
STATE CF 1,INHE:S0TA, ) 
) 

O 01 nt 1r of St .Lo1..1is. )ss 
< ) 

City of' Virginia ) 

I, Andrew Hawl~inson, liayor of' the Oity o:r 

Virginia, St. Louis County, Minnesota, do hereby cer

tify that the foregoing proposed charter was, on this 

20th day of' February, 1909, returned to me, as Mayor 

of the Oity of Virginia, by the Charter Commis8'ion, 

duly appointed under a.uthority of Section 36., of' Arti= 

cJ e IV of' the Oonsti tut ion of the State of Minnesota, 

e.nd REYvisec1 Laws, 1905 of Minnesota., as amended, to be 

submitted to the voters of the City of' Virginia, accord

ing to law. 

Witness my hand this 20th day of' February, 

, A. D. 1909., 

Mayor, City of' Vir~inia. 



" 

Council Ohamber, 

Vlx-gl11.ia, I,1iri.n., April 20:, 1909" 

Resolution No. 62, 1000 .. 

Resolution calling for a sneical election to vote on tho new 
charter .. 

By Alderman Boylan. 
Resolved, by the city council of' the city of Vire;inia, 

That whereas the charter commission has delivered a draft of the 
proposed Home Rule Charter to the honorable mayo1, and city 
council; and 

Whereas, said charter commission has reo0Mr.1ended that said 
proposed charter be submitted to the vote of the people in and 
for the city of Virginia, at a special election to bo held in 
the city of' Virgini~. 

Be it resolved, by the city council, that a special elec
tion be held i1'1 the city of Virginia on Tuesday, the lBt day 
of June, 1909 1 to voto on the proposed Homo Rulo Oha,rter for 
the oity 0£ Vi~ginia: and 

Resolved further,. that the city clerk be and hereby is 
instructed to cause notices o~ said special oleotion to be 
published once in each of the following newapapern;, to-wit: 
The- Virginian and the Yireinia Enterprise, neivspapers published 
in the city of Virginia, and also to post notices of said 
election in three public places i11. each ward i11 the city of 
Virginia, which said notices shall state the purpose and object 
for which, and the place in which said election will be held. 

Moved by Alde1 .. r.1an Elmquist, oupported by Alderman l,fottaon, 
that above resolution be adopted. 

Ayes: Alderman Elmquist, Boylan, McNeil, 1!attso11, J.'Ir .. 
President-.-5 .. 

Mayes: Tirone. 

Adopted April 80, 1909. 

A. G. OSBORN. 
P.r0siJ.e11t of the City Council. 

Approved Anril 27th, 1209. 
A. HA\'lI'::INSO?T. 

:r.:ayor, 

ALBER'.:: E. BICitFORD. 
Oi ty Clerk. 

Presented to the mayor April 27, 1909. 

Returned by the mayor ... 1.pr:11 27, 1009., 

(Seal) 



Coun,'J il Char1b0r 11 

Virginia, Minn. Apri.1 PO, 1909 

Resolutlon no. 63, 1909,, 

Resolutlo11 appointing juclgos. and designating pollinr- places 
of speical election on the Home Rule.Charter in the city of.' 
Virginia on the 1st day of June, 1009. 

By Alderman Uattson. 
Resolved, by the city council of' the oi ty of Yirr-inia, 

That the pla.oes of' holding election and the judgon :for the same 
Which shall be f'Ol" the special election on tho Hone Rule Char
ter in said City on the 1st day of June, 1909 1 are and the sa~e 
shall be as follows: 

JUDGES OF ELECTIOlr It?m PLACES OF '8LEOTIOM: 
Fi:t"st Ward. 

Judges-... J., H. Fleming, Benning Erickson, Fred Engel. 
Polling Place--Firo Hall no. 1 .• 

Second Ward.o 
Judges--John Ketola, s. Milavetz, E. E. Burley. 
Polling Plaoe--Fipnish Tempera.nee hall .. 

. Third Ward. 
Judges-- w. E. Hannaford, D .. E. Oup:pernull, P. o. HansonA 
Polling Place-- Oity olerkts office. 

Fourth Ward. 
Judges--W. R. By~ne, Andy Olson, David Jackson. 
Polling Plaoe---No:rthern Hotel. 

Resolved further I that the oi ty clerk be and is heroby in
structed and directed to make arrangements and do all things 
that are necessary for the holding o:f' the special election on 
the Home Rule Charter, which comes under his supervision and 
charge, and to guide himself according to the general election 
laws of the state .of Minnesota. in such oases :made and prm.rided ... 

Moved by Alder~an McNeil, supported by Alderman Boylan, 
that above r·esolution be adopted. 

Ayes--Alderman Elmquist, Boyla,n, McBail, Mattson, r..rr. 
President-... 5. 

Nayee-- None. 

Adopted April 20, 1909. 
A. C. 0SB0R11. 

President of t11e Oi ty Council 

Approved April 27, 1909. 

Attest: 

Presented to t.he mayor April 27, 1909. 

Returned by the mayor April 27, 1909. 

(Seal) 

A. HAWKD!SO:tlJ. 
M.a.yor. 

ALBERr E. BICKFORD. 
City Olerk. 



NOTICE OF 

S PE O I AL E LE O T I O N~ 

VIRGINIA; MINNESOTA~ 

liotice is hr:::.ireby given to the vot0rs of the ei ty of Vir
ginia, St .Louis Ooun·ty, 1-1innesota., that a special election 
will be hald in the oity of Virginia on Tuesday, June 1st, 
1909, for the pur•poae of voting on the "Pro"9osed HoMe Rule 
Ohart.e:i:~" for the city of Virginia., St.Louis County, Minn
esota. 

ELBOTION PRECINCTS. 

The voting precinct e o:r each of' the :f'our wards of' the 
said city will be opened f:rom seven {7} o'clock A~ t:r.. to 
six (6) o•olock P. M. on the said election day and the 
polling_ places aro as follows., 

First ward-..., ... Fire Hall No. One (l). 

Second ward--.... Jilinnish Temperance Hall. 

Third ward•---Oity Olerkts office; City Hall. 

Fourth ward-~Northern Hotel. 

FORM OF BALLOT. 

The fo~m of' the ballot at said election shall be as 
follov;s, to-wit: "Shall the proposed Home Rule Charter 
be adopted?". 

YES --~---
NO -----

City Clerk's Office, Vil"'ginia, :1Iinnesota, May 4th, 1909. 

ALBERT E. BICKFORD. 
Oity Oler>k. 

( Corpo1:•ate Seal) 



