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<CHARTE}t OP THE CITY OF STAPLES . 

.!Framed :pursuant to section 36, of article 4,. of .. the . constitution of 

the ,state of Minnesota, and section 748, et seq., of revised laws 
of the state of Minnesota for 1905. 

'CHAPTER I. 

Name, Powers and Boundaries. 

Name and Powers. 

Sec. 1; All that district of country in· the county of Todd and 
State of Minnesota, contained with:i11·•. the limits and boundaries 
hereii;after described, and all the people now inhabiting, and those 
who shall• hereafter inhabit, said district, shall be a municipal cor
poration by the name of the "City of Staples," and by that name 
may sue · and be sued, plead and be impleaded in any court or 
.tribunal; liave perpetual succession, make and use a common ~eal, 
and alter it at pleasure; take, hold, purchase, lease and convey all 
£.Uch real, personal ai1d mixed property, within or without the limits 
of said district. as the m1rposes of the corporation may require, 
or the transaction or exigencies of its business may render con~ 
venient, shall be capable of coutrac_ting and being contracted with 
and shall have all the general powers possessed by municipal cor
porations at common Jaw, and, in addition thereto, all powers that 
may be granted to it under the general laws of the State of 
Minnesota, or by this charter. 

City Boundaries. 

Sec, 2: The lands and territory included within the following 
described boundaries and limits shall constitute . the said city of 
Staples, to-wit: · · , 

Commencing:: a6thc11 northwest corner of the southeast quarter 
of the southeast qua-i:ter.,.(SE¼· of SE¼) of section numbered two 
(2), in township numbered one hunclred thirty three (133) nortlt of 
~ange thirty three (33) west of the Fifth Principal Meridian, run
'fling thence south thirteen hundred twenty (1320) feet to the soutlt
west corner ,of the above described southeast quarter of the south
east quarter (SE¼ of SE¾) of section two (2): running thence 
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we~t along ,the ~ection line•-betweep;~ections two (2) and eleven (II)· 
a distance of. th1rJten hu~9red -and.tw~µty _(1320) feet to the north
west cornet of ·th·e ·northwest quartet· of tthe northeast c1uarter 
(NW¼ of ~E¼) o_f :section eleven (II), being the northwest quarter 
<Jf ?onovan s Add1t1on ,to Staples, ,according to the plat of said 
ad41-t1on Qn file and of record -in the office of the Register of Deeds 
~f Todd C?imty, ~finnesota; running th~tice south along the quarter 
hee of said sec~1011 eleven (u) fifteen,, hundred and five c1505) 
feet to the southwest cor1ier of said Donovan's Addition, · 
thence ea- t 1 'th ]' , ru1111111g 

• 
5 _a ong e south· me ~ohsaid Do!lovan's Ad{lition thirteen 

h~ndred and twenty (1320) .feet, to a 1f).oit;t-one,,hundre(j and ninety
eight (1;98) feet. south of the nort~wist co,rner of the southeast 
quarter of the northeast quarter (SE¼ ~of 'NE¼) f 'd • 
el ve ( ) • h ,i. o sat section 

e n n .; nmmng t ence ·south thre~·famdred (Joo) feet to the 
southwest. corner of Evergreen :Addition to Sta pl d' 
the _Plat of said addition. on file .and o£ record. in t~s, a;or u;g Ito 
Register of Deeds of Todd C .. ~r· . e o ce o t le 

oun,y, a tunesota; · rttnnmg thence east 
ten hundred artd seventy-three c,1073)-fe t t . 1 • 
-Of said Evergreen Addition., to Sta I . e ? t ie southeast corner 
hundred and thirty-three (333) ·feet t:'t:~~~mgh thence north thr~e 
Fvergreen Addition .to Staples;. running ti nor.t east ~omer of said 
feet to the section )ine. between said sectio:1~: east eighty-six (~6) 
twelve (12), at a. point on~ himdr-ed a d . ;en (u) and scctto11 
of the northwest corner of the ti n Sixty- ve (r65) feet south 
quarter (SW¼ of NW¼·,) ofsou.d1west. quarter of the northwest 

