
B, V. PIERARD, JUDGE: 

PROBATE AND JUVENILE COURTS 

April 13th, 1972 

Honorable .Al"len I.. Erdahl 
Secretary of ~tate 
State of Mirmesota 
State Capitol Building 
st. Paul, Minnesota 55101 

Dear Secretary of State Erdahl; 

LYON COUNTY 

MARSHALL, MINNESOTA 

In the Lavxs of 1971 - Regular Session, Chapter 951, Section 1, Subdivision 
z., Lyon and Lincoln Counties were combined to establish a county court 
district.. Section 1, Subdivision 9 (J.) provides in part 11In Gounties 
hereby conibined into county court districts and for which onJ.y one judge 
is provided., the probate judge of the county having the largest pop­
ulation determined by the last United States census shall be the judge of 
the county court if he consents., and files his consent prior to July 1, 1972, 
in the office of the Secretary of State11 a The population of Lyon County 
is 24,273 and the po:pula.tion of Lincoln County is 8,143 as determined by 
tbe last United States Census.. I am Probate Judge of Lyon oo,m.ty and the 
Honorable Clinton a. Crumlett is Probate Judge of LincoJn County.. Sub­
division 9 (1) i'wther p~ow..des in part 11In counties combined into 
cou;nty court districts for which only one judge is provided.,n and Section 
1., Subdivision 5 provides in pa.rt n.EJach county court district shall elect 
one county judge except:tt and the Lyon-Lincoln County Court District does 
not :ea11 · w.i thin the exceptions, 11a probate judge in any of the affected 
counties who at the effective date of' this act is., or bei'ol"'S or at the 
ex_piration of' his then current ter.m. of office will become eligible .for 
retirem$nt pursuant . to Section 6 o£this act shall not become county court 
judge upon· the effective date of ·this act, but he shall serve as a judicial 
officer until his retirement whic::h shall occur not later than the e'.i..1)iration 
of' then current tenn. of office n,. The opinion of the A"l:itorney General I s 
Off':i.ce is that I am not eligible to become Lyon--Lincoln County Court Judge 
because I ·will become eligible .for retirement during :my current term of office o 

Section 6, Subdivision 1.11 provides "A probate judge who has served as a 
probate judge or as a proba:be judge and as a judge of a coU:t't of record, 
or as a probate judge and a rei'eree in probate, and who is not elected, 
appoin•l;ed or does not seek election as a county court judge and wbose 
county has been combined with another county to form a county court 
district and who has served £qr a period of ten (10) years shall:, upon 
reaching the age 0£ 65 years., be entitled to receive one-half of the 
compensation alloted to his office forthe year 1970 for the remaj:nder of 
bis lif'e o The compensa:bion allowed however, shall be reduced. by 1/2lrbh £or 
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Honorable Arlen I" Erdahl -2- April 13th., 1972 

each year lesa than twenty-four (24) the judge has served at the expiration 
of his tem as a probate judgeo 11 The Laws of 1971 - Extra Session, 487.0l., 
subdivision 9 amends Lat-ts 1971, Chapter 951, Section 1, Subdivision 9 with 

· ref)peot to colt!J?enaat:i.ono 

r idsh to :respec·tfully state that!, I do not want ·co be 11elected11, uappointed", 
or 1rseek1t to be County District Gotu"t Judge of the Lyon-Lincoln County 
Court District -and I herewith respectfully decline to accept. the office of 
County Court District Judge and wish to avai1 myself' of the provisions of 
said Section 6, as amended., and become. a judicial officer ... Th.at .I will 
abide by thet attorney generaJ..1s. interpretation 0£ Section· 6 11 advising me 
that. I quali:fy ;for retirement and therefore do not intent to £ile a consent 
tor. the County Court Judges position and shall Wish to avail myself of 
the provisions of Section 6, and substantiating the preceding paragraph 
herein,, 

Thank you very ki.ndly.£oryour assistance and cooperation in this matter .. 

You.rs very truly{ . . . 1 . l}.vt ·· ,~ 
B., Tl. Piera:rd 
Judge of Probate 

BVP: a.jh 

;>·~U>8 ,~i 
STATE Ot MINNESOTA 

OEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Flt.ED 

APR 14 ~~ .;J/J ~J.~. 
Secrefrm., of State 