,. . ..., 

~~~, 

Oouncil Chamber. 
City of Virginin..,r.iinn. June 1, 1909. 

Resolution No. 101, 1009. 

Resolution certifying results or special election on the 
adoption of the proposed Rome Rule Charter hel~ June .l, 1000G 

By Alderman Smith. 
Resolved, By the City Council of the City of Virginia, 

That said council having this day a~amined and canvassed the 
regis•t.ers and returns of the special election on the adoption 
o~ the ttproposed lfom.e Rule Charter" ror the city of Virginia, 
as filed with the city clerk, which election was held in the 
citY' of Virginia, st.Louis county, Minnesota, on Tuesday, June 
1, 1909-, do hereby certify to the results of said election 
to be as follows: 

Total :number of votes cast to be 393, aa follows·:'' Yes
11 

256; tt No" 138. 
Resolved :f'urther, That the proposed Home .Rule Charter was 

adopted by four~sevenths (4/7) 0£ those 1awfully votin~. 

Moved by Alderman Boylan, supported. by Alderman 1:cNeil, 
ths,t above ;resolution be s.doptedjr . 

Ayeat--Alderman Boylan, Elmquist,, Smit,h, MotTeil, Mattson, 
Mr. President--0, 

Nayes-- None. 

Adopted June J., 1909. 

A., O. OSBORN. 
President of' the City Council. 

Approved June 8 1 1909. 
A,. HAWKU'.l'SOl'T. 

Mayor. 

Attest: ALBERT E. BIOF'...FORD. 
City Clerk. 

P~esented to the mayor JmJe 8,1909. 

Returned by the mayor June 8, 1909. 

{Seal) 



Attest. 

ST.ATE OF MINNESOTA) 
COUNTY OF ST.LOUIS)ss. 
CITY 0Ii1 VIRGINIA. ) 

I, Andrew Hawkinson, Mayor of the City of' 

Virginia, St. Louis Oounty, Minnesota, do hereby certify 

that the annexed and foregoing pnvposed charter of the 

Oity of Virginia, on the 20th day of February, A.D. 1909, 

was returned to me as Mayor of the City of Virginia, by 

the Charter Commission duly appointed by the Judges of 

the District Oourt for the Eleventh Judicial District, and 

Ste,te of Minnesota, under authority of Section 36, Article 

1¥, of the Constitution of the State of Minnesota snd the 

Revised Laws of Minnesota for 1905, and Amendments thereof: 

and said proposed charter was, as by law provided, duly sub

mitted to the qualified voters of the said City of Virginia 

at the next election thereof which was a special election 

held on Tuesday, June lat, 1909, and was duly ratified by 

four-sevenths of the quafuified voters voting thereat. 

And I further certify that the foregoiigand 

annexed presentation of the charter by the Charter Oo:mmission, 

as well as the foregoing order of the Court appointing said 

Oharter Commission and the said charter, are, each and every, 

respectively, :br-qe ~d c9rrect '°opies of the or}gina,1 draft 

of' the same deposited and on file in the of'fice·of the Oity 

Clerk of the said City of Virginiao 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have signed this 
'i>,i.. 

certificate and caused "-to be authenticated 

seal of the City of Virginia, in duplicate 

day of June, A. D. 1909. 

by the corporate 

this~ /S _.,. 
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CHARTER OF THE 

CITY OF VIRGINIA 

CHAPTER 1. 

NAME, POWERS AND BOUNDARIES. 
SECTION 1. NAl\IE AND l)OvVERS. All that territory of 

the county of St. Louis and State of. :Minnesota contained within 
th·e limits anrl bonnllaries hereinafter described, and all tl1e people 
now inhabiiing, ancl all t110se who shall lwreafter inhabit the said 
i0rritory Bhall be a city uncl ,:l1all fcmn o mnnici1)al corporation by 
flie name of the (•City of Yirginfa," and by that name shall sue and 
he succl, complain awl defenrl in any court, make and use a common 
seal anc1 alter at .its 11leasur0, and. take, hold, purchase, lease and 
convey such real and 1wrsonal or mixerl estate as the purposes of the 
rorporation may requirl', ·within or without the limits afm::csaid; shall 
be capable of contracting or being contracted with, and in addition 
to the powers hereinbefore rmuneratecl, shall also J)OSSCES the powers 
hereinafter E-perifically granh!d; nncl in addition thereto, shall have 
snch powers pasf':e,;sed hy 1\funlcipal corporations ·at common law as 
are 11ot in conflict foercwith or with the Revisecl Laws of Minnesota, 
1905, the amenclmcnts tl1Ei1•elo ancl the aut11oritie'> thereof, and shall 

have perpehrnl succei:sion. 
SECTION 2. BOUNDARIES. 'l'he territory aforesaid con-

Btitutinp: th0 City of Yirp:inia. and the 1<aic1 limits und bo-nnclaries 
thereof shall be as iollo,vs: 'l'he We:rt hnH of Section Five ( 5), the 
West half: of Section EigM: (8), ancl all of Sections Six (6). Seven 
('r), Sixteen (16). Scvcmicm (17), Eighteen (18), Ninetc>rn (19), 
Twenty (20) ancl Twcnty-onc- (21) all in lownsliip Fifty-eight ( 58) 
Xorth of R,rnge Seventeen (17) Wt•st of the :&'omth Principal l\forid-

fan. 
HFJQfrION ~- WARDR. '1'1111 City of Virginia shall he ancl 

hrrl'liy fo r1iviclec1 into six wnrdA to ho caller1 the first, secoml, third, 
f•mrtli, fift11 ancl sixth wm·ch, respectively, limitecl and bonncled as 

follows: 

.·, 
fr..': ·_:~ '. 
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The First War~ shall comprise a11 that pa1·t of the City lying 
north of the center line o:1: Chestnut Street and west of the center 
line of Wyoming Avenue, said center lines each being extem1ed to the 
City Limits, 

The Second Ward of the City shall comprise all that part of said 
City lying north of the center line of Chestnut Street and east of the 
center line of Wyoming Avenue, eacl\ said center lines being extended 
to the City · Limits. 

The Third Ward of the City shall comp1·ise all that part of saicl 
City bounded by the center line of Chestnut Street on the north, the 
City Limits on the east, the center line of Hemlock Street on the 
south, and the center line of Wyoming Avenue on the west. 

The Fourth Ward of the City s1rnll compriee that portion of 
said City, bounded by the center line of Chestnut Street on the north, 
the center line of Wyoming Avenue on the east, the center. line of 
He:tnlock Street on the south and the center line of Central A venue on 
the west. 

The Fifth Ward of tl1e City shall comprise that portion of said 
City boundetl by ibe City Limits on tbe west, the center line of Cen
tral A venue on the east, the center line of Chestnut Street extended 
to -Um City Limits, on the north, a~d the center line of Hemlock Street 
extended to the City Limits, on the south. 

The Sixth Ward -of the City shall comprise all that portion of said 
City lying, south of the center line. of Hemlock Street, saic1 center line 
b('ing extended east anc1 west to the Citv Limits. 

Provided, tl1at after the organization df ~aid City under this char
ter; the Council may :from time to time by vote of· two-thiras of the 
members-elect thereof, by"resolution or ordinance make such re-divi
sion of the City into wards as may be required by the public interest, 
but no ward shall be created t1mt slrnll contain :fe;er than one 1rnndred 
twen:J•:five legal voters; provided, further, that when for t-wo successive 
elections the .number of votes cast in a ward shall exceecl three hun
dred, _the~ said council shall divide such ward, or make such re-division 
of smd city into wards, tl1at each ward will contajn not more thnn 
three hunc1rec1 voter~ providecl t1 t · · • · · 11 b 

"'' .1 rn m any snch re-c(ly1s.10n it sha e 
the. duty. of the council to provide for an· equal population as near as 
may be, m each ward. i 

.. SECTION 4. ADDITIONAL TERRI~'ORv Any additional 
terr1tor •1 • h b · ,.1. • • ' 

the · cifr '~:~nc;a:tt e annexed to the City shall be immediately, by 
hettt suil tl ' '. ached to the ward or wards adjacent so as to 

~ ie convemence of the inhabitants a£ such annexed territory. 
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SEC'l1ION 5. DETACHING TERRITORY. Any territo-i;y 
now or hereafter included in the City of Virginia, may become de
tached therefrom upon the question of such detachment being submit
ted to a vote of the whole of such City at :my general City election, 
and i£ two-thirds or those lawfolly voting upon such question shall 
yote in :favor of detachment, it shall be considered adopted. The City 
council shall submit the same to a vote oi the people aiter a petition 
shall have been filed with the City Clerk, signed by a majority of th.e 
legal voters residing in such territory, or upon the order of the City 
Council without such petition, and the 1:ame shall be submitted and 
voted upon throughout the whole city and tl1e retnrns . of the votes 
canvassecl in the same manner as other votes at a city election · are 
c-nnvassec1 here1mcler. 

SECTION G. SUCCESSION. "When this clrn1·ter takes effect 
ihe City oi Virginia shall be vested with all 1·ights, :franchises and 
immunities formerly vested in i;,airl City of Yirginia, except as herein 
otherwise specially provider.1, an<l. all ordinances, resolutions and by
laws in force at the tinle of the ndoption of this charter and not in 
conflict with its pl'ovisions shall continue in force until duly alterecl 
or repealed; all property an<l. property rigl1ts antl interest, of every 
kind aml nature, formerly vested in City of Virginia, shall, when this 
charter takes effect, be and heC'ome vesfocl in aml he possessed by the 
City of Virginia, under this charter. C 

CHAPTER 2. 

CITY ELECTIONS. 
SEC'rION 7. DA'11E OF ELECTION. The first city election 

under this charter shall be held on the first ·1'uesda,y after the first lVIon
dny of February, 1910, and the regular city election shall be held on 
the first 'ruesclay after the first l\Ionday of February of each even
numbered year thereafter. 

SEC'l'ION 8. BALLO'rs. A.t each election of city officera un
der this charter there shall be a bnJlot known as the "official Virginia 
ballot," which shall be printed ancl distributed as hereinafter proviclec1. 

SECTION !J. CON'I'ENTS OP BALLOTS. At least :fifteen 
c1nys before the regular city election, any person eligible, and desfrous 
of having hiR name placcc1 upon snch offfofal ballot as a canc1ic1ate for 
ony office, shall Jile his affidavit with the City Clerk stating his resi
dence, that he is a quilled ,oter of the city, the office for which he 
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desires to be candidate, and shall pay to the City Clerk a :filing fee o:f 
fivedollars. Immediafoly after the last day £or filing, and at least 
ten days before such election, t1ie City Clerk shall have printed a suffi
cient n1l;Jllber of bollots, varied as may be necessary for the several 
wards. On such ballot:i shall appear the names of no persons except 
those who have duly fiktl and paid t11e fee as herein provided for. 
Each ballot shall be not less than four or more than six inches wide 
and sh~l be printed on white paper, headed by the wor<ls "Official 
Virginia Ballot," The names of candidates shall be gl'ouped :for each 
official position. 'Whenever two or more persons are candidates fo:r tlu, 
same o:ffice, the names of all · candidates for such office shall be so 
altel'llated on the ballots usea in each eleGi-ion district that they shall 
appear thereon substantia.Hy an equal nun1ber · of times at the top, at 
the bottom, and each intermediate place, if any, of the list or group in 
w~ch. they belong .. All officers charged with the preparation and clib~ 
i:r1button of such _ballots shall cause the printer's .forms to be so trans
rosed and the blocks of ballots to be so made up as to carry out the 
m~ent hereof. . No name of a political party or organization shall be 
Jmnted after the name -0f any candidate or at any other place on said 
ballot. 

SECTION 10: BALLOTS, NA.tlfES HOW PRIN"rED. The 
n_ame of eaqh candidate a11u the office to be filled shall be printed at 
right angles with th_e length of the ballot, in plain Roman type not 
la~gef tha~ long. Primer or smaller than Brevier; the 1rnrne of earh 
candidate . m _capita: letters preceeded oii the same line by the title 
o_£ the _office m capitals and small letters. At the right of autl on a 
hne with such names, near tha margin, there shall be a space so 
e~clo~ed by_ rule work as to make a square-tbrce-cightlis 01 an inch in 
su:e m wluch the voter ma.y designate his cl1-0icc/bv the mal'k (X). 
1~bove a:i;id below each name shaU be printed. across \1Hl ballot a light 
lu~e, except foat above and below each office a heavier line slrnll be so 
1mnted .. At right angles with such lines anu at the rirrlit of the small 
squ:res shall be printed opposite each o:liice the words o"vote for one," 
or 'vote :for two " or more " 1· · ' , uccoi:t mg to the numhcr to be elected. 

SECTION 11· . NU:M:BER OF BALLOTS. At least 100 o:f said 
ballots shall_ be prov1decl by the City Clerk for each pollilw place for 
~very 75 voter& there registered at the preceding election. bH for any 
known reason a crreater muube • 1 , · • 1 
b U t l 11 b f 

e , ,. r may le neec1ec1, ~nrfficlC'nt arld1tiona 
a o s s 1a e ·lumMed. 

11
. SECTlION 12. DISTRIBUTION. The eleclion officers at each 

po mg p ace shall hand to each voter, before h~ enters the voting 
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both, one 0£ said official ballots. The ballots hereinbefore mentionecl 
shall be in addition to any ballots that may be otherwise provided for 
!Jy State La.w. 

. SECTION 13. OFFENSE, PENAL'l'Y. Any person who shall 
prepare, print, dishibute or 11se :fo1· or at, or which shall be used for 
or at, any election of city o.fficers, any paper or ballot similar to said 
ballots in color and wording, or anangement or style of type, shall be 
subject to a fine o:f not less than. twenty-five ($25. 00) or more than 
ninety-:five dollars ($95. 00), or imprisonment in the city or county 
jail for not more than eighty-five (85) days, the penalty to be imposed 
on the conviction of offender in the municipal court in the City of 
Virginia. It shall be the duty of the City Attorney and the Judge of 
the municipal court of the city o:1: Virginia to act promptly in all 
proceedings institutecl under this section and to bring the same to a 
speedy hearing or termination, and to rencler judgment and direct 
c,xecution therein without delay. 

SECTION 14. WHA'l' SHALL OONSTITUTE AN ELEO
'l'ION. The returns shall be made to the clerk and within one week 
nftcr any election under this charter, the council shall meet and can
vnss the returns t1rnreof ancl declare the resnlt, as appears from such 
returns, ancl tl10 clerk shall :forthwith give notice, in writing, to the 
officers elected to their respective elections. A plurality of votes for 
c.lcctive officers shall constitute an election, when two or more persons 
shall r~ceive an equal number of votes for the same office, the election 
shall be cleterminetl by the castin_g of lots, in the presence o:f the 
cm.mcil, at such time and place and in such manner as it may direct. 

SEC'l'ION 15. ELECTION LAWS. All general laws of the 
state or :Minnesota relating to elections, and all :rreliminaries theteto; 
i,hall, as far as applicable, apply to and govern all elections under this 
charter, whether general or special, aml are hereby adopted as a. part 
of this charter the same as if herein specifically re-enacted, exceft as . 
betein otherwise expressly provided and by this charter mocl1fied; 
Provided, that the ''Primary Election Law" for nominating candidates 
fol' city offices, shall not apply to tbis city. 

SEC'l'ION 16. SPECIAL ELEC'l'IONS. Special elections for 
any purpose shall . be held and concluctecl by the officers appointecl in 
aecordance with tl1e preceding sections in the same manner, and the 
re:turns thereof shall be made in the same form and manner as general 
and biennial elections, and within such thne as may be prescribed by 

resolution. 
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CHAPTER 3. 

OFFICERS.:..::..GENERAL PROVISIONS. 
SECTION 17. EFFECT OF OIIA.RTER. From and a£ter the 

time this charter shall go into effect the various officers of the .City of 
Virginia, whether then in office or subsequently elected or appointed, 
shall be vested with such 'Powers and functions, and with such. powers 
and functions. only, as are specified and granted in this charter as to 

their respective offices. 
SECTION 18. REPORTS. Every elective and appointive offi~ 

cer (exempt members of the council) and all boarcls provided for in 
tliis charter shall annuall;·, on or beiore the 31st day of March, make 
aI1.d. transmit to the councll full md det-0,iled reports, properly ver1fiecl 
lJy affidavits, of the busil.111:::s of such office or department for the cur
rent :fiscal year, together with a' trne aml foil inventory of all money, 
11roperty and other effects of the city in the possession of such offic~ or 
board or under his or its control. Such officers anc1 boards shall like
wise make to the council similar reports and exhibit all their books of 
,wcount, p1qrers and other records kept by them whenever requested 
by the council so to do. 

Every elective and ap1Jointive officer and boartl and mem11er there-
. ot provided for by this charter shali at the Pxpirntiou of llis term o'f 
office in whatsoever way terminated, turn over to the city or his sue

. cessor in office all books, pape1·s, :files> records, money and other prop
erty anc1 things whatsoever pertaining to his office w11ich may be in 
his possession or under his control. 

SECTION 19. O.ATII OF OFFICE. Every person elected or 
nppointed to any office under this charter, shall, before he enters upon 
the .duties of such office, take and subscribe an oath of office and :file 
the same with the city clerk. 

SECTION ~O. NEW OFFICE. Within thirty days after this 
· ~ charter shall go mto effect, the mayor, subject to the approval of the 

council shall fill all new or vacant appointive boards comm:issions, or 
offices herein provided for, and the persons so ch;sen shall qualify 
and hold office at once; provided, that all one-yenr terms, and the 
ftrst year o:f the terms of all other appointive officers existing under 
this charter, shall be co11Struecl as ending 011 the last day of April 
next after the first regular election under this chm•ter. 

SECTION 21. TERMS OF OFFICE. The reO'nlar terms 0£ 
all appoin{ive officers, members of all boarils and co~missions, shall 
o,e construed as ending on the last day of April of the proper year. 

L •• 
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The regular terms of all elective officers shall be constmed as 
ending on the last clay of March of the pro1Jer year. 

All officers, whether elective or appointive, shall contim1e in office 
until tbcir respective successors a1·e chosen ancl haYe qualified. 

SECTION 22. SALARIES. In all cas('S where the salaries o:f 
officers are fL,:ec1 by the council they shall be :fixed by resolutions at 
ihe regular meetings in April of each evm1-mnnbered year for the 
succeeding two years, except as in this cluntcr specifically provided 

otherwise. 
SECTION 23. VACANCIES, HOW FILLED. When a va

cancy shall occur in an appointiYe office, boarcl or commission, such 
vacancy shall be fillecl in the same ma:i;iner as the original appointment, 
lmt :for the unexpired term only. '\Vhcn a vacancy s1mll occur in the 
office of: any officer elected by the people such vacancy shall be :filled 
by appointment by the city council for the unexpired term; provided 
that a vacancy in the office of a juc1ge 0£ the munid1)al court shall be 

:filled as provided by law. 
SECTION 24. RESIGNA'l'ION. Any person l1aving entered 

11pon the cluties of his office may resign tho same by and with the 
.tonsent of the city council or pro11rr board. 

SECTION 25. SALARIES NO'r CHANGED. 'l'he salaries of 
the officers of the city shall not be increased or diminished during the 
torm for which any such officer 11hall have been elected or appointed, 
nor dming the periou intervening between the election or nppointment 
of any such officer and the commencement of his term of service; ex
cept as herein specifically providcc1 otherwise. 

All officers appointed or elected unclcr the former charter or the 
l'ity, who by the terms of tliis cho:l'ler continue to act as o.ff-icers niter 
this charter goes into effect, sha~l recefre the compensation herein pro-

,·Wed for such office. 
SECTION 20. GIFTS. No offic01· Ol' member of any board or 

rmploye of the city shall directly or indirectly, in or about the perform
ance of his office or position, aflk to receive any gift, compensation,· 
gratuity, reward or other valuable thing whatever, excepting the salary 

or fees prescribed herein. 

SECTION 27. BONDS. The council may require bonds from 
any o:ll'icer or employee of the city in those cases wlwre a bond is not 
rcquii:u<l h? the terms of tbis ehartcr, and may fix the amount of the 
boncl so reqnirec1 by it, arnl make any r<'gnlations it may clcem p1•ope1· 
in regard to the sureties thereon. 
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SECTION 28. CORPORA.TE SURE.TIES. The sureties on 
all bonds 1·equ:ired of officers. and em1Jloyes and others by the terms 
of. this charter may be surety corpo:rations, antborizecl under the gen~ 
cral laws of the state lo .do surety bond business and to give such bond; 
but such bona must be .approved by the- conndl, or proper hon.rel. 

SECTION 29. SURB'rY BONDS IlEQU IRED. Rverv bond 
given under, or required by any provision of: this charter, or ~ny or
dinance or. rcgt1lation ma<le under authority of tMs charier, which 
borul is for the eurn of J!"'ive Hundred {$500. 00) dollars, or more, shall 
be a. surety bond, executed by one or more surety corpomtions, author'
izecl under the general laws of this State to c1o a surety bond businesil, 

· · ancl to give such bond;, any other general or specific provision o:f this 
clinrter to the contrary notwithstanding. 

~ECTIO~ 30. R.EUOV ALS. · Any elective or appointfre offi.cer 
pr.ovicled by ~Ins chru.:ter may be removed from his office by the affirm
ative vote of two-thrrcls of _all the members of the council; but no 
snch officer sha.ll be so removed .except for ;.::msc; 11or unlcss he has 
:first been iurnishecl with a copy of the charges against him and has 
had rcusonablc -Opporhmity to be heard in person or by counsel in his 
own defen~e. 'l'he coun~l shall have the power to :fix the time aml 
})}ace 0£ tnal 0£ snch officer (who shall be giyen at least ten days no
tice ~hereof), to arrange thn mode of trial, to compel the attenc1ancc 
of witnesses . and the proc1uction of papers, to a cl minister oaths, and to 
hear the proofs and aro.1ment, 12 h re· . ' o· s. l. sur ou1cer shall neglect after due 
notice to make answer to such cl . • tl ' . 1argej ie same shall be cmu;e for 
removal without :further not1'c•e urh • · . . · · n en any sueh hearmg 1s cnclt'cl i11c 
e:onnc1l shall forthwith proceed withotlt .,ebat t t . 

1 11 
. · u < e ·o Yo e viva voce, on 

rol ca , upon a motion cleclarino- such off· d \ 1 o 1cer remove . 1. mong sue 1 
causes shall be continued absence bv alde"men r· .t· ." ·1 J , , ·rom mee ·mg ot connc1 
or by any member of a board fr th · ' · · . . om a meehncrs of such boarcl or 
neglect of duties by any officer. '"' · ' 

SECT~O~ 31. REDIVISION INTO WARDS. Whenever 'the 
wards or d1strrnts of tbe city are bv the th .1 t· 1 

h t. . J e con11r1 appor 10net anew, 
sue appor 10nmcnt shall take effect at t1· ·t • ·t. 1 t· 
nd 11 .m• d b . 10 nex cnsmng c1 'r c ec 10n, 

a a ou1cers an mem ers of the 't · • · · 
. ·· c1 Y counml previously electctl, and 

whose successors would not be otherwiE" 1 t 1 t 1 1 t· 1 11 hold th · f ff . f " e ec ec a · snc 1 c ec ·1011, s rn 
· ei~ respec ive O lees or the tmexpirec1 portion of their terms as 

t('presentmg the warcls or tlishicts within 1 . 1 · tl . 1 \ 
1 

. 
l , . W 1lCl 1ey l'C'Sl( e. 1-. ll( 111• 

case any sue 1 ward 01· chsh1ct shall . · • 
Portion of ·e ·a t l. 11 • ff" · prove to have more than 1ts pro-

1 .s1 en 10 c -oH~r o icers , b . . 
then such hold- , . ff. ., 01 mem crs o:C the mty connc1l, 

o, er o rcei:-; or members sh 11 b . t a. t d . a 2 appom e ·o, an 
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represent some ward or dish-ict created in whole or in part of: that in 
which they were elected, which apportionment of officers shall be maae 
by the city council at the time of the apportionment of the wards and 
districts. 

CHAPTER 4. 

OFFICERS---THEIR POWERS AND DUTIES. 
SECTION 32. ELECTIVE OF.FICERS. The elective o:ffi

c•ers of the city shall be a mayor, trt'asurer, one altlerman from each 
warc1, three alclermcn at largC?, a municipal jmlgc an<l a special muni
eipal juclge. 

SECTION 33. TBHi\fS OF OFFICE. The mayor and trea
surer shall each be electct1 for a term of two years. Each alclerman 
shall be elected for four :years; prcYide(l that at the :first election un
cfor this charter thrco alc1e:rmc~i:'.1t:.Iarge shall be elected for two years 
nncl one a1<1erman from each warcl fo1· four ;yea1's. The nmnfoipal 
;judge and :,pecial nnmieipal jndgt', ;;hall he c1C?c·tcc1 for a term of: four 
years. 'l'lw term of each elcl'lh-e officer shall con:1.mencc on Hie :first 
day of April next a:fter his t•lcc-tion au<l he sl111ll 1101c1 office until liis 
successor is e1ectcc1 and has qualificc1. 'l'he formtt of: elective officers 
of the city in o:ffice at the time tliis charter takes effect slrnll be con
sl ruecl as contim1ing until their respective sucet'ssors have been chosen 
at the fil'St regular city election hcl'eunc1er mHl s11all have qualified. 
'l'hc offiee of m1y ac1rlitional alclermen createcl l)y this charter shall be 
c1cc111cc1 vacant and be filled aC'corr1ing to section twenty-three of 
this charter, but only until the fast regu1ur election by this charter 
provided for. 

sgc~l'JON 3+. APPOlN'l'IYE OFFH!BHS. At its 11rst regular 
meeting: in .April in 01wh cven-nnmlwrec1 ~·ear, or as soon thereafter as 
mav be, the city conndl shall by resolution appoint a clerk, board of 
hl',{lth, attorney: c:>ngi11cp1•, anc1 as,c•:-sor, cnd1 for a tt'rm o:C two years. 
During the month of April ol' ('at>h year the mayor, eubjcct to the ap
proval of the conncil, shnJl appoint a member or mc,mbers of the police 
ancl fire> eornmiFsion, lihrnr~• boarrl, pnrk boarc1 ancl water and light 
board, as hereinafter provided. The 1·egular forms of: all appointive 
officerti anrl rnemhern of hoarclf: nnc1 connnissions, i,hall be construecl as 
Pmling on the _lnst <lay or ,\ pril of the proper year, but they shall con
tinue in office until their l'PRpl'('1iYc snrC't'ssors arc <'hosen ancl have 
qnalificc1. 
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SE01'10N 35. P.RNALTY FOR FAILURE TO OBSERVE 
l>U'l'IES IMPOSED. Any officer or cmplo,rc of the city who shall 
offend. against anJ of·the provisions of this db:u1er or thing required to 
be done by him_, or by wrongfully doiug the same or who shall will
f'ullv violntc m:rY of the µw,isions of tl1is c-harter, or commit any fraucl 
upo~1 tlle city, ·or convert riny of tl:e p11blic property to llis own use, 
or knowingly permit any other prrson to so comert it, or by gross aucl 
c•ulpabfo neglect allow the same t() lie lost to the city, shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor and shall be punished therefor as misr1l'meanors are 

· pllliishecl by the- criminal laws of ilw stofo_. anrl sha 11, as a consequence 
thereof, forfeit his office antl he fm;i.>rn tfo,qualificd from holding any 
office of trust or profit undel' the city government, ancl shall be liable 
to the city for any amo1wt lost, or damage sufl'creL1 hy r<1a$on o:f such 
wrongful act or violation of law. 

SECTION 36. SALA.RIES. Tlte mayor shall receive a salary 
of three hundred (1f;300.00) dollars per year pn:yablc in monthly in
stallments. l~aeh nltlcrman shall l'f'C,eive a $nlnry of fifty dollars per 
year for conunitt-0e work payable at the end of the yt>m', and in aclcli
tiorr thereto each alderman shall receive two dollars for each council 
meeting at which lrn is actually present, payable at the end of each 
month. Tho city council shnll hnye })0\\'e1• to fix. tlw compensation o:f 
any am1 all city o:lfit·ers and Pmployeg, rxC('!Jt m; in this charter other
wise specified. 

SEC'I'ION :37. RERID1mm;:. Any eludivo or a1Jpointive offi
cer, changing his residence fr_om the city~ or any alderman from the 
ward for wl1ich he was elected or appointea, untl any such officer who 
shall refuse or,. without rmtse, neglect to ~nter upon the discharge of 
the duties of his office, for ten tlays after tlie bl',~inninir of the term 

"' :-, b 

for which he was e1cctecl or appoinJed to .fill, anll ·ten days after being 
110tified by the clerk of his election or np11oi11lnwnt, shall be clecmetl to 
have vacafod ancl abandone(l such office. 

MAYOR. 
SECTION 38. DUTIES OF 1YIAYOTI. rrhc mayor slrnll take 

r.are that the laws of the State, the pl'ovisions of this clrnrter ancl the 
ordinances of the city are r1uly observed and enforl'ct1 wiUiin the city. 
]fo shall. sec that all other officers of the city cl' ,1 ·g their rcsrwc-•. ~ , . !SC Ult G 
tive Cll1ties, ancl to that end. may inslitnte and maintain an action of 
mamlamus or other approprirrte action ncrai·ns'· " 1 1. t n,1•cer· of • • . ' b I, u.Uy ( C mqncn . OH 

the crty. He s1iall from tune to time give the city council such infor-
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mation and may 1·ccommcncl such measures as lie shall c1eem advan
tageous to the city. 

SEC'l'ION 39. SHALL SIGN BONDS, OBLIGA'l'IONS AND 
CONTRACTS. 'l'he mayor shall sign all bonds and obligations of the 
dty and all warrants drawn on tJie city treasurer, anu shall sign all 
contracts cntC!red into by the city, &xcept as otherwise proviuec1 in this 
charter, or by law. 

SECTION ilO. PROCESS AND NOTICES. The mayor shall, 
upon service of notice or l)rocess upon him in an action or })l'oceeding 
against the city, ,forthwith inform the city attm•npy and city colIDcil 
thereof, ancl proper board. 

SECTION 41. EXECU'l'lVE CONTINGENT FUND. The 
mayol' shall lmve authority to expend from the mayor's contingent 
fund such moneys as he may c1cem necessary in case o:f emergency to 
secure information am1 evidence of crime and ru.·rest convicts and to 
relieve distress in the event ofJmblic enlmnHy in this state. 

SECTION 42. ANNU.AL· REPORT. The mayor shall 111alte 
to tlie city council at the close of each fiscal yeal', an annual written 
report of the general conc1ition of affairs of the ciiy. 

SECTION 43. ACTlNG ?lfAYOR. During the absence of the 
mayor from the city_, or in c-aflc of his r1eath or disability for any 
reason to discharge tl1c duties of hiR o:lrice, the president of the city 
council, or in his absence or in ca~e of his c1isnbility, the vice-president 
of the city council, shall for the time being excrPisc all the powers and 
aischarge all the (lnfiC's of the mayor. 'rhc J1resiuent or vice-president 
so performing the outirs of the mayor shall be styfou the "acting 
mayor," and l1is acts while so acting as mayor shall lrnvc the same 
force and validity as if performed by the mayor. 

CITY CLERK. 

SEC'l'ION 44. DUTIES. The elcrk shall keep the corporate 
seal of the city, and all papers and records thereof, except as herein 
otherwise provided; shull attend aU meetings of tlrn council ancl other 
boards or commissions of w11id1 110 may he tl1c clerk and keep a 1•ecord 
of all proceedings thC'reof, · and be the purchasing agent of the 
council and such boards and comn1issio11s. Ifo shall draw and sign 
a11 orders on the treasurer as t1ircetcc1 hy the council, except ns in this 
drnrtcr- speri:fically ]11'0Yidec1 otherwise, mH1 he shnll keep n :fu]l anc1 
accurate account of t]ie orders so drawn by him, in books proviclec1 for 
that purpose; and saitl books shall show to whom ancl for what purpose 
the same are drawn. He shall attest the signature of: the mayor to all 
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contracts, and affo: the seal oi the city thereto, and d(lliver the same to 
the proper officer or patty. Re shall. k:C}) regul~r. books. ~f account, 
which shall at all times show the precise finanernl concl1t10n of ti~ 
city,, n, recorc1 of. all bonds, orders, warrants or other evidences of in
cleotedness which have J1een redeemed, and the amount of llacl1 out

standing. 
Said books s1rnll contain separate accounts with the different city 

officers and the various f1mds of ·the city, and the amount, date arld. 
purpose of each appropriation, made by {be council, and all payments 
inad~ on account of the same, Re shall endorse upon each ordinance 
and resolution the time when the same was delivel'cd by him to the 
mayor, and the time when it was returned to him by the mayor. He 
£Chall, upon request, £11rnjsh certified. r.opies of papQr!:' and records in 'l1is 
possession and when so certified by Jiirn, 1mdcr the corporate seal or 
t11e city, they will he received in evjdence in any and all courts, {he 
same as if the originals thereof were proclucccl by saicl c1cl'l< in such 
court, and he shall be entitled to collect ancl receive for snch services 
such fees as are allowed to the clerk of the district court of this 
county for similar services. Re s11011 record nt length in a book pro
vided by tlm city for tl11.1t purpose1 all official and other bonds running 
to the citJ' of Virginia, excepting only the bonc1s of th0 clerk and 
treasm•cr, which Fhall be l'CMrded iI1 the office of the register of cleecls 
d this County, ancl a11 hontls shall be filed and prei;:ervcu by tl1c clerk. 
lie s1ial1, in addition to the duties l1erein 11l'escribed, perform such 
other clutfos as may he rnquil'ml of him by the general laws of this 
&tnte or by the co1mt-il. All fees rcceirnd by Mm sliall he turnecl into 
the city treasury each month. 

He s11al1 be cmtitlec1 to receive from the obligators upon all sneh 
honcls, or the- person representing the same foJ· record, such compensa
tion as is allowed for similar services to the register o:f: deeds of this 
county. He shall :file in his oil'ice all chattel mortgages, contracts anc1 
otl1el" instrm~ents by which personal property is · trans:f:erreil or en
cu_mberccl whwh are prcscntea to him for :filing, and wJ1ich arc per
nnttea to lJc filecl by ~he Jaws of. this state, referring to chattel mort
gages, and shall receive as eo111pe11sation therefor such fpcs as arc 
allowed by the gencm:J. law. ' 

SECTION 45. OFFICIAL POWERS. The elerk shall have 
t~e supervisions of all printing ancl publications orc1rre<1 by the conn~ 
c1l, and he sh~l~ cause i.o pc publi~hM in the official paper the minutes 
o.l' all proceedings of the council, as soon after each meeting as praciii-

j,; 

\ 

SEC. 46.-POWERS.-The clerk shall have the 1~ower to ad· 
minister oaths and affirmations, and to take and certify ~ckno:wl
edgments of deeds and other in~~ruments in all cases m which 
the same are required or sanctioned b! law. R~ shall have 
power when authorized by the city council, to appomt a dep~ty 
city cl~rk, who shall hold office during the p~eas~re of the c~ty 

l k and shall have authority under the d1rect10n of the city 
c er • ' Tb 't 1 ·k clerk to perform all the duties of tbe city clerk. e c1 Y c ?t 
may, 'when authorized by the city council, select such other ass~st
ants as may be necessary in his office, the sal_ary o_f such. assist
ant city clerk and all such assistants to be paid ?Y the city, ~he 
amount of compensation to be fixed and determmed by the city 

council. 

-----'1'U>'<>"j'"""W1pVrtttit/m;- amnonzc(1"-'t:!Y"CS'fat(!·taw::r"to· g1ve·-such bona'. 
and :for the amount 0£ money likely to come into his hands during 
any fiscal year. The bond shall he com1itionec1 for the safe keeping of all 
moneys of the city tlrnt may come mto his possession, a11cl for the £aith
fuI performance of his dutf; slmll be approved by the city council, 
reeordecl in tlie office of, the Register of Deeds, :filed and recorded 
in t11e office of the city clerk, and tlrn record of such 1)ond, as well as 
tl1e original, shall be evidence of the contents and execution thereof. . 

SECTION 49. DUTIES. The treasurer shall receive and safely 
keep all moneys belonging or accruing to the city and all departments 
t]iereof, incl~ding license money and fines, and shall keep accurate and 
clctailecl account thereof, anc1 he sl1all be entitled to, and shall cle: 
mand and receive of the treasurer of this county, at times specified 
1Jy law, all moneys clue tl1e city for taxes a.ncl assessments, including 
interest and penalties thereon, on account of all levies or assessments 
made by the city or its predecessors. 

Re shaU be the custodian of all l1oncl1,:, certificates of indebtedness, 
or ot11er securities, held by the city or in the sinking fund o:f: the said. 
city. Upon the receipt of any money by liim he shall forthwit11 'crec1it 
the same to the separate fnncls to which the same rrspectively belongs, 
or for which it lrns been levforl., ancl shall deposit the same daily, in 
the name of the city, to the> orcler of -tl1e treasurer, in such c1epositories 
as shall have been designated by the council t110re:for. 

SECTION 50. CITY DEPOSITORIES. Any bank; banking 
house or trust company, 1rnving its principal plaC'e of hnsincss in tlic 

· state of Minnesota may be designated by the council by resolution, after 
advertising in the official paper for proposals and receiving proposals, 



14 

cont 
t]10 

whi 
city 
dell 
sta: 

ofl'! 
pu 
rn! 
an 

i m, 
l 

EClf 
possesswn·•iffitl=wnmri:;v·:=-=~~·~,-v-~,o,c - "' .. 

't ,.· 

the city, they will be received in evidence in any and Ml coun::;, .wo 

some as if the originals thereof wel'e proclucCl1 by said. clark in such . 
court, anc1 he shall be entitled to collect and receive £or such sei:vices 
euch fees as are a1lowec1 to the clerk or the district court of this 
county for simila1· services. B:e slrnll record at length in. a bocik pro
vided by the city for thnt purpose, all official and other l)onds running 
to the city of Virginia, excepting only the bom1s of the clerk and 
treasurer, wl1ieh shall l)c rc,corclecl in t11e office of the register or deeds 
d this County, and all lionds shall be filed and 1n'eFervec1 hy the clerk. 
Re shall, in adr1ition to the duties herein prescribed, perform such 
other duties as may be r-O(_flli1'erl o.l' him by the ~-eneral laws o.l' this 
slate or by the council. All fees receive(! hy 'him ,-hall he tnrnccl into 
tlia city treasury each month. 

Ho shall be enHtlec1 to receive from tlw obligators u11on all such 
honds, 01· the person representing the snmc :tm· record, such compensa
tion as is allowed for similar services to the 1·egister of deeds of this 
county. He shall file in his office all clrnttel mortgages, contracts ancl 
otller instruments by whic11 pereonnl property is transferrecl or en
m1mbered which are p1:csente{l to 1iim £or filino- and wl1ich are per
mittecl to be filed. by t1ie Jaws of this state, 1·ef:ring to chattel mort
gages, nnc1 shall receive as compensation therefor. such fees as arc 
allowed by the general law. · 

SECTION .:1,5_ OFFICIAL POWBRFl. The rlel'k shall have 
the supervisions of rill printing aml publications orilcrec1 by the colm~ 
oil; and he shal~ cause i.o pc puhlisl1C'd in the official paper the minutes 
or all proceeilings of the council, as soon after each meeting as practii-
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cable, and also cause to be published in said paper all ordinances as 
soon as practicable after their ffnal passage. 

S"FJOTION' Ml .. POWERS. The clerl, slmll have lhe pmrnr ~o 
11dminister oaths aRd afin-,:iatiettil, c1m1 lo Lul,e am1 certify acknow1edg
me:e.to of deeds fttl:a other instrume1tl:s in all cases m winch the same are 
S!,'CCFH'Cd 6'.l' sa:e.otfo:nea l:iy law. 

SECTION 47. BOND OF CLERK. Before entering upon the 
duties of his office the clerk shall give a bond, with sufficient surety, 
in such sum as the council may direct, conditioned for the faithful per~ 
formance of t11e duties of his office. 

DUTIES OF TREASURER. 
SECTION 48. BOND AND MANAG:E1MENT OF FINANCE$. 

The city treasurer shall give a stuety bond to be executed by one or 
more surety corporations authorized by state la:ws to give such boncl 
and for the amount of money lilrely to come into his hands during 
any fiscal year. The bond shall be con<litionecl for the safe keeping of all 
moneys of the city that may come i;nto his possession, and for the fait11-
ful perfonnance of his duty'; shall be approvec1 by the city council, 
recorded in the office of, tl1e Register of Deeds, :filed and recorded 
in t110 office of the city clerk, anc1 the record of sucl1 honc1, as well as 
the original, shall he evidence of the contents and execution thereof. , 

SECTION 49. DUTIES. The treasurer shall receive and safely 
keep all moneys bel011ging or accruing to the city and all departments 
t11ereof, incl~ding license money and fines, and s11a1l keep accurate and 
detailed account thereof, and he slrnll be entitled to, and shall de: 
mand and receive of the treasurer of tl1is county, at times specifierl 
by law, all moneys due tbc city for taxes and assessments, including 
interest and penalties thereon, on account of all levies or assessments 
mac1e by the- city or its predecessors. 

He slrnll be the custodian of all bonds, certificates of indebtedness, 
or other securities, held by the city or in the sinking fund of the said 
city. Upon the receipt of m1y money by him he shall forthwith· credit 
the same to the sepat'atc funcls to which the same respectively belongs, 
or for wl1ich it lrns been levfocl, and shnll deposit the same daily, in 
the name of the city, to the order of the treasurer, in such clepositol'ics 
as shall have been c1esignatec1 by the council therefor. 

SECTION 50. CITY DEPOSITORIES. Any bank, banking 
house or tmst company, having its principal place of business in tlic 

· state of Minnesota may be designated by the council by resolution, after 
advertising in the official paper for proposals and receiving proposals, 
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statino- what security will be given to said city :for such func1s so de
posited~ a.nd containing the condition that snfrl funds with . accrued 
interest shall be heltl subject to dra:Cts and payments at all times on 
demand, provicled1 that the umount deposited in any such c1epository 
$nall not exceed foe assessed, capital stock of saic1 depository, as the 
same shall appear on tI1e duplicate tax list; pwvic1ecl, further, th~t the 
proposa1s above referred to .shall not be acted upon by the council un
til ten clays after ad:vertisement. 

Before any such bank, banking house or trust company shall be 
designated as ·such depository it shall deposit with such treasurer a 
bond, payable to the .city, and executed by some reputable surety 
company, which bon(l shall be approved by the council, and s11all be 
in such amount as said council shall uirect, and in at least the amount 
0t :tunas to he deposited in said depository; said bonr1 to be i!Ondi
tioned for the saf,)-l(eeJ)ing and payment or !.'uch funds and interest 
thereon; ~na whenever required to a~ so by the council such aeposi
tory shall fiunish a new bonu. ancl either sureties~ to be likewise ap-
proved. . 

SECTION 51. WHAT DEPOSITORY. Whfnf'ver any portion 
oi the £uncl:1 of the cits shall be deposited by the treasurer in such 
depository the sureties on his official honrl shall, to such ex.tent, be cx
c:rnpt from all liability t11ereon, by reason of the loi:;s of such deposited 
fonc1s while so deposited, tlrrongh the failure or bankruptcy or any 
otlicl' act· or cldault of s11ch depository. 

SECTION 52. WHEN rro PAY OUT MONEY. 'l'he treasur
er shall pay no money', out of tho treasury except in the following 
eases: Upon an order or warrant, properly tlrnwn anc1 countersigned, 
which 1rns been first duly authorizccl by t11e council or ·proper board, 
and which shall specify t)le purpose :tor which it is drawn, and the 
fund out of which and the person to :Vhom it is payable; and upon the 
payment and receipt by him of any such order or warrant the treasur
er shall cancel and file the same, and it shall not again be issued, 
and he shall keep separate the orders drawn on eac11 particular fund. 
All warrants so cancelled by him, as aforesaid, slrnll be turned over to 
the city clerk with his report hereinafter referred to. In case sai<l 
wa1Tants were fasuccl for the payment of -the bonc1s of sait1 city, or in
terest coupons thereon, then such bonus or coupons shall be cancelled 
by foe treaimrer, ancl returned by 11im with such warrants to the clerk. 

SEffrION 53. l\toN1'HLY S'l'ATEMEN'r. rrhe trcasurcl' 
slw1l, monthly, make a statement fo tho council of foe amount by him 
received and disbursed on account of each fund, and a statement of 

•l 