.. sa1 sectton twelve ( ) . 
thence north one hundred and sixty-five (i'6 ) f ~2 

; runnmg 
corner of souttiwe!lt qui(rter .. of northw t 5 eet to said northwest 
of section twelve (12); run~ing then e~ · quarter (SW¼ of NW¼) 

•... eleven, hundred and .,eighty-four and ce ea~t I along the eighth line 
point one hundred and thirty:fi~e done- a f_ (q84½) feet to a 
of the northeast cor.~r of the sout~l] one-half (I,15½) feet west 
<IU!!rter (SW¼ of NW¼) . of said wet~t quar~er of 'the northwest 

. . sec ton twelve ( 2) b ,. . northwest. corner of Forest Park Add"{ ·r , emg the 
the plat 0£ said addition on file and ~/°; to S~aples, according to 
Register of Deeds of said Todd Count 1~~0rd 

Ill ~he o~ce of the 
south five hundred. and eighty-one (s'Sr{r rnnesota, rttnnmg thence 
of said Forest Park Additio~ fo St.apt eet to the southwest corner 
. ' es• runn· h 
hundred and fifty-sev!!ll (1457) feet to \

1 
mg t ence east fourteen 

Forest Park Addition to Staples· runn· te southeast corner of said 
and twenty-six (526) feet to the' northnig thence north five hundred 
quarter of the northeast quarter (SW~est corner of the southwest 
twelve (12); running thence east thirte ¼

1 
of NE¼) of said section 

c11, mndrcd and twenty (1320) 
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feet to the northeast corner .of said southwest <1uar-ter of northeast 
quarter (SW¼ of NE¼).· of section tw~\ye (12).; running thence. 
north along the cightlr line tw:enty~six• hundred :a11d iottY (264~) 
feet to the northeast corner of the southwest quarter .of the south~ 
cast quarter (SW¼ of, SE¼) . of section one {1Y- of said toi·nship 
and range; running thence west thirteen hundred and.twen.ty (1320} 
feet to the northwest ,corner- of said southwest .<[uartcr, of southeast 
quarter (SW¼ of SE¼) of section one (1), heit!_g the southeast 
corner of New Hampton Addition to Staples, according to the plat 

· of said addition on file and of• record ·in-'the office of' tlie R,j!gister of. 
Deeds of said -Todd ~County;~.Min~.ta; . ...,!Un11hrg".thertce north 
along the'quarter ·line of-said.section~orte.(1) -ten-hundred ninety-
eight (1og8) feet to the northeast corner of said New }Iatnpton· 
Addition to Staples; running thence west .ten hundr.cd fifty (1050) 
feet to the 110rthwest corner of said New Hampton Addition t(?" 
Staples; running thence south at right angles seven hundred and 
ninety eight (798) feet; running thence west at right angles olle 
hundred and fifty-seven · .{157) feet; runnjng ~tli.ehce south three 
hundred (300) feet to the, southwest comer .of said:'"New Hampton 
Addition to Staples;, being seventy-two (7,2) fe.et east of the s011th~ 
east corner of the. northeast' .quarter'.of tb.e southwest quarter 
(NE¼ of SE¾) 0£ said section one (I); running',thence west along 
the eighth line twenty.-seven hundred .fifteen (:2715) feet to the place 
of beginning. 

Ward Boundaries. 

Sec. 3: The City of Staples is hereby divicled into two wards 
·· bounded and described as• follows: ... • .. .. 

First ward: .The first ward of . the' City of Staples shall -.com
,">,,, prise•all · the territory~ wi.thin~said city limits south bf the 'center line 

of the main track of· the Northern Pircific Railway. 
Second ward: The second• ward of the City of Staples shall 

comprise all the terrifory with.in said city limits north of the center 
line of the main track of the Northern Pacific Railway. 

