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STATE OF MINNESOTA, f ss. 
COUNTY OF DOUGLAS, 

I, Pr,esident of the Village Council of the Village of Alexandria, 
Douglas County, !vfinnesota, and as such the Chief Magistrate of said Village, 
DO HEREBY CERTIFY, that the Charter hereto attached, and hereby ex
pressly made a part of this Certificate is the Cha1•ter returned and filecl with 
the chief magistrate of said village of .Alexandria by the board of fifteen (15) 
freeholders duly appointed, qualified and acting as a Commission to frame 
said Charter, and is the Charter submitted to the voters of the village of 
Alexandria for mti:lication and adoption at the special election in the village 
of Alexandl'ia, Minnesota, on the 26th dl:1,y of January, 1909, and that such 
charter was duly 11ilified and adopted by the voters of said village of A1ex
and1'ia on said 26th day of Januai·y, 1909, at said special election by the 
following vote, to-wit:-

In favo_r of th1""'doption of said Charter 84.4 votes; 
Against the a(foption of said Charter 75 votes. . • 
'fhat the votes cast at said special election were duly canvassed by the 

Electfon Boarq. of said special electio11, acting and sitting as a canvassing 
board, and said Charter was thereupon, ancl by said vote duly ratified and 
adopted aucl the undersigned hereby makes this certificate, setting forth said 
Ohai·ter, and the ratification and alloption thereof, pursuant to, and in con
formity with the provisions of Section 36, Art. 4 of the Constitution of the 
State of Minnesota, and of Section 755 of the Revised Laws of 1905 and acts 
amendatory thereof. 

. Witness z J~nd the Corporate seal of the village of Alexandria, 

this ...... / ..... ;--;-;-:-: . , .. llay of February, 1909. 

President of the Village ouncil of the village of 
of Alexandria, Douglas C0tmty, .Minnesota, and 
chief Magistrate of tha said Village of Alexandria. 
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Charter of the City of Alexandria. 

i Framed and Adopted Pursuant to Section 36, 
of Article 4, of the Constitution of the 

State of Minnesota, and. Chapter 9, 
Revised Laws, 1905, and Acts 

Arnendatory thereto. 

CHAPTER 1, 

Name, Powers, Boundaries and Succession. 

Section 1. All that district of country in the County of Douglas and 
State of Minnesota, contained within the limits and boundaries herein-

• after dt•scribed, and the people now inhabiting, and those who shall l1ere
; after inhabit said district, shall be a. Municipal Corporation by the name 

of the City of Alexandria; and by that name may sue and he sued 1md be 
: lmpleacled in any c,,urt or tribunal; have perpetual succession, make and 
. use a common seal._ and alter it at pleasure; take, hold, purchase, lease 
' and convey all such real, personal and mixed property, within or without 
: the limit;; of said district, as the purposes of the corporation may require 
· or the transaction oi: exigenctes of its business may render convenient; 

shall be capable of contracting or being contracted with, and shall have 
· all the general powers poc;sessed Ly municipal corporations at common 
law. and in addition the,reto all powers tllat may be granted to it under 

: the general laws of the State of Minnesota, or by this charter. 

Corporate Boundaries. 

~ec-. 2. The la11<ls and territory included within the following cle
scribecl boundaries and limits shall constitute the corporate territory of 
the said City of Alexandria, to-witi: That part of Douglas Comity in the 
Statr of :.\linnesota indudecl within the following described limits, de-

. scriptions and boundarieo, t,>-wit: Lots two (2), three (3), four (4). 
• five r 5), six (6) and seven (7) of secti9n eighteen (18), all of section 
: nineteen (19), the north half (½) and the west half (½) of the southwest 
quani:r of section twenty (20), the south half (¼) of section sevcilteen 

, \ 17), the .cast half of the northwest quarter, and the southwest quarter 
• :tnd Lots one (1), t-wo (2) and three (3), section sixteen (16). Lots one 
· (1), tw0 (2), three (3) and fottr (4), and the northwest quarter of the 
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northwest quarter of section twenty-.one (21), Lots five (5) and six (6), 
and the east half or tl1e southwest quarter of section nine (9), all in 
townshii: one l1Undred and twenty-eight (128), north of range thirty-

. ~even (37) west, Also the east half of the southeast quarter of section 
thirteen (13) and Lots one (1) and six (6), of section twenty-fmir (24), 
all in township one hundred and twenty-eight (128), north of range 
thirty-eight (38) west. 

Ward Boundaries. 

Sec. 3. The City of Alexandria is hereby divided into five wards, 
bo•111ded nnd described as follows; 

First Vvard-The First ward shall comprise all the territory within 
the .rity limits lying north of the center line of Sixth avenue, produced 
to the. west boundary line and limit, and west of the center line of "J" 
Street, produced to the north boundary line and limit of the city. 

Second Ward-The Second ward shall comprise all the territory 
wit11in the city limits lying· north of the center line of Sixth Avenue, 
produced to the east boundary line and limit, and east of the center line 
of ''J'' Street, produced to the north boundary line and limit of the city. 

Third Ward-The Third ward shal1 comprise all the territory within 
the city limits lying south of the center line of Sixth Avenue, produced 
to the east boundary line and limit, and east of the center line _of "J" 
Street, produced to tlie south bmu1dary line ai1d limit of the city. 

Fourth Ward-The Fourth ward shall comprise all the territory 
within the city limits lying south of the center line of Sixth Avenue, 
and west of the center line of ''J'' Street, produced to the south bot1t1-
dary Iitw and limit, and east of the center line of "F" Street, produced 
to thl: south boundary line a11d limit of the city, 

Fifth Ward-The Fifth ward shall cofnprise all the territory within 
th<- city limits lying south of tlie center line of Sixth Avenue, prpdt1ced 
to the west boundary line and limit, and west of the center [foe of "F" 
Street. produced to the south boundary line and limit of the city. 

Proyided, that after the organization of the city under this charter, 
the Council may, from time to time, by a two-third vote of the members 
thereof, by ordinance, make such re-dh·ision of the city into wards a~ 
may he required by the public interests; but no ward shall be created 
tlrnt shall contain fewer than one hundred voters; and provided further, 
that in any re-division it shall be the duty of tlie Council to provide for 
an <.>qttal population, as n<.>ar as 111ay he, in each ware!. 

Succession. 

S(•c, 4. \;\'hl.'n this eharter takes effect, the City of Afcxanc!ria shall 
he -incl h<'co111e the leg-al succes$or of the Village of Alexandria under 
its former charter, and shall be vested with all franchises, tights arrd 
immunities formerly vested in said village, except a,. hereinafter provid-
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ed. All property and property right;; and interests of every kind and 
natur~ formerly vested in said village shall, when this charter takes ef
fect, be and become vested in, and possessed by, the City of Alexandria 
under this chartei·. 

CHAPTER 2. 

Officers and Elections, 

Electiv~ Officers. 

Sec. 5. The elective officers of the city shall be a Mayor, a Treas
urer, one member of the Council from each ward, who shall be known 
as Aldermen. and two Justice~ of the Peace. 

Appointive Officers. 

The appointive officers of the city shall be a Clerk, an Assessor, an 
Attorney, a Constable, a Street Commissioner, a Scaler and Weigher, an 
Engineer, Park Commissioners, a Library Board, a Board of He.alth and 
a Board of Public Works. Said officers shall•be appointed by the Coun
cil: ,;ucl1 appointment shall be made by ballot. and it shall require a 
majority yote of the entire Cmmcil. 

Term of Office. 

Sec. 6. The term of all elective officers, e)tcept the Aldermen and 
Justices of the Peace, shall be one year. The term of office of Alde1·ml.'n 
:me! Justices of the Peace shall be two years, except as herein otherwise 
provirleci. At the first election of officers under this charter, the term of 
office of the Aldermen from wards One, Two and Fottr shall be one year, 
and the term of office of the Aldermen from wards Three and Five shall be 
two years. and thereafte1· upon the expiration of the term of offic'e for 
which the said Aldermen were elected respectively, the term of office of 
all Aldern1en elected shall he for two years. All terms of office of elective 
officers elected undet· this charter shall commence on the third Tt1esday 
of March in the yeat in which th('y shall be •elected. except as hereinafter 
otherwise provided, and shall continue until their successors are elected 
and qualified; and the terms of office of all appointive officers. except as 
otherwise in this charter provided,. shall be one year from and after 
their appointment. All officers, whether elective or appointive, shall 
conthme in office until their successors are elected or appointed and qual
ified. and in caiie an oAicer is elected or appointed to fill an unexpired 
term, such term shall expire at the same time that the term of the pre
ceding incnmhent would expire. 

Time of Elections. 

Sec. 7. The regular elections slrnU be held on the second Tuesday 
in :.\'Iarch in each year, and the first regular election under this charter 
shall he held on the second Tuesday in :\larch, 1909. A.II the present 
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officers of the Village of Alexandria shall conti11ue in office until their 
successors are elected and qualified under this charter. • 

The l\fayor, or in case of l1is refusal, the Council, may, by the af-firm
ative vote of a majority of the Co~mcil, call a special election of the 
voteri; of the city, and prov.ide for holding the same. The purpose of 
st1ch election shall be clearly stated in the resolution providing for such 
clectio11, and 110 other matter shalI be submitted thereat. 

Sec. 8. All general iaws of the State of Minnesota relating to elcc• 
tions and the preliminaries thereof, shall, so far as applicable, apply to 
and govern all elections under this charter, the same as if specifically re
enacted, The returns shall. be made to the .Clerk within two days after 
any election t111der this charter. . 

The Council shall meet and canvass the returns thereof and declare 
the result as appears from sucl1 returns within three days after the elec
tion, a11cl the Clerk shall forthwith give notice, in· writing, to the officers 
elected, of their respective elections. A plurality ·of votes for elective 
officers shall constitute an election. When two or more persons shall 
receive an equal llttmber of votes for the same office, the election shall 
be determined by the casting of lots, in the presence of the Council, at 
~uch ti!tte and place and.in s11ch manner as it may direct. 

Abandonment ancl Resignation. 

Sec. 9. Any elective or appointive officer who shall change his resi
dence from the city, or any alderman from the ward for which he was 
elect,d or appointed, or who shall r~fose to enter upon the discharge of 
the dtlties of his office within ten clays after being notified by the Clerk 
of his ele~tion or appointment, shall be deemed to have vacated and 
abandoned such office. And any officer having entered upon the duties 
of his office may resign his of-ficc by consent of the Council. 

AIJ vacancies itt oflicc, except as herein otherwise provided. shall be 
filled by appointment by the Council for the unexpired part of the term 
of such office in which the vacancy occurs. Jf for any reason any elec. 
tive c;fficcr should not be elected at the time ,vI1en he should he elected 
under this charter, the Council shall forthwith call a special election 
for fi1ling the vacancy, except when in this charter otherwise provided. 

Removals. 

Sl•e. 10. .-\ny appointive officer provided for under this rharter rnay 
be rc•mo,cd from his office hy the affirmative vote of a majot"ity oi all 
the mC'mhers of the Council. The Council shall fix a time and place for 
the trial ~f officers for cause of removal from office, of which not kss 
than ten days' notice shaJI be givet1 the accused, and shaII have power to 
compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of paf1e1·s. to 
arltni111~ter oaths and to h<.'ar the Proofs :ind ·arguments. 



If any accused officer shall neglect, after due notice of the charges 
against him, to make answer, the same shall be cause of remo_val from 
office without further notice. At the close of the ta~ing of the proofs 
and the hearing of arguments, the Council shall forthwith proceed with
out debate to vote viva voce on roll call upon a motion declaring such 
officer removed. 

Qualifications. 

Sec, 11, All persons qualified to vote for state officers who sliaJJ 
have resided in the election precinct for thirty (30) days next preceding 
an,v election where they shall offer their votes, shalJ be entitled to vote at 
any city election, and all qualified voters shall be eligible to hold any 
appointive office, except such offices hereinafter mentioned, where a 
special qualification is by this charter required. 

Powers. 

Sec 12. All village, r,ffi cers of the Village of Alexandria, acting as 
such at the time this charter takes effect, shall continue to hold such 
offices until new officers have heen chosen and qualified under the pro
vi~ions of this charter, and they shall be vested with sucl1 powers and 
functions as are specified in the old charter of the Village of Alexandria 
and amendments thereto. 

:Reports. Transfers ·of Property. 

Sec. 13, Every elective and appointive officer, except members of 
the Council, and all boards provided for in tl1is charter, shall anllually 
on or before the first day of March, make and transmit to the Council 
foll ,ind detailed repol"ts, properly verified by affidavit, of the busines~ 
of such office or department for the current fiscal year, together with 
the foll and true inventory of all money, property and other effects of 
the city in the possession of such officer or board, or tmder his or its 
controL Such officers and boards shall likewise make to the Council 
similar reports. and exhibit all their books of account, papers and other 
records kept hy them, whenever requested by the Council so to do. 
Every elective and appointnre officer and board and member thereof, pro
vided for by this charter, shall, at the expiration of his term of office. 
in whatsoever way terminated, tt1rn over to the city or to his st1ccessor 
in office all the books, papers, files, records, money and other property 
and things whatsoever pertaining to his office, which may be in his pos
~ei-:~inn or under his control. 

Oath. 

Sec. 14. Every person cfoctcd or ap·pointed to any office unde,· this 
charter, shall, before he enters upon the duties of such office, take and 
suhscrihe an oath of office and file the same with the Clerk. 
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Salaries. 

Sec. 15. In all cases where the salaries are fixed by the Council, 
they sl1all be fix~d by resolution at the first meeting of the first Council 
elected under this charter for the year ending on the third Tuesday in 
Marl'l1, 1910, and thereafter ilt tl1e regular meeting in March of each year 
for the succeeding year. 

CHAPTER 3, 

Officers, Their Powers and Duties . 

. Mayor-Powers· and Duties. 

Se<.>. 16. The :Ua,ror shall be the 'general executive officer of the 
citv; he shall preside over the meetings of the Council and shall have 
command and conti·ol of its police force, He sha!f cause the Jaws of the 
state. the provisions of this charter and the ordinances of the city to be 
duly observed and enforced within the city, and all other officers 0£ the 
city to discharge their respective duties; and to that end may institute 
and ;1mi111ai11 any appropriate action or proceeding against any delinquent 
officer. He shall, from time to time, give the Council such foformation 
and recommend suc:h measures as he shall deem adYantageous to the 
city. fl e shall sign all warrant::, aud orders drawn on the Treasurer, and 
all bcmds, obligations and contracts 011 behalf of the city, except as may 
be otherwise i,rovided for herein. · He shall, upon service of notice, sum
mons or process u1)on him, in any action or proceedings against the city, 
forthwith inform the attorney and the council thereof. 

Veto Power. 

s~c. 17. Every ordinancl' or resolution of the Council shall, before 
it takes effect, be presented to the Mayor for approval; if he shall ap
prove it. he shall sign the same, bt1t, if he disapprove it, he shall return 
it to the Council with hb objections thereto, by depositing t11e same 
with the Clerk, to be presented to the Cot1ncil at its 11ext regular meet
ingr or at a special meeting called for that purpose. Upon the return 
of any ordinance or resolution by the Mayor, the vote by which the same 
was passed shall be deet11ed to have been reconsidered and the question 
shall again be put upon the passage of the same, notwithstanding the 
objec.tions of the :Mayor, and if, upon such submission, the Council shall 
pass the same by two-thirds vote of all its members, it shall have the 
l':tme effect as if approved by the 1\Jayor, and in case the vote shall be 
by ytas and nays, it shall he entered by the Clerk. If an ordinance or 
i·esolution shall not be deposited with the Clerk by the Mayor within 
five days after it shall have been presented to him, it shall have the same 
effert as if approved hy him. 
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Acting Mayor. 

Sec. 18, During the absence of the l\fayor from the city, or his in
ability· from any cause to discharge the duties of his office, the Council 
shall elect by ballot. from its own number, an officer who shall be styled 
Actmg Mayor, and such person shall, for the time being, exercise all the 
power& and discharge all the duties, and be subject to all the liabilities 
imposed by general law, or the city charter or ordinances, upon the 
'.Mayer; and his acts, while so acting as Mayor, shall lrnve tl1e same force 
and validity as if performed by the Mayor. 

Such Acting Mayor shall continue to discharge the duties herein as
signer! to him until the Mayor returns to his duties and actually resumes 
the ·duties of his office: and in case of vacancy in the office of the ).lfayor, 
for any cause, a11 Acting '.Mayor shall be chosen, who shall continue in 
office until the successor of the Mayor is elected or appointed and quali
fied. 

City Clerk. 

Sec. 19. The City Clerk shall keep his office at the place oi meeting 
-0f the City Council or at such place convenient thereto as the City Coun
cil may determine. He sha!l keep the corporate seal and all papers and 
records of the city, and keep a record of all the proceedings of the City 
Council 1111d of other departme11ts of the city, except as otherwise pro
vided hen~in. Copies of all papers liled in his office and transcripts hy 
him from all records of the Council certified under the corporate seal 
!'hall be evidence in all courts as if the originals were produced. He shall 
draw ftn<l countersign all orders on the City Treasury in pursuance of 
.i11y order or tesolution of City Council, and keep a full and accurate ac
connt thereof in hooks proyicled for that purpose. Before entering upon 
th(' duties of his office the Clerk shall give a bond, with sufficient sureties, 
in such i:um as the Council may direct, conditioned for the faithful pi;r
formance of the <l11ties of his office. The City Clerk shall have power 
to ;,dminister oatl1s and affirmations and to take and certify the acknowl
ed~ments of deeds, mortgage,; and other instrnmcnts in writing, Tt shall 
he hfr cluty to report to the Cfty Council the financial condition of the 
dty whenever the Council shall require. He shall make and keep a list 
of the city bonds. to whom issued, for what purpose. when and where 
payable and the rate of intcrt'st they respectively bear, and shall recom
mencl sttch action to the City Council as will in his judgment secure the 
pay1m•nt of the intcre:sl on such bonds, on or ht'fore the first day of Sep
tember, or before the time of the levy of taxes in each year, and estimak 
th0 expense<; of the city and the reYenue to he raised for the ensuing ycnr. 
Hl' shall countersign all contracts made in behalf of the city, and all 
,rrtificate~ of work authorized hy tl1c City Council or hy any officer 
ther<.>of. 

t) 
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The City Cle1·k shall keep regular books of account in which he shall 
enter all indebtedness of the city, and which shall at all times show the 
precise. financial condition of the city, the amount of bonds, ·orders, cer
tificates of indebtedneljs which have been redeemed, and the amount of 
each outstanding; countersign all bonds, orders and other evidences of 
indebtedness of the city, and keep accurate accounts thereof, stating to 
whom and for what purpose issued and the amounts thereof; keep ac
count of all receipts and disbut·sements of the officers of the city, show
ing the amount that they have received from the different sources of 
revenue, and the amount they have disbursed under the direction of the 
City Council, 

The City Clerk shall check up the books of the Treasurer quarterly, 
count the cash and verify the bank balances and forthwith report to the 
Council the condition of the moneys of the city, and its several fond:; 
at the time of his examiirntion. He shall also report to the Council as 
,to the; correctness of each statement made by the Treasurer to the Conn• 
cil, and as to whether the 111011eys reported by the Treasurer arc actually 
in his hands or 011 deposit as set fotth in said Treasurer's statement, 
He shall also, at least once in every 111011th, check up the books and a<> 
counts of the department of public utilities, and of all other receiving
and disbursing officers. boards and departments of the city, and shall 
certify to the condition of such books and accounts and the corrcctnes,; 
or incori-ectness of t11e reports submitted by said officers to the Council, 
and from time to time perform st1ch other duties as the City Council 
may direct. 

He Rhall petfo1·m all other services within such city as is by general 
hnv required of Clerks of villages, cities and townships; but when ser
vices arc rcqi1ired of him by public law for which compensation is pro
vided, such services shall not be regarded as services for the city, and 
he may retain such compensation in addition to the salary paid to him 
hy tlw city. , 

Iri case of the absence or inability of the City Clerk to act, the 
Cottucil shall have the power to appoint a City Clerk pro tcmpore, and 
,tt any time they shall deem it necessary, the Council shaII have power 
to appoint an Assistant Clerk, who shall have authority in tl1e absence 
or disability of the City Clerk, to perform all the duties of the City Clerk 
herei1 1 prescribed. as well as to certify the c0pies of all files and tran
,;cript$ of i.he records and files of said office; .,1,d which certificate shall 
have the same force and effect as if made by the City Clerk. 

The Clerk and A;;sistant Clerk shall keep an accurate account of 
all feu; rcceh·ed by them and l"eport to the Council annually thr amo1l11t 
thereof at the March regular meeting. 

Th<.! Clerk shall have the supervisio11 of all printing and puhliea• 
tinn-, orrlei-ed by the Council. 
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Treasurer. 

Sec. 20. The City Treasurer shall receive and safely keep all moneys 
belonging to and accnting to the city, keep accurate and detailed ac• 
counts thereof, credit the amounts so received to the proper funds, and 

give receipt 'therefor. 
He shall be the custodian of all bonds, certificates of indebtedness 

or other secm-ities, held by the city in the Sinking Fund of said city. 
Upon the receipt of any money by him he shall deposit the same 

daily in the name of the city, to the order of the Treasurer, in such de
positories as strnll have been designated by the Council therefor. 

The Treasurer shall, before entering upon the duties of his office. 
give a bond to tbe city, ,vith two or more sufficient sureties, to be ap
pmved by the City Council, for at least twice the estimated amount of 
mon<:y which will be in l1is hands at any one time during his term of 
office: whkh amount shall be fixed by the Council and entered upon the 
record;: of the city; said bond shall be recorded and kept 011 file in the 
office of the Register of Deeds of the county. • 

Sec. 21. Th; T1·er1surer shall pay no money out of the Treasury 
except in the following cases: Upon order or warrant properly drawn 
and countersigned, which has been first duly authorized and whi,ch speci
fies the purpose for which it is drawn and the fund out of which and the 
person to whom it is payable; and upon the payment and l'eceipt by him 
of any s11ch order or warrants. the Treasurer shall cancel and file the 
same, and it shall not be again issued, and he shall keep separate the 
orders drawn on each particuiar fund. All warrants so canceled by him 
shall be turned over to the Clerk monthly along w1th his report here
after referred to; provided that all warra;1ts issued by the Library Board 
and the Board of Public ,Vories, when so can~eled, shall be returned to 

the Secretary of said Boards. 
In case said warn111ts were issued for the payment of any bonds of 

the city, or h1terest coupons 'thereon, then such bonds or coupons shall 
he canceled by tile Treasurer and returned hy him with such warrants 

to the Clerk. 
Treasurer's Statement. 