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the amount of money· in his hands in the various funds, tleposited with 
each depositor,Y, and the total amount of the city's funds, and where 
plaee<1 awl c1epo~ifor1. 

He shall, whenever notifie<l so to c1o by the council, withdraw all 
funds from any depository Ro c1rsig·natcd, as hereinbefore provided, 
ancl notify tlw comwil th<:'reof, and E-hall c1eposit no more therein until 
authorizl,d so to clo by the. council. 

SEO'l'IO:N 54. :MISUSE OF C'Fl'Y :MOXEY. No funds of the 
city Rlrnll be loaned by the tl'<:'a:mrer lo any city officer or any other 
per::,on, or otherwise c1isposrc1 of. C'XCept in accordance with the law. 
Any Yiolations of any of tlw proYisionf: of this section sliall, unless 
otherwi~t' punishable by the eriminal laws of tl1c state, be punished by 
a fine Ill a sum not exci:ecling onr- thousand dollars, OT by imprison
nHmt in tlrn county jail of this c·01mty not exceeding one -vear. The 
treasurer is prohibitecl from paying any warrant wl1ich; upon its 
face, sho,rn that it is clrawn in Yiolation of this charter or the Jaws 
of the state., ancl in case of any such payment the treasmer and t1ie 
sureties upon his bond shall be liable to the city for clouble the amount 
of such warrant. , 

CITY ATTORNEY. 

SEOTIO:N" 55. QUALIFICArrroxs. No person shall be ap
pointPd to thp ofl'ice of attorne,v unll'ss he be, at the time of his 
appointm<mt, a coun~C'llor nf the supreme court of this state of two 
years standing. 

He shall be l'he lcgnl aclvis<•r of tho rii-_y, ancl of all the boards 
arnl departments thereof; shall perform all services incident to that 
o:ITice, and appear in 1111<1 conduct all efril suits, prnsecutions and pro
ceedings in whicl1 the city or any board or department thereof shall 
be c1ircctl_v or indircdly inlC1reRtNl, excrpt as in this charter specitt
cally proYiclr<1 otherwise, and when necc'!<sary shnII take charge of and. 
ronc1uct prm:ecutions for the Yiolntion of all ordinances or resolutions 
of the city or any bo111·d or dqn1rhnl'nt thereof, and for the violation 
of any of the provisions of this charti;r, anr1 such other duties as may 
be required of Mm. 

SEC'J'ION 56. OPl:XIOX:{ Hr shall, wlien so requested, 
furnish a written opinion upou an,Y subject submitted to him by the 
c'olmcil or any eonnuittpe then,of, or l>Y the mayor or any board of the 
l'it,r, in n•$pect to their oli'idal dntit1;;

0 

01· nnmicipnl affa.irs. He shall 
personally attencl all meetings of Uw council; mu] when requestecl so 
to clo; the meetings of saicl committees and boards. He shall keep a 
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ASSESSOR---EQUALIZATION. 

SECTJON Gl. APPOINT:imNT. 'l'hc- city council at its :fil'st 
meeting in April of each t'Yen-nnmlw1wl year, shall, by resolution ap
point a city asi;e.,snr whose term of o:ffke shall he for two years, who 
must be n free-holt1er of the city for the pa~t two yeats ancl a l'esic1ent 
anc1 (>)ector thereof. 

SEC'T] Ocf ii2. DEPPIT ARSESSOilS AND CLERKS: 'l'he 
city assessor shall, each ~·ear, appoint sueh number of deputies as may 
lw rPquiml to enable him to propPrly perform the duties of his office, 
1rho shall serve c1uring the tinw of thi.' making of tlie list of property 
for taxatioll, 1••\t only so long ai- tlwir senices may be needecl. The 
dty assessor slrn.11 <1i:-clu1rge i-uC'h <lt'puti(•s from time to time as 11e can 
spare, anc1 the eity co1meil ma~· ordrr i-aicl <leputics, Ol' .any of them, to 
be dischargccl at any time. 'l'he eit;v HBsessm• shall vresent to the city 
couneil at tlie seronc1 rf>gnlar merting tlwrt1of in April in each year 
the nanws of such persons HI' he f,,hall r1esirr to have fOl· c1epl1ties, 
clc,signating in each ease tlw time when tht• appointees shall, with the 
approYnl of th<' city rount'il. cornmenr-e to se1Tt> as such deputies, which 
tim1: shall be long l'llo1tgh hdore :\lay 1st so that each may, before 
that c1ay, he assigner1 to hi:; portion of the work anc1 be properly pre
pared ancl imitructeil to cln the ilamC'. The cit:-r assessor ma)· also 
<1mploy such clerks ns urny 1w 1wc;<'ssnr,v. their number to be reduced or 
inereasec1 a1-1 occasion may requfre or the city council may c1ireet, ant: 
all deputy ni;sei':-Ors f'haJl qnalif~· in :wcor(lance with and perform all 
ihc cluties required h~· the ge1wrnl law,, of the Stafo 1·cspecting the 
listing of property for taxation. 

SECrl'IOX Cia. C0.1[ PEXSA'l'I ON. 'l'he assessor and assistants 
shall rcceiYr :ind1 t·ompPnsnlion ns may be :fixecl annually by the coun
cil, s1wh compC'nsation not to Pxeeec1, in tllC' aggregate, five hundred 
dollars in any one ~·car. End1 lll!'ll1hl'r of the hoard of equalization 
~hall rcceiYe aR comp<'nsatiou for his serl'it-P the snm of three· dollars 
($3.00) prr day for tlw adnnl tinw neret'.-;arily employe(1. 

SE("l'ION fi4. BCL\.RD OF ElJFALIZATIOX. The board of 
cc1ualizntion i;hall consi:-t of the prPi-!iclent and four members of the 
t·ity ('olmcil. to be rho~pn by il. 8uc·h hoard shall meet at the city 
t•onncil chnmlwr on tlw fourth l\[onllay of ,Tune in each year, ana the 
mPmlwrs shall h<' sworn tH·c·nrcling- to law ns snch board of equalization, 
nncl at sud1 time and from l1ny io clay thereafter as they may adjourn 
to sn<'h boal'(1 shall 1n·net>Pd to ammd, rPvii;e anti equalize the assess
ments made by the assessor. 
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SECTION 65. POWETIS OF BOARD. Such. boarcl shall be 
vested with all the powers which are or ma:'' be vested m .county bonl'cls 

.~ 1·; ··t··1• ·· so far as applicable but shall not be restnctetl as to re-or equa 1za on, ' 
tlucing the aggregate sum . of real or personal property as returned by 
Urn assessor. When Sllch equalization is completed _the. same shall be 
certified to the county audito1; by the board of equahzahon .. 

· SECTION 66. GRIEVANCES. Any person deemmg himself 
aO'grieved by any nssessment may appear before _such ?oard personal!y 

0; by counsel and present l1is grievance for cons1c1erahon and the sauI 
board shall have power to compel the attendance of witnesses and the 
production. of papers and fo examine any person as to any taxable 
property in said city. 

ENGlNEER---STREET COMMISSIONER. 

SECTION 61. CITY ENGINEER. The city engineer shall be 
a civil engineer of at least three years practical experience as such, 
w11os~ compensation shall be fixecl by the city council eYery three 
months for the ensuing three months. 

SECTION 68. DUTIES OF OITY ENGINEER. 'l'hc eity en
gineer shall have supe1·vision and general charge of all work done on 
any street, highway, or alley in the city, and shall have control and 
snpervii::ion of the construcHon, maintenance ancl repair of paYements, 
sewers, streets, sic1ewalks .and maintaining, repairing, cleaning, sweep
ing and sprinkling of all streets, alleys, and other public places within 
t11e city, and the gracling of all streets anc1 ulleys, whether in original 
construction or othe1·wise, and all work shall be done hy the f\trert 
co11m1issioner under the supervision of the engineer except as in t'.1is 
charter specifically provided otherwise. It shall be his c1uty to su1)erm
tend the location and installation of all hvclrant~, watcn• mains and 
water pipes, sewers, electric light, telephone ~nd telegraph pole:; 'idthin 
the city, to inspect all railroad crossings and see that the general laws 
and ordh1anccs of the city, relating thereto, are properly enforced. 

SECTION 60. SURVEYS. 'rI1e city engineer shall make such 
surveys, profiles, plans and estimates as the council may clirect, ancl 
all such shall be :filec1 anc1 carefully preserved ill the offi~e· of the city 
c1erk and be public records of the city. 

S-ECTION 70. ENGINEER'S l!'EES. 'l'he engineer, upon the 
request of any interested person, shall locate am1 stake any lines or 
g:ades, an~ cha~·ge therefor such fees as may he providec1 for by tlw 
city council, wlnch foes shall be by him paid into the city treasury at 
the end of each month. 
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SECTION 71. DUTIES-STREET COl\IlVIISSIONER. The 
Rtreet co1mnissioner shall reeeiYe such compensation as the council may 
fletermine and shall work under the clirection of the city engineer. 
'fbe street committee of the council shall decide any dispute that may 
arir1c h<0 twet1n the C'it;· enginc1{ 11• nnc1 the street eounnissioner as to their 
respeetiw powers ant1 clnties. 'l'Jie council shall have power to dis
rha~·ge stlC'h eommissioner at. will without C'nusc, at any time and 
rmplo;· another if deemeu expedient. 

SECTIOX 72. BONDS. farJ'ore entcn'ing upon the discharge 
of the clnties of their respective offices, the city engineer and street 
connnhlsioner shall each furnish a bond to the city with sufficient 
snreties antl in such sums as the council mny direct. 

CHAPTER 5. 

POvVERS AND DUTIES OF CITY COUNCIL. 
BEC'l'ION 73. LEGISLA'rirE POWER 'l'he legislative pow

er and mtthority of the city shall be vested in a city council, composed 
of. the ak1crnwn of the city as herein provided. 

SEC'rION 7-1. OIW.ANIZA'l'ION. 'l'he city council shall bien
niallv on the first 'l'uesc1ay in April next succeeding the regular muni~ ", 
cipal election, organize, and at the time of its orga~ization, }Jroceed to 
elt>ct from its own number a President ancl Vice ]?resident for the en
suing two years, and such other o:fl'.icer8 as may be necessmy for the 
transaction of its business. Such election shall be by ballot, and the 
affirmatiYc vote of a majority 0£ nll the members-elect shall be neces
sary to elect. 

SBC:TIOX 75. DU'l'IRS OF PRESIDENT, The President, 
nntl in case of the absence of the Prc~idcnt, the Vice President, shall 
presitle owr the meetings of the city counci1, and shall sign all resoltl
tiomr and ordinnnces passed by the city council, and cluring the ab
sc•nc(' of the ~\fayor from the city, or his inahility for any reason to dis
charO'e the cluties of his ofl'ice, shall have ancl exercise all the powers 
ancl ~1utics of mayor, under the style of "acting mayor." 'l'he acts of 
such acting mayor $hall have the same force and effect as if per:formecl 
by the mayor. 

SEC1'TOX 7G. RFLRS AXD SPECIAL MEETINGS. The 
citv council 1:1hnll prescribe rules for its own guidance._ and the time for , 
ib; rrgulnr meetings, and proridr for the calling of special meetings. 
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No business shall be transacted at n sperinl nw.otiug unless the same 

shall have been s-pecifietl in the call tlwre.101:. • 
SECTION 'l"l'. ql~0RUl\L A. 1naJor1t? of all the members-elect 

Rhall constitute a quoru:i1, but les& than a rn~jo~ity may tuljourn from 
tirne to time, and a minority as well as a ma,1or1ty may C'nmpel the at-

tendance of absent memherf1, . . . , . -, , . . 
SECTION 78. CANVASSING VO'I E::-,. ~.he c1ty council shall 

have power to, and it s11all, canyass the returns of votes east at all 

city elections and decforc the results tllercof. 
SEO'rION r19, ORDINANQES AND IlEl:lOLUTIONS. Every 

legislative act of the city council shall be b~ ordinan:o or resol~tion. 
The style of an ordinanc:c'.-\ shall be: "The city com1c1l of the city of 
Virginia do ordain as fellows." No ordinance, except for general 
approptiations, shall contain more rha~ one subject, whicl: s11~ll .be 
expressed. in its title, nor shall any ordmance he amended aJ::ter 1ts m
troduction so as to cha11ge it~ origina1 pul'pose. 

SECTION 80. INTRODUCTIOX OF OIW1NANC'ES. No or
dirian.ce shall be introduced except at a regular ml'ding:, at which meet
ing each member of the council s1rn1l receive an cxac•t copy ot the orc1i
nance as introduced ancl at which meeting sud1 orc1imuwe shall have 
it& first reading. Its second 'reading slinll be hatl at subsequent regular 
or adjo11rncc1 regular 111ecti11gs_ opcurring nol le::s than one (1) week 
a{tc'l' its :fi.rst reading, and such orclinancc slu1ll not be amencll'd 
after foe meeting at which it recl•i\'e~ its :,:econd rPading. It ~hall re
ceive its third teading and be pas~ecl only at a rpgu lm· or acljourncc1 reg
ular meeting occmring at least one (1) week sub,-equent to the time 
at which the second reac1ing was had. . 

SECTION 81. PASSAGE OF ORDINAXCES AND RJTISOLU
TIONS. 'Every orclinance, nnt1 resolution, cxel'pt llf-1 in ihis clinrtel' 
otherwise pro,·idcd, shall 110 passedby a majority yotc of the members
e1ect of the city council1 taken by yeas anc'l mlYs, which shall be en
t<'red upon jts journal. It i;hall then forthwith: lwf ore it takes effect, 
be :presented to the mayor for Ms approYO.l as herein 1irovidecl. Every 
ordinance, anc1 resolution rhall be published nne(' in the official news
pnper of the city before it tukes effect. NO vote of the eit;y council 
shall be 1·ec~nsidercc1 or rescinclcd at a suhsc'qtient mceti.ng un1e·ss at 
such a mcehng there are present us large a mim1wr of 'its members as 
were present when saicl vote was taken. 

The proof of such 1mhlication o:f orclinnnC1e;,; nrnl rrsolutions hy 
• the affid~vit of the foreman of or oni: of tlw pnblislwr~ of sneh news

paper, with a printed copy of the ordinanc·e or reHolution annexed 
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th~reto, o:· an~ othe1 eompetrnt proof of such publication, shall be. 
pruna :facie ern1C'l1Ce of the lt1gul 11ast1agC', enactmellt, publication ancl 
promulgatio~1 of such ordinarnl' or resolution, in any court in this state. 

All ordrnances shnll !Jc rernrc1c>cl and inclexec1 by the city clerk in 
hooks to he p1'0\'hlec1 for that purpose. , 
. ,In the publfoation of resolutions that may be included in the pub-

lication of the procct'clings of the council, such resolutions shall be 
prin'.t>c1 _with th~ elates of their up1n•oyal with011t appending in auch 
pt1bhcat10n the i::1gnatureR to suC'h rPi::olution. 
. In all notiC'es, prosecutions and proeeec1ings 0f every kind before 
the municipal court in thfa city, such court shall take judicial notice 
oi. all orc1inaneC's of the eit,Y, nncl it shall not be necessary to plead or 
prove such ordinance in such court. 

SECTION 82. FQR.;\I OF ACTION. CONTRACT. WAR.;, 
RA1"l'S, V~'l'O. In all a_etions unc1cr Section H3 of this Charter, ( ex
cept as t~ sulewalk&) ancl _m all other cases ,rhcrc specifically l'equired, 
the counC'il :;hall aet by orl1m1mC'<' on1r. In all other matters the cotmcil 
may aC't b~· rC'solution in writing only. \Vherr action is not specificallv re
<1:1ircd to be h~· or(1inance or :·e:mlntion, the council may act by mere \no
tw_n :o be rnterP<l upon tl~e mmufos; provi<focl, however, that every appro
pr1ut1on to ihl' amount of onP Jrnrnlrerl ( $100.00) <1ollars or more to be 
paicl fo any one person, firm or corporation exclusi\'<! of salaries and com:
pen:,iation of offiC'Prs an<l t•mploy<.ls of 1:<aid city, anc1 bond interei;t ancl other 
ilxl'.d charges, .or su~11s ]JPl'l'tofon, anthorizecl or coiltractcd to be paid, 
,,·Juch SlUllll, mduc1mg tho pay-roll of the city officers or ernployes 
whose salarh1s or compensation haw been fixecl by law or resolution, 
lllny be pasRerl and warrants orch1r('c] he1·cunt1cr, by motion as pro
Yiclecl in sertion one lrnnclnJcl fort,r-one of this charter) anc1 the letting 
of any job of work, or thr authorizing of any contract or purchase in
w,lving an expenditure from the city treasury of one Jrnndrecl ($100.00) 
clollars or more. and nuy prnyisicm frr the i,nle of any real ostat~· of. 
the rity, or of any of its personal propt>rty of the valne of one lnmdrec1 
()fli00.00) dollars or more\ nnc1 eYN,Y determination to make any im
provement the t•xpeni;p wherl'of is to he assessed upon abutting property 
or property :found to he bene{ite<l, or to take private property or pro-
1wrty iouncl to be hc'.nPfi:l'tl. or_ to tnkl' private property for public 
use. nml every deternunahon to 1:,;:,:uc honcls of the city or in any way 
tfl contract inrlebteclnel"s exc·eeding one lnrnc1rec1 ($100.00) dollars (ex
cept ns lwrri!l otherwisr prod1lcc1), ~hall be by orc1inance or resolution 
in writing. 
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Every ordinance whatew:r, and evel'J resolution in writing such as 
is mentioned. in the proviso of this section, whrnh may be passecl by the 
council, shall be• signc:1 h~· fhe President o:f' the conncil and attested 
by the Clerk; and on tl:e next clay after the passage ther(lof the same 
shall be transmitted, by the clerk, to the mayor for his approval No 
ordinance. or resolution shall ba signed by the mayor within four ( -:1:) 
da:rs after it is presentNI to 11im. H he approwcl the snnw he shall 
nppen(l his signature with th0clafo of his approval t11ereto, and return 
the same to foe city elerk within kn day:,1, Burnlars excepted, from the 
date of its transmission to him; and if he declines to approve the same 
]1e. shall, within said period of ten days, return t11e same to the city 
clerk with a statement d his objections thereto, to ho prcsentecl to 
the council at its next meeting thc:reafter. Upon the l'eturn of an 
ordinance or resolution to the council without the mayor's approval, 
the question shall again be put upon the passage of: the i-1ame, notwith
standing the objections of tl:e mayor ancl if upon i;uch vote, which shall 
be taken by u. call of the ayes and nays, two-thircls of all the members 
or the council shall vote in favor of such ordinance or resolution the 
i,1me. slmll be. declarC>cl enadf.lu nnclHhnll have the i-amC' fo.1•re nrnl pffpct 
as if approved by the mayor; prov1dcc1, however, that in all cases where 
the original action of the council l'equires a two-thirds (2-3) vote, the 
veto of the mayor s1rnll be dfectual unless overrnfoc1 by a four-fifths 
( 4~5) vote of all the members-elect of such council ; a~cl in all cases 
where the original action of the · council reqnir<'f: more than a two
thirc1s vofe, th!:!' veto of the mayor shall be cffeetual unless overrulccl 
by unanilllous vote of all the members-elect of such eouncil. If any 
ordinance 01• resolution so st1bmitted to the mavor shall not be retumc;l 
by him t? the clerk on the tenth (10) t1ar, Su;1days excepted, after the 
presentation thereof to him, the same shall he t1eemecl to be approved 
by him, and he shall deliver the same to the del'k on dernan<l 

SECTION 83. 'l'WO-THIRDS VO'l'E HI~QUIRED. Every or
c1inance, ancl resolution appropriatin<r money or crcath,,,. anv lial)ilitv 
( or for the issuance of . certificah's ;f · il].tlebteclness in ~nticipation ~l: 
tax or assessment levies), awarding or approving anY contract for t110 
-pa:vment of monev except. as p· · ·, 1 · , - · r. 

• .1, • rovmet 1n sechon one hnuclrcd rnrtv-
onc of t~1is C'harter, orcle~ing nny cout1c111mation of prfrnte properly, ~r 
the makmg of any local improvements, shall r1,quire a hro-thircls (2-3) 
rntc of all the members of the city coltllcil. 

. SECTIO~ _84. ISSTTAN(IE OF BONDI{ AnY ordinanC'e or r<'~
oluhon_ autl:onzmg the issuance or nny bond,,; of tlll: C'ity shall requiI:e 
the nffnmahve vote of two-thirds (2-3) of ·11 tl . 1 · . f tl ·t a · w mem 1e1·s o. ie c1 y 
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council. Providecl further, that the amount of all such bonds, e:xeept 
as hereinafter provided, shall be controllec1 hy the limitations herein 
made on the power to iS$lle bomls, ancl the cit? council shall not in 
any manner, either with or without the vofo of the people•, authorize 
the fasuancc or any bonc1s or create an,v inc1cbtcclne:-s of the city in 
t');.ccss of the said Jimit herein preserihec1, ~xcept as hereinafter pro
, Wed. 

SEC"rI0N 85. SPECIAL OR PRIVATE ORDINANCE. 
Whenever a special or prirnfo orc1inaucc is cnactecl, the city council 
shall require a boncl from the beneficiary thereof to protc('t. the city 
against any claim or c1amagcs resulting from the grant of right or 
privileges under such ordinance, the amount L)I such boncl and i:he con
clitions thereof to be fixed anc1 ddPrmined h;y the city council, ancl 
fmther security may be requirecl at any fan{', aml the terms of the 
grant shall so provide. 

SECTION 8G. ALDERMEN NO'l' TO SOLICIT APPOINT
::\IENT. No member of the eity eouncil shall c1emancl, request or 
f'olicit any board, officer or emplo_ye, com10ctecl with the city, to en
gage or appoint any person to a position in saicl city, except that 
aldermen in open council meeting may make .~u<'h request or solici
tation, anc1 upo11 proof of thr violation of this provision the office of 
i-uch member shall become anc1 be declared wcant by the city council. 

SIWTION 87. WI'l'NESSES BEFORE CITY COUNCIL. 
The city council and any of its committees authorized by it so to c1o, 
shall haYe the power to compt'l the attem1ance of witnesses anc1 the 
production of books, papers and other eYiclence at any of Hs meetings, 
nr before su<'h committc0, and for that purpo8e may issue subpoenas or 
ai tachmcnts in any case of inquiry or investigation, to be signed by 
its pref:iclcnt, or the chairman of such committee, as the case may be, 
wl1ich shall be sel'vecl an<l cxeeutecl by any officer or person uuthorizec1 
by law to serve subpoenas ancl other processes. 

SECTION 88. PUNISHl\IENT :F0H REFUSAL TO 'I'ESTI
PY. If any witness shall refus0 to testify to the facts, within his 
lmowleclge, or to procluce any books or papers in his possesion, or 1m
c1er his control, the city council shall luwo tlw power to fine or commit 
him for contempt. 

SECTION SD. WITNESSES NO'l.1 'I'O BE EXCUSED. ~o wit
ness shall he excusea from testifying- touching his lrnowlc<lgc 0£ the 
mattr:1· under investigation in any sneh proeeeding or inquiry before 
tho citv c01meil or mw committee thereof, or before any ofl'icer of 

,._. ' \ 

the city having power to con<lnct the investigation ; but such testi-
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mony shall not lte 11s(!d against him in any criminal prosecution cx
eept for perjury. 

SECTION 90, CI'rY COUNCIL TO CON'l'R.OL FIX.ANCES 
-LIIvIIT ON BOND ISSUES. The city council shall control the 
:finances of the city, and sl1all have po,rer to appropriate monC'v for 
dty purposes only, except as hereinafter provided; to provide :fo~· the 
payment of its. debts aml ex]Jenses; to borrow money on its cre<lit for 
?itY purpos:~ to isstta bonds · therefor, as hereinbefore provided; to 
issue bonds m place of, or to supply means for paying matfirincr bonds 
or to consolidate or fond same. "" 

. Provide~, that the total indebtec1ness of the eity, except as here
inafter provJC1ed, shall not thereoy be made to excC'ed ten (10) per 
cent of the total value of the taxable property of the city accon1ino- to 
the last preceding asse·ssm.ent for the purpose 01 taxation. "" 
. Proy1dcd., l10wever) that the certificates. of indebteclnesB or bonds 
1~sucd_ for the creation and maintenance of the permanent improvement 
r~volvin~ flmc1 .sha~ not be ·considered as a part of th<' bonded imlc•ht
ec.ness of the city, for the purposes of this sel'tion. 

Pl'oviifod, inrther, that the certificates of indebtedness fasucd for 
the purpose of f · t' tl 1 . .- . an lC:ipa mg · lC co lcction of o·eneral taxes for ihe 
year m which thev may be · d 1 11 b • of . · . .; . ·• issue , srn not be consulerml as a portion 

the bo~ded mdebte<lness of the c~ty for the purposes or this s(lction. 
. . Pr~vic1ed, furthe1>; that. the certificates of indebtedncsR or bonds 

1sS11ed for tlrn · pur1Jo8e of pm·cl · . . . , . rnsmg, construchn°·. rerr11latin0' main-tamm0· ('XfollUiUo• }a ' • •• t,. r, b' ' 
'tl , 0 'f n, en rgmg or improving wafor and light plants; or 

01 1e1 o such plan~ owned m • f· . 1 . · 
.c . . · '' , am amct am1 operated bv the citv or 
ior the pm1Jose of acquiri g , •· ·· ' 

ti . · , . n any :real or other property nC'ec1ec1 in 
;~nn~c ◊.n '1v1tl~ such plant or plants, o. :r any refunc1ment ·of such cer

ca es or )Oncts, shall not be consid d 
ne"s of the •t :f th ere as a portion of the i11tlC'bted-

.. . · ci Y or e purposes of this section. 
Prom1ed, further, tJiat 'tlie cit , . . . . 

such portion of tl . · .l council may set ns1de annuallv 
. 1e gross mcome from . · 

either of the city t.l h ll ·. any water and light works, or ' . . . as 1ey s a determin t . . 
the payment of '\ny , t d . · e, 0 create a smkrng fund for 
clue. . ' • v.a ·er an light bonds, or either, us they become 

SECTION 91. POWER TO L , T , .•• :-r • • 

ASSESSMENTS It I ll 1 -EVY 'L\XES ~\~D :\L.\J\.E 
to the Testrict.ion·~ 1·11 

8
t1
1
:, 

0
1a
1
Ye the power to fix 1.be rate of, subject 

. ti us mrter c t . c] 
general ancl "IJecial f"vci·, f . . on ame , mul levv ancl collect 

' "·' ~ or m1m1c1p l " property in tlie- citv an 1 t 1 . a purposes on real and personal 
. , ' ct o evv asse" t f , 

and to prescribe the procedure •in t;/;1:1en ~ or. local 1mvroveme11is, 
makmg m1provcmtmts ancl assess• 
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rnents therefor, in so far as the same is not fixed al1(1 prescribed by 
the terms of this Charter; 

SECTION D2. C10NDEiHNATION. H :;hall haye power to ae
quirr, by condemnation, declication or otherwise, lands :for and to lo.y 
ont, open, widen antl t•xtencl strPcb,, allPys, avem10s, sewers, bril1ge ap
proaches, aml public grouncli-, and to establish tbe grade and width of 
such streets, alleys and avenues, and to change the same; and to ac
quire by condemnation or otherwise easement<, for slopes, cuts a:nd 
fills; by conclenmation or otherwise to extem1 or wiclen any street, alley 
or highway over or across or to construct any sewer under -or through 
any railroad track, right o:f way or lanc1 of any railroad or other cor
poration, and to acquire, by condemnation or otherwiee, the right to 
take, use or clivert water from any lake. stream or water co1.lrse for 
watPr supply of saia. city. 

SECTION 9:3. Ii\IPROVElm~'l' OF STREETS. It shall have 
})O''iYer to extend, widen,· straighten, grade, clrain, pave, repave, maea
clamize or otherwise improve.> any street, alley or public ground, and 
fo lay or order laid siclewalks,, curb anc1 gutter thereon, also to ('Stablish 
a building line foi· any rcsidm1ce, avenue or street, and to prevent the 
l'rcetion of buildings in :front of such line. 

SEC'TION 9-!. l\IAIN'rAINTKG .A.KD .ALTERING WATER 
COFRSES AXD LAKES. It shall han~ the power to build and 
mnintuin briclge& antl viuduC'ts, to deepen, widen, dock and cover, wall, 
alter or change the channel of any watcir course within the city, anc1 
hy eom1crnna tion or otherwise, to acquire the Innc1s arn1 rights neces
:-:ary tlwrefor, uncl may TernoYe any obstructions or unsightly strnchU'es 
from any ponc1 or water comse in the city and to prewnt the dumping 
of any garbage therein. 

S1W'l'ION H5. APPIWYAL o:r PLA'l'S. It shaH have the 
i:ole powN to aerept and approve plats o:f additions wit1li11 or adjoin
ing the city, ancl to pretlcrihe the width and location of streets aml 
allPys Teqnirccl in surh plats of propert:\', The council shall, by ordi
rnmce, provide what, if any, and how much improYement shall be re
quired to be macle by the owners of unplattecl property before a plat 
thC'reof shall be aeceptecl ancl npprowc1 by the council. 

SECTION 9(i. LIGH'J', 'WATER A~D TRANSPORTATION 
PLAX'I'S. It sliall have power to proride f:or tl1e lighting of streets 
ayenues and public groumls arnl builclinp;s, aml to ptnchase, acquire or 
Pstahlish gm::, electric ancl other lighting plants am1 to :furnish gas, heat, 
power ancl electricity to pcirs011s wit11in or without the city limifR on 
such terms as it may pmvicle; to pmchasc. procm•c or establish water 
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works anc1 to provic1e water for the use and con vcnience of the inhabi
tants of tl1e city, or others) and to prescribe and fix tlw chargBg for 
the same and the manner iu which the same shall l)e paic1; anr1 to pro
vlde for systems oi public transportation within tbc city anr1 to regu
late the operation thereof. It shall also have the power to make con
tracts with individuals} firms or corporations for the use of water for 
protection against fire ancl other pm1Joscs. It. shall ali::o ham the 
lJOWer to contract with indivic1uals, :firms or corporations for the use 
of electric or gas light for street lighting and other rimposes. . Such 
contracts fol' water and electricity and gas to be made for snC'h time as 
the city coUJtail may deem :for the best intcrci~t~ of the eity, not to ex
ceed ten (10) years for water and not to exceed five (5) years for gas 
01· electrici\y :for street lighting and other public 1mrposes. 

SECTION 97. POWER TO ilIAINTAIN BUILDINGS. It 
shall have power by a two-thirds (2-3) vote of all the memlms thereof, 

· to erect, provide for, improve and repair a city hall, fire balls, police 
. ~,tations_, armories, jail, workhouse, poorhot1BC\ hospitalH, public ccme
te1·ies, libraries, markets, and market hou~cs, puhlic ponndi;:, pest houses, 
quarantine hospitals, dumping placcs1 clumping f:tation>l, sewC'l' stations 
and other appurtennnceg, accessories, apparatus antl l'qnipments in eon
nection therewith as may be necessary for the traneaction of the 1rnsi
ness of the city, either within or without its limits, for its gowrnmcnt, 
or the operati.on of its departments; and to acquire by purchase, gift 
or con~cmnat10n ~ands for sites for said buildings or to bl' rn;ed in 
connec~on therewith; and to acquire by purchaHe, ront1emnation or 
oiherw1se, any real_ property for munici1Jal purposes, and hy resolution 
passed by a hvo-thirds (2-3) vote of all its members, to spll or author• 
ize the salo of any of the same. · 

SECTION 98. DEPOSITING FUNDS AXD AUDI'l'lNG AC
~OUNTS. It shall designate the depositories of the :funds of the 
e1ty :tensurer, and by resolution approve all bonc1i given :for the safe
k.eepmg. thereof, and it shall examine anc1 audit the acemmts of all 
city officers. 

. SE?TION 99. SPECIFIC POWEUS. 'rhe eity comwil, except 
as m tlns Charte1· otherwise p · ,• I a· ' 

t0'1l e , shall haw the gpneral 11urnagc-
ment ancl control of the financ c1 11 · • '. es au a pro1wrtv of the c1h', anr1 shall 
lrn.ve :foll powel' anc1 anthorit\· t 1 · · l 

11 . . , o ma{(', nmenc"I or rc>pra 
a .such ortlrnanccs and resolutions ~s it f'hnll c1Pem 
r?:d1entfo1· the g~vcmment a~c1 gooc1 orc1C'r of the city, for the pro-
tection of the public ancl pubhc healtli f .J. 1 · 1. t 1. ti . . · , com ml i:nH sa· <! v, · or 1e 

·suppression of vice am1 illtemperanee • 1 tl . · f . · · ant 1e prcnmhon o . crnnr. 

Cl'l'Y Oli' VIRGINIA. 29 

It sha11 have power and authority to declare and impose penalties and 
punishments for Yiolation of ordinances ancl resolutions, and to enforce 
the same against nny person who rnny Yii1late the. same; am1 all such 
m•clinances ancl resolutions .. not inl'orn,istent with the constitution and 
laws of this state, nor of the United States, are hereby c1eclarcc1 to have 
foll force of law. For these purposes the city council shall have speci
:lie imthority, b;y ordinance; 

First. To regulate the 11se of anc1 to prevent and remove en
c:roachments into, upon or over streets, avenues, public grounds, public 
places, pnhlic streams anc1 waters, nnd to prevent injury thereto and 
prohibit the imp1·oper use thereof. 

Seconcl. To regulate and prevent tlrn throwing or depositing o:f 
a:;:hes. puper, 1•cfuse, offal, dirt, garbage, or any other offensive matter 
oi· obstructions in or upon any street., avenue, alley, public ground, 
place or public stream or ·watel'S. 

'rhinl. 'l'o requirl' the owner or occupant of any premises to keep 
tho sidewalks along or in front of the same free from obsh-uctions and 
to rcmow snow, 11irt or rubbish therefrom, and to authorize the removal 
thereof at th<' expC'nsc oi such owner or occu1m11t, anc1 to assess the cost 
0£ such remonl against saic1 premises. 

Fourth. 'l'o regulate the making and maintaining of 011enings and 
excaYations in streets, alleys, publie grournls, arnl public places for the 
laying of gas ancl water mains anc1 pipes, construction o.f sub-ways and 
conduits, anc1 for 0H1er purposes; and to rcgnhlte Urn huilrling and 
m11intai11ing of sewers., tunnels and drains, and the construction and 
use of all shuchm,:,::, com1nits aml electric conductors, o:f every kind, 
nnc1emcath flrn streets, alleys, siaewalks, public grouml& and IJlaces 
of the city, anr1 to regulate, arn1, if it is c1eemetl ne>cessaiJ, to pro
hibit the C'Onstruction anr1 111aintni11ing of coal holes, man 11oles and 
hatch-way::; ancl other opmings in the sidewalks, streets and alleys 
and the ~overillgs and guards thereof. 

Ifrfth. 'l'o regulate and provide for the removal or destruction 
throughout the city or in sncb clistrids or on sueh streets ancl avenues 
a11c1 in such mmmcr as the cnnncil may dircet, 01" any antl all swill, 
offal, garbage, ashes, street sweepings, bamynrd litter, manure, rub
bish, anc1 the contents of privy nmlts_, cess pools aml sinks, c1ecaying 
tmimals matter anc1 dead animals, or auy other foul 01· unhealthy 
mnterinl, and to provide for the remoYal, to a point beyond the city 
limits, of any and all such matter or tliings; ancl tl1c city council is 
hereby authorizerl and empnwcn1c1 to make and ente;r into contracts 
with ·persons or corporatio11s for such removal o:f such material and 
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substances or any of tht>m, upon such terms and conditions as it may 
deem best ancl :for any time not to exceed two ~·ears. 

Sh:th. To J)WYide for and regulate tho constrndion and use of 
11avements, sidewalks) cross-wallcs, curbs and gutters. 

Seventh. To regulate anc1 prevent the use of streets, alleys, side
walks and public gTounds for sign:;, sign-posts, awnings, awning-posts, 
Mcgraph,· telephone and electric light poles, hor:=:e troughs, racks an<l 
other obsttuctions, the }JOsting ancl t1istributing of hancl bills anc1 ad
vertisements; fo remove and abate any nuisance, ohshnetion or en
croaelunent upon the walks, streets, alleJs and public gronncls. am1 reg
ulate anc1 prevent the encumbering of the same with ,<llticles, boxes, 
lumber or nny. other things; to provide for and re1,.:r11late the erection 
of hitching :posts anc1 rings for fastening horses, and to prohibit the 
same in any })ortion of the city. 

Eighth. To regulate and prohibit the exhibition or carrying of 
banners; 1minting, posting, distributing or 11lncin1t of 1ilacards, ac1-
,ertisements, hanc1 bills or other articles upon telegraph, tek>phonc or 
c,~ectric light poles, or in or u1lon the sh'~ets, alleys, sidewalks and pnlJ
lm places, also to regulate and control or prohibit the p1aeing of poles 
therefor or the suspending electric light or other wires nlong or across 
any of the streets or other public p)accs of said rity, anrl to require 
any already placed or suspendetl, oiiher in limited clistriefa or through
out the entire city, to be removed or placed in such manner a1-1 it maY 

. desig11ate b~ueath !he streets ancl side walks of the· r.itr, aiu1 to comp~l 
the proper msulahon of all electric lig,ht wires and ot1wt ,dres in u~e 
within the city. 

. Ninth. To regulate anc1 pl'Cvc·nt the flying of flag~-:, banners, ancl 
s1gns ~cross nr over t:1~ streets, alleys and puhlfo places; and to regu
late, license or pmlnb1t the <'OJ:Jshuction and use of hillboarcli; ancl 
signs adjacent to or neat the streets, alleys and public places or upon 
any vacant lot or other property; 

. Tenth. 'l'o rerllate and prohibit traffic and 1,alc upon the strc,ets, 
sidewalks and p11bhc plaC'es. · 

Eleventh. To reg l t tl . n a e · w speecl of horses ant1 othPr animals, 
b1cycles cars locomotivel'l auto111 1 ·1 1 · · · · . . ' ' . . ', o ll es anc othc;r reluele~ w1tlnn tho 
lnmts of the c1+-, and to con1pel , • . '-'' persons to fasten then horst>s or other 
ammals attachec1 to vehicles, or otherwise ,.,I ·1 t 1 · · tl •t , t 

11 · 1,1• l , r 11 e R anr mg In lC R ICe S, 
a eys or puu ic p aces al~o to IJroy1· 1 J! • . ·· , . . ' " . · le .i:or, p1·esr-r1he, anc1 regulate the 
e1echon of lntchmg }Josts :rings 01· f t · · · . . ' , as enmg::i for horses or other am~ 
mals, and to proh1b1t the same in . · - • 
a]l · d bl' . · any portion of the street~, 8ltluwalks, 

eys., an pu 1c grounds. 
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Twelfi:h. To regulate ancl prescribe the maximum weight of a 
Joac1 to he drawn over any bridge or street in the, city, and to clirect 
upon what sheets heavy loaded vehicles or traction engines may lie 
clnnrn or prope~lecl, and from what streei.s, bridges, alleys and 1mblic 
pla<'es the same may be excluded, 

Thirteenth. To regulate ancl control, in a manner not contrary 
to any specific provisions on the subject contained in this charter, the 
c.•xercise by an>· person or corporation, of ant public franchise or priv
flege in any of the streets or public plnces in the city, whether such 
franchises or privoleges ha,e been gruntctl by said city or by the state 
of niinnesota or any other authority. 

Fourteenth. To name anc1 change the name of streets, alleys and 
0t her public places. 

Fifteenth. 'l'o regulate anc1 prohibit the use of- all clitches, drains, 
sewer,\ privies and cess-pools within the city, or in such portion of 
t11e eity as it may designate., and to compel sewer connections in such 
portions, and to make the same ancl to assess the cost there'of on the 
propert,Y so connected. 

Sixteenth. To rC'gulate the numbering 0£ house&., buildings anc1 
lfJts., ancl to eompel the owllCrs of houses and other buildings to have., 
th<> numbers of such houses aucl other buildings Rhown conspicuously 
thereon or adjacent thereto. 

Seventeenth. To prevent anrl rc•gu1ate 01· prohibit the locating, 
C'Onsiruction ancl laying of street railway tracks in, uncler or over any 
sheets, alleys or nublic p1aees; proviclec1 that i£ shall grant all pub1i~ 
franchises anc1 rights over, unc1cr or upon public sheets ancl high 
ways of the city only to snch partfes as will contribute to the city the 
g:reatest amount of money for antl give the best service in the exercise 
of the same. 

Eightcxmth. To prorick• for anc1 changu the location, gracle and 
Prossing of any rail:·oad, ancJ to compel railroad companies to lower 
and bridge over thPir tracks ancl to fonee their respective railroads, or 
any portion of thG same, anc1 to construct cattle g1rnrcls on the streets 
anrl public 1·oarls, nncl keep tbc same in repair within the limits of the 
eity. Jn cai::e any railroad company fails to comply with ?HY such or
dinance it shall be liahl,e for all c1amager,; to the 011·11cr of any cattle, 
horses or cJomeRtic animal::i whieh he may r,;u1:1tain by reason of injuries 
thereto ,rhile on the tracks of such Tailroacl company, in like manner, 
nnc1 extent aR under the general laws of the state relative to the 
fencing of railroacls; and actions to recoyer such clamao-es mav be in-

... 0 I, 

stituled before any justic-e of .the peace or other court of competent 
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• • 3• u· 1 -r80 to reo:ulat-0 or prohibit the, whistling of locomotives, 
JUl'lS(llC on. .l:Ui O ' 

· 1 tl 1·s ,J1n,•Q'e· o. f sto-1m .cinders, sparks ,md c1ensc smoke therefrol1l, ant 1e t 1.c ,.,_" . , , . . 
and to clcsignntc the kind of coal_ a~y yard or. sw1td1 engme may con-
snme while operating within the limits of the c;ty. 

~ineteenth. To require railroad. compa~11es to ke<'p fiag111en m~c1 
erect, and maintain gates at 1·aHroad crossmgs of streets or pubhc 
Jlaces, anc1 to regulate and prohibit the obstruction _or streets, alleys 
;md • ot1ier public places by raHroacl h·ains, cars or engine~, ancl to pro
Yid~ protection against injury to P:l'~ons and property m the use 0£ 
~ueh railroad ancl to prevent, prolnb1t, control ancl regulate the land
ing antl con;eyance of paupers. and persons in tlestitnt~ cornlition in~o 
said city, not lrn.ving a legal settlement or reslclence th:rem, ))Y any ra1l
i·oad train, or other mcm1s of conveyance, ant1 to reqmre that such per
f>ons shall lle taken backto the place from whence they may haw hc:n 
hrougllt by the person or J)ersons conveying or foaying them in said 

dty. 
• Twentieth. To • compel and require railroac1 companies to make 

and keep open and to repair dikhes, drains, sewers, ancl culverts along 
aml uncler theil' railr-0ac1 tracks, so that filthy and stagnant watc>r can
not stand on their grouncl or right-of-way anll so that the natural 
drainage of adjacent property shall not be impeclecl. 

Twenty-first. 'l'o l'cstrain tl1e pollution 0£ the waters of any 
creek, rivet, pond_, lake or water comse within or acljacent to the dty; 
to prevent tlie dumping of re£use or other matt-er therein, an~ to 
provic1c for the cleansing ancl purificatio11 of watel', water conrses ancl 
canals anc1 the draining and filling of porn1s 01· vools on pl'ivate prop
erty whenever necessary to 1n·cvcnt ·or aliate nuisances and to compel 
the owner or occupant of any building or grounds to Temove from 
the premjses owned or occupied by him all such offensive substances 
a;.: the citv council or the Bonrc1 of Health mav clircct, ant1 11pon his 
defimlt to" authorize the removal or tlestrnction thereof by some officer 
of the city at the expense of saic1 owner or occupant. 

'.l1wenty-seconcl. To compel the owner of low ground where water 
is liable to collect or become stagnant to fill or drain such low places, 
ancl upon his default to authorize SJ.lCh chaining or :filling at the ex
pense of such owner, and to make the ex1Jense of the clP:,lruction or 
removal of such substance specili.ccl in subclMsion 21, or cxpeni:;e of 
filling or c1rnining any ~Lteh low ground, a lion 11pon t1ic property ,from 
which such substances are removecl or dc8troyed, or in which said low 
grom1c1 is filletl or t1rained, and to make a special assessment 101• the 

,/ 
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same upon such property, to be colleetecl as other special assessments 
aTe collected. 

'fwenty-third. 'l'o fix foe amount, terms and manner of issing li
censes not inconsistent with the law ancl subject to the provisions of 
this Charter; provi(1ed, that no licmse shall be issued for a longer 
fol'm than one year. 

Twenty-fourth. To license anr1 regulate or prohibit conductors 
of gifts, fire, auction or bankrupt sales, itinerant merchants and trans
ient venc1ers of merclrnndise, anc1 tax the proceeds of theil' sales, and 
to license and l'egulate Tm1ners, agents nncl solicitors for stages~ caTs, 
vessels, public houses or other things or persons. 

Twenty-fifth. To license ancl regulate or prohibit anc1 to suppress 
billiard, pool, pigeon hole fables, pin alleys, bowling• alleys, shooting 
galleries, taverns and victualing hom:es. 

Twenty-sixth. To license anc1 regulate the exhmition of common 
sl1ow men and shows of all kinc1s, and the exhibitions of caravans, 
menageries, circuses, concerts, theatrical performances, skating rinks 
ancl all places of amusement anc1. museums for entrance into which 
money is cliarged. 

Twenty-seventh, To license and regulate auctioneers, second-]1anrl 
clealers and junk dealers ancl to compel all such persons to keep such 
records of their transactions as it nrny r1irect, and make rep01-t thereof. 
To clefine, license anc1 regulate pawnbrokers ancl intelligence and em
ployment offices and agents, anc1 to compel such pawnbrokers> intelli
gence anc1 employment agents and the persons cononcting such intel
ligence and employment offices to girn bond with such suretief'. as the 
said common council may provicle in a sum not to exceec1 five tho11sanr1 
dollars, conditi.one11 for t1ie payment of any anr1 all <1amages which 
any person may s11stain by reason of t11e improper or wrongful acts or 
omissions of such paw·nbrokers or intelligence or employment agents 
ju such· capacity or by reason of an~r false foformation given by such 
agent ancl any person injured hy any of such improper or wrongful 
ac-ts or omissions or false information rnay sustain an action on such 
l)oncl against such pawnbroker or agent arnl saicl sureties in any court 
having jurisdiction thereof. 

Twenty-eighth. To license and Tegnlatc news boys, boot blacks, 
fortune tellers, clairvoyants., astrolog-if;ts, and ma~sage cloctors. 

Twenty-ninth. To lirense arnl l'E'{.."ulafo nr prohibit ]iack men, 
c1raymen, expressmen, port('rs and all other persons engaged in carry
.fog passengers, baggage or freight, aml to Tegulute their charges there
for, ancl to prescribe standing places or stations within the streets or 
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near railway stations where the· same may remaiu wl1ile waiting for 
busine&'>, anc1 to prohibit the same from standing or waitiug for busi
ness at any other place than the places so prescribet1. 

Thirtfoth. To license and 1·egulate nll peddlers, book agents, can
vassers, street hawkers, venders and public cryers doing business in th~ 