Provided that after ·the organization of said city under this 
charter, the Council may, fton\ time to time, by vote of two-thirds 
of the members thereof, ·by resolution or ordinance, make sitch re:.. 
division of the city into wards as may be required by the public 
interests, but no ward shall be created that shall contain fewer. than 
one hundred and fifty legal voters; and provided further, that, 
when for two st1ccessive elections, the ·number of votes cast in a 
ward shall exceed three hundred and fifty, then· said council shall · 
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sub-divide · such wardt .or· make i stich"sub-division of said city into 
wards, that each ward will contl)i11 ·not more than· three hundred 
and fifty votes. Proyided, that;. ill any' _such re-divisi()n, it shall be 
the duty of the ·council to-provide for iln · equal population, as near 
l\S may be, .in'each ward. -

Succession. . 

Sec. 4: When this charter t;kes ~d1i:'t, the city of Staples shall 
be. and become the legal successor of the 1/illage of Staples, and shall 
be vested with all franchis~p, _ rights: a11~1,immtt,:iities, formerly vested 
in said Village of S~aples, ex.cep{.a~ J1erdn otherwise provided. 
All property and property -rights and1,intcrests, of every kind and 
nature, formerly vested in said Village shall, when this charter 
takes effect, be and become vested in, and be possessed' by the city 
of Staples, under this c!1arter. 

CRAPTEK!I. 

Elt:ction, and qenc:ral Provisions. 
' -,.,,' 

Officers: 

Elective. 

Sectioit s: The . elective officers of the city of Staples shall be 
a mayor, treasurer, two members of th<: council from each ward and 
on~ member _of the cou.nci'~ from the city at large, who sh;ll be 
known_ as aldermen, two Justices of tire peace, and two constables 
frotn the city at large. 

Appointive. 

The appoiJ1tive officers' of said city shall be an attorne clerk 
· assessor, e_11g111eer, tl_1ree· members' 01 the board f 1 lt_hY, t t' 

commissioner, live members of the water and- 1,·0"ht coom~:a. ' 
5 

rl~ef 
, _ . . • _ . o u,1SSI011 1 C tie 

of_ police, altd three members of th:e board of par·1, · · • • . . . . - , ~ comm1ss1011ers. 
Said officers, except the ch1e£ of police shall be appo· •t· d b th 

·1 · S -1 ' , I 1 ·· . . • .'. 111 e Y c 
co?nc, . ~c. l ap~o1nttrtent s la I b: made ~y. ballot and :it' shall re-
qmre _the affo:m~t1ve vote of a ~aJority of all the members of the 
council to appomt such officers, excen~ as o't!t r · 1 · • • Th -. f -1, • __ _ "' · e wise 1erem pro-
vided. . e ch1cf o po1ce shall be apnointed by tit _· d • • . . . · « _ e mayor an con-
firmed by an llffirmatlve vote of a htai'o'rity 0· f all ti b _ f 

1 • · .. 1 . te mem ers o tie City COllnCI . · 

, ,-, ·-~-~"Tiie';;p~~intive·;~mierfofi1¥clty $h~!Cbe 'iippofi;i;l i~ 'th~ 
mii.Jl~er herein provided as .soon_ a$ poss1ble after the first city 
elec~lon, and shall ~old ~hen officeruntil the second Tuesday in 
Aprt!, i907t or .un!11. their,~u_ccessoi~ are appointed and qualified • 

.,- ._ ,£ • ,.... . f ,_ ,- 1 ~•T- - Ji-

------ --~-~---~' ~- -· _~....,.·-·_ ... ,_ ,--~-~--... ·- .,. • •~ ,,,-,-·c --~-~• ,~~ • '_><,-C.. =. • , • • J-." • ",,,.,-.4,•' ••-•-••'' -••~',••-~ -- , .. , ... ~ ~•- ~~-~ ... ~,,..,. ,.,,,_ -~ ~, ~ -.~ ..... -,.__ H,-> .~ - - _,,,_, ~ ....:....~_.,,-,.,.•<.>•: ....... __.._,_.,., ___ ,_ ~-

. ' 

CHARTER O.F THE CITY OF STAPLES.· 7 

Term of Office. 