::;ec. 2::!. The, Tre,umrct shall, at the first regular meeting in each 
,nonih, make a statement to the Council of the amount by him received 
and disbursed 011 acl'Ottnt of each fond, and of the amount of money in 
his hand~ in the various fttnds. deposited with each depository, and the 
total amottnt of the city's funds and where placed and deposited. 

He shall, whenever ,,1otificd so to do by the Council, withdraw al! 
funds from any designated depository and notify the Council thereof, 
an<l ~hall make no depo~it tlwrein until authorized ;;o to do by the 

Cn:tndl 
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Sec. 23. The City Treasurer shall receive a compensation to be fixed 

by the City Council at its first meeting after his election, or as soon as 
poR~ible thereafter, and such compensation shall not be increased or 
diminished during the term for which he was elected or appointed. 

City Depositories. 

SC>c. 24. Any bank, banking house or trust company having its prin
cipal place of business in the State of Minnesota, may be designated a 
city depository by the Council, by resolution. Provided, that the amount 
cfopbs:ted in any depository shall not exceed the ass_essed capital stock 
of the depository, as the same shall appear on duplicate tax list, 

1fofore any such bank, hanking house or ttu.st company shall be 
tlcsignated as a depository, it shall deposit with the City Treasurer a 
lionc!, payable to the city and executed by not less than three freeholders 
ofthe State of Minnesota as sureties, or by some reputable surety com
pany; whicl1 bond shall be approved by the Council and in such amount 
as said c;,ouncil' shalt C\irect and at least double the amount of funds to b(• 
deposited therein; said bond shall be conditioned fox the safe keeping 
ancl payment of such funds and interest thereon; and whenever t·equited 
to do so by the Council, such depository <;hall furnish a new bond and 
other s1;reties to be likewise apprnved, 

Sec. 25. Whenever riuy portion of the funds of the city shall he 
dcpO!'ited by the Treasurer in any designated depository, the Ti-eastll'cr 
:1i1d the sureties on his officinl bond shall, to such extent, he exempt 
from all liability thereo11, by reason of the loss of such deposited funds 
while so deposited, thrnugh the failure or bankniptcy, or any other act 
or default of such depository, 

Qualification: Attorney. 

Sec. 26. No per~on shall be appointed .. to the office of Attorney trn
lcs!" he be, at the time of hi-i appointment. a counsellor of the Supreme 
Court of this state, of two years' standing. 

He shall be the legal advisei' of the city and of all boards a11d de
partments thereof. and shall perform all services incident to that office. 
He shall appear in and conduct all civil suits. prosecutions and proceed
ings in which the city or any board or department thereof shall be direct
ly or indfrectly interested, and, when necessary, he shall take charge 
of and conduct all pro,;ecutions fol' violations of all ordinances or reso
lutiom; of the city, or any board or department thel'eof, and foi- the· vio
lation of any of the provisions of this charter; provided, tilat no person 
who holds the office of County Attorney of Douglas County shall he 
appointed City Attorney. 

Opinions. 

Su:. 27. He shall, when rec1t1estcd, furnish a written opinion upon 
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any subject submitted to him by the Council, or any committee thereof, 
or by tlw Mayor or any board of the city, in respect to their official 
duties or nrnnicipal affairs. He shall, when requested:, attend all meet
ings of the Council and the meetings of said committees. and boards. He 
shall notify the Council in writing of the result of alt actions of which 
the city is a party or in which it is interested. He shall keep a registry 
of files of all actions, suits and proceedings under· his charge, in which 
the city is interested, and safely keep copies of all briefs used irt cases 
wherein he appears for the city, and copies of all official communications 
and opinions given by him, to any officer, department or board. He shall 
deliver all property of whatever description in his possession or under 
his control, belonging to the city or to the office, to his successor in 
office, who 'shall give duplicate receipts therefor, one of which he shall 
file with the Clerk He shall prepare all contracts and bonds and other 
iustrttments of writing. 'in which the city or any department thereof shall 
he ct,ncerned. 

Suits Against :Jl;mployes. 

See. 28'. • He ::hall, ,,h~n directed so to clo by the Council, appear 
and conduct the defense in any action, prosecution or proceeding agai11st 
any officer or employe of the city, or any board or department thereof, 
on account of any act done by ;mch officer1 hoard or de_partment while 
engaged in the performance of official duties. 

Inability to Act. 

Sec, 29. Jn casl' of sicknes~ or inability of the Attorney to act .. he 
may appoint, by and with the consent of the Council, a11other attorney 
to net in his stead for th" time being. 

Assessor: Duties. 

Sec. 30. The i\:;~essor and his deputies, hereinafter mentioned. shall 
qualify in the manner and form prescribed by the General Laws, and 
shall pe!'form all the .duties required by the General Laws of the State 
of ?-.linnesota. and have the powers, rights and privileges allowed by 
the same respecting the listing of property for taxation, and notice may 
he signed and gfrcn, a11<l other acts, relating to the duties of such office. 
done- hy any deputy assessor in the name of the Assessor, 

Appointment, Deputies. 

Sec. 31. The As$esso1· must be a freeholder of the city and han 
been a resident and elector thereof for five years immediately preceding 
the time of his appointment He shall be appointed by the Council. 

The Council may at any time appoint, upon recommendation of the 
-\sgcs!'or. st1ch deputy or deputies as may be required to enable the As
~cssor to promptly perform the duties of his office, and may discharge 
such <leputy or deputies at will. 
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Board of Review. 

Sec. 32. The City Council, or a majority of them, shall constitute 
11 Board of Review, and shall meet and revise, alter and equalize the· 
assessment roll of the Assessor as they deem just and proper. The Gen
eral Laws of this state shall apply to, and sald board shall he governed 
thereby, 

Compensation. 

Sec. 33. The City Council shall fix the compensation of the As• 
~essor and Deputy Assessors. Each member of the Board of Review 
shall be paid out of the City T,·easury the sum of two (2) dollars per 
clay for every day of actual service upon said board. 

Bond. 

Sec. 34. The Assessor shall, before entering ttpon his duties, execute 
to the city a bond with sufficient sureties in such penal sum as the City 
Cotmcil shall direct. 

Engineer. 

Appointment and Duties. 

Sec. 35. The Council may, when occasio11 requires, or it deems 
ncces:mry, appoint a competent civil engineer. who shall hold his office at 
~he pleasure of the Council, receive such compensation and perform s11ch 
services as the Council may determine. 

It shall be the duty of the Council first elected ttnder this charter 
and within sixty clays after it is elected, to cause to be marked by dur
able marks, easily discaveralile, the east line of "G" Street and the west 
line of "G" Street, and the boundary line of all lots fronting on said 
~treet. for the purpose of t>stahlishing initial points thereon in aid of 
public and private surveys on said street; and from time to time as may 
he necessary for such purpose, to establish ~imilar marks in the other 
vvenues and streets of the city, 

Surveys, Bonds. 

Sec. 36. All sutTey.s. profiles, plnns and estimates made by him or 
his assistants for said c-ity and his official records. shall be the property 
of the city, and shall be carefully indexed and prcserYed in the office 
of the Clerk, and be public records of the city. He shall possess the 
same power in the city in making surveys, plats and certificates, as i;; 
or may from time to time be givt.>n by General Laws to County Survey
ors; and his official acts and all plats, surveys and certificates made by 
him shall have the same validity and be of the same force and effect 
a~ arc or may be giYen by law to those of County Surveyors. 

Rcfore entering upon the discharge of l1is duties, the Engineer shall 
execute and deliver to the city hil' hone\ in such :mm as th<.> Council 1nay 
din~ct. 



Bu'ilding Inspector. 

Appointment, Qualifications, Duties, 

Sec. 37. The Cottncil may appoint, when it shall deem necessary 
and occas.ion r.equires, a. building inspector, who shall be a comp·etent 
person. He shall hold his office at the pleasure of the Council, receive 
such compensation ancl perform such services as the Council may de
termine. 

Sec. 38. Before entering t1pon the discharge of the duties of his 
offic-e, he shall furnish a bond to the city with sufficient sureties, in such 
penal sum as the Council shall direct. 

Street Commissioner. 

Appointment and Powers, 

, Sec. 39. The Council shall appoint a Street Commissioner, who 
shall hold his office at the pleasure of the Council. He shall have super
vision of the construction, maintenance and repair of pavements,· sewers, 
streets, alleys and side-walks; the cleaning, sweeping and sprinkling of 
all streets, aI!eys and other _public places within the city; the grading of 
all streets, whether in original construction or otlierwise; and the loca
tion and erection of all electric light, telephone a11d telegraph poles 
within the city. He shall inspect all railroad crossings, and see that the 
get1eral laws of the state and the ordinances of the city, relating th~reto, 
are properly enforced. 

The Council shall have the power to discharge such commissioner 
at will, without cause, at any time it may deem expedient. 

Compensation: Bond. 

Sec. 40. The Street Commissioner shall receive such compensation 
as tlw Council may determine. Before enter.ing upon the discharge of 
the duties of his office, he shall furnish a bond to the City with suffi
cient sureties and in such sutn as the Council may direct. 

Justices of the Peace. 

Powers, Duties. 

Sec, 41. Tf1e Justices of the Peace of the City ~hall enter upon the 
discharge of their official duties on the second Tuesday of April after 
their election .. and they shall have and possess all the authority, powers, 
rights and jurisdiction that Justices of the Peace have or hereafter may 
po::;sess, who are elected under the General Laws of the State of Minne
sota, and be subject to all the penalties under such Jaws. 

The said Justices of the Peace shall also have and possess exclusive 
and original jurisdiction of all ca,cs arising under the provisions of this 
Charter. 

All proMcntions for Yiolation of any of the prm·faion!l of any orcli-



nance, resolution, rule or by-law enacted under the prov1s1ons of this 
Charter shall be brought in the name of the City of Alexandria, and 
shall be commenced by warrant upon complaint being made before one 
of the City Justices, as required by law in criminal cases before Justices 
of the Peace in this State; and the same proceedings shall be had therein 
as are required to he had by th~ laws of this State in criminal and civil 
actions before Justices of the Peace. Provided, that in all such prosecu
tions the Justices of the Peace of the City shall proceed to the trial and 
determination thereof in a summary manner. Provided, further, that no 
warrant shall be necesnry in any case of the arrest of any person ,vhile 
in the act of violating any Jaw of the State of !Vfiunesota or ordinance, 
resolution, rule or by-law of the said City of Alexandria. But in such 
cases a complaint shall be madoe after such arrest, which the Justice shall 
reduce to writing. and the person arrested required to plead thereto as 
to a warrant in other cases; and the person so arrested may be then 
proceeded against in the rnmc manner as if the arrest had been made 

upon a warrant. 
Sec. 42. All procc~s i,;stted by any. Justice of tl1e Peace of said City 

for the violation of any ordinance, by-law or regulation of said City, or 
any Police or Health regulation of said City, shall be in the name of the 
"City of Alexandria," and shall be directed to tl1e Chief of Police or to 
any Police Officer of said City, or Sheriff or Constable of Doughis 

County. 
In all cases of the 1mp0Rition of any fine or penalty by any Justice of 

the Peace of said City for the violation of any ordinance, by-law or 
regulation of said City, if said fine or penalty be not paid. the offender 
shall he forthwith committed to the prison of said City, or if there be no 
such prison, to the common jail of Douglas County, and be there im
prisoned for a term not exceeding three months, in the discretion of the 
Justice, unless said fine or penalty be soo~er paid. Every person so 
committed slmll be received and committed to prison lJy the Keeper of 
the City Prii;on or County- Jail, and kept until the expiration of the time 
above provided; bnt he ~Iiall be released by order of the Justice on pay-
111ent to him of such lines and costs, or in due course of law. 

Sec. 42. Appeals may be taken to the District Court from the judg
ments and decisions of th.e Justice of the Peace of the City, in the same 
manner anc! in all respects as provided by law for appeals from J ustice5 
of the Pc>ace under the ,;tate law. 

In the event of an appeal by the City of Alexandria no hond shall 

bc required. 
Security for Good Behavior. 

Sec. 43. In all cases of conviction, either under State law or ordi~ 
nance of the City, for assault. battery or affray, breach of the peace, dis-
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:.\layor •~nd in the Council, which shall consist of one alderman from 
each ward, 

Except as in this Charter otherwise provided, no memhe·r of the 
Council shall hold any other office, position or employment, . directly 
or indirectly, under the City goYernment, during the term for ,vhich )fr 
was elected. , 

No person shall be a 1:nember of the Cotmcil who is not a resident of 
the City. 

Organization, Appointment of Officers. 

Sec. 49. The annual me,eting of the Council shall be held on the 
third Tuesday in ,l\farch ()f each year, at 7 :30 o'clock in the evening. 

At the anm1at meeting:, or within one month thereafter, all appointive 
officers of the City, whose election is not otherwise provided £or in this 
Charter, shall be appointed by the Council. 
.. Canvassing Votes . 

Sec. SO. The Council shall have power to and shall, wit.bin three 
days after any City dectit1n, meet and canvass the returns of ·votes cast 
,Lt s11ch election and declare the results thereof; and it shall be thr 
judge of the election and tl1e qualification of its own members. 

1· Quorum. 

Sec. 51. :\ majority of all the members of the Council shall con
stitttte a quorum, but a less number lliay adjourn, from time to time, and 
may compel the attend<1ncc of absent members in such manner and under 
such penalties as the Council may prescribe. 

Rules, Meetings. 

Sec. 52. The Conncil shaJl prescribe rules for its proceedings, de
termine the time for its regular meetings and provide for the calling of 
special meetings. but 110 husine!'s shall he transacted at a special meet• 
ing, 1mless the same shaTI ha,·e bc:en specified in the call therefor. It 
shall keep a journal of its proceedings. 

The ayes and noes shall, on demands of any members, upon any 
yotc, be taken ancl entered in the journal. 

The Council shall have authority to punish its members for dis
orderly or contemptuous behavior in its presence. 

Any 111emhcr of thr Council, who being present when his name is 
called, fails to votr upon ;,ny question, shall. unless excused by the 
Council, lw counted as haying voted in the negative of said question. 

The Council shall have power to compel the attendance of witnesses 
and the prnduction of books, papers and other evidence at any of its 
meetings. It may issnc ,;ubpoetrn~ for witnesses, signed by the Mayor, 
which shall be served in the ·same manner as process issued by a Justice 
of thC' Peace; an<l witnC'sse~ shall he deemed to be guilty of contempt for 
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orderly conduct, keeping or frcquei1ting hoi1ses of ill-fame, or keeping 
or maintaining disorderly or ill-governed houses, said Justices shall have 
power, in addition to the fine or penalty imposed, to compel the of
fendet· to .give security, in a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, for 
his good behavior and to keep the peace, for a period not exceeding 
six (6) months; and in default of sucl1 security to commit him to prison 
for a period not exceeding three months, in the discretion of the Justice, 
unless such judgment be sooner complied with, whereupon he shall be 

released by the Justice. 
Disposition of Fines. 

Sec, 44. All lines and penalties imposed by the Justices of the Peace 
of this City for the violation of this Charter or any ordinance, resolution, 
by-law or regulation thereof, shall bel~ng to and be turned foto the 

Treasury of the City. 
Reports, Fees. 

Sec. 45. The Justices of the Peace shall, each month or oftener, if 
required by the Council, report to. it all proceedings instituted· before 
them in which the City is interested; and shall at the same time account 
for and pay over to the City Treasurer all fines collected or received 
by them belonging to the City; and said Justices of the Peace shall be 
entitled to receive, from the County of Doi1glas, such fees in criminal 
cases where the State is a party as arc allowed by statute to other 
Justices of the Peace for similar services, and from the City of Alexan-. 
dria such fees in cases where the City is a party, as Justices of the 
Peace ate entitled by Stale law· to tax and receive from said County in 

similar cases. 
Constables. 

Powers, Duties. 

Sec. 46. The Coustable of the City shall haYe all the powers that 
nre had by, and shall perform like dutit,s to those required of the Con
stables under the General Laws of the State, and shall he entitled to and 
receive the compcnRation therein prescribed . . 

Weigher and Scaler. 

Sec. 47. The j]ayor may appoint, by and with the consent of the 
Council whenever it is deemed necessary, an official weigher and scaler 
for the City, who shall hold his. office for one yca1·. He shall have such 
powers, perform such duties and receive such compensation us the 
Counc.il may prescribe. 

CHAPTER 4. 

Councils, Powers, Duties. 

General Powers, Eligibility. 

Sec. 48. The leg-itilative power of the City shall be vested in the 
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ordetly conduct, keeping or ircciuenting houses of ill-fame, or keeping 
or maintaining disorderly or illagoverned houses, said Justices shall have 
power, in addition to the fine or penalty imposed, to compel the of
fender to .give security, in a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, for 
his good behavior and to keep the peace, for a period not exceeding 
six (6) months; and in default of such security to commit him to prison 
for a period not exceeding three months, in the discretion of the Justice, 
unless such judgment lie sooner complied with, whereupon he shall be 
released by the Justice. 

Disposition of Fines. 

Sec. 44. All fines and penalties imposed by the Justices of the Peace 
of this City for the violation of this Charter or any ordinance, resolution, 
by-law or regulation thereof, shaU belong to and be turned into the 
Treasury of the City. 

Reports, Fees. 

Sec. 45. The Justices of the Peace shall, each month or oftener, if 
required by the Council, report to. it all proceedings instituted before 
them in which the City is interested; and shall at the same time account 
for and pay over to the City Treasurer all fines collected or received 
by them belonging to the City; and said Justices of the Peace shall be 
entitled to receive, from the County of Douglas, such fees in criminal 
cases where the State is a party as arc allowed by statute to other 
}llsticcs of the Peace for similar services, and from the City of Alexan-, 
dria such fees in cases where the City is a party, as Justices of the 
Peace are entitled by State faw· to tax and receive from said Cot111ty in 
similar cases. 

Constables. 

Powers, Duties. 

Sec. 46. The Constahle of the City shall haYe all the power~ that 
arc had by, and shall perform like duti,,s to those required of the Con
stables under the General Laws of the State, and shall be entitled to and 
r<'c<'ivc the compensation therein prescribed. 

Weigher and Scaler. 

Sec. 47. The 1Jaym- may appoint, by and with the consent of the 
Council whenever it is deemed necessary, an official weig·her and scaler 
for the City, who shall hold his oflkc for one year. He shall have such 
powers, perform such <lttties and t·eceivc such compensation as the 
Counc-il may p1·cscrihe. 

CHAPTER 4. 

Councils, Powers, Duties, 

General Powers, Eligibility. 

Sec. 48. The legislative power of the City shall be vested in the 
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l\Iayor and in the Council, which shall consist of one alderman from 

each ward. 
Except as in this Charte, otherwise provided, no membe'r of the 

Council shall hold any other office, position or employment, directly 
or indirectly, 1mcler the City goYcrnment, during the term for ,vhich he 

was elected. . 
No person shall be a t?ember of the Council who is not a resident of 

the City. 
Organization, Appointment of Officers, 

Sec. 49. The annual meeting of the Council shall be held on the 
third Tuesday in March of each year, at 7:30 o'clock in the evening. 

At the annual meeting, or within one month thereafter, all appointive 
officers of the City, whose election is not otherwise provided for in this 
Charter, shall be appointed by the Council. 

Canvassing Votes. 

Sec. SO. The Council shall han: power to and shall, within three 
days after any City dc-ctkm, me~t and canvass the returns of ·votes cast 
at such election and declare the results thereof; and it shall he the 
judge oi the election and the qualification of its own members. 

Quorum. 

Sec. 51. .\ m,tjodty of all the member:-; of the Council shall con
stitute a quorum, but a less number 11,ay adjourn, from time to titnc, and 
may compel the attend1Jnce of abse11t members in sucl1 manner and under 
such penalties as t11e Council may prescribe. 

Rules, Meetings. 

Sec. 52. The Council shall prescribe rules for its proceedings, de
termine the time for its regular meetings and provide for the calling of 
special meeting-s. but no busine~s shall be transacted at a special meet
ing. unlclls the same shaII haYe been specified in the call therefor. It 
shall keep a journal of its proceedings. 

The ayes and noes shall, on demands of any m,•mhers, upou any 
vote, be taken and entered in the journal • 

The Council shall have authority to punish its members for dis
orderly or contemptuous behavior in its presence, 

Any member of the Council, wl10 being present when his name is 
called, fails to vote upon :iny question, shall, unless excused by the 
Council, be counted as having voted in the negative of said question. 

ThC' Council shall have power to compel the attendance of witnesses 
and the prnduction of books, papen, and other evidence at any of Hs 
meetings. It may issue RLtbpoenas for witnesses, signed by the iVIayor. 
which shall be served in tile ·same manner as process issued by a Justice 
of the PC>acc; and witnesses shall be de<.>mcd to be guilty of contempt for 
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the same causes and acts as witne:;ses in District Court, and the Council 
shall have the same power as the District Courts of the State of Minne-

,;ota. to punish :;uch contempt. 
Solicitation. 

Sec. 53. Saving on1y as he is authorized to do so by law. no mem
ber of the Council shall deinand, request or solicit any officer, depart
ment or employe of the City, to engage or hire any person to work for 
the City or to place any mat1 upon the pay l'oll of the City; and any 
member of the Council so demanding, requesting or soliciting shall be 

guilty of a misdemeanor. 
Ordinances, Resolutions. 

Sec. 54. Every legislath·e act of the Council shall be ,by ordinance 
or resolution. The enacting clause of every ordinance shall be in 

these words: 
•'The City Council of the City of Alexandria do ordain:u 
No ordinance or resolution shall contain more than one subject 

which shall be expressed in its title; and no ordinance shall be amended 
after its introduction so ·as to change its original purpose. 

Passage of Ordinances. 