city. 

Thirty-first. To tax, license and r0srulate distillers, breweries and 
pawn brokers. 

Thirty-second. To license and regulate the sale of intoxicating 
Hquors, and the city council may designate within foe territory ju thE: 
dty mo1·e particularly devoted to tracle and mamrl'ncture tl1an to resi
dences, certain definite limits to be Imown as the patrol limits, wherein 
intoxicating liquors may be solc1, ancl. no l'\uch limit shall compriRc 
any territory de:voted more especially to rcsirlence than to trarle ancl 
manufachue, and no license s1rnll he gi·antecl to any person to keep 
or maintain a saloon or place where such liquor may be solcl outside 
of such limits ( except to regularly Iicensec1 il.rnggists to s<11l for mec1i
cina1, chemical 01· mechanical pmpoi-es, not to he used or drank upon 
the premises), and where such limits now ·exist or are, or shall h<' here
after established by law or ordinance, the same shall not ho enlaegc<1 
or addccl to except as follows: Upon a petition signecl by four-fifths 
( 4-5) of the owners 0£ real property within the territory sought to 
be included within such limit being presented to the city council, by 
a four-liffus ( 4-5) vote of all its members, i'he city coimcil mav in
clude such territory within sueh limiti::; 1frovirled th;t in no case· shall 
a license be granted by the city council of such city to any person or 
persons to vencl, dcal in or dispose of anr such liquors within a cl.is
tance of three lnmdred feet of any public school locatec1 within such 
limits. 

Thil'ty-thirc1. 'I'o license anc1 regulafo butcllC'rs' stall and shops, 
and stands :for the sale of game, poultry, meat, fish and perishable 
provisions, and to provide for the inspection of all animals, poultry 
and meats to be slaughtered, butcherccl or offerecl for sale in the citv 
of Virginia am1 to prevent the sale or offering for sale of any disease~1 
or unwholesome meats, poultry or fish in said city. 

Thirty-fourth. To license ancl regulate plumbers and to regulate 
sewer and water connections of all kinds anc1 the lavinO' of branch 

' t, 
sewel' and waterpipes. 

Thirty-iifth, To license, l'egulafo and eontrol or prohibit the 
carrying of concealed weapons and to provide for the confiscation of 
the same. · 
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Thirty-sixth. To regulate and license the keeping of dogs, and 
to prevent the same running at lurgc, and to authorize foe destruction 
tl1creof in a snmmary manner. 

Thirty-seventh. To reg11lai'e and preYent the storage of gun pow
der, dry pitch, rosin, coal oil, benzine, naptha, gasoline, turpentine, 
hemp, cotton, nitre-glycerine, or any product thereof., and other com
bustible or explosh-e materinls within the city, and the use thereof, and 
of lights in stables, shops all(} other places, and the building of bon
fires; and to regulate ancl l'l'Ftmin the use of firecrackers, torpedoes, 
roman canclles, sky rockets, and other fiTeworks; to prohibit the dis
charge of firearms, fire crackers., rockrts or other similar projectiles 
within the limits to he defined by the city council, and to designate 
lirnii's within which no exhibition or clispluy · of fireworks s1rnll he 
made. 

Thirty-eighth. To provide for the licensing of h9use movers and 
to prescribe the time and mann<:>r of moving lrnildings in the public 
sheets or the city. 

Thirty-ninth. To prevent and suppresi; riots, bouts, affrays, dis
turhance.s, disorclerly assemblies., roc·k iiglits, clog fights, sparring 
matches anc1 all hrutnl or depraving <'XhibitionP. 01· sports. 

Fortieth. To restrain anrl punish vagrants, mendicants, street 
beggars, aml prostitutes, and to rrgulate bathing and swimming in 
watcm:: within the city limits, and to pr<'vent and punish drunkenness, 
fighting, assaults, batterie,1 and dii;,orclerh cornhtct and obscenitv in. the 
city; 1;nr1 to prohibit within the citI th~ circulation, sale or e~hibition 
or Jihelo11s., obscene ancl immoral publications, prints, pictures, adver
tisements and illnstratiorn,, nnc1 any printed mntfor naturally tenrling 
to provoke a breach of the peace or imriair i'he morals of the com
munity. 

Forty-first. 'l'o prohibit nm1 rnppres::t bawdy m1d clisorclerly l1ouscs 
and houses of ill fame anr1 aissignation within the limits of the city, 
am1 to provide for tllC' nrrest anr1 punis1m1Pnt of the keepers, inmates, 
anr1 patrons thereof, anrl persons who visit the same for lowcl or hnmor
ul purposes. 

Forty-second. To resirain and prohihit lotteries, anc1 to prohibit 
nJl t1escriptions of gamhlinp: nnd playing- carc1s, dice, hazal'Cl, rou
lette, slot machines anr1 other gamrR· of clunwe; the use of the black
boards, lists and tickC'tf1 for· tlw pmposc of gambling·; all pool rooms 
and betting rooms; anrl the i-rlling of pools anc1 making of books 011 
horse rares or otlwr confo:::ti:; rral or :fictitious; to suppress and 
prohibit all moc1mnisms m1cl devices usec1 for gambling or betting; to 
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prohibit ull fraud\uent practices ancl the use of fraudulent devices, aml 
to authorize the destruction oi' ull instrmnenh, used for the purpose 

of. gambling, or other unlawfol purposes aforesaiil. 
ForiJ-thircl. To prevent the running ut large and regulating the 

p~nning
1 

hercling and treatment of hotses, mules, sheep, cattle, swine 
_And poultry and othe1• animals, ancl authorize the imponntling aml 
~ale. of such animals or poultry when founcl running at large con
trary to ordinance, anu to :fi..x the limits within which no S'l'inc shall 
be kept, also to prevent and prohibit all persons from ric1ing or driv
•ing any ox, mule, cattle or other animal on ·the sic1ewalks·-or other 
public grounc1s or property in said city, or in any way doing any dam
age to such sidewalks,. ground or property. 
. Forty-fo11,rth. To regulate ancl prevent the cutting of ice.> in wa
ters ,jn 01• adjacent to the city, and to compel the erection of fence~ 
arouncl all ice cuttings, and to 'prevent the sale of impure ice within 
t110 city. 

. Forty-fifth. To establish and regulate the location oJ' markets 
·a1~d market }10uses and to provide for the use thereof. 

Forty-sh:th.- To rngulatn the su1e and mnkin,r of lirem1, and 

p:'escrib~ the w:ight and quality of the brcacl in the loaf, arnl to pro
nde for the seizure ancl forfeih1re of brea11 baked contr<}rV thereto. 

Forl:y-st:!venth. '11
0 pi-otid_e £or unc1 reg:nlatt• the i~spection of 

n-~eats, p~ultry, ~sh, game, butter, cl1ecse, larrl, eggs, vegetnhles, flour 
me~l, milk, fnuts nnd other provisions, ancl to provide for the 
fokmg anc1 summarily destroying of anv snch pl'Ov:isions which are 
unsound, spoiled. or llnwholesomc>, and · to l'e!!nlatc or JJrcm•nt the 
b .. 'tth' "' rmgmg m o e city anc1 ha·l'ing or keeping of such 1111soum1 or un-
w·holesome Jll'oduct :. 

Fortv-eighth To }Jr · ~ J! . ~ · . · ovicle .i:or and regulate the place a111l manner 
of wmgfong hav and str-•w anc~ 11. . • • "" -L 8e mg the same, and J11easurmg 
and sellmg firewood, coal ancl lime. 

Forty-ninth. To provide for a stmHlarcl of weirrllts antl mea-
sures and for the insrJeciion a l 1· "" . · nc sea mg of all wei<rllts ancl measures 
ancl to enforce the keepincr anl b "' • o t use y venders of proper wr.1ghts am1 
measures duly testetl and seale<l. · 

Fiftieth. To prescribe tli 1· •t . . . • · .0 inn ·s within wlnrh wooden 
bu1lclmcrs .shall not be erected , l · 

• • 0 d t r · 01 Paced, nor rcpairec1 w1thont. pt:!r-
~is~;on; 

1 
an d O orect that all and any bnilcli11o·t:l ,vithin snch fise 

;~~) s, w ien t anr~;c1 by fire, decay or otherwise t~- the extent of fifty 

P
\escrii:· trn o : . ie £value shall be torn down and removecl, an<l to 

1 1e :manner o ascertaining such damarres. and to proviile for 
0 , 

i 

"-' 
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requiring the owners of buildings or other structures, which slwll ha..ve 
been clcstroyed or partially destroyed by :fire or otherwise, to take the 
same 01· any part thereof clow11, to prewnt· accident, and in case of 
refusal or negleet of said owners to so take the sanrn down when or
clerecl by the officers designated by saiu city council, then to cause> 
the sa111e to be done at tho expense of the owner, the cost thei-eof to 
be macle a spccdal assessment on the land on which said buildings

shmcl, and rollecterl as other special assessments. 
FiHy-1irst. To prohibit and prevent the erection or maintenance 

of insecure or unsafe buildings, walls, stacks or chimneys within the 
dty limits and to provide :for their :mmmars aba.tement; and to 1·eg-
11late the eonstrurtion of all builcUngs, chimneys anc1 stacks within the 
iirn limifo of said city nml by such regulations to prescribe the depth 
or cellars, the material aml methoLl of construction of founclations ancl 
foundation walls ancl area walls, the manner oJ' construction and loca
tion of drains aml sewer pi1ies, the thickn~i:;s, material and construc
tion of party waUs, partitions and outsicle walls, the size, material 
nm1 construction of :floor beams. girders, piers, cohunns, roofs, chim
neys, flue:; ancl heating apparatus, aml all other pads of the structure, 
mid to apportion arid adjust such regulation::; to tho size ancl height of 
the builclings to be erecictl; to rl'gnlate the roUBtrnction and location 
of prhies ancl vaults in such buildings; to prohibit tlie construction 
cf builclings within said limit}\ not conforming to the prescribed regn· 
latiorn;; to proYidc :for the appoinhnent of an inspector or inspectors 
of buildings within said limits, ancl to require all persons intending 
to erect builclings therein first to submit to such inspector or inspec
tors the· plans nnd specifications thereof, ancl to obtain from him oi: 
iht•m a permit ior the ereciion tllC'rcoi; ana to authorize such inspector 
or inspectow to enter, examine and inspect any building in process of · 
C'onstruction within said limits, nnd to direct the snspension of work 
cm anv such building, the construction or matel'ial ,rhereof does not 
e<mfnr~n to the prescribed regulations. Provic1c<1, howevel', that neither 
1-aid council nor any inspector of 'saitl city shall have the power to 
eoutrol 01· regulate the co11strnc-tion of any bnilding erected by the 

rnitccl States or the State o:1' }Iinnesota. 
Fifty-seconcl. To l'Pquire tlie owner or lessee of any building or 

strudurP now or hcreaflPr built in the city, to place thereon sncl1 
fire cscapc::1 allll applianees for protection again:;t or for the extinguish
rnent of fi.reil as it may dired, 11nd to require such owner or lessee 
tc clo 

11
ny ac:t nrcessary or ,l<lYi:-:nhll' to l('ssen the clanger to huma11 

lifo in cni,;e of fire, or acPi<knt, al:-10 to regnla.te lodging, tenement and 
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apartment houses, hotels and restaurants and to prevent the over
crowding of .the same and to require the same to be put ancl kept in 
proper sanitary conditicn. 

Fifty-third. To 11rnvent the dangerous construetion ancl condition 
of chimneys, :fire places, hearths, stoves, stovepipes, ovens ancl boilers, 
a11d apparatus used in and about any building or manufactory, and to 
cause the same to be removed or placed in a sa:fc condition when con
sidered dangerous; to regulate and prevent the carrying on of manu
:factures, dangerous in cuusing or permitting :fires. 'l'o prevent the- de
positing of ashes, or accumulation 0£ shavings, rubbish or other com
bustible material in unsafe places. And to cause all such buildings 
aud enclosures ns may be in a dangerous state to. be placecl in a. safe 
condition, and to make JJrovisions to guard against :fire and to prevent 
the· spreading of fues. 

Fifty-fomth. To regulate the operation of blasts and blasting 
and the construction, location anc1 operation of derricks, winc1Iasses, 
freight and passenger elevators, and other mechanical structures ancl 
apparutus or operations lrnzardous to life or property. 

Fifty~:fi:fth. To declare what shall be a nuisance, to abate the 
same, and to ini-1Jose fines upon pal'ties who may create, continue ur 
su:ff er nuisances to exist. 

Fifty-sbdh. To provide £or and compel the reporting aml l'e
cording of all births and deaths within the citv. 

Fifty~seventh. 'l'o regulate 01· prevent the lmrial 0£ the dead 
within the city, anc1 to 1·egulate ancl detel'minc the manner in which 
bodies, having ?een buried in a vault or tomb or other place for the 

. purp~se of burial, may be removed, and to n'gulate aml conh~ol the, 
loca~1011 o:f cemeteries ancl crematories, and to vacate and cause the 
removal of bodies intol'l'ed in any cemetery not existing according to law. 

Fifty-Eighth. . To direct the loeation and I'l'gulafo the manage
ment ~ud construction of stock yard~, slaughter houses, packing }muses, 
rnnclerws_. tallow chandlers, storehouses for liic1es, bone or glue- ]iouses, 
gas works, soap factories, dye houses and tannerie~, within the limiti, 
of the city, or within a distance 0£ one :mile wiUrnut the limits tlrnreof. 

~ifty-ninth. ~o clir:ct the location ancl regulate the usi; arnl con
struction of bre,1:cmesj. d:spensar~es, stables, liYery stahlefl, blacksmith 
shops and founclrics w1t111n the city limits. 

. . . Sixtieth· ,'1-'0 cleelare '"?rnl; is a nuisance anc1 to prohibit 
fons1ve or un>\11olesome busm0ss or n~tabl·i 1 t 't] • tl 

. . . '"· S lllH1ll . ,n . 11n . 1e 
mthm one nnlc of the limits of tbe city. 

any of
crly or 
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Sixty-first. To compel the owner of any grocery, cellar, or soap 
ancl tallow clrnndlery, pig sty, privy, or other unwholesome or nox• 
ious house or 1J1ace, to cleanse, abate or 1·cmove the same, and to l'egu
late and prC!scribe the location thereof. 

Sixty-second. To regulate or prohibit the Jrneping of any lum• 
her yard, and the places 0£ }Jiling timber, wood, and other combusti-
ble material within the fire 1imits of said city and to require any 
person maintaining any lumber, shingles or lath piles or mill wood 
yards in the city to remove the same when they become dangerous to 
any building or buildings or other property near the same. 

Sixty-thin]. 'fo establish and enforce l'Ules for the • use and 
regulations of all buildings maintained by the city. 

Sixty-fourth. To preyent and regulate the rolling of hoops, pla,y
ing of ball, flying of kites or any other anmsement or practice having 
,t tendeney to annoy }Jersons 011 t)1e streets or sidewalks, or to frighten 
horses, antl to regulate the use of bicycles and other vehicles on the 
:-;iclewalks and sh·eets. 

Sixty-fifth. To c1o all acts and make all regulations which may 
be necessary and expedient for the preserration of health and the 
illlppression of diseasi;, and to make regulations to prevent the introcluc-' 
tion of contagious, infectious or other diseases in the city, and to 
make quarantine laws, and to enforce the snmc within the city, and 
to regulate, pTev(mt and control the landing of persons, baggage, mer• 
ch::mdise or property from cars, boats or other conveyances, whereon 
arc infectious or contagions diseases or disoriiers, and to make sucl1 
disposition of such person or pro1x·rty as to preserve the health of the 
city, anu to prevent infected cars, boats or other comeyances from 
cmnino- within or near the limits of the C!it,r, arnl to regulate hospi
tals a~cl pest houses within the city. · 

SixiJ-sixth. To establisI1 and re1-,'1.1late public wells, cisterns, hycl• 
rnnfa aml reservoirs, fouutaini; arnl watc•ring- troughs. 

Sixty-seventh. 'l'o regulate and control the quality and mea• 
1:<urement of gas, arnl to presc•ribe an<l enforce regulations for the man
ufacture ancl distribution of gal,(, and to inspect gas and gas meters, 
ancl to control and regulnte the measurement aml use 0£ electricity and 
rlectrical apparatus for the furnishh1g of light, heat, aml power in 

the city. 
Sixtfeighi:11. To establish offiC'es for inspectors, weighers, gaug

Cl'S, scalers, e1edriciani-, 1~:arket mastt,rs, wharf masters, qu~rnntine 
masters and snrh other oflwerl'l us may be nccet1sary to carry mto ef
fect the inspection laws of the city and the powers herein granted; 
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d. t . e-·,ate the duties •Of said officers and to authorize anc1 direct an or gw, . . . . .. 
· said o:fficers to · enforce and carry mto effect the prov1S1ons of any or-

dinQ.D.Ce passed llereunder. . 
Sixty-ninth. To prohibit and pumsh cruelty to anill1;als . and :o 

require the places wlere such animals are kept to be mamtamed m 
healthful condition; and to protect birds and harmless wild animals, 
and to inspect and regulate dairies ancl dairy proclucts, and to regu-

late persons engaged in selling milk w~t11in. the . city. . 
Seventieth. To regulate and reqmrc licenses to be obtamed for 

the pursuit and prosecution of such occu1~ation .or kind of b~1siness 
not hereinbefore expres;ly referred to anct }Jrovuled £or, as m tJ1e 
011inion of the city couneil may require xeg11lation, an.cl, in general, to 
adopt all such measures and to estublish all such xegnlations, in cases 
where no express provision is l1ereinbefore made, as the city council 
shall from time to time cleem necessary for the promotion of the 
health, comfort and safety of the inhabitants~ the l)Teservation of 
peace and. good oraer, the suppression of vice and the enhancement of 
public welfare in said city'. 

Seventy-fhst. To license, regulate ancl control foe employ
ment OT occupation of minors on the public streets aml other places. 

Seventy-secona. To compel the owners or keepers of vacant 
property within the cify limits, to keep the same clear of any brush, 
timber, or other material or substance, liable to receive or communi
cate fire to atljoining property1 andin case the ow11er or owners of suci1 
property shall neglect or ref:jse to remove the same within ten clays 
after being notified so to do hy the city council, either personally or 
by one publication in the official 11ewspaper of the city, the city coun
('il shall have the authority to have the same clone at the expense of 
the owner or owners, and in casa such owner or owners shall refuse 
to pay such expense, shall have the ricrl1t to assess the same against 
• - t, • 

saicl property, and to make, enforce am1 collect such assessments as 
other assessments for local improvements for benefits are made, enJ 
forced and collected. 

Seventy-third. To provicle for tha- lew ancl collection of poll 
tax within the city. · 

SEC'l'ION 100. OTHER POWERS. The city council shall 
~rescribe by ordinance all regnlations pToper ancl necessary to cal'ry 
mto effect any and all 1>owcrs granted bv this charter, ancl may 
ptovide by such orclina11ces for the punis1;~11cnt of the violation of 
any of the same by subjecting the offender to pay a :fine not to exceed 
one lnmdrea ($100.00) dollars, or to lie confined and kept at harc1 la~ 
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bor in the work house of the city, or upon the public works, ox to be 
confined in any place of confinment maintainecl by the city, or in 
case tlwre is no snch place, . then to be confined in the county jail 
of this county, not to exceed the term of three months, and may pr,o
vicle that such imprisonment may be cumulatiye or for an indefinite 
form, not to exceed three months subject to suspension or termination 
by reason of or during good behavior of the person so impxisonecl. 

SECTION 101. REVOCATION OF LICENSE. The city 
council shall have power to revoke any license grantea by it. 

SECTION 102. GRANTING OF FRANCHISES, ETC. No 
perpetual franchise or privilege shall ever he granted; nor shall any 
exclusive franchise or privilege be granted unleEs the question of grant
ing the same shall hnYe- been first snbmittccl to the qualified voters 
of the city and adopted b~· a majority voting at such election on the 
question, nor in such case for a longer perioc1 than twenty-five yeai·s. 

SECTION 103. PROTECTION OF STREETS. It shall 11ave 
tho power to punish any person wilfully damaging any sidewalk, pave
ment or appurtenance to t11e water works or sewerage· system, or to any 
other property in or upon the public worlIB of the city, and shall have 
power to punish interference with or the withholding any property of 
the city by any officer thereof, or any }Jarty, nnc1 to require any 
officer, member or employee of any aepartment to produce the books 
and accounts thereof at any time :for inspection anc1 examination, and 
at the expiration of the time for which electec1, appointed or employecl, 
to turn over the same and all property in his poSSC'Ssion to the proper 
custodian thereof or to his succC':;:sor in office, and to require reports 
at any time :from any person of the condition or operation of tl1e 
busin0ss under Ms management. 

SECTION 104. APPOINT::'IIEN'l' BY BALLOT. The appoint~ 
ment of anv officer by the city council shall requfre the affirmative 
vote of a m;jority of all its member~, taken hy ballot, or by Toll call 
and recorc1ecl by the clerk. 

SECTION 105. I1ETTING OF CONTRACTS. It shall have 
power to let contracts for tho erection, improvement and repafr of any 
oJ' the- 1mblic works or builcli11?s of the city, a~cl for the per~orman:e 
or anv work required to be tlono, and materrnl to be furms1ml 111 

carrvi;1o• into e:x:ecntion its powC'rs and tho operations of its depart
ments, i:,e:x:ccpt as in the charter specifically provided otherwise. 

I;rovfrled, 1wwever, that the city council may . autl10rize the 
doing of the same by the cmployes of foe cii:;y unaer the direction of 
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the aeparhncnt in charge 0£ such work or building wheu cost thereof 
shall not cxceecl three hundred ($300.00) dollars. 

And pl'ovided; that where proposals have been received_ for_ the 
doing of any :public work, i£ the lowest of_ sucl~ propos~ls 1s 111?'.1:r 
than the esthnate of the cost of sneh work, the city couucnl may, 1£ it 
deem it ror the best interests of the city S(); to clo, by a two-thirds vote 

0.r all its members elect" clil'ect such work to be clone by day's labor. 
SECTION 106. ADVBR'I'ISE:M:ENTS. lt shall let n.o con

tract for the pe{·formance o.f work or the furnishing of material or 
supplies or property ( except for the purchase of necessary real . prop
e1-ty) or lighting· service involving the expenditure of more than. one 
hundred. ($100.00) dollars by the city, nor authorize the purchase, 
or sale of any p:i:operty of a greater value than one hundrecl ($100.00) 
dollars, nor grant any puMic franchise, nor authorize the sale or nego
tiation of any bond or evidence of indebtedness issued by the city, 
r.or designate any depository for the public money of the city, ex
cept upon advertisementsfor proposals thereof as provided by law. 

SECTION. 10',. CONTRACT 'l'O L0WES'.P BIDDERS. It 
· shall let all such contracts to the lowest resuonsible bidder who will 

.· enter into the contract arul give security :fo1• "nm performance thereof, 
and sliall let no contracts to any party in default to the city in the 
performance or by reason of any other contract. It shall sell all prop~ 
erty, bonds and other evidences of indebtedness only to the highest 
l1idder for. ca1;1h therefor, and shall not sell or negotiate any such bond 
or evidence of inc1ebtec1ness below its par value, the snme being its 
face 'i'Ulue and accruecl interest. It shall designate as city depoBitories 
only such duly incorporated banks ot trust companies in this state 
as shall furnish the boncl.s required by fow, anil s1iall be satisfactory 
to the city council. 

SECTION 108. BO:Nl)S. OF CONTRACTORS. It sliall rc
qui:re of every party entering into a contract with the city or any 
of its clepartments or accepting any license, immunity, privilege or 
franchise from or under the city pursuant to any powe1· 01· authority 
heroin vested) a bond to be approved by the city council for tbc full 
and faithful perior1nance o:I: such conhacts or the just and law£ul 
exercise of the po"'ers anc1 privileges conferred, which boncl shall he 
sufficient in amount to inc1emni:fy the city against any loss or clanrngG 
th~t m~y be sustai~ec1 by a breach of contract, or any wrong com
nntted m the exerc1se of such power or privilege. 

SECTION 109. ADVERrrISlNG FOR PROr0SALS. Every 
advertiselllcnt for proposals shall be m~t1e by publication in the offi-
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cial newspaper of the city, at least twice, of a notice containing a gen
eral description of the contract to be let or the 11roperty to be pur
chased or sold) or boncl or other indebtedness to be negotiatecl, or :funds 
to be deposited, or franchise to be granted., and shall invite sealed pro
posals therefor, which proposals shall be filed with tlie city clerk at 
such time as shall be designatecl in saitl advertisement, not less than 
one ( 1) week, aiter the last publication. All proposals shall he opened 
and read by the city clerk in tlie presence of the city council before 
any of the same are acted on or accepted. 

SECTION 110. DESIGNA'.l'ION" OF OF·FICIAL PAPERS. 
'fhe city co1mcil shall ~nually, at its secoml 1·egular meeting in Jan• 
uary or as soon thereafter as practicable:, designate some newspaper 
printed in the English language, which is, and shall have been prin
ted, published and of general circulation il1 the city, :for one (lj 
year prior to its designation as the official paper of the city, a~d 
:shall let the contract for publishing the ordinances and other pubhc 
notices required by law to s1tch newspapers, ns other contracts are re-. 
quired to be let. 1rhe council shall -also at such meeting name two (2) 
or more ll'o-al newspapers publislml in said city, if there be two or 
more legal 

O 

newspapers published therein, in which the proceedings 
of said council shall be published at a total cost of not to exceed 
one legal rate and each such newspaper so publii;bing such proceedings 
shall receive an equal ancl })roportionate part of the total amount 
allowed by the council, b~1t in no event shall any_ o~e ne,yspaper r:
ccivc more than one half the: legal rate :for pubhshmg such council 
proceeding. The compensation pak1 for prh:t~ng sha11 never _exceecl 
the amount allowed by law for legal advertismg. When.ever m the 
c-ity, no newspa1Je1· is' published, any paper print~d in the English _l~n
guage aml published in this county may he c1es1gnatecl as the o:ff1cial 

paper. . . . 
Ptovir1ed, that, if each and all proposals shall :fix a price m excess 

01 the maxinrnm as herein 1)l'ovicletl, or if no proposal shall be re
ceivecl or no newspapers shall a{'cept the publication of council pro
ceedin~s on said terms, then, in either event, the city council may 
aclopt such other mc~hods for pnb:imtion of orclinu~ces, . p1·oceeclings 
anc1 other matters as 1t ma.y cletermmo, the compensation., m no event, 
to exceed the amount herein providcfl. 

SECTION 111. POWER 'rO EN'I'ER PRIVATE 1'R0PER'l1Y. 
rt may authorize the ent;Y h:to _any la~cls or tenements :for the pur
pose of carrying into effect 1ts mspechon laws and may enter upon 
any land to lay any branch sewer or water main, or clrain any marsh, 

/J 
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or make any changes or erections in, upon, or about any water course. 
-_ SECTION 112. AUTHORITY TO REPAIR ROADS AND 
BRIDGES. The city council of this c~-ty, by a two-thirds vote of all the 
members-elect, shall have the power to builc1, repafr, arn1 maintain 
~oads ancl bricl_ges beyond the city limits into other towns and coun
ties, whenever tl1ey cleem it 11ropcr, and fix the amount and manner in 
which the appropriations for anch purposes shall be expcnc1ec1. 

SECTION 113. VACATION OF STHEE'l'S. The city coun
cil shall have the sole and exclusive power to vacate and uiscontinue 
public grounds, _ streets, alleys, or_ highways, other than parks ancl 
p11rlmays, within the city, and also all county, territorial and ~t!te 
roads, whether actually traveled and 11sec1 at the date of the peht10n 
for such vacation or not. No such vacation or discontinuance shall be 
g;anted or orc1erecl hy the city e01mcil except upon the petition of a 
ma.jorii-y of the owners, which petitioners mt1st own a majority of the 
prope:cty fro1ttage, and also a majority of the Janel and improvements 
thereon based u.pon actnal -value, l!pon the portion of the line of 
such public ground, street, alley o:i: highway pToposed fo be -vacated 
which rie±ition. nrovided fo:r in tllis sec.tion shn11 state the facts and 
reasons for such vacation and be accompanied by a plat of such 
public grounds, street, alley or llighway, county, territorial 'or state 
:road 1no_posed to be -vacated and shall be ,erifi.cd by the oath of one 
(1) of the petitioners. A corporation, wlietber c1omesi.ic or foreign, 
may, when interested, join in and -verify snch petition by any officer 
thereof.- The city council, if it deem it expedient ibat the matter be 
proceedec1 with, shall order tl1e pe:tition to be :6.lec1 o:f Tecorc1 with 
the city clerk, who shall give notioo by publication in the official pape1· 
0£ the city for four ( 4) weeks at least once a week, to the e:fl'ect 
that such petition bas been iilecl as a:foresaill, nncl stating in bl'ief its 
object, and that said petition wi11 be heard and eonsiaerec1 by Hie city 
council at a certain time and place thel'ein specified., not less than 
ten (10) c1ays :from the expiration of saicl publication. 'l'he city 
council at the time and place appointed, shall imestigate ancl con
sider such matter; anc1 shall hear the testimonv ancl evidence on the 
part of the parties interestec1, and thereuiJon, ~f ter hearing tlw same, 
may, by Tesolution paf:.sed by _ a throo-fonrths ( % ) vote of all the 
rnembers-elee~, ~eclare such public grounds, streets, alley or highway, 
co1mty, terntorial or state road vaeatec1, which resolution, shall, 
bef~re the same shall go into effect, be puhlishccl as in the case o:f 
or.d1nances, and th.erenpon a ha.nscript of such resolution anc1 of 
sa1d plat, duly certified hy the city clerk, shall, lJefore the same shall 
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take effect, be :file<l for record and duly rccordecl in the office o:f the 
r0gister of c1ecc1s of this county. - · 

SECTION 114. VACATION TO TAKE EFFBCT WHEN. No 
yacation shall take effect until the -value or the prnmises so vacated 
shall have been <1c1Jositecl in the treasury of the city, which value 
shall be :fixecl by a resolution of the city council by a three-fourths 
(%) yote of all the members-elect, and in no case s11all he less than 
the proportionate- average value of the ahuti'ing property. · 

Providcrl, in case the city council shall have approvec1 a plat 
embracing the premises proposed to be vacated, which plat dedicates 
to the public use, land equivalent in area and value to the premises 
sought to be vacated, then the city co1mcil may, by a three-fourth (¾) 
Yote of all its members, accept said plat and pass said resolution of 
vacation, and after snicl plat and resolution havB been recorded in 
e:aic1 Tegister of deeds office snid vacation sl1all be valid without 
the ,payment of any money into said city treasury. 

Proviuec1, further, however, that vacations and c1iscontinuances 0£ 
su.eh county, territorial or state roq£1 may be granted upon a petition 
of a majority of tbe owners of property through which the same or 
portions thereof sought to be vacatea exist, when such owners shall 
have plattec1 the same anc1 shall hayc provided in lieu o:f such road 
,:ufficient streets in foe opinion of the city council, of which fact 
the approval anc1 acceptance 0£ such plat and the resolution of vaca- _ 
tion shall, when reconlecL he conclusive evidence. 

SECTION 115. PROHIBITING RELIEF FROl( ASSESS
::\IEN'r, ETC. The city council shall not have the lJower to rclie,ve 
any citizen from the payment of any lawful tax, ass'essment, judg
ment, iinc or li.eense, bonc1 or security, nor to exempt him :from any 
1nm1en impo8ec1 upon him by law or orc1inance or to ordain the pay
nieni: of any demand not anthorizcc1 anc1 auditecl according to law. 
'fhc citv council shall not have power to orclain or authorize any com
promis; of any disputecl dernancl arising under contracts, or any al
lowance therefor or therein, except as provicletl in the contract therefor. 
The city council ~hall not have authority nor power to authorize 
or ordai~1 the payment of any damages or claim £or alleged injuries t~ 
persons or property except by reso]ution, alloptcd by a vote of two,. 
thirds (2-3) of all the members elect. 

SECTION 11G. roirPILATTON OF LAWS AND OR.DI
NANCES. The eity council may from time to time lll'o,iclc for tht:, 
compilation nrnl publicarion, in hook or pamphlet form, of thie 
charter, the ordinances aml regulations of t11c city, rules o:f the cit.y 
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council, police rules, regulations adopted by the boarc1 o:I: health, and 
such resolutions of the city council as it may designate ; and may 
provide :for The distribution Ly sale or otheTwfac of copies of such com
pilation and publication; and s1tch books or pamphlets ,c;o issued, pur
porting on the title page to have been publisliecl by authority of the 
city council and to contain the ordinances of the city or other matter 
fa this section above mentioned, shall be prima facie cvic1ence of theh 
contents hi all courts of this state; and in absence or evidence to the 
contrary1 all ordinances, rules, regulations and resolutions found 
therein shall be presumeil. to have been duly ancl legally passed, }Jro
nrnlgated. or adopted. Copies, duly C.frti:fied by the city clerk of this 
city, of .this chartei·, ordinances, or rules, r!}gulations or resolutions in 
writing or othe:r papers in his official custocly, or any records kept 
by him in his official capacity, shall also be received as prima facie 

, evidence of their contents in all courts o:f this state. When this 
charter has been so published a copy thereof s11all he kept for public 
inspection in at least six public places in the city, which shall include 
ihe public library, fire hall, and each public school. The District 
.Court QI this conllty~ the_ Mnnieipal Court of Uie City of Virginia, 
anc1 all J11stice Courts. of tbis County, shall take> judicial notice of 
this charter and all ordinances duly passet1 by the city council. 

SECTION 111J'. CARE OF STREETS. The citv council shall 
have and maintain an active care, supervision anrl control of all pub
lic Mghways, bridges, streets, alleys, 1mblic squares and grounds, 
as in this charter provided~ ancl all ot11er -public improvements am1 
public property within the limits of the city, and shall cause all 
streets which , have been opened and graded under the authority 
of the city or with its assent, to be kept open and in repair all(1 free 
from nuisances. 

SECTION 118. NOT LIABLE FOR IN,Jlffiillfl CAUSED 
BY RAILWAY CARS. The city shall he exempt from all liability 
or_ damage c~11sec1 by mihoads eithe1• to person or property, when saia 
raih·oad engmes or cars are passing u1ong, across, 1mder, over or 
upon any street, lane, alley or other public way within the limits 
of the city. ' 
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CHAPTER 6. 

INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL. 

SEC'l'ION 119. 'l'HE INITIATIVE. Any proposed orai
nance may be submitted to the council by a petition signed. by registered 
electors of the city equal in numbers to the percentages hereinaftel' 
i-cquired. The signatures to the 1mtition need not all be appended to on1; 
paper, but each signer shall ac1c1 to his signature, 11is place of resi
dence., giving the street and number. One of the signers of each 
such pnper shall make oath before an officer competent to admillister 
oaths, that the statements therein mar1e are tme< and that each 
signature to the paper appencled is the genuine signature of the 
pC'rson whose name purports to be therelmto subscribed. Within ten 
days from the elate of :filing such petition the city clerk slrnll examine 
anc1 from the poll list~ of the lust regular municipal election ascer• 
tain whci11Cl' or not suicl petition is signed by the requisite number of 
qualifiecl electors, and if necessary, the council shall allow him extra 
1wlp for that pmposci anc1 he shall attach to saicl petition 1iis certifi
cuto showing the result of saicl examination. If, by the clerk's cer
tificate, the petiti011 is shown t,o be insufficient, H may be amended 
within ten days from the c1ate of said cel'tificate. The clerk 
shall,, ,vitliin ten c1uys after such amendment, make lilce -examination 
of the amenr1ed petition, anc1 if his certificate shall show the same 
to be insufficient, it shall be rc>hnnec1 to the person :filing the same 
witho:nt prcjnc1ice, however, to the filing of a new· petition to tlm 
~urne effect. If the JJetition sliall he founc1 to be sufficient, the clerk 
shall submit the same to the council without delay. 

If the petition accompanying the proposec1 orc1inance lie signed 
by electors equal in numher to fifteen 1;er cept of the entire vote 
cast for all candidates for 1\foyor at the last preceding municipal 
c.>lection ut whirh a 1Inyor was eleetcc1, anc1 contains a l'eqnest that 
saitl ordinance be rmbmiltcd -fort11with to a vote of the people at a 
special election, then the council slrnll either: 

(a) Pass saicl orclinm1ce without alteration within twenty 
llays after the attachm0nt of the clerk's certificate of sufficiency to 
{he accompanying petition (r:1ibj0ct to a referendary vote under 
tlm })rovisions of Seciion (120 of this Charter) ; anc1 if the ordinance 
shall be pnssecl by the rouncil, but shall be vetoed hy the :Mayor1 anc1 
on reconsideration shall fail or pmisage lJy the council, then, within 
five days after determination t11at ~aicl ordinance slmll have so fail
ed of final adoption, the council shall proceed to call a special elec-
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ti.on at which said ordinance, without alteration, shall be submitted 

to a vote of the people; or, 
_ (b) Fort11with after the clerk s11a1l attacl1 to the petition 

accompanying sttch ordinance his certificate 01 sufficiency, the council 
s1utll proceed to· call a special election at wllich said ordinance, with

out aUoration, shall be s11bmitte<1 to a vote of the people. 
H the petition be signed by electors equal in number to at )east 

seven p(>r cent_, but less than ·fi:ftee11 per cent, of -the entire vote cast 
for an· candic1ntes for :M:ayor at the last praccc1ing municipal election at 
,,,hich ti Mayor was elected, then such ordinance, wit11011t alteration, 
shall he submitted by the council to a vote o-f. the peop1e at the 
next ,:egular municipal election tl1at slw.11 occur at any time after 
thiTty days from the date oi the clerk's certificate of sufl:iciency at

tached to tl1e petition accompanying e1.1ch oruinance. 
, The ballots 1.1sea w11en voting upon said proposed ordinance shall 

contain foe words "For the Ordinance" (stating foe nature oi the 
proposed ordinance) and "Against the Ordinance'' (stating general 
natnre oi the J)l'Oposed ordinance.) 11' a majority of the qualified 
electors voting on said proposed orc1inance sha11 vote in favor thereof, 
said ordinance shall thereupon become a valid anc1 binc1ing oTilinance 
of the city; and any ordinance J_)roposed by -petition, or which shall he 
adoptea by a vote of the peor1e can nut be repealeu. or amended 

except by a vote of the people. 
Any number 0£ propose<l ordinant>es mRy be voted npon at tbe 

sRme election, in accordance with the provi..c;1ons 01 this section; pro
"1det1 that there shall not be held unoer thi,; f;ection of the charter, 
more than one special election h1 any periml of .:ix months. 

The council may su1)lnit a 11ropositio11 for the repeal of any such 
oTdinance, or for amenclments thereto, to be voted upon at any suc
ceeding regular city election; and shoulc1 sucl1 proposition, so submit
ted, receive a majority 0£ the votes cast thereon at such election, 
such orc1inancc shall be repea1cd or amended · accordingly. Whcne;rer 
any orrlinance or J.1TOl1osition is required by tllis Charter to l)e sttb
mitted to the voters of the cit)' at any election, the city clerk s11111l 
cat1se t110 ordinance or proposition to be 1irintml, and 11e sha11 enclose 
n. printed copy thereof in an envelope with a sample ba1lot, and 
mail the same to each votc>r, at least ten days prior to the election, 
bnt the city council may on1er s11c11 on1inance oT }1l'oposition to be 
printed in the official newspaper of the city and 1mblishecl in 
like manner as ordinances adopted lly the council are requirec1 to be 
publishecl, and may order that such :publication shall take place of 
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the printing and mailing of the ordinance or pToposition, and or· the 

i::arnple ballot at first above pro1it1ecl.. 
SIWTION 120. IJ:HB REFIDRJTINDlT1I. No ordinance passed 

by the city cimncil ( exeept when otherwise required by the general 
laws of the state or by the provisions or this charter, respecting street 
impToYements, anc1 except an ordinance :for the immediate preserva
lion of the public 1)cace, health or .:a-fety, which confains a state
ment of its urgency, and is passecl by a, two-thirds vote of the cotrucil, 
but no grant of any franrbise sha11 be constmed to be an urgency 
measure, hut all iranc1li~cs shall 11c subject to the Teferenc1ary vote 
herein providea); shall go into effect before- thirty clays :from the 
time of its :final passage a11il its appro,al by the Mayor; and if 
iluring said thirty days a petition signed by electors · 0£ the city 
oqual in number to at least t<.'n per cent of the entire vote cast for all 
Pandiaatcs for mayor at the hl .. "1: precerJ.ing regular municipal electi~n 
at which a mayor was electNl, protecting against the passage of such 
ordinance, be presented by the council, the same shall thereupon 
bP suspended from going into operation, and it s1rnll be- the duty 
o-f the council to reconsider ,mc·h ordinance, and if t110 smne is not 
entirely rcpealca, me council 8hall submit Hie oruinance as is pro• 
vider1 in Section 119 of t11i1' elrnrter, to -the vote of the ,electors o-f 
the city, eitl1er at fhe next 1·c>gn1ar nrnnicipal election or at a special 
municipal election to he ca1lc<l :for foat purpose, am1 such ordinance 
shall not go into cficct or become operative unless a majority 
of the qualified electors ,oting on the same i'-haH vote in favor thereoi. 
Saic1 petition shall he in all n:speds in· arrorc1tmce with the pro
visions of sai<1 section 11D, of tlds charter, except as to the percen
tage of signers, anc1 11e examincr1 ancl c0rtified by the clm·k in all 

res1)ects as tnereh1 prondecl. 
SECTION 121. THE REGALL. 'l'hc 1rnlc1er of any electivG 

n:ffic0 may be removeu at nn_v fone 1)y the eleC'tnrs qna1ifie~1 to vote 
for a successor of such incumbent. The procedure.> to effect the Te
moval of all inciuubent of an elocthe o!l'ire ~hall lie a,; fo]lows: .A 
petition signec1 by e1ertors entit1e(1 to vote for a successor o.l: the 
incumbent sou!{Jit to lie rr.movN1, eqval in mnnbcr to at least twenty
fi ye per cenhun of foe entire yote f.or n11 candic1utes for tbe office, 
the incumbent of wMc~1 is ~011g-l1t to he- rcmovcc1, cast at the last 
pretec1ing regular unmicipn1 c-1ection, llcmandin_g an election of a suc
ce1f\sor of the person sought to be removed, shall be filecl with t1rn 
eity clerk; providecl that the petition sent to the council s11a1l con
tain a general statement o.l'. tlie grounds fo1.· which the removnl is 
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o-ht The signabll'es to the petition need not all be appendea to 
:::i:, p~per, ·. but · each signer shall al1<1 to his signature ]:is place 

01 residence., giving the street anc1 number. ~nc of the s1g11ers to 
each such paper shall make oath before . an officer competent to ad-

\1ister oaths that the statements theTcm made are true, aml that 
m

1 
·' • J • • t f h each signature to the paper appen~ed lS t lC genum~ s1gna m:e ? t e 

per~on "Whose name purpo~-ts to be th:r;unfo su~scribed. W1thm ten 
daJs from the date of filmg such pehhon the c1ly clm:r_ shall ex~m-

. ine and from the poJl lists of the last regular mumc1pal election 
· ascertain whether or not said petition is signed by the requisite num
bci: of qualified electors, and if necessary, the council 8:1011 ~11.ow 
lihn extra help for tbac purpose, and he sball attach to sa1d pehhon 
his certificate showing the result of sajcl examination. If, by the 