Sec. 6: The term of office of all elective olfu:ers shall be two 
years. The term of office of all appointive officers shall be one yea,·, 
except as herein otherwise provided. All terms of office 'under this 
charter shall be constrned as beginning on the second Tu«;sday of 
,April of the appropriate year, except as herein otherwise specifically 
provided. All officers, whether e1ected o'r· appoillte<t,- sliall · continue 
in office until their successors are elected or· appointed and qualified, 
and in cas~ an officer· is ele'tted or appointed to fill •an unexpired· 
term, such term slrn:11.cxpire at the same thne that the term,of the 
original incumbent would• exp}re.' ,. ' 

,Time of Elections. 

Section. 7: The first election under this charter ~hall be held 
ort the first Tuesday after the time this charter takes effect, and the 
provisions of the general laws of the State of Miiincsota relating 

-. to special elections, shall -govern such election; c;xccpt. ·;as to the 
time and manner of calling said election. At least• ten day's notice 
of said election, shall be given, and ·said election shall be called and 
the notices thereof, given and the j1tdges and clerks of election llP· 
pointed in the manner provided by· Jaw for· special village elections 
for tl1e Village of Staples. Said council shall provide for two voting 
places, one in each ward of the city as herein established. 

Sh'ould said Village Co1.mcil, fofii;i.\nY reason fail lo caU said 
first election as herein provided, then said election shall take place 
as soo11 as possible after th.is charter' takes. effect .and shall be 
called by the council upon like notice a'nd in same man!,let as above 
set forth. 

At said. first ·election; there shaft be elected the fo11owing 
· officers, to-wit; Mayor, Treasltrer two members oi the council ' ' . from each ward, and one member· of the couucil £ro11t the city at 

large, two justices of the peace and two constables, who shall take 
their offices · one week after· said election, and said officers shall 
hold their offices until Jhc second Tuesday in April, 1908. The 
successors of said officers shall be elected on the first Tuesday irt 
Aprif, 1908, for terms of two years, and there~fter regular elections 

· shall be held biennially on the. first Tuesday in April in each eyen 
numbered year. The mayor, shall, whenever ·necessary, or in case 
of his :efusal the council may, ~Y the affirmative vote cif .i: majo~ity 
of all its members, call a special election of the vote.rs. of. t~e.citr, 
.and provide for holding the same .. The purpose of such election 

'\ 
·: I 



CHARTER Of TBE CITY OF STAPLES. 

shall be I l callin ;; ear y-, .. stal!ed.tin•the,.call,of-tli'e,mayor,. or in-the resolution 

8 

-- g e same, and no other matter shall be submitted thereat. 

:Election .I.aws; 

Section 8. All general laws of ti : St f M' 
to elections and tlie preliminarfos th te .f _l\te o - mnesota, relating 
apply to and - - - - e,;eo i shall, so far as applicable 

adopted as a :~;:ri/:ii:~~!~::r u:iier
th

is cha~ter, a~d are ~1er~b; 
re-enacted. 'fhe returns shall be ~ ; s(lme ~s if herem ~pe_c1fically 
days after any election under tltit~it .. t; the clerk an~ w1tl11n three 
and canvass· tl1e returi\s the~eof· - d /,~e_r. ~he council shall meet 
f_ro_ m such retur __ 1_1s and· -t,;_ l !ink cc are the result, as_ appears 

-• • i:e c er shall· f th ·u · 
writing, to i:he officers elected of their; . • -oy. w1_ I _give tJotice, ,ill 

ity of v:otes for. elective officers Shall .. res~ect_1ve elections. A plural
.or more persons_ sJ1all recei" . ·- con~t1tute an election. When two 

ffi , :ft --- · ve an. equal fmmber of t f 
o ce,. t e election shall be ,.dete~m; d h _ . ~o es or the same 
pr~sence of the· copncil, at :.uch ,ti::~/rthe castin~· o£ lot's, in the 
as 1_t may direct..,_ , '. . . . · · place and tn such manner 

Resign~tion and Ah~p.d~~merit: '. 

