jail of Dakota cdunty. 

. ~ec, 21. , Cit;v Justice to Re_ceive Certain Fees from County. The City 
Justice of said city shall be entitled to receive from the Countv of Dakota 
such fees in criminal cases prosecuted in the name of the State of Min­
nesota, as are or may be allowed to other justices of the peace for similar 
!er.vices, and for servic;f rendered in cases prosecuted in the name of ilie 

City of West ?t. Paul,. · such fees as shall be allowed by law, 
. Sec. 2:i. Ct~ Justice Ma:y Require Complaining Witness to Secute 

Costs. In _all act10ns before said city justice of said city for the violation 
of any prdmanc~, b;y-law or regulation of said city, or any police or health 
regi1lafaon 0£sa1d city, c9mm.enced up9n !he complaint of any person other 
th.an . some '!fficer of. said . city, the Justice may requiri; the complaining 
witness. to give security for costs to the satisfaction of said justice in a 
sum ~10t }ess than ten d?llars, and t~e cost taxed ~Y the justice against 
the . city m any such act10n, prosecut10n or proceedmgs shall in 110 case 
exceed the sum of ten dollars. 

Sec. 23, ,In <;:ase of Failure to Convict-Payment of Costs, Whenever 
q:re accuse.d 1s. tried for the violation of any ordinance, by-law or regula­
tion _of said city, o~ any \lolice or h~alth regulation. of said city, shall be 
~cqu~tted, he .shall 1mmed1ately be discharged; and 1f the justice certifies 
m lns docket that the complaint was willful and malicious and without 
probable cause, h~ shall enter judgment against complainant' for the costs 
of .such prosecution, :J.nd execution may issue therefor, or such com­
pl:1mant may be com!J11tted to jail until such costs are paid, or ttntil other­
"'.lse released acc9rd1ng to law, and in case he be so committed and· be 
d!scharged, exe'?utlon may issue and such judgment be collected after such 
d1schar_ge; provided, that in no case shall any judgment for costs be enter­
ed against any officer of said city who as such may make such complaint. 

Sec. 24. ,Offender to J?ay -~osts if _Convicted, Whenever any person 
shall be conv1~ted of a1;1y ':1olat1on of th1s charter, or of any ordinance, by­
!aw or. r_egulat1on of said city, or of any health or police regulation thereof 
m addition .to the penalty prescribed, he shall be adjudged to pay all th~ 
costs and disbursements (!f prosecution, and in default of such payment of 
sucp fi~e and costs. ~

1
nd disbursements, shall be imprisoned in the city jail, 

or m t e comm.on Jai of Dakota county, not exceeding three months An 
person so co11y1c.ted may appeal to the district court in like manne; as i~ 
case of a conv1~tton under the general laws of this State. 

~ec. 25. City Justice to Report. The city justice shall at the first 
n:eetil?g of the Commo_n Council in each month, report to the common coun­
c1i !1 t1s;h of ~\1 P:0 c.eedmgs instituted before him in the name of the city or 
w 1c e c1 Y 1s m any manner interested, and shall at the same time 
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account for, and pay over to the city treasurer, aU fines, penalties and costs 
collected, which may by law accrue to said city, and also file with him such 
reports and take the receipt of said treasurer for the moneys so paid him. 

Sec. 26. Vacancy in Office of Justice-How Filled. Whenever a vacancy 
shall occur in the office of the city justice che common co,uncil shall have 
the power to fill such vacancy by appointment for the unexpfred term 
thereof. · 

Sec. 27. Fees of Constable. The constable of said city shall be en­
titled to the same fees as like officers in towns receive for similar services 

" under the laws of this State, · 
Sec. 28. City Engineer-General Powers and Duties. The city engineer 

shall hold his office during the pleasure of the common council, who shall 
prescribe his duties and fix the fees or compensation for any service per­
formed by him; all surveys, profiles, plans or estimates made by him fo1• 
the city .shall be the property of the city, and shall be carefully preserved 
in the office of the city clerk open to the inspection of the parties interested. 

Sec. 29. Street Commissioner-General Powers and Duties. It· shall 
be the duty o,f the street co1nmissioner to render his personal services and 
perform labor in repairing the streets of said city, and to superintend all 
work and improvements, and carry into effect all orders of the common 
council in relation to work and improvements upon the streets and public 
grounds of the city. He shall keep accurate accounts of all moneys receiv­
ed by him and of all moneys expended in the discharge of his duties. l!e 
shall also keep a record of the number of men employed and for what time, 
and of all supplies ordered and. for what used, and render monthly report 
thereof to the common council, or oftener, if required. -

Sec. 30. Successors in Office, If any person having been an officer 
in. said city shall rtot within ten (10) days after notification and request, 
deliver to his successo•r in office all property, books, papers and effects, of 
every description in his possession,. belonging to said city, or pertaining 
to the office 11e may have held, he shall forfeit and pay to the use of said 
city one thousand dollars ($r,ooo) besides all damages caused by his ne­
glect or refusal so to deliver; and such successor may recover the p0•S!ieS• 
sion of such books, papers and effects in the manner prescribed by the laws 
of this state. 

Sec. 31. City Officers Exempt from Jury Service, The Mayor, City 
Clerk, City Treasurer and members of the Common Council shall be ex­
empt from serving on jury during their term of office. 

Sec. 32. Common Council May Require Additional Duties of Any 
Officer. The Common Council shall have power at any time to require 
other and further ditties to be performed by any officer whose duties are 
l1erein prescribed, not foconsistent with this charter, and to appoint such 
other officers as may be necessary,. to carry into effect the provisions of 
this charter, and to prescribe their duties ttnless herein otherwise provided 
for, 1mt no officer elected or appointed by the Common Council, or ap­
pointed by the Mayor, as herein prescribed, shall be appointed for a longer 
term. than two (2) years nor for a term longer than the remaining tmex­
pired term of the Common Council electing such officer, and until his 
successor is duly elected or appointed and qualified, except as provided 
for in this charter. 

The Common Council shall also have the power, unless herein other-
wise provided, to fix the compensation of all officers elected or appointed 
under this charter. Such compensation shall be fixed by resolution at the 
time the office is created or at the commencement of the term, a11cl shall 
not be diminished during said term. 

Sec. 33. Salaries to be Paid .. For the faithful discharge of the duties 
of their respective offices, the following named City Officers and employes 
of the City of West St. Paul shall receive per annum, payable in monthly 
installments out of the City Treasury, the salaries herein specified. The 
Mayor, $too.oo; each Alderman, $2.,.00. Tl1e s11,laries of the following 
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officers siial! be fix:ed by the Common Council, but in no event shall they 
exceed the amount herein specified: City Clerk, $600.00; Treasurer, $500.00; 
Assessor, $200.00. . 

The salaries of such other City Officers•and employes as are not herein 
determined shall be fixed by the Common Council at the beginning of the 
term of· office or service of· such officer or employe. 

. CHAPTER IV. 
THE COMMON COUNCIL, ITS GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES. 

Section 1. The Aldermen with Mayor to Constitute the Common Coun­
cil. The aldermen with the mayor shall constitute the Common Council· 
and the style of all ordinauces shall be: "The Common Council of the 
City of West Saint Paul do Ordain," etc. 

The Common Council shall meet at least once in each month at such 
time and plai;e as it by resolution may direct. A majority of the aldermen 
shall constitute a qtiorum. 

Sec, .2. Meetings. The Common Council shall hold stated meetings, 
and the Mayor may caHspecial meetings by notice mailed to, each of the 
members, or delivered personally or left at their usual place of abode. 

The Common Council shall be the judge of the election and qualifi­
cation of any officer of said city, excepting members of Board of Edu­
cation, and in such cases shall have po,wer to send for persons and papers, 
and also determine the rules .. of its own proceedings, and have power to 
compel the attendance of ab•~ent members, 

Sec. 3. · Majority to Constitute a Quorum. A majority of the Common 
Council shall constitute a quorum to, transact business, but a smailer 
number may adjourn from time to time and compel the attendance of the 
absent niembers under such terms and m1der such penalties as it may pro­
vide. The Common Council may determine the rules of its proceedings 
not inconsistent with the laws of this state and this charter, sit upon its 
own adjournment and punish its members for disorderly behavior. 

Sec. 4. Negative Votes--When Recorded. The Common Council 
shall keep a journal of its proceedings and the yeas and nays when taken 
on any question shall he entered on such journals. Any member of the 
Common Council who,, being present when his name is called, fails to vote 
?Pon any pending proposition, in a tone plainly understood by the presid­
mg officer, shall be counted as having voted in the negative 011 said 
pending proposition. · 

. §ec. 5, Ordinances, etc,_;Majority Vote-Two-thirds Vote on Appro­
priations of Money. No resolution order or ordinance shall be valid or 
operative to bind the City of West St. Paul, unless it shall have passed 
the Common Council by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members 

. presen~ by ayes and 11oes. No appropriation of money, or resolution, order 
or ordmanc~ for the pa_yment of money or creating any pecuniary liability, 
shall be valid or operative unless it shall have passed said Common Council 
by a vote of two-thirds of all the members taken by ayes and noes, and 
entered upon the .record of the proceedings of the Common Council. 

S~c, 6. P!-1bhcation of Ordinances, etc. The Common Council shall 
prescribe. the ti.me, place and manner in which the record of its proceedings 
and public notices sha~l be published and every order, resolution or ordi­
nance shalt he so published before the same shall be i!1 force and shall be 
recorded by ,the city c~erk in books to be provided for that purpose, They 
shall be. admitted as evidence in any court of the state without further proof. 
Resolu~10ns may be published with the elates of their approval without 
appendmg thereto the signatures. 

Sec. 7- General Powers of Council, The Common Council shall have 
~he management. ~nd control of the property and finances of the city sub­
Je~t to the prov1S1f!ns .of this charter, and shall have the power to appro­
prt~te moner for city ,Purposes only; and shall likewise, in addition to the 
powers herein vested 111 them, and subject to the provisions of this charter, 
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have full Power and authority to make, enact, ordain, establish, enforce, 
alter, modify, amend and repeal ~11 such ordinan~es, rule~ and by-laws for 
the good government of the city, the protection. of its . propertY,', the 
preservation of peace and good order, the suppression of v1ce and mtem­
perance, • the prevention of crime, the ~enefit of tt:ide _and commerce, t~e 
preservation of health and the prevention and ext10gu1shment of fires; 1t 
shall have the power to establish and maintain a dty _prison and watch­
hottses · for the imprisonment, custody and safe keeping of all persons 
arrested for or. charged with any offense whatever cognizable. before the 
City Justice; to make all rules and regulations for the government and 
manaaement of such prison and watchhouses, to appomt keepers and other 
offite;s for the same, and prescribe their duties and fix their compensation; 
the keepers of such prison and watchhouses shall have and possess. all the 
powers and authority of jailers at comn:~011 law or by the laws of this, state: 

Sec. 8. Specific Powers of Council. ]!or the purpos.e aforesaid the 
Common Council shall have authority by ordmartces, resolutions or by-laws: 

FIRST. Gambling. to prevei:t and prohibit al} descriptions ?f g~mbling 
and fraudulent devices and practices, and all P,lay111:g o! cards, dice or ot~er 

• games of chance for t.he purpose of gaming m said citv, and ~o authorize 
the destrnction of all mstruments used for the purpose. o·f gammg. 

SECOND. Liquor Licenses. To prevent and p_rohibi~ ;i.ny person from 
giving or dealing in spirituous, fermented, malt or _vmous ltquors unles~ duly 
licensed by the Common Council, and to determme the amount of license 
fees. .. . . d l t h . THIRD. Liquor Licenses. ,To ltcen;ie a~ regu_ ate, .excep as .. ere1n-
after provided, all persons v.endmg, dealmg Ill or ~1spos~ng of spmtuou~, 
vinous, malt or fermented liquors and all places m which the same are 
vended, dealt. in or disposed of. . . 

FOURTH. Disorderly Assemblages. To preve~t an~ p~oh1b1t any 
riots noise disturbance and disorderly assemblages 111 said city, and to 
pres;rve qu'iet and order in said city; 

FIFTH. Disorderly Houses: To prohibit and suppress disorderly 
houses, groggeries or houses of 111 fame. . . . . 

SIXTH. Encumbrances in Streets. To preve~t and proh1b1t the en­
cumbering of s~reets, sidewalks, lanes, alleys, public grounds or wharves 
with any materials or substances 'Y~atever. . . . . 

SEVENTH. Immoderate Dnvmg. To prevent and proh1b1t horse­
racing, immoderate risling or dr.ivil}g in the streets, and ~o. compel pers~ms 
to, fasten their horses or other animals attached to vehicles or otherwise, 
while standing in the streets. . .• 

EIGHTH. Firearms and Fireworks. To prevent and P.r'?h1b1t the 
shooting of firearms or firecrackers, and t_? prevent and P:ol11b1t the ex­
hibition of any fireworks in any pla.ce which may be consid~red by the 
Common Council dangerous to the city or any property therem o•r annoy-
ing to any citizens thereof. . . . 

NINTH. Concealed Weapons. To prevent and proh1b1t the carrying 
or wearing, concealed by any person, any dangerous or deadly weapons and 
to pro,vide for the confiscat10n thereof. . . • 

TENTH. Drunkenness. To p~event and prohibit open or notorious 
drunkenness and obscenity in said city. . . 

ELEVENTH. Unwholesome .~ubstances .. To P.reyent f1lld.proh1b1t 
any . person from bringing, depos1tm_g or havmg withm said city any 
putrid un-sound or u11:wholesome ammal or vegetable substance, and to 
reqttir~ the removal of the same by any per~on who ~hall have any such 
substance upon his premises, or who shall _bnng, deposit or have the same 
within said city, and to authorize, upon failure to so remove, the removal 
thereof by some competent officer at th~ expens_e _of such person. . 

TWELFTH. Nuisances. To prevent, prohibit, remove and abate an.r 
nuisance, obstruction or encr9achment upon the streets, alleys, public 
grounds ancl highways of the city. 
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THIRTEENTH. '.aoards of Health, Hospitals, Burial of Dead, etc. 

To establish and to regulate Boards of Health, provide and regulate hos­
pitals and hospital grounds, to provide for the registration of births and 
deaths and the returns of the bills of mortality, and to regulate or prevent 
the burial of the dead within the city limits artd within the circuit· of one 
(1) mile beyond the same. 

FOURTEENTH. Watchmen. To provide for watchmen and to pre­
scribe their number and duties, and to regulate the same; and to create and 
establish the police of said city and to prescribe the number of police 
officers and their duties, and to regulate the same. 

FJFTEENTR Public Health and Safety .. To prevent, prohibit and 
abate any nuisance injurious to the public health or safety, and to do all 
acts and make all regulations which may be necessary or expedient for 
the preservation of health and the suppression of disease, and to prevent 
the intro<luction · of contagious diseases into the city, and to make and 
enforce quarantine laws. The jurisdiction of said city shall extend to and 
be in force oYer any lands. within the County of Dakota purchased or used 
by said city for the purpose of a quarantine, for police and sanitary regula­
tions; and for the preservation of the health of said city and the sup­
pression of disease and abatement of public nuisances and the sup­
pression of any business contrary to the sanitary regulations of the Com­
mon Council or the Board of Health, the jurisdiction of said city shall 
extend for a circuit of one mil.e beyond the present or any future limits 
of said city. 

SIXTEENTH. ~ontagious Diseases. To prevent, prohibit, control 
and regulate the landing and conveyance of persons from railroad trains, 
boats, vessels and other conveyancei:i who are affected with contagious or 
infectious diseases or disorders, and to make disposition of such persons 
as to preserve the health of the city. 

SEVENTEENTH. Vagrants, etc. To prohibit, restrain and punish va­
grants, mendicants, street beggars and prostitutes. 

EIGHTE~NTH. Paupers, etc. To prevent, prohibit, control and reg­
u!afe t~e land1_ng ~nd conveya1;1ce of paupers and persons in destitute con­
dition mto said city, not havmg a legal settlement or residence therein 
by any. railroad train, boat or vessel or other means of conveyance, and 
to. require that such persons shall be taken back to. the place from whence 
they ~ay ~av1:: been brought by the person or persons coiweying or leaving 
them 111 said city. 

NJNETEEN'fH. Anitna1s Running at Large. To prevent, prohibit and 
restram ~he runnmg at larg~ of hors.es, ~a~tle, swine, sheep, poultry and 
0th.er ammals, aryd to authorize the d1strammg and sale of the same and 
t? impose pen~lties on the owners of such animals for yjolation of the or­
dmances; provided, that when a sale of such animals shall be made the 
procee,d~ thereof, 11:fter deducting the expenses of distraining, keeping, 
advertismg, and _sell~ng such animals, shall be deposited in the office of the 
Treasurer of said city, for. the use and benefit of the owners thereof if 
called for by such owner within one year from the day o.f such sale. ' 

TWENTIETJf. Driving on Sidewalks. To prevent and prohibit 
all p~rsons from riding or driving any ox, mule, cattle or other animal on 
the s1d~walks or other public grounds or property in said city, or in any 
way domg any damage to such sidewalks, grounds or property. 

TWENTY-FIRS1:, Treatment of Animals;. To re.str.ain and regu­
late the pennmg, herdmg and treatment of aU animals w1thm the city. 

TWENTY-~E~OND: Unsafe Building~. To ~emove or require to be 
removed any butldmg wluch by reason of d1lap1dat1on, defects in structure 
or other cai:ses, may have. or shall become dangerous to life or property, 
a1:d to provide for the Pttntshment of all persons who shall cau:se or main­
tam the same. A statement of the expenses of such removal, specifying 

l.( 
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the lots or parcels of land uoon which it was incurred, shall be filed by 
the City Clerk in the office of the Re~ist~r of Deeds <?f t~e County of 
Dakota, and shall thereupon become a hen m favor of said city upon such 
lo,t or parcel of land. The amount of such expense may be recovered by 
said city against the owner or owners of said lot or parcel of land and 
the lien be enforced in a civil action in any court of competent jurisdic­
tion; provided that such statement shall be filed within three months after 
such expense has been incurred by said city, and that if suit shall not be 
brought as aforesaid to enforce said lien within 011e year thereafter, the 
same shall abate, and provided further, that said lien shall not obtain before 
the filing thereof against a bona fide purc1rnser without notice of such 
expenditures. 

TWENTY-THIRD. Theatres, Circuses, etc. To license and regu­
late the exhibition of common showmen and shows o.f all kinds, and the 
exhibition of caravans, circuses, concerts and theatrical performances. 

TWENTY-FOURTH. Billiard Tables, etc. To license and regulate 
billiard tables, pool tables, nine or ten-pin alleys, and other similar devices, 
the proprietors and keepers thereof and the places in which the same may 
be used or maintained. 

TWENTY-FIFTH. Hotels, etc. To license and regulate hotels, tav­
erns, restaurants and victualing houses. 

TWENTY-SIXTH. Pawnbrokers, etc. Ta define,. license and reg­
ulate pawnbrokers, and intelligence and employment offices and agents, and 
shall have power to compel such pawnbrokers, intelligence and employ­
ment agents and the persons conducting such intelligence and employment 
offices to give bond with such sureties as the said Common Co,uncil 
may provide in a sum not to exceed five thousand dollars, conditioned for 
the payment of any and all damages which any person may sustain by 
reason of the improper or wrongful acts o,r omissions of such pawnbrokers 
or intelligence or employment agents in such capacity or by reason of any 
false informatio11 given by such agent, and any person injured by any act 
of such improper or wrongful acts or omissions or false information may 
sustain an action on such bond against such pawnbroker or agent and said 
sureties, in any court having jurisdiction thereof. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH. Auctioneers. To define, license, and regulate 
auctioneers and to regulate the time and place and manner of holding 
public auctions or vendues. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH. Peddlers, Ticket Brokers, Hackmen, etc. To 
define, restrain, regulate and license hawke~s, peddlers, porters, runners, 
agents and other solicitors for common carriers, hotels, public houses, ex­
press companies or other establishments, ticket brokers, ticket agents, emi­
gration and steamship agents1 draymen, cabmen, cartmen, hackmen, omni­
bus drivers, and to regulate the manner and place in which they shall 
stand, and to prohibit them from entering or driving within any railroad 
depot or upon any railroad grounds or entering upon any railroad car or 
steamboat or other mode of conveyance to solicit passengers or baggage. 
Also, to prescribe places for stands in the streets of said city within '\vhich 
drays, carts, cabs, hacks, coaches, carriages, sleighs, sleds and other 
vehicles may stand and be kept for hire, and within which loads of wood, 
coal, hay, and other articles may be kept for sale, and ta regulate such 
stands and places. 