clerk's certificate, the petition is shown to ~e insufficient, it may 
he amended within ten days from the elate of saicl certificate. The 
clerk. shall, within ten (1ays after snch nrncnllment, make lilce 

:. examination of the a:rnended petition, am1 if hi::; certificate shall shmv 
t11e same to be insufficient it shall be return ea to the person · filing 
t11e same without 1n•ejudice, however., to the filin~ of a new petition 
to the same effect If the petition shall be found to be sufficient the 
<.>lerk shall submit the same to tbe council without delay. If the peti
tion shall be :found to be sufficient the city cmmcil shall order~ and 
:fix a. date for holding the said election, not fot1s t1mn thirty c1ays or 
mor.e than forty days from t11e date of the clerk's certificate to the 
council that a sufficient petition is filed. 

The city council shall make or cause to be made publication oJ: 
r1otice, · and all arrangements for ho1c1ing of such election; and the 
same shaU be conducted, returnee], and the 1·esult thereof declared, in 
a11 respects, as are other city elections. The successor of any officer 
so removed shall holcl office clul'ing the unexpired form of his predeces
sor. .Any person sought to be removed nmy be a cnndidatc to succeec1 
himself, and, 1.mless he requests otherwise· in writing, the clerk shall 
place his name on the official ballot without nomination. In any such re
moval e1ection, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes 
shall be declarecl elected. At such election if some otl1er person than 
the incumbent Teceives the highest number of vote:;, the incumbent shall 
thereupon be deemecl removed from the office upon qualification of his 
successor. In caee the party who receives the liin•hest number of votes 
should fail to quaii£y within ten davs a-ftcr re;eivhw notification of 
election the office sh11ll be deemecl v;cant. If: the in~mbent receives 
the highest number of votes be shall continue i~ office. 

i 
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CHAPTER 7. 

FINANCE. 
SECTION 122. FISCAL YEAR, IrUNDS. The fiscal year of 

the city shall begin on April 1st, and enrl• on March 31st, of each 
year. 

'l'here shall ho maintained in tho' treasury the following fun.els; a 
general £unc1, a permanent improvement func1, a permanent improve
ment revolving fund, a library :fund, a park furnl, an interest fund, a 
sinking fnnd, a water arnl light funcl, ancl such other nmcls as the 
rouncil by resolution or ordinance may direct. 

SECTION 123. PROPEnrry SUB,TECT TO TAXATION. All 
property in the city or Virgi.nia, taxable unrler the laws of the state, 
shall be subject to taxation for the support of the city government and 

# the payment of its debts ancl liahilities, anu the same shall be assessecl as 
provided for b~, law aml this charter. 

The city counril, h:V a majority vote o:f the authorized member
ship thereof; may levy an annual tax upon taxable property in 
saic1 city for the sup1Jort of f:uch fnncls ana purposes. 

SECTION 124. GRNBHAL FUND. '!'here shall lJe maintained 
fa the city freasnry a funcl to be c1rsignntccl as the "general furid," 
into which shall be pairl all BHllll?)'S not specifically designated as be
longing to any partfoulaT funcl, aml from which there may be drawn 
to be rreclited to any such fnnc1, or for surh other purpoEes as may be 
clesirnatec1 bv law or aut11ori?:r<l hY the dtv council. r,. • • t 

SECTION 12I5. PER'1L\NENT Bfl?ROVEMENT FUND. 
There shall be createc1, w]wn not aheacly existing ancl maintained in • 
the city treasury, a fnrnl to be cleRignatecl as the ''Permanent improve
ment :funcl," into whicl1 shall he pairl all the moneys received. from the 
~ale of any property or p(lrnwnent improvements of the city not other
wise pmviilecl, ancl such a:inounts from time to time as may be roalfaed 
from the sale of :my bonrl<: or rcrtifiratrs of inclebteclncss issued on 
nccount of sucb fund, arnl all amounts collectrcl on special assessments 
ac1Yancec1 in fhst in,:,tmwe out of stich fuml, nncl the principal sum of 
all excess of asscssrnentf-1 for wat<1r mains anc1 sewers. It s11all be fur
tlicr maintainecl by an amrnal tax lev.Y to he marle by the city council 
of an amount 11eressnr?, Anc1 out of snrh foncl shall he paic1 the cost 
oF arqniring all real pmperi\· ancl appurtenances, mid the constrtiction 
nncl fo1provement of all lrni1,1ings anr1 permon<1nt improvements which 
l'hall 11·ot. be otlwrwic:c provirlerl f.or ont or other func1s, ancl also the 
cost of all local improycm<mts, unless the city council maintains a 



52 CHARTER OF nm 

permanent improvcri1ent revolving func1; ancJ. the city shall maintain 
such. iund sufficie;nt to meet tlw expenses of all such improvements 
· foe same become pavable as in this Charter provic1ed. 
as SECTION 126 .. PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT J{EYOLV

, ·1NG .FUND.·· There shall be ereatec1, it necessary, and maintained :ht 
t11e city heasury, if the city council shall so direct by or~1inance, ; 
fund to be designated as the "perman~nt improvement revolnng fund, 

. , info ·which shall be .. :paid all amonni:s realizctl :from the sale of certifi.
,, cafos of indebtedness issuec1 on aeco1mt of such fum1, and the principal 
. , ;sum or all special assessments and benefits fl8Se>s.-cd an<.1. levied on ac-

count of any local improvements; as well as all taxes levied on acco~nt 
·· 'of such' :ftmd and there shall be paid out of such fund that portion 
• of ·all local i;uprovements for which 1>pecial assC1ssments are Jevfr,<1, anc1 

1 ,such atnoirnl; of e:x:cess assessments as may in any instance be re
. • funded, and for no other purpose whatever. Anc1 the city sha:l main .. 

fain such fund sufficient to moot the expmR<'S of all such improve
. ments as tbe same become payable as in this charter providerl. AnrT 
·· the• city council may from time to time by onlinance l>y a tbrce

fonrrhi$ (%) vote, ii:lsu.e, negoliatci antl sell certificates of imfobtcdncss 
for, ·the· creating or maintaining of sueh :funcl, and such ecrtificates 

.. i;ball not be sold for less than par ancl accruerl interest, and ~hall bear 
intel'est at a wte not to exceed six per cent per annum, and sliall be made 
p-ayable from said fund ancl at such times as the city council 
inay determine; provided, however, that the amount of certificates so 
issued shall not exceed at any one time one (1) p()r cent of the total 
,value ·of taxable property of such eity, according to the last precec1ing 
ai:;sessment :for purpose of taxation. 

· SECTION 127. LIBRA.RY FUND. There shall be maintained 
in the city treasury of t11is city a fund fo l)e c1csignntec1 as tlrn <'li
-brary :fund/' whic11 shall he umler thi: control of a library 1Jom·c1 
herein provicled :for and subject to be vaicl out upon its oriler, anc1 
into· such fund shall be paid a1l amounts re('cived from t11e sale of any 
property· unc1er the control of such boarcl, an<l appropriations thereto, 
and·.·all taxes, interest and penaltfos accruing thcteto, hy l'l'ason of 
the Je,ry ·of any taxes for such £una, and the procecc1fl of all gifts 
mude to said library board, and out oi; such fnnc1 shall be paicl t11e 
expenses of such board ancl all salaries., arn1 the cost of the acquisition, 
maintenance and operation of tl10 system of public- Ubrariefl of the eity, 
rip.(!: of -the property under the control of such board. 
·.' SECTION 128. PARK FUND. 'Pliere shall lm maintained in 

t~ll city treasury; by an annual levy of not less than one-third of a 
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mill, a fund to be designated as the "park fund;" wllich shall b~ un~er, ,: . 
the control of the pm·k board herein provided for and subject to b~- . 
paid out 11pon its order, and into such funu shall l)e paid all amo11:i;i.ts .. 
received from the sale of any proporty under the control of such 
hoard, and appropriations thereto, and all taxes, interest ancl penalties . 
acerning thereto by reason of thci leyy of any taxes for such pom;d, . .' 
and the proceeds and all girts mat1e to said park board, and out o;f SUC\h , 

i'uncl shall be pait1 the expern,es of such board and all salari()S ana, the 
costs of acquisition, maintenance and operaiion of the system of publ1c 
parks of said city, and of the property under the control of .· such 
board. .. 

SECTION 129. POLICE .AND FIRE JlUND. There shall, b~ 
maintainecJ. hi the city treasury, a fond to be designated as the apolice 
and fire .fund/' which shall be under the control of the police and iite, 
commis~ion herein provided for, and subject to be paid out 11pon iti:; .. 
nrcler; ancl into such fond shall be paid all amounts 1·eceiYetl from th~ . 
sale of any property under the control of such commission ancl appr~
priations thereto, and all taxes and interest ancl penalties accruing thercf 
to, by reason or the levy of nny taxes for such commission, and the l)~o
ece<ls of any gifts mac1e to saicl commission, and out of such fond shall be· 
paitl tho expense of snch connnission and all salarier;; and the costs of 
the acquisition, maintenance 1111(1 o}Jcration of the police ancl :fi:re cle
pnrtments of the city, and of the property under t1rn contrnl of such 
commission. 

SEO'rIOK 130. INTEirnB'I' FUND. There shall be main-' 
fained in the city treasur,r a func1 to be c]c,:;ignatetl as the "interest 
func1" which shall be maintained by an annual levy upon all the 
taxal~le property of the city of an amount whieh, in atlclition to any , 
balance remaining in said furn1, shall he sufficient to pay the interest· 
to become due during the n0xt fiscal year, upon all the bontls or debts 
of the city. 

SRCTION 1:n. WNl'ER AND LIGH'r FUND. 'rhere sbitll 
he creatccl, if the cits Rha11 hC1re11fter desire to construct, acquire, 
operate, maintain or cxtPrnl a water, heat, power and light plant, or · 
either ·a "water and light furnl'' inl:o which shall be paid all money 
drriv:Cl from the sale of any J)t'opert_y acquirccl for or used in connec
tion with the water, heat, power ancl light plants of the city or either 
of them. ancl the proceed.r of nll taxes and special assessments levied on 
, ccount, of or in connection with such water, heat, power and light J . 
plants, or eiihcr of: them; ah,o sn<'h m,nounts us may :from tlm~ to time 
be l'oalizcd from the 1mle of bonrls issued on account of said water, 
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heat, power or light plants, or either of. them, anc1 also _mone~s received 
from thEl operation: of said 11lants or either of them, mcludmg water, 
heat, power and light :rates, rentals and penalties. 

The city treasurer !:'hall keep a separate account of the proceeds 
of the sale of bonds issued by the city for the- construction, extension 
or. purchase or water,· he.it, power and light plants, or either, and if 
practical, shall keep a separate account :for each plant. 

There shall be paic1 ou.t of this :fond the cost of the purchase, 
construction, e:idension, operation, maintenance, and repair of saicl 
water, heat, powe:r · and light plants, or either of them, and the interest 
upon all bonds which may he liens upon such plants or either of them. 
Should there be any accumulation of moneys in this fund lleyond the 
needs thereof, the city council, upon the written request of. the Water 
ancl Light Commission, may, by resolution, l1irect si1ch acc1111mlation 
or any part thereof, to be paid. and trans.forrecl to the sinkh1g fund or 
general fund of the city. 

SECTION 132. SINKING FUND. In order to proviae for the 
certain payment of the bonds of the city, the city council shall pro
vide and maintain a ''sinking fund." It shall provide by ordinance for 
the care, in.vestment and security of such fund, but shall liave no au
thority to abolish the sanie i;ntil all bonds of the city are :fully paicl, 
and it shall not divert such f-und, or any revcnne or increase thereof for 
any purposes unless auc1 until all bonds of the city are f u1ly paid. 

SECTION 133, SINKING FUNDJ HOW MAINTAINED. Such 
fund shall be maintained by annual tux levy of not less than one-tenth 
(1-10} of one per cent, and of. not to cxceecl two-tent11s (2-10) of 
one per cent of the assessed valuation o:t: all tlw -taxable property in 
the city, which levy shall be made bv the citv council at the time 0£ 
levying taxes for otlier purposes. There shall also be placed in such 
fund any and all amounts of tax<!s collccteci to pay interest on 
the bonds of the city in excess of the amount of i-m<'h int0rest, if any 
there be. There may also be placed in said fund all mon-cys not other-
wise appropriatea. · 

SECTION 134. WATER AND LIGHT SINKING FUND. The 
city c~UIJ.cil may, with the approval of the water and light commission, 
set aside annually snch portion ol the gross income from any water, 
heat, power and light works, or either as iuay be owned ma in tained or op
erated by the city, as they shall determine,· to r·reate ~ ~inking fund £or 
the payment of any water ancl liglit bon<ls., or eithel', its they may be
come due. 
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SECTION 135. SINKING FUND OOi\Il\fISSI0NERS. The 
mayor, clerk and treasurer shall constitute r.. boarcl of sinking fund 
commissioncn,, and the city council shaU define such of their duties 
as are not herein enumerated. Such commissioner~ shall have charge 
of such sinking fund, and by aml with tho consent of the city coun
cil may invest the same in the bonds and certificates of the city and 
such other bonds as are pennittec1 £or the investment of the 
JJermanont school fund of the state of ..l\Iinne.sota, and in the b~ncls 
of any city in the state of Minnesota, am1 any such county and school 
bonds in the state of Minnesota, as may be approved by the city c01111cil, 
and not otherwise. ' 

In case of investment in the bonds or certificates of the city 
for who8c ben1.tfit the said sinkil1g fund fa estublishcd, such bonds or 
C'.Cl'tilicates shall uot be canccllecl before the mnturity thereof, but shall 
be hcl<l by .said commissioners, arn1 the interest thereon paid over and . 
applied to the increase of such sinking fund. 

W11cncver the princi1Jal of any bonr1s or certificates of the city 
shall become due, such co41missioners shall, by ancl with the consent 
of the city council: dispose of such of the bonds or eertificatcs belong
ing to such funds as, with the money on hancl belonging to the same, 
shall be necrssary to pay such bonds or certificates. 

Whenever the amount of such sinking fund, shall, with. the in
terest or revenue thereof computed to the time or the mofority of the 
bonus of the city, be suificimt to pay all of said bonds at the ma
turity thereof, the levy of the one ( 1) mill above provitled for shall . 
be omiHer1, but in case., by r0ason of clccrcasc of interest or clepre
eiation of investment 01• othC'r cause, such fnnd shall become insuffi
cient, said levy sliall be resumed. 

In case the sinking fund conunfasimwrs, or other city officers shall 
v.iolate or neglect to per.form any of the provisions or this Section, any 
tax-payer of the city or any owner of any of its bouds shall have the 
right to maintain, in any conrt of cornpetc>nt jurisdiction, ahy proper 
adion to enforce complianer therewith. The substnntinl maintenance 
of the 1irovisions of this nncl the precc><ling section for the payment of 
the principal nn<l interest of the bonds of the city is hereby declared 
to be part of the contral't with the holder of any bonds or certificates 
of inJebtcdncss of the city that may hereafter be issw:icli ancl shall be 
krpt imiolatc. . 

·whenever. such sinking funcl r-;hall be insufficient to pay all the 
bonds of the city that ma,y nt any time become c1nc, or when it shall 
by the city council be tlcemc11 advisable and for the interest of the 



56 CHARTER OF TEE 

city to take 11p .any outstanding bonds of the city not due, which may 
be offered Io~ sale b,v th'l holders thereof, the city council may issue 

· Urn bonds of tha city, to run not to excPecl thirty (30) years on such 
terms as to place {JI payment and rate of interest as may be deemed 
advisable, to · such an amount as may be necessary, to meet such de
ficiency, or to take up ancl refuncl such bonds not clue; provided, that 
the refunded bonds .shall in no case draw a higher rate of interest 
than ·the bonds so faken up. 

SECTION 136. CONFERENCE OOlVC\UTTEE. There shall 
be a. conference committee of t110 eity, whioh shall consist of the 
president of the city council, the 1msident of each electiye or 
appointive board or comn1ission, and t.he heaa of each other department 
o-f the city. Such committee shall meet on or before the first day of 
September o-f each year and shall report to the board of tax: levy an 
estimate o:l: the amount of: the expenses of each c1epartment for the 
next ensuing fiscal year, ancl the amount required in each of the funds 
for which a. levy may be made during the next fiscal year. Five days 
before the meeting of such committee, each member thereof shall file 

. with the city clerk a. written estimate of the needs of his department for 
the next ensuing :fiscal year. 

SECTION 137. BOARD OF TAX LEVY. There shall be a 
hoarcl of tax levy in and for the citv of Viro-inia which shall consist ,. b 

o-f the mayor, clerk and p1·esident of the citv council. Saic1 board of 
t~x levy ,shall meet at the council e:11amber

0 

in the city hall of saic!. 
mty on the sec.and l\Ionday in September in ench year and may acl
journ from time to time as :may be macle necessary by the duties hereby 
required, but not later than the first day of October: A majority vote 
of. said board shall d:cic1e all questions coming before said board. The 
said board shall consider, determine- an<l fix a maximum rate of taxa
tion for the vaTious purposes for which the city cotmeil of saic1 city is 
au~horizec1 to le-vy taxes for such year, and it ;hall be the duty of the 
said board to reduce the maximum rate 01 taxation :for the various 
purposes to the lowest practical limit. 'rl:e city clerk shall on or 
befor~ the fir~t c1ay of ?ctober in each year, certify am1 transmit to 
the c1~ council the maxmmm rate of taxation for the various purposes 
fo: which s~id council is authorized to lavy taxes, as :fixed ancl c1eter
mmed by smd boarc1 of tax: levy, and nlJ. taxes shall he }eyiec1 for said 
year .by said council in exce&'! of the maximum rate 80 :fixed and de
termined by said board. 

SEOTIO~ 138, REPOR'r OF ESTD;IATES. The city clerk 
shall). at the tune of the certifying of the l'eport of the board of tax 
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levy, as above provided, report to the city council an estimate of the 
current expenses of the city £or the fiscal year commencing on the 
fost day of April next ensuing, together with a statement of the 
amount of all l'evenues received by the city for the then current year. 

SEC'l'ION 13.£). ANNUAL TAX LEVY. The city council shall 
on or before the 10th daJ of October of each year, upon the coming 
in of the said reports of the board of tax levy and the city clerk, levy 
an annual tax upon all property in such city, taxable under the laws 
of this state, for the purpose of cleiraying and paying a11 the ex
penses, obligations and liabilities existing or authorizec1 by this char
ter, and the said l<.WJ' so made, as aforrsaid, siiall be reported by the 
c-ity clerk forthwith to the county all(utor of this colIDty and shall be 
entered upon the tax duplicate of such county and collected annually 
in like manner as county ar~cl state taxes arc collected. 

SECTION 140. LIMl'l, OF DEB1, OR LI.ABILFrY. Neither 
the city council of the city nor any officer or officers of said city shall, 
except as in this charter l)rovided, have authority to issue any bonds or 
ereate any clebt or any liability against saic1 city in excess of the amount 
of revenue actually leviec1 ancl applicable to the payment of such lia
bility. 

SECTION 14,1. MONEY, nmv l'.AID OUT. CITY ORDERS. 
All moneys belonging to the city, except as otherwise provic1ed in this 
charter, shall be under the control of the city council, and shall be paid 
out only upon the order of the J\foyor, countersigned by the clerk, 
cluly authorized by virtue of a resolution of tlie city council, by an 
affirmative vote of a majority . of the whole number of the city 
council. 

Provic1cc1, that all sums of money due or to become due upon 
monthly pay-rollB, or as salaries for compen~ation of city officers and 
t'mp1oyes regularly electec1 or appoint(,c1 anc1 receiving a :fixecl salary or 
compensation, and all sumi;, due or to become clue for interest on bonds 
aml other fo:ed charges, may be allowed arnl m·dcrec1 1n1id 011 mere mo
tion c1uly carried by an affirmative vote o-f a. majority of all members 
present. 

Every order drawn upon the trensmer shall designate the specific 
purpose :for which it is clrawn, and the fund 11pon which drawn, ana 

8Jrnll be payable only out of Rnd1 funcl belonging to the city as is 
named in the resolution ])l'Ovilling for Hs payment, if same is author
ized by resolution. EaC'h orcfor 1'hall he payahle io the order o:f tl1e 
person in whose favor it is <lrinm am1 it may be transferrecl by enc1orse

ment. 
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. SECTION 142. TAXPAYER'S .A.NH CLAIM:.AJ.~T'S .A.P
:PE.AL, No order shall be isst1ed or signecl for the payment of any 
claim. allowed in whole or in part by the council, or any boaTd or 
commission thereof, until :live days after tlrn allowance t11ereo£, within 
which time any :five ta:xpayers of the city may appeal from snch allow-
• once to the District Court of ,tbis county, To cifed such appeal, they 
shall pay to the clerk a fee of :fifty cents; a11d serve upon him a notice 

-setting :forth the :fact of the appeal, the claim rdcrrec1 to, anc1 the. 
amount and date of its aUowauce, and thereafter no order f!hall issue 

_ until the appeal is detcriµineil. The clerk shall fort1nvith £.le the copy 
· of notice served, and transmit to the clerk of said, court, the original 
affidavit and claim, with a certified copy of the -minutes of all council 

· procceclings relating thereto, Upon proof being filed with saicl clerk 
of ±he service of said notice, the court shall have jlll'isrliction of said 
claim) and of the parties thereto. S-nch appeal sha11 bo tried and tlc
termined in the same manner as appeals from a decision of the county 
boal'd, 

Provided, that whenever i:he city council of this city, shall refuse 
to pay--the elaim of nny person nga.inst tlie city for anything except 
the salary or wages of mi employe ol' officel' thereof, such person may 
appeal from such decision of the city council to the District Court or 

, this county; by causing a written notice of such a1Jpeal to be filed in 
the _ofl'ice of the clerk of said colll't. ufter havino- served such notice 

, "" 
on · the . city clel'k of saic1 city; such service and iiling to be madG 
within fj_f-teen days a£te:r the city council has rejectec1 or refused to 
pay such claim, and like proceec1ings shall be hacl therein as are herein 
provkled for in the case of appeals from tlHl a1lowance 0£ a bill by 
the said city council, except that in this instance the person aggrievec1 
and not the tn:xpayers mentioned in tMs sectionJ shall take the initial 
steps am1 cause said notice of appeal to be served upon the city clerk. 
No order ~hall be paic1 by tha city treasurer until after the same shall 
lmvc been enterec1 on the records of the city clerk. 

SECTION 143. TAX SETTLE11ENTS. The conntv treasurer 
r:;hall pay over .all tax~s collected for the city, togcthei· witl~ all inter
est and penalties wlnch shall be collected on account of the same, 
when collected, to the trcasmer of saic1 city in tlie several settlmnents 
of the funds to be so paia over as provic1ec1 by general law. Saic1 
county tr?as1n·cr shal~ account for anc1 pay OYCl' to the city treasurer 
such portions of the mtcrest paid by, bankR, with whom :fum1s of said 
eo1mty a:rc depositecl, as they accrue upon func1s arising from sail1 
taxes and assessments therefor which have been made hy said city, so 

ClTY OJ)' VlllGI!~A. 59 

deposited with such county funds or parts thereof. Whenever, pre
vious to any settlements })l'OYidecl :for by law, there shall be a lack of 
money in any of the regular city furnl~, arn1 thcrn shall be ftmc1s in 
the· county treasury which shall have been collected on account of 
such .l'.uncl or funds, the county treasurer shall, upon the applicati01i of 
the city treasmer, advance and i:1ay O\'C'l' such snms as shall be estimated 
to be the amotmt collected on account of such city taxes anc1 assess
ments, am1 such advances i,hall be accou11tecl :for and adjusted at the 
next regular settlement, am1 the city treasurer sliall also forthwith 
after such settlement adjust and apportion all moneys so advancec1 
among .the several funds of the city. 

SECTION 144. UAYOR'S OONTINTrnNT FUND. rl'he city 
c·ouncil shall haYo power lo appl'opriam by resolution, passed by a 
two-thirds (.2-3) yote of all the members of snd1 council, such amount 
for the mayor's contingent fund as it may deem pToper to advance the 
interest of· the city; J)l'Ovidecl, however, that the sum so appropriated 
!:!hall not exceed $500.00 in any one year, and that none of such f--nnds 
ghall be nscrl for any charitable or religious purpose, nor for the 11se 
of any person, company or corporation outside of the state of ~lin
nesota. 

CHAPTER 8. 

\¥ATER AND LIGHT DEPARTMENT. 
SECTION 145. PURPOSE. 'l'he l·ity may acquire- 01' establish 

water, gas, heat, power nm1 light plants, or either o.l'. them, aml dispose 
of the same at will. The city may maintain, enlatge, extencl, l'epair 
antl operate the same. It may fnmish wah'r, heat, power and light 
for all municipal purposes, nncl may supply the same to the inhabit
ants of the city, aml to such others as it may c1eern e)-.1)ec1ient. 

SECTION 146. 001\[MISSION'EHS. The control, management 
and opei•ation of all such water, heat, power an.cl light plants shall be 
committ('(1 to a board to he known as the "Water aml Light Commis
sion," "·hich sliall he created only nfter, b:v orrlinance or resolution 
clnly passed, the city shall linve clcC'idecl to 11cr111il'e, establish or operate 

8nch plants or either of them. 
SEO'rION 147. I~LIGIBILl'l'Y-A PPOIN'fi1IEN~r- SAL.AR

I ES. Saicl board shall rnnsist llf three member;:;, all of whom shall 
he residt>nts aml citizew, of the dty and at least two or: them shall be 
freeholders and residl'nts o:f the (•ii.y fnr Jive year.~ prior to the tinte 
of their fl})pointment. They s1iall he appointed by the council, as 
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;follows: .one membel' for tw? ( ~) years, one :for :four ( 4) years and 
◊:Qe ~or SIX (G)_ yea,rs, an~l brnnnmlly thereafter one member slmll be 
appomted for a term of .six (G) years by the ma~,or at t11n. t· d · h ,. .1 " 1me an 
m.. t e manner tli.gt other ofIIcers are appointec1 · JH'ovidnc1 1 0 l cr . . . , : " . • l wever, 
t 1at no suo_1 uppom~mont shall be mar1c by the mayor e:wept when ap-
11roved by the c_ouncil by_ a. vote of. two-thirds of all the meiubers-elect 
tJ1e~eof, _and said conm11ss1ouers, boforn entering u1ion the- dutie,'l of 
their _office, sliall qualify .. 'J'he secretary of: said hoard shall give a 
bond m such sum as council s11all prescribe. 

SECTION 148. ORGANIZATION. POWERS. Said board 
sliall organize by electing one of:its numbe1• presirfont all(1 another sec
retary, and such secretary .shall be tlic clerk and bookkeeper of th 
w~ter an~ light d~purtment, ancl shall receive, for Iiis servfoes sucl: 
compensation as smd .lJOttr<l and the council may direct, Said board 
may employ a superintendent, fl rnllcc-tor, (who mav be one of its 
numbe;1') an~ other neee~sary help as will Pnnblc it to properly per
for~ its d1~bes 11nrler tlns clmrter, and may <lisC'liarge said empl~ycs 
ntwill. Sai~1 board shall, 1wescri~e the duties of all such employes a·nd 
,;ha-11 fu:. tbe1r ~on1pemiahon. Sllld bo:m1 and its employes inay enfer 
upon any prem1Scs for tho purpose of examining tho same and makinO' 
s1u;ey;, am1 it may prosecute any action in the name of the cit; 
?g?ms t any person for the use of water, heat, power or liO'ht or £or 
lnJmy . 0 ally o£ the property or works entrusterl to its care. 

0 

Said· board shall require fr tl 
fol' tlie f ·t1 .r l f , . om ic persons emplovecl by it, bonds 

ai hu per ormancc of the', il r TI '' · 
bonds shall be fixed b ' , :• IT, .. ~

1 
lCB. . 1e amount of such 

oive a bonc1 . h Y the board, pronclec1 that the collector shall 

b
0 

•· t·l tlll sue sum as the council mav direct which bond shall e m a . eas the sum of fi I ., ., ., . ' . 
· ve nmupid dollars (lji500.00.) 

SECTION 1--19. BY-LAWS . . -. ·, . . . 
vested with :tu1.1 11 . t k '· HULES. 1:-liucl. honra 1s hereby 
ulat· . .·. ower ·o ma ·c- anc1 enforce such bv-laws rules and reg-

ions as may· be nccessa1-y t , , • . . ·· '. . 
o. f this chapter an 1 t 

1
° ca11y into effeet the obJCPt and mtem 

' CL o cause a 1 such by 1 1 1 . 
be enterec1 :in a bool 1 t f , · nws, ru cs anr1 regu nhons to 
and secretarv whic~ cepl 01 that purpose, and sig11ec1 by the president 

J) i, w Jen so entered <l . 1 1 
all times for inspection 1 1 1 

. an Sif,'1JC<, slml he open at 
S . anc s Hl 1 be ev1c1e . t f . t· aid boarcl s.1rnJl fix "U~ . • t . ,nee m an_y cour o· JUS ice. 

• " Ct mmn am the r t ~ . , 
power and light furnished b , it ~ . en s anr1 rates for water, heat, 
the city slmII in each fl· / ' ··0 that the w!ltPr and light furnl of 
rost of the ·op' t· ~~a year1 be at least suffieimt to defray the 

era rnn, mamtmanc l . . 
power ancl light s,·strnt f tl. · ~ anc extens10n of the water, heat, 

J . o rn c1t3r a d t 
bonds of the city clesio·nate 1 cl 11 o pay the interest on all 

. , o c1mert1· 1 
• . · 118 c rnrter, which have. been is-
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sued on account of the acquisition or construetion of the water, heat, 
power and light plants, or either of them. 

SECTION 150. DISTRIBUTION. PRICE. Said board shall 
regulate the di.strilmti~n and use of watnr, 11eat, power and light in all 
pJaces aml for all purposes where the same ~hall he required for either 
public or private use, anc1 slrnll fix th{! price ancl rn.tes therefor, pro
viuecl that, in case of hydrants :for extinguishing :fires, and fountains 
and water troughs, and lights for the streets, public buildings and 
other public IJlaces, the boarcl shall fix an<1 locate the same as the 
council may direct. The city shall pay, out of the general fund, at 
the price aml rate :fixed by the board, for all watc1·, heat, power and 
light supplied to the city :fat public purposes. 

Said board is hereby authorized and requircu. to restrain and pre
' ent any and all waste of water, heat, power, and light, and may, 
when in its juc1gm(mt l1(lcessrr1·y, shut off the water, heat, power or 
light or take suc11 other action as in its judgment may be- proper. 

SECTION 151. PAYl\IENT IN .. UlVANCR REQUIRED. 'l'he 
board shall l1ave foll power and authority to rPquire the payment in 
advance for the use of: water furni:,;11ed by it in or upon any building, 
place or premises, ana'in case 11rompt paymC'nt for the same shall not 
be mac1c, then it sliall shut off such water; antl i11 case prompt pay
ment of heat, power or light bill1, shall not be mai1e, as required by the 
board, then imch heat, power or lights shall be shut o:ff, and said 
boaru shal1 not again ~upply sait1 building, place or premises with 
water, 11eat) power or light until all arrears, with inforest tliereon, to
gether with the costs am1 cxpcn~es of: turning sak1 ,rater, heat, power 
~r light off arn1 on, shall have been paid. Provided that if the owner 
of said building, place or premises shall in writing nofrry the board 
that he will not be resporn;:;ihlc for water, hC'at, power or light there
after :fumishet1, the boarcl slrnll forthwith .shut off such water, heat, 
power anc1 light supply, and not again supply saicl builcling, place or 
vremises with water, heat, 11owrr and light or either of them 1mtil 
sucl1 owner withdraws his saicl notice. 

SECTION 152. LTABlLI'l'Y OJ!' OWNBJ~ OF PROPERTY, 
The owner o:f any private prop('rt.v which has upon it pipes connected 
with the city water works fo convey water thereto, or pipes connected 
with the city heating plant to c:01wcy heat thereto, or wires and :fix
turc8 conllcctecl with the city heat, power or lighting p1ant to convey 
heat, power or light there-to, shall, as well as the lessee or occupant 
of. such premises, if. any, be liable to the city for renfs or r~tes for all 
water from said works, all heat from suic1 heating plant, aud all lights 
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. 
and power £row said light and power plants usecl upon such 11remises, 
and such rents or rates may be recovered in an action against such 
owner~ lessee or occupant; or against any one or more 0£ them . 

. SECTION 153. SUPPLIES. All supplres for the water, heat, 
po,ve:r and light plants, 0l' either of them, shall be: puTchascd as follows: 
An itemized list ofsuch sn11plies s1rn11 he madl' by said hoaril and deliv
ered to tha city clerk, who shall l'l'gister the same, and submit it witli 
his report thereon to t.he council, anc1 if approved by the council, said 
hill -Of supplies shall be purchased unc1er the provjsions of sl'ctions 105, 
106, 107, 108 and 100 of this charter, l1y the clerk under the direction 
of the council; provided that the council may authorize the purchase 
o:f supplies for amonnts up to the sum of two hunured clollars 
($200.00), in open market without inviting· proposals therefor; pro
,•icled, :furthe1·,. that tl1e couneil, by a two-thinls vote, may authorize 
the. water and light commissionel'S to contract for services or supplies, 
not to e:i:ceed fifty clollars in any month, which may l)e absolutely 
necessary .for the. 011eration of the water and light plant; but in the 
event o:f any extraorainary or sudut•n injury to snid plant, whereby 
great damage ,might ensue by l'eason of delay, foe bonru shall make 
its :requisition IOl' snpplfos to the clerk, who, by and with the consent 
of the 1nuyo1\ shall purchase Bllpplies 011 account of the city without 
an order from the council therefor, a1H1 said 1ioim1 shall cause the 
dam.age or brealc to be Tepaircd in such manner as it 1nav deem best 
for t17e interests of t11e city; provided, further, that if an;; requisition 
of smd board for any such supplies shall be rt1:fnscd hv the council fo: an:1; l'eason, said board. may at once make applicatio,n to the clis
t~ict court .of this county for an api)ropriate writ to compel the coun~ 
c1l to furmsh such supplies, auc1 the court shall, forthwith, hear ancl 
a?ter1nine saicl matter, 11pon eight (S) days notice to the city by ser
vice up?n the. mayor and clerk. And c1ul'ing the pendency of suc11 
proceedmg, said court may order sairl board to contract for ant1 pur
c~asc such su~plics as t11e court. may cform necessary ancl proper, anc1 
ll 1 such supphes, so pmclmsed hy the boarc1 under orcler of the court, 
shall b: paid for by the city by order of tho council as other supplies 
llre paul fo1·. 

rrA SfCTION lii-1. DUTIES OF COLLECTOR AND SECHE
t RY· , It .shall be the duty of the collector~ -nnrler the dhection of 
he board, to collect anrl pay forthwith into .the trcasnrY aU moneys 

clue on account of t1w 011er t· .r. • • n 10n 0£ tho water, ]wat, power and light 
plants, and all tho monev wh' l . - . . t tl 't I . • 101 niay come mto his hancls 1)('1ong1ng 
o ie c1 y. n case any water, heat; 11oweT or li<rht rate of any tenant 

b 
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of premises shall 110t he- paicl · £or ten uays after the same fall due, 
£'aic1 collector shall give the owner of such 1wemises notice in writing of 
such Mfanlt, and that the city will holc1 him liable for such bill contractea 
by such tenants. Su<:h notice shall b<" servec1 as follows: If tl10 owner 
is a resident of the city, th~n in the mnnner providet1 by law for tho 
~crvice 0£ a summons in t11e clistr:ict comt; if: a non-resident having 
an agent in the city, then upon the agent; if 11 non-resiclent, without 
n resident agent, then 1Jy publislling sair1 notice in the issue of the 
0fficial paper next following the expiration of sairl ten clays. The 
secretary shall keep a set 0£ books in bis office, which shall contain a 
full and com1J1cte statement of the condition · and operation of the 
plant, all moneys recciYed by t11e boarcl and paid ovel' to the treas
mer, and a11 payments made for account of the water, heat, power and 
light plants ancl all moneys due and owing to the hoarcl for any cause 
whatever, together with a11 am1rafo accoi.mt of all the expenses of the 
board. At the beginning of every 1110nth t11e secretary shall present 
to the council, upon caTefu11y prepm:cc1 vouchers, all the Mlls :for labor 
anu material previously oMained 01· purchased by the board as· herein 
proviuccl, w11icb, after being examinec1 m1d certifiecl by the boarc1, 
shall he presented to the council at its next meeth1g for allowance and 

payment. 
SECTION 155. EXTENSION AND SERVICE. Extension 

of the water pipes of the city and of: electric light lines shall not be 
made except when orc1erccl by saitl board and approvccl by the council. 

PENALTIES. 

SECTION 156, FOR INJURIES TO WORKS. Any person 
who shall wilfully nncl without anthority from saia boarcl, break, re
rnoYc, or in any manner darnnge any of the- pipes., gatc>s, bo~es, hy
clrants, machinery, hose, wire!\, poles, trarn,fonners, or other properl}' 
of nny description belonging to or in nny manner connected with said 
water, heat, IJower anc1 light plants or either of them:, or permit any 
other person to use sueh water, hC'nt, power 01· light without authority 
of said board, shall on convidion tlwrcof, lw punished .by imprison
ment in the common jail of this county for not exceeding three (3) 
months or by a :fine not cxceec1ing one lmrnlrer1 ($100.00) dollars, at 

the c1iscl'etion of the court. . 
SEC'11ION. 15"/. 'l'Al\IPERIXG .• \ny per~on who ·shall, with-

out authority from the board, inp or tan1per with any main or sur
foec pipe, or take water or heat therefrom, or open or sbut any sur
face cock or :fire hydrant, or unscrew wholly or partially the tap from 
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any such hydrant, ot tutn water into any tunnel or c1itch excavated 
. or "used by fue board :for the purpn$e of layinp; the- pi1)es or mains1 

or who, being authorized by the boanl to take water or lwat from any 
:pip!! :for any speci:fled pnrpose, shall, 1vithout authority from said 

· board, use such water or heat for other than such sped:fietl · purpose, or 
pt:rmit any 9ther person to use any such water or heat shall be 
deemed guilty or a misdemeanor, ancl shall be punishet1 l>y a fine not 
exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00) or by imprisonment in the 
county jail of this county for not cxcee<1ing three (3) months. 

SEGTION 158. INTERFERENCE WITH W .ATBR. If any 
pmon slmll maliciously or -wilfolly dh;el't the water, or any portion 
foereof, from said worl;:s or plant, or shall corrupt or render the same 
impure, or shall interfore with, dc,stroy Ol' injur~ any pipe, conc1uit, 
machinery, or other property, use<l or required for procuring or dis
tributing water, shall forieit' to the c•itv. to be recovered in'--"a civil 
action. heble the arn.on11t of clamac•e.i; oc~~sionctl hv him. besides costs, • l:'> ' " • 

nnd: all snch acts are hel'ebv c1cc1arnd to be misdemeanors, and may be 
punishea as pro.1c1ed ior 1~ s.ection 157 of tl1ig charhir. 
. SECTION 15D .. 011ISSIONS FROi\T WATER RATES. It is 
hereby declared to he punis11abfo bv a fine of not exceeding one hund
red dollars ($100.00), or by imprisonment in the county jail of tliis 
co1mtY_ for not cxceeiling three (3) mouths or by nne and imprison
ment m the t1iscretion of the coml, for an v member of said board to 
wilfully neglect or refuse to collect· the wat~r or lii:rht rates or rentals, 
or the cost of lallor or Rlll)PliC's furnisl!e<l bv saic1 bonrtl to any person 
?r corporation, or to diseriminatc in favor c;r or aii;afost any inclividunl 
m regard thereto. ' 

. .SECTION mo. erry l\IAY M'Q t'IHE. The city, when au
thonzecl s? to do by a -two-thirds (2-3) mnjority of the yotes cast upon 
t1ie quesbon, may acquire anc1 thereaftC'r · 01w;afo :.,.ny street railway, 
telepho~e, water works, gas works, electric 1jcrht heating or power 
works, m o:· partly within the eity, upon 1n1vin; t~ the corporation .or 
person owmn O' tl1n e 1. • ' "' t b seer-
. • • 0 " iraneinse the value o.l' sneh property ·o c a,· 
ta1:ed m t~e. manner pr~vic1cd in this ehnrter for acquiring pr?perty 
un er _the 'R1~ht of Emment Domain." Such vote $hall be taken at 
a special election eallel1 for that pmpo$e. 'rhc conshleration for such 
works or properh, ~h 11 fl t 1 · · . cumbran . . 'J " a m i_e applietl to lhe payn1cnt of any en . 

i
. c~~ thcreo~ and the rcmamdel', if anv, flhall lJe paicl to the owner 

0 smc, fr(lllchise. · · 
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CHAPTER 9 . 

POLICE AND FIRE COMMISSION. 

SECTION 161. ORGANIZA'l'ION. Th<" administration, man
agement aml control of the police and fire departments shall be vested 
in a boan1 known as the Police and Fire C01nmission of the City 6f 
Virginia, whkh sliall consist of five members appointed by the mayor, 
subject to the. approval of the rom1cil, and who shall serv13 without 
compensation. No member of said commission shall hold any other 
o:ITice nnclcr the government of the city during his term o:f office as 
such commissioner. The term o:f office of each commissioner shall 
be five years, and until his successor is appointed and has qualifted; 
provided that foe first board of commissioners shall be appointed for 
one, two, three, four, ancl five yrars, respectively, as the mayor shall 
c1esignate when making such appointments. 

SEC'l'ION 162. :MEETINGS. The commission shall hold its 
regnlar monthly meeting at the city hall on the :first Monday of each 
month. The president may, in his discretion, auc1 the clerk shall, upon 
written request of two members, call a special meeting of said com-

mission. 
SECTION 16S. OFFICERS. At its first regular 1neeting oi 

each calendar year the conunif'sion shall elect from its members a 
president anc1 ;ice-pref:ic1ent. rrhe city clerk shall be CN,fficio clerk 
of tbe conm1iqsion ancl s11all keep it,i records without exha compensa
tion. The mayor slrnll be ex-!,:lficio member of snch commission, and 
it shall be his duty to attem1 iis meetings and take part in disci1saions 

but have no vote. 
,{!EC'rION 1G4. APPOIN'I':\IENTS. TERMS. All members 

an<l employes 0f the police and Jire c1cpnrbnents shall be appointed by 
anr1 holcl office dul'ing tlie p1easnro of snfr1 commission, and shall re
ec-i,rc such compensation ns shn11 be :fixea by the commission. 

SECTION 1G5. l\lOXEY-HOIY PAID. Such comm1ss1on 
~hall liave control of lhe polic-e anc1 fire fnrnl, which shall be paid out 
hr the treasnrcr only upon an orcler specifying the payee, amount and 
p~upose thereof, anct signcc1 hy the 1)1'esid_ent and secretar~. No such 
orc1C'l' shall be issued except whrn 11uthor1zecl by n. resolution adopted 
hr the affirmative ,nt<' nf a mnjority of nll the members of said 

· <';Hnmission, which rcsolntion aml vote shall be entered in :foll upon 
the recorcls of the co111mission aml be open to public inspection at 

a 11 reasonable tunes. 



66 CHARTim OI? TIIE 

· SECTION 166. ~EPORTS. The police am1 fire commission 
, shall file with the city clerk annual arn1 qual'terly reports of its re
ceipts and e1tpenditurcs, which reports shall be published in, and as a 
part of tbe co1;1ncil proceeclings of the council meeting 1rnxt after the 
filing of such report. 

.. ,. · SECTION 16'/': PURCHASES. It sha11 be the duty of the 
· polic.e and :fire commission to purchase all apparah1s ancl supplies 

nec~sa1·y for the proper maintenance of the police and fire de1Jartments 
'or the city, provided, that no purchase shall be made except after ad
V'ertisement for bids unaer tbe same regulations as are in this charter 

·. p~ovi~ed for purchases made by the city counci.l; providec1, further, 
that-it shall be the duty of the council, in its cliscretion, to provide 

· pecessary real estate. and builc1ings for tl1e police and :fire c1epartments, 
· npon the·recommendation of the commission. 

POLICE DEP ARTlvlENT. 

SECTION 168. OR.GA.NIZATION. There shall be maintained 
. . iA the ~Hy a police department of which the police and .fire commission 