Sec. 55. No ot·dinance shall be introduced except at a regular meet
ing, at which meeting it shall have its first reading. Its second reading 
shall he at some sttbsequent, regular 01· adjourned meeting, which shall 
occur not less than one week after its first reading. Its third reading 
shall be ha<l, and it may be passed only at a regular or adjourned regu
lar meeting occurring at least one week after its second reading; and no 
ordinance shall be pa$sed until it has had three readings, as herein 

provided. 
No ordinance sliall he reconsidered. except at the first regular meet-

ing after its adoption or rejection. not at such meeting unless there are 
present as many members of the Council as were present when said 

ordinance was adopted or rejected. 

Publication and Approval. 

Sec. 56. 1 t ~hall require the affirmative vote of a majority of all 
the membcr5 of the Conndl to enact an ordinance or a resolution. 1'he 
vote shall be taken lJy yeag and nays. and entered upon the journal. 
Every ordinance or resolution, hcforf! it t;kes effect, shall be pub
lished in a legal nf!w~paper, published in the city, for one week, or 
posted in three of the most public places in said city, for the period of 
ten days, The proof of si1ch publication by the affidavit of the foreman 
or publisher of the paper, or any other competent proof thereof, shall 
he prima facie evidence of the legal passage. enactment. approval, puh-



lication and promulgation of such ordinance or resolution in any court 
of this state or elsewhere. 

Recording. 

Sec. 57. All ordinances and resolutions, with proof of publication, 
shall be deposited with the Clerk, who shall record the same at length 
it1 a suitable book; but proof of recording shall not be requil'ed in any 
proceeding where it is· necessary to prove such ordinances and resolu
tions. 

Ordinances Granting Franchises. 

Sec, 58. Except as otlierwise provided in the Constitution of the 
State, or as otherwise spcciiied in this Charter, an ordinance or resolu
tion for the lease or sale of any public utility, or for the purchase of 
property of the value of five thousand dollars and upwards, must be 
submitted to the vote of. the electors of the City before the same shall 
be valid; and in 110 case shall any franchise he granted for a longer 
period than hventy years. 

The ballots used at such election shall contain the words, ''For the 
ordinance'' (stating the nature of the proposed or<lin;rnce) or "against 
the ordina nr,-". ,( stating the same). 

Returns of such election shall be made to the Clerk as proyidcd 
for other elections, and the Council must meet and canvass the returns 
within three days. 

If a majority of the votes cast upon such submission shall be in 
favor thereof, the Council s1rnll. within thirty days from the time of such 
election, proclaim such fact, and ttpon such proclamation, such ordi
i11cc shall be legal and binding. No such franchise or lease or sale of 
any public utility or any such purcliase of property, shall be of any 
force or effect, except it be made in the manner aboYc provided. 

Specific Powers. 

Sec. 59. The Council ~hall have foll power and authority to make. 
•ctrnct, ordain, establish, publish, enfotee, alter, modify, amend or repeal 
all such ordinances, rules and by-laws. for the enhancement of th"' gen• 
era! welfare, for the g'twernment and good order of the City, for the 
protection of the public health, comfort itncl safety. for the suppression 
of intemperance and vice. and for the prevention of crime. as it shall 
derm expedient. lt shall lrnve th~ power to establish and maintain City 
prbons. and watch houses for the imprisonment, custody and safe-keep
ing of all pei-sons arrested for or charged with any offence whatever, 
in any way cognizable before any Justice of the Peace in s;dd City; to 
1i1ah• all rnks and regulations fot· the government and management of 
such pri,,ons and watch ho11scs; to appoint keepers and other officers 
of such prisons and watch houses, who shall have and possess all the 
powers and ~uthority" of _iailors nt rommon law or hy the laws of t11is 
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state; and all ordinances enacted •by said Council are hereby declared 
to be and have the force of law; provided, that they be not repugnant to 
the Coni:.titution a11d Laws of tlrn United States and of this State, and 
for these purposes the Councii shall have authority by ordinance or 
resolution. 

First. To regulate the use of, and prevent and remove encroach
ments on or over streets, alleys, avenues and public grounds and public 
places, and to prevent injury to the same, and to regulate the construc
tion of coal holes and hatch-ways and coveri11g and guards therefor in 
sidewalks, or to prohibit the same. 

Second. To regulate and prevent the throwing. or depositing of 
ashes, offal, dirt, garbage, or other offensive matter, .or paper, in or 
upon any street, alley or public ground or place, and to compel the own
er or occupant of any premises to keep sidewalks along or in front of 
the same free from snow, ice or other obstruction. · 

Third. To regulate openings and excavations in the streets, a1leys 
and public grounds, for the laying of gas, electric conductors, water 
mains and pipes, or for any other purposes, and the building of sewers, 
tunnels and drains, and regulate the construction and use of all struc
tures a11d conduits underneath the streets, alleys and sidewalks. 

Fourth, To provide for and regulate crosswalks, curbs ,\lld gutters. 
Fifth. To regulate or prevent the use of streets, sidewalks and pub

lic grounds for signs, sign-post,,, awnings, n.wning-posts, telegraph, tele
phone and electric and trolley pqles, hotse troughs, and racks, and the 
posting and distributi11g of hand bills and advertisements; to control, 
prescribe and regulate the mode of constructing and suspending aw11-
ings, and the exhibition and suspension of signs thereon; to prevent the 
encumbering of the streets with vehicles, lumber, boxes or any other 
thing or 111atcrial; to prevent tht• exhibition of signs on canvas or other
wise in ot· upon any yehicle standing or ti-avcling upon the streets or 
public grounds of the City; to remove and abate any nuisance, obstruc• 
tion or encroachment upon the walks, streets, alleys or public grounds; 
to provide for and regulate the ercctio11 of hitching posts .and rings for 
fastening horses, imd to prohibit the same in any portion of the City; 
and to prohibit the pi.ling of snow or other incumbrance on any street 
by "persons owning or .operating any· street railway along or across the 
:;a.me or by any person or persons. 

Sixth. To regulate and control or prohibit the placing of poles and 
tlw suspension of wires along or acro5s the streets and alleys, and to 
require a11y a11d all wires within prescribed limits, or throughout the 
City, to be placed as it may designate, beneath the surface of the street 
or sidewalk, and to require any poles already erected or wires already 
sn~pcncled to be remoyecl. and the wires likewise placed in conduits be-



neath the surface of the street; and to compel any or all such wires, . 
pipes and other constructions and conduits to be placed in a common 
area beneath the surface, upon such terms as it mity designate, 

Seventh. To regulate or prohibit .the exhibiting, carrying, distrib

uti11g or throwing of banners, placards, advertisements, and hand bills 
or other articles, in or upon the streets, public grounds or sidewalks. 

Eighth. To regulate or prevent the flying of flags, banners and 
signs across the streets, alleys :u1d public places, and regulate, license 
or prohibit the construction and use of bill boards and signs adjacent 
to or near the streets, alleys and pt1blic places, or upon any vacant lot 

or ,;ther property. 
Ninth. To regulate or prohibit b·affi.c and sales upon the streets, 

sidewalks or public places. 
Tenth. To regulate the speed of horses and other animals, vehicles, 

st1·eet cal'S and locon10th-cs, 1tpon the streets and witl:iin the limits of 
the City, and to compel persons to fasten theii· horses or other animals 
attached to vehicles or otherwise, while standing in the streets; to regu
late or prevent the use of bicycles and other similar vehicles on the 
streets, sidewalks or public grounds; and to prevent the riding or driv• 
jng of any animal upon any sidewalk: and prevent any damage to sid<'-

walks or public property. 
Eleventh. To 11ame and change the name of streets, avenues, alleys 

and other public places: to regulate the use of all bridges, viaducts, tun
nels, drains, sewers and cesspools within the City, and regulate all sewer 
con11ections and make the same and. assess the cost thereof on the 

property so connected. " 
Twelfth. To regulate the numbering of houses, buildings and lots 

and to compel the owners of houses and other bLtildings to have thr 
muuhers of sttch house:-. and buildings shown conspicuously thereon or 

ndjacent thereto. 
Thirteenth. To prevent and regt1late or prohibit thr location and 

construction of street rnilway tracks in. under and over any street. 

• alley or public place. 
Fm1rteenth. To proYide ior and change th~ location, grade :rnd 

crossings of nny railroad, and to compel railrnad companies to lower 
and bridge ovrr or raise their tracks or to construct viaducts over the 
,;ame. and to fence their respective rights of way or any portion of the 
:;amc, and to construct cattle- guards and keep the same in repair within 
the limits of the City. In case- any Railroad Company fails to comply 
with ;iny such ordinance, it shall be liable for a1l damages to the owner 
of cattlr, horses, or other domestic animals, which may be sustained by 
reason of injuries tl1ercto while 011 the tracks of such raifroads, in like 
manner and extent a;; undcr the Genernl Laws of the State. 
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Fifteenth. To require Railroad Companies to keep flagmen and 
erect and maintain gates at railroad crossings of streets or public places, 
and to regulate or prohibit the obstruction of streets, alleys and other 
public places by railway trains, cars or engines. 

Sixteenth. To regulate or prohibit· the wbistling of locomotives, or 
steam whistles, or engines in factories, and the discharge of steam, 
cinders, sparks and dense smoke therefrom. 

Seventeenth. To compel Railroad Companies to raise or lower their 
tracks to conform with any grade which may be established within the 
City and to keep such tracks on a level with the street surface, and to 

. compel the planking of such tracks by such railroad companies so thaJ;: 
they may be crossed at any place on said street, alley or pttblic high
way, and to keep st,ch planking in repail'. 

Eighteenth. To compel and require such Railroad Companies to 
make, keep open and repair ditches, drains, sewers, and culverts along 
and under railroad tracks so that filthy or stagnant water cannot stand 
on their grottnds or right of way, and so that the natural drainage of 
adjacent property and sti-eets shall not be impeded. 

Ninteentb. To restrain the pollution of the waters of any creek, 
pond, lake or water course withi11 or adjacent to the City; to prevent 
the dumping of refuse or other matter therein a11d to provide for the 
cleansing and purification or water, water courses and canals, and the 
drainage and filling of po11els or pools on private property, whenever 
necessary to prevent or abate nuisances. 

Twentieth. To compel the owner or occupant of any b.uilding 01· 

grounds to remove from the premises own~d or occupied by him all 
such offensive substances as the Council or Health Officer may direct, 
and upon his default to authorize the removal or destruction thet'eof by 
some officer of tl1e city at the expense of such owner or occupant and 
to assesil such expense against such property. 

Twrnty-first. To lice115c.>, regulnte, prohibit or suppress billiard, 
pool or pigeonl10le tables. pin nlleys, bowling alfoys, shooting galleries, 
and to license and regulate lodging houses, restaurants and hotels. 

Twenty-second. To lic~nse and to regulate gift, fire, auction or 
bankrupt sales, and to license and regulate itinerant merchants and 
transient merchants or vendors, agei1ts and solicitors for stages, cars, 
vehicles or public hon!;es. 

Twenty-third. To lic0nsc. regulate or prohibit show men and 
shows of all kinds, and the exhibition of caravans, menageries, circuses, 
concert or dance lrnlls. the:1trical performances. skating rinks, museums 
and all like places of amusement. 

Twenty-fourth. To license and regulate insurance officers and 
;i.grncies. atictioneers, pawn-brokers. second-hand and junk dealers, and 
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to compel all such persons to keep such records of their transactions 
and make report thereof as it may direct; to regulate the time, place 
and manner of holding public auctions or vendues; and to license, regu
late or prohibit bucket shops and brokers. 

Twenty-fifth. To license, restrain and regulate keepers of fotelli
gence or employment offices, and all persons doing the business of 
seeking employment for, or furnishing employes, and to require such 
persons to keep such records as it nm)' direct, and make report thereof 
and to give bond, conditioned that they shall carry on their business 
honestly and without fraud or misrepresentation, i:i.nd punish said per
,sons for unfair dealings .in their said business, 

Twenty-sixth. To license and regulate or prohibit fortune tellers, 
clairvoyants, astrologers, street hawkers, vendors .and public cryers. 

Twenty-seventh. To Hcem,e and regulate hackmen. <lraymen, ex
pressmen, porters and all other pcrnons engaged in carrying passengers, 
baggage or freight, and to regt1late their charges therefor. and to pre
scribe stands or stations where they may remain while waiting for busi
ness, and to prohibit the same from standing or waiting for business at 
any other places than the places so prescribed. 

Twenty-eighth. To license and regulate all peddlers, book agents, 
canvassers, newsboys, bootblacks and chimney sweeps doing business in 
the City . 

. Twenty-ninth. To lice11sc and regulate the sale of spirituous. vi11-
• ous, fermented, malt or other liquors: provided, that no saloon shall 
hereafter be establfohc<l within four hundred feet of any school house. 

Thirtieth. To license and regulate distilleries and brewerie~. 
Thirty-first. To regulate and license butcher shops and stalls ancl 

vendc;rs ancl stand~ for the salc of game. poultry, meat; fish. fruits and 
perishable provisions, and all other persons who may deal in the same, 
whether at wholesale or retail. 

Thirty-second. To license and regulate plumbers and to regulate 
sewer and water connections of all kinds. and the laying of brancl1 
sewers and water pipes, and, in general, •to reglllate plumbing and pro
Yidc for the removal of unsanitary plumbing and to compel the same to 
be kept id sanitary condition. 

Thirty-third. To license. regulate and control or prohibit the carry, 
ing and use· of firearms or coneealecl weapons within the City and to 
prnvide for the ,:onnscation ,)f the same 

Thirty-fourth. To licensC! imd regulate the keeping of dogs and to 
prevent the saint from rnnning at large:, and to authorize and enforce 
the destruction, in summary mmmer of dangerous or Yicions dogs or 
dogs running at large. 

Thirty-fifth. To regulate or prahihit the storage, receipt, tr:ins• 



portation, dealing in and use of gun powder, dry pitch, rosi11, coal oil, 
benzine, naphtha, gasoline, turpentine, gttn cotton, nitroglycei·ine and any 
product thereof, and other co1nbustible or explosive material within the 
City, or within one mile from the limits thereof, and the use of lights 
in stables. shops and other places, and the building of bonfires; and to 
regulate and restrain the use of firecrackers, torpedoes, roman candles, 
rockets and other fireworks, and of firearms withh1 tl~e city. 

Thirty-sixth. To prevent and suppress riots, affrays, disturbances, 
disorderly assemblies, cock fights. dog fights, sparring _matches, and all 
brutal or clepraved exhibitions. or sports within the City. 

Thirty-seYen. To restrain and punish vagrants, mendicants, street 
beggars, prostitutes, and to regLt!ate or prevent pub1it bathing or swim
ming withi11 the City limits, and to prevent and punish open and notori
ous drunkenness, fighting, assaults, battery and disorderly conduct, and 
Qbscenity in the City, and to prol1ibit within the City the circulation, sale 
or exhibition of libellous, obscene and immoral publications, prints, pie· 
turcs, advertisements and illustrations, and any publications, either of 
printed matter or sign pictures, efngy or otherwise, naturally tending to 
provoke a breach of the peace or to impair the morals of the com
munity. 

Thirty-eighth. To restrain and prohibit bawdy and di~orderly 
houses and houses of ill-fame and assignation within the City limits. 

Thirty-ninth. To restrain and prohibit lotteries, and to suppress 
all kinds of gambling and playing at cards, dice, hazard. roulette or 
other games of chance. the use of blackboards, lists and tickets for the 
purpose of gambling, all pool rooms and betting rooms and the selling 
of pools or books on horse races or other contests, real or fictitious; 
to suppress, prohibit and restrain all mechanisms and devices used foi· 
gambling or betting; 1'0 prohibit all fraudulent practices a_nd the use of 
fraudulent devices, and to authorize the destruction of all instrument,; 
used for the purpose of gambling or other unlawful purposes. 

Fortieth. To establish a public pound and to restrain the running 
at Jal'ge of horses, mules, cattle, swine, shee1p. p9ultry, geese and other 
animals and to authorize the disti·aining aud sale of the same. 

Forty-first. To establish and regulate markets and market houses. 
Forty-second. To p1·ovide for the inspection of bread made for 

sale and regulate the making o..f the same and prescribe the weight and 
quality of the bread in the loaf. and prnvide for the seizure and for
Icitm·e of bread baked contrary thereto. 

Forty-third. To provide for and regulate the inspi;ction by the 
Board of I-fealth of meats, poultry, fish, game, butter, floui;-, cheese, lard, 
eggs. vegetables, milk, fruits, whisky and other liquors, and provisions. 
and to provide for the taldn~ and summary destruction of any such pro-



v1s1011s which are unsound, :;poiled or unwholesome; and to regulate 
and prevent the bringing into the· City, having or keeping s.uch un
sound, spoiled or unwlfolesomc provisions, or any unsound or putrid 
beef, pork, fish, hides, skins or other substances, and to inspect and 
regulate dairies and dairy products and to regulate the sale of milk 

within the City. · 
Forty-fourth. To provide for ai1cl rcguliite the manner of weighing 

hay and straw and selling the same; and measuring and selling fire 
wood, coal and lime; to provide for the inspection of lumber and build
ing materials, inclucling brick and ·cement products, and to regulate the 
measuring and selling thereof, ancl to prohibit the sale of any such 
products by weight or measure, unless first weighed or measured by the 

official ,weigher and scaler. 
Forty-fifth. To provide fol' the inspection and sealing of weights 

and measures, and to enforce the keeping and use by vendors of proper 
weights and measures duly tested and sealed, and to provide for the 
term. appoint1.ne11t and compensation of a City Scaler of Weights and 
Meas(tres, and to vrovicle punishment for the use of false weights and 

measures. 
Forty-sixth. To regulate the construction of all building;,~ chim-

neys and smokestacks; to prohibit antl prevent the erection or maintc-
11,mce of insecure or tmsa[c buildings, walls, stacks, or chimneys, and 
to provide· for their summary abatement; to prescribe the depth of cel
lars, the material and method of construction of foundatiom and founcla
tion walls, the manner of co11structio11 and location of drains and sewer 
pipes, the thickness of material and construction of party walls, the size 
and material of floors, beams, girders, pipes, columns. rods, chimneys, 
flues, and heating apparatus; to regulate the construction of privies, and 
vaults •in bttilclin~s~ to prohil:lit the construction of buildings not con
forming to such regulations: and to direct tlH' suspension. at any time, 
of the erection of any sttch bui_lding that does not conform to such regu
lation: and to provide for the issuance of ht1ilding permits. 

• Forty-seventh. To prescribe the limits within which wooden build, 
ing"s shall not be erected, placed or repaired, and to direct that all and 
any buildings within such limits, when damaged by fire. or otherwise, to 
the extent of fifty per cent of their values, shall be torn down or re• 
moved. and to pl'escrihe the manner of ascertaining such percentage. 
and to compel the owner,; of any buildings, or other structures which 
have heen destroyed or partially destroyed, or have become dangerous 
by fire, or otherwise, to ta1ce down. the same or any part thereof, and 
in ca"e of refusal or neg!c,;t nf said owner to so take clowi, the same, 
when ordered by the Council, then to cause the same to be taken down. 
and to provide by ot'llinance for the punishment of such 1·efusal or 
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neglect and to assess the cost thereof t1po11 the land upon which said 
building or stn1ct11re stood. 

Forty-eighth. To require the owners or lessees of buildings or 
structures now, or hereafter to be, built in the City, to place thereupo11 
such fire escapes and appliances for protection against or for extin
guishing fires as it may direct. 

Forty•ninth. To prevent the dangerous construction .of c-himneys. 
fire-places, hearths, stoves, stove-pipes, or ovens used in or upon any 
.house, building or manttfactory; to regulate the carrying on of manu
factories liable to cause fires; to prevent the disposition_ of ashes or 
accumttlation of shavings, rubbish or- other combustible material in un
safe places, and make provision to guard against fire. 

Fiftieth. To regulate the construction, location and operation oI 
derricks, windlasses. freight ai1d passenger el('vators, and other me
chanical structures and apparatus hazardous to life and property. 

Fifty-first. To declare the emission of soot or dense smoke from• 
chimneys, stacks, locomotives, and other places, within the limits of 
the City, a nuisance, and to prohibit the emission of such smoke or 
soot in any portion of the City. 

Fifty-second. To prohibit the emission of sparks and cinders from 
chimneys, smokestacks, or other 'sources, and tu declare the ~mission 
of sparks and cinders a nuisance, and to require the use of such practical 
appliances as may be necessary to prevent the emission of the same. 

Fifty-third. To declare what shall be a nuisance, to abate the 
same, and impose fi11es upon persons who may create, continue or suffer 
nuisances to exist. 

Fifty-fourth. To provide for and compel the reporting and record
ing of all births and deaths within the City. 

Fifty-fifth. To regulate or prevent the burial of the dead within 
the City, and to regulate and determine the manner in which bodies 
which have been placed in a vault or- tomb or other place for the purpose 
of burial may be removed, and to regulate and 9mltrol the location of 
cemeteries and crematories. and to cause the removal of bodies interred 
contrary to law, and to vacate and discontint1e any cemetery and compel 
the removal of any bodies interred therein. 

Fifty-sixth. To regulate the location, constrnction and· manage-
111ent of stock yards, slaughtei- houses. packing hot1,es, renderies, tallow 
chandlerie's. storing places for hides, bone or glue houses, gas works, 
soap factories, dye houses and tanneries, breweries, or any other noi
f\Ome or unwholesome business within the limits of the City, or within 
n ,listance of one mile outside of the limits thereof. 

Fifty-seYenth. To regulate the location, constn1ction and u1;e of 
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distilleries, stables, livery stables. blacksmith shops, and foundries, 
within the limits of the City. 

Fifty-eighth. To compel the owner of any grocery ceUar, soap or 
tallow chandlery, pig sty, privy or other unwlwlesome or noxious house 
or place, to cleanse, abate or remove the same; and in case of refusal 
or neglect of the owner or lessee of the same to cleanse, abate or. re
move the same when ordered by the Council, then to cause the same 
to be cleansed, abated, or removed, and to pr.ovide by ordinance for the 
punishment of such ow11er or lessee and to assess the cost thereof upon 
the land ttpon w11ich the same is situated. 

Fifty-ninth. To regulate the location of lumber yards and places 
for piling timber, ·wood and other combustible material, and to require 
any person maintaining any lumber, shingle or lath mills or wood yards 
in the City to remove the same, when they become dangerous j:o build
ings or other property near the same. 