TWENTY-NINTH. Railroad and Steamboat Stations. To preserve 
quiet and order at the arrival and departure of railroad cars, steamboats and 
other vessels and modes of conveyance, 

THIRTIETH. Hacks, Trucks, etc, To license and regulate hacks, 
carts, omnibuses, trucks, wagons and other vehicles engaged in hauling or 
carrying for hire, and to regulate the charges of the owners and drivers 
of such vehicles. 
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THIRTY-l'HRST. Second-Hand Stores. To define, regulate and 

license second:.famcl stores and junk shops, and the owners, keepers and 
managers thereof. . _ 

THIRTY-SECOND, :Sutcher Shops and Meat Vendors. To license, 
and regulate butcher shops, butcher stalls, vendors. of salt meat, comm~ss[on 
merchants and all other persons who may deal 111 or sell on comm1ss1on 
any · fresh or salt meats, poultry or game, hucksters, vendors or dealers 
in fruits 01· vegetables1 stock yards; also to regulate and restrain the SJ.le 
of fresh or salt meat within the corporate limits of said city and to punish 
or restrain the forestalling of poultry, game, eggs or fruit within said' 
corporate limits; provided, that this section shall 11ot be construed to 
prevent pork-packers from disposing of offals or trimmings of hogs, 11or 
~hall any person selling game, or who may dispose. of any a11imals raised 
or fatted by him, or who may sell fresh tneats by the carcass o,r in quan­
tities not less than by the quarter, be deemed or held a vendor of fresh 
or salt meat under the provisions of this section. 

THIRTY'-THIRD. Slauihter Houses, Breweries, etc. To direct the 
location and managetnent of slaughter houses, breweries, distilleries and 
pawnbrokers' shops. . . 

THIRTY-FOURTH. Bread, Hay, etc. To regulate the size and weight 
of bread sold or prepared for sale, to provide for the seizure and forfeiture 
of bread baked contrary thereto; to regulate the place and manner of 
weighing and selling hay, the measurement and selling of fire-wood, coal_ 
and lime, and to appoint suitable persons to conduct and superintend the 
same. 

'rltIRTY-FIF'I'H. Liquors and Provisions. To regulate the inspec­
tion of 'flour, pork, beef, salt, fish, whisky and other liquors. and provisions. 

THIRTY-SIXTH. Lumber and Building Materials. To regulate 
the measurement and inspection of lumber, shingles, timber and building 
materials. 

THIRTY-SEVEN'.I'H. Weights and Measures-City Sealer. To pro­
vide by ordinance for a standard of weights and measures; for the appoint­
ment (?f :1 city sealer, and to require al} weights and measures to be s~aled 
by the city sealer, and to provide pumshment for the use of false weights 
and measures. -. 

THIRTY-EIGHTH. Inspectors, etc. To appoint inspectors, weighers 
and gaugers; to regulate their duties and prescribe their compensation. 

THIRTY-NINTH. Public Baths. To provide, regulate and maintain 
places of bathing and swimming in the waters within the city limits, and to 
prevent and prohibit the same. 

FORTIETH. Ornamental Trees. To direct and regulate the plant­
ing and preserving of ornamental trees in the streets and public grounds. 

FORTY-FIRST. Rubbish--Removal of. To . compel the owner or 
occupant of buildings or grounds to remove snow, dirt, or rubbish from the 
sidewalks, street o,r alley opposite thereto, and to compel such owner or 
occupant to remove from the lot owned or occupied by him all such sub­
stances as the Board of Health shall direct; and in his default to authorize 
the removal or destruction thereof by some officer of the city at the ex­
pense of such owner or occupant. 

- FORTY-SECOND. Unwholesome Places. To compel the owner or 
• occupant of any grocery, cellar, tallow-chandler shop, soap factory, tannery, 
stable, barn, privy, sewer, or other unwholesome, nauseous house o,r place, 
to cleanse., remove or abate the same from time to time, as often as may 
be deemed necessary for the health comfort and convenience of the inhab-
itants of said city. ' 

FORTY-THIRD. Gunpowder, Petroleum, etc. To regulate and 
provide for. the receipt, storage, transportation, safekeeping and dealing 
and traffic lri gun powder, gun-cotton, petroleum, kerosene or other dan­
gerous explosive or inflammable oils ot substances, within said city or 
within one mile of the corporate limits thereof, and to provide for the 
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summary condemnati?n or destruction: of any of such articles as may be 
kept, stored or dealt m, transported through or received in said city con­
trary to such 9rdinances a~ said city may enact for the safety of Hf~ and 
property therem; and to license and regulate vendors or any dealers in 
any such substances. 

)!ORTY-FOURTH. Dogs .. To regulate the keeping and prevent the 
rutuung at large of dogs and to impose a tax on the same and so authorize 
by ordinance, and to provide for the killing of dangerous' and vicious dogs 
and to pw1ish by fine or imprisonment the owner or keeper of any such 
~og who refuses to deliver up the same to be killed, o,r to pay the. tax 
1111posed thereon. 

FqRTY-FIFTH, ,Steam Boile:s· To provide for the inspection and 
regulation of steam boilers and to license and regulate the persons in .charge 
thereof. 

FORTY-SIXTH. Buildings, Dense Smoke, etc. To control and 
regulate foe construction of buildings, chimneys a11d stacks the emissi6n of 
dense s_moke, and to prevent and prohibit the erection 'or maintenance 
of any tnsecur~ or unsafe building;, stack, wall or chimney and to declare 
the~ to b~ pmsances and to provide £or the sttmmary abatement thereof; 
an<l; 111 addition thereto by ordmance. to impose such fine and imprisonment 
a~ 1t n1ay d~em proper, not e:xcee4111g a fine of one hundred dollars or 
mnety ,days 1mpr1sonment or both tn each case; als? ~q provide for the 
regulation or summary abatement of any work or bmldmg which is detri­
mental to the saf~ty, health or s_ecurity of said city; also to provide for 
the entry at any time by any of its oH1cers into any building or ttpou any 
work to ascertain whether the same is dangerous or insecure. 

FORTY-SEVENTH. Market ];>laces. To erect and maintain market 
hpuses, to establish markets and market places, to make rules and regula­
tions for the government of the same; to appoint suitable persons for man­
aging, overseeing and r,egulath!g such markets, to enforce the due observ­
ance -of such rules and regulations, to re~train and prohibit during market 
hours the sale at any other place than 111 the public markets 'or market 
places, of meats, poultry, wild game, fruits or vegetables or other articles · 
except_ by regluar licens.ed dealers, and by them only at their regular place~ 
of busmei;s. and for winch place they shall have a license, and to restrain 
a11d prohibit ~h!! purchase by any grocer (!r dealer in vegetables, .poultry 
or other _prov.1s1011s, any ~eats, poultry, wild game, fruits, berries or any 
other article 111 any public market or market place during market hours 
except for the use of his or h.er family; Provided, l1owever, that nothing i~ 
this section shall be construed to prohibit the sale of vegetables country 
produce or poultry upon the public streets, lanes or alleys of 'said city 
after the hour of twelve o'clock noon of each day. 

fORTY-EIGHTH, Water~orks, etc. To make, est~blish and regulate 
public pounds, pumps, wells, cisterns; hy_dr~nts, reservoirs, and to provide 
for ~nd conduct water int(? and through 1ts streets, avenues, alleys and 
publtc grounds, and to provide for, control, erect and maintain waterworks 
for the supply of water to its inhabitants. 
. 3?'0RTY-:t:HNTH. Lighti~g C~tY. and Public B~ildings. T_o provide for 

hghtmg the city and all public bmldmgs, to establish, erect and maintain 
and ~aus~ to be operated gas works, electric lighting plants or other wo,rk; 
for lightmg the cit:y's streets, pub!ic grounds. and ~ublic buildings; to pur­
chase, erect, establish and ma111ta111 poles, w1ren, pipes, conduits subways 
lamps and other appliances for lighting purposes, the use of ~hich said 
<;:ommo!1 C(!Uncil may let to any person, firm o_r corporation contracting to 
hght said city, or any part tl1ereof, for. a per!o,d ,not exceeding the terirt 
of such contract, and defray the cost of such lighting apparatus out of the 
general fund. 
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· TFI "'axes- To levy annual taxes in the manner and sub-

FIF'l'IE · .. ,,_ 
5 

a~d limitations contained in this charter and con-
ject to the prov1s1on . . . t t 
sistent with the 1

5
aTs 0i1~~: 

5 Ti· accept plats of additions,. ~ub-divisio~s 
FIFTY-FIR • h the same conform to the prov1s1ons o{ tlus 

and rearrangements w en 
charter and the laws of t}fr!taii~its-Safety Regulc1;ti<~ns. To pr~scribe. 

FIFTY·StC~~f-limits within which wooden bmldmgs or buildmgs odf 
co11tract or 7x en . e · 1 . . b considered fire-proof shall not be ere~t~ , 
other materials.thdt sha J.n;c\ that all and any building within the limits 
placed o•r repa1re ; to Ir d constructed of :fire-pro·of materials; to pro­
prescribed slttl\fe mafe :den buildings within the fire limits when the 
hibit the re- Ul mg 0d W d to the extent of fifty per cent of the value 
same shall haV'e been . amage anner of ascertaining such damage; to pre­
thereof, and to prescribe \h:c1fton and condition of chimneys, fireplaces, 
vent the dangerous C!)ns r . boilers and apparatus used in and about 
hearths1 s.toves, stovepipe\hve;:~e to be removed or placed in a safe. and 
any bu1ldmg and to cause ~d d dan erous· to prevent the deposit of 
secure. condition when ct,s1 the street! and highways; to require citizens 
ashes 1~ unsafe placfis a~ . kt !nd in such manner and times as they shall 
to proy1de as many re uc .es of them in time of fire;- to reiptlate ll;nd 
prescribe and to !egulate }he ::!facturing industries dangerous m causmg 
prevent the.carrymg on ° 111 

·. d revent the use of fire-works and fir7-
and promotmg fires; to r~gulate an u~ants of buildings to, have scuttles m 
arms: to compel }he owners or oci ' .. to authorize the Mayor, mem• 
the roofs and stairs orCladde.\s tad t othi~m;fficers of the city to, keep away 
berif of the Common ouncr an . 1 . s ected persons• to compel all 
from the vidnitY. o~ any .fire ~11 1? e or su p ti . and in the preservation 
by-standers to aid 111 thedextmg~hhmer,t :id ~~nerally to establish Sttch 
of property exposed to an?er drea tinguisi1ment of fires as the Com-
regulations. for the preservatt~n an ex • 

. mon Cotmc1l may deetnMexpetent: Property To acquire and take real 
FIFTY-THIRD. ay; cquire . ' b t and hold and em-

and personal property _by gift, grant, devise or eques , 

ploy ifFTY-JMuJ,F~tc ¥~~~~:.esign-Boards, etc.. To license, regtt~!te,sr~= 
vent rohibit ;md suppress the. erection O: mamtenance of ,fenc u~ 0 ;es, 
boaidf. bill-hoards,. ai;id other structure hc}e1igned 

0
t0 ~ 1ili1Yt!1:~~1~d~ 01 said 

in such dose prmi;1t!11ty to a~y street, igc"'.ay 'l may tend to impair or 
city as, in the 01,m11on 9f said Common. ounci , ublic. 
abridge tlte safe, cortvement or fr<:e usp tlh"b~if by rifs~rlct To establish 

FIFTY-FIFTH. Patrol Limits- ro ! 1•
10n .d •t 'and to prevent, 

alter, enlarge and contract patrol limits Wl~hm 5f1 c~;;, s iritttous fer­
suppress and p_rohibit the sa17 or . otl~er d.isposawifiin s~c/limits, e'xcept 
mented, -~alt, vmous or.. other mtox1~atmg hqfor. · 1 r chemical purposes 
by duly hcensed druggists for medical, m~c iamca .. 0 

to be used elsewhere than ttpon said druggist's premises. 'd t blish 
FIFTY-SIXTH. Municipal Quarries, etc, . To provi ~'. es ~;£ th~ 

equip, maintain aiid cause to be operated under the supa~J1~tl~r facili· 
street commissioner, municipal qua~ries, wots,. appa;-atuscadam asphalt or 
ties for the manufacture, construction and ayt1?1g O n:fificial ;tone side-
other kinds of street pavements and cement, 1 e or a · 
walks. . . . T · d stablish equip 

FIFTY-SEVENTH. Sprinkling Plants. 0 provi. ~tiees for th~ clean-
~nd main~a_in suitable 1!-'lun!cipal works, ap)r-ratus dnd fbli~

1 
grounds, and for 

mg, repatrtng and spnnklmg o.f streets, a deys
11 

a nth pu ste material under 
the collection and- disposal of garbage an a o . er wa 
the immediate supervision of the Common CotmctL . f th rection, 

FIFTY-EIGHTH. Public Buildings .. T? provide or frim\ime to 
equipment and maintenance of all public bmld111gs, that may, 
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time, be required for city purposes, ilot otherwise provided fat in this 
charter. 

FIFTY-NINTH. Public Playgrounds. To provide and maintain public 
parks, public playgrounds and places of recreation for children1 and to levy 
the necessary tax to acquire and support the same, not exceeding in a11y 
one year the sum of two, thousand dollars. · 

Sec. 9. Revocation of Licenses-Enforcement of Ordinances. The 
Common Council shall have full power and authority to revoke for mis­
conduct of the licensee, any license granted under this charter and to declare 
and impose fines, penalty and punishment, and to enforce the same against 
any person or persons who may violate any of the provisions of any ordi­
nance or resolution or by-law passed or ordained by it, and all such ordi• 
nances, rules and by-laws are hereby declared to be and have the force of 
law; provided, that they be not repugnant to the constitution and laws 
of the United States or of this state. Such :fines, penalties and punishments de­
clared or imposed by the Common Council may e:){tend to a fine not exceed­
ing one hundred dollars and imprisonment in the city· prison, or common 
prison of Dakota County, not exceeding ninety (go) days, 01" both; at the dis­
cretion of the City Justice, and offenders against any ordinance, by-law or 
.regulation as aforesaid, may be required to give security to keep the peace 
not exceeding six months and in a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

The Common Council may provide by ordinance that anyone convicted 
of an offense before the City Justice subjecting such offender to impris..: 
onment under the charter and ordinanc.e of said city, may be kept at hard 
labor in any prison established by said city for that purpose, and may also 
provide by ordinance tllat anyone convicted of an offense before the City 
Justice, and committed upon non-payment of a fine imposed, may be kept 
at hard labor in such prison until such person shall work o-ut the amount 
of such fine at such rate of compensation as said Council may prescribe 
for a time not exceeding the term of such commitment; and the Common 
Council shall have power to establish by ordinance all needful regulatio,ns 
for the security of such persons and to prevent escape and secure proper 
discipline; provided, that the City Justice shall not have the power for 
vagrancy to commit any person to the city prison, city workhouse or county 
jail, or to order such person to work upon the public streets or improve-' 
ments for a longer period than thirty days. 

Sec. to. Common Nuisances Defined. The powers conferred up011 the 
Common Council to provide for the abatement or removal of nttisances 
shall not bar or hinder suits, prosecutions or proceedings in the courts 
according to law. Depo,ts, houses or buildings of any kind within the 
limits of said city, wherein more than twenty-five pounds of gun powder 
or more than five barrels of forty-two gallons each (or such greater or less 
quantity as said Common Council may direct by ordinance) o<f petroleum, 
kerosene, naphtha or other inflammable or explosive "oils or substances are 
deposited, stored or kept at any one time; gambling houses, houses of ill­
fame, disorderly taverns, and ho·uses or places where spirituous, vinous or 
.fermented malt or other intoxicating liquors are sold, without licenses 
required therefor, within the limits of said city, are hereby declared and 
shall be deemed public or common nuisances. 

Sec. n. Control of Public Highways, ctc.-City Not Liable for Rail­
road Accidents. The Common Council shall have the care, supervision and 
control of all public highways, bridges, streets, alleys, public squares, parks 
and grounds, sewers, and all other public improvements and public prop­
erty within the limits of said city except as in this charter otherwise pro­
vided, and shall cause all streets which niay nave been opened and graded 
under the authority of said city, or with its assent, to be kept open and in 
repair and free from nuisance. The city CO!rporation shall be exempt 
from all liability caused by railroads, either to persons or property, when 
said railroads or engines or cars are passing along, across, under, over or 
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ttp(;m • any street, lane, alley or other public way, within the limits of the 
City of West St. Paul. . . . 

Sec 1::i Vacation of Str.eets, etc.-Pettt1on-Vote. The C('mmo11 
Council· of ~aid city shall have the sole and cxdt?-sive powe~ tp va~ate _or 
discontinue public groun~s, _streets, alleys and highways withm said city 
and also all county, terntona; ,and state roads, ,yhether actually traveled 
or' used at the date of the petition for such vacation or not. No such va­
cation or ·discontinuance s~a!l be grant1;d . or ordered by the Comtnon 
Council except upon the petition of a maJonty ·of the owner~ of the proP.­
erty ·011 . the line of such public grounds, _stre,ets, alleys or hi15hways, r.es1-
dent within said city, ~aye :hat a corporation, w~~ther domestic or foreign, 
may, whlln interested, JOm m and verify such petitl~m by !1ny officer the~~of, 
and be counted as a ·resident for the purpose of this sect1011. Each petition 
pr.oYided for in this section shall set forth th~ facts and reasons for such 
vacation. accompanied by. a plat; of such public grounds, streets, alleys or 
highways, county, territorial or state roads prop(!S7d to be vacated, . and 
shall · be verified by the oath of one of the petitioners. The Common 
Council shall thereupon, if it, 1eerti it expedient that ~h~ matter. shall be 
proceeded w}th, or4er the pet1~10n. to be filed of record _with .the City Clerk, 
who shall give notice by publication for_ four (4) W;!eks! to t,he ~ffect ~hat 
such petition has _been filed, as aforesaid, a~d statmg m bn~f its obJect, 
and that said petition ,vill be heard1 and cops1dered by the said. body, .or a 
committee by it appointed at a certain time and place therem specific?, 
not less than ten (10) day; from the expiration of said publication. _ Said 
body, or such committee as may pY it pe appointed f~r the purp~se, at the 

-tiine and :Place appointed, shall mvestigate and consider the said rpatt~r, 
and shall hear the testimony and evidence on the part of the parties m· 
terested. Said body, thereupon, after h~a_ring the same, or r_eport of spch 
committee in favor of granting such pebtton, may by res9lution _Passed by 
two-thirds (2-3) vote ofall the members elect, declare said public ground, 
streets · alleys or highways, county, territorial or st:ite roads vacated, 
which 'said resolution shall before the same shall go mt(!• effect, be pub­
lished as :in the case 0£ ordi~ances and thereupon a transcript of such reso­
!utiort and of said plat, duly. certified by the City perk, shall, befor.e the 
same is valid, be. filed for record and duly recorded !h the_ office of the reg­
ister of deeds of the County o,f Dakota. No vacation of any street, alley 
or public gro-un~ _in said city shall be hereafter all~wed. except upon sus~ 
terms and cond1t1ons, as well as to the compensation, 1£ any, to ~e pa! 
by the person seeking such vacation, or otherwise, as shall be specified Ill 

the resolution ordering such vacation. . 
Provided further however tfiat vacatiorts and discontmuanc~s. of such 

county, tertitoria1 or' state roJds may be granted upon the petition of a 
majority of the owners 0£ property through which the same or the por­
tions thereof sought to .be vacated exist, when such owners shall. h_ave 
platted the same, and shall have provided, in lien of such roads, sufficient 
streets in· the opinion of the Common Council, of which fact the approval 
of said Common Council and the acceptance of such plat artd the reso­
lution of vacation shall, when recorded, pe coJiclusive evidence. f 

Sec. 13. Bridges, Viaducts, Tunnels-Approaches to-Change 0 

Grade. The Common Council of the city of West St. Paul shall have full 
power to construct ~ny bridges, viaducts and tuni:els a11d also. the needful 
appro~ches thereto, 111. any street or streets or highway or highwaby~ d ~ 
sa~d city. _or under railway tracks or other places whether such r,1 g • 
brtd&"es, viaducts, tunnel~· or approach~s thereto conform to the estabbs~1e~ 
grade of the street .or highway wherein they may be constructed or ot {r 
wise. The said bridge, bridges viaducts or tunnels with the app~·oac 1es 
thereto shall be and become p;rt of the street or highway wherein. they 
may be constrtlcted as aforesaid and any part or parts of any esta_bhshed 
grade of such street or highway' or of any street or highway crossing the 
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same, may be so altered or changed by said Common Council, as to con­
form to the passageway over ·or under the said bridge, bridges, viaducts 
or tunnels, or to form the whole or any part of the approaches of such 
bridge, bridges, viaducts or tunnels, or to facilitate access to, or passage 
over the said bridge, bridges, viaduc;ts or tunnels or approaches thereto. 
Provided irt case such bridge, bridges, viaducts or tun11els or approaches 
thereto, sh~ll 110t conform to such established gtade of such street or high­
way wherem they may be constrncted, a vote of at least two-thirds (2-3) of 
the members elect of such Common Council shall be neccesSa!"y to author­
ize the same, or to change any part or parts of such established grade of 
such street or highway pr other streets or highways, crossing the same as 
aforesaid. 