shall have control and supervision, and shall consist of a Obie£ of 
, Police and .~lich othei· officers of police, patrolmen and employes as 

may :from tune. to time be authorized by the commission. 
SE?TION 169. ELIGIBILITY: No per~on shall be eligible 

to appomtment as Chief of Police or other officer 0£ police, or pa
tro~an, who fa not a citizen of the. Unih.1c1 States and a}Jle to read and 

• .'"~1~e the English language, um1 all officers, patrohnen anil chief of 
. police s~all l1ave ~e:n £or at l('m,t ona (1) :year residents o:f the city 

be£ore they arc eligible to such R}lpointments. 
· . SEO~ION 170. EXTRA POLICE. On occasions of large pub-
lic gathermgs or in ca•e of .- t 1 c • t :i. . . · . · '' no , un awn1l assembh:u:res or c11s ·uruances 
requITmg addT ] 1· ,, . . 1 iona · po ice force the commission may appoint snch 

· numbe: of special 01· temporary police officers at a c~mpensation not 
exceedmg three ($3 00) l 11 . · c O ars a day, as 1t may deem necessary. 
.. SECTI?N 171. RULES-BY WHOM MADE. The commis-

sion and chief of polic tl . f 
1 

e are au 1onzed and required to make all need-
~ t~ulest ~nd regQlations not inconsistent with tlds charter, the laws 

o . J...1el sfa eh, or the ordinances of the cit" for the government and 
.con~1·0 o t e r 1 '·'' · 

P 
.. rtm t d P

1
°
1 

ice c epartment, und wit11 a view of making said de-
a en an a the offic<:rs d · .ll!' • t vigilant rom t · an agents appointed under 1t, e111c1en , 

d 
. ' P P and 11seful to the citv. A11 rules anc1 regn1ations 

ma e m pursuance le 2 h l1 • " · • •• 1 re~.1. s a be in w ,•r · a b the aforesaid 
officers, and shall b :Ii] d . 11 mg, s1p:ne y , 

e e m t110 office of the cil'y clerk, and shall be 
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binding upon all persons connected with this department. A book con
taining this chapter, and such provi:sions of this charter, ordinances 
and regulations relating to the police department as may be adopted, 
s11all be printe(l in legible type ancl securely bound. The chief of 
11olice shall cleliver one of saic1 books to each member of the depart
ment, who shall always have the rnme in his possession. 

SEC'rION 172. GRATUITIES AND REWARDS PROHIB
ITED. Any member of the police clepartment who shall accept from 
any person while in his custody, or after he shall have been discharged, 
or from any of his friends, or any other person, any gratuity or re
ward, or any description of intoxicating rlrink, or who slrnll Teceive 
from any person, ,y:it11011t the written permission of the commission, 
any reward fol' the arrest of a11y foief. or recovery of any goods or 
money, or compensation for c1amages snstainec1 in the c1ischarge of his 
duties, shall be deemed guilty of n misilemennor, and shall be subject 
to a :fine not to exceed one lrnm1rerl ($100.00) c1o1lars or impl'isontnent 

not to exceed ninety (90) days . 
SECTION 173. POLICE OFFICERS TO BE CONSERVA_. 

TORS OF THE PEAOrn. The chief o:f. police, 1nembers of the com~ 
mission, the captains of po1ire, tbe ..;heTiff of the county, and all police 
officers sliall be conservators of the peace, and may command the 
peace and suppre.,:s in a summm·y manner all Tiotous or disorderly be--
11avior or proceedings within thr> city limits, and for such pnrpose may 
Tequire the assistance of a11 hy::ta11del'S, m1cl if need he, of all citizens; 
and in suppressing any l'iotom, and c1isord<'1·1y l1e11av1or or proceedings, 
tlm supreme authority to conm,ancl or direct shall resicle :in the senior 
or superior officer present in the orcler. in this sectfon above named: 

SECTION 174. PEN.\T,TY FOR REFUSING TO ASSIST 
IN PRESERVING THE PEAOE. If any bystander or citizen sha11 
refuse to aid in prE$erving the prace, or in f-\Ul)presE<ing riotous or clis
orderly hel1avior or 11roreec1ing,i, when thereto requested as provided in 
Hie prececling Bection, he s1in11 he guilty of a misdemeanor and be 
pnni~hec1 by a fine of not :11otr thnn fifty ($:50.00) do11ars or imprison
went or not more tbn11 t1mt~, (30) days. 

SECTION 175. PENALTY FOR FALSELY ASSUMING TO 
ACT AS POLICE OFFI0RR. H irny 11erson s1rnll, wit110ut lawful 
authority, assume to act llR a police offic('r of t11e city, or falsely pre
tC'nc1 to be at1thorizer1 ,c::o to net. or wear a haclgT' of a police officer 
within the city, he shall be liah]e- to n. :fine not exceeding one hundred 
($100.00) dollars or to imprisonment :for a term not exceeding ninety 

(90) days. 
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~"~·· 'SECTION 176. PENALTY FOH FAILING TO ASSIST IN 
•,0.m -OBSTRUCTION OF ARRES'l'. If anv person shall willfully re-

fuse or negle~t to assist the chief of police o; any policeman in m;king 
'···a lawful arrestl when requested by sneh chief or policeman so to do, 

oi' shall willfully 1'eSist, impede or obstrud such chief of police or 
policeman in making or attempting to make a lawful arrest, or in. 

<i:t1e: :(tl:lrformance of any other o:lricial duty, such person so offending 
shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 011e hundred ($100.00) dollars 

.:' oi: to' imprisonment for a term not exceeding t11ree months. 
SECTION 177. COMPENSATION 'rO BE FIXED BY COM-

MISSION. Except as otherwise herein provided, the compensation of 
·• if,}1e chief of police, the officers, patrolmen, detectives and other em
,yloyes of the police department sball be :fixed for the ensuing year by 
:·;tl1ei com~liission by resolution passed on the :first Mon day of January of 
· rrich ·year, or as soon thereafter as may be. 
in•1 ,, Provided, that on the date of the organization of the commission 
:fil'st appointed under this charter, the compensation of all officers re

. ,.'refred to in this section shall oe as theretofore :fixed by the council. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

. ,S:E!C~ION 178. CHIEF OF THE FIRE DEPARl\fENT. 
: '!'here shall be a :fire department in the city of Virnfofa of which the 
. commissfon shall 1mve conhol and supervision. Th; head of said de-

pm:.tment shall be known as the "Chief of the Fire Department.'' 
.: S,EOTION 179. ASSISTANTS AND El\1PLOYES. The Chief 
: of ~-e _fire ~eparh~e~t shall app?int, ancl at his pleasure may remo:e, 
. ·~: ,mrs/ Ass1~tant Chic£ 0£ the F1ro Department, who ::;hall ad as clue£ 
f i!~1_ c~s~. of. his absence from tl1e city or inability to act; and shall a p
J1~3~:' s:1bJQCt to the approval of the Police and Fire Commission and 

1,.;at~t p_l~asur~ may discharge or suspena, snch other suborclinates or 
)''~P iye_:. as . lTI/tY be . necessary 'for the purpose of said department; 
. )" ~,os~. !E>gregate. sa{ar1eR, togctl1er with other expenses of saicl depart-

~eni;, shall_ not m any fis<1al year exceed the amount of the appropria
. tion for said department for that year. 
;'.' .. S~CTION 180; POWERS .AND DUTIES OF THE OHIEJT. 
· T~e,;b;e~ of tlrn foe clcpartrnent, 11nder the direction of the commis
: B'l~n~ ~11~11 hav~ the general superintendency of the :fire department, 

and' the 'custody of l1 . · 1 • 
r .. 'd<1Ji·' .. • a engmes am engine houseR, hooks, ladder11, I1ose 
'·art orstis and other J)ropertv 1 cl f · t ,, h , ( . , · • , ise or the 1rnrposes of said depar -
', 1ent ... Re shall_ see tlrnt the same are kept in orc1er, am1 tlmt all 
rules and reo-ulations anc1 all ord'u. . · · t 0 

· 
1 aMes anc1 provisions of thrn char er, 

relative lo the :fire department and to the prevention and extinguisli~. ' 
ment of fires, lll'G rluly executed. He shall superintend the p1'eserv:atiim! 
of all propel'ty enclangercc1 by fire, and shall lurve control and direction · 
in case of fire, of all persons, organizations or associations engaged d1r 
preserving such pro1Jerty. 

SECTION 181. ~WLES AND REGULATIONS. The commis
sion and chief 0£ the fire department are authorized and required to 
make all needful rnles and 1·egulations, not inconsistent with the laws 
of the state, the provisions of this charter, or the ordinances of tlrn 
city, for the government and control of the fire department, , and for 
the prevention antl extinguislnnent of fires. All rules ancl regulations 
made in pursuance thereof shall be in writing, signed by the aforesaia 
o!Ticers, aud shall be filetl in the office of the city clerk, and shall be 
binding upon all persons connecteLl with said clepartment. 

SECTION 182. AUTHORITY O:b"' FIHBS. The city council 
muy, by ordinance, provide for the removal and keeping away of auy-' 
mid all persons from :fhcs, and may confer powers for that purpose 
upon the commission, the chief and assistant chief and other officers 
of the fire cle1mrtmeut and the police o:tricers of the city. The com
mission shall have authority, nuder such provisions as the city council 
may enact, to send apparatus of the department, with complete force · 
of employm1, to the relief of any other commm1ity, or for the preser"' :. 
vntion of property endangered by fire, outside the limits of the city. 

SE0'.1.'ION 183. Fnm ALAHl\I AND OTHER PROPERIJ.1Y. 
The commission may provide for the establishment and maintenance of · 
an e:ITicient flrc alarm telegraph and telephone system ior the purposes· 
of the fire de1mrtment; and may provide for the purchase od: such 
Hpparatus as may be necessary. 'l'lie commission s11all also provide for . 
the sale, or dispoi,al, of any property no longer necessary for· the use 
of the department, antl the proceeus thereof shall be paid over to the 

d ty h'easUl'Cl', 
SECTION 1s,1. DESTRUcrrION OP BUILDINGS. \Vhen-

cver anr buih1ing in tlie city 1,hnll he on fire, it shall be lawfol :for, ancl , , 
shall 0; the duty of the may~r nnd the chief of the fire department to . 
orcler arnl direct the tlestrucbon, and rexnoval of, and to destroy, pull 
ilown and remove such builcling ·or any other building in the vicinity, 
or any 1Jart thereof, that ~lw,v rnny 11eem . lrnz~~dous o~' likely to com~ 
mnnicate fire; am1 no act1011 r-<haH be mamtnmecl agamst any person; 

. the eitv. therefor, or on account thereof. 01 
SECTION 185. PENAL'I'IES. If any person shall, at a .fire, 

rl'fuse to obey the orders of ihe chief of the lire department, or other · 
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officer vested with autl;ority at such :fire, such person slrnll be guilty 
of a misdemeanor, . ancl shall be punisT1ed as prescribed by the ordi
uances of the city, or, in, case the offense is not punishable under the 
ordinances of the city, tl:en as such misdemeanors are punished under 
the laws oi the state. 

CHAPTER 10. 

BOARD OF;..HEALTH. 
SECTION 186, APPOINTMENT-QUALIFICATIONS. The 

health department shall consist 0£ three members, one of whom shall 
be a physician, duly licem;{l{l to practice medicine within the state of 
Minnesota, of_ good standing in bis. profession and who shall have been 
in active practice for at least three years. He shall be styled "Health 
Officer." 

Each member of said department shall be a resident and elector 
of the city at the time of hie appointment. '£hey shall be appointed 
as other o:fffoel'B :for the term of two years. 

SECTION 187. GENERAL POWERS, DU'l'IES. Except as 
otherwise provided in this charter, the members of said department 
shall have ~nd exercise all the authority and 11ower and shall perform 
all th(} duties granted to or imposed upon local boards of health by 
the general ~aws o.f the State of Minnesota; mu1 all such laws of said 
sta~e governmg such local boards.shall, so far as applicable, apply and 
be 1n force in this city. .. 

SECTION 188. SPECIAL POWERS AND DUTIES. The 
mem?ers of said department, in addition to the powers and duties 
~enfaoned in the prececling section shall have the following and adc1i
tional powers : 

To enfor~~ the laws of the state and the ordinances of the city, 
~nd the prov1S1ons of this charter relating to public health; and for 
the enforcement of all such laws, provisions Of this charter and ordi
nances, they ~ncl each of them shall have, and be vested with, all the 
powers of police o:fficers of the city. 

.. SEOT~ON 189. PROFESSION.AL ADVICE. 'l'he health o:ffi~ 
cer shall give to the mayor or tl · 

. . • . 0 1er city authorities all such profes-
sional advice and mformaf th . 

• c ion as ey may require with a v10w to the 
preservation of the bl· 1 ltl ' ' . t f ~u ic iea 1 ; ancl wheneyer he shall hear of the 
ex1s ence o any malir1nant conta · 11 · t' t th · . b ' 'grous or pestilential disease, he sha 
m ves iga e e same and adopt measures to· . t . •h arres lll:l progress. 

CITY OF VIRGINIA. 71 

SECTION 190. TO MAKE A CIRCUIT OF OBSERVATION. 
It shall be the duty of the health officer to make a circuit of obsei·va
tion of every part of the city and environs, from time to time, and in 
all cases wherein he may discover the existence of any agent,,. the·pres
ence of which will prove dangerous to the health of the city, and there· 
is no orcliuance competent fqr the correction of the evil, he shall im
mediately report the same to the city council, accompanied by his 
written opinion of the necessity of extraordinary or particular action. 

SECTION 191. SITES-QUARAN'.rINE STATIONS. The 
health officer, by and with the a11proval of the city council, may select 
i:;uch sites, places and boundaries for quarantine stations and purposes, 
as may be necessary. 

SJWTION 192. RIGHTS '1'0 EN'l'ER BUILDINGS. For the 
purpose of carrying out the foregoing requirements, he shall be per
mitted at all times, from the rising to the setting of tl1e sun., to enter · 
into any house, store, stable or other b11ilcling, and to cause the floors 
to be raised, if he shall deem it necessary, in order to make a. thor
ough examim:ttion of cellal's, vaults, sinks or drains, and to cause all 
privies to, be cleaned and kept in gooc1 condition, and to cause all dead 
animals or other nuisances or u11wl10lesome things to be burned or re
moved ol' disposed of, as he may direct. 

SECTION 193. NOTIOES TO ABATE NUISANCES. To 
serve notice in writing upon the owner, occu1)ant or agent of any lot, 
building 01· premises in or upon which any nuisance may be :found, or. 
upon any person who shall have causec1 such nuisance, requiring him 
to abate the same within a rensonnble time, and such notice may be 
o·ivcn or served by any o:ffirer who may be directed to give the same. 
b 

SEO'l'ION 194. BOOKS J:'OR HBCORDS. It shall be the duty 
of the health officer to 11rovicle, at the expense of the city, the neces
,:nrv books for keeping a rccorcl of all transactions of the liealth clepart
mc~1.t, including the proper rep;i:::tration of births an~ deaths, and such · 
other statistical information 1wcessary for such official work of said · 

department. 
SECTION 195. VISl'l' AND EXAMINE THE SICK . 

It shall be the further cluty of the health officer 
to visit and examine or cause to be visited and examined, all sick pe1;
sons who shall be reporte<1 to him as suffering from any infectious or 
contagious clisease, and to cause such person to be removecl to the , 
11ospitnl or snch . other. plnce as he may think proper, and cause him 
to be provided with smtable nurses aml attendants at his own expense, 
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, if hfl is able to pay for the same, but if not, then at the expense of 
the .city. 

SECTION 196. PROVIDE EQUIPMENT AND MEDICINE. 
To provide, under the direction of the city council, furniture, fuel, 
fo·od, :medicine and such other articles as may be necessary for the 
equipment and mainf.em.ince of any hospital for the prevention and 
control of infectious or cont1,1gious cliseases, among men or animals. To 
control all such hospimls and to secure the decent and prompt burial 
of bodies of all persons dying at such hospitals. 

SECTION 191. FURNISH MEDICINJTI, ETC., 'l'O INDI
GENT_ SICK. He shalIJ when directeii bv the Poor Committ€e of the 
city council or the board of health, attend any indigent sick person in 
the city, and :furnish; at eity expense, medicine for such person. 

~EOTION 198. PENALTIES. Any person who, without a 
perm1t from the health officer, shall bury or remove the boc1y of any 
dead person) or shall Ieafe unburied any such deac1 body longer than 
four ~ays, _or who. shall fail to bury the body of any person dying- of 

.. I!'.!1)' mfectious or contagious disease within twenty-four hours after 
cleath when ordered by such health officer so to c1o, or who shall re
fuse or neglect to abate any nuisance for tlie existence of which, as 
ow~er, occ~pant or agent, of the place upon or within wl1ich such 
mnsance ensts, he is responsible, after havino- received a notice from 
the health °,fficer so to do; or who shall neglect to report the· occur
ren~e or ~nstence of any birth, death or ca!<e of contagious or in
f:chous dlsease as provided for in this chartrr, the ordinances of the 
c!~ or the laws of the state; or who shall impol't or bring- into the 
]uruts of the citv know· 1 . . . . . f ti . J mg Y, any_ person or animal sick of contagi_ous 
or rn ·ec ous disease or 1 1 11 d without , . :; w 10 s lU remove or cause to be remove , 

' pe:1111ss10n from the health officer ·my placarc1 announcing 
any -contagious o, • f r ~- ' ' · ' . • 

l:
• 

1 
b- r ~n ec ious c11sease, uttacliecl {o anv house or building, 

0 enc osure y ~aid l1ealth ff' • · 
1 -_ ·ru' N' • 0 mer or his subordinates or who shall dis• 

o )ey or 'Wl ully avo1c1 q t· ' ,. 
n,• uaran ·me regulationR irnpoi::ed by' the healtu 

o.u1ce:r: or who shall · t 1 , . ~ · . 
nate_ 

8 
: · th . lU er ere with the health officer or his subord1• 
m e exercise of his , tli · . f 

the provisions of this 1 . 0~ ,eir duty; or who shall violate any ~ 
nances of the c't T t? latter or the laws of_ the state, or the ordi· 

. 1 Y reia mg to the 11· • ti 
be deemed guilty ~f . d punc heaHh shall, upon conVlC on, 
ordinnnces of the ·ta nns :meanor, nnd puni~hed as prescribed by the 

. c1 Y, or 1n case tl ff . · bl d the ordinances of th . _ ie O ense 1s not 1rnmsha e un er 
. e city, then as · d · · I Jaws of the state. ' nns e1neauors unde1• the crmuna 
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SECTION 199. ASSISTAN'l'S. The board of health., with the 
approval of the council, shall appoint such J1elperB and assistants for 
the health officer as may be deemed necessary. 

SECTION 200. COMPENSATION. The health o:fficer, and 
such helpers and assistants as may be employed from time to time, 
shall receive such com11ensation as may be fixec1 by the council, 

CHAPTER 11. 

· PARKS. 
SECTION 201. :M:EI11BERSHIP. 'fhere shall· be a park com

mission, consisting of :five members, who shall be residents and free~ 
holders of the city ancl shall serve without compensation. They shall 
be ap1Jointed by the mayor, i;ubject to the approval of the council, and 
shall hold office for a term of Jive years and 1mtil their respective sue-

. cessors are appointed, and have qualified; provic1ed that the present 
park corn missioners shall hold o:ffirc until the :first day of May after 
the expiration of. the respective ten11s ior which they were appointed 
and until their successors have qualificcT; and iheir successors shall be 
so classified that the term of office of one commissioner shall expire 
on the first of May of each and. every year. 

SECTION 202. V.ACANCITI!S. Vacancies in said commission 
,:hall be :filled by appointment by the mayor, subject to the approval 
o.f the council, maile only for the unexpired term or terms. The res
in·nation of a member shall not take effect m1til his successor shall 

t'> 

have been appointed and have quali:fied. 
SECTION 203. 1\.'IEE'l'ING~ AND OFFICERS. The park 

commission shall meet on the second 1\:Ionclay of each month at t11e 
city hall and at snch othm· times as they may :fix. The said_ commis
sion shall, at its rcg11lar meeting in December in each year, elect from 
its membe1•s a presic1cnt and a vice-president. It shall also appoint a 
Secretary ancl employ such other agents, landscape gardeners, attorneys, 
engineers, superintendents, and employcs as it shall deem necessary, 
"hose compensation sliall be paid out of the park :fund. 

SECTION .204:. DUTIES Olr PRESIDENT. The president 
shall be the presicUng o:ITicer lll:!.d shall sigi1 all contracts and all orders 
for the payment of money anc1 perform such other duties as usually 
pertain to such office. 

SECTION 205. DUTIES OF SECRETARY. The secretary 
shall keep the seal a11d all records of the commission. He shall sign 
all contracts and affix the seal thereto. 
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SECTION 206. DUTIES OF OFFICERS. REPORTS. In 
the absence or disability of the president the vice-president may act in 
his stead. The city treasurer shall be ex-officio treasurer o:f said commis
sion. :S:e shall keep separate all moneys received into the park :fund 
ancl shall pay them out only on orders countersigned by both the sec-
1·etary and the president of the park commission; but in the absence or 
disability of the president the vice-president may act. 

The -park conunission shall make, and file with the city clerk, 
qnarterly and annual. reports of all moneys received and expended, 
which reports shall be published in and as a part of the minutes of 
tbe council• meeting next after the filing of such reports. The park 
commission shall make such other reports as it c1eems necessary or as 
the . council directs. 

. SECTION 20'1. CONTRACTS. Such commission shall have a 
common seal ancl shall be capable of entering into, performing and 
enforcing, on behalf of the city, contracts relating to matters within 
the jurisdiction of the· commission and such acts and contracts shall 
be as binding in law ag if done by the city council. All such contracts 
shall be signed by the president, and secretary o.J: the commission and 
have affixed thereto its official :seal. 

SECTION 208. RULES-QUORUM. Said commission may 
adopt rules governing its meetings and proceedings, and the duties oi 
its officers ancl empJoyes. 

A m3>iority of the members of the saic1 commission shall consti
htte a quorum; but a less munber thereof may adjourn a meeting 
from time to time. 

SECTION 209. INTEREST IN CONTRACTS. No commis
sioner, ofl'ice1• or other employe of said commission shall be interested 
in any contract macle under authol·ity of saicl commission, except that 
if any commissioner shnll be the owner of or interested in any lands 
which may be designated and appropriated under the provisions of 
this _charter, or be cntitl:cl to receive compensation therefor, as herein 
provrclecl, he shall not acf: officio.Uy in respect to any matte1· in which. 
11e shall be pecuniarily interested. 

SECTION 210. IlEMOV ALS. Tlte office of any commissioner, 
who s~a~ foil_ to attend any tl1Tee consecutive monthly meetings oi the 
comm1ss1on without reason satisfactory to the commission, or without 
leave o.J: absence from it, may, by saic1 commission, be declarec1, and 
thereupon become, vacant. 

SECTION 211. POWERS. Said commission shall have the ex
clusive management and control of the park :fund and of all lands 
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which have been or may be acquired f~r parks or pm·kways,. and such 
lnnds shall not lw alienated or c1i:verted for othrr u~es but shall re
main forevt!r parks- aml 1)arkway.s, for the use unJ enjoyment of ~e 
inhabitants or Hie city, subject to the regulation anu control o:f said 
commission. 

Snch comrniseion 1,ball, onty by resolution entered in· full on its 
rccoi:ds, direct all expenditures from the park fund for the acqt~isition, 
maintenance and impronmwnt of the 1iarks nn<l 1mrkways and shall 
lmvc power to provic1c, either directly or by lease or P:ivilcges,. s1~ch 
conveniences, accomruoclation,; and entertainments, as sm<l comm1ss1on 
may deem proper for the usr!_, enjoyment nr recreation of visitors to,. 
said parks. . . 

8EGT10.N 212. POWERS. 'l'ht> pnrk c01um1ss10n may, from 
time to time, on behalf of tlw eity, Ul'qnire by gift, devise, pur_ch~se or 
condemnation any lands within or without the co~p?rate_ hm1ts of 
the city for park or parkway pttrposes, an~ upon obtamm~ _title theret0 
said rommisi:;ion may as8t1111n the possei:s1011 antl superv1s:on thereof, 
aml may call upon the city engineer for _tlic _purpose_ of lay1~g _out anc1 
improving the parks uud parkways of smd city. Smd comm1ss1~n may 
~ue and be sued in its own name aml may prnsecntc any ach~n. for 
breach 01 contract involving any matter pcrtnining to 11arks or mJury 
to same, antl may recpivc all(1 dislmrsc the donations of ln~ney or other 
in·o11erty for tbe use of said city for purposes connected w1th parks and 
pnrkwavs. . 

srfo'l'ION 213. STRRE'J.'S. 'l'hc common council shall have· 
power to set apart. any street or arenue, or any section thereof, as a 
parkway, and to place the same urnlcr the _supel'Vision of the ?oard of 
park commissionel's f~r such s1rncifie and hm:ted pu~poses_.of n~pr~v:
mcnt and ornamentation as may be named m the Iesoluhon ot 0Id1-
nnnce or the common council. . 

SECTION 21'1. PARK SYBTEM. Saic1 park com1r~.ission, and 
its successors, shall J,ove exclusive powC>r, nnc1 it glrnll be its. d~ty, to 
devise and adopt a system of public parks and ~arkways w1thm . t1:e 
limits of the city of Virginia, ancl to take under its control all public 
parks now existing within said city. 

SEC'l'ION 215, EMINENT DOMAIN. When the park com-
. · 1 all deem it to be for the public interest that any tract or llllSSJOn S 1 . 

i., t. ·eel or I)ar<'els of land~ or any interest theTem, shall he ac,. me s, pm • . . . bli 
1 uirec1 for the use of smd city for any public pnl'k, parkway: pu c 1 

, 1 • boulevard within or without the limits o:f said city, and 
g1 ourn 01 • . , . " . ti t f 
shall 80 dctermme by. rn,olnhon a<1opted hy tlrn a:ffnma • vc vo e o 
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four-fifths of all member1o of saic1 commission., anc1 entered in full upon 
tl1e: recoxds .of the commission, it shall cause such land to be surveyed 
Hnd two plats thereof to be made) one of which plats shall be attached 
fo a copy of said resolution, certified by the secretary, and thereafter 
filed with the city clerk. If said property or any part thereof is not 
acquired by . satisfactory agreement netween the commission ancl the 
owner thereof; said commission may tI1ereupon appoint appraisers and 
condemn such lalid2 or pal·t thereof, or interest therein, in the same 
manner as land for a street may be condemned under this charter the 
park commission to lrn:ve the powers and duties in such procoec1in ;s as 
are v_ested in the city council~ ~s to conde1:1nation for streets, and 

O 

may 
exe:i;p1se such power by resolut10ns adopted by a majority vote, taken 
by. ayes and uays and entemd in full on the records of the commis-

. Elion : prov!d:d, that if a plat of 1mch JJroperty has been approved by 
the connmss1on nnd :filed with the city clerk, no new plat sha11 be 
nec~sary. 

SECTION 216. ROLES. Said commission shall have power to 
adopt proper rules and regulations for the use anc1 enjoyment of any 
an~ all pr~pe~ 11:nder its control and it slrnll be the c1uty of the 
police of sald clty to enforce the said regulations. 

. SECTION 217. ENFORCE RULES. Saic1 commission shall 
Jiave power and it shall b.e their duty to enforce such laws of the state 
such orc1inances of the city, and such rt1les as they may make, for th; 
])roper per£o1·mance -0£ tl1eir duties. 

CHAPTER 12. 

LIBRARY BOARD. 

. SEC~ION 218 .. POWER TO MAIN'l,ATN LIBRARIES. The 
mty council shall have powe d th . . . . . : . . r an au. ority to establish and mamtmn 
WJtlnn the city libraries a· . · · · ' , rea mg :rooms, galleries of: art anc1 museums 
for · the use and benefit 0 P. tl • h b' J 

• . .L · 1e m n 1tants thereof anrl for sue 1 
purtphose may levy a tax not to exceed two mills on th~ c1o11ar annually 
on e assessed valuation of all t1 t bl . . . t . t b 1 . d ie axa e property 111 the c1ty, such 

l
ax ~t e evie and collectec1 in like manner as other general taxes of 

t 18 Cly. 

Ther~~l~J{~~ 
2
~\ . LiaB~ARY BOARD, APPOINTMENTS, ETC. 

~iAt of nine c~. mtam amle m tlie city a library boarcl which shall con-
~ ~ .iirec ors w 10 shall hold :ffi 1 .t 
from and after the first du , of , . 0 

· · ce ·or the term o:i.. three years 
Y May of the year in which they shall 
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have been appointed and until their successori:! are elected or appointed 
and cluly gualifi.er.1; provided, that the directors of the library board 
heretofore existing in the city of Virginia and who- shall be such di
rectors at the time of the adoption of this Charter, slrnll continue to 
serve as such directors as £allows: The term of o:ffice of the three 
rlirectors whose term would h1nre expired on the third Saturday of 
,Jnly, 1909, shall expire on the :first day of :May, 1909; the term or 
o:ffice of the three c1irectors whose term would have expirec1 on the 
thinl Saturday of July, 1910, s1rn11 e.xpire on the first c1ay of May, 
1910; the term of office of the three directors whose term would have 
expired on the third Saturday of July, 1911, shall expire on the :first 
<111y of :May, 1911. 

Annually during the. month of April, and after the :first Monday 
thereof, tlie mayor, by and with the advice anc1 consent of the city 
council, slrnll appoint three dfrectors as members of the library board 
to serve for the period of three years from and a:Cter the first day of 
J\fay next succeeding their appointment. Said directors shall be chosen 
from the citizens of the city at large, without reference to sex or poli
tical opinions but with reference to their fitne~s for saic1 office, and 
not more than one member of the city council shall at any time be a 
member of said library board. 

SECTION 220, REl\WVALS, VACANCIES, 00:M:PENSA
'PION. ':elie mayor, by arnl with the consent of the council, may re
move any director for misconduct or neglect of duty, and vacancies in 
the board of directors occnsionec1 by removals, resignations, death or 
otherwise, shall ]Jc reported to the mayor and be ftlled in like manner 
m· original appointments, but appointments to fill vacancies shall be for 
the unexpired term. No director shall receive any compensation as 

such. 
SECTION 221. ORGANIZATION OF BOARD. On the :first 

Wcdnesc1ay in Moy of each year the members of saic1 library board 
sliall meet and organize by the election, from their own number, of a 
president, a vice-presic1ent, a secretary, and 1mch other officers as the 
board may rlecm necessary, whose duties shall be such as usually de
volve upon like officers; providcll, that with the concurrence of two
thirds of all the members of saic1 hoan1 the secretary selcctec1 11ccd not 
he a member of said board. 

SECTION 222. l\IAN AGE AND CONTROL FUNDS. 'fhe 
library board shall be a department of the city government and shall 
have the exclusive management and control of the expenc1ifore of all 
moneys collected and received on account of the library fund from 
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taxation or otherwise. No moneys shall be paid out of such :fund ex
t upon the warrant.·. or orders of said lJoard. cep . . . . 

. SECTION 22a. CUS'l'ODY OF LIBRARY. BUILDING AND 
J)ROPER'.PY. Such board shall also lia:vc exclusive control and su-

• • · J! the •coustruction of any library building as well as the 11.erv1s1on o.t · v • • h Id 
control, care and custody of all grounds, rooms or hu1lclmgs e , 
leased constructed or set apart for such purpose, nnc1 the books, pa-

1 a 0·~b:er personal· property there placed and kept; shall have pers an ~ . • . · . ·1 
the power to lease and provide appropriate ~oorns f~ir tl~e use of sau 
library;· shall have the power to appoint ~ smtabl~ hbrarmn and neces-

. 6 ·stants an'! fix their compensation. Said buard shall have sary a si . 1 · • ) d 
power, when authnrizecl by the city eounc1l, to 1n~rch~1se p:rounc1s an 
eTect thereon a snitable building for the use of s:ud library. 

SECTION 224. ORDERS FOR 'l'HE PAYMENT 0:F' MONEY. 
All orc1ers for the payment of money £or thi~ c1rpartmen~ s_hall be 
authorized and allowed by saic1 board by resoluhon by a maJority vote 
of all its members, taken by yeas and nays, and entei:ed upon the 
:record of its; proceedings, and sliall he sjgned by the presH1en~ uncl at
testec1 by the secretary, and thereupon such ordern shall be pairl by the 

.. , 11 t tI . d · f the city treasurer. Such orders shall be mac~e pa?'a J e o. 1e or er 0 

payee· tl1erein named and shall not be J)!lld w1thout hls endorsement. 

SECTION 225. REPORT. Said boal'(1 shall ~ake~ _on or bef?~·~ 
the 15th dav of ,January in caeh year, an nnnnal 1cport fo the ci J 
council statl~g the conclition of their trus.t at the rlosc of the clay on 
the 31st day o-f: December ne:\.'i: preceding; the various snmf! of money 
received from the librarv i'nnc1 anrl othrt· sonrc·rs, anc1 how much moneys 
have been expended and for what purfJ0i->es; t11e number of boo1rn a~rl 
periodicnls on hand; the number atlacr1 by pnrdwie, gift or otherwise 
cluring the :year~ the number lost or missing; tlie number of pers~118 

attending; the nt1mbcr of books loaned out and the general r!iarac er 
and kind of such books, and such otl1er statiPtics, informatrnn and 

suggestions as they may c1ecm of general interest, aml shall send o~e 
copy or snch teport to the :Minnesota State PubHc Library Com~ls
sion, and shall molrn a quarterly report to the city council of receipts 
and c1isbursemen ts. 

SEOTION 22G. LII\RARIES AND 1mADTNG· ROOl\fS, 
FREE. E,ery librnl'y anil reading room, or rither of i.bmn, cst~b
lished under this chartrr, slio.11 br :forover free to tho use of the rn
]iabitants of the city where located, alwm·:s subjrl·t to such reasonabl: 
rules and regulations as foe library boarcl may aclopt; and said boar 
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may exclucle from the use of said library and reaaing rooms, or either 
of them, any ancl all persons who shall willfully violate such rules. 

SE01'ION 221. ORDINANCES, AND RULES. The city 
council shall have the power to pase ordinances imposing penalties for 
the 1mnishment of persons committing injury upon such library Ol' 

other pro1Jerty. 

The board shall mlopt such by-laws and regulations for the govern
ment of the library and. l'eailing room and for the conduct of its busi
ness aR may be expedient and conformable to law. 

SECTION 228. DONATIONS AND :BEQUESTS. Any per
soni; desiring to make donations or bequests of money, personal prop
erty or Teal estate fol' the benefit of such library, shall have the right 
to vest the title to the money1 property or real estate so c1onated, in 
the city, to be held and controllec1 by such boarcl, when accepted, ac• 
corc1ing to t11e terms of the deed, gift, devise or bequest of such prop
erty; and as to such property, the city shall be held and considered to 
be a special trustee, such trust to be managecl and administered 
through and by the library bom·d as a department thereof. 

SEO'l'ION 229. 'l'RANSFER OF LIBl{ARTES NOW EXIS'.l.'
ING. Any library already existing or hereafter established in the city, 
may be transferred by any society o.r associa_tion, or individual owning 
the same, to such city, on such terms., not inconsistent with this 
charter, as may 1Je agrC'Cd u11on witI1 said board; and of snch property 
the city shall be hclcl ancl considerC'd to be a specinl trustee; such 
trust to be managrl1 ancl administered through and hy the library board 
:is a. c1epintment tl1ercof, proYir1ed also, tl1at the city may establish one 
or more reading rooms, in different parts of the city, in pursuance of 
the provisions of this chapter. 

SECTION 230. ASSOCIATION WITH TNDEPENDENT SO
CIETIES. Said· library board may enter into association with any 
independent i:;ociciy or organization owning libraries or museums or 
c0 xi.sting for purposes kinclred to those routemplatcd in tlJis charter, 
upon such terms and conclitions as shall best profuote the object for 
which said boarcl is created. 

SEO'l'ION 231. PROPE'llTY NOW BELONGING TO LI
BRARY BOARD. Any anc1 all property, wl10tl10r real or personal, 
includin"' all unC'ollccfricl taxes, the title to w11ich is vested in the ex-a 

isting library boarc1 of the city at tl1c time this charter becomes fully 
operative u11on the city, shall then forthwith become anc1 be vested 
in the citv, as the corporate successor of such boarcl, with the: same 
rights and subject to the same ob1igations and burc1ens, to be managed 
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SECTION 235. BONDS. Before performing any duties as 
such each jnc1ge shall give a boncl to tlie city in at least the sum of 
$1,000.00, to be appl'oved by ihe city council, conditioned for the 
faithful aischarge of bis official duties and for the payment as re
quired by law or order of conrt of all moneys comh1g into his hands. 
Eve1'y clerk and deputy shall give a bond to the · city in at least the 
sum of $1,000.00 to be approved by the city council conditioned for 
the faithful clisc1111rge of his official duties and for the payment as re
quired by law 01· the order of ciourt of aH moneys coming into his hands. 

SECTION 236. RECEIP'l'S. The judge or clerk shall give a 
receipt to eac,h person who pays any fine or costs, stating the item.i 
t11ereon, and .at the same time shall give a duplicate of said receipt 
to the chief of police. On Monday of each week the chief or police 
Bhall make and file with the city clerk a verified report showing,: 

1. The names of all persons arrested by the }Jolice of the city 
during the preceding week n11d the natnl'e of the offence . 

2. 'l'he Iengffi of time each was imprisoned and if still in cus-

tocly the report shall so state, 
3. A li9t of all clnplicate rrceipts recei vcd by hjm and receipts 

i;hall be attached _thereto. 
4. 'J;'he l'eport of the chief of police shall not be published tmle~ 

otherwise pl'ovitlec1 by onlinance or resolution. 

CHAPTER 1: 14. 

EMINENT DOMAIN AND LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

PART I. 

SECTION 2:37. POWERS TO ACQUIRE PROPERTY. The 
City of Virrri.nia- is hereby empowered to acquire, by 1mrchase, con
dei~nation ;·oceeding or otherwise, any pro1Jer1:y, corpqral or incor
poreal, whercsoevel' situatccl, either wi:hin or without tI1e limits o: 
the city, which may be ncec1ccl by the city or any board or department, 

thereof for ally public pnrpo~e whatever. 
And the fact that the 1woperty so 1ieec1ed has been obtained by 

ihc power under eminent clomain, or is airC'atly devoted to a public 
use will not prevent its arquh1itio11 by the city. 

' Where nothing is speci.ficcl to the contrary, the city, in any ac
quisition of property gball be clecmecl to have acquil'ed the fee title 
nnc1 absolute o-wnel'ship of such property, except in case of streets 

ancl alleys. 
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'fhe city of Virginia is hereby empowered, except a, hereinaftrr 
<iapc~ified, to levy assessmrnts upon auy prop:r~· benefitec1 hy any im
iu·n.rfment which may be made by the council under the provhions of 

'this.chapter, to the extent of such benefits, without regard t.1 vuluation. 
· · SECTION 238. Lil\Il'l'ATIONS. Except in cases or improve
Ji~(:nts to abate a· nuisance, no real estate shall he assessed for benefits 
r1.1dulling :from the taking or injuring o:f real property unle.,s the mm
'ers ol at least one-1iali of the real estate to be assessed therefor, as 
app~ars by the la.st assessment for genero.l tax levy found in the office 
· •ltJhe auditor of this county, at the time of the preBentation to the 
eou1idl of the petition for improvement, shall petition thern"or, ,,rl1ich 
vetition shall be in writing aml :filecl with the clerk. 
· · In case of eondemnation of luncl for park,:, parkway~, or boule
vai:as, at least one-half of the total damages and expenses thert1of 
shall be a general charge on the city, and payable out of the general 

fnna: 
· In all cases where the total clamage ancl expenses of taking or 

injuring real estate for any improYentent shall not exceed one hun
<lrecl and :futy dollars tl1e same shall be a general charge upon the 
eity and paJabfo out of tl1e appwp11ate hncl, arnl i:f there be no such 
func1, then out of the general fund. 'l'wo or more improyements de
scribecl in tl1e foregoing section may be coinMned in one proceeding, 
if deemed best and so ordered by the council. 

DIVISION I. 

SECTION 239. PROCEDURE WHERE TIIERE 1\'IAY BE 
AN A.SSESSl\IENT FOR J3ENEFI11.'S. vv11e11 the couneil shall de
termine that it is ne~es1>ary to fa.lee, damage or destroy any property of 
a~y description :fot any public 1ml'pose, it shall dec1are the •same by 
resolution, in which shall be stated in a r,eneral way the nature and 

• t, V 

extent of the proposecl improvement, and the property proposed t~ 
be taken therefor, and the property, if. any, that s}iall be benefited 
by such proposed improvement, and upon which assessments theref?.r 
sl~all be made. Thereupon the clerk shall pul)lish a notice in the off.1-

c1al. paper, once a week for two Sllccessive weeks, stating that said 
.ratter is pending lleforc the council, and c1escribing, in a general 
. war, the property proposed to be taken and the other bets specified 
· in said resolution, ancl fixing a time a~c1 place when and where any 
person may be hem·d by the council conccmin,,. the taking of such 

~r~pe:·i:y ~nd the assesm~nt upon such other Jll:Operty of tl:e cost of 
.,aid llllprovemeut; and 1t shall be the duty of the council at such 
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time and place to hear any person who may wish to be lrnard con
cerning such taking and concerning tlle assessing upon such other 
property of the cost of such improvement. Objection to either such 
taking or assessment may be in Wl'iting, ancl :fi1ecl with the clerk at 
least one day before the tima set for the hearing. Thereupon the coun
cil shall cam,e to be made and :filed with :the clerk a plat and smvey 
of such property, showing the nature, course and extent of the im
provement, and the property necessary to he taken, damaged or des
troyed therefor, and the parceli; of land to he benefited thereby, to
gether with the names of tlie owner of each parcel of such property, as 
the same appeai·s 11pon the last assessment roll in the office of the coun
ty auditor of the county in whic11 the property is situated at the date 
of the resolution aborc referred to, togetlier with such statements as 
may, in the opinion of t1ie C'ouncil, be p1•oper to explain such survey 
and the nature anc1 extent of such proposed improvement; and such 
plat anc1 survey may be amrnc1ec1, modified or changed. Ancl if the 
com1ci1, decide, after said hearing, to proceec1 with such condemna
tion and assessment, it shall, by resolution, adopt such plat and survey 
nnil order ancl dired the making of the improniment, and the assess
ment of the sur,ey to the property benefited to pay the costs thereof, 
in accorc1ance with provisions of tl1is c1mrtt>r as to paying for im

Jll'OYcments. 
SECTION 240. 001\IMlSSIONERS. After the passage of the 

resolution specified in the for€'going section the COlmcil shall then, or 
at a. subsequent mcetinfr, appoint :fiye commissioners, all of whom shall 
be f.reeholc1ers and electon, of the dty, and not in any way interested 
in any property to be aff ectrrl by this p1'oceec1ing, to view the premises; 
anc1 ascertain and award the amount of damages and compensation, if 
any, to be paid for the property to be taken or injurec1 for such im
provement, anc1 to n~scss the amount of such c1mnagrs and compensation 
arn1 the expense of the improvement, so far as the same can be assessed, 
upo~ the lnm1s to be benefited hy such improvement, in pro1)ortion ·to 
the benefits to be rccrivctl h.v eac-11 parcel, without regard to valua
tion. '!'11l'ee of sum cmnmissimwrs shall constitute a quorum, ancl 
he competent to perform any clutfos reqniroc1 of the whole number 
thereof. Before 011teriug upon the discharge of their cl.uties such com
missioners shall toke am1 suhsc1:ihc an oath to discharge their duties 
1rith falelity, arnl makP a just nrn1 impartial appraiFtcment and award 
of clainages and asse,snwnt ol' henc!fitF, wl1ich oath shall be filed with 
the clerk; ancl in cnsc any sueh eommissionm· shall fail to qualify in 
fiyc days after being notificc1 by the clerk o:E his appointment, or in 



CHARTER OF Tim 
. . . 

case of vacancy for any cause, the council may appoint another to 
fill the vacancy. 
. SECTION Nf. SERVICE OF NO'.l'ICE. Said commissioners 
shall gi'Ve at least fifteen days' not.ice, by one publication iu the official 
J)UpeJ.', of the time and place when ant1 where they will meet to make 