Sixtieth. To establish and enforce rules for the 11se and regulation 
of all buildings used and maintained _by the City. 

Sixty-first. To .prevent or regulate the playing of games or any 
other amusements on the streets, alleys or sidewalks, and other puhlic 
places. 

Sixty-second. To require and regulate the removal or destruction 
of swill, offal, garbage, ashes, street sweepings, barnyard litter, manure, 
rubbish, yard cleanings and th'e c,:mtents of privy vaults, cesspools and 
sinks, decaying animal matter and dead animals, or any other vile or 
tmhealthy material. 

Sixty-third. To establish and regulate hospitals and pest j10uses, 
and make alt regulations- which may be necessary Md expedient for the 
preservation of health and the suppression of disease, and to make 
quaranti,ne laws and enforce them wlthin the City, and to regulate and 
prevent the introduction of contagious, infectious or other diseases into 
the City; and to regulate, control a11d prevent the landing of persons, 
baggage, merchandise ot other property from cars or other convey
ances infected with contagious disease, and to make such disposition 
of such persons or property as to preserve the hea!'th of the City; and 
to pr<.'vcnt infected cars or other conveyaJ1c:es from coming witl1in or 
nrar the limits of the City. 

Sixty-fourth. To establish and regulate pt1b1ic wells, cisterns, hy 
clrants, rt•servoirs, fountains and watering troughs. 

Sixty-fifth. To regulate and control the <JUality and measurement of 
gas, and prt>~cribe and enforce regulations for the manu.factttre and regu
late the measurement and use of electricity and electrical apparatus or 
any nppnrntus for fornishing light. heat and power in the City. 

Sixty-si:<;th. To regulatl" lodging houses anrl tcncmt>nt lrnn,;es, and 



to prevent the overcrowding of the same, and to require them to be kept 
in proper sanitary condition. 

Sixty-seventh. To prohibit an<l punish cruelty to animals and to 
require the places where they' are kept to be maintained in healthful 

· condition. 
Sixty-eighth. To regulate the employment of minor persons on the 

public streets and ot]1er public places. 
Sixty-ninth. To compel tl1e owner or occupan.t of property, within 

the City limits, to keep the Bame clear of any brush or any other ma
terial or substance liable to communicate fire to adjacent property, and 
in case the owner or. occupant of such property shall neglect or refuse 
to remove the same within ten clays after lieing notified so to do by the 
Council, either personally or by one publication in a legal newspaper, 
published in the City, the C0t111cil shall have the authority to have the 
same done and assess the cqst thereof against the property. 

Seventieth. To direct, and regtffate the planting· and preservation of 
ornamental trees a11d shrubbery within the public grounds and streets 
of the City, and to prevent any injury thereto or interference therewith, 
and punish any person wilfully damaging any tree, shrub, sidewalk, 
pavement. or appttrtenance .to the waterworks. sewerage or electric 
light system, or to any other prnperty in or about the public works of 
the City, and to punish i,nterference with or the withholding of any 
property of the City by any officer thereof or any other party; and to 
establish boulevards a1td provide for their maintenance. 

Seventy-first. To provide for the revocation of licenses, 
Seventy-second. To regulate and require licenses to be obtained 

for the purst1it and prosecution of such occupations or kinds of business 
not in this Chapter expressly referred to a11cl provided for, as in the 
opinion of the Council may require regulation: and in general to adopt 
all such measures and cr,tablish all 1·egnlations in cases for which no 
express provision in tl1is chapter is ·made, as the Council may from time 
to time deem necessary for the promotion of the health. comfort and 
safety of the inhabitants, tiie preservation of peace and good order, and 
the suppression of vice and enhancement of the pttblic welfare. 

Seventy-third. To provirle for lighting the City, 
Seventy-fourth. To provicle for the levy, collection ancl expenditure 

of the poll tax within the city. 
Seventy-lifth. To provide for the investigation of the origin and 

cause of fires. and to compel the attendance of witnesses and produc
tion and giving of evidence t1pon such imestigation. 

Seventy-sixth. To regulate and control in a manner not contr;ry 
to any specific proyision on the ,;uhject contained in this Charter the 
l.'Xt•rcise by any person or corporation of any public franchise or privi
leg:e. \1;hicl1, by the term., of the grant the1·e, is to l>e exercised within 



the corporate limits of the City, whether such franchise or privilege has 
bec11 granted by th\? City or hy or under the laws of the State or ariy 

other authority. 
Seventy-seventh. To establish, maintain and regulate a public rest 

room and toilet; provided, however, that it shall not expend to exceed 
two hundred dollars a year for this purpose. 

Seventy-eighth. To provide for, maintain and regulate open air 
band concerts, and to appropriate for this purpose from any m(Jney in 
the general fttnd of tl1e city. not to exceed four hundred dollars in any 

·one year. 
Power to Impose Penalties. 

Sec. 60. The Cotmcil shall also hayc the power to prescribe, in a11y 
ordinance enacted by it, punishment for .the violation of such ordinance, 
by subjecting the offender to pay a fine not to exceed one hundred dol
lars, or to be confined and kept at •hard labor in the wo~khouse of the 
City, upon the public works of the City, or in any county j~til or 111 any 
place of confinement maintained by the City, for a period not to exceed 

thre<' months. 
Compilation. 

Sec. 61. The Council may, from time to time, provide for the com
pilation and publication, in book or pamphlet form, of the Charter, 
ordinances of the City, rules of the Cotrncil and of nny of the depart
ments of the City, and such Statute,; of the State as it may designate: 
and may provide for rhe distribution by sale or otherwise of copies of 
such compilation or publication. Such books or pamphlets ·so issued and 
purporting 011 the title page to be published by nuthority of the Council 
and to contain the Charter and ordinances of the City, or other matter 
in this section mentioned. shall be prhna facie evidence of their contents 
in all courts of this Stat<.': and all provisions of the Charter and all 
ordinances, rules. ~egulations and resolutions found therein shall be 
presumed to have been duly and legally pnssed, approved, adopted and 

promulgated. 
All J nstices of thl' Peace and other courts which may hereafter be 

established in this City, shall take judicial notice of this Charter and its 
ptovisions, and ordinanc<.'1' and i-esolutions duly passed hy the Council 

of this City. Nuisances. 

Sec. 62. The powers conferred upon the City by thb Charter to 
provHc for the abatement or remoYal of nuisances. shall not bar or 
hinder :.-uits, prosecutions or proceedings in the courts according to Jaw. 
Tlw Council shall have power to declare depots, houses or buildings of 
any kind within the City wherein more than 100 pounds of gunpowder 
or mot:{' th1111 550 gallons of petroleum or other inflammable or exl)losive 



29 
oils or substances are deposited or kept at one time, public or common 
nuisances. 

Gambling houses, houses of ill-fame, disordel'ly houses and houses 
or plates where intoxicating liquors are sold without license, within the 
City, are hereby declared, and shall be deemed to be. public or common 
nuisances. 

Jurisdiction of the City. 

Sec. 63. The jurisdiction of the City for the suppression of diseases 
and the~ abatement of public nt1isances ot the suppression of any busi, 
ness or traffic established or carried on contrary to the regulations of 
the Council shall extend for a distance of one mile beyond the limits 
thereof. 

Intoxicating Liquors. 

Sec. 64. All the general laws of the State of Minnesota pertaining in 
any manner to intoxicating liquors sliatl, so far as applicable, be in 
force in, and apply to, the City of Alexandria. Provided, however, that 
the voters of said City shall have the right to decide for themselves 
whether Iieenses shall be granted in the City, to such persons and in 
such riumbets as the Council may deem proper, for the sale of spiritu
ous, vinous, fermented and mllt liquors in less quantities than five gal
lons. And the City Clerk is hereby required, upon the petition of twenty 
or more legal voters and freeholders of the City, at arly time not ress 
thai1 twenty days before any annual City election, to give notice at the 
time of giving notice of snch election, that the question of license will 
be submitted at said election; which question shall be determined by 
ballots containing the words "in favor of license," or "against license," 
as the case may be; which ballots shall lie determined and canvassed 
as by this Charter prescribed for canvassing and determining the votes 
cast :,t said election for City Officers; and if upon such canvass it is 
found that a majority of the votes cast at said election on that questio11 
shall be against license., a, certificate of such result shall be filed with 
the Clerk, and the Council shall not thereafter, until some subsequent 
c,ontrary vote, grant any license for the i;ale of spirituous, vinous, fer
mented malt or intoxicating liquorv. 

Damagea Buildings, Removals. 

Sec. 65. 'Whenever any ow11er of any propel"ty shall fair to remove 
any building or strttcturc which has been injured by fire or otherwise, 
as provided in sub-division 47 of section 59 of' this chapter, then the 
Council may proceed to cause to :-emoye s\lch buil'ding or structure, 
and assess the expense of such removal against the property from which 
such removal is tiad; before effecting such removal, however, tl1e Coun
cil shall give at least five days' notice to the ow11er of said premises of 
its inte11tio11 to so remove said building or structure, and to .assess the 
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cost thereof .t1pon said property; which.said notice shall be served upon 
such owner, if a resident of the city, personally, or by leaving a copy 
thereof at the house of his usual abode with some person· of suitable 
age and discretion .• then resident therein; if said owner does not reside 
within the city, the1t ,said.notice shall be served by mailing a copy there-

, of to said owner to his last known postoffice address, and by the publi
cation of said notice in a legal newspaper, published in said city, once 
in each week, for two consecutive weeks. 

At the meeting of the Council at which such matter is to be- con
sidered, or at any meeting to which the sam,e may be adjourned, the 
Council shall hear all interested parties and, if it be determined that an 
assessment against said property shall be made, such assessment for the 
expense of removal by the Council of any such building or structure may • 
be for the full amount of the expense of such removal: and the cost of 
service of such notke; and before making such assessment the Council 
shall req11ire the Clerk to give notice by publication in a legal news, 
pape1< published in the City, at Jeast once a week for two successiv<> 
weeks, of its intention to make such assessment upon imch property at a 
meeting of the Council that is specified in the notice; and at said meet
ing oi: at any subsequent meeting to which said matter may be put over 
the Council shall hear all illterested partH!s and sliall th.en or, at a ,sub, 
seque1it' meeting proceed to make an assessment against such property; 
which assessment shall be certified and returned to the County Auditor 
of Douglas County, ::Vfiunesota, to be collected in the same manner as 
other City assessments are by him collected. 

Not11ing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit the Council 
or the ;\Iayor or Bttilding Inspector to order, without notice, any build
ing or structure within tl;e City which may be dangerous to passers-by 
to be torn dow11. 

Control of Streets. 

Sec. 66. The Council ~hall haye the care, superv1s1on and control 
of all public highways, bridges, street,;, alleys, public squares and gronnds, 
sewers, and all public property within the limits of the City. 

·It shall have a11thority to open streets when necessary and cause all 
streets which may have been opened under the a11thority of the City or 
with its consent, to be kept open and in repair and free from obstruction 
and other nuisances. The City shall be exempt from all liability for 
damage caused to either person or property by rcagon of the existence 
or opaation of any railrnnd along. across, under, over ,Pr upon any pttb· 
lie highway. hriclge, st1·cet, alley 01· other public way within the limits of 
the City. 

Vacation of Streets. 

Sec. 67. The Council shall have exclusive power to vacate or dis
r:onti;1ue public grounds. stree:t~. alleys, highways, other than park 
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ways, and also all county, town a~1d state toads, withh1 the City, 
whether actually travt!fod or used at the elate of the petition l1erein
after mentioned for vacation or not. 

No such vacation or discontinuance shall be granted or ordered by 
the Council, except upon a petition of a niajority of owners of property 
on the line of Sttch public ground, street, alley or highway proposed 
to be vacated, and of the owners of property within a distance of two 
blocks in each direction from the portion of such public grounds, streets, 
alleys or highwaJs proposed to be vacated, 

Eve!"y petition provided for in this section shall state the reasons 
for such vacation, and be verified by one of the petitioners. 

Whenever any such petition is presented the Council shall, if it 
deems it expedient that the matter be proceeded with, thereupon order 
the petition to be filed with the Clerk, who shall give notice by publica
tion in a legal newgpaper published it1 the City for two successive weeks 
and at least once a week to the effect that such petition has lJeen filed 
as aforesaid and the same shall be heard and considered by the Cotmcil 
on the day and _at the place therein specified, and not less than ten 
days from the expiration of such publication. 

The Council, shall, at the time and place appointed Jnye;.tigate and 
consider said matter and shall hear the testimony and eyidence on the 
part of all parties interested. 

The Council, after hearing the same, may, by resolution passed by 
a three-fourths vote of all members ,thereof, declare such pti'blk 
ground, street, alley, highW<\Y or road vacated; which resolution, if ap
proved, by the Mayor or passed over his veto, shall go into effect the 
s·ame as the other re,olt1tio11s after a transcript thereof, duly certified 
by the Clerk, has been filed for record in the office of the Register of 
Deeds of Douglas County. 

The Council may. by rei;olution, in any case provide that no such 
vacation shall be valid until the value of the premises so vacated shall 
be deposited in the treasury by the owners of the property abutting the 
public ground, street, alley, highway, or road so vacated, which value 
shall be fixed by resolution of the Council by •three-fourths vote of all 
members thereof; and shall in no case be less than a proportionate 
value of the abutting proper,ty, 

Provided, that vacations and discontinuance of any County, State, 
or Town road may be granted upot1 the petition of a majority of the 
owners of the property through which the same or the portion thereof 
to be sought to be vacated, passes. wl1en such owners have platted the 
same and shall have provided in liett of such roads sttfli.cient streets, 
in the opinion of the Council: and the acceptance of such plat and the 
resolt1tion of vacation shall. when recorded, be conclusive evidence 
thereof. 



Ally person feeling himself aggrieved by such vacation or discon• 
tinuance, or refusal so to do, may, within twenty days after the publica• 
tion of such resolution, or after such refusal, by notice in writing served 
upon the l\fayor or the Clerk of the City, a copy whereof, with proof 
of service, shall be filec! in the office of the Clerk of the District Court 
of Douglas County, appeal to said colirt from such vacation ·or discon
ti11ua11ce, or refusal; a11d such appeal shall be tried by the court as in 

· ordiiJary cases and the judgment of the court shall be final. It shaU be 
the duty of the City Clerk, as soon as such appeal is taken, to transmit 
to the District Court a certified copy of the record and files of all such 
proceedings in the cas<!, at the expense of the appellant. Such appeal 
shall be entered and brought on for trial, and be governed by the 
same rules as appeals from Justices of the Peace in civil cases, except 
that no pleadings shall be required. Provided, that this chapter shall 
not be construed to deprive tl],e District Court of jurisdiction to vacate 
any street, avenue.· alley or highway in the City, as provided by the, 
General Laws of the State; but in all such cases notice of such ap1)li
cation must. be served in writing upon the City by delivering to and 
leaving· with the Mayor or Clerk thereof. a true and correct copy of 
such application and notice of hearing thereof, at least twenty <lays be• 
fore· the day of hearing, 

New Offices Not To Be Created. 

Sec. 68. The Council shall have no power or authority to create 
any salaried office not provi<led for by this Charter; but nothing herein 
contained shall prevent the City and its officers from employing such 
servants and agents from day to day and from 111011th to month, as shall 
be authorized by the Council by resolution. 

Compromises, 

Sec. 69. The Councii shall not have the power or authority, except 
by rc-solution adopted by vote of two~thfrds of all the members of the 
Council, to authorize any compromise of any disputed demand or any 
portion thereof. 

. Damages for Injuries. 

Sec. 70. The Council shaJl not have the power to authorize the pay
ment of any damages claimed against thei!!City for alleged injuries to 
person or property. except by resolution, adopted by a vote of two-thirds 
of all th<: members of the Council. 

Appeals to District Court. · 

Sec. 71. Wheneva any claim, exc.epting the claim of any officer or 
cmploye of the City for wages or salary, is allowed and ordered to be 
_paid in whole or in part by tbe Council, no warrant for the same shall 
he signed by the 1·1 ayor until ten days after such allowance; and the 
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Attorney of the Chy may, and if the amou11t so ordered to be paid ex
ceeds twenty-five dollars, and seven taxpayers of the City file with him a 
request in writing to appeal therefrom, he shall, on behalf. of and in 
the name of the City, appeal from the decision of the Council to the 
District Court of. said Douglas County, within the said ten days; and 
such appeal shall be perfectc:d in like manner and like proceeding shall 
be had as in cases of allowance of claims against the County by the 
Board of County Commissioners and appeals therefrom provided by the 
General Laws of this State. 

In case of appeal beh1g taken, the Clerk shall forthwith, without 
charge, make a return thereof to said District Court, i11cluding a certified 
copy of the claim, and a transcript from the records in the office of the 
Cle1·k of the action of the Council and i\layor thereon. In all such ap
peal cases the proceedings shall be put on the trial calendar among the 
issues of fact for trial at the next general term of the District Court of 
said Douglas County, commench1g not less. than eight days after the 
date of the appeal; and on or before the second day of such term plead
ings shall be made up under the direction of the court, as in civil actions; 
and thereupon all proceedings shall be had as in other cases in said 
court. 

CHAPTERS. 
Financial Department. 

Fiscal Year. 
Sec. 72. The fiscal year of the City shall begin on the first day of 

:March. 
Provision to Pay Indebtedness. 

Sec, 73. The Coimcil is hereby :u1thorized to provide by taxation 
for the prompt payment of interest and for a sinking fund for the purpose 
of paying tlie hond,; of the City, whether heretofore or hereafter issued. 

Warrants. 
Sec. 74. All money and other property belonging to the city, except 

as otherwise provided in this Charter, shall be under the management 
and co1ttrol of the Cotincil, and moneys shall be paid out upon warrant 
of the :Mayor, countcrsigtll'd by the Clerk, after having been duly att· 
thorized. by a two•thirds vote of all the n1ernhers of the Council, except 
as in this Charte1· otherwise provided; provided that the salaries of all reg
ular. officers and employes of the city may be paid upon motion of the 
Council, duly passed by a majority vote, but thi!l provision shall not be 
construed to inclt1de the wages c>f officers and en~ployes of the city, 
specially or temporarily employed, The motio11 providing for the issue 
of a warrant shall state the fund upon which such warrant shall be 
drawn, and every warrant shall de5ignate the specific purpose for which 
it is issued, and the specili.c fond upon which it is drawn. and shall be 
payable out of nnne other. Each warrant :.Jhall be payable to the order 



of the person in whose favor it is drawn. No warrant on any specific 
fund shall be drawn or issued until there is money sufficient in the treas
ury to the credit of such fund to pay the same, together with aII other 
warrants issued since the adoption of this charter, that may then be out
standing against st1ch fu11d, and the Council is hereby prohibited from 
authorizing the issue or ordering paid any such warrant until there is 
sufficient money, as :1.foresaid, in the treasury applicable thereto, to meet 
such warrant, together with all other warrants which may be outstanding 
against such fund. No officer or official body of the City shall have any 
power to contract or create any indebtedness against the City, except .in 
accordance with the provisions of this Charter, or to create any liaoility 
against the City by the issuance of any w1irl'ant contrary to- the provi
sions of this section, and any warrant issued contrary thereto, shall be 
wholly void as to the City. but the •sa111e shall constitute a personal 
claim against the officer or officers isstting the same and any member of 
thl' Council voting to authorize the issuance of the same or attempting 
to create such indebtedness. 

Board of Tax Levy. 

S.ec. 75. There shall he a Board of Tax Levy wl1ich shall consist 
of the :Mayor, the Clerk and the Chairman of the finance committee of 
the Council. Said Board shall meet at the oftice of the Clerk on tlie 
i;econd :Monday of September, each year, and may adjourn from time 
tn time as may be nrnde necessary by the dttties hereby required of it. 
but not later than the thirtieth day of September. Said Board shall con
sider, determine and ftx a maximum rate of taxation for the varions pur
poses for w11ich the Council is authorized to levy taxes fQt such year, 
ancl it shall be the duty of snch Board to reduce the nrnximtttn rate of 
taxation for such purposes to the lowest practical limit~ and the Clerk 
shall, on or before the first day of October certify to the Council such 
maximum rate, and the Council shall thereupon make such levy as it 
111ay deem necessary. 

Funds 

See. 76. There shall be maintained in the treasury the following 
funds: A -;inking fund, an interest fund, a public utilities fund, a library 
fond. a poo~ fund, a general fund, and such other funds as the Council 
may, by resolution or ordinance direct. 

1. The siuking fpnd is created for the purpose of accumulating 
money to pay the principal of t!1(' bonded indelltedness of the City; antl 
for the maintenance of this fund there shall he levied an annual tax of 
not to exceed five mills on the dollai- of the assessed valuation of taxaMc 
property of the City; then sl1all also be nssign~d and placed in the sink
ing fund twenty-five per cent. of all license fees coIJected by the City 
and twenty .. five per cent of all fines paid into the Treasury; and the 
Tre.isur('r shall k('cp a srpnrate account with the City Depositories oi 



all moneys belonging to the sinking fund, and he is prohibited from 
placing any money hereby appropriated to the sinking fund in any other 

fund. 
There shall also he paid into the sinking fond all taxes collected 

to pay interest. in excess of the amount required to pay such interest 

Management and Control of the Sinking Fund. 

The Council shall have charge of the sinking fund and shall invest 
the same in bonds or other obligations of the City issued pursuant to 
this Charter, or in such other bonds as are permitted by law for the 
investment of the public school fttnds of the State of Minnesota, or in 
any county or school bonds of the state. fo case of investment in the 
bonds or other obligations of the City, the same shall not be canceled, 
but shall he held in the sinking fund and the interest thereon shall be 
paid over and applied to such sinking fund, Wheue·ver any bonds of the 
City shall become due, the Council shall dispose of such bonds then in 
said fond as, with the molley on hand belonging to the same, s11all be 
necessary to pay such maturing bonds. And the Council may dispose 
of any of the bonds in said fund at such otl1er time as it mav deem 
for the best interest of said fund. Whenever the amount of such sink• 
ing fund, together with the interest and revenue therefrom computed 
to the time of the maturity of the City bonds is !>'1.lfftcient to pay all of 
said bonds, the leyy of two mills, hercinbefore pi-ovided for, may be 
omitted and the money otlicrwise devoted to this fulld may be diverted 
to other funds; but in case of decrease of interest, or -for any other 
cause, said fond shall, in the judgment of the Council, be insufficient to 
pay said bonds of the City at maturity, such tax shall be resumed. 