Sec. 14. Damages for Ch<lllge of Grade. In case such bridge, bridges, 
viaducts or tunnels or approaches thereto, shall not conform to such estab­
lished grade, or in case of any change of grade as aforesaid, any owner of 
land abutting upon that part of such street or highway where such bridge, 
bridges, ,riadu_cts or tunne.ls or <1pproaches, or change of grade shall be 
ordered by said Common Council, shall deem himself damaged thereby, he 
shall be entitled to compensation from said city to be assessed as herein 
providt>d. 

Sec. 15. Notice of Claim---Filing-Hearings on. To entitle such person 
so damaged to compensation, he shall file with the city clerk within six 
(6) months from the passage of th.e resolution or order from the said 
Common Council directing the work to be done, or change of grade to be 
made aforesaid, a written claim of damages specifying the grounds thereof. 
and the said Com1110J1 Council shall assess and determine or refer the said 
claim to the Com·mittee on Streets. 

Sec. 16. Petitions, etc., Not Necessary. In ordering the construction 
of such Bridge or bridges or such change of grade no petition of property 
owners or other petition or preliminary notice or reference to• the Com~ 
111011 Council or other preliminary proceedings, shall be necessary to en~ 
able or authorize the Common Council to act ii1 said matters. 

· Sec. 17. Real Estate, Lease, Purchase, Sell, The Common Council 
shall have power to lease, purchase and hold real estate for the use of 
said City of West St. Paul, or to aid in the purchase of real estate for 
such public purposes as the Common Council may deem proper, by a two­
thirds (2-3) vote of all the members elect and with the approval of the 
Mayor, provided, however, that the exercise of said power shall be subject 
to the limitations and restrictions contained in this charter, and said Com­
mon Council may by a like vote sell and convey and by a majority of the 
members thereof lease any such real estate as the dty may own which is 
11ot needed for municipal purposes. The real estate purchased and held by 
said city shall be free from taxation. 

Sec. 18. Eminent Domain. The City of West St. Paul shall have the 
power to take private property for public use upon just compensation there­
for, being first paid or secured; such power shall be exercised thro-ugh its 
Common Council or other officers of said city as provided in this 'charter, or 
as may be hereafter provided by law. 

Sec. 19. Franchises in Streets. The Common Council shall have 
power and authority by ordinance passed by a vote of two-thirds (2-3) of 
all the' members elect of said council, to grant rights, franchises and priv­
ileges in, over, upon or under any street, highway, alley, public gro1111ds or 
levees of said city, for the purpose of co•nstntcting or operating street 
railways, o·r for telephoning, or telegraphing, or tta11smitti11g electricity, 
or transporting by pneumatic tube, or for _furnishing to the city or iti- in­
habitants, or any portion thereof, water, light, heat, or power, or for any 
other public purpose, but subject always to the limitatio•n and conditions 
in this charter prescribed. 

Sec. 20. Common Council Regulation of Franchises. The Common 
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Council may by ordinance prov_ide for regulati~g ~nd controll_ing the ex_e~­
cise by any person or corporation of a~y publtc _nghti fr~nch1se and pn\,1-
lege in any 0 £ the streets ~nd any public pfa.ces m said city, :vhe~her such 
right franchise or privilege has been or may be granted by said ctty, or by 
or u~der the Jaws of the state of MiI?,nesota or any other ~uthority. . 

· Sec. 2 r, No Perpetual E'ranch1se. No perpetual nght1 francluse .o•r 
privilege as aforesaid, shall ever be granted, and no sttch nght, francluse 
or privilege shall ever be gran~e.d for a longer p_eriod than twenty-five years, 
and no right, franchise or privilege as _aforesaid shall ever be granted by 
said Common Council for a longer period than five (51 years, unless such 
right; franchise .or priv~lege shall fir~t ~ave been sublllltted to the electon; 
of said city artd authonzed by a maJonty vote thereof. 

Sec. 22." Franchise Ordinan,ces in Council. No ordinanc~ gra~ting any 
. franchise or privilege s~all be passed by the CC?mmon Cou.ncil unttl at least 
ten days after such ordinance shaU have been mtroduced m such body and 
framed by such body in the exact form in which it shall be passed. 

Sec, 23. Extensions, :Modifications, etc.-How Validated. No exten­
sion modification or change of any franchise or privilege heretofore granted, 
or df any condition or limitati.on affecting such f1;anchise .or privilege, sh~ll 
be valid or effectual unless the person or corporation holdmg such franch1se 
or privilege shall, in writing, agree that such franchise or privilege, togeth­
er with any .. such extension, modification or change, shall be held and used 
subject to all the. conditions and limitation in this charter prescribed, 

Sec. 24. Rates May b.e Regulated. 1'he Co11:mon Council shall have 
the power to regulate and control the n1aximum price to be charged by. any 
corporation or. person exercising any privilege or franchise in the city for 
the service rendered by it to l:he city, and to any other person or corpora-
tion; but such price shall be !air and reasonable: . 

Sec. 25. Forfeiture. Every ordinance granting any franc~ise or priv-
ilege as aforesaid, shall provide for the termination and forfeiture of ap.Y 
franchise or privilege aforesaid, £or any breach or failure. to comply with 
any 0£ the terms, Hmitatiol)s or conditions thereof; and m all .sucp cases 
the Common Council .shall have the power to declare the termmatt_on and 
forfeiture of any such franchise or privilege the same as though m each 
instance such power was expressly reserved, • 

Sec. 26. Rights in Streets Reserved. No person or corporat1(!n shall 
occupy. or have any rights in, over, ttpon or under, any street, highw.ay, 
alley, public grounds or levees of said city for the purpose of constructmg 
or operating street railways .or for telephoning or telegraphing, or tra?s­
mitting. electri_cit~ or ,transporting by ~neumatic tube~ or _for furnishJ11g 
to the ctty or its 111hab1tants, or any portion thereof, wa,er, light or heat or 
power, orfor any other public purpose, until an ordinance shall. have been 
duly passed by said Common Council, in the manner and sttbJect to the 
conditions and limitations prescribed in this charter. . .. 

Sec. 27, Steam, Dummy or Elevated Railways-Petition Nece~sary, 
No franchis': tq construct or operate any steam, dt1m?1Y or elevated railway 
of any descnpbon 011 any street highway alley, public grounds or levees of 
said city, shall be granted, except upon the petition of the owners of more 
than one-half of tJ1~ property fronting on the line of ~uch proposed roa4. 
. Sec. 28. Additional Terms May be Imposed. Said Comip.o!} Counc~l 

s~1all have power to impose other terms, conditions and restr1ct1011s ~ddi­
tt~n~l to those prescribed by this charter, upon the graJ1t of any such right, 
privilege or franchise aforesaid, including stdtable prov!s1ons that the whole 
o.r any P!lr.t of the property used in the exercise; or, e11joyment of any such 
nght; privileg': or _franchise shall, upon the expiration t~ereof, become the 
property of sa.td city with or without further compensat10n. . 

Sec. 29. Abandoned Franchises. All rights, privileges and franchises 
heretofore granted by any lawful authority in, over, u?der or upon any,,~£ 
the stteet!", alleys or public grounds of said city. wh1ch h:t"C n('v~r h. 11 
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exercised or which have been abandoned or been unused for more than 
five year.: before the time when this charter becomes effective, are hereby 
declared to be forfeited and invalid. 

Sec. 30. Lawful Taxes, etc.-Common Council cannot Relieve. The 
Common Council shall not have the power or authority to relieve any person 
or corporation from the payment of any lawful tax, assessmenti fine or 
license, or to exempt him from any burden imposed upon him or it by law or 
order, or ordain the payment of any demand not authorized and audited 
according to law. · 

Sec. 31. Disputed Demands on Contracts. The Common Cotincil shall 
not have power to ordain or attthorize any compromise of any disputed 
demand arising out of contract or any allowance therefore or therein, ex­
cept as prnvided in the contract therefor. 

Sec. 32. Damages for Injuries. The Common Council shall not have 
power to ordain or attthorize the compromise or payment of any damages 
claimed for alleged injuries to persons or property, except by ordinance 
adopted by a two-thirds (2-3) vote of the Common Council. 

CHAPTER V. 
TREASURY, TAXES AND FINANCES. 

Section I. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year' of the city of West St, Paul 
shall end on the first day of January in each year. 

Sec, 2. Property Subject to Taxation. All real, personal and other 
property within the city except such as may be exempt by the laws of this 
state shall be subject to taxation for the support of the City Government 
and the payment of its dl.!bts arid liabilities, and all taxes shall be assessed 
and collected in the manner provided for by the general laws of this state, 
except as hereinafter otherwise expressly provided. All property, real or 
personal, belonging to said city, or of special West St. Paul Sc110ol District, 
shall be exempt from taxation; PROVIDED, That nothing herein contained 
shall be construed as limiting the levying and collection of special assess­
ments as provided £or in this charter. 

Sec. 3. When and How Levied, All taxes shall be levied by resolu­
tion of the Common Council at a regular meeting prior to the first day of 
October in each year. All taxes shall be levied in specific amounts and 
based upon an itemized estimate of the city expenses for the ensuing year. 

Sec, 4. Estimates for Tax Levy, On or before the first Monday in 
September, in each year, the City Clerk shall prepare ai1d transmit to the 
Common Council an estimate of the probable expenditures of the city for 
the current.year giving the amount required to meet the interest and sink­
ing funds for any outstanding funded debts, together with the amounts 
needed for salaries and the wants of all the departments of the municipal 
government in detail, and showing specifically the amount necessary to be 
appropriated to each fund in the Trea?ur:r. The estimates shall also show 
what amount of income and 1·evenue 1s ltkely to be collected from funds, 
licenses and all other sources of revenue, exclusive of taxes upon property, 
and shall set forth the probable amo~nt that _will be required to ~e levied 
and raised by tax upon all pr9perty m the city to meet the requirements 
of each year. . . . 

Sec. 5, Fiscal Budget. The Common Council shall, between the first 
day of September and the 7tl~ day of October, make a budget ?f the 
amounts estimated to be required to pay the expenses of conductmg the 
public business of the city for the year. Th~ budget shall be prepared in 
such detail as to the aggregate sum and the 1tems thereof allowed to each 
Department, office, board or committee 3;s the Common Council may deter­
mine, and shall ,be recorded upno the mmtttes at length. 

Sec, 6. Same to be Submitted to Ma}'.or. The budget shall, when com­
pleted by the Common Council, be delivered to the Mayor, who me!Y, 
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within five -0~ys after suc_b delivery t? him, veto any item, in said budget, 
in whole or m part, and 1t shall reqmre the vote of at least five members 
of the Council to · overco1!1e ;such veto•. After the final estimate 
is made in accordance herewith:, lt s.hall be signed by the Mayor and the· 
City Clerk- and the several sums. shall then be appropriated to the several 
purposes ;1nd . d,epartmertts t~erem named. The estimate shall thereupon 
be filed in the office of the City Clerk. 

Sec. 7,. Ti:ailsmission to County Auditor-When. The City Clerk shall 
transmit .to the County Auditor of Dakota County, on or before the 10th 
day of Octc_>ber, in eac}1 year, a stat~~ent of all taxes levied by the Com­
mon Council, as by this charter provided, and the County Treasurer shall 
pay such collected t;1xes to the City Treasurer at such time and in such 
manner as is directed by the g.eneral statutes of this state. 

Sec.· 8, .Funds. The moneys and see;urities in the City Treasury not 
belo•nging to any school fund shall be divided into the following named 
funds, to-wit: 

The general fttnd into which shall be paid, and irt which shall be kept 
in addition to such moneys as may be raised therefor by ta:rntion, all re­
ceipts by the city for licertse fees, fines and costs, sales of city property, 
and all morteys received from any source, except such as may be expressly 
destined for special funds, debts and liabih.ies of the city not otherwise 
expressly provided. for. · 

The .street repair fund, into which shall be paid such proportion of the 
geileral tax as shall have been determined by the Common Council in 
compiling the b11dget . . . , . 

- .... Tlie sinking £uno, inter ,vnich shall be paid all moneys raised by taxation 
for payment of the bonds of the city, a11d from which such bonds shall be• 
paid. . . , 
. The Loca1 Improvement Fi1nd is provided for the purpose of aiding 
1n local improvements mentioned in Chapter six, and such other special 
fonds as may hereafter be established by any Sta:tute of the State, or by City 
Ordinance. 
. Sec. 9. Funds. to be Kept Separate. The said several f1;1n1s mentioned 
1n. the last ptecedmg section shall be kept separate and d1stm~t, and t~e 
City ~reasurer shall keep separate and distinct accounts of receipts therem 
and disb~rsements therefrom. Each of said funds shall be devoted only to 
~he pa:rttct1lar purposes for which it is ordered, and the City Treasurer 
1s expressly prohibited from making any disbursements from either of said 
funds, and from permitting the same to be to any extent depleted, for any 
other P?rRose . than such particular purpose or purposes, any attempted 
a~propna!t0n by the Common Council or any order to the contrary not­
w1thstand111g. ~he City Treasurer shall pay no order, or part of any ord.er, 
drawn on either of said funds· unless thl! fund so drawn upon contams 
money or sec?rities sufficient t~ cover the amount of Sttch order or such 
part thereof. 

Sec. IO. ' Mo~e~s Not .to be Transferred. The Co11;mo11 Coitn~il shall 
make no appropriat1011 from or shall the Mayor or City Clerk sign any 
orqer up?n, arty of said fu;ds in the city treasury for any purpose for 
which said fttnd,s canno\ legally and appropriatel.Y be used, nor shall the 
C?trtmon Co~mcll au~hor1ze, or attempt to authonze, or. the :rv.i:ayor or the 
,City Clerl~ sign any order for any transfer of money Of its eq~1valent from 
any of said fu_nds to another, except as herein o-therw1se provided, 

Sec. It .. Transfer of Funds. The Common Council shatl have power 
to transfer, funds from the general ftmd of said city not to exceed twenty 

f
perdcent 0£; the. total receipts for the general fund for any year to any other 
un s of said city. 

. Sec, 12. ,Appropriation of Funds. Whenever the city Treas­
urer shall :ece1ve from the• County Treasurer, o•r other source, any money 
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or its equivalent belonging ta said city, he shall apportion and credit the 
same to the pruper fund or funds, and shall, without delay transmit to the 
City Clerk a. duplicate of his receipt thereof. ' 

Sec. 13. Separat~ Accounts of Estimates and .A,ppropriations. It shall 
be tlu- duty of the City Clerk to keep an accurate and separate acco,unt of 
the estimates made, and of the appropriations made from time to time 
for each department and purpose, in such form that he may be enabled 
thereby to inform the Common Council at any time how much of the sum 
estimated for any department or purpose remains unexpended. And the 
City Clerk shall keep, with the aid of duplicate receipts and statements of 
payments made on city bands to be furnished to him by the City Treasurer, 
general accounts of the receipts and disbursements from the general fund, 
the city_ bonds fund, and all other funds in the city treasury· and other funds 
not subJect to the control of the Common Council, which accounts shall be in 
such form that comparison may readily be made between them and the 
accounts kept by the City Treasurer respectively, and may be easily 
checked by each other. 

Sec. 14. Power of Council to Borrow Money. The Common Council 
shall _have power and authority to borrow money, issue bonds, and levy taxes 
for the purpose of carrying out any of tl1e provisions of this chart.er, ex­
ceeding the amount authorized by other sections hereof; PROVIDED, That 
the sum be authorized by a majority of the qualified voters voting at any · 
general or special election held for tl-iat purpose for which notice is given 
as at other elections. Whenever it shall be desired to submit to a vote the 
questio•n of issuing any bond or bonds authorized by this section, the same 
may be done in such form and manner as the Common Council, by resolu-
tion, may prescribe. ~ .· 

Sec, 15. The Treasury Department. Said Common Council shall have 
full power and· authority to issue bonds to fttnd the floating or funded in­
debtedness of the city, such bonds to be payable in no,t more than twenty 
(20) years after date, with interest payable serni-annttally in the city of 
New York or in the city of St. Paul. No bond hereafter to be issued by 
said city, for any purpose, shall draw mare than six (6) per cent. interest 
per annum, and said Common Council are fully authorized and required to 
provide by taxation for the prompt payment of interest, and for a sinking 
fund sufficient to meet such bonds, and all other bonds, of said city at 
1naturity. 

All moneys credited to the general fttnd of said city shall be under the 
control of the Common Council, and shall be paid out upon the order of 
the mayQr and clerk, duly authorized by a vote of the Common Council; 
and all orders drawn upon the treasurer shall specify the specific purpose 
for which they were drawn, and shall be payable generally out of any 
fttnds in the general fund belonging ~o said city; but n? such order shall 
be paid out of any special fund whu:h has been specifically pledged as 
aforesaid; and such specific funds shall only. be drawn out upon orde:s 
drawn upon sttch funds by virtue of a resolution of the Common Council. 
All orders shall be payable to the order of the person in whose favor they 
may be drawn, and they may be transferre1 by endorsement. No order_ on 
the treasury shall be drawn or :isstted until there shall be funds suffic~ent 
to pay the same, together with the orders that may be then outstandmg. 
PROVIDED, That this prohibition shall not apply to orders to pay the 
police force, city officers and employes. . 