said award and asseBsnumt; or i:aicl awarcl, in which notice they shall 
c1escn1:ie the land to be conc1emncd by general description, and shall 

. specify the purpoee oi the nssessment anc1 in a general way what prop
erty will be assessed therefor. They sliall ctrnse a copy of such notice 
to be· .served iu the manner in which a summons in district court is 
1·eqnired · to be served 11pon -all owners of the lands to be condernnecl as 

' appears by the last assessment list in the office of the auditor of the 
·county in whfoh said lands are sihrntcc1 who ean be foi.md in this 
county, and also upon all persons occupying said lands ; and they 
s1:all mail, ,nth postage prepaid, a copy of such notice to all non
residents o:f this county appecning to be interested in saic1 lands to the 
Inst lmown postoff-ice address of such non-residents. Proof or the 
~ervice or such notice sha11 be m.ac1e by affidavit of the party serving 
the s~e, and ihall state the time-, place am1 nrnnner of said service, 
and, 1£ se:i:ved by mail, how each notiee was adclressecl and suc11 
affidavit shall be :filed in the office of tlle clerk. · ' 

. SECTION 242. FAILURE TO SERVE NOTICE. In case 
of failure of st cl · · , . d . . 1 1 comm1ss10ners to serve, such notices,· or any ot them.,. 
881 

, comimss1one1·s shall forfeit their rig-ht to compensation for their 
SPtvices, and the council in such case is hereby forbrnden to o-rant 
to- them or any· of thel11 an t· ,. ~ tl . o •. · . . . Y eompensa 1011 whatever ior · ll'll' ser-
Y;~ces. as commissioners. · · 

~ .E_ SECTION 243.. VIEWING PREMISES, TAKING . HVI~ 
D NOE. The comm1ss1· . h 11 • . :i . . . . . oners s a view the prennses to be condemner1 
and·rece1ve any lecral ·a l 

\- • . . . b' evi ence t rnt may he offered for the purpose of f t~g. t: true v_alue thereof and the damages that. may be sus
. ·ab. 

1
n;b or e benefits that· may be conferred if such benefits me assess-

a · e · Y reason 0£ the co t 1 t a . ' . . 
j• • cf . • n elllp a e unprovemc.mt: and. smcl comm1s-

s oners J.Or this purpo~ . l . . 
l],, ·t . ~e are iere>by anthorfaerl to arlministcr oaths to 

a w1 nesses proclucred beior th . 
frmn: time to t· · · t . e em, and may aujonrn the· roeetmg 
and '$ftic1 . ~~ 0 said place until such asseqsment il:! completed; 

. comm1ss10ners shall ha tl a papers ahd t . ve au 10rity to senc1 for persons an 
itjHo Issue s~ b compel :ttendance 0£ witnesses, aml shall have author-

. . 1 poenas .tor snch purpose 
'. S-EGTION 244. REARING . 

p1·operty so to be co~d .r :· All person!-! interested in any 
emne<l, or m any real estate to be assessed for 

sucrh impro1ement, and the attorney of the city may be present and be _ 
Jrnarcl and adduce evic1ence before saicl commissioners at said hearing., . 
1£, at the h(Jaring1 ailuitional p1·operly to that described in the .. 
notice shall be incluclod in the assessment £or benefits or part od:. · . 
ilrn property be excluded therefrom, no• new notice shall be necessa1·y. ,.. 

SECTION 2,15,. APPRAISEM:EN'r OI!' DAMAGES. After 
viewing the propel'ty and hearing the evidence o:fferecl such connnis.
sioncrs shall prepare ancl make a. hue anc1 impartial appraisement and 
award of the compensation and damages to be paid to each person 
whose property is to be taken 01• injuretl by the making of such im- . 
IJrovement; but if the remitinder of the sume property, a part 0£ which 
only is to be taken or <lamagec1 by such improv.ement, shall be bene-. 
fl.tell by such improvement, then the commissioners, in considering and • 
awarding compensation and c1amages, shall also consider, estimate anc1 · 
offset the benefits which will accrue to the same owner in respect. t? 
the i·emainder of the same property, and award to l1im only the ex- L 

ccss 0£ the compensation or damages over ancl above such benafits. 
SECTION 246. DISPOSITION OF BUILDINGS. I£ there 

should be any building or buildings standing, in whole or in part 
upon any o·f the lands to be taken, the commissioners shall in such 
case determine and assess the amount of damages which should be 
}JUid in cnne such building or as m11ch ·thereof as may be necessary, 
shoulcl be appropriated, and also the amount of damages to be paic1 
in case the owner or owners should elect to remove such builcling 
or buildings, 

I:f such land and buik1ing belong to different · persons, the 
damages to s~ch persons respe('{ively may be awarded to them by 
the connnissioners, less the benC'fit resulting· to them :from the im-
provement. 

SECTION 24?'. DAMAGES 'J'O BB ASSESSED. Having 
nsccrtnine<l the damages nnrl expenses of surh improvement, as a:fore
snicl. the said commiesionE>rs shall thereupon apportion and as.qcss t11e 
f:am~ together with the cost of the pl'Oc-eeding, upon the real estate~ if 
nny he assessable tlwrc1for, hy them dcemet1 benefited by such iin- : 
pr~vement, in proportion to such benefit; but in no ease shall the 
amount of i:uch assessrnrnt excml the actual benefit to the parcel so 

assessed . 
SEOTION 2-18. ASSESS:illEN'l1 ROLL. The assessment 1·011 

;;hall contain a brief t1e~t'riptio1i of each tract or parcel 0£ 1woperty 
taken, jnjuretl or asFPSFccl, the names of the owners thereof, so fnr 
aH known to the cornmfasi011ers ( anc1, if unknown, they shall so state), 



QHARTER OF TEE 

86 
an[ tb.e amount of aan1ages awarded to, and benefits, if wy, assessed 
a afo.st each parcel oi property. 'l'he assessrnent roll shall be footed 
} and. shall show beth the total damages awal'aca ana the total 

b
p ilt """ea· :~ anv. If the whole amount or such compensation 
ene s ass"""· , u. • . . . • awarded, together. with the costs of sau1 proceeumgs, shall exceed t:1e 

actual benefits to the propertx subject to the ass~ssment, the c?romis
• . 

6
:i..11 "O "l"te on such assessment roll, and shall specify the 

s1oners ,i.iau " " " • • amount 
01 

such excess. The comnuss1one~·s shall also note on th!i 
assessment roll the tofal amount included in the assessment to cover 

tha expenses of the p:roceeiling. 
SECTION 249. NO'rICE OF COi\'f PLETION AND CONFIR-

MA.TION. \Vhen compldeu, said c01nmissioners shall cause to be 
given ten da:ys' notice, by one publication in the official paper, to _the 
effect that their procecaings ha'\1e been completed, and that at a. h~e 
and p1ace t11.erein specified they will attend for the puryose ~:f. l10a1·1:1g 
objections, and that all snch objections_ must be fi: ea in wr1t~g with 
said. commissioners at least one day prior to the time or hearmg, and 
that unless sufficient cause is shown to the conh'ary, the said award 
and assessment will be then and there confirmed. Said notice shall 
contain . a copy oi the assessment roll, as com11leted, and no objection 
sball be considered unless the srone be filed as herei:r1 provided; but 
the commissioners may, in th~ir discrdion, a1low any party interested 
wl10 has accidentally or inadvertently omitted to file bis objections as 

a:roresaicl, to do so at the time fixed :for tbe hearing. 
SECTION 250. NEW NOTIUE 1tAY BE GIVEN. Nothing 

lrnrein contained shall p:reclm1e the commissioners from causing a new 
1iotice to be given, specifying a cJiffercnt time anc1 place at which they 
will attend, :for the 1mrporn of hearing the objections to saitl assess
ment and for confirmation. thereof, ill the mannr.r before required, in 
case the previous notice s1iall be :l'.ounu incorreet, or in ease of absence 
oi the commissioners, or for any other rcnson that wi1l be satisfac-

tory to the cmmnissioners. 
SECTION 251. COillMlSSIONERS ;\IA Y ADJ OtJRN AND 

RRVIS]L The commissioners, or any of t1ielll ( the others being ab
sent), shall have power to adjourn such 11earing -from time to time, and 
they sball l1ave power, in their discretion, to Tcvirn and correct the 
said assessment, an<l to confirm or sel; aside the s·ame, and proceed to 
make a1,1. assessment i£e nouo, with or wit110ut any further order from 
the council; and saicl asscH,£.ment when confirmri1 • s1rnll be corrected to 
conform to such confhmation, an<1 shall be final tmc1 co11clusi'\1e upon 
all parties interested tbereh1 not appealing thrrefroi11. 

• 
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SECTION 252. PROCEDURE AFTER CONFIRMATION: 
When saicl assessment is eon.firmed, it, together with all affidavits of · 
publication and proof. of service of notices connected therewith., shall 
be tluly certified to by the commissioners, and :filed with ancl entered 
in a book kept fo1· that purpose by the clerk, who shall forthwith, 
under the direction of the council, ccrtil:v saicl assessments to the au
ditor of this county, and to the treasur~r oi the city, as l1ereina£ter 

l)rovided. 
SECTION 253. 1m-ASSESS1\1ENT. ·u said assessment shall 

bf.! set aside by the commissioners, as a£oresai<1, or by the . court, for 
any cause, jurisdictional or otherwise, saicl commissioners shall forth
with proceed ile novo, without any further order :from th~· council, to 
mal{e another or new asse,ismt'nt, and they s11a1l proceed in like manner 
and give like notice as herein requireu in relation to the .first assess- -
n1ent, and all parties in interest shall have like rights, and the sai<l com- . 
missioners shall pcl'fonn like duties and have like powers in relation 
to any subseqnent determination a1:1 are }1ert'by given in: relation to 
the fh'st assessment. Proviilcc1, however, that, ii the damages oi" bene
fits assessctl to any parcel of lanu shall not be appealed :from, or shall 
not have been set aside by t110 court, the saia commissioners in any 
subsequent asseesment may omit such parcels of land as to which the 
first asRessment shall not have been set aside or appealecl from, or on 
which said assessment shall have been pt1id; and as often aij an assess
ment against any parcel of real- estate for ans local improvement is 
set aside the same shall be re-assessed until said property shall have paid 
its proper proportionate ~hare oi' aEsessablc benefits accrni11g from said 
imp1:ovement. Provic1ec1, further, that no scconcl or oth_er assessment 
for benefits call be macle against any parcel of laurl which the court· 
sha11 adjudge is not benefited by the improvenwnt for which the assess
ment was attempted to be mal1c_, or which the court shall adjudge 

j~ not subject to assessment. . ,_ : 
SECTION 254. APPEAL. Any paTty intercster1. 1.11 any ptop-

l•rty tt1ken or damaged in the~c 1n·o('eeclings, or any C'-itizei1 of the city 
en· the city, may appeal to the <1istrict conrt of the cou:nty i;n whicli safd 
propci·ty is situatecl ·from _an awurcl or assessment of c1anrnges in the 

manner provided :!'or 11eremafler. 

DIVISION II. 

SECTION' 253. '\YUBRE 'J'HIDHE CAN BE, NO ASSESS
llIENT FOH BJ~NEFl'l'fl, PIWCRDlJRE. Whenever, in cases o:£ 
eon<lemnaiion of any snc•h propert.y set forth in section 237_ 0£ this 
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charter where there eJU be no assessment :for benefits, all of the acts 
' . ' . . . '<Ind proe~ed:mgs :cequir(>cJfo be had and done in Division 1, of this 

chapter, in proceedingl; w11ere there may be an assessment :for benefits~ 
shall be hQ.d as requireil in Division ll hereof, where foerc can be no 
assessn,icnt for benefits, except that the commissioners in the latter case 
shall i~ no event make. an usgessment for benefits. And all the pro
:visions oi said Division 1 of this chapter shall, so far as applicable, ap
ply fo and be in force hereunder in Division 11 l1ereof, to condemn 
property where there can be no assessment for benefits. 

SECTION 256. (lOMPENSATION OP COMMISSIONERS. 
Whenever my commissirn.ers nppoillted 11nder t1rn provisions of this 
~haptet ihall have confirmed their assessments or their awarcl, and 
certified .and ftled with tLc clerk such a~se::i-\mc11ts ancl awards and all 
ltppeuls bave been disposed of, and they shall have :finaUy completed 
their work as st1ch commii>:'ioners, the co1tncil shall pay them suc11 :rea
'/ionable compensation for their se:rvices as it may aeem just. 

. · .... SlliCTIO:N 25"/. 'EFFECT OF AWARD. Whenever an award of 
damages shall be ma<le and confirmec1 and not appealed :from, in any 
pl'oceedings for the taking of property tmder this chapte1·, or wl1enever 
the court shall render :final judgment in fill.y appeal hereunde1· the 
rights of all parties in said matter shall be finally fixed and. determinecl 
thereby, and the san,i,e .shall constitute a lawfol ancl sufficient condein
nation and appropriation to public use of any property or rights speci
fied in section 240 of· this charter for which c1amages are so awarded, 
an.d every right, title and·. interest therein aml thereto and every lien 
t}lereon shall be thereby divested: and th(.' city shall become vested with 
and entitled to and become the owner of t11e property taken and con
dem:ned, absolutely, for all purposes except as tc lan<ls taken for street, 
alley or highway pnrposes, in w1lich the city shall acquire only an 
ea_se~ent for such purposes. And the cil.y sl1all be bound to and shall, 
witbm o~e year 0£ sue11 :final c1etermination, pay the amount of such 
awara with lawful interest from the date 01 the final award or confir
matio:1 ~hereof-1- or judgment of eonrt as the case may be; and if not 
~o paid Judgment therefor may be bad against the citv. In case there 
15 any doubt as to who is entitled to such 1-oropensation or damages, 
01' any part thereof, th1; amount so awarded or in doubt or fa dispute 
sl}all be by the cou1:cil appropriatecl all(l set apart in the treas11ry :for 
'.'hoever shaU establi~b. his rights the1•eto by a p1·opcr judicial pl'oceed
tng and the production of a eertified copy of liis judgment, and in all 
cases, before payment of any such awarcl, tlie owner,. or such property 
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or the claimant of the award shall furnish satisfactory evidence to the 
council of his rights to such award. 

SECTION 258. ABANDON.of.ENT. The city of: Virginia may, 
by resolution of. the council, at any time before the confirmation by the 
commissioners of their awartl of damages or benefits, 01·, in case of an. 
appeal, within twenty days after tlie :final tlelormination thereof, aban
c1on. such proceedings, ana shall thereupon pay the cost thereof. 

SECTION 259. DESCRIPTIONS 11'0 BE REClORDED. Up
on tho completion of any proceedings 1inuer this cliapter for the 
acquisition of any property by the cily the council shall cause an accur
ate deseripti.on of the· property so taken to be 1ireparec1, with a state..
ment of the amount of damages, ii any, awtn·clccl anc1 paicl or to bP 
paic1, to the former owner thereof, and cause its mayor ana clerk to 
acknowledge the same for the city, aml cm1se the same fo be rccorcled in 
the office of the register ol: deeds of Hie county in which snch property 
fa sitnatecl; and it is hereby made the cluty of such register of deeds, 
upon being paid his stat1.1tory fees, to record such statement in some 
appropriate book in bi~ office, ancl such 1;ecord, or a duly certified copy 
thereof, shall be prhna fade cviclenre that tlw city o:1: Virginia. is the 

lawful owner of such property. 

PART IL. 

LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

S:rnO'l'ION 260. PROCEDURE FOR MAKING IMPROVE
MENTS, GEANT OF POWERS. The city of Virginia is hereby au
thorizec1 to fill, excavate, grade, level, pav(l, re-pave, curh, wall, bridge, 
gravel, macaclamfae, sprinkle, plank, sv>'eep or light any street, avenue 
lane, alley, or highway, and keep the i::ame in repair, also to :6.11, ex
cavate, grac1e, improve, protect ancl ornament any park, public park, 
squai·e or ground; also, to construct, improve or ornament any park 
bonlevara or grass plat; also., to plant and protect, shaclc and orna
mental tre('S along streets nml avenues; also, to construct, lay, re-lay 
nncl repair sidewalks, sewj?l'S, 1·etaining walls, gutters, drains and 
pipes for surface water and private orains in, ov<>r or uncler any street, 
Jane, alley or highway; also, to abate 11nisances; also to drain low 1andis 
within the city when they constitute a nuisance; and the whole or any 
part of the expense of such improvements may, f(Ubject to the provisions 
of tl,is eharter, ancl especially Section 238 anrl 2G5 thereof, be defrayed 
by an assessment 1.1pon the real ei:;tate benefited thereby in proportion 
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to such benefits, without, regard to valuation, to be determinecl and 

levied fu: the mannedn this chru.'ter providerl 
.· SECTION 261. I¥PROVEMEN'l', HOW ORDERED. When• 

ever the· city council deem it necessary or for the best interc.-1t of the 
city that any street, alley or avenne, be graded, curbed, surfaceu or 
paved, or any. otller local improvement, except sidewalks ancl sewel's, 
be made, it may,· by resolution, uircct that such improvement be made 
and proceed to make the sfiltle, and assess the cost thereof as in this 
.charter specified; pwviaed, that UJ)On petition of the owners of one
half of. the property fronting upon any proposed im:provement, t1ie 
council shall at once cause such improvement to be made, if the cost 
thel'eof, together with othel' similar improvements already orc1erecl, . 
shall not exceed the amount of money appro1Jriafocl for that purpose for 
that. year; and provided, further, that it sha11 not be mall(1ator,v for 
the council to grant such petition unless nt least one-half of the lots 
abutting s11ch proposed improvement are then occupied by residences 

or business houses. 
. .SEOTION 262. SIDEWALKS, HOW OJWERED. 'l'he city 

. co~mcil may at its own option, and upon petition of the owner of a ma
jority of the lots on one side of any one block it shall, by re.solution, 
direct that a siile-wnlk be const111ctcd or rn-constructed along such 
property, specifying the width thereof and the material of which the 
same is to be constructed. Personal notice or the publication of such 
resolution once in the official paper of the city shall be sufficient notice 
to the owners of the land along which such sidewalk is to be hunt, 
to construct the sa111e, and unless such owners shall each along his 
respective land construct and fully complete such e.iclewa1k within two 
weeks after the publication of such resolution, as aroresaid, tho city 
council sl10.ll :forthwith proceed to construct such walk in accorclance 
with said resolution, and ascertain the expense of constructing the same 
ancl assess and levy such e:x11ense upon and against, each lot and parcel 
of land upon which such sic1ewalk shall front, in accordance with foe 
provisions herein made. It shnll be the duty of the city council, before 
ordering the construction of: any new sidewalk, to cause the grouncl 
upon which it is to be built to be properly grueled. 

SECTION 263, PROPERTY OWNERS rro CONSTRUCT 
AND REPAIR SIDEWALK.. It is hereby mncle tho duty. of all 
owners of 1anc1 ac1join1ng any street, lane or nllev in t11c city to con
struct;' re-uonstrnct ancl maintain in gootl repair, ·surh siclewa1ks along 
ihe SIC1e of the street, laM or alley next to the lands of such owner 
respectively as 1nay have been heretofore constnrnterl, or directed by the 
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city council to be built, and the same shall be constructed of such ma
terial and width, and upon, such plan and grade as the city council 
may by ordinance or otherwise pre~cribe; pwvitlec1, that if a wane 
is orclcred re-constructed by reason of a cl1Ungc in grade, then and in 
that event, no part of the cost shall be assessed against the abutting 

property. 

SEC'l'ION 264. SEWERS. The council mayi at its own option, 
and shall upon petition of the oWJlers of: one-fourth (¼) or the 
property to be benefited thereby, at once 11roceed to construct or cause 
to be constructed any lateral sanitary sewer and may assess cost thereoi 
against the property benefited thereby. All trnnk or main line sewers 
and storm sewers, and all improvements ancl repairs of same s1rnll be 
made by the city nncl the entire expense thereof slmll be paid out 
of: the general :func1 or permanent improvement fund. Whenever a la
tC'ral sanitary sewer is ordered, tho city shall at once proceed to con-
8truct any trunk or main line sewer made necessnry thereby. 

SJWTION 265. LOCAL 11\IPROVEirENTS. HOW PAID 
:FOR. 'l'he lots fronting upon any street or ayenue, ·may be assessed, 
in proportion to benefits and without regarc1 to valuation, for not to 
c,xceecl forty J.)er cent ( 40 per cent) of tlie cost of all paving, c~rbing 
and street gmilinCJ' upon the portion of such street or avenue directly. 
in front of such l~ts; but the balance of. the cost. of such paving, curb
ing, and street grading, and the total cof\t of such paving, curbing and 
stre0t grac1ing at all intersections of streets and a1leys, ancl the total 
cost of l'epaving and of all other improv:ments on such streets and 
avenues, except sidewalks and lateral s~rntary_ sewers, also the :otal 
cost of all local improvements, except s1llewalks a11d lateral samtary 
sewers on all other streets, avenues anc1 all alleys, slrnll be paid by the 
city 

0
;t of the gcmeral fnnd or pel'manent improvemen_t fund; provided 

that tlie cost of street. sprinkling may be nssesgecl agamst the property 

lienefite(l. as in this charter pl'ovided. 

SE~TION 266. BXEM:P'l' PlWPEH'l'Y. The amounfa which 
woulrl otherwise be assessable against public pl'opm~!Y or property cx
rmpt from assessment for improvement shall be pmc1 out of the per-

manent improvement :funcl 
SECTION 26'i'. SEVERAL 11\lPROVEl\1:ENTS. One or 

·f sucll improvements upon one or more streets may be mac1e nt more o. , · . . ·~ 
tl C t1

•
111

e under one orc1er anc1 m one assessment proceeding, amt 
1c smn , . . 

• tl at case be inclnc1ec1 in one contract; lmt m such case the as
may m 1 • • d 

bl expe.,,~e of each improvement shall be separately apportione 
SC'SSa e , = 
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to such benefits~ witho11t, regard to valuation, to be determined and 
levied in. the malillel' :in this charter provided. 

: SECTION 261. 1¥PROYE:MENT, HOW ORDERED. When• 
ever t11e city council c1eem it necessary or for the best interest of the 
city that any strret, alley or avenue, be grac1ec1, curbed, sur.faccx1 or 
paved, or any other local improvement, except sidc,valks and sewers, 
be made, it may:, by resolution, direct that such improvement be made 
and proceed to make the same, and assess the cost thereof as in this 
charter specified; provided, that npon petition of the owners of one
half of the lJropcrty fronting npon any pl'oposcd improvement, the 
council shall at once cause s11ch improvement to be mac1e, if the cost 
thereof, together with. other similar improvements alreac1y orc1ere<1, . 
shall not exceed the amount of money appropriated for that purpose for 
that year; and provided, further, tl1at it shall not be mam1ntory for 
the council to grant such petition. unless at least one-half CYf the lots 
abutting such proposed improvement are then occupiecl by resic1ences 

01· business houses. 
· SEC'l'J:ON 262. SIDEWALKS, HOW OllDERED. The city 

council may at its own option, and upon petition of tlle owner of a ma
jority of the lots on one side of any one block it shall, by resolution, 
direct that a side-walk be constructed or re-constructed along such 
property, specifying the width tlmeof anc1 the material of which the 
same is to be constructed. Personal notice or the publication of such 
resolution once in the official paper of the city shall be sufficient 11otice 
to the owners of the land along which such sidewalk is to l)e built, 
to construct the same, and 1mless such owners shall each along his 
respective land construct and folly complete such E<h1cwalk within two 
weeks after the publication of such resolution,, as aforesaid, tM city 
council shall forthwith proceed to constrnct such walk in accordance 
with said resolution, and ascertain· the expense of constructing the same 
and assess and levy snch expense upon and against each lot and IJarcel 
oi land upon which such sidewalk shall iront, i11 accorc1ancc with the 
provi~ions herein made. It shall be the duty 01 the city council, before 
ordermg the construction of any new sic1ewa1k, to cause the grounc1 
upon wlrich it is to be built to be properly gtadec1. 

SEC'I'ION 263. PROPER'rY OWNERS TO CONSTRUCT 
AND REPAIR SIDEWALK. It is hereby mac1c the duty, of all 
owners ot land iuljoining any street, lnne or nll<'v in the city to con
siruc~, re-construct ancl maintain in gooa repair, , sn<'h sickwalks along 
ihe side of the street, lane or alley next to the lnnrls o:f such owner 
respectively as may have been heretofore construdec1, or directed hy t1rn 
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city council to be built, and the same shall be constrncted of such ma
terial , and wic1th, anc1 upon such plan and grade as the city co11ncil 
may by ordinance or otherwise presctibe; 1n-ovit1ed, that if a walk 
is ordered re-constructed by reason nf a change in grade, then .and in 
that event, no part of t11e cost shall be assesf!ed against the abutting 

property. 

SECTION 213,1. SE'iVERS. The council mavJ at its own option, 
and shall upon p~tition o:f thCJ, owners of one-fourth (¼) of the 
properi-y to be benefited thereby, at once 1)roceed to construct or cause 
to be constructed any lateral sanitary sewer and may assess cost thereof 
ngainst the property benefited thereby. All trunk or main line sewers 
and storm sewers, and all improvements anc1 repairs of same shall be 
maclc by the city and the entire expense thereof shall be paid out 
of the general fnnd or permanent improvcmcut func1. Whenever a la
kral sanitary sewer is ordered, the city shall at once proceec1 to con
fitruct any t~unk or main line sewer made necessary thereby. 

SECTION 265. LOCAL 11\lPROYEl\TENTS. ROW PAID 
:FOR. The lots fronting upon any 1'-h'eet or ave1111e, ·may be assessec1, 
in proportion to benefits and without regard to valuation,_ for not. to 
c,xceed forty per cent (40 per cent) of the cost of all pavmg, curbmg 
nnd street grading upon the portion of such street or avenu: directly. 
in :front of such lots; but the balance of the cost_ of such pavmg, curb
hlg, ancl street grading, and the total cost of such paving, curbing and 
street grading at all intersections of streets ancl alleys, and the total 
eost of repavincr and of all other improvements on such streets and 
avenues, except" sidewalks and lateral sa_nitary_ sewers, also the ~otal 
c•ost of all local improvements, except s1dcwall,s aud lateral_ samtary 
Rcwers, on all other streets, avenues anrl a~ alleys, s11all be pmd by. the 
city out 01 the general fond or pennanent 1mproveme~t fund; provided 
th;t tlic cost of street sprinkling may be fif;Sessecl agamst t1rn property 

benefited, as in this clrnrter provided. 

SECTION 26(i. EXEiVIPT PROPERTY. 'I'he amounts which 
, 11]cl otherwise be assessable against public }Jl'Opcrty or property ex-

"
0 

· · · 1 1 ·a t f ;:l r.mpt from assessment for fo1pi·ov<.m1ent s 1al be pa1 on o 1, 1e per-

manent improvement famc1. 

STW'l'ION 26'1. SRVERAL H'IPIWVE:MENTS. One or 
. .~ ~ ,c]i 1·=provemcnts u1Jon onn or more sheets may be mac1e at more 01 ol, u, • ··~ 

tl 
. e t

1
•111e uncler one ortkr all{l in one asseRsment proceedmg, ann 

IC S,Ull · , • . 
, · tliat case be inclm1ecl fn one contract; hnt m such case tl1e as• 

ma,} m , 1 t· d 
· bl expen~e of each improvement shall he separate y appor 10ne . sessa e ~ 
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. ana nssessed -upon tl1e several parcels of land benefited by such im-

provement in pl'opcrrtion.of such benefit. . . 
· · SECTION 268. APPLICATION. All apphcations, proceedn1gs 
or· propositions for any improvement authorized in sccti_on 2GO o:f this 
chai:ter shall be mQde to or emal1ate irom the council, except such 

·a.c:; are ptope
1
•ly authorizecl by the park commission und~r this c11art~r. 

Any such app)ication Ol' petition made to the counml shall be m 
wtitfog and if mu:ae· by ownel'S of property liable to be assessed t~10ref or 
flhnll state the p1nce 0£ :residence of each signer and shall speedy the 
real estate own:eclby each signer which he believes will be benefitd by 
the imp1;ovement thereundm:, and such petition shall be verified by the 
oath of strnh sfo:ner and sl1all l1e prima facie evidence of its own genu
in~ness and 

0
£° th; facis therein stated, ancl shall be preserved in the 

office ofthederk. The council shall inve::;tigate the proposed improve
ment and the cost of tbe same, and whet11er the requisite number of 

· owners to be assessed therefor lrn,ve joined in the petition, and if it shall 
be determined that such improvement or 1J1odification thereof slrnll be 

. necessary or proper, it may, in its discretion, subje~t to the provisions 
of · section 153 ox this charter, by resolution, dcda,rc its purpose to 
1uake snid improvement~ w11ich 1·esolution shall state the facts so far as 
applicable· required to be stated in said resolutio~, sp_ccified .in section 
2,39 of this charter. Thereupon, the cleTk shall give like notice to that 
required in said l;ectiqn 239.

1 
and all the provisions of saicl sec~io~, 

1;0 :far as applicable, apply to and govern the action of the council in 

Uris proceeding; 
· SECTION 269. CONTRACT AND ASSESSMENT. \Vheb 

the council shall aut11orize any impro,emcl).t described in section 260 
of this charter it shall ca.usu the work described in said orc1cr to be let 
and done by contract, as in this clmrtcr provided. Upon the making 
of such order and letting of such contract, tirn council shall thereupon, 
Ol' at a subsequent meeting, appoint three commissioners, who shall 
have the same qunlification and powers and qualify in the same, manner 
and perform the same duties so far as necessary and proper, tl1at arc 

prescribed in section 240 of fois clrnrter. 
Said commissioners slmll procee<l without delay to assess so muc~

1 

o:f the amo1mt 11ecessary to pay the cost of such improvement as is. 
assessable, including tbe expense or making such assessment, as near~y 
as they can ascertain the sauic, on the propmty benefited thereby, in 

proportion~ as nenrly as may be, to the benefits resulting thereto; but in no 
case in excess of such 11enefits. In making the nssessmcnt roll the 
commissioners sliall describe separately each parcel of property assessed 
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and the amount assessed against the smne, and shall state the names 
o:C the owners thereof so far as known fo saicl commissioners. No 
mistake or omission in the owner's name sha11 in any wise affect such 

assessment. 
SECTION 270. RAILWAYS. vVhen, in any case, any portion 

or the cqst and expense of 1naking any improvemerrt mentioned in 
section 260 o:E this cliarter shall, by virtue of any law or ordinance or 
by virfue o:f any contract, be chargeable 'upon any railway or street 
railway company, the amount so chargeable may be assessed against 
such property, and the balance only upon such :real estate to, be bene• 
fitecl thereby; anc1 the city :inay collect the amount so assessed ,against 
:;;aid raih,:ay company by disfress and sale of personal property, in 
the manner provided for by tlie general laws, o:E this state in the case 
of taxes levied upon personal property, .or by suit brought to enforce 
the collection of any indebtedness; provided, however, that any real 
estate belonging to such railway company and subject to assessment and 
aeemed benefited by any such improvement shall be assessed as in other 

cases. 
8]1CTION 271. NOTICES TO BE GIVEN. Before proceeding 

to make an assessment for any improvement mentioned in salcl section 
260, said commissioners s11all give the notice prescribed in section 241 
o:E this charter, and· all the provisio11s of saic1 section 241, so :far as 
applicable, shall apply to anc1 govern the acts and proceedings of the 
commiesioners appointccl a11cl acting under Part 11 of this chapter. 

Auel in case of failll1'e of said commissioners to serve notice, the 
provisions of section 242 of this charter shall apply to and govnm 
the acts uncl proceedings 0£ said commissioners and the council. 

SECTION 272. NWrIOE OF HEARING OBJECr.rroNS AND 
CONFIRMATION. The commissioners shall view the premises, take 
evidence, heal' all parties interested and assess the benefits, and in ·per
fol·ming these duties all the acts nnc1 procce,1ings of the commissioners 
shall be done under the provisions of sections 243, 244, 245, and 24G 

01 this charter, and all the lJl'ovisions of said sections, so far as appli
cable, shall be in force anc1 apply to the acts of said commissioners. 1m~ 
der this section, and when said assessment is confirmec1 it shall be :final 

and conclusive u11on all patties not appealing thcrefro111. 
SECTION 273. .ASSESSMENT rro BE CER'l'IJi'IED. Wlwn 

said assessment is so C'011:6rmecl, it, together with all affidavits of 
publication and proofs of service of: notices connectecl therewith sha11 
be duly certificcl hy said commissioners, and filec1. with ancl entered 
in a book kapt for that purpose by the clerk, who shall forthwith, 
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under tl1e direction of the council, certify saiu assP.ssment to the au
q_jtor 0£ t}lis coimty, and said auditor shall at once extend sai~l assess
ment for collection against tI1e several pareols of property certified to 

him upon the proper books jn llis office. 
A:ny special asse1:sn1ent and the folei:est thereon whfr.11 shall not 

have been paid on or before the first clay of January following the re
turn thereof shall thereafter· be payable to the county treasur~r as 
ot11er · taxes and assessments, are payable, and shall become delinquent, 
and be subject to like penalty as state and county taxes; and saicl 
county ti·easurer shall muke settlement with the citv treasnrer :for all 
·collections made by him on account thereof in th~ same manner as 

:for other taxes levied in the city. 
Said clerk shall aleo maln~ and eertify a copy of said assessments 

to the treasurer of the clty, whose c1uty it s11all be to receive payment 
of all such assessments and interest, up to aml including the thirl:y
:first day of Decem1Jer following, and saicl al'Scssment sl1all bear in
terest at tlie legal rate from the elate of the :filing of the same with 

said treasurer. 
· · · When any such assessment is paicl to the treasure1· o.f thn city he 

shall give ~uplicate receipts theml'or, one of which shall be delivered 
to the clerk, who shall tl1ereupon mark 1rpon his toll opposite the appro
priate parcel of 1.anc1 the words "l)aid 011 the ..... day of:. .... ;" and 
on the ftrst day of: J annary following, the clerk, after comparing his 
roll with the roU in the office of the treasurer, s1ia11 certify to the 
county auditor all paymontfl made on account of such assessment, and 
said auditor shall mark on his book_, opposite the appropriate parcel 

of land, therein rleAcribed, the worcl "Paid." 
. SECTION 274. APPEAL 'l'O DISTRIC'f COURT. Any per
son interested in any property assessed under this chapter for benefits 
resulting from any improvement, or any citizen of the city, or the city 
rn.ay. appeal from such assessment to the clh,trict court of this county 
within ~wenty days after the date ot confirmation thereof, ancl such 
appeal is hereby declared to he the condmdve wa:v in which said 
assessment can in any wise be revicwccl, morlifiea or ;nnul1ecl, and this 
shall be construed to UJ)ply to all appeals allowed by this cliapter. 

SEC'l'ION 2'i'5. PllOCRD1JRE ON APPEAL. Said appeal 
s~all be made by serving a copy of notice o:f app<~al upon both the 
city clerk ancl mayor stating that the appellant appeals to the district 
court from said an>s t t th · · · · 1 • • • ' l:i • smC1n , oge · er with a honcl or mulerlakmg wit 1 

t~ie city m at least the smn of One Hunurecl (~100.00) dollars. conc1i~ 
tioned to pay all co"t tl t b 0 s 1a may e awarded against appellant, which 

CITY Of VIRGINIA. 95 

bond shall 1Jc executecl by two su1·eties, and approved l1y the city at
torney or by the judge of said court, and which notice s1rnll contain a 
descri:ption of the property so as~csserl, his interest in said appeal, and 
the objections of the appellant to such a~sei;s111ent, and by :filing with 
the clerk of saicl court, within eight clays thereafter saic1 11otice of ap
p0al with proof of sel'rico t11ereof. In case of an appeal it shall be 
the duty o:f the clerk of the city at the expense of tl1e appellant, within 
ten days after service upon him to prepare anc1 cleliver to the appellant 
a copy of the assessment roll as co11:6.rmec1, am1 within said ten days to 
transmit to tlie clerk oi said court a· copy of foe assessment roll as 
confirmec1 and of tbe order of confirmation thereof ancl the ol)jections 
and notice of appeal by appel1m1t, together wifo a certifiec1 copy· of the 
bond above mentioned., showing the approval and time of filing thereof. 

It shall be necessary to incluc1o in snch co11Y only those pages of 
said mll which are pertinent to the property involved in such appeal~ 
which copy within fifteen clays after tlie taking of. such appeal, shall 
be filed by the appellant in the office of the c1erk 0£ court to which 
tl1e appeal is taken. The district colli't may, for goocl cause sl1own, 
grant further time for iiling such certified copic>s, or may, when neces
sary, require a further return to be macle. The cause shall be entered 
bv such clerk in the name of t11e person taking said appeal against the 
city as an "appeal fron1 assessment," anrl it may be ]Jl'ought on :for 

hearing by either party. 
SECTION 276, PROCBDURE IN COURT. Such appeal shall 

br. trircl by the court, without a jury., at a general or special term, 
without pleading, other than above statca. "Upon such trial tlie appel
lnnt can mnlrn no other objections to saic1 assessment than thoro stated 
in his notice 0£ appeal, but t110 court may, in Hs discretionJ · permit 
such notice to be amenrled in this respet't at any time. The court shall 
hear such co111petent eviclenee as may be offered by either party, and 
mav revise, correct, amenil, reduce or conffrm the assessment appealecl 
fro~, or mny order new assc~i;ments to be mac1e ns to the property 
concerning which such appeal is tak<'n, anc1 in that e,cnt sliall direct 
the commissioners how to make such re-assessment so as to avoic1 the 

errors complained of. 
The court shall not clismii;s the appeal, 01· confirm or annul the 

assessment, on the ground that only a portion of tbe assessment roll 
Jins been returned; but either party may intracluce the whole of saill 
roll in evidence, and the same shall., in all cases, whether on said ap
peal or ot11erwise, anc1 in all courtsJ be prima focic eviclencc of the 
valic1ity 

0
£ all proceeding~ up to and including the confirmation of 
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the assessment; and no proceedings shall be had or taken · ancl 
no award or assessment made in any ca:,e arisinn- under tl 1•8 ; t 
·h ·11 b • • • . . . · · b 1 c1rnp er 

s a e v1hatetl or held mvahd bv rettson of an'· 1'nf01, nnlit · • . . • . " · • , : 1 u v or 1r-
l'egulanty m such proceedi~gs or in or about the making ·or such 
a' war .. 0. or assessment, unless 1t shall appear that by Tea son of Stiel · _ r n· .. 1 . · . 1m 
orma l y or irr~g~ anty substantial injury or prejudice has resulted 
to the part~ clam11ng to be aggrieved, ·and no objections on account 
of. nUeged n·l'egulari!Y or informalities in the proeeecJings occnning 
before the confirma~1on and estah1isl1mcnt O'f suc11 award or assess
:;e~ts by the collllc1l shall be uonsidere<1 on appeal, unless such oh
Jectlons s~all ~,ave ~een presented to tho council or filed with the citv 
clerk as prescribed JU Section 275 of this charter • 

'D'.. . . . 
1sburs('ments, but no costs, may, in the c1iscretion of the court, be 

.allowed upo,n such appeal, as in other l:ivil case:1, hut any jucJrrment en-
tered therefor again t · ·1 't l I · " .· .... , . . s · sm1; c1 y s ia l be scpnrntc jm1gment ancl paid 
out. of the general fund. o£ the citY. 

SECTION 27·1'. RB-ASSESSl\IENT. The connmsrswners may 
re:.a.s§,ess ,1.µy J?arcel of 1-md for benefits for loc-al improvements whe~ 
ll_eemed necessnry nncl proper. by them, and in such rase all the provi-
sions of section 253 of th· b -t .P.: • • • t . d · · . . · · ' . . 18 c m <'r, so illr as applicable shall apply 
0 a~ go'Ve:r~ th0 nets ancl proceedings of: saic1 connnfasimrnrs. 

t
. Ancl sma commissioners are hcrehv authoriz('c1 in their di;:::cr.e-
10u to levy nt· · ' · ~ b , ' , 

1 
a~ Ill t 1 10nal assessment upon parcels of lanc1 bencfitccl 

thy sucth local improvement in all cagrs wlit'rc if f-.hal1 ho found that 
e ac ua ussessable Mst of 1 · • , • the total ,' . t , · ma mig S!ll(1 unprovcment ]ms excec<lecl 

.· adt 
1 

amoun of benefits alrearly usst'sHH1 mu1 in such case such k 
5
~ 

1~na as~~sSnwnt shall he for Rttc.·h aclcli tinnal ai::sessable cost. and 

11 
.• 10 ctase _ce notice shall be give11 and similar lll'oceedings h;d in 

a respec s as m ma1dn · 1 .. · · .. S , . . g sm, origmal nsses1mwnts. 
E01'I0N <>rn WIIEN ~ ~ . after tl .1 t 

1
"' ' . ' . !ir i\SSES8MRNT A LIEN. From it11d 

ie ua e o the confl, t· . f · 1 . • . th'• 
1 

. rma rnn ° · t 1c assessment as prov1<lel1 for 
in is c iapteri such a~ses~ t I 11 thereby. ~~ .. men· 8 ia he a lien on all prope1·ty a:ffcctecl 

SECTION ""'9 DEIW ,; cleductfon .of ft,.,, . . ◄ . ,CrION FOH PHOlIP'l' PAYMEN'J'. A 
before the lai) ve fptc·r cent shall he allowed on all assessments paitl 

se O 1111c frn· the ar 1 1 • • this provision 1 
11 

·· , · lpea lCremhrfore prov1clcd for, hut 
8 ia not afl'ec·t the 11 t · made. · · · co ec ·10n of nssessmentR alreac1y 

SEC'l'ION 280 CI ER ~ ~ DECISION " . ,• , I\ Oli COUH'l' rro CER"l'IPY FIN.AL 
.1 • lhe final cl(>ei;.:ion f 

court as hereinabove . ,'d ·
1 

° evl•ry appeal taken to said tlistrict 
prnn ec shall be ce1'Lified to· the council by the 

..... 

: 
i • 
' ' 
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clerk o:f said district court within ten (10) days after snch final de
cision is made by :filing a certificate thereof with the city clerk of 
said city; and no appeal shall lie from such final decision, or :from any 
intermediate order or <lecision of said c1istrid conrt in the case. 

SECTION 281. LIEN OF ASSESS1IENT. All assessments, 
for any purpose whatever, levfo<l under the provisfons of this charter, 
shall be a paramount lien on the real estafo on which same was hn
posed, from tho date the warrant issued :for the collection thereof is 
received by the city treasurer, unless an ear1im: elate is herein speci-

fically l)rovided. 
SECTION 282. NlHIERALS USED TN ADVERTISEMENT. 

In all proceedings and advertisements for the levy and collection of 
such assessments, letters and :figures may be used to denote lots, parts 
of lots, lanr1s and blocks., sections, townships, ranges and parts thereof, 
the ;yea1· and the amounts. · 

SECTION 28:1. DIVISION OF ASSESSMENTS. Whenever 
the amount of any special assessment upon nny lot or parcel of land 
so transmitted to the conntY auditor ,shall exc·ccd the sum o:f twenty
five (25) dollars the county 'uuc1itor i,;hall clivi<le each such assessment 
in five equal parts, as nem·l~· as the imme can be c1ivWec11 and f!hall, in 
prope1· books to lw k<'pt by him., extenu the same in l)roper columns in 
such manner that sair1 assessment shall oxfom1 over five (5) successive 
vcars; the first of sueh iiwtallments shall be entered by such auditor 
~m tl~e tax 1ist for saicl eit;r for the 11<1:s:t ensuing year, anc1 each suc
ecssivc instnllrn0nt shall be t•nkwcl upon such bx list each succeeding 
war thereafter, resp0cth·ely; said auc1itor shall at the time 0£ so ex-
1.pnuing eaeh yrar's installnH'll1 01 saill spceial US$CSSment on the tax 
list at1d to the amount o.C cu('h. irn;!allrnenl after the :first installment, 
intcr<!8t fm· one ( 1) yem' on tlw cntirP amount r!':!mainiug un1)aid at 
the rate of six ·per C'<'lll pPl' a1'11m11, whil'h Bui<l interest on the whole 
/!monut:; 111'p:1i.tl ~hall be p:1i<l <•neh )'l'Hl' at the s:i.me time and in the 
~'!lll1C mmnwr ,':.> tl:e instnllnwnt fur thnt yrar. 

:-lEC'l'IO.N iSJ. P.\YI '.'W llEFEnmm J.XS'l'ALL.MENTS. At 
any time aftPl' th<' Ji1',t of s,1. h ins1allun111t:- i"' payable to the county 
tr~·asurtr the wto]l' or the 1 Pmaining im:iallment:;; may be paiil as 
I'ollows: 'rho ecnmty amlitor :,;hull, upon request of the county treas
mer, <1eli\'l'l' to snC'h e,,1mty irt'al'<l\H'l' a f\tntement of the total amount 
of snch assessment!:! not heretofore delivered by him to the county 