WheneYcr at. maturity of any bonds of the City, said sinking fund 
shall not have money the1·ei11 sufficient to pay the said bonds so matur• 
ing, and whenever the Council may deem it advisable for the best in• 
terests of the City to take ttp any outstanding bo11ds not due, the Conn
cil may issue other hands of the city to run not exceeding twenty years. 
on such terms as to pl,1cc and times of payment ai1d rate of interest a~ 
nrny be deemed advi~ahle. and in such amount as may be necessary to 
111<.'ct such deficiency. and to take up and refund such bonds 11ot due; 
1)rnvided, that refunding bonds, issued to take up bonds not due, shall 
in no case draw a higher rnte of interest than the bonds taken up. 

2. 1'he interest fund i;, t'reoted (or the purpose of providing monies for the 
1myment of interei;t upon the bondf' of the Ctty, It ,shall he maintained by an 
at11rnal tax levy to l.Je mude by the Council upon all the ta:ital>le property of the 
City and to such an amount us will he i;nfliclent to puy such interest. 

3. The public tttilities fund is ei-eated for the purpose of providing 
for the ~upport and maintenance of any plant, or plants, owned or op• 
eratcd by the City for the purpose o( furnishing the City, or its in• 
hahitants. water, light, power and other public serYice, and of paying 



the cost of the purchase, construction, extension, operation, mainte
nance and repair of the City public works plant, or plants, and the inter
est on the estimated or appraised value of the said plant, or plants, and 
the cost of cxte11sions and improvements thereof paid by the City out 
of funds other than the public works fund. 

This fund shall not be maintained by taxation, but there shall be 
paid into it all m611eys derived from the sale of any property acquired 
for or used in connection with the public works plant or plants of the 
City; also the proceeds of all special assessments levied on account ol 
or in connection with such public works plant, or plants; also such 
amounts as may from time to time be realized from the sale of bonds 
issued on account of said plant, or plants; and also all moneys received 
from the operation of said plant, or plants, including water, light, powet 
and other ~ervice rates, rentals and penalties. 

4. The Library Fund is created for the purpose of maintaining 
the Public Library and Readi11g Room in the City. It shall be supported 
by taxation and such other funds as may,- from time to time, be re
ceived hy the said Library and Reading Room, oi- by the City for the 
benefit Df said Library and Reading Room, but the amount levied for 
said fund by taxation ~hall in no :i,ear he les,; than twelve lnrndred dol
lars. 

5. The Poor Fund is created for the purpose of providing money~ 
to be paid out in taking care of the poor of the city. It shall be main
tained by an annual tax levy· to be made by the Council upon all the 
taxable property of the City, and to such an amount as may he neces
sary for said purpose. 

6. The General Fund is created to provide moneys for the payment 
of all other legal obligations of the City. J t shall be rlmintainecl by tax 
levy, and there shall also he paid into it all moneys belonging- to the 
City, and not specifically designated as belonging to any other fond. 

The Several Funds. 
Sec. 77. The income and revenue of tl1e City paid into the Treasury 

shall at once he by the Treas11rer apportioned to ,rnd kept in the ~ep- · 
nrate funds established by this Charter a11d by the Co11ncil; and it shall 
be unlawful to transfer moneys from one fund to another, or to divert 
money from the fund to which it belongs, except that when there shall 
he a surplus of cash to the crrdit of any fund the Council may. by reso
lution, authodze such sut·plus to be pfac<'d in the sinking fund. 

Authority to Create Debt. 

Sec. 78. None of the dC'partments respectively of the City, nor any 
nl1icer of such department shall baye power or authority to make any 
contract or create ai1y dt·ht against the City before the Council shall 
luwe authorized the ~ame hy a two-thirds vote of the mcmhers ther<'of, 



:n 
and no committee of the Council or officer of the City shall all~w or 
approve any claim in favor of any person, firm or corporation for any 
purpose wluitever attempted to _be created as aforesaid, unless the cre
,1ti11g of such claim, or incurring of such indebtedness shall have been 
previously authorized by the Council, except as hereinafter provided. 

Every requisition from any officer, department or commission to 
purchase supplies or create any indebtedness against the City shall be 

itemized. 
Money Now in the Treasury. 

Sec. 79. Wit-hin thirty days after it has been declared that this 
Charte1· has been adopted it shall be the duty of the Council, with the 
assistance of the Clerk and Treasurer, to apportion. the money now in 
the Treasury among the several fonds herein provided for. 

Power to Borrow Money or Incur Debt. 

Sec. 80. The City Council shall ha\'e power, ·when so authorized by 
a majority of the legal voters present and vo_ting at any general 01· 

special election, of which due notice as to time, place aml object of the 
election lrns been given, to issue bo11ds of the- City, running not more 
than twenty (20) years, and bearing interest at a rate not exceeding six 
per cent. per annum, payable semi-annunlly, princ.ipal and interest pay
able at such times and places as may be fixed upon by resolution of the 
Council. Such bonds shall be signed by the l\fayor·and attested by the 
Clerk and sealed with th(; seal of the City, Such bonds shall be sold at 
not less than par, :md the proceeds from the sale thereof shall not be 

expended for any other purpose than that fol' whil'h they were issued. 
Such bonded indebtedness shall not at any time exceed five per cent-. of 
the ,1~sessed Yaluatio11 of the property of the City. Provided, that all 
bonds, certificates and other evidences of indebtecluess and obligations 
of the City, a11thorized by !his Charter, sit-ail. in case they are to run 

for more than Jive y tars. hear 110 greater rate of interest than five per 
cent. per annum. All elections. whetl1er general or special, for the de
termination of the i%tmncc of Louds shall be conducted in the same 
manner and with the same fol'llrn.lities as general and special elections 
are cnn<lucted nuder the General Laws of the State. 

The ballots to be voted at such elections shall read substantially as 
follows: ''Shall bonds be issued by the City of Alexandria under the 
provi~io11s of the City Charter to the amount of •............... dollars, 
for the purpose of ..........•....• ?" ProYicled, that bonds may be 

issued as above prnvidcd in Subdivision 1, Sec. 76. for funding the City's 
ho11ded indebtedness whe11eYe1· required and that certificates of indebt
edness against taxes le, le.cl and a!'sessed may be issued as hereinafter 
provided. by the Coundl. 



Tax Certificates, 

Sec. 81. At any time after the annual tax levy has been certified to 
the County At1ditor, and not earlier than October 10th in any year, the 
Council may, by resolution passed by a two-tI1h'ds majority of all the 
members thereof, issue and sell or cattse to be issued and sold from 
time to time. as many as needed, certificates of indebtedness in anticipa
tion of the collection of the taxes so levied as aforesaid, for any special 
fund named in said tax estimate, for the purpose of raising money for 
such special fuuds; hut no po,ver shall exist to issue certificates for any 
of said special funds exceeding fifty per cent. of the amount named in 
said tax estimate to be collected for the use and benefit of said fund, 
and 110 certificate shall he is,ued to become clue and payable later than 
December 31st of the year .mcceeding the year in which said tax esti
mate certified to the .\uuitor as aforesaid was made; and said certifi. 
cates shall not be sold for less than par and accrued interest, and shall 
not hear a greater rate of interest than six per cent per annum; which 
r.ertificates shall state upon their face for which of said separate fund,; 
the proceeds of said certificates shall be used and the whole mnount 
embraced in said tax estimate for that particular purpose. They sl1a!J 
he numbered consect1tivcly and be in dc11omil!ations of fifty dollars or 
a multiple thereof, and may have interest coupons attached, and shall 
be otherwise of such form and terms ,ind witli tl1e coupons be madC' 
payable at such place as will best aid in their negotiation; and the pro
ceeds of the tax assessed aJJd i::ollected as aforesaid 011 account of said 
fund. and the faith and credit of the City are irrevocably pledged for 
the redemption of the certificate so issued. except as in this chapter pro
vicled. 

Penalties. 

Ser. 82. Any wilful ncglrct or refusal on the part of the Tn.>asurcr, 
• or Clerk, to perform the d11tics required in this Chapter or by the Char• 

tcr of the City, 01· any vote or act of the l\Iayor or any member of the 
Council, or of said officers or other officers of the City, made or done 
ll'ith the wilful intent to e, ade the provision.s of this Chapter, 01· this 
Ch,irter, or to divert the ft111ds raised by taxation or pledged by ordi
nance to any specific purpose, is hereby declared to be malfeasance in 
office ,and ttpon Com·ktion thereof such officers shall be removed from 
office. and shall in a_dditiou thereto incur the penalties otherwise pro
vided by law. and any such neglect, refusal, vote or act as aforesaid on 
the part of any st1cl1 o11icer shnil be Prima facie evidence that the same 
w11s done with such wilful intent. 
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CHAPTER&. 

Public Utilities, 

Sec. 83. The City may construct or purchase its water, light, heat 
ancl power plant, or either of them, telephone system and other public 
utility systems, and may dispose of them whenever authorized to do so 
by a majority vote of the legal voters of the City voting upon that 

question. 
The City may maintain, enlarge, extend, repair and operate the 

same. 
It may furnish service for all municipal purposes and may supply 

the same to the inhabitants of the City, and to such others as it may 

deem expedient. 
Commissioners. 

Sec. 84. The management mid control and operation of all such 
plants and systems shall be committed to a board to be known as the 

Board of Public Works. 
Eligibility, Appointment, Compensation. 

Sec. 85. The mernhers of said Board shalI be appointed by the first 
Council elected under this Charter, at t11e first meeting, or within ten 
days thereafter in the fol!o,.ving manner, except as hereinafter provided 

in this Charter. 
One me111ber l)f ~md Board -;hall he appointed for one year. one 

for two years and one -for three years, and anni1ally thereafter one mem• 
her shall be appointed fur the term of three years (at the ti111e and ,in 
the manner that other officers of the City are appointed) to succeed the 
membei- whose. term on said Board is about to expire. The members of 
~aid Hoa1·d $hall serve without compensation. 

Organization, Powers. 

Sec. 86. Said Board shall, immediately after the appointment of itg 
members, proceed to orgnnize by the election of one of its members 
as ·president, and the election of a secretary, who may be the City 
Clerk, or such other person as the Board may select. The secretary 
$hall attend the meNing,; of the Board, keep a record of its proceed 
ings, keep t11e books of the Board, collect all moneys due on account of 
water, light, heat and powe1· rc:ntals, and from the sale of material, and 
from all other sources connected with the public utilities of the City. 
and deposit the same 1Yith the .City Clerk. taki11g his receipt therefor 
and do and perfor111 such other duties incident to such employment as 
the Board shall direc't, or this Charter may further prescribe; and in 
~ueh matters he shall he under the sole control and direction of the 
noarcl. The noar<l shall employ a Superintendent. and such other 
nrc~•s!'ary help as will imahle it tr> properly perform its duties tinder 
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this Charter, and successfully operate said public utilities sy,tem, and 
the Board may discharge any and all employes at will. The duties a11d 
compensation of the employes of the Board shall be prescribed and fixed 

by the Board. 
Said Board and its cmployes may enter ttpon any premises for the 

purpose of examining the same and making surveys, and it may prose• 
cute any action, in the name of the City, against any person, for the use 
of water, light. heat or power, or for any injury to any of the property 
or works entrusted to. its care. or tor the violation of its rules and reg
t11ations governing the use of water, light, heat or power, or the man-

agement of the plant. 
Said Board may require from its employcs bonds for the faithfol 

performance of their duties; the amount of such bonds shall be fixed by 
the Board; provided, that the hond of the secretary shall not he less 

than two thouqancl dollars. 

By Laws, Rules. 

Sec. 87. The Board f;;. hereby vested with foll pow,•r to make mid 
cnfot·ce such by-laws, rules and regulations as may be necessary to 
carry into effect the ol)ject and intent of this chapter, and to cause ,ill 
such by-laws, rules und regulntions_ to be entered in a book kept for 
that purpose, and signed by 1he President and Secretary; which, wI1en so 
entered and signed. shall he open at all times for inspection, and shnll 

he evidence in any court of justice. 
The Bo:ird shall fix and maintain the rents and rates for water and 

light and other services fut·nished by it. so that the 1·evenue shalJ in 
each fiscal year be at lca;;t sufficient to defray the cost of operation 
the interest on the appraised c0s.t of the plant, at a rate not to exceed 
four per cent. per annum, and a '>inking fand eqttal to five per cent. of 
the gtos;; revenue of the plant, said sinking fond to he used for replace· 
mcnt artd repairs of the plant, and it is hereby made the duty of the 
Council to establish s11ch sinking fond within sixty days after the elec

tion of the first Council under this Charter. 

Distribution, Rates. 

Sec. 88. The Board shall regt1late the distribution or water, light 

and otlrnr ,;ervicc in all places /tnd for all purposes where same shall 
be required for either public 01· private use: and fix the price and ratc::
thercfor; provided, that in case of street hydrants, fountains, watering 
troughs, light for streets. public buildings and other public places, the 
Coard shall fix and locate the ,;ame as the Council shall direct. 

Providecl forther, tlmt said Board shall not charge the City for set· 
yice a higher rate than is charged private parties. 

The City shall pay out nf the general fund to the account of said 
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Boatd, in four quarterly payments, viz., on the first of March, fii-st of 
Jt111e, first of September and first of December in each year, at the price 
so fixed by the Board for all services to the City for public pm-poses. 

The Board is hereby authotized and required to restrain and pre
vent any and all wast<:> of water, light and other products of the plant 
01· systems, and may, when 111 its judgment necessary,, slrnt off the same. 

Payment in Advance. 

Sec. 89. The Board shall have foll power and authority to require 
payment in advance for the tise of ,,,ater, lig11t or other service furnished 
by it in or upon any builcllng. place or premises; and in case prompt 
payment for the same shall not be made, then it shall sh11t off such ser
vice and the Board shall not again supply said building, place or prem
ises with ;;iich service until all arrears, with interest thereon, together 
with the costs and expenses of turning said service off and on, shall 
have been folly paid; provided, that in case the owner of such building, 
place or premise,, is 11ot liable for the payment of the 1111paid service. 
such service may be "upplied to another tenant on the same premises 
or the owners thereof without the payment of arrearages. 

Liability of Owner of Property. 

Sec. 90. The owner of any private property which has upon it 
pipes ronnected with the City waterworks, to convey water thereto, 01· 
wires conne.cted with the City iighting plant to• convey light or power 
thrreto. shnll, if he orders wate1·, light or other service, as well as the 
Jessee or occupant of such premises, if any. be liable to the City for the 
rents and rates for all water, light or other service from said plants used 
upon such premises, and such rents or rates may be recovered in an 
action agafogt the ownrr, lesst>e or occupr\11t, or against nny one or more 

of them. R.epairs, Supplies, Extensions. 

See. 91. The Board shall have foll authority to contract for and 
incur expenses for fud. material nnd supplies to operate the said plants 
and systems. and also to i:-ontract for and incur any expenses for repairs 
on the i;amc where the exp(·nse for any one item does not exceed two 
hundred dollars (_$200.00). If the expense to be incurred for repairs 
exceeds two hnndred dollnr.:; ($200.00) for any one item, it shall first 

he authorized hy the City CmrndL 
,\11 hill~ for labor, n:aterial. ,upplies and repairs purchased by tht 

-P,oarcl shall, after being atHlitl'd and approved by the Board. bc paid hi 
warrants dt'a-wn on the City freasurer, signed by the PresideJlt and 
Sec!'etaty of the Iloartl. EYery warrant so drawn shall designate from 

what fund payment is to be made. 
No extensinnc: to thc water. Hp;ht m- other systems of the City shaJl 
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be ma<lc except when recommended by the Board and ordered by the 
Council. 

Further Duties 0£ Secretary. 

Sec. 92. The Secretary shall keep a set of books in his ofii.ce wl1ich 
shall contain a full and complete statement of the condition arid oper• 
ation of the plant, or plants; a record of all moneys received by the 
Board and paid over tu the City Clerk, and all payments made for ac
count of the plant, or plants, and all moneys due and owing to the 
Board for any cause whatever, together with an acciu-ate account of 
the condition of foe diffc;,rent funds, and of all the expenses of the Board. 

Reports, 

Sec. 93. The Board shall on tlie first of :\latch of each year and 
at other• times, when requested to do so by the Council, i-ender a foll 
and complete report setting forth the condition of tl1e plants, the im• 
provements made and costs of same. nnd a detailed report of the earn 
ings and expenses. 

Penalties for Injuries to Works. 

Sec. 94. Any pcr~on ,,·ho shall wilfully and unlawfully m3m·e or 
destroy any real or personal property belonging to, or in any mm1uer 
c01uu,cted with the said plant, or plants, shaII be punished as follow$: 

1. If the value of the property destroyed, or the dimit11.1tion in 
value by injury to the same, shall be less than twenty dollars, by im
prisomnent in the county jail for not more than three months, or a fine 
of not more than om: hundred dollars, 

2. If the value of the property destroyed, or the diminution in 
\'ttlne. by the injnry, shall be twenty dollars or more, by imprisonment 
in the county jail for not more than one year. or by line of llOt more 
than five hundred dollars, or by both. 

Unauthorized Use of Water and Electricity. 

Sec. 95. Any person who ~hall, without authority from the Board, • 
tap or tamper with any electric wire, or take electricity therefrom, or 
tamper with any nutin or surface pipe, oi- take water therefrom. or open 
or shut any stirface cock or lire hydra11t, or unscrew wholly or partly 
the top from such hydrant, or tur11 water into any tunnel ot ditch .ex· 
cavatc<l or used by the Board for the purpose of laying the pipes or 
mains, or who, being authorized by the Board to take water from an, 
pipe for any specified purpo:;e, shall, without authority from the Board, 
llHC such water for other tli:trt sud1 specified purpose, or p1crmit any 
other person to nsc any ,:uch water, shall be deemed guilty of a mi,-,d,1-
mea11or and shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one hundred 
(100) dollars or by imprisonmt·nt in the cotmty jail of Douglas County 
not exceeding three (3) months. 



Omissions From Rentals. 

Sec. 96. Any member of thr Ronni, or any employe of the Board, 
who shall knowingly omit any person or property from a proper as
sessment for water or light rentals, or other service, or refuse to collect 
the same, or who shall discriminate in favor of any person, corporation 
or property in regard thereto, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and 
pt1nished therefor as. prescribed by the ordinances of the City; or in 
case the offense i!, not punishable under the ordinances of the City, then 
as misdemeanors are punished under the criminal laws of the State. 

CHAPTER 7. 

Fire Department. 

Sec. 97. The Council ~hall have power to purchase fire engines. 
hooks. ladders, trucks, apd all other apparatus which may be required 
for the extinguishment of fires; to authorize the formation of lire engine, 
hook and ladder and hose companies; to provide for the proper st1pport 
and regulation of the same; and to order such conipanies to be dis
banded, their public meetings to be prohibited, and their apparatus to be 
given up. Every membet of each company, which may be authol'ized 
to be formed, shall be exempt from poll tax, from serving on juries, and 
from military duty, during the continuance of such membership; ~uch 
companies shall elect their own officers and make their <>wn by-laws. 
subject, however, to the approval of the Council. 

The Council shall have the power to appoint a Chief and one As 
sistant Chief of the fire department, and to prescribe their duties. 

Powers and Duties of Chief. 

Sec. 98. In addition to thP duties that may be prescribed by the 
Council the Chief of the Fire> Department, under the direction of the 
Mayor and Council, shall haw• the genetal superintendence of the Fire: 
Department and the custody of all engines, hooks and ladders, trucks, 
hose, hnrses and other property used and maintaiued for the purposes of 
said departmc:nt. He ~hall see that the same are kept iu proper order, 
:u1d tlu1t all the rules and regulations and provisions of this Charter . 
relative to the Fire Department and to the prevention and extinguish 
ment of fires are duly executed. He shall superintend the preservation 
of nll property endangered by fire and shall have control and direction, 
in case of fire. of all persons, organizations or associations engaged in 
prt>srrving such property. 

ln case of the absence or disability of the Chief, for any cause, the 
.Assistant Chief shall exercise all ,the powe1·s, perform all the duties and 
he subject to all the responsibilities of the Chief, and in the absence 
nf the Assistant Chief, the senior eaptain pre,ent shall be Acting Chief. 
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.Authority at Fires. 

Sec: 99. The Council may, by ordinance, provide for the removal 
and keeping away_ of any or all persons from fires, and_ may confol' 
powers for that purpose upon the Mayol', the Chief, Assistant Chief 
and other officers of the Fire Department and the Police Officers of 
the city; a1;d for such purposes the Chief or Assistant Chief shall be 
vested with police power-$. The .:\-layor shall have .authority under such 
provisions as tl1e Council may enact~ to send fire engines and othl'r 
apparatus of the department wilh a competent force of employes to the 
relief of any other community, or for the preservation of property en-

dangered by fire outsid'e of the city li111hs. 
Fire Alarm and Other Property. 

Sec. 100. The Cotincil 111ay provide for the establishment and 

mait1tenance of an efficient fire alarm. 
The Council shall provide for the sale or disposal of any prop-

erty no longer necessary for the use of the Fire Department, and the 

proceeds thereof shall be paid into the City Treast1ry. 
The Council shall also have power to provide for the erection of 

tire stations or engine houses, ancl the purchase or condemnation • of 

sites ,therefor. 
The p6wers in thi1. section granted are sllbject to the genernl re-

strictions contained in this Charter. 
Destruction of Buildings. 

Sec. 101. Whenever any building in the City shall be on fire, it sh;ll 
be lawful for, and it shall be the duty of, the Chief of the Fire Depart
ment, and in his absence the officer in charge, to order and direct the 
destruction and removal ,of, and to destroy, pull clown and remove sttch 
httilding oi• any otller building in the Yicinity, or any part thereof_. that 
he may deem. hazardous or likely to communicate fire; ancl no action 
shall be maintained against any person, or the City, therefor, or on ac-

count thereof. Penalties. 