Sec. 16. Bonds-How Issued. All bonds issued in pursuance. of ~he 
prnvisions of this charter shall be m1der the corporate seal o~ the said city, 
signed by the Mayor and Treasurer and atte?ted by the C_1ty Clerk, and 
shall, upon the face, express the object for wluch they are given, and shall 
no,t be negotiated for less than J)ar value, . . . . . . . . 

Sec. 17. No Limitation-When .. ~o ltm1tab_on or restnctton herem 
contained shall be construed to proh1b1t the levymg of taxes to pay any 
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ju~gment that may at' arty time be recovered against the. city. In case of 
failure to co117ct taxes, or other cause, and such. levy s~all prove insufficient 
!O pay such Judgme~t, new taxes shall bt: levied until the whole of such 
Jttdgment shall be paid. Any excess of the amount so levied and collected 
o_ver the payment of such judgment shall go into the general fond of said 
city. 

CHAPTER VI. 
LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS·AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS, STREET 

· ' SIDEWALKS, ETC:, 
Section r. General Powers of City. The municipal corporation of the 

City of West. St. Pau1 is ~ereby authorized and empowered to, condemn 
land. for publ!c parks, pu~ltc m~rkets, for the opening, widening and ex­
tendmg, altering: and stra1ghte~mg of any street, lane, alley or highway, 
and to con~emn an easement _111 land across, over, or under the property 
of corporations, for streets, bndges, approaches culverts viaducts ditches 
and f<?T any and all other public improvements: and h condemn 'an ease­
ment tn land for the co11stru.ction of slopes, or retaining walls for cuts and 
fills upon real property abutmg on any street, levee, lane, alley or highway 
now ordered. or such as shal1 hereafter be ordered to be opened, extended, 
altered, straightened. or graded, and for cha~ges of grade in any street, 
levee,. lane, alley or highways, and to abate nms~nces, and to drain swamps 
marshe.:5 and pon~s, and to fill the s~me in said city, and to levy assess~ 
~e11t~_tor aU U1e tinprovements mentioned above, and for such other local 
improvements. as. may be · ordered by said municipal corporation upon 
property frobtmg 01!- o-r to be ben~fi.ted by su~h improvements without re~ 
gard to _cash valuation. The prov1S1ons of this section shall apply to any 
and all improvements heretofore ordered, as well as to those that shall 
be hereafter ordered. · 

Sec'. 2. IilJ.pro.vements Subject to Assessvient. Such assessments may 
be ~ade by ~aid c1t1 o,f West St. ,Paul, for grading, filling, leveling, paving, 
curb!ng, W1!-llm(s, bndgmg, graveling, macadamizing, planking, opening, ex­
tendmg; w1de111ng, contracting, altering, straightening and sprinkling any 
streets, levee, lane, alley or highway, and for a change of grade in any of 
the same,. a_nd for an easement in land across, over or under the property 
of corporations for streets, b:idis-es, approaches, culverts, viaducts, ditches 
and for any and a,11 other public 1111prov~ments, and for an easement in land 
for the construction of slopes and retaining walls for cuts and fills in any 
street, levee, lane, alley or highway, which has heretofore been, or shall 
hereafter be ordered to be opened, extended, widened, altered or straight­
ened, artd _for a fhange of grade in' any of the same, and also for keeping 
the s:ime 111 repair,, also for filling, grading, protecting, improving and. orna­
mentmg any public park, square or grounds, now or hereafter laid out, 
als,o for plantmg and _Protecting shade and ornamental trees, also, to abate 
nuisances, and to ?ram si.yamps, marshes and ponds, and to fill the same, 
al~o. for constructmg, laymg and repairing crosswalks and sidewalks, re­
tiring walls, area walls, gutters, sewers and private drains, and enlarging 
a 'th'f t~he sa

1
!11~• and als_o for the abatement of any and all public nuisances 

Wt 111 • e tmits of said city. And the City of West St. Paul is hereby 
authorized and empowered to change the grade of any street and condemn 
t?d ta;e an easement in the land abutting on said street for the construc­
cl~~1 ° d slopes and fi~ls in the grading of said street to the grade as so 
ceedi~~. as one• (1) improvement and under one (1) and the same pro-

. · Sec. 3, Cost P!1id by Assessment-Exceptions. The expenses of any 
· !1;-Y:"ov~me~is m~nt1oned in the foregoing section shall be defrayed, save 

in erem O erwise provided, by an assessment upon the real estate front­
sc~ibu~~n or ~dendefited thereby to be levied in the .manner hereinafter pre­

e ' provi e , that the construction, reconstruction or maintenance of 
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cross foo,t walks over public streets, lanes or alleys and sidewalks adjacent 
to public squares, public grounds and public parks shall be paid out of 
the general fund of said city: and that all or any part of the expense of 
improving or ornamenting public grounds, squares, and parks, and the 
paving repaving, macadamizing and grading of the space occupied by 
street 'intersections may, if the Common Council o.£ said city deem it 
expedient, be paid out of the general fund of said city, 

Sec. 4. Assessments, How :Made. All assessments for local improve­
ments aforesaid, as provided in this chapter, shall be· made by the Com­
mon Council of the City of West St. Paul, except as may be herein other-
wise provided. . . . . . .. 

Sec. 5. Applications-How Made. All appltcattons or propos1t1ons foT 
any improvement mentioned in section two of, this chapter, shall be mad_e 
to the Common Council of said city. Provided, That any such applt-

, cation made to said Common Council shall be in writing, and that said 
Common Council shall not be required to proceed further with any · such 
application unless said Common Council is satisfied that a majority of 
the property owners, whose property is fronting and. abutting upon the 
line of said proposed improvement, who, would p_robably be asses~ed .for 
the expense of any such improvement, have .subscribed to such appltcatto~; 
but the said Common Council may proceed further with any such appli­
cation if said application is signed by at least five ;(5) prop~rty . owners 
whose property is fronting and abuttipg _upon ~he lme o.f said pr?posed 
improvement, Upon such proper appltcatton, said Common . Council shall 
proceed to investigate the same; a.nd if they shall determme that such 
improvement is necessary and proper, they shall report the same a_ccom­
panied with an estimate of the. expense thereof, and a proper o,rdmanc,e 
or .. order directing the work. If they do pot approve of a1;y s.uch applt­
cafion or proposition, they shall report their .reasons _for their disapproval. 

PROVIDED, That the Commo•~ Council shall 11~ no case order. the 
doing of any such work, or the makmg 0£ any such improve~nent . unless 
in their opinion real estate to be assessed for such work or improvement 
can be found bei'1efited to the extent of the damages, costs and expenses 
necessary to be incurred thereby. Two or more. streets may be ordered 
to be graded at the same time, so that the material taken from one street 
may be used in filling th~ others. . . . d 

Sec. 6. Condemnation Proceedings. Whenever any. ot der 1s pass~ 
by the Common Council by virtue hereof, for the mak!ng of an:r publtc 
improvement (mentioned in this chap~er., save as herem. otherwise pro~ 
vided), which shall require the appropr!atton or condemnation (?f any land 
or real estate, the said Common Council shall, as soon as practicable, pro­
ceed to ascertain and assess the damages and .recompense d~e the owners 
of such land i-espectively, and at the same time to det.ermme what real 
estate is fronting upon or will be benefited by such 1mpr_ovement and 
assess the damages, together with the costs o~ the proceedmgs, on the 
real estate by it deemed benefited, in pr0pC?rtlon, as nearly as may be, 
to the frontage upon or the benefit resultmg to each separate lot or 
parcel thereof. • · Tl 'd c C 'l Sec 7 Notice of Assessment-Hearings. 1e. sa1. ommon oun~i 
shall tl;eu" give fifteen (rS) days'. notice by publtcatl<;m, on _the official 
b 11 t' b rd f the city of the time and ~lace of .their meetmg, for t_he 

u e m oa s 0• • ' • htch notice they shall specify 
purpose of makmg sa!d assessment; d\l~y shall describe the land to be 
what such assessment is to be fod, an b l general description and all p.er­
condei_nned as ne~rly as may b~ one Yent shall have the' right to be 
sons mtereste.d m an:J[ sucJ1 1mprove~b counsel, and the City Attorney 
present and be heard, .either 111 pers~i 0paJ shall be permitted to appear 
as counsel for the City ?f Wes;e r~sent the interests of said city. The 
be1ore them a.t such ~earmg to. P h remises to be condemned and 
sa•cl Common Council shall view t e P ' 
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receive any le~al evidence that may be offered for the purpose of proving 
the true value thereof,. or the damages th~t will be sustained, or benefits 
conferred by ~eason of the contemplated improvement; arid the Common 
C1;>unc1l fat this purpose are hereby authorized to administer oaths to all 
witnesses produced befo~e them, and they may adjourn from time to time, 
,md place to pla~e, until such assessment i.s completed, and said board 
s~all have autho~!ty ta send for persons and papers and to compel the 
attendance of w1tnessS!s, and shall have authority to issue subpoena 
under the seal of the city. · s 

Sec:. 8, · Pamag~s-Uow Awarded-Interest-Consummation of Con­
demna~1ons. The s~1d ~ommon Council, in making said assessment, shall 
determ1i:ie an.d appra1s~ to the owner or owners the valtte of the real estate 
appr~pnated for the 1mproveme7:1ts, and the damages arising to them re­
spectively from the. condemnation thereof, which shall be awarded to 
tt\ch owners respectwelr, as _damages, after making due allowance there­
. tom. for arty benefit which said owners may respectively derive from such 
improvements. 

Sec, 9· Pamages. in Excesi; of Benefits. If the damages to any person 
be . greater th!l,n ~he benefits teceived, or if the benefits be greater than 
thd damages, m <;ther case the said Common Council shall strike a balance 
an carry the difference forwa~d to another. co;J.umn, so that the assess­
ment n:ay show what. amount 1s to be received or pa.id by such owners 
respe~dhvely, and the difference only shall in any case be collectible of them 
or pa1 · to them. 
. Sec. 10, ~Land Donations---Discrtition of Common Council. In the as­

iessme!lt o.f damages and. benefits for the opening of any street levee tit~• ~!ghw~y or. alley, _it shall be lawful for the said Common Co~ncil ii~ 
1' 'dir ~Sfretion, m makmg such assessment, where part of the land to be 
at . ou 1nto such street, levee, lane, highway or alley, has been heretofore 

~rt~atef by any_ pershon or
1 
persons for such street, levee, lane, highway or 

vahy, th apf ratsr t e vaue of the land so. donated, and to apply the 
1 le ereo as .. ar as tl)e amount so apppraised shall go, as an offset to 

t_ie benefits assess.ed. agamst the person or persons making such dona­
!~ti ~r those claimmg Under them; but nothing herein contained sliall 
from0~i:: a!? 1~rson or perso,ns by whom such donation is made to claim 

'd d cj/ . e amount of such anoraisal except as an offset 'as herein ~~vh e ·. · hd wlbere the assessmen~ is 01:e for the widening of ;ny street 
tl c b~ay ave een heretofore, either m whole or in part donated to 

f-Olre pu .. d. iccby the proprietors o. f the adio<ining land, it shall aiso be. Iawf. ul 
sat ommon Cou ·1 · ti · d' · · · ' thetefo • tl . net, in 1e1r tscretion, to make such allowance 

table ai~d 1Rtst:etr ~ssessment of benefits, as sliall in their opinion be equi-

shoJd\ n. Dam~g~s for Buildings-~ppraisal-Removal-Notice If there 
taken the an_y building standing in whole or in part, upon the l;nd to be 
the l~nd \hai~ Common.

1
Council shalJ ~d!l to their estimate of damages for 

sary to b f k am~gf e~ a so for the btuldmg. or part of the building neces­
owrted b ean a en, 1 It be the property of the. owner of the land. When 
separate{ fh0the1 person, the d'.1-m.ages for the building shall be assessed 

art th y. f e va tte of such bmldmg to the owner to remove, or of the 
tommo~eo ne~essary to be taken, s1rnll also be determined by the said 
to the 

O 
Cottnctk and notice of such determination shall be given by them 

place of wne;d w en known, if a resident of the city, or left at his usual 
resid 

11 
reSJ ( ence. or, abode. If the owner is not known, or is a non­

to ali ;e;!~ns r9) t days. notice by pu~lication on the official bulletin boards 
within ten (ro m erested shall be gn'.en. S~ch ow11er may, at arty time, 
writing. of h' ) 1da:i;s after such notice,. 1!ot1fy the Common Council, in 
their apprais~- \ecti<?n to take such bt11ldmg, o,r part of . building, at 
deducted b · th r;! In such case. the amount of_ such appraisal shall be 

Y e ommon Council from the estimated damages for the 

29 
land and buildings, where they belong 'to the same owner; a11d from the 
estimated damages for the build\ng where they belong to• different owners; 
and the owner shall have such tune. for the removal of such building, after 
the confirmation of the assessment, as the Common Council may allow. If 
the owner shall refuse .. to take the building at the appraisal, ·or fail to give 
notice of . his election as aforesaid,. within the time prescribed, t11e11 no de~ 
du.ction shall be tnade :from the estimated damages aforesaid, and the Com­
mon Council shall, after the confirnrntion of the assessment, and after the 
money is collected or otherwise pi;ovided and ready in the hands of the 
Treasurer, to be paid over to the owner for his damages, proceed to sell 
such building or part of building at public auction, for cash, giving ten 
(10) days' public notice of the sale by publication, and cause sucl1 building 
to be. then forthwith removed. The proceeds of such sale shall. be paid 
into the city treasury, to the credit of the local impro<vement fond. 

Sec. 12. Joint Owners-Land Subject to Lease. If the lands and 
buildings belong to different persons, or if the land be subject to lease, 
the damages due to such persons, .respectively, may be awarded to them 
by the Common CQuncil, iess the benefits resulting to them, respectively, 
from the improvement. . 

Sec, r3. Assessment of Benefits. Having ascertained the damages 
and expenses of such improvement, as aforesaid, the Common CouncH shall 
thereupon apportion and assess the same, together with t11e costs of the 
proceedings upon the real estate fronting upon or by said Common Coun~ 
cil deemed benefited, in proportion to the benefits resulting thereto from 
the improvement as nearly as may be, and shall briefly describe the real 
estate upon wh~ch their assessment may be made; and it shall constitute 
no legal objection to such assessment, that the amount thereof eithe.r ex­
ceeds or falls short of the original estimate of the cost of the improvement 
submitted by the Common Council. 

Sec. 14. Notice of Assessment-Hearing-Confirmation-New Assess.­
mcnts, When. When completed, said Common Council shall cause to be 
given ten (10) days' notice by publication, to the effect that such assess­
ment has been completed, and that at a time and place therein specified 
the said Common Council will meet for the purpose of hearing objections, 
and that unless sufficient cause is shown to the contrary, the same will 
be confirmed and when so confirmed, shall be entered in a book kept for 
that purpose: Ali objections t!) said assessments shall be. in writing a11d 
filed with the Clerk of said city at least one (r) day pnor to the said 
meeting of said Common Council last tne1:tio1u:d. Provided, howev7r, 
that the said Common Council may, in its. d1screti~11, allow any party m­
terested, who has accidentally or jnad1ertentl:y omttte~ to, file his o~­
jections aforesaid, to do so at the time of meetmg of ~aid Co1;11non Coui:ctl 
aforesaid. Should no quoru1n be present. at the said apl?omted meetmg 
of said Common Council the said meeting. may be adJo.urned by the 
member or members of said Common Council present, or 1~ none of the 
members are present by the City Clerk to such other convement tiine and 
place as may be dee~ed expedient. Provided, furtl!er, that not~ing herein 
contained shall preclude the said Com,mon Counci_l from causmg a. new 
notice as aforesaid to be given of a meetmg of the said Common Council for 
the purpose of hearing objectiollS to said asses~men!, and for the c9nfirma­
tion thereof in the same manner as before requ_ired, m case the p1·evious no~ 
tic:e shall be found imperfect or in case of a failure of the attendan~e of the 
members of said Common Council, or. for any. o!her reason !"htch shall 
be satisfacto,ry to said Common Councd for so d011:g, The si;.1d Com1;1on 
Council shall have the power to adjourn such ~earing from time to time, 
and shall have power, in their discretion, to revise, correct, confirm or set 
aside the said assessment and proceed to make an assessment de novb, 
without any further notice. Said .ass~ssment, when ~onfir.med, shall be 
final and conclusive upo,n all parties mterested therem, except as here-
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.inaftet otherwise provided. When said assessment is confirmed, a warrant 
under the seal of said city shall issue to the Treasurer of said city for the 
collection of the same from the property on which the same has been as­
sessed, signed by the Mayor and City C,lerk. If said assessment shall be 
set aside by the said Common Council as aforesaid or by the court, the 
said Cornmpn Council · shall proceed de nova to make another or new 
assessment, and they shall proceed in like manner and give like notice as 
herein required in relation . to the first, and all parties in interest shall 
have like rights, and the -said Common Council shall perform like duties, 
and have like powers in relation to any subsequent determination, as are 
hereby given in relation to the first. As soon as practicable after the 
said. assessment has been confirmed and entered, the City Clerk of said 
city, shall cause a notice by publication o,f the same to be given in the 
published proceedings of the Common Council. 

Sec, :r5. Appeal~i'{otice-Bond-Pleadings-Jurisdiction of Court. 
Any person whose property has been appropriated, and who has filed ob­
jections to such assessment as hereinbefore provided, shall have the right 
at any time within ten (IO) days· after the publication of said notice pro­
vided for in the next preceding section to appeal to the district court of 
the County of Dakota· of this State, from the order confirming said assess­
ment. Said. appeal shall be made by filing a written notice with the City 
Clerk specifying the name o,£ the court to which the appeal is taken, and 
a description of the property of said appellant so appropriated, and the 
objections of said appellant to such assessment, and by filing with the 
clerk 0£ said co11rt, within tetl (10) days thereafter, a copy of said notice 
of apJ?eal and objections, together with a bond to, the City of West St. 
Paul conditioned to pay all costs which may be awarded against the ap­
pel1ai1t, in Suell sum and with such sureties as shall be approved by the 
judge of said court of record in this State, together with a copy of such 
notice, with the date of filing thereon certified by the City Clerk. In case 
of an appeal a copy of the assessment roll as confirmed aforesaid, certified 
by the City Clerk, at the expense of the appellant, which shall in no case 
exceed. the sum of three (3) dollars, shall be filed in the office of the 
clerk of the court to which such appeal shall be taken, and the cause shall 
be· docketed by such clerk in the name of the person taking such appeal 
against the City of West St. Paul as an "appeal from assessments." The 
said cause shall then be at issue, and it may be brought on for hearing 
by either party, and sha:11 have the preference in order of trial over all civil 
causes pending in said court. Such appeal shall be tried in said court as in 
the case of other civil causes, except that no pleading shall be necessary, 
and on such trial the only question to be passed upon shall be whether 
the said Common Council had jurisdiction in the case, and whether the 
valuation of the property- specified in the objections is a fair valuation, 
and the assessment, so far as it affects such property, is a fair and impartial 
assessment. The judgment o,f the court shall be either to confirm or annul 
the assessment in so far as the same affects the property appropriated 
aforesaid of the said appellant, from which judgment no appeal or writ of 
error shall lie. Costs and disbursements may, be taxed upon said appeal 
as in other civil cases, but the judgment entered therefor against said city 
shall be a separate judgment and paid out of the local improvement fund 
pf said city. . 