Section· 9. 'Atty ·elective or -a. . • • . -
this chatter, havilJg entertd unon :tt!~IIJtl_ve offic:r provided for b)'.' 
the same by and with 'the dfosent 9P fh~ies c;>f ~i~s offl~e, ril~Y. ;re•si~n 
mem_ber .of a~board may r~sign,witb.thd council, provided, that any 
elective .or appointive ,officer,._ chair In . c?nsen~ of such board. Any 
or any alderman froin the ·,v:irc(: ~ h~s residence from the city, 
pointed; ·and_ - any such offi_ cet · 1' o_r ,wl_ Juch he was. elected or ap-
n

. 1 t - . - w to s iall rcftts o . h 
,cg ec to enter upon t1i:e <.lrschar e 

O 
, • •· . - • e r wit out cause, 

ten days a£ter the beginning of th gt } tfie duties of his office for 
appointed to :fill, -~)1d ten -days .fet er:bem.for ~hich he was elect:d ot· 
h

. ·1 . - . a er . 1-ng· n t'fi d b is e ~•ctron. or appointment- I ii b · · 0 1 te - 'y the clerk of 
abandoned such office, - .' 

5 
rn e deemed to have vacated and 

:Sy Council: 

. Sectio:n'' :i:'Oi- AnY' elective ~or•.a-p.po~ . 
this cha,rt~r, ~ay _be r,emoved frpm .bis 

0
;~-ofii..cer, pr~v1ded .for·-by ~ · 

of two-.th1rds of all the members of th~, e ~Y the affirmative-vote 
li,h.ill be · removed .except for cau· __ , counctl; but no such officer 
fu . I d . I , sc, nor Uni I h . ': Jn!S ie wit t -3; copy ,of the charges ll . ~ss te as first been 
<0rtablc opportunity to be heard in - ,gam5f lum and has had reas-

- . • - person or by· l . . , , ~. cou11se , 111 his own 

.. 
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defense. The council shall bav(!' power t~ fix the time and place of 
trial of such officer, who shall be given at least ten days' notice 
thereof; to ar_range the mod(! pf trial;, to cgri1pel attendance of 
witnesses and the prodl'totiof\ of J:Jill)Cfli; to administer _oaths and to 
hear the proofs and arguments, . • . 

If such .officer shall I!egle9t, after Jhte notice, to make :mswer 
to such charges, the same sh~ll. be cau~e · for r.em9val'withot1t further 
notice. When any such he~r.in&' i§ !lnded, the council shall forth
with proceed, without debat!!, to vat(! viva vo~e on roU _caJI, upon a 
m<:>tio11 declaring such. officcr, ,renwv~_d. A~ong such causes, shall 
be contiliued absence oy aldermen, witho~tt liavc, £rpm three consec~ 
utive regular meetings of saj~ !!OUJ1fil, or by any member of a board 
from the meetings of such 1:?oar.d, or ni;g~e~t gf duty by any• ofitcer. 

4 ·. -· ' ,; 

By Court. 
Whenever twenty-fi.ve or mori; fr-~eh~iders · of the ·~ity of 

Staples shall file in the District Court of Todd County, -a -verine<l 
complaint, charging that any electlv~ · or appoJhtive officer of the 
city has ·,been• guilty ,,of ,a,.p1js4,c11Jli?OQr .~r_,. m;iUe~sa;nce}P ~ffice, OI' 

has committed _a11y act. "1gich Js qaust ~pr r,,e~oJa!froril office,undcr 
this charter, :ind setting foi:th, tht_f.1$.~ upon. ~hich s11ch charges 
are based, any one of the jucl~e:, of §aig. court, upon P[ese1~tation ;of 
such complaint to him, may i_s~U(l .in t.irder, returnable, before hlp.l 
,or saicl district co11rt; requiring Jht. of!i:<le;" ~ontplai11ed of_ to ;i,ppear 
and answer said complaint and show cause why he should_ not b~ 
removed•from his office. _ Up.on the ·rcUtrn oi ~1~ch order, said cottrt 
or a judge thereof, shall pr~i>~fiPti the ~pµr~e pf pleadings, the time 
of tria~ and the manner of procedµre therein, and after1 hearing th~ 
said cause, said court shall remove stti:;h officer from office a11d shall 
declare his office vacant, if it shail appear at the trial thnt said 
officer has been guilty 0f th1,1 ml§<½m{lanpr ,:ir malfeasance in office 
specified in the complaint. 