Sec. J02. lf any pctson shall at any fin• refuse to obey the orders 
of the Chief of the Fire Department or other officer vested with author
ity at such fire, iiUCh person ~hall be guilty of a misdemeanor. and shall 
tw punblwd as prcscrille<l by the ordinances of the City. 

CHAPTER 8. 

Health Department. 

Appointment, Qualifications. 

Sec. 103. Th<-' Health l)cpartnwnt sha11 consist of three member;;, 
<Hll' 

11
( whom shall be a physician duly licen!icd tn practic<:' medicine 
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within the State of :Minnesota, of good standing in his profession and 
who shall 1rnve been in active practice for at least three years. He 

shall be styled Health Officer. 
Each member of said department shall be a resident and elector of 

the City at the time of his appointment. 
The members of said department shall be appointed as other offi-

cers for the term of one year. 

· GeMral Powers, Duties. 

Sec. 104. Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, the mem· 
hers of said department shall have and exercise all the authority and 
powers and perform all the duties granted to or imposed -up.on local 
boards of health by the General Laws -0£ the State of Minnesota, and 
such laws governing such local boards shall, so far as applicable, apply 

and be in force in the City. 

Special Powers and Duties, 

Sec. 105. The membl'rs of said department, in addition to the pow
ers and duties mentioned in Section 104 of this Chapter, shall have the 

following and additional powers: 
To enforce the La,vs of the State and the ordinances of the City 

a11d the provisions of this Charter relative to public health; and for the 
enforcement of all s11ch laws, ordinances and provisions they and each 
of them shall have and be vested with all the powers of Police Officers 

of the City. 
The Ht:a!th Officer ~hall, in addition to other powers and duties 

vested in and required of him, he required: 
1. To give to the :\[ayor or other City Authorities such profes-

sionnl advice and information Rl\ they may require, witl1 a view to the 
preservation of the pttblic health; and whenever he shall know or be 
informed of the existence of any malignant, contagious or pestilential 
disease he shall investigate the i;ame and adopt measures to arrest its 

progress. 
2. It shall be the duty of the Health Officer to make a personal 

inspection of every part of the City from time to time, and not less 
than once a month during the period from April -first to October first, 
and in all cases whe1·e he may discover the existence of any agent, the 
lJi•escnce of which might prove dangerous to the health of the City, to 
cause the same to he removed, in atcorda11ce with the ordinances of the 
City, or should there he no ordinance rnmpetent for the correction of 
the evil, he shall immediately report the same to the Council, accom
panied by his written opinion of the necessity of extraordinary or par~ 

ticular action. 
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To Select Sites for Quarantine Stations, 

3. The Health Ofrlccr, by and with the (tpproval of · the Council, 
may select such sites, places and boundaries for Quarantine Station~ 
and purposes as may be necessary. 

Right to Enter Building. 

4, For the purpose of carrying out the foregoing requirements, the 
Health Officer shall be permittt>d at all times, from the- rising to the 
setti11g of the sun, to enter into any house, store, stable, or other build
ing, and to cause the floors to be raised, if he shall deem it necessary, 
for the pttrpose of a thorough examination of cellars, vattlts, sinks or 
dtahls, .and to cause all · privies to be clca11ed and kept in good con
dition, and to cause all dead animals or other nuisances or unwhole
i;ome things to be burned or removed or disposed of as he may direct. 

To Serve Notices to Abate Nuisance. 

5. To serve notice m writing upon the owner, ocenpalit or agent 
of any lot, building or premises in or upon which any nuisance may be 
found, or upon any person who shall have caused such nuisance, re
quiring him to abate the same within reasonable time, and such notice 
may be given or served by any officer who may be directed to give the 

san1e .. 
To Provide Books for Keeping the Record. 

6, Tt shall be the duty of the Health Officer to provide at the ex
pense of the City the necessary books for keeping a record of all trans
actious of the Health Department, including the prope1· registration of 
births and deaths, and such other statistical information necessary for 
th<.' official work of said department. 

To Visit and Examine the Sick. 

7. It &hall he the farther duty of the H cal th Offic<.'r to vh,it and 
examine, or cause to be visited and examined. all sick persons who shall 
lw ,reported to him as suffering from any infectious or contagiot1:c, dis
l!ase, and to cause such person to be removed to the hospital or such 
other place a~ he may think proper, and cause him to be provided with 
suitable nurses and attendants at his own expense, if he is able to pay 
for the same, but if not, then at the expense of the City. 

To Provide Equipment and Medicine. 

8. To provide, umfor the dit·ection of the Council, furniture, foeI, 
food, mcclicim· and such other articles as may be necessary for the equip
ment ,lll<l nrnintena11cc of any hospital for the prevention and control 
nf infectiou~ or contagious disease::; among men or animals. To control 
all such hospitals and to secure the decent and prompt burial of bocli<.'S 
of :ill pl•r,on;: 1Jying at such ho,pital. 
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9. He sliall, when directed by the poor committee of the Council 
or the Board of Health, attend any indigent sick person in the City 
and furnish medicine for st1cl1 person at the expense of the City. 

Penalties. 

Sei:. 106. Any pt•r~on who, withnut a permit from the Health Ofii

cer, shall bury or remove the body of a11y dead person, or shall leave 
unburied any sui:h dead body longer than four days, or who shall fail to 
bury the body of any person dying of any infectious ::ir contagious dis
ease within twenty-four hours after death. when ordered by the Health 
Officer so to do, or shall refuse or neglect to abate any nuisance, for the 
existence of which, as owner, occupant or agent of the place upon or 
witllin which st1ch nuisance exists, he is responsible, after having re
ceived a notice from the Health Officer so to do; or who shall neglect 
to report the occ11rre11ce or existence of any birth, death or case of con
tagious or infectious disease as provided for in this Charter, the ordi
nances of this City or the laws of the State: or who shal,1 import or. 
hdng witl1in the limits of the City knowingly any person or animal sick 
of eontagiotts or infectious disease, or who shall remove or cause to be 
removed, without permfasion from the Health Officer. any placard an-
11ot1ncing any contagious or infectious disease and attached to any house 
or building or place. by the Health Officer or his subordinates; or who 
shat disobey or wilfully avoid quarantine regulations imposed by the 
Health Officer. or who shall interfere with the Health Officer or his 
subordinates in the excrci-,c of hb or their duties; or who shall violate 
any of the provisio11s of this Chatter. the laws of tl1c State, or the 
or<li'nances of the City rt'lating to the publk health, shall, upon con, 
viction. be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished as prescribed by 
the ordi11a11ces of the City, or, in case the offense is not punishable 
\itHler the ordinances of the City, then as misdemeanors under the 

c:-rimi11al laws of the State. 
Sec. 107. 'Whenever the owner or occupant of any building, strnc

ture or premises within the City :;hall neglect or refuse, after reason
able notice hy the Hoard of Health or Health Officer. to observe and 
comply with. in respect of the sanitary condition of such building, struc
ture or premises. the requir<'ments of the law of the State. the ordi
nam~es of the City, the provi~ions of this Charter or the rules and regtt• 
Jations of the Board of Health or Health Offi.cer relath·e to the public 
health and sanitary condition of the City, then the Board of Health or 
Health Officer, under the direction of the Council, shall cause to be 
done in and upon sitch building, structure or premises whatever may be 
1·easonably necessary to l"emove any cause of offense. and put the same 
into ~uitable sanitary condition in accordance with the requirements of 
law nncl the rule~ ancl regulations of t:l1c Board of Health, or the diree-
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tions of the Health Officer, and assess the expense thert!of against the 
property in and upon which such expense has been incurred in the 
premises. 

Before proceeding. however, in any case in accordance with the 
foregoing provisions of this section, the Council shall give at least five 
days' notice to the owner or occupant of any such building, structure 
or premises of its intention to take st1cl1 action apd to assess foe cost 
thereof upon said property; which notice may be se!'ved upon such 
owner or occt1pant personalfy, if found within the City; if not occupied 
nnd the owner does not reside within the City, then said notice m;,ty be 
served by mailing a copy tht:reof to said owner at his last known post~ 
uffice address. 

At the meeting of the Council at which said matter is to be beard 
or at any meetihg to which .said matter niay be adjol!rned, the Council 
shall hear all interested parties, and if determined upon to make an 
assessme11t against said property, such assessment for said expenses so 
incurred as aforesaid may be for the full amount of such expense and 
the costs of notice; and before making the same the Council shall : t 
quire the Clerk to give notice of by pttblication in It Jegal newspape, 
published in the City, at least once a week for two successive weeks. 
of its intention to make such assessment upon such property at a meet 
ing of the Council to be specified in said notice, and at said meeting, 01 

at a11y subseqt1ent meeting to which said matter may be pnt over, tht: 
Council shall hear all interested parties, and shall then, or at a subse 
qitent meeting, proceed to make an assessment against said property. 
which assessment shall be certified and returned to the County Auc}ito1 
of Douglas County, Minnesota, to be collected in the same manner a& 
other City assessments are collected. 

Nothing J1erein contained shall affect the right of the City to havt · 
imposed, or relieve any person mentioned in this section from any Jia 
hility to any prosecution fO!' the violation of or penalty imposed by 
:my orclinancc of the City. 

CHAPTER 9. 

Police Department. 

Organization. 

St•<'._ 101-:. Thl•r~• ,,Jiall he in the City a Polict• Dl'purtment, of which 
tht• ;\foyor slwll haw control :md super-visiou. and of which he shall be 
tlw d1fof l'Xl'ctrtivc officer and head. 

Said department :;hall consist of a Chief of Police and such Patt'Ol· 
nwn as from time to time may be authorized by the Council; all me~n
he1·~ of said tle1)artt11ent shall be cmplnye;; of the City, und they shall 
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bt> appoilltcd by the ;\Jayor, but must be confirmed by the Council before 
entering upon the discharge of their duties. · 

The Mayor or Council may, at his or their pleasure, remove any 
member of the department. The nttmber of members shall be litnited 
and regulated by the number of inhabitants of the City, as determined 
by the last State or Government Census thereof. 

Including the Chief of Police, there shall not be more than one 
officer to every one thousand inhabitants of the City, or fraction thereof. 

Provided, that the Mayot, in case of large public gatherings or other 
unusual occasions requiring additional police force, may appoint, with
out the concurrence of the Council. such other Patrolmen, at a cotn
p<?nsation not exceeding two (2) dollars per day, as he may deem 11eces
sary; but such temporary appointment shall not continue in force for 
more that1 three days. 

Special Policemen, 

Sl.'c. 109. The :.\Iayor may likewise, at the request of any person, 
corporation or organization desiring special police protection, appoint, 
without the concurrence of the Conncil, special policemen, who shall 
St'rve without expense to the City, and possess police power to preserve 
the peace, protect property and make nrrests for crime at such places 
nn<l within such limits as may be designated by the :\Iayor; but such 
special policemen shall not exercise any official at1thority or wear any 
badge of office out~ide of the limits so designated. except that in the 
event of an arrest made liy a special policeman, be may wear such badge 
while taking the person ~o arrested to the polke station. 

Qualifications. 

Sec. l lO. Xo prr.;on shall be eligibk· to appointment in the Police 
Department who is not a citizen of tT1e United States. or able to read 
and write thl' English language underst:indingly, or who has been con
victed of a crime. :Nor shall any person be eligible to any appointment 
in any department whn shall not have been a resident of the City for 
at lea~t one year immediately preceding his appointment. Any person 
appointed to the office of Chief or Patrolman shall, before entering upon 
the discharge of the duties of such office, execute a bond to the City 
in such sum as the Council may direct for the faithful performance of 
l!i.s duty. 

Powers of Police Officers. 

Sec. 111. The Chief crf Police ~hall posse~s the powers of a con
,;table at common law and under the Statutes of this State, and shall 
have the power to sen·c and execttte any warrant, summo11s or other 
process issued out of any Justice Court of the City, a11d shall have 
authority to pm·sue a11d arrest in the City or beyond the limits thereof, 
or in any part of the State. any per1;on charged with, or who ha:; com-
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mitted any ,,ioJation of any ordinance of the City, or any other offense 
, or crime within the City; but no such officer shall have power to arrest 

without such warrant except in' cases in which arrests without a warrant 
are authorized by the General Statutes of the State; and the 'Violation 
of any City ordinance shall be deemed a public offense. 

Conservators of the Peace. 

Sec. 112. The I\ifayor or Acting :\fayor, the Chief of Police. the 
Sheriff of the County, and all police officers and Constables shall be 
conservators of the peace, They may command the peace and suppress 
in a summary manner all riotous M diso1·derly behavior or prnceedings 

, within the City limits, and for such purpose may require the assistance 
of all bystanders and, if need be, of all citizens; and in suppressing any 
riotous or disorderly behavior or proceedings, the attthority to com
mand shall he in the officer present in the order in this section named. 

Penalties. 

• Sec. 113. If any bystander or citizen shall rC'fose to aid in preserv
ing the peace, or in suppressing riotous or disorderly hehavior or pro
ceedings, when thereto required as provided in the preceding section, 
he shall he guilty of a misdemeanor and he punished by a fint' of not 
more than fifty (50) dollars. or imprisonment for not more than thirty 
(30) days. 

If any person shall, without lawful authority. assume to act as a 
police ofncer of th<' City. or falsely pretend to be authorized so to act, 
or wear n. badge of a police otlicer within the City, he shall he liable 
to a fine nc,t exceeding one hundred (100) dollars or imprisonment for 
not more than thi·ec months. 

Gratuity or Rewards Prohibited. 

Set'. 114. Any mt•mher of the Police Department who slrnll acct'pt 
directly or fodfrectly from any person while in his custod}>, or after he 
:;hall have been dischargtd therefrom, any gratuity or reward. or any 
kind of intoxicating liquor, or who shall receive from any person, witb
ottt the written permission from the :\layor. any reward for tI1e arrest 
of any thief, or for the recovery of an;y goods, or money or compensa-

-tiou for damages sustained while in the discharge of his duties, shall 
he deemed guilty of a misdemean6r and shall be suhject to a fine of 
not excc·eding one hundred (100) dollars or impri~onment not to exceed 
thret' months. 

Compensation to be Fixed by Council. 

Sec. 115. Except as otherwise herein provided, the compensation 
of the Chief of Police, Patrolmen and other emp1oyes of the Police 
Department shall he fixed by the Council in the same manner as the 
compc11sation of City officers. 

J. 



fll 

CHAPTER 10. 

Contracts. 

Definitions. 

Sec. 116. Al! contracts for commodities or service to be furnished 
to. or performed for. the City, or any department thereof, involving an 
expenditure of more than ~ne hundred dollars, shall be made as in this 
Chapter provided. and not otherwise; provided, that nothing in this 
Chapter shall be 1:onsidered to abrogate or repeal any of the ·provisions 
of Chapter Six of this Charter, relating to the department of public 
utilities. 

The words "commodities" and ''service," as nsed in this Chapter. 
shall be construed to in dude all work. labor, materials, s11pplies, or other 
property. all lighting and other service and all local or public improve
ments. 

The word "contract," as used in thi~ Chapter, shall be construed to 
include every agreement in writing or otherwise, executed or 
executory, by which any commodities, work or service are to be fur
nished to or done for the City, and every, transaction whereby an ex
penditure is made or incurred on the part of the City, or any depart
ment or officer thereof. 

All action in this Chapter reqaired or at1thorized to be taken by 
the Council shall he by resolution or ordinance. 

Estimates, Amount of Contract. 

Sec. 117. The Council in the first instance shall, on its own motion, 
or may. on the recommendation or report of any department or officer 
of the City, determine in a general way the commodities, work or ser
vice to be done or furnished, a11d shall fix the estimated cost thereof; 
and, in order to determine such estim,ited cost, may require estimates 
from any officer or cmploye of the City. 

In case such estimated cost, as determined by the Council, shall not 
exceed the sum of one hundred (.100) dollars, the Council may direct 
that the commodities. '\\'Ork or service he proct1red by or through the 
proper department 01· oflicer of the City without public bids. 

In aJl cases where ·such estimated costs shall exceed the sum of one 
hund!'ed (100) clollars, said commodities or service shall only be fur
nished or clone ttpon public bids, or procured in opc11 market. 

Plans and Specifications. 

Sec. 118. Ticfore ach-crfo,ing for bids, the Council shall cause to be 
prepared by the proper department or oflicer of the City and filed with 
the Clerk, detailed plans and specifications and the propo~ed contract 
for commoclities and sf'rvicc. 



Advertising. 

Sec. 119. Aiter filing the same, the Council shall direct the Clerk 
to advertise for bids for doing or furnishing said commodities or ser
vice, in accordance with such contract, plans or specifications. 

Such advertisement shall be puhlished in the columns of a legal 
newspaper, published in the City, for one week, and in such other papers 
for. such time and in such manner as the Council may direct 

All advertisements for bids shall dearly state that such bids are to 
he received and opened at a public meeting of the Council in the Conn• 

di Chamber upon a certain dny and hour. 

Certified Checks. 

S.ec. 120. h1 aclverti,dng for any hid, the Council shall require any 
bidder to deliver liis bid and a certified check upon some reputable bank 
of this State. payable to the City of Alexandria, for at least ten per cent. 
of the total amount of such bid; which check and the amount thereof 
shall be forfeited to the City of Alexandria as liquidated damages, if the 
bidder. upon the letting of a contract to him. shall fail to enter into 
the contract so let. All ach'ertisements for bids shall rcsen·e the right 

tn r<1ject any nnd all hid,. 

Receiving and Opening Bids. 

Sec. 121. At the time and pl,1cc mentionecl in the advertisement for 
hicls the Coundl shall med in public ~(.'llsion and publicly receive, open 
and read all bids that may lw presented. Befpre any of ~aid bids arc 
opened they shall be numbered consecutively and no further bids shall 
be received after any hid ha~ been opened. The Council shall giv<' all 
persons who desire the same an opportttnity to inspect all bids when 
they arc opened. :No bid shall be considered when 11ot accompa11ied by 

thl· specified check. 
Action by Council. 

Sec. 122. Thl' Council shall acl upon such bids i1ncl d('tt'l"mine which 
one shall be acc,•pted. All contracts shall he awarded to t11C lowest 
rt'liahlc an<l regponsihlC' bidder complying with the foregoing rcquin·
ments; provided, that the Council may reject any bids which it may 
dN•m 1111reasonable or ttnreliable: and the Cottnril. it1 determining the 
reliahility of the hid, shall consid<'r th<.' question of the rl'Spnnsihiiity of 
lilt' biclckr and his ability tn perfum1 his contract, without any reference 
to the responsibility of the sureties on his bond; and any person who 

. ' 
shall ha, e defaulted in any contract awarded by the City, except as to 
time. or who shall htl\'E' refused to enter into a contract after the same 
shall ha\''-' been awarded to him, shall not he considered a rcliahlc· and 
responsible bidder. In c:u,e the k>Wl'St re~ponl-\ihle hi<l shall he more 
than the estimated co,t of, such colllmc1dities or f.t•rvice, the Coundl 



may reject all bid,; and abandon the proposed contract, or it nmy re
. quire the Clerk to re-advertise for new bids in the 111am1er hcrcinbdoro 

provided. 

All contracts shall be executed by ri1e bidder witliin five (5) days 
after the contract is ready for l1is signature, and if not executed by 1h11 

111 sw::h time he shall he deemed to have ,1pandone<l the •mme. 

Performance of Contracts. 

Sec. 123. After the acceptance by the Council of any bid it shaII 
direct the execution of a contract by the proper officers in accordance 
therewith, and also in itccordance with the said plans, specifications and 
proposed cpntract; and such contract shall be carried out by the proper 
<lepartmell,t or officer • of the City as fo this Chapter provided, 

In case the Council shall determine that any commodities or ser
vice are to he procured in open market, the same shall be proc\1red or 
done by the proper department or officer, 111 accordance with such gen
eral direction.~ a'l the Co11ncil may give. 

Bond. 

Sec. 124. E\·ery person to whom a contract is awarded for an 
amount exceedh1g two hundred (200) dollars shall give bond in such 
sum a;;; the Council may direct, and with such sureties as the Mayor 
may approve, for tlie faithful performance of such contract. 

In the case of alf other co11tracts, the Council may require a bond, 
and in all ca.ses of contt-acts coming within the pun,iew of Chapter 85, 
Revised Laws, 1905, and the amendments thereto, it shall require such 
hone! as is required by such law. 

Expenditures, 

Sec. 125. It shall be the cl11ty of e:tch officer or l1ettcl of a department 
to report to t11e Council, quarterly, the commodities, work and service 
likely to be 11eedcd for the operation of his department or office during 
the remail1dcr of the then fiscal year, and not theretofore contracted for. 

Emergencies. 

Sec. 126. In rasc of emergency, and when the delays provided for 
in this Chapter will cause great damage to the public interest or endan
ger public safety, the lieacl of any department, witI1 the written approval 
of the l\Jayor, may make nc~,.ssary repairs by day labor and procure 
materials therl'for in th1: open market. 

Contracts Not to be Assigned. 

Ser. 127. No contract for which a bond or deposit is l'eqttired, a,; 
pr-0vidcd for in this Ch,irter, shalI he assigned or transferred in any 
manner, and any assignment or transfer thereof, except by operation of 
law. and except by consent of the Council. expressed by resolution, shall 



fully end a11d determine ~uch contract, a11d shall make the same null 
and void as to any othet· or further performance thereof by the con
tractor or l1is assigns, witho11t any act on the part of the City; and the 
City, through its proper authorities, may at once proceed to re-let such 
contract, or may at its discretion proceed to complete the same as the 
agent and at the e:x--pense of such contractor and his sureties. 

Affidavits That Claims Are Paid. 

Sec. 128. Before any contractor or hi;; personal representatives shall 
rceci"e any estimate 011 any contract for which a bond or deposit is re
quired, as pro"ided in this Chapter, said contractor or his representa
tives shaJl make and file with the Clerk an af:fidavit tliat all claims for 
all work and labor to date on the work for which' an estimate is asked. 
has been fully paid. 

Penalties. 

Sec. 129. Any contract made in violation of the provisioni, of 
this Chapter shall be absolutely void, and any money paid on account of 
such contract by the City, or any departme11t or officer thereof, may be 
recovered by the City without restitution of the property or the benefits 
received or obtained by the City thereunder. 