Sec. 16. Payment of Damages-Water Powers-Deeds. When such 
assessment shall have been confirmed the same shall be a lawful and suffi­
cient condemnation of the 1and ordered to be appropriated and of every 
right, title, estate, lien and interest therein except as to those who have 
appealed therefrom as provided by section fifteen (15) of this chapter, 
The City of West St. Paul shall thereupon cause to be paid to the o,wner 
of such property the amount of damages over and above all benefits which 
may have been awarded therefor. If in any case there shall be any doubt 
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as to who is entitled to the damage for land taken the city may require 
of the claimant a bond with good and sufficient sureties to, ho1d the city 
harmless from all loss, cost and expenses in case any other person sho.uld 
claim such damages. In all cases the title to the land taken and con­
demned in the manner aforesaid shall be vested absolutely in the City of 
West St. Patti in fee simple, Provided, however, that when it may be 
necessary t0 condemn any land for the opening, extension o,r the widen­
ing of any street over which any stream of water runs, and which the own~r 
thereof may desire to utilize as a water power, the Common Council; 
upon being advised of such facts, may order th~ taking and tite con­
demnation of the necessary land for su'ch street, with the reservation that 
the owner of such land shall have the right to construct flumes or mill 
races across, through or under said ~treet, and c'!nstruct dams 3:bove and 
below said street and the flow of said land; provided further said flumes, 
races, dams or flowing i::hall be so constructed and used as no_t to ob­
struct public travel on said street. It shall be the duty of the City Cletk 
to cause all deeds taken by the city of land acquired by condemnat~on 
to be recorded without delay, and the said clerk shall be the custodian 
thereof. In case no deed is giyen it shall be the dutr of said cle~k to 
cause the county auditor and Ctty Treasurer to be not1~e~ of the title so 
acquired by the city, giving to each of the~ a description of the land 
so acquired and it shall be the duty of the register of deeds of the County 
of Dakota to record all such deeds without requiring the certificate of the 
county auditor county treasurer or city treasurer that the taxes and 
assessments th~reon have been paid. . 

Sec. 17. Possession of Property on Easement .. The <;:1ty of West St. 
Paul shall have the right to enter upon and take possession of .the lands 
and property ordered to be condemned, or of any easement therem, and. to• 
appropriate such lands, property or easem~nt to the purposes for which 
the same is condemned upon the confirmation of the assessment, as he_re­
inbefore provided. tn case an appeal shall be tak<:n from the c,o·nfirmatton 
of such assessment the same shall not delay the nght of the city to enter 
upon and appropriate the property condemned. 

Sec. 18. Covenants, etc., Between Landlords :ind Tenants. When the 
whole of any lot or parcel of land or other pre11!1ses un!1er lease '!r other 
contract shall be taken for the purposes aforesaid by virtue of tlus char­
ter, all the covenants, contrac_ts and !1greemen~s between landlords and 
tenants, or any other contractmg parties t'!uching !he s:ime or any P.art 
thereof, shall, upon publication of the 11ohc<; reqwred m the precedmg 
section respectively cease and be absolutely discharged. 

Se~. 19. Parts 'of Lots Un~er Contract, Vvhere part only of any lot 
or parcel of land or other premises so un~er lease1 or other ~ontract, shall 
be taken for any of the purposes aforesaid. by virtue of tlus act, ~11 ~he 
covenants, contracts and agreements respectmg t)1e same, upon publtcatton 
of the aforesaid notice, shall be absolutely. d1sch3:rged as to the part 
thereof taken, but shall remain valid as to the residue thereof; a~d the 
rents, considerations and payments reserve1, payable and to be paid for 
·1n ~c " • t. ,.,1n s~mc Ph~11 he SQ n,:npor.t1oned as that the part thereof , ~~v"u u " '- '" ' u• -· ~ •' 'd 1 f d 11· II justly artd equitably payable for sttch rest ue t 1ereo , an no more, s a 
be paid and recoverable for the same. . . d' 

Sec. 20• Record of Proceedings---;Certified Copies_. . All prosee mgs 
taken by the Common Council in carrying out the prov1s1ons of tins chap­
ter shall be recorded in a book or books kep~ fo: that purpose by the 
City Clerk, describing particularly the, respectrv:e 1ml?rove1:1ents and. the 
real estate taken and assessed. The said .hooks m which said pro~eedmgs 
have been entered aforesaid, and the official files and pa_vers of. said. Com­
mon Council shall be deemed public records. and be pnma facie. evidence 
of the tacts therein stated, and certified c?pies thereof by. th~ <:;ity cier; 
or officer having proper custody thereof, with the seal of said city attac e , 
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to the property owners to be assessed or their agents, residc11t in 
West Sai~1t Pau!, at least four (4) Aays prior to the making of an assess­
ment, upon "'.h1ch car~ SIJall be. either printed or written substantially 
what the publ!she~l notice _is reqm:ed to contain, but the failure to, give 
such personal notice shal! m 110 wise affei,;t the validity of said assessment 
or of any of the proceedmgs. 

Sec. 24. Duties of Common Council Same as in Condemnation Pro­
ceedings. When the Common Council shali have completed their assess­
ment provid~d for ~n sections _twenty-~wo _(22) and twenty-three (23), they 
shaJI cause ltke notice t? b~ given of Lhe time and place when said Council 
shall meet to hear ob3ect1ons, and for tl1e confirmation of such assess­
meut, as hereinbefore required iu relation ta assessments for the cou­
demnatio11 of real estate; and objections sl1all be made iu like mauner and 
under the ~ame. regulations and COIJ,ditions, and all parties in interest 'sha!l 
have t_he ltke rights (excepF the r(ght of appeal), and the said Common 
Council shall perform the like dubes, and have like power in relation to 
such assessments as are herein given in relation to such assessments for 
the condemnation of real estate. When confirmed by the said Common 
~om1cil, said a~sessmcnts shaU be final and conclusive upon all parties 
mterested therem, and shall be coUected as in other cases and no appeal 
shall lie in any case from the order of confirmation. If 'any assessment 
be annulled or set aside, the said Common Council shall proceed. de novo 
to make another or new assessment in like manner, and give like 11otic; 
as herein required in relation to the first. 

Sec. 25. Assessment Confirmed-Warrant Issued-Appeal not to Delay 
Collection Except as to Property of .A,ppellant. When any special assess­
ment shall have been confirmed it shall be the duty of the City Clerk to 
issue a warrant for the collection thereof; which shall be under the seal of 
said city and signed by the Mayor and City Clerk, and shall contain a 
pri1,ted or written copy of the assessment roll as confirmed as aforesaid, or 
so much thereof as describes the real estate and the amount of the assess­
ment in eai,;h case. In case of any appeal as provided for by section fifteen 
(15) of this title said appeal shall not delay or affect the collection of the as­
sessn~ent under such warrant, except as ~o the property of such appellant. 
And m case such appeal shall be sustained, and the assessment in rela­
tion to saiµ property of said appellant. shall be set aside by the court, the 
Common Council shall make a ,1ew assessment as to the property of such 
appellant last mentioned, proceeding de nova as in the original assess­
ments relating to improvements referred to. in this chapter and in case the 
amount of damages or recompense which said Common Council may award 
such appellant upon such new assessment shall exceed the first, the Com­
mon Council shall make a new assessment upon the property to be bene­
fited to pay the difference which may have been awarded appellant, to­
gether with the costs and expenses of such new ~ssessment, 

Sec. 26. Two or lVIore Notices may be Combm.ed. Two (2) or more 
of the notices required or authorized by thi? cl!apter to• be given by the 
Common Council or the City Clerk, by pubhcation on the official buJletin 
boards of the city in any special assessment proceedings, may be com­
prised in one (1) advertisement: provided, however, such 11otices are of the 
same general character, or for like object. And, provided, . that in other 
respects the notice so published shall suffi~i~ntly comply with the essen­
tial statutory requirements. And the _prov1s1ons ~f this. section s1:all ex­
tend to, and embrace all notices required to be given on the officrnl bul­
letin boards of the city, by the City Tre.asurer, of the delivery to him of all 
special assessment warrants for collect10n. 

Sec. 2.7, Assessments First Paid . out of Local ,Improvement Fund. 
When the Common Council of said city shall _deter.mine to make any lo­
cal improvements in the mam1er provided for m tlus chapter, the cost of 
which is to be paid out of assessments on the property fronting upon or 
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beneiited thereby, the cost . of such ir_nprovement may be paid in the first 
place, under proper res9Jut~o11s of said Common c;:ouncil, out of the local 
m1pr~vement fund of sa~d city, and 011 the completion of said improvement 
the City Clerk shaUcerhfy the cost thereof to the Common Council, and an 
assessment for. such cost shall be made, levied and collected in the same 
manner as though the work had been performed by contract as herein­
before in this clu1pter. pr!)vided; at;d th~ proceeds of such assessment when 
collected shall be patd mto the local 1mprovement fund of said city out 
of which the original cost thereof. was in the first instance met. ' 

Sec: 28, Delivery of W11rrants. All warrants issued for the collection 
~f speqal as~e~sments shall . be delivered by the City Clerk to the City 
1 reasurer, w1thm ten days after the issuance thereof, taking his receipt 

therefor. 
Sec. ~9- Notice by Treasurer. Upon the receipt of any warrant for 

the collection of any special assessment the City Treasurer shall forth­
with giv~ notice by publication on the official bulletin boards of the city, 
that such warrant is in his hands for collection, briefly describing its 
nature, . an,d requesting a!L ~ersons interested to make iJDmediate pay-. 
ment at his office, and that m default thereof the same will be collected 
at the cost and expense ofthe persons liable for the payment of such as­
sessment, 

Sec .. Jo. Lien of Assessments for Local Improvements. All assess-
11?-e,nts upon _real property for local improvements levied under the pro~ 
v1s,ons o_f this charter shall be a pa.ramount lien upon the real property 
upon i.yhtch they are imposed from the date of the warrant issued for the 
col!ecbon thereof, and of equal rank with tlrn lien of the state for taxes 
which have been .or may be levied upon said property under the general 
l~ws of the state; and that the general rules of law as to priority of tax 
hens Shall apply equally to the liens of such assessments and to such liens 
for gen~ra1 taxes1 with the same force. and effect as though all of the liens 
aforesaid and all of the taxes and assessments aforesaid, were of the same 
genera! character and imposed for the same purpose and by the same 
auth,ority, without regard· to the priority in point of time of the attaching 
of either ~f safd liens, and a sale or perfecting title under either shall not 
bar or extmgmsh ·the other. 

Sec. 3I. Penalty. on. Unpaid. Assessments. If the assessments 
charged in any special assessment warrant, whether made by reason 
of the appropriation or condemnation of land, or for any other improve­
ment whatsoever. tmder the provisions of this chapter shall not be paid 
befor_e October first (tst) of each year, the assessment then remaining 
unpaid sh:tll be collected with a penalty attached at the rate of twelve (12) 
per cent . m the manner hereinafter provided. 

Se~. 32. Assessment Rolls Reported to County ~uditor for Collecti(?n, 
The City Treasurer shall keep a record of a11 assessment rolls of special 
asses~ments for local improvements and all of such assessments as remain 
\tl}paid on. the first day of October of each year shall be report~d by the 
City. Tre,1surer to the County Auditor of Dakota County and said County 
Auditor s~all extend the unpaid assessments and penalties in proper col­
umns against the property assessed and such assessments shall be •col­
lected and the payment thereof enforced with and in the like manner as 
State, County and other taxes are collected and the payment thereof en­
forced; and such assessments when collected shall be paid over by the 
County Treasurer to the City Treasurer of said city, together with all 
costs, pen~lties and interest collected thereon, at the time of making pay­
ment of city taxes to the City Treasurer. Provided, however, that assess­
ments which have been completed less than thirty days before the first day 
of October in any year shall not be reported to the _Cottnty Attdito~ until 
0'f!e year from the first day of October next succeedmg the completion of 
said assessments. 
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. ·sec. 33. Treasurer's Succes~or Sh11ll Act .. Any change made in the 
mcumht;.nt of the. office of the City Treasurer during the pendency of any 
proceedmgs, shall not operate to affect or delay the satne but the suc­
cessor or successors in office, of sttch City Treasurer shall 'be authorized 
to do all acts necess~ry to·. complete such proceedings, the same as if his 
predecessor had contmu~d m office. In case of a vacancy occurring in any 
such office, 1.h_e proceedmgs s~all be prosecuted by the City Clerk until 
such vacancy 1s filled by election or otherwise. . · 

Se_c. ,34, Un~oreseen Obstacle:3. to Improvements. If the Common 
Counc1l, m carrym~ out t!1e provis1on.s of t~is chap~er, should find un­
for?seen <?bstacles m. grachng,. ex~avatmg, . fillmg, pavmg, or in any case 
of improvmg or openmg ?r w1demng streets, levees, alleys or public high­
ways, or sewers, not provided for, the Common Cottncil may by resolution 
order such change or modification in such improvement to meet such un­
forese~n obstacles.as th~ said Common.Council may deem equitable and just, 
on their own motio11, e1ther bef01:e or after ~he confirmation of a11y assess­
ment, or before o_r after ,the lettmg o: ipakmg of any contract to do the 
same, or a~ any time while th? work 1s m progress, by a two-thirds (2-3) 
vote of said Common Council; and any additional expense occasioned 
by such change or modification of the improvement may pe included in 
the original assessment or raised by an additional assessment upon the 
property benefited by such improvement, to the extent of such benefits. 

Provided, however, that no such work shall be done until ordered by 
the Common Council by a two-thirds (2-3) vote of the members elect. 

Provided, further, . that in all contracts the case of such unforeseen 
obst~cles shall be anticipated as far as possible by the Common Council 
causmg a schedule to be made, cla~s.ifying the various kinds of work and 
ma_terial and fixing the price to be paid by the city for such work or ma­
terial as may become necessary but cannot be foreseen; but said schedule 
shall be appr01Ved by the Common Council, and a copy thereof shall be 
signed by the bidder and attached to his bid, and the same shall be at­
tached to and made a part of the contract but no additional expense shall 
be incurred other than may be absolutely necessary to overcome such un­
foreseen obstacles. The said Common Co,uncil shall lmve power to correct 
any error, omission or mistake in any assessment, either before ot after 
the confirmation, up to the time judgment may be obtained thereon either 
as to the amount, or owner, or descriptiort, so as to · conform to the facts 
and rights of the case as intended; and if by reason of such error, omis­
sion or mistake, the. assessment sha11 be reduced below the amount of 
money required to pay the costs and expenses of said improvement the 
Common Council shall make a new assessment upon the property ben~fited 
to make up the deficiency, together with. the cost and expenses of such 
11ew assessment. Provided, further, that five (s) days' notice of the time 
and place of making such correction shall be given by publication 011 the 
official bulletin boards of the city, unless tt1e owner of the real estate af­
fected be present or consent thereto. Said correction shall be entered 
of record. and a copy thereof filed with the City Treasurer. Provided 
further, that if the expense required to oyercome such unforeseen ob~ 
stacles will materially increase the cost which would be incurred in the 
work if such unforeseen obstacles had not occurred, then the Co;mmon 
Council shall have the power by a two-thirds (2-.3) vote of the members 
elect to rescind the contract so far as the uncompleted part of the work 
is concerned, and may, in their descretion. by a two-thirds (2-3) vote o,f 
the members elect, after such recission, order the wo,rk to be relet as 
other work is let under this chapter, and t~e original contractor in such 
case shall be entitled to be paid for the portion of the work done by him, 
ratably, according to the contract price, as nearly as the same can be as­
certained, and no more. 



. ,' 

36 
Sec .• ~. ln~.u: "fJ'f P.e!ectiye ~f.ieiism~nts, ·Cnr-ed 1w New At.sess-

111.~nte. U for ~Y ,c,am;e ':the proceeili:igs of the C-ommon Council or an:' 
of its officers ro;,y be foUlltl frregu}ar or de:1\cth-e, whether jttrlsrlictipnal 
ID' -otherwise. ·t.he 'Comtt.O;J Coundl may o,n.1er a new assessment 1rom 
time to time, ;iµ{l :.l:S mt~ as neel'ls 'be, 1.t11til a sufficient sum is realized 
Jrow the re.il eslate 1nmeJ:ited iiy such impro,·ement t,J Jl1lY all tne costs, 
'damages anil exp.en.ses :inetU'r.eo thereby. 

See. 36, ~e Jfor ¥'Stfu.1atin,g Beneilts. lt ;;baU b~ the drrt:y _of tbe 
Common Counial, 1n •~-sl.mwti~g the benefits to any pnrt1cu1a:r lot, piece or 
wired .of lani!, 10 me futo rom,ideration ihe natme of the owner's inter­
:est therein, the form :and position ,of their Ee,ernl parcels of land, the 
f,Jttalified ,:ights of the pwner in ,:eference to it_s employments. and cany 
c.lher cir!:Umstirtli:es :wbc,'h rende. tbe proposed unprCTT'ement mi:,re or Jess 
1}en,!lncial tr; lrim or fh:em, and ~ .determination and assessment or esti­
mate :of hen.efits 'Of ,s;:id '.l:maro :s'h:all be :final, e:xcept ·wbere an .. pperu is u-
:pressly allowed under 'the ;pro."isions of t1ris d1m-ter. , ~ . 

Set. 37. Deeds ,pl Record Must Have Treasur,er s Certificate That As­
:s.c:ssmentt:l 31r,e ;!I.aid. The ugister .of :deetls cl Dakota County ,sha1l not 
re.cord any tl.ee:il Itom ;a tpl".ll"ate person or private corporation nnless fhere 
h#-"J!'Il~d an ·;;ru:11 i!eed a certificate :oif ihe City Treasurer tbat ~ :assess­
ments :for local imprm:ements ha,e he-en paid, :and any w'io1ation 'Of mis 
provision by the r£gJster o! ,deeds sba1l be a . nnsdem&1.nor an4 be pun­
:ishetl by .i. fine not -exceeding doub1e the .imount of the nnµm_d ~ssess• 
ntent. lt :shall be tlie ,fluty ,Of the City Treasurer, upon the apphcation ?f 
aey l)Jll'SP11 ·mtersed in such ,deed, w11ere tbe assessment has been pa.1!1, 
;m,d not ollierwise. to make S'llth cem:ficttti: fri:e t,f ;charge, but '.the .satd 
·city Treasurer £ball nm: ,certify tbat said ~ssessmenf has 1?een.IHUd in an:r 
i:ase ·wh!!I'£ tne J!1'opfrty has been !)'llr-.cbased by the ~md c::ity, mid me 
fone for. 1".etlemptinn 1Uls , not expir.ed, and foe 'City still holds t'h~ cter­
tiilcale, cl :5tile; 

.5:ec. ,38. · !Plats ,of :Condemned Lands to be Filed. It is !b_ereby made 
fire duty of the :Common Council., as soon as nny assessment lS ,con~ed 
in .any pro:ca-fiing far ,r;t;ntlemning :a.,y land by said city, o, ti: condemn:ng 
any 1,,wpes by -sa1d -c'i'ty., to m;:ik-e or cause 10 be made :a <t:ert1ficate settm! 
furth the £E12eril ,desc:ripticms of the lands ~0ndenmed nnd the 'Slopes 
taken by saiil cetty m snid proceedings, .and to ma'k"' ~,r cauf'e t? . b.t; ma~e 
,an .i.ecurate 1>lat :Shtrwing t:be lands .aml slopes t~iken by smd n~ m s~1d 
:p.roc.eedings, :and ihe Mayor and the City Oetk :,;;im11 attnc'h to. sm~ cerufi­
cate nm11:o said ~at their 'l'lftkfal signatures, m:d foe se:11 of. s:nd city shall 
alsn he nttacheil to said -certificate a11t'1 to s:nd plat. am'l ,t s1d1 be the 
duty of :said Common {):mndl ::md 'befote a w:arrant is issued for the col­
lection ru .any assessme:in ih, ~u.:h c,,~1denm::i:tfon, :111d bef":e .any further 
J'lTOI!eecling 't1iercin, to •Nntse said c'<'ttiheate to be Tecord~<l m t11e office of 
th!! register ,of ·d~e& ,of Dakota Co\Ulfy, :md to cause smd ,plat t<i :be £led 
for preserNation in tbe ,oftke -of said rei~ister of deeds -0f Da1mita County, 
mrd the wgister -0i' ,deeds tif Dakota C-otmty s'lmH ,ca:reft:llr n!e apd ~r:~ 
serve such -plat fa a bt1't~K pi·epttted fo, sucl\ putl)ose, ::md 1n recordmg ":ud 
i::erriii.cate Jie sball 1uake :a notation trpon the TecoTd thereof slmwmg 
where suid 'Dfo.t G'tl. lhe ;f~)Ulid in his '(){flee, and said tl:gister of deeds shall 
Te~ive from t:h1:' 'trenswrs (If s:\1d dty. for said service. the same fees as 
m other like cases fur similar setvices. 