Qualifications. 
Section II. NO per"son, shaU ~- Wgil:H~"to nity !offic~i;u-nd~k• ,thi.s 

charter who has ever been !,On~igted of any felony or who is no_t. 
.. at the time• of filing his, nomination ,ecrti,ficate,or at the tip:ie~of his 

appointmeh't"to such o~~·c, a1.,nua.iifril" el-eefor -of the ;:City :'d.Y1'~lcs, 
and able to rend and write- th-t English language understand}ngly,.; 
or who is at such time interestt,.e~ in any contract with the City of 
Staples to which he is a pllrty, ei:ther individua11y, or as a firm. 

The term "contfagt," ~§ in~~ iin this sectiun, shall be construe<l 

I 
\ 

l( ~ 

'i -~; 
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to inchi<le any transaction of sul b. ·. , . 
prop~~ty• i~ tr~nsfcr.rea or ac /' art:r .or ~xchange, by which any 
are performed for sa1d city: i1}) •• ~-4: byl s.a:d,ctty, or labor. or services 

Contracts Pr~hibited: 

. Section 12 .. No officer or ctn l . . -
make any contract fo b I 1f f P.ree of the city shall vote for or 
with himself, o; with a~y1a fi o saf1 lc!ty or any department thereof, 
h b • • rm o w uclt he is a me b e c in any manner direct] or . . . •.. m er, nor shall 
with the city; ai1d a~y contry t .mdirl~ctly mterestcd in any. contract 
ti . . . . . ac Ill w 11cb any office 

te city JS, or becomes "d' 1 • d" . r or employee of 
and become absolutely ~o.;;ct yd or m irei:tly, interested, shall be 
such vote, shall forfeit hi: 'o~~ '. anyd ~ttcl; officer, by the fact of 
paid on such contract· by tH • ,ctye, a~ any mone·y· · which shall be 

11 e .ct may be reco d b 
o~ a persons interested therein 'b .. , vere ack from any 
vtded, that this section shall not' b; c\Jolll_t or separate action; pro
for the deposit of .the funds of ti .~t ~t;ued to apply to a contract 

. JC Cly. · 

Penalties for Malfeasance. · · · 
•I • 

Sec.tion I. 3, 'Any officer' o , 1•· : • -f II - · • · · r emp oyce of tr · .u 1 or n~ghgently; vi_olate any of th .., . . .. ie c1ty who shall wil-
convert any ·of th'e Plloiic ·P·c,!!• : . e Pr9v1s1011s o.f this charter o· r 

• . · •·-· . . roperty· to Iii£ . · · ~ , 
permit, ~ny other person to so·- conv;/t. ·' .ow~ use, or knowingly 
demeanor, ai1d shall upon convicti' • vt, sh~ll be guilty of ·a inis
men.t therefor is not otherwise .P on_d ed pumslled, when a punish 
are P . I bl b. . . rov1 e by la . -

tllllS Ht e Y the ctimina1 Ia,fs of't . . . 'w, as misdemeanors 
thereof, shall also· forfeit his·. o'ffi . he ~t.1te, and on conviction 
for any amount of'loss 'or damage ::ff:t shall !be {iable to the citY. . 
of law. ed by reason of such violation 

Vacancies: 

Sectiori 14. Whenever a 
.electi · · · • vacancy shall · . ve or a~pom_tive offices, provided for . ~ccur in any of the 
o~ death, re_s1gnatton, change• of reeidenc by t!us charter, by reason 
upo. n the d. ts.charge of his offic.. , c, refusal or neglect to t t I )I b fi • · ~, or any • ti . e 1 er 
5 ta e lle<l for the unexpired· term b · . 0 1~r cause, such vacancy 

P 
Y appomtment of the co 'I 

owers.. . . unc1 . 