Any officer of the City violating any provision of this Chapter shall 
thereby forfeit his office, in addition to all other penalties prescribed 
therefor. and such office may be declared to be vacant by proper pro
ceedings in the Courts of the State, or by action of the Council, as 1>ro
Yided for in thi~ Charter 

CHAPTER 11. 

Salaries and Bonds. 

Salaries. 

Sec. 130. The following officers sha!J receive salaries, to-wit: Clerk. 
Treasurer, Attorney, Health Officer and Assessor. Members of thr 
Hoard of Health, exc!usi"e of the Health Officer, Street Commissionrr 
and Engineer, shall be paid for their services such sums as the Council 
may direct; and members of the Board of Review shalI he paid the com
pcnga tion herein before provided. 

The Clerk, Building Inspector a11d Scaler and Weigher shall be en
titled to collect the fee:; provided fur by this Charter, which shall be 
fixed by the Council, and excepting the Clerk, shall receive 110 further 
compensation from the City. 

The :.\la.yor and Aldermen shall receive no compen~ation for their 
service:., but there sl1all each year be i,et apart from the general fund 
one hundred (100) dollars for the :.\layor's conti11gcnt expenses, which 
shall h(• paid out by the Trcasure1· upon the 11ayqr's warrant, and which 



he may expend for any purpose cnnnected with the proper discharge of 
the duties of his office; he shall fife proper vouchers for all such ex
penditt11·es, and if any part of said sum remains unexpended at the close 
of the fiscal year, it shall be returned to the general fund, 

Employes. 

Sec. 131. . The compensation of all employes of the City shall be 
fixed by the Council. except as herein otherwise provided, and such com
pensation shall be paid monthly in the discretion of the Council. 

Salaries Not Changed. 

Sec. 132. The salaries of the officers of the City shall not be in
creased or diminishec during tlu: tertu for which any such officer shall 
have been elected or appointed, nor during the period intervening be
tween the election or app,,intment of any such officer and the commence-
mcnt of his term of service. 

Gifts. 

Sec, 133. No offictr or member of any board, or employe of the 
City shall, directly or indirectly, in or about his office or position, iLsk 
or receive any gift, compensation, gratuity, reward or other vahiable 
thing whateycr, excepting the salary or fees prescdbed herein. 

Bonds. 

Sec. 134. The Council may require bonds from any officer or em
ploye of the City in tho,e 1•a,;es where a bond is not required by the 
terms of this Charter; and may fix the amount and condition of the 
bond so required by it, and make any regulations it may deem proper 
in regard to the sureties thereon. 

Corporate Sureties. 

Sec, 135. The sim:-tics on all bcrnds required of officers and em
ployes and others hy the terms of this Charter may be surety corpora
tions authorized tmder the General Laws of the State to do surety bond 
busine~s and to giyc such bond; but such bond 11111st be approved by the 
Council. The hond of th<.> Treasurer must be a surety bond and the 
prt?mium on the same shall he paid hy tlw City. · 

CHAPTER 12. 

Eminent Domain and Local Improvements, 

Part 1. 

Eminent Domain. 

Power to Acquire Property. 

Sec. 136. The City of Alexandria is hereby empowered to acquire 
hy purchase. condemnation pt·oceeding, or otherwise, any property, cor-



poreal or incorpol'eal, whcre!>oevcv· sit1.1ated, either within or without the 
City, which may be needed by the City, or any board or department 
thereqf, for any public purpose ·whatever. And the fact that the prop
erty so needed 1,as been obtained by the owner under eminent domain 
or is already devoted to a public use shall not preve11t its acquisition 
by the City. When not11ing is specifird to the contrary, the City in any 
acquisitio11 of property shall be deemed to have acquired the fee, title 
and absolute owhership of such property, except in case of streets and 
alley;;. 

Limitations. 

Sec. 137. Except in case of an improvement to abate a nuisance. 
no real estate shall be assessed for benefits resulting from 'the taking 
or injuring of real property. In case of the taking or injuring of any 
real estate for the purpose of abating a nuisance, the expense of such 
abatement in such case may be assessed against the propet'ty in a11d 
upon which such improveme11t is made: and in case of any such assess
ment. proceeding~ shall be taken and had therefor in accordance with 
the prndsions of this Chart"cr, in case of emi11c11t domain for the taking 
or injury to real property, so far as the same are applicable. 

Procedure. 

Set'. 138. vVhen the Council shall determine that it is necessary to 
take, damage or dc~troy property of any description, for any public pur
pose, it shall declare the same by resolution, in which it shall be stated 
in a general way the nature and extent of the proposed improvement 
and the property proposed to he taken therefor. Thereupon the Clerk 
shall publish a notice in a legal newspaper ptthlished in the City once 
a week for two ~uccessive weeks, stating that said matter is pending ' 
before the Council and describing in a general way the property pro
posed to be taken. and other facts specified in said resolution, and fixing 
a time and place when and where any person may he heard by the 
Council ('Oncet'11ing the taking of :-uch property: and at kast ten days 
before st1ch hearing, the Clerk shall cause a copy of such notice to be 
served in the manner in which a summons 'in the District Court is re• 
quired to be served, ttpon all owners of land,; to be condemned, as ap
pears by the last asscs:iment list in the office of the Auditor of the 
County in which such lands are situated, who can be found in Douglas 
County, and also upon all persons occupying said lands; and he shall 
mail, with postage prepaid. a copy of such notice to all no11-1·esidents 
of Douglas Conuty, appearing to he interested in said lands, to the la!--t 
known postoffice addrcs~ of such non-residents. Proof of the service 
of such notice shall be made by the affidavit of the party ·serving the 
same, and slrnll state tl1e time. place and manner of such service, and, 
if served hy mail, how each notice was addressed, and s11ch affidavit 



shall be filed in the office of the Clerk; and it shall be the duty of the 
Council at such time and place to hear any person who may wish to 
be heatd concerning such taking. Objection to such taking shall be in 
·writing and filed wiU1 the Clerk flt least 011e day before the time set 
for the hearing. Thereupon the Council shall cause to be made and 
filed with the Clerk a plat and survey of such property, showing the 
nature, comse and extent of the improvement and the property neces
sary to be · taken, damaged or destroyed therefor, together with the 
11ames of the owners of each parcel of such property as the same ap
pears upon the last ;\ssessment roll in the office of the County Auditor 
of the County in which the property is situated at the date of the reso
httion above referred to, together with such statements as may, in th<.> 
opinion of the Council, be proper to explain such survey and the nature 
and extent of such proposed improvement; and such plat and survey 
may be amended. modified M changed; and if the Council decides after 
hearing to proceed with such condemnation, it shall, by resolution, adopt 
s11ch p1at nnd survey and order antl direct the making of the improve
ml'!lt aml determination of the amount of damages to the property to 

he tak<.'n, damaged or destroyed. 

Commissioners. 

Sec. 139. After tht'. pas:'age of the resohttio1t sp.ecilied in the fore• 
going ~ection. the Council shall then, or at a subsequent meeting, al)• 
point three commissioners, all of whom shall be freebolderi, and electors 
of the City, and not in a11y way interested in any property to be affected 
by this proceeding, to view the premises and a:,certain and award the 
amount of damages and compensation, if any, to be paid for the prop
erty to be taken, damaged or destroyed for such improvement, and to 
determine the amott11t of 'iltch fhtmagcs and compensation. Two of 
i,nch con1111issio11ers shall c011sLitute a quon1111 a11d be competent to per
form any dnties rcqnired of the whole n111nber thereof. Before entering 
upon the discharge of their duties, such commissioners iihall take and 
subscribl.' an oath to discharge their duties with fidelity and make a 
jt1i:lt and impartial appraisement and award of damages; which oath 
shall be filed with the Clerk; and in ca~e any such commissioner shall 
fail to qualify in five dn.ys after being notified by the Clerk 0£ his ap
point1m•nt, or in case of yacancy, for any cause, thc Council may ap-

point anoth~ r to Jill the ,·,1cancy. 

Service of Notice. 

Sec. 140. Said c:0111rnissim1t>rs ~hall giYe at least fifteen days' JJnticc 
hy onc publication in a legal newspaper, published in the City, of the 
time and place. when and where they will meet to make said a ward, 
in which notice they .~hall des~ribe the land to be co1demned by gen-



eral description, and specify the purpose of assessment. At least ten 
days before the day of hearing, they shall cause a copy of such JlOticc 
to be served in the manner in which a summons in District Court is 
required to be served, upon all owners of the lands to be condemned, as 
appears by the last assessment Hst in the office of the Auditor of the 
County in which said lands are situated. who can be fottt1el in Douglas 
Cottnty, and also upon all persons occupying said lands; and they shall 
mail, with postage prepaid, a copy of such notice to all non~residents of 
Douglas County appeai·ing to he interested in said lands, to the last 
known postoffice address of such non-resident. Proof of the service of 
such notice shall he mnde by affidavit of the party serving the same, 
and shall state the time, place and manner of said service, .and if served 
by mail, how each notice was addressed, and such affidavit shall be filed 
in the office of the Clerk 

Failure to Serve Notice. 

Sec. 141. In case of faliure of such Commissioners to serve such 
notices or any· of them, said Commissioners shall fo,·feit their right to 
compensation for their services, and the Council in such case is hereby 
forbidden to grant them or any of them any compensation whatever for 
their services as Conunissioners". 

Viewing Premises, Taking Evidence. 

Sec. 142. The Commissioners ,;hall Yiew the premises to be con
demned and receive any legnl evidence that may be offered for the pur
pose of proving the true value thereof. and the damages that may be 
~ustained by reason of the contemplated improvement; and said Com
missioners, for this purpose, are hereby authorized to administer oaths 
to all witnesses produced before them. and may adjourn the meeting 
from time to time and place to place until snch assessment is completed; 
and the Commissioner,, shall have authority to send for persons and 
pnpers and to compel the attendance of wit-nesses, and to issue sub-
pO<'Jrn;; for sttch purpose. 

Hearing. 

Sec, 143, All Pl'l"SDns intrre:;tcd in ,my property so to he con
demned. anrl the Attorney of the ~ity, may he 'present and he heard 
am! ,lClc!nce evidence before said Commissioners at said I1earing. 

Appraisement of Damages, 

Sec. 144. After Yiewing the- property and hearing the (.'viclenc<' 
offered, the Commissio11crs shall prepare and make a true and impartial 
appraisement and award of the compensation and damages i-o he paid 
{o each person whose property is to be taken or injured by the making 
of such ilnprovement;.httt if the r<:mainder of the same property, a part 
of which only i:- to he tnkl.'n or damaged hy such improvement, ;;hall 
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be bencfite_d by such improvement, then the Commissioners, in consid
ering and awarding compensation and damages, shall also consider, esti
mate a11d offset the benefit which will accrue to tl1e same owner in re
spect to the remainder of the same property, and award to him only 
the excess of the compensation or damages ·over and above such benefit. 

Damages to be Appraised. 

Having ascertained the damages of such taking, injuring or destroy
ing of the property. as aforesaid, the Commissioners shall appraise the 
same. and make an appraisement roll thereof. ' 

Appraisement Roll. 

Sec. 145. The appraiscment roll shall contain a. brief description of 
each tract or parcel of Janel taken, injured or destroyed, the names of 
the owners thereof, so far as known to the Commissioners, and if un
known, they shalJ so state; and the amount of damages awarded to each 
owner of each parcel or tract of land, and the amount of benefit, if any, 
estimated and set off in each case. 

The roll shall be footed up and shall show the total damages award
ed and the estimated benefits, if any. 

Notice of Completion and Confirmation. 

Sci'.'. 146. V.1hen completed, said Commissioners shall cause to be 
given at least ten clays' notice by one publication in a legal newspaper, 
pt1b!ished in the City. to the effect that their proceedings have been com
plett'.>d and that at a time and place therein specified they will attend 
for the purpose of hearing objections, and that all such objections must 
he tiled in writing with said Commissioners at least one clay before the 
time of hearing, and that llnless sttfficient ~ause is shown to the con
trary. the said award will then and there be confirmed. Said notice 
shall contain a copy of the appraisement roll as completed, and no ob
jection shall be considered unless the same is filed as herein provided: 
but the Commissioners may in their discretion allow any person inter
ested, who has a<:'ciclentally or inadvertently omitted to file his objec
tions. to cln so at the time JixC'd for the hearing. 

New Notice May be Given. 

S'!C. 147. :'\othin~ herdn contained shall preclurlL• the Commission
ers from causing a new notice to be given specifying ·a different time 
and place at which they will attend for the purpose of hearing objec
tions to said apprafae111e11t and award and confirmation thereof, in case 
the previous notice shall be found incorrect or in case of absence of the 
Commissioners, or for :my other reason that may be satisfac-tory to the 
Commi;:;sioners. 



no 
Commissioners May Adjourn and Revise. 

Sec. 148. The Commissioners, or any of them, the others being ab
sent, shall have power to adjourn such hearing from time to time, and 
they shall have power, in their discretion, to revise and correct the said 
appraisement and award and. to confirm or set aside the same, and pro
ceed to make an appraisement and award de nova, with or without any 
further order from the Council; and said appraisement and award, when 
confirmed, shall be final and conclusive upon all parties interested there
in, not appealing therefrom. 

Procedure After Confirmation. 

Sec. 149. When said appraiscment and award is confirmed, it, to
gether with all affidavit~ of p~tb!icatio11 and proof of service of notices 
connected therewith, sliall be d11ly certified to by the Commissioners 
and filed with, and e11tered in a book kept for that purpose by, the Clerk, 
who shall forthwith, under direction of the Council, certify the awards 
of damages to thc Treasurer of the City. 

Reassessment. 

Src. 150. Ir said appraiscment of damages and awRrds shall he ,;et 
asidl' by the Commissioners as aforesaid, or by the Court for a11y cause, 
jurisdictional or otherwise, said Commissiorn:t's shall forthwith proceed 
de nova, without any ·further order from the Council, to make anothe!' 
or new appraisement of damages and awards; and they shall proceed in 
like manner and give like. notices as herein required in relation to the 
first appraisement and awards; and all parties irr interest shall have like 
rights, and the said Commissioners shall perform like duties and have 
like powers in relation to any subsequent determination as ar.e hereby 
given in relation to the first appraisement and awards. Provided, ho,v
ever, that. if the damages t@ any parcel of land be not appealed from, or 
shall not have been set n.side by the Court, the Commissioners in any 
subsequent apprnisement may omit such parcels of land as to which 
the first appraisen{ent shall not have been set aside or appealed from. 
or on which said appraisement shall have been paid; and as often as 
apprnisement of danrnges ;md awards is set aside, the same shall he 

• reappraised until such damages and awards n.rc settled and determined. 

Appeal. 

Ser. 157, ,\ny 1wr,01i intrn:stC'd in any prnpl'rty takrn 01· dainaged 
in thesr pr:Jceedings, or any citizen of the City. or the City. may appeal 
to the District Court of the Ct)unty in which said p!'OpC'rty is situated, 
from the .appraisement and award of damages made, within thirty (30) 

days after the date of confirmation thereof; and such appeal is hereby 
declarecl to be the exclush-e ,,·ay by which said appraisement and award 
t·an in any wi~c be revil'\Yc·d, moctifird or anmtlfod. 
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Procedure On Appeal. 

Sec. 152. Said appeal shall be made by servh1g a copy of notice 
of appeal upon the Clerk of the City, stating that the appellant appeals 
to the District Court from said appraisement and award; which notice 
shall contain a description of the proverty so taken, injured or de
stroyed, his interest in said appeal and the objection of the appellant to 
such appraisement and award, and by filing with the Clerk of said Court 
within ten (10) days thereafter said notice of appeal with proof of ser
vice thereof. In case of an appeal it shall be the duty of the City Clerk, 
within ten days after service ttpon him, to prepare and deliver to the 
appellant a copy of the appraisen1e11t roll as confirmed. It shall be 
necf:Ssary to include in said copy only those pages of said roll which 
are pertinent to the property involved in such appeal; whic11 copy shall 
within fifteen (15) days after the taking of such appeal be filed by the 
appellant in the office of the Clerk of the Court to which the appeal fa 
taken. The District Cottrt may, for good cause shown, grant further 
time for filing such certified copies, or may, when necessary, require a 
further return to be made. The cause shall be entered by such Clerk 
in the name of the person taking said appeal. 

Procedure In Court. 

Sec. 153. Such appeal shall be tried by tl1e Court without a jury, at 
a general or special term, without pleading, other than above stated. 
Upon such trial the appellant can make no other objections to said ap
praisement and awatd than those stated in his notice of apveal, but the 
Court may in its cliscretio11 permit such notice to be amended in this 
respect at any time. The Court shal! hear such competent evidence as 
may be offered by either party, and may revise, correct, amend, reduce 
or confirm the appraisement and award appealed from, or may order 
a new appaisement and award to he made a,; to the property concerning 
wl1ich appeal is taken; and in that event shall direct the Commissioners 
how to make $t1ch apprah,emcnt and award so as to avoid till' errors 
complained of. 

The Court shall not di,:;miss the appeal, or ccmfirm or annul the 
appraisement or award on the ground that only a portion of 'the ap-
1,raiscme11t roll has been returned; but either party may introduce the 
whole of said roll in evidence, and the same shall in all cases, whether 
on said appeal or otherwise. and in all Courts, be prima facie evidencl'! 
of the validity of all proceedings up to and in~luding the confirmation 
of thr apprai,cment and award. 

Disb11r$emcnts, but no costs, may in the discretion. of the Court be 
:illo1n•<l upon su.ch appeal, as in other civil cases; but any judgment 
entered therefor again.,t the City shall be a separate judgment and paid 
out of the general fund of the City. Upon the detcnrtination of the ap-
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peal to the District Court either party may appeal to the Supreme Court 
of the State. 

Compensation of Commissioners. 

Sec. 154. Whenever any Commissioners appointed under the pro
visio11s of this Chapter• shall liave confirmed their award, and certified 
and filed with the Clerk st1ch award, and all appeals have been disposed 
of; and they shall have finally completed their work as .such Commis
sioners, the Council shall pay them such reasonable compensation for 
their services as it 111ay deem just. 

Effect of Award, 

Sec. 155, Whenever an riward of damages shall be made and con
.firmed, and not appealed from in any proceeding for the taking of prop• 
erty under this Chapter, or whenever the Court shall render final judg
ment in any appeal hereunder, the rights of all parties in said matter 
shall be finally fixed and d~termined thereby; and the same slrnll con
stitute a lawful and sufficient condemnation and appropriation to p11blk 
t1Re of any property or rights specified in Section 136 of this Chapter, 
for which damages are so awarded, and every right. title and interest 
therein and thereto, and every lien thereon shall be thereby divested 
and the City b,ecome vested with and, entitled to and hecome the owner 
of the property taken and condemned absolt1tely for all purposes, except 
as to lands taken for street, alley or highway purposes, in which the 
City shall only ,icquire an easement for such purposes, And the City 
shall be hound to, aud shall within one year of such final cl'etertnination, 
pay the amount of suc:h award, with lawful interest from the date of 
the final award or confirmatlon thereof or judgment of the Court, as 
the case may be; and if not so paid, judgment therefor may be had 
ag,dnst the City. 

In case there shall he any doubt as to who is entitled to such com
pensation or damages, or any part thereof, the amount so awarded, or 
in doubt, or in dispute, shall be by the Council appropriated and set 
apart in the Treasury for whoever shall establish his tights thereto by 
a proper judicial proceeding and the production of a certified copy 0£ 
the judgment; and in all cases, before payment of any such award, thl' 
owner of such property or the claimant of the award shall furnish i;at
isfactory evidence to the Council of his rights to such award. 

Abandonment. 

Sec. 156. The City of Alexandria may, hy resolution of the Coun
cil, at any time before the confirmation by the Commissioners of their 
award of dan~ages, or in case of an appeal, within twenty (20) days after 
the final · determination thercot, abandon such proceeding,; and shall 
thcrenpon p;iy the cnst thert'0f. 
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Descriptions to be Recorded. 

Sec, 157. Upon the completion of any proceeding under this Chap
ter for the acq11isitio11 of any property by the City, the Council shall 
cause an accurate description of the property so taken to be prepared 
with a statement of the a111011nt of damages, if any, awarded and paid. 
or to be paid, to the fornt'?r ownet' thereof, and cause its Mayor and 
Clerk to aeknowl~dge the same for the City, and cause the same to be 
recorded in the office of the Register of Deeds of the County in which 
such property is situated; and it is hereby made the duty of such Regis
ter of Deeds, upon be1ng pa1d his statutory fees, to record such state
ment in an appropriate book in his office; and such record, or a duly 
certified copy thereof, shall be prima facie evidence that the City of 

Alexandria is the lawful owner of such property. 

Part 2. 

Local Improvements. 

Grant of Powers-Procedure. 

Sec. 158. The City of Alexandria is hereby authorized to fill, exca
vate, grade, level. pave, re-pave, cttrb, wall, bridge, gravel, macadamize, 
sprinkle, plank, sweep or light any street, avenue, alley or l1ighway 
and keep the same in repair; also to fill, excavate, grade, improve, pro
tect and ornament any 1>uhlic park. boulevard or grass plot; also to 
plant and protect shade trees along streets and aventtes; also to con
struct. lay, re-Jay and repair sidewalks, sewers, retaining walls, gutters, 
drains and pipes for surface wate1· and pdvate drains in, over or under 
any street, avenue, lane, alley or highway; also to abate nuisances; also 
to drain low lands within the City when they constitute a nuisance. And 
tlrn expense of such improvements shall be. defrayed as hereinafter pro-

vided in this Chatter. 
Sec. 159. Except as herein otherwise prodded, the prnvisicms of 

Chapter Ten (lO) of this Charter shall apply to contracts mentioned in 

this Chapter in liket 1mll1ner as to other contracts of the City. 

Platts, Profiles and Specifications. 

Sec. 160. WheneYer any public impr0Ye1nent ,;hall be ordered to be 
kt, the Co1111cil shall cm1se a plan or profile of the work proposed. to
gether with the specifications fc,r the doittg of the same to be prepared, 
which shall be deposited with the Clerk and kept by him at all times 
open for the public insp\!ctio11. The Council shall, after the making 
and tiling of said plans, profiles and specifications, cause proposals for 
doing such wot·k to be advertised fo1·. Provided, that this shall not 
apply to street sprinkling, cleaning. building or repairing sidewalks. 
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Right to Suspend Work. 