. See. .39. Adverse '.Posisestion. No right, title, -estate ot •c:nsem-ent of t11e 
Ctty of ':\l\"est :St. Paul in or lt) at,y \lt<'t'H'rty shall M prtjud1ced or kst by 
an adv'erse 11ossessim, ,ot ntcupancy. . • 

Sec. 40. :t\ssessn,:eitts Must be Cotnllleted. It is herehs mnde t!1e dut! 
of t~ _Common Cmmcil afh'r t\\.:: .\l)ptoval ,,t any e,Jntract let 1<,r any 
111;1hhc nnpr.:rqtme11t for wlfrch ;m assess1,1cnl ts t,() h: ma~e. tn proceed 
\\'lthont 1.mne.cessat,y '1day tt, th\" ('nmph.'H(m ,,nJ l',~1d1_rmat1ou nf t~1e as-
5:efillment for the ,dirmagcs, tosls ;i.nd 'ex\,t'ltScs for 1-a1<i 1mprovement~. 

37 

Sec. 4r. Sidewalks, Anntial Contracts for, It is hereby made the duty 
of the Common Council of the City of West St. Paul to annually cause 
proposals to be published irt th.e same manner and for the same lengtl1 of 
time as in the case of other public improiyements, for ·the construction, 
r.epair and relaying of such sidewalk as may be ordered built, repaired 
or relaid by the Common Council prior to the first day of November in 
each year. 

Provided, however, that the Common Council may, whenever in their 
opinion the public interest will be subserved thereby, cause propo•sals for 
bids to be published in the manner hereinbefore prescribed, and award a 
separate contract for the construction, repair and relaying of wood side­
walks; and also for one or more contracts for the construction, repair and 
relaying of sidewalks of stone, brick, ceme11t, asphalt, composition, or other 
permanent material. General plans and specifications applicable to all 
sidewalks that may be ordered built, repaired or relaid during the year by 
said Common Council shall be made and £led with the City Clerk at least 
ten (to) clays before the day 11amed for the receipt of said bids, and the 
work shall be let and placed tmder co,11tract, as now provided by law for 
the construction, relaying and repair of sidewalks for which an assess­
ment is to be made, except that the bids for the construction, repair and 
relaying of said sidewalks shall be accompanied by a bond to the City of 
West St. Paul in such sum as the Commort Council may direct, executed by 
the bidder and two (2) responsible sureties, conditioned that he wi11 enter 
into and execute a contract to perform the work for the price mentioned 
it1 his bid, according to the plans and specifications, in case a contract 
shall be awarded him. And in case of default on his part to execute the 
contract and perform the work, said· bond may be sued and judgment 
recovered thereon by the said city, for the full amount thereof, in any 
court having jurisdiction of the amouilt; a~d, except furthe~, tha\ the 
question of what constitu_tes the lowest tel~ab!e and responsible b1d~er 
may be determined by said Co?1mon Council rn~ependent and ex~lus1ve 
of the bond requited by this section .. Whenever said Commoi1 Counctl shall 
pass a final order for the construction of such sidewalks, 1t shall be th_e 
duty of the Common Council, without any unnece~sary delay, to transmit 
a copy of sidd order to the person or persons havmg_ the c~ntract for the 
construction, repair or relaying of side~alks, for the time being, who shall, 
without unnec!!ssary delay, cause the s1~ewalk so ?rdered_ construct;d, re­
laid or repaired, by the Common Council, to be bmlt, relaid or repaired as 
the case may be. . . . • h 'II 

Sec. 42. Assessments for Sidewalks. 'fhe said ~ommon C?ttnc1l s . ~ 
a~ soon as practicable after the construct10n, repair or relarmg of sa1d 
sidewalks, assess the amounts, as nearly as they c_an ascertain t!ie saip,e, 
which will be required to defray the cost o! such improvement, includmg 
the necessary expense of making and collect1!1g ,such assessment, upon t~e 
real estate or lots of land benefited by said !mpr?vement. Y"hei:i said 
assessment is completed, the sa}d board shall g1v_e six (6) days notice by 
ptiblication on the official bulletin boards .of the. city, to th_e effect that at a 
time and place therein specified that said assessment will 1?e 1:onfirmed, 
unless sufficient cause is shown to the contr~ry, apd that ?bJections must 
be filed one (I) day before such tim~ of meetmg with the City 9erk. Such 
obiections shall be made and filed m the same manner, and said Common 
Council shall pro•ceed in hearing. the same, and have the same power to 
revise, correct, confirm or set aside sucl~ assessment, ?r pro,ceed de novo 
as provided in section fourteen (r4) qf tlus chapter. Said asse~sment, when 
confirmed, shall be final and conclusrve, and no appeal ~hall he therefrom. 
A warrant shall issue for the collection thereof, and said assess!llent shall 
be enforced and co.Jlected as other assessments made under this chapter. 

Sec. 43, Contractor's Neglect-Permfts to P:operty . Owners. _When• 
ever the said contractor shall fail to build, repair or relay any sidewalk 



':J.ritffiTu~ tii~· ·fhf&: t!tt:i~r;.tte6 try ;t&e: C~mm~tt ~m--~~ c~ :~ ~7" ~~ -r:e­
,:,y:;ect-f:-i11, t6 (!(;fil~;,;w Witb tfl~ term,i; c;f hfa sari! ~~::-ra..-...t;_ ,::;i;,~ ur::=rc:r: G:,-.-=cr 
ti1- i~r; iiiG-Oi'et-i6n slr§'11 Jill.Vt> 'P~lcf to fatr.fsf; Md we mell. ;,.."tr.'.' era~~ roe 
C-Stzri,1e-"~ t11~ W6f1': tmd tbM'ge the exi;;emie tr,, ta:e ;:;;rr::~. ~ fi':.e 
'.>'i.:.ti~ sfl;:'f.1 l".ie b..tire..e& ft(1fa any m6ney-; due him,, c;::- ts; c~CL~ c:.;e s::=h 
,:f,G~~6~,c (,f ta'ti::,f f,e corltcted from him m a. ao:;: C.'7 :a::f &.:-;: CC" ~d 
Cs-;."rr11,o:1J O_,.uxr~tt, r..ra~ read'ltttfae for bids fo~ t~e- a::~~,;:; ,it :±-~ -=­
,u,;.~i:ittfted. iJa:l! 61'. !laid eontract, and fot a C6nt~t hr: ~r:e saze- ~--=r: as 
f1et:dl1Mt6rtt ril"'v-Vided in the o;-igfoal .contt~ To: ca3e- fa1: ez o:::::­
Cf'aa6t' tf-.&1! ~t6~ to pr-opedy perlonn and cl'J:m:rie:e f6 ~ ;:,-,..:r=t,. 
~ ;tlt t'i-ce ~m,;ifafo~,, daui;es, _ matters and thregs; -~cr c~~.ci, me 
sa.i.! C::;nn··..1;;.ti Coi:mo! may, upon said rontractar fili.-:::gw::::'! cize C:'"='7 ~ 
&.ri «!Jma-:;-rt t."ia:e alt_ wo;;'k; labor and materla! fu-: W~'" = e:.-La::e is 
~;~td r~ {~(:-;- i;;afd foi;-, from time to time, as ~ ~.:-c -;,;:;c:-k r;r;c;:z::cses. 
~i'1t tr,,. %id cdntracta-r every thirty (30) days an ~tr:'.:'/,,. .. ,. c:f tfa:, ;-.,,=t 
~..-~.:1ir e:<..11eff~ re.se:ving; however, fifteen (:[5-1, ~er c:e-"' c;:e..-e:_ ~ Pr,:i:­
<:ri:lWt f¼w:~er1 that said fifteen (Y5} per cent shall !re fu-c;Tfs>c' l::'l. ti;.,e fu:aYi 
e~fm4,e :a:!owed said contractor. Provided fttrtf.er, I:.>1-;;;a.-er. t''1C'" c,:'-r-;,.zz 
i;;t- tf'fe: rt:;:-,~riin% se~cm. shalt be construed to _prevent ~ f='CJ;:lertj' Gt1t:er 
tmm ,:x.xrcu.-crct:irg !ts, hls or her own sidewal~ at rt.£, n:s = c:,;r cw.::: ~­
~ 1;I:?Efui: tile aatnorify and direction of the Co=e-::r: D::t:::,:iL a::~ scid 
Cc;:m~tt u:,u:_.clr is ~eby authorized to grant ta s::::ch pri:;;e-.--t:i c=:;r a 
~lt' ,;-c t,r,, ao. In case a finaI order shall have oeen: =ie !f:l,,- t::e Cc-:n­
~11 G::.rumil far tile construction, relaying or reoaitfu"' c!r a:::."v ;;f:::ev.ralk. 
!1;:e ow:::er o.f tile property where such -sidewalk is t.o he c0c.s~!:::ed',. -:e.:.. 
rafrfc.r- ~.a:ked =der sucir order; may, at i~, his or- b:, O~lif.: eli~cc.. cm:i:­
~~ :=era1: er repair, as the case may be, such S!Jewalk c.:er c::: afo::g 
:t;,;,, il;s. er: tt;l'" pl.'illperty forthwith in conformity to tt,e sa=c ,:;r.:er. up,:m 
c~~:zr.:rg with th:e following conditions! Such p:i;-operty cwr::e::c e!'.ecting 
;f} ~~s~ :i:,:~y Or repair, its, his or her own side"'~k. as af:,~aid, shall 
r..te: w!'.tfl tte City Clerk a written notice, snbscnoed by sndi 0:~er IC':- its. 
fa:~ ur frer agent within ten days after the passage Q.f said r'm-.t ,;,:der o!1 r-.s. 
~ r;;r; n:e:c mten.non to construct, relay or repair, as the ~z.se mav he~ its. 
~ i::r: mtr own sidewalk, and it shall thereupon be the dttty d the City 
i_~z; c: .;s.r.mt tO' Sttlih persou a permit so- to do, within thirty davs fr0m a 
<m.1: Gt' t:n:e to be specified in said permit. TI1e said ,~rk snail he done 
.:m:~ ti'!,'! Sllpemsfon Ul(d uirectian Ot the Common Counc-J. =d. the City 
C!e-..c srat~gwe prompt notke to the city contractor d the permit so issued 
l'J:.r ~ ::ittclt own"lr having complied with ull the requ,~ments of this 
r;tr-:nmm. _.md within the s-.'tl period of thirty days, shall be e:i-empt fr{>nl any 
;;;::io"";Em:,,.n": on account l-t th(• slclewnlk so constru.cted, refaid <:>r ~epaired 
[;y ~ ~ aforesaid •• In OtlM the- snhl l1wner shall fail t..1 comply with this 
r;rr:._::,:,:s:, m w~ote or tn pat't, the city cl,ntractor shall pNceed to t'.:9-nStruct, 
ra~ er- r_epatt _tl'u~ sidewnlk tWl'\' 1,r along the property of such ov.-ner 
a:s ~i::e-creu. Ul said final onler, and the property e>f' Stich owner benefited by 
s:1:cn. =trrovement shall be t\S!lNlSl\bfo there-f(•r to. the e~tent ('f such benefits. 
_ _ ~c:. _ 44- f~posals £or lmprcwemet1t11-Advertisement-Sealed Bids­
~ <n:- Certified Ch~ck, WlwmWN' nn:v ptthlk improvement shall he or­
~e..'"ed: fur which. an assessment i9 tn be· mn<k, the saitl Common Council 
S,'1~ ct:u::5e propoaal.S; for doing 11:li1l Wt\l'1': tn pe- (lt\vertise4 for. a. plan or 
~file ot the wotk to be dom• m'N1m11ame;-d with spec1ficut1ons for the do­
~:r af the- same being Jirat th:1wt1itr!l with tlw Citv Clerk. to be kept by 
r"m CV~ fo~ Pttblic iUl!l)1:rth111: whkh inlv~•1·tis~nwnt shall be published for 
aTht: tear:._!en (10) days, null tilHill 11tntt~ ilt1l1stanti.\ll)• the- work to be done. 

e fr= fot the <toing of mwh wflrk slmH lw sealed bids, directed to the 
r:cmm:on Council oftli(I City pf W1•nt St. Paul, and shull ht' sealed in such 
m;ner that: they catmN hr n1w11{11\ withrntt t\Nel'ticm, aml shall be accom~ 
y_ra,'1::ed' _ by a bQt\d t0- the Cltv of WrHt St. P,ntl. in a sum not less than 
t:",-cecty { zc,1 {!el' c-1mt uf tlw 1•n»f 11f tht• work, ,u'e,;rdinit t,~ the price bid, a'l 
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n_early as c_an be as~~rtained, executed by the bidder, and two (2) respi::n­
s1ble sureties, cond1t10ned that he shall execute the work for t1re price 
mentioned i11 his bid and according to plans and specifications, in case the 
contract shall be awarded to him. And in case of default on his part to 
execute the contract and perform the_ work, said bond may be imed and 
judgment recovered thereon by the said city, for the full amount thereof, 
in any court having jurisdiction, of the amount. Said bids shall be opened 
by said Common Council at their next meeting after the time limited by 
such proposals, or such other time thereafter as said Common Council 
may appoint, and it is hereby made the duty of the Common Council, in 
case of the default hereafter of any contractor to complete his contract 
with the city within the time limited in said contract, to cause suit to be 
commenced forthwith, upon the bond executed and delivered to the city, 
in accordance with the provisions of this· section. . 

Provided, tlrnt in lieu of the bond in this section provided for, the bid­
der may deposit with said bid a duly certified check upon any of the banks 
of the City of St. Paul payable to the City Clerk for the use of the City 
of West St. Paul. Such check shall be. for ten (10) per cent .of the 
amount bid, as nearly as can be ascertained. All checks shall be returned 
to the person depositing the same after the bids are opened, except that 
of the successful bidder, which shall be retained as a guaranty that he will 
enter into a contract with the City of West St. Paul for the performance 
of the work offered to be done. The said check so retained shall be re­
turned to the successful bidder as soon as he shall have entered into a 
contract for the doing of said work. 

Sec. 45. Award of Contracts-Patent Pav~ment~. __ All con~racts shall 
be awarded to the lowest reliable and responsible bidder or bidders who 
have complied with the requirements of the preceding section, and who 
shall have guaranteed to the satisfaction of said C~mmon Council, exc<:pt 
in the case of patent pavement or pavements! when 1n such case the notice 
for bids may call for wood, stone or other kmd of pavement, and when all 
the proposals therefor are in the Commo_n Council may. select tl~e one 
which is relatively the lowest or most s~tisfacto_ry, all thmgs c<;ms1dered, 
and the decision of the Cornman Council thetem shall be final. lf the 
pavement selected is patented, the said Common Council shall_ require a 
license from the patentee to lay and relay the same for all the time there­
after free from all claims for royalty. Whereupon a contract shall be made 
on the part of said Common Council in the name of the City of West St. 
Paul, and shall be executed on the part ~f said ci~ by the Mayor or such 
other members as said Common Council may ~esignate, and the seal of 
said city shall be thereto attached, and the said contract .shall be coun­
tersigned by the City Clerk. Said contract sh.all be filed m the. office ?f 
the City Clerk. Provided, however., tbat the said C:ommon Council m3:y !n 
its discretion reject any or all bids, and tha.t said Comm9n Council m 
determining the reliability of a bid shall consider the _question of t~e re­
sponsibility o.f the bidder and his abili_tY. _to perform his ~ontract, without 
any reference to the financial respons1b1hty of the sureties on the bond. 
Provided, further, that no contract shaH be awarded. except upon or br 
vote of at least two-thirds (2-3) of the members of said Common Council 
in favor thereof. p c 

Sec. 46. Improper Construction, Remedy !or- ayments on o:itrac~s 
-Paving Repairs. The said Common. Council s~rnll reserve the right 1~ 
their said contracts, in case of improper constructi?n, to suspend. the work 
at any time and relet the same, or to order the entire reconstruction of the 
same if improperly done. In cases where the wntrac~or or contractors 
shall proceed to properly perform and complete the said contracts, Com­
mon Council may, from time to time (not oftener than once a m_onth, ex­
ce t final estimates which may be given and allowed at any time after 
th~ allowance of th~ preceding ~stimate), as the work progresses, grant to 
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said contractor or .contractors an estimate of the amount already earned, 
reserving fifteen (rs) per cent therefrom, which shall entitle said contractor 
or contractors . to rec:<;ive the amount which may be due thereon, when 
there is money applicable to the payment of such work. When the whole 
work has been cotnpleted by such contractor or contractors to the satis­
faction of the c·ommon council, the amount or balance due him shalI be 
audited by the City Clerk and allowed by th<; Common Council of said 
Cityi and shall be payable out of the moneys applicable to the payment of 
such work. Provided,, however, that in case of contracts for paving streets 
the Common Council is authorized to retain such sum and upon such 
conditions and for such lengths of time as may be agreed upon, for the 
keeping of said pavements in repair. 

Sec. 47, Owners to Furnish Abstract of Title. Before payment of 
award in condemnation proceedings to the owner of such property con­
demned the claimant of the award, shall fttrnish an abstract of title show­
ing himsel£ entitled to all the compensation and damages claimed. In case 
of neglect to furnish such abstract, o,r there shall be any doubt as to who 
is entitled to such compensation or damage or any part of the same, the 
amount so awarded shall be by the Common Council appropriated and set 
apart in the city treasury for whoever shall show .clear right to receive the 
same. · 

· Sec. 48. Council May Require Bonds, The Common . Council may. in 
its discretion requite of such claimant a bond, with good and sufficient sure­
ties; conditioned to. indemnify and save the city harmless against all either 

· claims for sttcli cbfit'pensation or daniages, or for the property for which 
the same was awarded, and all loss, co•st or expenses on account of such 
claims. 

· Sec. 49. Deposit of Award in Court, When. That whenever the City 
Attorney shall· certify in writing to the Common Council that in his opin­
ion he is in doubt to whom the said award or awards shall be paid, said 
.Common Council. may order a warrant to be drawn for the same, payable 
to the Clerk of the District Court of Dakota County; and the City Clerk 
shall deliver the same to said clerk of the court, and take his receipt for 
the same. which deposit with said cleJ:k of the court shall have the same 
effect as ff set aside in the city treasnry, as hereinbefore provided; and in 
which case the parties entitled to the same shall establish their right to 
the same by a petition to the· district court, setting up the facts entitling 
them thereto, and ?Y proving the same to the satisfact!on ?f the court, 
and when so establtshed the court shall make an order d1rectmg to whom 
the same shall be paid. . 

Sec, 50. Abbreviations May be Used-Errors Immaterial. Upon any 
assessment rolls or. other papers made or used in any of the proceed­
ings it. s~all not be necessary that wor~s shall be written out in full, but 
abbrevm~1011s, letters, figures and recognized characte~s may be used when­
ever thetr use shall be convenient and no error or mistake as to the name 
?f the owner pf any pr.operty shall be regarded as material in any prnceed­
mgs under this charter. 