S(•ctton. I$. From. and after ti . , 
~ffcct the various officers of th V!lel tm1c this charter shall go 1·11·to 
offi b e 1 age of St I . ce . or .su sequently appointed, shall b ap es, _whether then in 
and fu!1cttons, and with such pow e vested with such powc~s 

ers• and futictions • only,. as shall be 
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specified in this charter as to theii: respective offices, but this section
shall not be construed to extend the term of office of any officer 
elected or appointed, prior to, the adoption of this charter . 

Reports, Transfers of Property: 

Section 16. Every elective and appointive officer, except mem-_ 
hers of the council, and all boards provided for in this charl.er, shall 
annually, en or before the first Tuesday in March, make and trans
mit to the council full and detailed report_s, properly VCi!tified. by 
affidavH, of the business of Stich office or departmen.t for the current 
fiscal year, together with ·a full and .trtlC inventory of all money, 
property and other effects, of the cit_y in the possi.:ssion of sucil 
officer or board, or under his or its control. Such. officers and 
boards shall likewise make to the common council similar report9)
and exhibit all their books of account, papers and othe.r records 
kept by. them, whenever requested 'by· the council so to, do.: Every 
elective and appointive officer artd board, and members thereof. pro
vided for· by this charter, shall, at the expiration· of his term of 
office, in whatsoever way terminated, turn over to the city or bis 
successor in office, all the books, p~pers, files, r.eco.rds, nte>ney and 
other property and . things whatsoe'.\•et pertaining t0 his office, 
which 1nay be in his possession or under his controt. 

Oath. 
Section 17. Every person elect~d or ~ppointeEl' to any office 

under this charter, shall, before be enters upon the El'utfes· of sucn 
office, take and subscribe an oath of office and· tire the- same with 

the clerk. 

Salaries: 
Section 18. In all cases where the s:il'ari'e.s of officers are 

fixed by the council, they_ shall b~ fixed by resvtutfon at the firstt 
regular meeting of the new council in April cf· lt'a.ch year, for the 

.succeeding year; and not subject to change du1rfamg su¢.h ,year, 
.. ;,. ,. l<t • t ~ • W~ L;_ f' ,t • 

i 
1, 
.;, 
' : 
I 

., 

- ~--t-1 

., 
. ,- ;. 
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\ ,{ 9HAP'l'ER°~III. · ...... 
• 4 J 

. ,...,,., ~fli~ers, their l>owerf ;ind I)uties. .. . i:~, . ', "., ' ;,;· -. ¥a1.or. ~•·"'~t· ......... , ... 
' .. _, -_ ·,:, 

, Section 19: The 11,fay~r shall t, ,· .~, . . . . 
preside over its meetiogs but sl II ch a member of the Council and 
a tie, .when he sltall have •tl1e po~:r toa:e no •vot~ _except. hi case of 
no. t serve.on any comm1'ttee f ti'·., c· .. ~.ta dec1dmir vote. He shall .· o 1e-oum:d· t · · 
vpte of the entire Council H i 11 · . ,:~cep upon an unanimous 
of the City a11d. shall l1av·c· ,c;o,, ~- s id.a. fb; ,the chief. executive o'lfo:er 

. , · ·· m,.1an o its p r f 
1>omt sucJ1 police officers a ·d.' ·.· . o J~e o_rce tlld shall ap-
1>rc>,vided for; and in case of ~ -rl:atenm.en, e,xcimt .when otherwise 
umy\,appohtt. as 'many. special · .. 0:11·· !. Qr other µpusual necessity, he 
a d i 1· · · - , ,. •.ccmen as he ma d · ? . · a ,y _po 1cc. o/fu!er i1ppoiuted b tit · • " • , Y eem necessary, 
d1scl1arged from office by 1 • S