Sec. 161. The right shall be reserved in said contract to the Engi
neer, with the consent of the Council, in case of improper co11strnctio11, 
to suspend the work at any time, or to oi-der the entire reconstruction 
of the same, if improperly done. 

Estimates. 

Sec, 162, Tri the course of the proper performance of a contract, 
the Cot1ncil may from ti11:1e to time, not oftener than once a month, as 
the work progresses. allow to the contractor e~timatcs of the amounts 
already earned less fifteen (15) per cent thereof; which, when ordered 
by the Council, sliall entitle said contractor to receive the amount so 
allowed out of the money applicable to the payment of such work. When 
the whole work has been completed by such contractor to the satisfac
tion of the Council, the balance clue may be audited and allowed by the 
Council and shall be payable out of the moneys applicable to the pay-
ment of such work. 

Guaranty of Duration. 

Sec. 163. Whenever necessary or aclvisabk· in Ca$e of contracts for 
permanent improvements, such contracts may provide that the City 
shall reserve upon the completion of the work such sum and upon such 
conditions and for such length of time as the specification shall specify 
as a guaranty for the duration of the work performed under the co11~ 
tracts. 

Council to Complete Work. 

Sec. 164. If, in the opinion of the Council. any work under contract 
does not progress each month so as to insure its completion within the 
time named in the contract, the Council shall have power to furnish 
and ttse men and materials to complete tlJe work and charge the ex-

. pense thereof to the contractor; and the same sliall be deducted from 
any money clue or to become due such contractor, or may be collected 
from hiin or the sureties· on his bond in a suit by the City. 

Property Owners May Construct Streets, 

Sec. 165. Property owners shall be allowed to construct streets and 
other public improvements upon, along or through their own property 
at their own -expense in such cases and upon such terms and under such 
regnlations as the Council may prescribe -from time to time by onli-

nance. 
Part 3. · 

Sidewalks. 

Plans and Specifications. 

Sec. ,66, The Council :;hall, by 1·csolution. adopt ancl cause to Jw 
.filed.for inspection in the office of the Clerk. general plans and spetifica-



tions to apply to and govern t11e building, telaying and repairing of all 
sidewalks in the City. 

From time to time in each year the Council shall cause invitations 
for bids to be- published in a legal newspaper, published in this City. 
in the same manner and for the same length of time as is required in 
the case of other public improvements for building, laying and repair
ing all sidewalks that may be ordered by the Council during the calen
dar year, The bids therefor shall be received and opened, contract let 
and bond given in the same manner provided in this Chapter for other 
public improvements. 

Grant ,of Powers, Duties of Owners. 

· Sec. 167. The City $hall have the right to cause to be constructed 
sidewalks along any of the public streets and highways of said City 
that it may deem necessary, and.cause the same to be relaid, repaired 
or removed whe11 nece,,;sary; and it is hereby made the duty of all own
ers of land adjoining any street or highway in the·City to construct, relay, 
repair or remove such sidewalk along the side of the street or highway 
next to the laud of ~uch owners respectively as may have been hereto
fore constructed, or as shall hereafter be constructed, or directed by the 
Council to be built. and the same shall be constructed of such material 
and width and according to the plans and specifications adopted by the 
Council therefor. 

How Ordered. 

Sec. 168. Whenever the Cotrncil sh:ill deem it necessary that any 
sidewalk in the City shall be built or relaid, it shall, by resolution, direct 
sucl1 building or relaying, according to the plans and specifications 
adopted therefor. 

Sa:id resolution shall be published in a legal newspaper, published in 
said city, and the said Clerk shall cause a copy of such resolution to he 
served in the manner in wluch a summons in District Court is required 
to be served, upon all owners of the lands along which the sidewalk is 
to be built. as appeari; by the last assessment list in the office of the 
At1ditor of the County in which said lands are situated, who can b<.' 
found in Douglas County, and also upon all persons occupying said 
lands; and he shall mail, with postage prepaid, a copy of such resolution 
to all non-residents of Douglas County appearing to be interested in 
said lands, to the last known postoffice address of such 11011-residents. 
Proof of the service of such notice shall be made by the affidavit of the 
party serving the same, and shall state the time, place and manner of 
said sen·ice; and if sen-ed by mail, how each notice was add1·essed; and 
such affidavit shall be filed in the office of the Clerk; and unless such 
owners shall, each along his respective land, construct and folly com
plete such sidewalk within thirty days after the publication of surh 
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J-1,'solution, or t11e service thereof upon him as aforesaid, the Council 
shall forthwith proceed lo build or relay the same under contract, as 
hereiubefore provided, itnder the direction of the Street Commissioner, 
wh0 ~!!::-.11 at once file with the Clerk his report of such woi-k. 

VVithin ten days after the filing of said report the Mayor and Clerk, 
acting as commi5sfo11ers tllerefo1·, shal! ascertain the expense of such 
building or relaying and assess and levy such expense upon and against 
each lot and parcel of land upon whi.ch such sidewalk sliall front; and 
in accordance with the provisions herein made. Provided fttrther, that 
in the case of tlie building·of any sidewalk of cement or stone, t111der the 
direction of the CotmcH. and in accordance with the plans, specifications 

· 1md regulations of tire Council therefor, whether built voluntarily by 
the, owner or lessee of such premises or by the City. pursuant to reso
lution of the Council, in case of the refusal or 11eglect of such owner 
to build, the Council shall appropriate from the funds of tl1e City to
wards the payment of the expense 0f building such sidewalk one-third 
of such expense; and ln case of any assessment made pttrstrant to the 
provisions of this Charter ttpon any such piece or parcel of land for the 
expense of such ;;idcwalk, not more than two-thirds of sttch expense shall 
be assessed. Bt1t the expens~ of builcfing any such sidewalk shall not 
he greatei· than the contract price far such building established by con
tract 1)t1rstm11t to the provisions of this Charter. 

Repair of Sidewalks. 

S<.'c. 169. H thr cJw11et· of any lot or parcel of land shall suffer any 
sidewalk along the same to become broken, rotten or out of repair, it 
shall be the duty of the Street Commissioner to cause immediately tlw 
same to be rcpair<.'d in a good, substantial and firm manner and report 
to the Council the cost of such repairs in each case, with a description 
of the tot, piece or parcel of land abutting upon the sidewalk 011 which 
such repairs are made, and such report shall be carefully filed a11d pre
served by the Clerk; and it shall be the dttty of .said Commissioner to 
assess the cost and expense of making such repairs against said lots, 
as above provided. 

T 11 case any such sidewalk shall become so out of repair as to be 
clangcrous and cannot he 11111de ,mfc without being rebuilt, and there 
arc no funds to pay the expense of such rebuilding. it sl1a!I be the duty 
of the Street Commissioner to remove tfae same entirely; and the ex
pense of such removal shall be added to the cost of rebuilding when the 
same shall he rebuilt, and shall be collected with the assessment for 
such tt>btti!ding. 

Notice of Confirmation of Assessment. 

Sec. 170. In the month of September of each year, t!u! Clerk shall 
giY1.' ten days' notice by one publication in a legal 11ewspaper, publisher! 
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in the City, to the effect that at the lime and place thi;rein specified, 
not later than the first. <lay of October following, the assessment for 
sidewalks theretofore made by the said Commissioners will be con
firmed by the Council, unless sufficient cause be shown to the contrary, 
and that objections to any particulat· assessment must be filed with the 
Clerk one day before the day specified in said notice. 

At the time and place specified, said Commissioners shall meet and 
proceed to the hearing thereof and shall have the same power to revise. 
correct, confirm or set aside such · assessments or to proceed de novo, 
as Commissioners have in case of other assessments under this Charter; 
and ,aid assessment when confirmed shall be final and co11clusive i111less 
appealed from. Tl1e Commissioners slmll combine said assessments in 
one assessment roll and, together with all affidavits of publication and 
proofs of service of notice connected therewith, be duly certified by the 
Commissioners and filed with the City Clerk and entered by him in a 
book kept for that pm·pose, The Clerk shall, under the direction of the 
Council, and on or beforr~ the tenth clay of October certify the assess
ment,; to the Attditor of Douglas County. to be collected in the same 
manner as othei- assessments. The Auditor of said County shall ar 
once extend said assessments for collection against the several parcels 
of property certified to him upon the proper hooks in his office. A11y 
st1ch assess111ents which shall not have been paid on or before the first 
day of January following the return thereof, shall thereafter be payable 
to the County Treasmcr, as other taxes and assessm'ents are payable, 
and shall become delinquent and be subject to a like penalty as State 
and County taxes: and said County Treasurer shall make settlement with 
the City Treasurer for all collections made by him 011 account thereof 
in the same manner as for other taxes levied i11 the City. 

Said /\5Scssments shall bear interest at the legal rate from the date 
of the filing of t11e same with the Clerk. 

Collection of Assessments. 

Sec-. 171. The City Clerk :-<hall recei\'e .payment of all such a~scss
ments up to 1mcl includiug tlw 31::;t day of December following. When 
any such assessment is paid to the City Clerk, he shall give receipt 
therefor, and he shall thereupon mark upon his roll opposite the appro-
pl'iate parcel of land "paid on the ...• , ..•... day of ............. , ;" and 
on the first day of January following, the Clerk shall certffy to the Aud
itor of Douglas County all payments made on account of such assess
ments, and said Auditot :;hall mark on his book opposite the appropriate 
parcel of Janel therein in~cl'ihcd the word "paid." 

Appe~l. 

Sec. 1?2. Any per~on interested in any property assessed under this 
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Chapter, for the building, relaying or repairing of sidewalks, or any 
citizen of the City, or the City, may appeal from such assessment to the 
District Court of Douglas County within thirty (30) days after the con
firmation thereof; and such appeal is hereby declared to be the exclusive 
way in which said assessment can in any wise be reviewed, modified or 
annulled. All appeals that shall be taken from such assessments shall 
be governed by and proceeded with in accordance with the provisions 
for appeals in other matters hereinbefore in this Chapter made, so far 

as tl,e same may be applicable. 

Part 4. 

Sprinkling. 

Powers. 

Sec, 173. The Cottncil shall have power throughout the City, or in 
such districts as it shall design1te. to sprinlde the streets, highways and 
public places of said City. and to assess the whole or any part of the 

cost of the sairte upon adjrtcent property. 

Petition for Same. 

Sec. 174. vVhenc, er a majority of the property e>wners represent
ing at least fifty per cent of the frontage of the abutting real property 
to be assessed, shall petition the Council to have any street, highway 
or public place or any portion then•of in said City sprinkled, and to have 
the cost thcreof,.or such portion of ~uch cost as shall not be a charge 
i.tpon the City at large, assessed against such abutting property, the 
Council shall proce.id to consider. investigate, and act upon the said 
r,<:tition and decide whether such sprinkling is necessary and proper. 
The Council shall give ten (10) days' notice hy one publication in a legal 
newspaper, published in this City, that sucll petition has heen presented 
and that at a time and place therein stated, will be considered, and that. 
all persons interested may then and there he heard If upon such hear
ing the Council shall determine that the sprinkling is necessary and 
proper, it shall declare ·the -;ame, by resolution, and proceed to cause 
the work to be done by contract for the calendar year, under the pro
visio11s of Chapt1:r Ten of this Charter, and such regulations as the 

Council may establish therefor. 
The :\!ayor and Clerk. acting as. Commissioners for that purpose, 

shall as,;ess the cost thereof by an equal rate per front foot of the par
cels of land abutting upon the street or highway sprinkled. withhi ten 
days after the letting of s::iid contract; and said Commissioners shall 
confirm their assessment at the time and in the sam,; manner required in 
Sections 170, 171, 172. of this Chapter, and all the provisions of said 
Sections shall, so far as applicable, apply to and govern the acts ancl 
proccerlings of tl1e Commissioners under this Section, and all the pro-
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visiotis of said Sections of this Chapter relating to the assessment and 
collection of assessments, shall apply to and govern the acts and proceed
ings of the officers relating to the collecting of the assessment herein 
provided for. The levy above provided shall be made annually until the 
Council shall re::eive a petition signed by the owners of more than 
fifty (50) per cent of the frontage of the property to be assessed, re
questing that said improvement be discontinued; and the Co11ncil shall 
thereupon consider said petition and if it shall determine that it is ad
visable and proper to discontinue the same, it shall make an order to 
that effect. 

Sec. 175. The Commissioners mentioned in Parts 3 and 4 of this 
Chapter shall serYe without compensation. 

CHAPTER 13. 

Actions and Evidence. 

Limitations of Actions-Notice to City. 

Sec. 176. No action shall be maintained again~t the City on account 
of injuries received in any manner whatever to persons or property by 
means of any defect in the condition of any bridge, street, sidewalk or 
thoroughfare, unless such action be commenced within six months from 
the receiving or happening of the injury, nor unless notice shall liave 
been given in writing to the Mayor or the Clerk within thirty (30) days 
after the receiving or occurrence of said injury, stating the time when 
and the place where the same was received or suffered, and t11at the per
son injured will claim damages 0£ the City for such injury; but the 
notice shall not be required when the person injured shall, in conse
quence thereof, be bereft of reason. 

Adverse Possession, 

Sec. 177. No right, title, estate or ca~emcnt of the City in or to 
any property shall he Jost·· by any adverse possession or occupancy; 
and no stattttc of limitation shall run or operate as against the City in 
favor of any person or persons occupying any of the public or platted 
streets or public or platted grounds, parks. parkways or boulevards of 
the City, whether any such streets or grounds or any such property 
.sha11 be improved or not. 

Obstructions, Etc., in Streets. 

~cc. 178. Tf nny pcn,on or company shall place 01· leave any ob
struction or make any excayafion or opening, or cause any defect in any 
street, road, alley, ptthlic grounds in the City, or leave any obstruction, 
.excavation or opening or defect unguarded or without proper protection, 
such person or company shall be liable to any person injured in person 
11r property without his fault and because of any suc11 obstruction, ex-
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cavation, opening or defect. And in case any judgment sh;;,ll be re
covered in any action against the City for any injury caused by such 
obstruction, excavation, opening· or defect, the City shall have the right 
to recover the amount of any such jttdgment; from the person or com
pany placing or leaving such obstruction, making such excavation or 

opening or cattsing· such defect. 
Process Against the City. 

Sec. 179. Service of summons. process or notice in any action or 
proceeding against the City may be had by leaving a copy thereof with 

the Mayor or Clerk. 
Disqualifications. 

Sec. 180. No Judge, Justice of the Peace, or Juror shall be incom
petent or disqtmlified to act as sttch by reason of his being an inhabitant 
or taxp~yer of the City, in any action or proceeding in which the City 

shall be a party in interest, 
Security, Appeal. 

Sec. 181. The City shall 1,ot be required in taking an appeal or in 
suing out any writ or process in or about any action or proceeding to 
enter into any bond or undertaking or to give any security whatever. 
Any stay allowed by law or ordered by the Court in favor of the City 
shall take effect without the giving of any such bond or security. 

Judgment Against the City. 

Sec. 182. \Vlienever any final judgment shall be rendered against 
the City said judgment shall be paid or enforced in the manner provided 
by the General Laws of the State for the payment and enforcement of-

judgments against cities. Warrants. 

Sec. 183. In all prosecntion,; ior the violation of the prov1s1011,; of 

this Charter or the ordinances of the City the first process shall be by 
warrant, which shall run in the name of the City of Alexandria; provid
ed that no warrant shall be nece~sary in the case of .an anest of any 
person while in the act of violating any provision of this Charter or 
ordinance of the City; and the person or persons so arrested shall be 
prnceeded against, bound over, tried, convicted and punished or dis
charged it1 the same manner as if the arrest had been made by warrant. 

Affidavits of Publication. 0 

Sec. 184. Im111ediat<.>ly after the pnblication of any notice, ordi
nance. resolution or proceedi11g of the Council, or of any other matter 
which is required to be published by any provision of this Charter, the 
proprietor of the paper in which the same was published shall file with 
the ~lerk a copy of such pttbltc:atmn, tog<.>ther with an affidavit of the 
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publication of same, a11d such affidavit shall be prima facie evidence of 
the publication; no account or claim for any publication whatever shall 
be allowed or adjusted, or warrant isstied · by the Council until such af
fidavit shall have been filed with the Clerk, and until the Clerk shall 
have certified the fact to the Council. 

Verification of Claim. 

Sec. 185, Before any account, claim or demand against the City 
for any services, property or material, for which the City shall be liable, 
shall be audited or allowed by auy board, person or persons authorized 

· by this Charter to audit or allow the same, the person in whose favor 
such claim shall be or his agent having personal knowledge of the facts 
shall reduce the same to writing in items and shall verify the same as 
claims are required to he verified by Section 438 of Revised Laws, 1905; 
provided· that the provisions of this Section shall not apply to any claim 
or demand for the salary of any City official or regular employe tmdcr 
any department of the City or for any claim or demand of any con
tractor under any contract by him secured by bond to the City. as pro
vided in this Charter, or to claims paid by the Library Board, or Board 
of Public Works. 

Penalties. 

Sec. 186. Any member of any board or any person or persons au
thorized by this Charter to audit or allow any account, claim or demand 
against the Chy or any department thereof, who shall audit or allow 
any such account, claim or demand which does not conform to the re
quirements of the preceding Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and shall be punished by a line of not less than twenty-five (25) dollars 
nor more that1 one hundred (10(1) dollars, or by imprisonment in the 
county jail for a periCld of n01 less than fifteen days nor more than 
three mo11ths. 

CHAPTER 14, 

Franchises. 

Ordinances Granting Franchise. 

Sec. 187. E\'t'ry ordinance by which the Council shall propose to 

grnnt any franchise shall contain all the terms and conditions of the 
frnnchise to he granted, and it shall be a fcatt1r<' of every franchise so 
granted that the maximum price for the service or charge shall be stat• 
eel in the grant thereof; and before any such ordinance granting ex
clusive franchise or privilege shall be in force, it shall be submitted to 
the qualified voters of the City at some general or special election m the 
manner that other ordinances are $t1b111itted under the provisions of 
Scc:tion 58 of the Charter. 



Regulation of Rates. 

Sec, 188. The City shall have power to regulate. and control the 
maximum rate to be charged by ,my corporation or person exercising 
a:iy franchise in the City for the service l'endered by it to the City; but 
such price shall be fair and reasonable to such corporation or person 
and to the public. The manner in which sttch rate shall be regulated 
shall be fixed by the Council by ordinance and the Council shall have 
the right and is hereby authorized to pre!>cribe by ordinance for the ·ap
poi11tme1tt of Commhsioners to fully investigate and hear and deter
mine all questions with 1·efcrence to rates to be charged by any such 
corporation or person; and the Council may further provide by or- · 
dinance that every person or corporation exercising any franchise in the 
City shall pay a gross earnings tax and provide the amount thereof and 

the method of its collection. 

Reports. 

Sec. 189. Every corporation or person exercising any franchise or 
privilege wholly or chiefly within the City of Alexandria, or having its 
or his principal place of business within the city, shall file annually on 
the first Monday in Febtuary in the office of the City Clerk a stateme11t 
subscribed and sworn to by some officer of such corporation or person 
who knows the facts. setting forth in detail for the preceding calendar 
year the then actual cost of the plant or business operated by such cor· 
poration or person, the actual incumbrance, debts and obligations there· 
on, if any, the amount of stock isstted and to whom, the gross earnings, 
the expenses ancl. the net income, and the amount of stock of any such 
corporation. Said statcw:ent shall be open to public inspection; and if 

the owner of any such franchise refuses or 11eglects to file such report 
as herein provided the Council may proceed by ordinance to cancel and 

revoke such franchise. 
CHAPTER 15. 

Miscellaneous Provisions. 

Additional Duties, 

Sec. 190. The Council may al any time require other and further 
duties to he performed by any (1fficer whol'e duties are prescribed in this 
Charter; pl'ovided that such other and farther duties are not inconsistent 

with this Charter. 
Public Improvements. 

Sec. 191. When the Council shall determine to make any public 
improvement which it has authority to make ttnder this Charter, and no 
specific procedure is in this Charter provided therefor, the Council may 
pl'Occed· to condemn property ;rnd to award damages, according to any 
method or procecl11re prescribed in this Charter and applicable thereto. 

,. 
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Inspection of Books, 

Sec. 192. All records. books &nd papers pertaining to the busine,;s 
of the City or any dcpartntent thereof shall be public and open to th.: 
inspection of any citizen of the City at all reasonable times and places 

Jail Fees. 

Sec. 193. The City of Alexandria shall not be liable 111 any case for 
tl1e board or jail fees of any person who may be' committed by any of· 
ticcr or magistrate nf the City to the jail of Douglas County under the 
State Laws. Expenses for Improvements, How Paid. 

Sec. 194. That t1ie expense of opening, building, grading, paving or 
i-qiairing streets and cros, walks, and all local impro,·ements, as well 
as general public imprcwements, shall be a public charge and payable 
out of the general fund, e:-_cept a,; hereinbefore in tl1is Charter provided. 

To Hon. Andrew Jacobson, 

President of the Village of Alexandria: 
"'0lc, the undcri;ignecl, appointed on the 9th day of January, 1908, 

by the Honorable, the Di~trict Court of the St.itc of :\linnesot11. 111 and 
for the Comity of Douglas, as a commission to ch'.aft a prnpm;cd Charter 
for a City. to succet'd the present Village of .\lexan<lria, pursuant to 

Section 36, Article 4, of th,· Constitution of the State of \\linnesota, aml 
Chaptc1· 9 of Reyiscd J.aws, 19051 an<l amc11d111e11t;:. thereto, do hereby 
respectfolly subinit and return to you the foregoing clraft of a proposed 

Charkr for said city. 
Dated thb 8th of June, 19D8. 

C. J, GUNDERSON, 
GEO. G. S. CAMPBELL. 
H. A. LE ROY, 
G A. KORTSCH, 

N. P. WARD. 
J. B. COWING, 
:\I. KRAirnER, 

C. J. 

a3g, 

A. G. SEXTON, 
Wl\l. VAN DYKE, 
MATT HABERER. 
G. B. WARD, 
CONSTANT LARSON, 
CARL V. ANDERSON, 
ANDRE\\! PETERSO~. 

CAH.LQUTST, 