Sec. SI, Local Improvement Fund, For the purpose of establishing a 
local improv~ment fund, authority is hereby granted to the City _of West 
St. Paul. to issue the sum of Fifteen Thousand ($15,000) Dollars m bonds 
of said city, including bonds now outstanding, the p~·oceeds of which bonds 
shall be applied to the purposes of the local improvement fund and t? none 
other. To carry out the purposes of this fund,. the Com111011 <;:ou11c1l may, 
;w~enever t~e ne~essity of the case reqtttres 1t, !?ass resolutions :iuthor­
mng the ~1ty Clerk to draw and the Mayor to sign orders. 011 ~!us fund 
to P~Y estunates on account of any contract made in co11£or1mty with chap­
ter six (6) of this charter 

The City Clerk sha1J · keep an accurate account with eac\1 and cve~y 
contract made under chapter six (6) showing all moneys received or paid 
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out on account of ~be same, and as soon as any balance accumulates in 
the hands of the City Treasurer to the credit of any such contract speci­
fied in chapter six (6) said balance shall be transferred to the local im­
provement fund. 

The bonds herein provided for shall be of the denomination of One 
Thousand ($1,000) Dollars each, with interest coupons attached, and shall 
be payable in not more than twenty (20) years .after date, with interest at 
a rate not to exceed six (6) per cent per antmm, payable in the City of St. 
Paul or New York and none of such· bonds shall be sold or negotiated for 
less than par. 

CHAPT:ER VII. 
STREET GRADES. 

Section I. Common Council Shall Entablish. The Common Council 
shall cause to be established, under the direction of an engineer, the grade 
of all streets, sidewalks and alleys in said city, and shall cause accurate 
profiles thereof to be made, one of whichshall be filed in the office of the 
register of deeds of Dakota Count:)'. 

Sec. 2. Street Grades May be Altered. Such grade may at any time 
thereafter be altered by a two•thirds (2•3) vote of all the members. elect 
of the Common Council, and after notice by publication on the official bul­
letin boards of said city for three (3) successive weeks, nf the time and 
place when the said Common Council \vill consider such proposed alter­
ation. Provided, that in case a. change of an established grade shall be 
ordered by the Common Council, 110tice of such order shall be published 
on the o,fficial bulletfo boards of the city, and any property holder feeling 
himself aggrieved by such order, may, within ten (_ro). days after the 
publication of such order, appeal therefrom to the d1stnct court of the 
County of Da1rnta, in the manner provided herein .,for appeals from vaca­
tioi1 proceedings. On the trial of such appeal, said court shall have fttll 
pO\Yer to determine the necessity. or expediency of such proposed change 
of grade, and all other questions involvecl in. such appeal. The prder of 
the Common Council changing such gr;ide shall not take eftect until twe11ty 
(20) days from its publication aforesaid, nor pending such appeal. 

Sec. 3. Damages and Benefits. After such alteration ~hall have been 
finally determined as hei·ein provided, the Comni?n Cotmctl shall proc_eed 
to assess the damages, if any, to propertt occas1'!ned by s11ch alteration, 
and also to determine what real estate, 1£ any, will be benefited by such 
alteration, and to assess upon such property ~enefited th_e amount ?f such 
damages too·ether with the costs o.f proceedmgs. Provided, that m case 
property bei~efited cannot be found to pa:y for the whole am~mnt of such 
damages and costs, the deficit shall be paid out of the local improvement 
fund. 

Provided that when the cost of change of grade does no,t exceed two 
hundred ($2 ~ 0 ) dollars no assessment shall be made to pay the same, b1;1t 
shall be paid for out of the general fund, or war~ fund ~f the ward m 
which the improyement is made, at the opt10n of said. council. 

Sec. 4, Assessment of Damages, Any party aggr~eved by such _as~ess­
ment of damages may appeal tmder the same regulatmns and restnctions, 
and in the same manner proYided herein for appeals from award of dam­
ages in local improvement assessments; but such appeal s~all not operate 
to stay any of the proceedings in the matter of such alteration. 

Sec. 5. Damages-To Whom Paid. All such damages ~llowed after 
deducting benefits, if any, shall be advanced out of the local 1mpmvement 
fund and paid to the party entitled thereto. . 

Sec. 6. Collection-How Enforced. .All assessments of beI?-efits afore-
said shall be collected and enforced in th~ san:1e manner as in the case 
of other local improvements provided for 111 _t111s charter, and the collec­
tio,ns therefrom slrnll be credited to the local unprovement fund. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

,Section . r. Board of Education-How Elected-General Powers and 
Duties. There shall be a ,boar~ of education composed of five members 
which shall be elected as m tlus charter provided and shall haYe power 
i? do a,nd to perform all the acts and things and hav~ all the powers and du­
ties which _its predecessor the Comll!on Council of said city acting as the Board 
of Educatio,n co11ld do or pe!for!11 m the management, control and operation 
of t~e .public schools of said city, except as herein otherwise particularly 
provided. The said. Board of Education shall also have full control and 
charge of all the funds of the said publi~ schools, and shall each year, on 
~r before tpe first day of August, submit to the Common Council of said 
city _an estimate of the expenses of operating the school system for the 
en.suing year. . The said Common 'Council shall have power by a two­
thirds (2-3) vot~ of the members elect of said body to either increase or 
decrease the e.?t1mated buqget of expe':1-se, 

Sec. 2. Cit~ to Constitute On~ D!strict. That the City of West Saint 
Paul, shall constitute one school district, to be known as Special District 
nu.mber two of Dakota County, _and . all schools organized therein under 
this charte_r shall b~ u~der the direction and the regulation of the Board 
?f EdJ.tc1!-tton of said city and shall be public and free to children resid­
mg within ~he li:qiits the;ein between the ages of five (5) and twenty-one 
(2r) y~ars, mclusive, _sub1ect to such rules and regulations as tl1e Board of 

Education may establish, 
Sec. , 3, . Terdtorial Limits-Powers. The territorial limits of said 

school distnct shall be coextensive with the limits of said City of West 
St, Paul, as created by this charter or as the same may be hereafter en­
larged. or altered, and the said Board of Education shall appoint all teachers 
for said schools, and fix the salary of all teachers and their term o.f office, 

S~c. 4, Annual Report to Common Council-School Year-Officers­
Appoxntm~nt of Tea_chers and Employes. It shall be the duty of the Board 
of. Education orgaruzed under this charter to make a repo,rt to the Com­
mon Co~ncil of the city of West St. Paul on or before the first (1st) day 
o(f J

8
u)ly in e~ch year after the year 011e thousand uine hundred and eight 

I90 , showing the number of school cl1ildren that have attended each of 
the fr~e scho~•ls in said city and school districts during the school year 
preceding which year shall extend from the first (1st) day of September 
{h thi firstb (rst) day of July, the number of teachers and other employes 

at 1.ave , een ~mployed in the free or public schools and the salary or 
compensation paid to each, and to give a list of the names of all persons 
emplo:red and th~ amount of compensation received by each person. Said 
re~ort shall specify the monthly compensation that they recommend to be 
P:hid to, each of the teachers or class of teachers of said public schools or 
0 er empl?yes for the following school year. . 

The said B~ard of Education at its first meeting in June of each year tau te<t from its members a President artd a Vice President, whose duties h a . e ih e s~me as ~he duties of such officers in other such bodies, unless 
erem o erwise particularly provided. 

b !he hPresident of such board shall preside over all meetings of said 
d°ar • W en pr~sent, and in the absence of the President, the Vice Presi-

endt shall, preside, and while acting as. President, shall have all the powers 
an exercise all the duties of the President of such board 
a S Thet said boai;d shall, 110t later than January 15th of each year, elect 
. · etchre a

1
1:Yk of sa,1d board, who shall perform all the. duties of such officer 

m O . er 1 ~ bodies, and such other and further duties as the said board 
m~y from time ~o time direct. The salary of the Secretary shall be fixed by 
dat

1
d
1 

board, 
1
but Ill no event shall it exceed the sum of five hundred ($500) 

0 ars. Al. checks, bo11ds and other evidences of indebtedness of said 
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board, as well as aU contracts and agreements, shall be signed by the 
President and Secretary, on behalf of said board, and all checks shall be 
audited and countersigned by the City Clerk. 

The members of the Board of Education shall receive no compensa­
tion for their services. The said Treasurer of the City of West St. Paul 
shall be ex-officio Treasurer of said Board of Education and shall receive 
all moneys collected by any officer of the City of West St. Paul, or the 
County of Dakota, or the State of Minnesota, which may be coming to, or 
owing, or due, or that. may become due. or owing to said school district, 
shall be paid to the City Treasurer. He shall pay moneys from time to 
time as the board of education may direct and shall exhibit to said board 
when so requeste.d a full and detailed account of all moneys received and 
paid out since the date of the last annual report, or for any required term. 

Said board shall, not later than thefifteenth (15th) day of June in 
each year, as far as practicable, appoint all the teachers and employes for 
the next ensuing school year, and notify. each appointee thereof. 

Sec. 5. Council Action on Report~Compensation of Teachers-Term 
of Service. -The Common Council shall, by ordinance, have the power to 
reduce the aggregate or total amount of all the salaries for the ensuing 
school year, specifying the amount to ,be taken from the salaries of the 
teachers and the amount from other eniployes, but shall not have the 
power to increase or raise the same, or to fix the amo~nt to be paid to any 
particular teacher or other employe or· to any specific class of teachers 
(but the board of education in these respects shall have exclusive control), 
and the aggregate amount of the reduction from the aggregate compensa­
tions to be allowed and paid the school teachers or other employes for the 
ensuing year shall be apportioned among said t.eachers and employes. by 
the Board of Education in such manner as said board shall deem Just 
and most conducive to the public welfare; and the amount of compensa­
tion to each teacher and each class of teachers and emplores~ thus fix~d, 
shall be paid to the teachers /lnd employes of the sch;iol district and City 
of West St. Paul for the ensuing year, and shall b~ paid monthly ~Y a req­
uisition of the President of the Board ot ¥11;tcatton upon. the City .Clerk, 
who shall issue his warrants on said re1ms1t1on upon said Treasurer,, as 
in this charter provided. Teachers appointed by the B?ard of Education 
shall serve during the· pleasure of the ]oard of Education, and shall, not 
be subject to an annual election; provided, that all teachers so appomted 
have taught successfttlly in the schools of W~st St. Paul for. at least one 
(1) year; and provided, further, that th~ sal~nes of all teachers and other 
employes sl1all be fixed annually, as provided m section three (3). 

Sec. 6. New Schools-Purchase of Sites and . Ere~tion of Buildings. 
Who to Act. Said Board of Education shall al.so, 111 sa~d report, .stilt~ the 
number of sittinO"s for school children in the various public school bu1ldmgs, 
and in tlie high ~chool building of said city, a;1d shall state wl1;ether or not, 
fa their judgment, any more sittings are reqt11r.ed for the ensmng ye_ar, and 
if, in their opinion, additional sitfings are reqmred, they shall sta!e m what 
particular locality of the city a building may be erect7q thqt will accom­
modate the largest number of children for whom prov1s1on 1s no-t already 
made, and specify, as near as they may b7 able, what the co~t py purchase 
or condemnation will be a£ a suitable site for a school bmldmg, as well 
as the cost of a suitabl~ building to be erected ther.eon. The Common 
Council shall whenever the conditions of thedffundsb ~eldr!ved from the school 
t 1 · d ' d 11 d · b bonds issue or tu mg purposes as pro-
qx, evie an co ecte , or Y ther fund in the city treasury is available 

v1ded by law, or whenever any o two-thirds (2-3) vote, order the Board 
for such purpose, thereupon, by, a · • ite and erect a suitable building 
of Educa.tion to proceed .to o,btam sur s~i~ate; to be pr~vided by the said 
thereon, m accordance with plans an / 'shing the material and for the 
Boarq of Education, _Proposa~s fo1:ld?rni and for the grading and prepar­
erect10n a11d construction of said bu1 lllg, 



itig the ground tot the erection thereof, shall b~ advertised for by the 
Board of E1u.cahon for at least three (3) successive weeks, once in each 
week, and g1vmg as fully as may be all the details, both as to material and 
work t_o be 1one1 imd state that the contract for furnishing said building 
a~q domg s~1d work shall be awarded to th.e lowest responsible bidder, and 
g1vmg the t1me at1d place when and where said proposals will be received 
and opened, ;f\nd at the ~i~e and. place c!esignated in SJlid notice all 
proposals received. for furmshmg said matenal,1 and for do,mg said work 
m ,t!1e erection and construction of said building, and in grading and re­
p~mng t_he ground. for the same, shall be opened in the presence of the 
bidders, if they desire to a~te~d, and. in any 1:vent, shall be publicly opened, 
and the contract for furmshmg said matenal and for the erection and 
construction of said building, and grading and repairing the site for the 
same sh,all be a\\'.arded and let to the lowest responsible bidder, who shall 
be r7qtttred to give bon?s, w~th good. and sufficient surety or sureties, as 
reqmre<! by law, to furnish said matenal ancl perform said work in accord­
a_nce with the terms of said contract. Before the proposals are adver­
tised plans and specifications for said building shall be filed with the 
Secretary of the Board pf Education, and shall be open to the inspection 
of all ·pepple,. and especially those who desire to bid upon said contract 
When said bids are opened a list shall be made of all the bids received 
and the same shall be filed in the office of the City Clerk. · ' 

Sec. 7: Contracts for Sites and Buildings. All contracts for the pur­
chase of s!te~ fol' school buildings and for the erection and construction of 
school btnldmgs, and material to be used in the same,· shall be executed 
by and between the contractor ai1d the City of West St. Paul, and the 
amount of money to be paid to any contractor shall be paid from the city 
t:easury upon the :warrants of the said City Clerk, based upon a requisi­
tion _d.rl:wn upon him, by the President of the Board of Education, which 

.rcqu1S1hon shall specify the contract upon which the money required is 
drawn, the whole. ampunt of money that will become due ttpon said co11-
tract an4 .t~e proportion of the same that has already been paid, including 
the reqmsitton drawn. 

. f\JI. e..'tpense incurre_d by the Board of. E_ducation in pro.curing and 
frm~hing plans and estimates for schoo~ bu1~d111gs. shall be paid _for from 
t 1e, cbty treasury by war~a_nt dra"Yn by said Ctty Cle_rk upon the city treas­
uErd) a~ed upon a. reqt11s1tio11 signed by the President of the Board of 

ucatmn. 

Sec. 8. Custody of School Property-Title to Same Vested in City. 
1he Board of; F.:ducation shall have the care, custody and control of all it e b~~ool f bmldtngs and sc!rnol property _in s:tid scl10(!•I district. and in 1~ . 1 Y O West ~t. Paul, mcludmg the S!tes and public properties per­
tauung to t~e pttbhc or free schools of said city, and shall see tbat the 
same are faith.fttl!y and properly cared for and protected. Said board 
dhal\appotnt Jan!tors. and watchmen of said. buildings, and the police 
. epat ment (!f said City of West St. Paul and. each policeman thereof 
IS charged with the duty of especially and carefully protecting said school 
property ~nd school buildings in every respect. Said school buildings 
f~d tlbr sitesdon which they arc er~cted, and all property l)Crtaining to d l;lU ic a!1 free schools of the Ctty of West St. Paul which has been 
at~ is no~ 111 the possession of the Common Council of the City of West 
~ · Pdu\ i;,tere~y divested from said Common Council and vested in the 

oar O . ucation in the City of ·west St. Paul in trust, for the uses and 
gurpo_des ;0f education solely and shall be held for such purposes and used 

Y sat . city forever, unless ~therwise provided by law. 
Sec. 9, School Tax Levy-Restrictions on Power to Create Indebted­

ness. Th~ expense of. the public schools of the City of West St. Paul 
shall not m any year exceed the amatmt of money appropriated and set 

: . 
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apart therefor by the Common Council of said city, a11d the Common 
Council of said city is hereby prohibited from levying any greater ta.,x 
levy in any one year for the support and maintenance of the public and 
free scho,ols of said city than twelve thousand dollars ($12,000), nor less 
than six thousand dollars ($6,000); and: said Bo,ard of Edi:tcation shall 
have no power or authority to create any itldebteclness against the City 
of West St. Paul, or to pledge the faith and credit of said city in any 
respect whatever until after the Common Council of the said city has, by 
ordinance, ordained what the e::s:penditures for schoo,l purposes in said city 
for the school year shall be, and then only to the e..xtent of the amounts 
so set apart ·by ordinance for school purposes each year. 

Sec. ro. Monthly Reports to Common Council-Limitations on Com­
mon Council. It shall be the duty of said Board of Education, at the end 
of each month during the progress of the schools, to report to the Com­
mon Council the number of childteli who have been in attendance during 
the month. The Common Council of the city shall not have the power 
to employ or dismiss any teacher or employ7, or to exercise any control 
over the board of education as to what particular teacher or teachers or 
employes they shat1 at any time employ.or dismiss; and shall be limited 
in its power in this respect to, determute th_e .amount of money to be 
expended for school purposes which shall not m any one year exce~d the 
amount that may ,be realized by the }evy upon !he a_sses~ed valuation of 
all taxable property in said school d1s~r1ct and m said City of West S!. 
Paul, in addition to all other funds deny,eJlJrom other sources and appli­
cable to purposes of education within sa1il city. . 

Sec. 1 r. School Bonds and Indebtedness, City to Pay. The City of 
West St. Paul is J1erewith charged with the payment of a~l bonds here~o~ 
fore issued by the said city, as well as a.11. le?~l outstandmg and floatrng • 
liabilities, and is hereby required to make provis10n for the payment of the 
smne from time to time as they shall becom~ dt3e aiid payab~e, o~t of the 
city treasury in the same manner as other city mdebtedness ,s paid. 

Sec. 12. 'Monthly Reports of Clerk !Uld Treasurer. On the first. (rst) 
Monday of each and every month the treasurer and clerk of. the City of 
West St. Paul shall report in detail. to the secr7tary of said B9ard of 
Education, which repoTt shall be laid b7fore said board at .their next 
meeting, the amount of all public funds m the treasury of said ctt;r be­
longing to and set apart fo! educati?nal purposes, and to what particular 
fttnds or accounts the same is accredited. . 

Sec. 13. City Treasurer to Receive School ¥o~eys_. Said City of \~7est 
St. Paul as such separate and special school d1;tnc~ 1s hereby authorized 
and empo:wered, through the Treasurer of said city, to apply for and 
receive fron:i the county treasurer or sucti other <:fficer as may_ have the 
same, any and all moneys appropriated and rece1ve4 for. ~ttbhc _schools 

'tl · 'd cl· t · t b ason· of any gen .. era! or specrnl law of tins state, w1 1111 sat 1s nc y re · . ffi h h • cl · r other officer or o cers, as may ave Stt~ 
,m such county treasurer. o d' cted to pay the same to the City 
money, are hereby _nuth.onzed allCI Sirte naul who shall receive the same 
Treasurer of the said City of West • -~ · ' 
for the purposes herein provided. . S h 1 B . d . d C't p 1· • · Duty of c oo oar an 1 y o ice. 

Sec. 14. Hab1tt1al Truants, . . · · d empowered to make such pro­
S:ti_d Board of Edttcation ~re au~horized an erl enrolled upon the registers 
visions and rules concer?tf!g ch~ldrJ.n l:'tp w{o have become habitual tru­
of the public schools w1tj11n. said . ISlr'~' ht (8) and sLxteen (16), as will 
ants and who are between the ~ge~tienda~ce in such schools; provided, 
reasonably tend to compel the r 

11 
ation or business, and are growing 

sucl;i t:uants shall have. 110 lawful f°catication may require, and it shall be 
up lll ignorance and sa1cl board :1 e f West St. Paul to assist in the en-
the duty of the police of the City .o .. . 
forcement of said rules and regttlat1011s. 
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Sec .. 15. Board of Education to Act as a Library Board. The Board 
of Education of the City of West St. Paul shall act as a Board of Librm:y 
Directors for said city, and have the management and supervision of all 
public libraries, reading rooms, museums and galleties of art, now or here­
a,fter exist]ng in said city, and .all property acquired or set apart for the 
use or mamtenam:e thereof; and have the control and expenditure subJect 
to the provisions of this charter and the laws of this state, of all' moneys 
levied or· collecte-1 for such purposes. 

