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m CotedZrr B. V. PIERARD, JUDGE

PROBATE AND JUVENI[LE COURTS
LYON COUNTY - .
MARSHALL, MINNESOTA

April 13th, 1972

Honorsble Avlen I. Erdahl

Secretary of 8Btabe

State of Minnesotba ;

. State Capitol Building o
- 8%, Pawl, Minnesota 55101

Dear Secre‘bary' af State Erdahl;
 In the Laws of 1971 ~ Regular Session, Chepter 951, Sechion 1, Subdivision

B 2, Iyon and lincoln Counties were combined to establish a county court

district. Section 1, Subdivision 9 (1) provides in part "In Counties
, hereby conbined into counby court districts and for which only one Jjudge
- is provided, the probate judge of the county having the largest pop-
wlation determined by -the last United States census shall be the judge of
the county court if he comsents, and files his comsent prior to July 1, 1972,
in the office of the Secretary of Statel. . The population of Lyon Gozmty ,
48 24,273 and the population of ILincoln County is 8,143 as debermined by
the last United Stales Census. I am Probate Judge of Lyon County and the
Honorable Clinton C. Crumlett is Probate Judge of Lincoln County. Sub-
division 9 (1) further provides in part "In commtbies conmbined into
"~ county court digtricts for which only one Judge is provided,” and Section
1, Subdivision 5 provides in part '"Bach county court district shall elect
one county Jjudge excepbs and the Lyon-Iincoln County Court District does
- not £31l within the exceptions, “a probate judg'e in any of the affected
combies who at the effective date of this act is, or before or at the
expirvation of his then current term of office will become eligible for
retivement pursuant o Section 6 ofthis act shall not become county court
Jjudge vpon the effective date of this ach, bub he shall serve as a Judicial
" officer until his retirement which shall occur not later than ‘the expiration
~of then current term of office". The opinion of the Attorney Generalls
Office dis that I am not el:.glble to become Lyon~Lincoln County Court Judge

because T will become ellg:.ble Ffor retirement during my current term of office. -

Section 6, Subd:.v:.s:.on 1, provides "4 probate judge who has served as a
probate judge or as a probate judge and as a judge of a court of record,
or as a probats judge and a referee in probate, and who is not elected,

- appointed or does not seeck election as a county court judge and whose
county has been combined with another county to form a county court
district and who has served for a period of ten (10) years shall, upon
reaching the age of 65 years, be entitled to receive one-half of the
compensat:.on alloted to his office forthe year 1970 for the remainder of
his life. The compensa'bn.on allowed however, shall be reduced by 1/2).;1;11 for
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Honorsble Avlen T, Hrdshl ' 2~ Spril 13th, 1972

each year less than twenty-four (2L) the judge has served at the expirabion
© of his term as a probate judge." The Laws of 1971 -~ Extra Session, 487.01,

Subdivision 9 smends Laws 1971, Chapter 951, Section 1, Subdivision 9 with
- vespect to compensation. ' ‘ : o : ~

I wish to respectfully state that T do not want to be Yelected", "appointed”,
~ or fseek" to be Counby District Court Judge of the Lyon-Lincoln County ‘
. Court Disbrict and I herewith respectfully decline to accept the office of e
County Court Distfict Judge and wish to avail myself of the provisions of :
. said Section 6, as amended, and become a judicial officer. Thabt I will ' o
* gbide by the attorney generalls interpretation of Section 6, advising me
© that I gualify for retirement and therefore do not intent to file a consent Ea
Ffor the County Court Judges position and shall wish to avail mysglf of - - : el
the provisions of Section 6, and substantiabing the preceding paragraph ' B :
hereins - ' o ,

Thank ;sron very "Is:indly for your assistance and cooperation in this matters.

. - ' YO“I’S WI".Y ‘bI"llly% _ | R
: B‘o Vo ?ierard :
. Judge of Px'o'{sa“ba’
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