treasnrrr with the amount 1>]:nwn on :;ueh statement., and the county 
lre:~:;urer may thereupon recl'ini p·Q·nn•nt of the assessment shown on 

such statement and i::;sue 1cwipts therefor. 
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SECTION 285. A~SE8SlU<.!:X'l'N P~\.ID OVER 'I'O CITY 
'J'J{EASURER. · Such 1.sscssmenh;, when collecterl, ::hall be paid. over 
tngether with all costs, 1mmlties anc1 interest collected thereon at foe 
time of making paym~it of city faxes to the .city treasurer. Said 
county treasurer shall submit witl1 such payment an itemized statement 
showing the accurate distribntionr accorc1ing to the description or 
the l)Wperty assessedj of the amount so collected to, the several 
funds 'on acicount o:f which the asstssment was made. Tbe statement, 
suall apply to the accurate distrilrntion of costs, penalties and interest, 
as well as to the ainount co11ectcil, on tbe orip;inal assessment. 

SECTION 286: RELET'l'ING OF UNFINISHED CON
TRACT. In all cases. where the work for irny improvement contem
plated by the provisions of this act s1iall he suspencled before iinal com
pletion, by :failul'e ofthe contractor to perform the same or :for any other 
cause, i:he city couneil may relct the unfinished portion o:f i:n1c11 work 
in ~he same manner, as nearly as may 1Je, as pwdded in fois act for 
Jettlng oi conhacts for public impron~ments, aucl in every case of such 
new contract the work shall 'be 1mi<l for in the same manner ns con
tracts for other like improvements. 

. SECTION 287. LETTING OF CONTRACTS. The city coun
cil may order any improvement anr1 make and levv an ass~ssment 
H:e:efor ancl. collect the same under ancl in accorl1an~e wit11 the pro
, 1~ons o:f tlns chatter, prior to am1 without letting a conh'nct £or Urn 
domg oi such work, and the contract for the doing of such work s1iall 
~~ let,. or the city coundl shall dired, the cloing of such work um1er foe 

irecfaon of the city engineer without contrnct within six (G) months 
after auch assessment, in accordance with foe provif1ions of this clrnrter. 

· .. SECTION 288, ABANDONMENT 01.i' IlVIPROVEi\IENTS. 
'fir ·ty ·1 e ~r co~nc1 may, by a two-t1lirds (2-3) vote of its members, at 
any time prior to the execution of a contract therefor or the beginning 
of the worl· und t1 a· • · ' ·. ~ er le mchon o:f the city en rrineC1r without contract, 
abanaon any improve t :i ~ • " • . . men oruel'GCL bv the c1tv council under the pro-
:visions of this act, anu shall thereupon annul am1 cancel the special 
aasnsaess:~ent made ?0r. cnndcr to defray the expenses of such improvement, 

ii: any p rti f · :f d O · on o such assessment has been puic1 it sball be :re-
un eel t? the person or persons paying the same, , 

I 
. Secfaon 289. :MONEYS DERIVED FRO'~"' A.SSESSMEN'l'S. ::row HELD A}.'D A 

1 
· · lU. ~ • • t.. PPLIED. In ease mw as~cssment for unp1ove-

men 111s tcodllc,cted before the. making of sucl; improvement tho money 
so co ec e s11all bo kept so t 1 a t d t at para e rom the fonrlR of the city, an no 
evo e o any otbcr purpose than such improvement. 

... 
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SECTION 290. VARIANCE IN Al\'IOUNT OF ASSESS-
1'.IENrr NOT TO INVALIDATE. No special nssessmcnt shall be 
questioned or held to 1)e invalic1 because the amo1mt of sucl1 special 
assessment shall happen to be eithe:r mo:re or less tban tbe amount of 
money actually requirec1 for the improvement ,:for w11ich such assess
ment shall be 1nadc. If t11e amount derived by such special assess
ment sha11 happen to be less foan tlie amount required :!:or such im
provement, the ba1ance sball be paid. iroin the permanent improvement 
fund; and if there shall be any surplus from any such special assess
ment t1,e same sl1a1l be carried to the credit of the same fund from 
wJ1ic11 a deficiencv woulcl have been suppliecl, or be otl1erwise disposed. 
of, as to the city. council shaU seem most just toward the persons upon 
whom such special assessmcmt has been 1eviec1; provided, that when the 
total cost of any improvement for which special assessments have been 
made and levietl sl1all be less than ninety (90) per centum of the 
total special assessments assl'ssec1, leviec1 and collected i~r the same, 
said city council shall :refund, out of the pcrmm1ent 1ID.provemc11t 
:fond, t~ the person or persons who have paid the same their propor
tionate share of the excess of such total special assessments so collec-

ted ove:r the total cost of such improvements . 
SECTION 291. CREDIT ON FOR:WIER ASSESSMENT 

r AID. In case any assessnlt'nt lcvicrl to defray the expense of any 
imJJrovement herein provided f.or shall be annulled after any portion 

01 
such asse-ssment l1as been }Jaiu, i£ rcasse,rnmont is made under the 

provisions hereof to defray the ex1J011se of snc.h improvement, tl:e city 
dork shall note on the warrant r1rawn by 1nm for the coUectl.on of 
such reassessment 01· new asi;essment against any piece oi land upon 
w11ich such former assessment for foe same improvement 11as been paid, 
the worc1s "Paid on :former assessment $ .•........ ," whic11 shall 
cancel such assessment on that pm·cel to the amonnt as paid. 

SECTION 292. REFUNDING OF ASSESSMENT ON 
:\BANDOKMENT OJi' 11\iPROVEl\IEl\T. W11<:>n any improvement 
for which a special assessment has been levied is abandoned, if any 

ortion oi such assessment bas been 1Jaic1, upon the annulling of such 
}l) ci'al assessment it slrnll be the duty of the city C'lerk to notify the 
~e . . a 
})ersons having paic1 such_ assessment tl1~t the same has been annull_e 

cl that the um01mt pa1d by them will be refunded; and the · city 
an · · '1 'f · tl l b . th treasurer shal1, upon l-!md parties H 0nt1 ymg 1cmse ves as emg e 
persons entitled to haYe such a1:sessmcnt rdundccl, }Jay to such pe:rsons 
the amounts of such a,;".essments so paic1 by them. Said city clerk shall 
also notify the county treasurer of the annu11ment o:f such assessment 
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ana,.'u,von ·receipt OI such notice the county treasurer shall :forth
with. credit lhe amount of such speeial · asse$ment so annulied to the 
lots a'na" parcels of lan1I against which said asst:!ssment was made, pro
vided the same has not already been paid. 

. SECTION 293. COl\IPLETIOX PENDING .ASSESS:\IENT 
PROQEEDINGS. .Any proceedings instituted for the condemnation 
of land or otbet property, or for the assessing o:f benefits by eommis
f;ione:rs .f~i any improvement begun in the city prior to the time of this 
act ,becoming operative in such city may be canied on and fully com
pletea:' undei· and in accordance witll the provisions of the law then in 
force in the city at the time such proceedings were instituted, except 
t]mt ~lJOn the adoption of any assessment after this act shall have gone 
info force in the city, proceedings for the coll<'dion of the nsse:;sments 
the;ein levied shall be as herein provided for the collection of such 
nssessments. 

PART III. 

MAKING OF IlVIPROVE:\1ENTS. 

, , SECTION 294. PROVISIONS OF SEOTIONS 105-109 'ro 
.1~;t>~_JiY. E:x:cept as herein otherwise providecl, the provisions of sec
tip:q~r 105, 106, 107, 108 and 109 of this cliarter shall apply to con
~:a,,c_t~ ~:riticined in this chapter in like manner as to other contracts 
of Jue city. . 

, SECTION 295. PLANS. PROFILES AND SPECJFION
'~I9NS TO BE :OfADE. Whenever any public improvC'ment shall be 
ordt:;ed to be let for which an assessment is to be made as aforesaid the 
c~;i~cil ~hall :ause a plan or profile of the work proposed, together with 

· i1!e, spec~cahons for the cloing of the same. to be prepared, which shall 
h~ de~os:te~ with the clerk, anu kept by him at all times open for t!~c, ;pubhc rnspection. 

. , ~ECTION 296. RIGHT TO SUSPEND WORK. The right 
~qall. be reservecl in said conhact to the eno-ineer with ihe consent of 
the · \m ·1 · · · 0 

' t 
•• , 

0
~. 01., m case of improper construction, to suspend the work a 

a~y ~}me lii' to order the entire reconstruction of the same i:I: im-
11roperly done . 

. ·~ SECTIO~ 297, ES'l'IMA.TES. In the course of the proper 
performance of a contract t1rn council 1nav from time to time, not 
oi'tener than one th · • ' · tl n-• . . e a mon , as the work progresses, allow to 1e co 
trnctor est:mates of the amounts alreadv ;'lrnecl Jess 15 peT cent 
tim·eof, which, when ordered by the council, sh,all e~title said contractor 
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to receive the amount so allowed out of the money applicable to the 
payment o:E such work. When the whole work has been completed by 
rnch contractor to the satisfaction o:l: the com1cil the balance due may 
be auclited and allow-eel by the council on a :final estimate by the· coun
cil, and shall be payable out of the moneys applicable to the payment of 
such work. . . 

SECTION 298. GUARANTY OF DUR.A.TIO~. Whenever 
necessary or aclvisable, in case of contra,cts for ~ermanent improve
ments, the contract may provide that the city shall reserv~ 1,1p?n the 
completion of the work such sum and 11pon such conditions and .for such 
fongth of time as the specifications shall specify, as a guaran.tee for 
the duration of the work performed under such contract. . · . . 

SECTION 299. COUNCIL 'l'O COMPLETE WORK. If in 
foe opinion of the council any work ~ncler. c~ntract ~o~s not :r,r?gi·ess 
Mell month so as to insure its complehon w1thm the time. ninned m the 
rontract, the council shall have power to inrnish and use men and,mater
illls to complete the work, and charge the expense thereof to the ·contrac
tor and the same shall be c1ccluctec1 from any money due or to. become 
ilu~ such contractor, or may be collectccl from him on the sureties on 
his boncl in a suit by the city. 

SECTION 300. PROPEltrY OWNERS lVIAY OONS';':RUOT 
STREETS. Property owners shall be allowed to construe{; · streets 
and other puNic improvements upon, along or through the~r own 1Jrop
crt at their own expen,e, in such cases and upon such terms and un~ 
de:~uch :regulations as the council may prescribe from time to time by 

ordinance. 
SEO'l'ION 301. GAS, ViTATER AND SEWER PIPES LAID 

BEFORE p AVING. The city council shall have the power to, .and 

1 11 . 11·re before anv street is paveu, that. the water, gas and sewer s rn , 1eq1 , " . . i t 1. r. 1 
, b laid therein and conneC'bons macle with the Hon me o.c eac 1 
ppes 

0 
• • tl 1 "L t" 1 11 b 

1 t I tl business pOl'hon of the city 10 WOl'l o s rn e con-
0 . l1 JC ,r., f t Tl . 

struecl to mean a snb-divfaion with tw<.m~y-nvc foot r~n : us ~ro-
vision shall not apply as to gas pipes until a gas plant 1s .m operation. 

PART IV. 

SPRINKLING. 

SEC'l'ION 302. POWERS. The conncfl sl~all hav~ P?wer t?, 

d t ·t O"'ll option maY, sprinkle the streets, lughways, nncl pubhc an a 1 s " . . . . . or 
laces of the city or . any portion there?f, and assess the w]1ole 

~ny part of the cost of the same upon aclJaccnt property. 
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. SECTION 303. PETITION FOR SAME. Whenever the own
ers of a, maj.ority . of the abutting lots then occupied by residences, 
business houses or improved lawns, shall petition the council to have 
any street, highway, or pulJlic place or portion thereof in the city 
i;prinkled and to have the cost thereof, or such portion of such cost as 
shall not be a charge 1,1pon the city at large, assessed agaiJ1st the abut
ting property, the eouncil shall at once grant such petition and cause 
such sprinkling to be done, for that year and each year thereafter until 
a similar petition is presented to the council requesting that said 
sprinkling be discontinued. · 

SECTION 304. ASSESSMENTS, HOW MADE. 'The mayor 
and clerk, acting as commissioners :for that purpose, shall, when so di
rected by the council, al:'~ess the cost thereof by an equal rate per 
front :foot of the parcels of land abutting upon the streets, highways or 
public places sprinkled, and thereafter such assessment shall be ex
tended and collected in the same manner as in this charter provided for 
the · extension and ·collection of sit1ewalk assessments. Unless other
wi~ dfrected by the council such l'lprinkling assessment and levy s1rnll 
he made annually thereafter until such sprinkling is discontinued by a 
petition, in accordance with the preceding section. 

SECTION 305. COMPENSATION. The com~tissioners or per
sons making sidewalk or sprinkling assessments shall serve without 
compensation. 

PART V. 

vVIDTH---GRADE. 

.SECTION 306. ESTABLISHMENT AND CHANGE OF 
GRADE, WIDTH OF DRIVEWAY. 'l'h~ city council shall have 
power to establish the grade of any street within tbe city limits. It 
s~all cause accurate profiles of all g:ratles of all streets wl1en so estab
hsh:d to 'be made ancl kept in the office of the citv clerk. It may, by 
ordmance passed by the vote of two-thirds (2-3) of its members, 
change the grade ·of any street affor such gracle has been established; 
and . th~ publication of such ordinance shall be deemed notice to a11 
parties mtere~ted in the cliange of such grade. It may, in like man~ 
ner,_ whenever _the owners of a majority of the abutting lots then oc-
cupied by residences 1) · , l • ll . . . . · , usrneFS 1ouses or 11nprovc>d lawns sha pe-
~:twn the council to have the wic1th from Clll'b to curb of any street, 

igbway or public l)lace or portion thereof in the city chan(J'cd, pro-
ceed to so ehanO'e the sam u t1 ' • 

0 
tl 

• 5 ' e. pon 1e passage of such ordmance 1e 
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city council may at once, or at any time thereafter, cause such street 
to be gracled or the width from curb to curb ther~of changed, or both, 
in accorcla11ce with such new grade and wi<lth from curb to curb so 
estaulished. 

SEC'J'ION 307. OBJEC'l'ION TO CIT.ANGE OF GRADE. 
'l'he owner of p1·operty abutting upon a street, or avenue, the grade or 
width from curb to Clll'b of which has been Dnce established, shall . 
within thirty (30) clays a£tel' the publication of tlrn ordinance changing 
the grade or wic1th from curb to curb of such street or avenue, file in 
the office of the city rlerk his objection thereto, and make claim for 
Llamages to the pr-0perty caused by such change or be bal'l'ed from mak
ing any daim for damages. Such objection shall contain a description 
of the property claimed to be damaged ancl owned by such person, and 
the amount of clamagc claimed to be causecl to such property by such 
change of grade or width from curb to curb, ancl shall be verified by 
flie owner or his agent. 

SECTION 308. APPOINTMENT OF 00:M:M:ISSIOxnms. 
Upon the filing of any such objection and claim for damages, the city 
council may at any time after the expiration 0£ saic1 period limited fat 
the filing of objections, appoint five (5) commissioners of like qualifi
cations as herein presc:ribecl £or commiBsioners in condemnation pro
ceedings, to a1Jpraise the clamuges caused to the pl'operty or properties 
clescribecl in s11Ch objections, anc1 to award the same to owner or own
ers of such pro1m·ty or properties aml to assess the assessable amount 
of c1amages so awarded upon the property benefited by such change 
of (J'rade or width from curb to curb, in proportion to the benefits rc-

o 
ceived bv each tract or parcel without 1·egard to the cash valuation 
thereof, ·but no property shall be asscEisec1 in excess of the benefits 
aecruing to such property; and to report such award aml assessment to 

the city counciJ. 
SEC'l'!ON 309. HEARING. OF COMMISSIONERS. The 

1-airl commissioners Bhall be notified of thrir appointment, shall meet,· 
give notice, pcl'iorm their tlnties and act in like manner and shall be 
"overncd bv the same rules as herein prescribed £or commissioners in 
b • 
condemnation procceclings. Said commissioners shall, in making their 
award of damages, appraise and award damages caused to each parcel 
nr tract of property clrscribec1 in such objcC'tions and claim for damages 
made as herein prescribet1 by rcas0n of such change of grade or wiclth 
from curb to curb, not i1wlnc1ing in such damages any damage to or in
ierruption of the use of such property cansetl by t1ie worJc done or to 
he done in making such street conform to the grade or width from 
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clll'b to curb as s.o established, and in estimating such damages to be 
awariied as aforesaid, said commissioners shail consider ancl offset any 

. benefit accruing to 'tl:e said property by reason of such change of 
grade or width from curb to curb, and shall award only the excess of 
damages ovet such benofits, if any. 

SECTION 310. HEPORT OF COM.MISSIONERS. Said com
missioners s.hall make a report of their awarc1 of damages and assess
ments for benefits, and in case the benefits accruing to the property 
from such change of grade a1·e not as great as the damages so awarded, 
they shall s_o indicate in their report., stating the amount o:f such excess 
o:f damages. . 

SECTION 31L .ACTION OF COUNCIL ON REPORT. Said 
report shall be filed and presented to the city council upon like notice, 
and the city council shall acli- thereon in like manner as herein pre
scribed in condemmttion proceedings. 

SECTION 312. RWRT OF APPEAL. A.ny person aggrieved 
by such 1·eport shall have the same right of appeal, upon the filing o:i. 
objections in the manner prescribed herein as in condemnation pro
ceedings, anc1 the proceedings on said nppeal shall be the same as arc 
herein.prescribed in condemnation proceedings. 

SECTION 313. ABANDONMENT. In case the city council 
shall not have commenced the work of gradino, the sheet to conform to 
tile grade, or width from curb to curb as clum!ed it shall haYe the rictht 

, · · · b > b 

at_ any tirn~. during the pendency of the above proceedings, and until 
sald proceedm~s are conilrmed by it, and in case of any appeal from 
such coniirmation, then within sixty (60) days after the :final order of 
the °?urt upon sucl1 appea1, to abandon such proposed change of grade 
or width from curb to curb by a resolution passed to that effect, ancl 
thereupon aU pro.ceeclings had shall be abandoned ancl annulled, and 
±he city c~uncil shall tliereupon repeal the ordinance changing such 
grade or width from curb to curb. 

31:10TION 314. -CON'FIRMATION AND ASSESSMENT. In 
case SUJ.d proceedings are confirmed by the citv council or by the 01·der 
of the court, and not abandoned as herein pr~viclecl the same shall be 
final nd · l · ' a cone usive 11pon all parties interested and the city council 
sh~ll pr?ceecl to levy any assessment upon the several parcels de--
Scl'lbec1 m the assessn nt 1·st . . . 

• ' 
1e 1 reported by the commiss10ners in ac-

cordance with the a~sessn t fi 11 t b . ~ len as na y confirmed., and shall cause o 
e lDade, ancl shal~ ad~pt. an assessment roll of tlie same, and shall pay 

or_ ca~se to be paid w1thm one year from the time of the :final deter
mmation of such proceedings to the owner or owners of the properly 

,, 
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damaged 1)y such change of grade or width from curb ·to curb the 
amount awarded therefor, npon snch owner iumishing an abstract of 
title to ,mch 1Jroperty, al1C1 with the same right to require a boncl or pay 
the amom1t .af the award to the cle1·k of the dishict court, for the party 
entitled thereto, as herein• prescribed in conclemnation proceedings. 

CHAPTER 15. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

SEO'l'ION 315. CIVIL ACTION TO BE BROUGHT IN 
NA:UE OF CITY. All civil actions to recover any penalty or for
fc,itme uncler this chartel' or uncler any ordinaure or regulations passed 
in 1mrsua11ce thereof or for any other authorizeu. purpose, and all 
prosecutions for the violation of any penal provisions in this charter 
or of any ordinance or regulation adopted in purs:rnnce of this c~arle~, 
shall be brought in the corporate name of the mty. e:xcept as m this 
charter speciiiaally provided · otherwise. . 

SECTION 316. VAGRANCY CHAR.GE. In any complamt for 
the violation of any ordinance 0£ the city relating to tbe offense of 
vagrancy, it shall be sufficient to cha:rs:e t~1e defenda_nt with b~ing a 
vag1.'ant, and evidence of all facts conshtutmg the smd offense m the 
particulal' case may be given under such general chaTge. 

SECTION 317. INTOXICATING LIQUOR. In any complaint 
cl ar;ing the sale 01· disposal 0£ any spirituous, vinous, fermented, 
u 

1 it or intoxicating liquors conh'ury to any ordinance of the city, it 
lU ' }' 1 f . t . t' }' 
1 11 b l •. ,:,,!01·ent to allecte a sale or c ISposa o rn o:x1ca ·mg 1quor, ~ia esuu b • • • 

d . ·] cc 111 a,, )Je <riven under such allegation showmg or tendmg llll eVHCll ./ b 

to show the sale or dis1Josal by the defendant 0£ liquor of any one or 
more of the kinds above meritioneu; and when the proof _shows a sale 

1. 1 0 .e beer such liquor shall, in the absence of evidence to the or c 1sposa .L , ' • • • 1 
t l l)reRumerl to have been the kmd of beer orclmar1ly so d con rary, Je · , , . . 

over the bar and to have ?een. mtox.1cahng ant: proof _of the sale of 

l t l to be l·ntoxicatmg liquor shall be pmna :l'ae1e proof of the w ia provec 
f'ale of such liquor. ~ 

SECTION 318. CITIZENS ~ OT DISQU~\LIFIE~ AS :VIT-
:NESSES. No person shall be an mcompe~ent _Judge, w1t~C>ss, Jur?r, 

mnll·~sioner in any action or proceedmgs to wlueh the city referee or co • • • . 
· . . '·ty bv reason of his being an i11hab1tant thereof. 
18 

a ~;OTION 319. JU~Gi_m~TS-lI~'Y DIS?~ARGE?· No 
. t · favor of the city rn either a cml or crunmal action shall Judgmen 1n 
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.he. remitted or ~ischarged1 except by a vote 0£ three-:rourths (¾) 0£ 
all the membro:s o:f the' city council. 

SECTION 320. DISTRICT COURT TO ENJOIN. The dis
trfot court in and £or this county shall lmve jurisdiction and authority 
upon application from the city, to enjoin and prohibit any threatened 

. ·"' Ol' attemptecl violation of any oTdinance of the city that shall be 
passed in pursuance of or authorized by $Ubdivisions fifty ( 50) and 
fifty-one '(51) of section ninety-nine of this chm·ter, or any threatened 
or attempted violation 0£ any ordinance of the city prohibiting ob
si-ructions or incumbmnces or a'<cavations in or nmler public streets, 
roads, alleys, paTks or other public grounds in the city, or to enjoin 
and prohibit· the maintenance or· continuance of any such obstruction 
or incumbrance, or the creation, maintenance or continuance of any 
public nuisance of any sort in the city; nml the fact that any orclinancc 
in this s~ction above ref-erred to prescribes a. penalty for the violation 
thereof, or the :fact that nny person guilty oi such violation, or o:f any 
act.., attempt_ or offense fo this section referred to, may be liable to fine, 
imprisonment. or other penalty therefor, shall not bar any action in 
said district court to enjoin such violation, a.ct, attempt, or defense or 
abridge to any · extent wha.tever the jurisdiction or authority in this 
section. conferred upon saw. district court: 

SECTION 32L CLAiiVI TO BE l)RESEN'l'ED '.rO COUNCIL 
BEFORE ACTION :MAIN'l'AINED. No action· shall be maintained 
against the city of Virginia on account of or to recover damages fol' 
any injury or loss alleged to have been received or suffered by reason 
of a~y de:ec~ in any briuge, street.,. road, sidewalk, park, public grouncl, 
public buil~mg, or public works of n11y kind; or by reason 0£ any 
oileged -neghge~ce or miscondnct of any o:fficel', agent, servant, or em
p oye of t~1e city, at any time or place, unless the person claiming to 
h~ve_ sust~med such injury or loss, or his lawful representatives, shall, 
witlnn thirty (30) dav~ ·r. tl 11 · • l lt :1 • . , • • · J'•• or l.L 10 a egctl mJnry sha 1 have resu ecL m 
th0 aeath or msamty of the person injured then within sixty (GO) 
clnys aftei· the happ · .n • • ' • th · · . ' ' enmg 01 such mJnry or loss present l11s or eu 
clann. to comp~ns~tion, damages or other relier on account thereof to 
the city council m writi t t· tl • J I · 

d 
. ng, s a mg rn hnrn when the p ace w ier. e, 

an the cmmmstances 1 d , 1 . . ' ~ ~ 
1 

. • 1~ ei w. uch such mjury or loss occurreo, ant:i. 
i
1
ie a:11tount of c_mnpensabon or the nature of the relief demanded from 

, t 10 c1 -;y anc1 °"1Ve saic1 ·1 t 1 · 
• • ' 0 • '. Co11llc1 ·en (10) days time aftc1r such c ann 
1s so presented witlun wl · 1 t ) · ·· · · . . . ' uc 1 o l eeitle upon the roursc 1t will pursue 
mth :relation to such claim• . l 11 · t · 1 , nor s ia any sucl1 action be mam arnec 

• 

L 
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unless the same shall be commencea within one (1) year after the 
happening of such alleged injury or loss. 

SECTION 322. PROCESS MAY BE SERVED ON MAYOR. 
Service of process aml writs in any action or other judicial proceedings 
against the city, may be made by serving upon the mayo1· and presid
ing officer of the pro11er board) nnd npon such service being made 
ihe mayor shall immediately inform the city council or proper board 
thereof, and slrnll take such other steps in relation to the action or , 
proceedings in which such process or writs were issued, as may be re
quired by ordinnnce in such case provided, or by resolution of the city 
eomicil, or proper board. 

SECTION 323. CITY PROPERTY EXEMPT JHWM TAXA
'l'ION. All real estate and appurtenances thereto, all builclings, en
gines, truck~, cnrts, ap1)liances, and apparatus., all machinery, boats, 
pumpiug work~, and all other property of any kind or description, 
owned or held by the city :for city or public uses or purposes, shall be 
exempt from taxation and from seizure or sale untler or by virtue of 
any execution or other writ, or by virhw of any action or proceeding. 

SECTION 324. P.AYMEN'l' OF JUDGMENTS AGAINST 
CITY. When any :finnl judgment slmll be recoycrecl in any competent 
court Ttgainst the city, the same slrnll he paid out of any money in 
the general funcl in the city treasury not appropriated or req,uired £or 
other purposes. If there are no moneys in saitl fund which can be c1e
votec1 to the payment of such judgment without injtn·y to other inter
ests of the city, the· amount of such judgment with interest thereon 
shall be included in the next levy 0£ taxes orclered by the council, and 
when collected shall be paid to the holder of such judgment. 

SEC'rION 325. CITY OFFICERS, E'rc., EXEMPT FROM· 
JURY DUTY. All officers of Hie city while in office, and all em
ployes of the city, while in service, anu all officers and active members 
of the fire deparhnent in the city shall he . exempt from c1nty as 
jurors in any court or tribunal o-f iliis state. 

SECTION 32G. FAILURE TO HOLD ELECTION. Any fail
ure to hold, any election in the city at the time or in the manner in this 
chartel' prescl'ibed or any failure on the pai·t of the city council or of 
any city officer or office~s to periorm a:1y ch:ty ~rescribed by this cl1ar
i.er at the tinie when or m the manner m wlnch 1t should be performed, 
shall not operate to dissolve or s11spcncI tl1c city as a 1mmicipal cor
poration, or to dimi~1i_sh or afl'ect the city'.s municipal or corporate 
rights, power's or, priv1legc8, but such e:ecbo1: may be lielcl or such 
auty may ·be perfo1wecl at a snb:;eqncnt tune with :full :force and effect. 
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Sl!JPTION 327, POWTI!R CONFERRED 13Y C!HARTER T 

A BAR T. 0 COURT PROCEEDINGS Th £, .· :NOT 
th· h · · · e powers con cnec1 b' 
. is c arter upon the city council or upon any officer or o:fficers of th~ 

city. for the abatement. or rei?1oval of nuismices or for the arrest and 
!umshment of perso~s creah.ng or maintaining the same, shall not 
perate as a bar to p1·1vate actions or proceedinO's i t1 t t 

ihe same. o n ie cour s ·o abate 

SECTION 328. NUIS.ANCJDS ENUMERATED n ·1a· 
wlierein is depositecl any areater amount of .. d . tu mgs 
1 ·, t · 1 . · b gun pow er or other ex~ 

p osn~ ma errns or agent than may be authorizecl bv city orclinance 
gadmbling houses o1• places, houses of ill fame or of~ assi~ation d" ' 
or erly houi:,;es salo s . t1· ' b ' ls~ 
]" · . " ' . on . or O ier places where traffic in intoxicatinO' 
:q:rs, 1B d c~rried on without city license rcquirecl therefor ancl, all un~ 
ub ~rdize · _ine~bl'ances or obstructions on public streets 'l'Oac3 "' < alleys_ 

or 1·1 ges 1n said ·t , 1
"', • _ 

SECTION 32cq, are,hereby declared public or common nuisanc~s. 
BONDS TJ . , 9. CI'IY HAS RIGHT OF APPEAL. APPEAL 
apne"l t.o tl ~ed:1tyt. sltiall have the rjght fo make ancl tu prosecute an 

l! " k · 1s r1c court of tl · i of th' · t t • . us .couihy, or to the supreme court 
JS s a e, ln any acbon ' r . 

if the · · d t ox proC'eec. mg to wlnch it may be a pari.-y 
is one j~~:;~~ho:!el' or decr:e i_rom which it may desire to appeal 
~tate. And h . . appeal will he unc1et· the general statutes ef thfa 
• · w enever such an ap 1 • t 1 · honds on 

1 
pea 18 a rnn by the city the requisite 

· appea may be executed · th 
mayor, and attestecl b t ~ . . 111 

· e na~ie of the city h_y the 
ihe city th . t. . b Y he derk, who shall affix t .. lJe co1•porate seal of 

- ere o' ut no smeties . t•.n • rnch bonq. . or JUE< ·111cahon shall he requfred on 

The provision of this sc r . 
·npply to all bonds 

1 
. ~ .'_ cion rcspcctmg bonds on appeal 11hall also 

nish in actions 
O

• ~hnc 1 _it ~-ay become necessary for the city to fur-
SE . r o er JUd1cial proceec1inrrs 

j OTION 330. APPROV b • 

of any parcel of la~d ,t}. .A~ ~F PLArrs. Whenever nny plat 
nnd subdivisi·ons 

0
_r. 'h11 

nu the lmnts of tho city, s110wing c1ivisions 
• .i. sue par l . t . 

subnrittetl to the city ·te rn ° lots, blocks anc1 F-trcets, shall be 
of chapter ,sh:ty-:l'our (~:t1 for app~ovnl pursuant, to the provisions 
with intention to ded' t.. of the revised laws of 1905 or this state, 

ica e such streets to bl' accompanied with u cl 1' t· · pu 1c use, such plat shall be 
IJOI·tions of the cit:, t e ~~~ Jon of a SUificfont part of other platted 

·J o 1n:n1cate how ti t 
correspond and connect .• · ie s reets marked on such plat 
t1 with ~trcet" alr 1 · • • 

ie council may reqtlhe 
1 1 

· ··. ' cac y m use m the city; anr1 
shown on the plat s · sue 1 a tembous to he made in the streets as 

o presentecl · • . . 
pl'eserve uniformity and r 

1 
. _ ~s m its opm1011 are necessary to 

, egu al'lty m lhe public strC"ets of t1ie· city, and 
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may withholcl approval of the plat presented until suc11 alterations 
shall be made; nnd should any lot or block ontlinecl in such plat be 
sold or offered for sale as such lot or block before such alterations are 
macle or before approval of the plat by the council, the person selling 
OJ' o:fforing tl1e same for sale shall be liable to the penalty prescribed 
in section three thousand three hundtcd sixty-eight (3368) of the l'e
vised laws of 1905 of this state. 

SECTION 331. CITY ENGINEER TO FILE PLAT. When 
nny public street, road or alley, 01· part thereof, or any public park 
grounds shall be lairl out and opened in the city pursuant to the pro
yjsions 0£ this charter, or shall be dedicated to public use by deec1, the 
city engineer shall make and ;file an accurate plat thereof in the office 
of the register of c1eeds of this co1mty, and the same sha11 be there 

recorded. 
SECTION 332. QBSTR1JCTIONS IN STREET OR ALLEY. 

If any person or company shall place and leave any unauthorized· ob
struction, or make any unauthorizecl excavation in or under any street, 
road or alley in the city, 01· leave such obshuclion or excavation un
guarded when authorized, such person or com1mny shall he liable to 
any person who may be personally injured or whose property may be 
injured or destroyed without his :fa1ilt by means of such obstruction 
or excavation; and in case any damage shall be recovered in any action 
against the city for injuries caused by such obstruction or excavation, 
the city shall have tlie rigl1t to recover the amount of such damages 
in turn fro~1 the per~on or company placing such obstruction or mak
ing such excavation; Provided, that upon the commencement -Of 
.such action against the city, noticf: thereof shall be immediately given 
in writing to such person or company so liable, with a statement that 
the city will look to such person or company to pay the amount of 
any judgment against the city which ma.y 1Je recoyered in such action, 
and an opportunity given to such person or company to defend suc11 
action; and snch pel'son or company may upon his or jts own appli
cation, or upon the application oi the dty, be made a party clefendant 
to such action, in which case, ii' j1ulgmcnt be recovered against the 
clefenrlant, execution thereon shall lJc first issued against such person 
or compnny only, and the city shall not be requirecl to pay such judg
ment until such execution shall be returned unsatisfieu. 

SEO'l'JON 333. UNIFORM SYS'l'ElI OJl, BOOKKEEPING. 
'l'he city council may by orclinancc adopt anc1 establish a uniform sys
tem of bookkeeping fo1· all departments of the city government per
taining to the finances of the city, and prescribe the form to be used 
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therefor, and wl1en so established it shall be usecl in, and adopted by, 
all departments and bonl'fls of the city gov(>rnnrnnt; anc1 the annual 
estimate 0£ the city c1erk requiretl by this charter on the subject of 
:finances shall be 1n,ade to co11form thereto. 

.SECTION 334. LAWS '1'0 RE1fAlN IN FORCE. All pro
visions of law now· in force and which are also containecl in this char
ter shall be :regarrled as being continued in force, and all provisions of 
law noi• in force which are changed, modificc1 or amenclct1 shall be 
regarded as continued in force a:;; so changecl, modified 01· amended. 

SE.0TION 335. LAWS HEREAFTER PASSED. No general 
law or th.Is state he)'eafter passec1 sliall lJe clcemed to repeal, amend or 
mollify any of the provisions of this cl1arter, unless an 1ntention so to 
. do be expressly set forth in such general law. 

SECTION 336. PROCEDURE GOVERNED BY GENERAL 
LAW. AU matters of proceaure, including· eledion procedure, not 
provided for in this cha,rter shall be governed by the general laws of 
the state of :Minnesota applicable thereto. 

SECTION 337. BONDS OF CONTRAC'l'ORS. Before any 
contract 1''hatsoever for the doing of any work or labor or :f'nrnishing 
any skill or material to or for the citv shall be valid ancl binding 
against such city, the contractors shall 

0

enter h1to a bond with suclt 
city for the 1;:se of such ·city and also for the 11se of all persons who 
may perform a11y work or Iahor or furnish anv skill or material in 
the execution of such contract, conditioned to· pay, as they become 
due, all just claims for all work anc1 labor pl!rformcd nncl all skill 
and material furnished in the C'xecution of: such conlTact, and also 
to save such city 1umn1C'ss from any co,;t, charge am1 expense that may 
accrue on account of the cloing of the work specified in such contract, 
and also to cmnp1ete such contract, according to the terms thereof and 
tlrn contract price, and to comply with aU the requirements of this 
charter; which boncl shall be in s{1ch an amount as the city council or 
proper boal'<1 ~ball determine, not loss than the co11tract price agreed 
t? be paic1 for tho performance or such contract, and shall be cluly 
sig~e~ and acknowledge(! by such cont~·actor unc1 two (2) or mo:re 
Htfricwnt suretie~, or by a snrety company, nncl after being appro:ec1 
sh~ll be filed, with the contra<'t, in the office of t11e rity clerk wh1c11 
smd ~ouc1s shall be prepared bv t110 citv attorncv and approvec1 by the 
counml or proper board. " • • 

SECTION 338. SURETIES. IJ.'hc sureticH oi such boncl shall 
each take and subscribe an oatli that 1 . . • ~ n~ of the state of l\:r . t d ' le JS a rcsme ~ 
. mneso a an that he is seized in fee of real estate situated in said 

,, 

.. 

crn or vmarnIA. 111 

state, and not exempt by law from sale or execution, of the value and 
worth over anc1 above all incumbrances thereof on the same, for double 
the amount for which he is to justi:fy in said bona. 1\fore than two 
(2) sureties may be accepteil 011 sucl1 bona, aud they may justify in 
sr.JJarate and different sums less t1um the 1mm specified in such bond; 
Provicieil, that the aggregate of their justifications sl1all be . equal 
to two (2) sureties, each justifying in a s11m equal to the amount of 
said bond; Prov-i£led, Fw·the,r, t1iat a surety bond shall be exempt :from 
the provisions of this section. 

SECTION 339. RIGHT OF ACTION ON BONDS. Whoever 
shall perform or cause to be performeu, any work or labor or furnish, 
or cause to be furnished, any skill or material including any work, 
labor, s1dll or material necessary in the repair of any tool or machine 
and including the use or an;r tool or machine or material furnished par
ticularlv for such contract and used therefor, in"the execution of suc11 
contract at the request of the contractor his agents, heirs, au.minis-' . trators, executors or assigns or at ·the request of any sub-contractor, lus 
agents, heirs, aclminish'ators, executors or assigns, or at the request of 
such cit-y, in case such city shall have determined such contract :mc1 . 
shall have completed the same at the cost of the contractors, shall be 
considerec1 a party in interest in saic1 bond, and may bring an action 
thereon for the reasonable value or agreed price, as the case may be, 
of the work or labol' performed or skill or material or tool or machine 
furnished in the performance of such contract. 

SECTION 340. ACTI_()N ON BOND-LI:MrrATION. No ac
tion shall be maintained on auy such bond unless the same shall be 
commenced within one year after the cause of action accrues. 

SECTION 341. JUDGl\rnNT'S. ITOW PAID. W11enever any 
final judgment shall be re.covered in any co~n1Jctent cou7·t against the 
city no execution shall wsue the:con agamst such city, but such 
city shall cause the same to be pa1cl 

SECTION 342. ISSU.A}WE OF CRITuITNAL WARRANTS. 
In all prosecutions for any violation of this charter or of any orc1i
nance of this city, the firi;t process shall be a warrant; provided, that 
no warrant shall be necessary in case of the ancst of any person or 

11ersons while in the act 0£ violating any law of: the State of Minnesota 
or ordinance of this city; but the 11erson or persons so arrestet1 may 
he proceeded against, tried, convicted and punished or c1ischarged in 
tl same manner as if the arrest hacl been made by warrant. All 
w:rrants, processes, or writs by any court for violation of any ordi-
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nance of this city shall run ill the name of the city ancl shall be di
rected to the chfofof police ot any police officer of ·said city. 

SECTION 343. AFFIDAVIT OJi' CITY PRINTER. The pro
prietor of the o:fficinl paper shall immediately after the publication of 
anynotice, ordinance or resolution or proceedings of tlie city councii 
o:r arty other 1!'.1atter which is 1:equirecl to be published by any of the 
provisions of this charter, -0r any ordinance passed in pursuance there
of, file with the city clerk or proper board of the city a copy of such 
J>Ublication, with Ms affidavit, or the affidavit of his foreman, of the 
time the same has been publishec1, and such affidavit shall be prima 
fucie evidence of the pt1blication of any such notice, ordinance, resolu
tion or council proceeding, or any such other matter required to be 
published as herein provided; and no account or claim for any p11b
lication whatever shall be a116wec1 and adjusted hy the city clerk until 
such affidavit shall· have been :filed with the city clerk. 

SECTION · 344. WHO l\fAY A.Dl\U:NISTER ONI'HS. The 
mayor, acting mayor, president of the city council or pres1ding officer 
th?reof: the president, chafrmnn or head of any board authorized by 

· tlns . charter shall, by virtue of their office; in all matters and pro
cl.)edmgs before them relating to or appertaining to the city, be and 
nre hereby authorizecl to administer oaths and receive testimony under 
oath or affirmation. 

SECTION 345. NO RIG-nrr 11'0 13E AFFECTED. No rights 
already accrued to . the city, or any penalty or forfeiture incumid in 
favor of the city uncler the provisions of. auv act of this state shall 
he affected by this cI1nrter nor. shall this· clia~·ter affect any action or 
other legal p1·oceeding pending at the date of the a11p1·oval of this 
charter. 

SECTION 3·10. ASSESSi\rnNTS, ITOW COLLECTED. Every 
local !ax or asse~sment levied unc1er any provision of this charter may 

l
be paid t~ the city treasure1· at any time before such assessments have 
Jeen cerhficcl to tI t . J • u 1 

• · . 10 conn y auwtor or county· treasurer. n ess a 
different dnt · h · ·. · · 
1 

.. _e 18 erem expressly p1·ovidea as to any particular assess-
an:nt, tlrn city treasu~cr shall, b0£ore the 15th day of December next 
f er an _assessment 1s certificcl to him, advise the city dcrk what 

lJropertv lf an , 1 t f , ·h /' · ~' rns 110 paic1 such assessment, aml tbe city clerk shall, 
ort ":th, ce~hfy SUC'h delinquent assessnients to tlie county auditor, 

and sa1(1 auchtor sh•tll t t · 11 t' . _ ' a once ex end such assessments for co cc 10n 
qga1nst the_ sev:ral parcehi of }lropertv ccrtifiecl to 1iim upon the pro-
per books m lus office -~11 · ,, · J . . · · ,.\ spemal assessments and mterest t 1ereon, 
w1uch shall not have been paicl on or Defore the first day of Jan nary 
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following the return thereof, shall thereafter be 1-e·able to tho county 
treasurer as other taxes are payable, ancl shall become deli.i11prnnt ancl 
he subject to like penalty as state ancl county taxes, !.lJlll shnll be paid 
over to the city treasurer (accompanied by an itemized statement aa 
provided by Section 285 of this chapter) in the 8ame mmmcr as othel' 
taxes levied in 'the city are paid. It is hereby mndc the c1uty oi: the 
county auditor, county treasttrer, ·and all other officers fo carry out the 
provisions o.f this seciion and this charter. 
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'l'O THE HON. ANDREW HAWKINSON MAYOR 
. . . ' ' 

VIRGINIA, MINNESO'l'A. . 

We, the unde1•signed, . appointed on the twenty-second day oJ: Au
gust, !908, · by the honorable tbe district court of the State of Minne-

. sota, in and for the county of St. Louis, as a commission to draft a 
prop~sed_ charter for the city of Virginia, in accordance with the 
consfahttio~ and laws -0£ the state relating thereto, do hereby res1JCct
:fttlly submit. and return to you the foregoing draft of the proposed 
c~arter of the city of Virginia, signed lly a majority of the commis• 
Hon. · 

Dnte,d February 20th; 1909. 
MICHAELE. FANNING, 

President. 

OT'J~O A. POIRIER, 

CHAS. 0. BUTLER, 
BHUUE JP. B1UT'f S, 
THOMAS GILL, 

Secretary. 

Wl\'I. E. HA.NNAFOlrn, 
,TOTIN COS'l'IN, JR., 
CLARENCE E. l\IOORPi, 
EDWARD C. A. ,TOHNSON, 
GUST JOHNSON, 
DA YID E. CUPPERNULL, 
CHARLES B. LENON'r, 
H. J. GEORGE, 
D. B. McDONALD. ... 

t-;i:r;;,:~/: .... : 
~ ,_,..,_-•.r-•· 

CHY Oli VIRGilnA. 

WHEREAS, · it has been made to appear to the undersigned 
Judges of the District Court within and for the Eleventh Judicial Dis
h'ict of the State of :Minnesota, within which district is situatecl the 
City of, Virginia in said State1 that it would be for the best interests 
of said municipality that a Boa1·d of l!,reeholders or Charter Commis
sion ( as it is commonly called), should be appointed for the purpose 
of drafting ancl submitting to the voters of saicl cHy a c11arter there-

for. 
NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the provisions o:f Section 749, 

lfavised Laws ·1905
1 

we, the said Judges, having confic1ence in the 
ability and integrity of the persons hereinafter named, all of whom are 
freeholders of saicl,. city and state-1l!ld have been qualified voters of said 
city for five years last past, do hereby appoint Wm. H. Eaton, Michael 
E. Fanning, llenry J. George, Clarence E. Moore, Jo1rn Costin, 
Charles B. Lenont, Donald B. :McDonald, David E. Cuppernull, Otto 
A. Poirier, Wm. E. Hannaford, Bntce F. Britts, Thomas Gill, Gust 
Johnson, Chas. C. Butler and Edward. C. A. Johnson as such Boara of 
Freel1olders or Charter Commission :for said City of Virginia to hold 
such office for the term providecl by law with all the duties, powers and 

• authority conferred upon such Bom·d by the laws of the State. 
Dated at Duluth, Minn., A11gust 22nd, 1908. 

J. D. ENSIGN, 
WM. A. GANT, 
ROMER B. DIBELL, 

Judges of the District Court, 
Eleventh J uilicial District, 

State of Minnesota . 
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