CHAPTER IX. 
MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTARY. 

Section r. Common Council Has no Power to Relieve Taxes or Bur­
dens Imposed by Law. The Common Council shall not have power to 
relieve any citizen from the payment of any lawful tax or license, or to 
exempt hiin from any burden imposed upon him by law, or order or ordain 
the payment of any demand not _authorized and audite1 according to 
law; nor shall the Common Council have power to ordain or authorize 
any compromise of any . disputed demand, or any allowance therefor or 
therein, except as provided in the contract therefor or the payment of 
any damages . claimed for the alleged injuries to persons or property, 
except by ordinance,and adopted bya two-thir<ls (2-3) vote of tlte Common 
Council. And no action shall be had or maintained against the City of 
West St. Paul for any damages claimed for alleged injuries to persons 
or propetty; unless an action be commenced within one (1) year afte1· a 
cause of action has accrued, and unless the person so, alleged to be injured 
or some one ht his behalf shall give to the Common Council of said city 
within thirty .days· after the alleged injury, notice thereof. 

Sec. 2. Actions on Beh<!lf of City. All actions brought to recover any 
penalty or forfeiture under this charter, or the ordinances, by-laws, or 
police or health regulations made in pursuance thereof, shall be brought 
in the corporate name of the city. 

Sec. 3. Prosecutions for Violation of Ordinances-How Begun. In 
all prosecutions of any violation of this charter, or of any by-law or 
ordinance of the City: of West St. Paul, the first process shall be a war­
rant; provided, that 'no warrant shall be necessary in case of arrest of 
any person or persons while in the act of violating any law of the State of 
Minnesota, or ordinance of the City of West St. Paul, but the p.erson or 
persons so arrested may be proceeded against, tried, convicted and pun­
ished, ot discharged, in the same manner as if the arrest had been by 
warrant. All warrants, process or writs by the city Justice for violation 
of any ordinance or by-laws of said city, shall run in the name of the City 
of West St. Patti, and shall be directed to the Chief of Police or any police 
officer or constable. 

Sec. 4. Fines, Im,pdsonment, etc. In all cases of the imposition of 
any fine or penalty or of the rendering of any judgment by the City Jus­
tice, pursuant to any ordinance or by-law of the said City of West St. 
Pau1, or pursuant to any provision of the charter of said city, as a pun­
ishment for any offense, or violation of any by-law or ordinance as afore­
said, the offender shall be forthwith committed to the "county jail or city 
jail/' and there be imprisoned for a term not exceeding three months in 
the discretion of the City Justice, unless the fine or penalty aforesaid 
be sooner paid or satisfied and in all cases where the punishment of sttch 
offenders shall be by imprisonment, such imprisonment shall be in the 
said "county or city jail" at1d from and after the time of arrest of any 
person or persons for a~y offe11se whatsoever, until the time of the trial 
or hearing, the person or persons so arrested may be imprisoned in the 
common jail of Dakota county, or in the city prison, and in all cases where 
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the said City Justice is or mav ~e authorized to commit any person .or 
pe:SOf!S for any other e;ause by virtue of the provisions of the charter of 
said city, he ~ay com1~1t such person or persons to said "city jail." 

Sec. 5. C1ty not Liable for Board of Prisoners in Certain Cases The 
City of West St. Paul shall not be liable in any case for the board ~r jail 
fees. of any person. ~ho may be committed by arty officer of the city or 
magistrate to the Jatl of Dakota county for any offense punishable under 
the state laws. 

Sec. 6. · Not Incompetent as Judge, Justice, Juror or Witness. No 
pers,;:m sh.all be a~ inc?mpetent j1;1dge1 jus~ke, juror or witness by reason 
of 111s bemg an mhab1tant of smd city, m any proceeding or action in 
which the said city shall be a party in interest. · 

'Sec. 7. Process in Suits against City.· When any suit or action shall 
be commenced against the city the service of process thereof may be had 
by leaving a copy of the process, by the proper officer, with the Mayor; 
and it shall be the duty of the Mayor forthwith to inform the Common 
Cou11cil, who shall take such other proceedings as may be needful in the 
matter. 

Sec. 8. A,ppeals by City. The city may prosecute an appeal in all 
cases to the district court, or to the supreme court of the state. The 
Mayor, in case of such appeals, or in an action or proceeding to which 
the city is a party, and in which a bond may be necessary, shall execute 
a bond, signed by him and the city clerk, who shall affix the corporate seal 
thereto, conditioned as may be necessary in said action, pro,ceeding or 
appeal, but no sureties or justification shall be required for said bond; nor 
shall the city be required in any case to file a bond or give other security 
for costs. 

Sec. 9. Judgment against City-How Paid. In case any judgment 
shall be rendered in any court of record against the city for a sum ex­
ceeding five hundred dollars ($500), and no appeal shall be taken there­
from within thirty (30) days thereafter, it shall be the duty of the attorney 
to file a certified transcript of such judgtnent with the City Clerk, And 
it shall be the duty of the said Common Council to include in the next 
annual levy of taxes to be thereafter assessed and collected a sufficient 
sum to pay such judgment, with legal interest accrued thereon; the 
amount so collected shall be credited to the general fund of said city, and 
said judgment shall thereafter be paid as other claims and demands 
against said city, but no execution shall issue upon such judgment for a 
period of six months after the first annua1 levy of taxes by said city after 
the date of fili11g the said transcript of said j~dgment as aforesaid by the 
city. Provided, that the said Common COU!1ftl may orde~ the payment of 
such judgment at any time after the rend1t10~ thereof, 1f there shall be 
,mfficient mo,neys fo the general fund of said city not otherwise apJ?rOpri­
ated. 

Sec. ro. Certain Property Exempt Mm Lev~ and Sale: T~e following 
property now, or at any time hereafter,. ~elongmg to sa1d <;tty, shall _be 
exempt from levy and sale under or by v1rt~e of any execution: Engme 
houses, hook and ladder houses, togetl1er .. w1th the _grounds and lots on 
which they are situated, and all fire engines, carnages, hooks, ladders, 
buckets, hose or other fire apparatus us~d h,Y any company created or 
authorized by the Common Council of satd city; market houses and t~e 
furnittire thereof; city hall arid forniture . and o~ce rooms; the public 
levee streets or other real estate used for pubhc purposes; the quar­
antin~ grounds and the buildings er~cted thereon; _the fi-:ctur~s and appur­
tenances thereof; or any other pubhc, property wluch said city shall own, 
hold or be interested in for the publtc use. or ~he rents, uses, profits or 
incomes whereof are due and payable [o th~ City Tre:isur~r. No,r shall 
any real or personal property of any inhabitant of said city, or of any 
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!ndivfdual or. cojporation be levied on a;1d ~old by virtue of any execution 
issued to satisfy or collect a11y debt, obhgat1011 or contract of said city. 
. . ' SeA II. Deeds and Lea1:1es-How Executed. All deeds, leases mid 
other ins.truments exe~uted by said city, for ~he conveyance of real estate 
or ant interest there1!1, for a tern1 exceedmg one (r) year, shall be 
authorized by .a resolu!1011 of the Co1m_non Ca,u11cil, which shall he quoted 
or referred to .111 sttch mstrument tind signed by the l\fayor and City Clerk, 
who shall affix the seal of the city tl1ereto. 

. S~c, !2;' Bonds--.F(ow Execute~. All bonds hereafter to be issued by 
sazd city, and all Orders. on the City Treasurer, exc~ptii1g orders on the 
school funds, shall ~e signed by the Mayo1· a11d City Clerk, who shall 
affix the .seal of the city thereto, , 

Sec. 13. City Purchase and Lease Real Estate. The said city may 
lease,. purchase and hold such real and personal estate as t11e common 
council may deem necessary or convenient, and may lease sell and convey 
the same, and the same shall be free from taxation. ' 

Sec. 14. Contracts not Exceeding $200-How Awarded-Exception as 
to Contract. for. Immediate Public Safety, AH !'on tracts fot work to be 
d~me for said city, or for the purchase of mat.:dals or property of ;my 
)nnd, for the public use of said city, not otll~rwise provided for in this act, 
111 which. the value of such work, or the price or vah1e of such property 
or materials, shall e:x:ceed the sum of two hundred ($;200) dollars. shall be 
l~t to the Jowest r~sponsible bidder, reserving to the Common Council tfie 
r~ght to re1ect all bids. Jn such case the Com1:1on Council shall require a no­
tice of not less t~an. six. (6) day~, of the time and place of letting sttch 
contract, by P,ttbiicatro11 .tn a designated paper of said city, which notice 
s~all substantially describe the work to be done, and such other par­
ticula~s as the Common Couucil may order, and shall det;gnate the time and 
place wl1en and where sealed proposals shall be received therefor; the said 
proposals sh111l be ope~ and considered by the Common Council at any 
:eg,lar an~ s;ated meettng ther~after or ~t a special tneeting if designated 1
n t 1e 11obce, a11d_ upo11 any bid afores::ud be111g accepted, a contract in 

accorda11ce therewith s1rn1I be drafted and submitted to said council at 
any regdular or ~Pecial meeting, fo! ]ts approval, and upon the same b~fog 
approve and signed by the pres1dmg officer of the council it shall be 
~xecut(l.d on the part of t}le city by the Mayor ~nd the City' Clerk, with 
tie {

0
rf/:1rate seal of the city attached, and filed with the bond iu the office 0 

tie lty Clerk. The said Common Council sliall require a bond 011 the 
part !Jf the c?ntractor, to be executed with such conditions, and with sucl1 
sureties, and 111 S!J.ch amount as the Co111mo11 Council may prescribe, for the 
P}lrpose of securing the performance o,f the contract; the Common Coun­
cil shall also 11avc the power to require every bid to be accompanied bv ~ 
~ bod~

1
~ on the part of the bidder, in such su~1 and with such sureties and 

con 1t1011s as the common council may 1)rescr1be. 
Contracts for work or for the purchase of materials or property 

where tlie value of tl1e work or the price of the property or materials ~h~\110t exceed. the sum of two hundred _clolJars ($200), may be ai1thor­
ize Y a resol,utton of the Com111011 Council, to be made nnd entered into 
by a!

1
Y comm1tt.ee or officer of said city designated in such resolution, 

;rodzded, That th the event of extraordinary and sudden iniury by fire, 0
_o • or otl1er unforeseen cause, to any public street, public levee, public 

bu1
1
<!11

!g or other public property of said city, whereby sucJ1 property or 
ad1oimng property may be endangered or damaged, or t11e public health 0.r safety may require the immediate repair thereof, tl1e said Cornmon Cmm­
cil may authorize the same by resolution passed by a two-thirds (2-3) vote 
of all the me1t1bers elect, but the cost a:nd expenses thereof shalt not in any 
ca~d exceed the sum of one thou.~and dollars ($r,ooo), and the same shall be 
pat out of the C01Jt1ngent fund, if there be no moneys in the general or 

I' ~ 

/'J 
l'J 
": 
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other appropriate fund to pay tl1e same. . In case of any contract provided·· 
for in this charter, required to he let upon notice aforesaid, the clerk shall 
not countersign the same until there shall be sufficient moneys in the 
appropriate fund to meet the indebtedness to be incurred by such contract. 
When the said contract shall have been countersigned by the clerk, he 
shall immediately thereafter deliver a certified copy thereof. to the party 
or parties 11amed in such contract, and until the delivery of such certified 
copy the same shall not he deemed the contract of said city, and no work 
shall be commenced or done theretmder ttntil such contract is so deliv­
ered, nor shall the same be accepted by said city, or any accounts, claims 
or demands allowed, audited and paid therefor. 

Sec. 15. Condition of Contracts. Any contractor or person who ac­
cepts a contract under said city, shall take the same with the condition 
that he shall be personally and directly i;esponsible for any and all !o•ss, 
damage or. injury to persons. or. property, by reason of the neglect or 
failure of himself or any one m his employ to so perform su.ch work as to 
guard against all )05S, damage and injury to person or property, and shall 
guard said work by suitable guards by day, and with lights at night, so 
as to prevent a11y loss, damage or accident. · 

Sec. 16. Survey of Public Grounds~ Streets or Alleys, etc., Shall be 
Filed in Office of City Clerk and Register of Deeds. Whenever any pub­
lic ground, street or alley, shall be laid out, widened or enlarged, under 
foe provisions of this charter, the Common Council shall cause an accurate 
survey and profile thereof to he made and .filed in the office ot the City 
Clerk and also filed in the ofnce of the Register of Deeds of Dakota cmtnty. 
. . S~c. 17. Right ot Eminent Domain, The City o.f West St, Paul shall 
have the power to take private property for public use upon just "compen­
sation therefor being first p~id or secured; such po~er ~hall be ex~rcis~d 
throuo-h its Gommoll Cotmc1l or other officers of said city as provided m 
this charter or as may be hereafter provided by law. 

Sec; 18.' Plats-How Laid Out and Accepted, All a~ditions to the City 
of West St. Paul made, laid out and pfatt.ed, as required by la\\'., shall, 
before the same takes effect or is recorded in the office of the Register o.f 
Deeds of Dakota county, b~ repres~nted to the Common Council <?f s~id 
city at some regular or special meetmg thereof, for acceptance by said city 
for the dedication o•f streets, lands, alleys, parks or other pubhc grounds 
therein. . . · 1 11 

Sec 19 Plats When Accepted. Said czty s 1a accept the same, when 
streets, · all~ys, lan~s, parks or other public gr<;mnds t~ereof, proposed to 
be dedicated, platted and recorded, so far as ,1~ practicable from t~e to­
pographv of said addition and adjacent add1tio11;. and the proprietors 
o.f such "new addition shall, when they present their P!a.t for accept~1;1ce 
as aforesaid, also present a plat or map. of the additions or . add)ti,on 
adjoining the same, if any, showing- how said proposed 1iew '!ddition JOIJ?.S 
and conforms to the streets, alleys, lanes, park~ or other public grpunds m 
the older or accepted additions. And .the said Common. Council o.f the 
Cit of West St. Paul shall not be required to work, repair or keep 1n re-
a? or otherwise open or improve any street, alley, lane, park or other 

iubiic grottnds in such new addition until the same has been accepted as 

aforesaid. . 'I h 11 t · t 'd I t Provided, that said Common Counc1 S. a no ac?ep sa1 . p a s or 
additions unless all the streets and avenues laid out th~rem shall he at Ie:ist 
sixty (6o) feet wide, and all alleys or lanes at least sixteen (16) feet wide 
and dedicated to public use, . · 

1 
f 1i· · t t · 

Sec 20 State Laws do not Repeal, No aw o t 1s ~ ate con rayemng 
I · • • ; f th' ·ct shall be construed as repealing, a.mendmg or 

t 1e pr~v1s10ns o is a ' be expressly set forth in such law. 
mod1fymg the san!e unless such puTrpo1se.·Effect. Every ordinance of said 

Sec 2 r Ordinances-When ate . . 
1 

. ffi • 
1 1 

. 
't I • 11 · ft 't s~ge be pttblislred on t 1e o cia bul etm boards c1 y s 1a , a er 1 s pas " , 
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of said city, and shall not be i11 force imtil after such publication. The 
proof of such publicatio11 by th.e affidavit of the foreman, or one of the 
publisheTs of s~:Ch newspaper, or th<: affidavit of the person posting the 
same; with a prmted copy of the ordinance annexed thereto1 or any other 
competent proof of s•,tch publication, shall be conclusive evidence of the 
legal passage, enactment, publication and promulgation of such ordinance, 
in any court in this state. 

Sec. 22. Files, etc., as Evidence. The files, papers and records in the 
office of the City Clerk, or any other officer of said city, or copies thereof 
duly. certified by the officer having the same in charge, proofs of publi• 
cation of all notices, resoluti011S, orders, or proceedings of the Com• 
man Cou11cil required to be published under this charter, on file in the 
proper office, or copies thereof certified by the officer having the same 
in charge, shall be received and read in evidence in all courts and 
places without further proof. All printed compilations of the law and 
ordinances of the city, and all printed publications of the proceedings of 
the Comm.011 Council, or any of the officers of said city, if published or 
purporting to be published, compiled or revised by o,r under the authority 
of the said city or any of its officers) shall be admissible in all courts of 
faw, and all other occasions in this state as evidence of such laws, ordi­
nances and proceedings. 

Sec, 23, · Register of Deeds to Record City Deeds. That it is hereby 
made the duty of the Register of Deeds of Dakota county to record any 
deed or other instrument iu which the grantor or grantee in is the City 
of West St. Patt!, without requiring the same to be certified "taxes paid 
and transferred" entered or paid by sale of land described withiu, any 
general law o.f the state to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 24.. .Publication of Ordinances, Resolutions, etc. . The Common 
Council shall by ordinance prescribe the time, manner and place of the 
publication of ordinances, resolutions, notices and such other proceedings 
or communicatio,ns as the said common council may deem necessary or 
advisable to publish. 

Sec, 25. Codification of Ordinances, etc. The Common Council shall 
before the first day of August, 1907, cause to be arranged, codified and 
enacted, such ordinances resolutions and by-laws consistent with this char­
ter as said Common Coancil may deem necessary to supersede those ordi­
nances, resolutions and by-laws in force and effect at the time of the 
adoption of this charter. 

Sec, 26. Official Publications. The time specified for. the publication 
of any notice requited to be published 011 the official bulletin boards of 
said city, under the city charter or of'any of the provisions of the amend­
ments thereto, shall commence with its first publication. 

Sec. 27. Curative Clause. All provisions of law now in force and 
which are. also contained in this charter shall be regarded as being con­
tintted in force, and all provisions of law now in force which ate changed, 
modified or amended shall be regarded as continued in force as so 
changed, modified or aniended and all provisions of law now in force 
which are inconsistent with thi~ charter are hereby repealed. 

Sec, 28. Officers Holding When Charter is Adopted. Nothing in this 
charter ~hall be sonstrued to supersede any 9fficer .or 9ffic~rs. of said city, 
now act111g by virtue of the Jaws under which said city 1s mcorporated, 
and any such officer or officers shall continue in office as heretofore until 
his or their term of office shall expire, except as otherwise expressly pro• 
vided for in this charter. 
· Sec. 29. Charter Shall Take Effect-When. This charter shall take 
effect and be in force from and after its adoption. 

", 
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LETTER OF TRA~SMITTAL. 

To The Hon. John Licha, Mayor of the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota. 
The undersigned members of the Bo~rd appointed on the. 5th da:r _of 

November, 1906, by the Judges of the District Court of the First Jud1c!al 
District of the State of Minnesota, to draft a proposed Charter for the City 
of West St. Paul, do hereby certify that pursuant _to such appointment the 
members so appointed, duly qualified aj!d organ1ze!3- a_s such Board. and 
thereafter proceeded with the performance ofthe duties imposed upon 1t by 
law. That the annexed and foregoing P[6posed _Charter has been duly pro­
vided and approved by said Board, and 1s herewith teturned to your Honor 
for further proceedings as are required by law, 

Dated this 2nd day of February, 1907. 
J. },GALVIN, Pres., 
GEORGE W. STENGER, Sec;, 
E. lf. HENNESEY, 
G. W.WENTWORTH, 
J.B. 'SPERD, 
JQHNK.REY, 
CHAS. RICHTER, 
W.S. DIPPO, 
ll G. MARTf[ALER, 
AMBROSE BILL, 
JOS,.HERMAN, 
AF. LEHMAN, 
JAS. A HURLEY, 
GEO; H. WILFORD. 
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