1 
· e .. Mzyor,. as :iforesaid may be t · um w 1enever · I • . . ' 

are of the city may; dema.nd it ... · .. ·. ' Ill l!S op11110n, the wel-
d · ·t ' · · · ' oi: a reduction f •1 • . ers I necessar,Y,. • He. shall ' . I· · . · P ~ 1e1r number ren-
sions of this · Oi;tter· :t,;1.1 tlie.l!Jl,ltSdec _tie )aws.,.of the State, the provi-
~ • ·d· ,,,.,, .,. . or 111:ini;es a£ ti ,-,· ~. . .. 
sen e . and enforced wi1'11in ·tl1e c· 't . .. ie. '-'tty,: to be d1fly' ob-
. t cf · _, · - · 1 Y and U · 1 · 

c1 Y to . iscli_arg? their respective dut1e: ; a ot ier officers of tli'e -
tute and mamtam any appropriat ·,!f,,,.,aod to Ut-:jt end may insti-,; 
deli u 11· . , . . e actmn or pr d. , .. 

nq e11t p 1cer., He shall · fro t' · · ocee mg against any 
such · f · · ' - m 1mc to ti · 111 ormat1on and rc_<;ommepd ·such . · · . me, give the Council 
vantageous to the City. He shall si n .rneasures as he ~hall deem ad
on the Treasurer, and all bonds bf a~l warrants and orders drawn 
of the City, except as may be• o~l tga~tons and contracts on behalf 
stuilf, upon service of notice sum· 1erw1se provided for hereii1 He 

t' ·· , • , · . molls o · · 
a~ ion or J?fOfeecl111g against the Cit. £ i pr?ce~s upon him in any 
an~t. the C~mncil, ~h.creqf. · . Y, or h_with mform the attorney 

i. 

Veto Power: 

. Section 20. - Every ordinalice . ·.· . . . . . 
bcfor "t t k · - ff · · or resol11tio · £ - -. , . c I a .cs e cct, be presented t . -, ·. 11 0 the Council shall 
:£ h~· approves tl_1ereof, he shall ~igit ·t;/;,e . .Mayor_ for a1)proval .. and 
ie -~l~a:l rct.U{;-l.1• it-,to. tlw.-Couucil..,witl tJ. ilm~,. bu~. if he disapprove it, 

~)o,.1t11lg t11e s~me with the Clerk, to i,.b t.e ~l:ucc;:~1ons thereto, by cle-
1ts next mectmg ,thereafter. Upo .. t. h e .presented to the C~un ·1 .t . ~n c return f c1 a 

• • • · - · Q • any ordinance or 

' .. 
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resolution by the Mayor, the vote by which the s;un~ was P,assecl 
milY 'be rccOJlRi,!let!!c\, ,5'-nd.,. if,-. upon , Sl\ChiJ;,St)C;rn~.i.c!.era~~•the ·c?un:dl 
i;hall pass the -same by a vote of 1our,;,tntl11, Qf all t)i:e: irtetKbcrit\t •~-::··•:· 
shall have the sm11,e effect· as if appr~~.~i,y the. ~ayi:Jr, \{ir'd:.'i~. s~ch , 
case the vote.),Ji~~t ~e by ,Y:ea~.and na~ ~hiclt shal! l.~ e~,t~r~d.}tt . . . .. , 
the record~by,the City• Clo~k.. If •an;v.:..or.dmance or.treautlftµin1.sh;ill ,J~~:, , .. ,';; .. ·~, 
not be so returned by the Mayor witUin ·fi:ve days, (Sundays an.d 
holidays excepted), after. it· shall be presented to him, fltc same shall 
have the same effect as. if approved by him. 

Acting Mayor. 
Section 2L. ·. At _the lirs't" mcei;ii1g.- of the cduncit 111 ea.di year 

they shall proceed to elect, ·oy '6al1ot, from t!J~fr iiumb~r, a Vlcc
President. During the absc"nce. of' the Miyor. ·from the dty, or his 
inability. from any cause, to' dfscharge the duties of his office; the 
said Vice President shall exercise. all 'the powers. aiid discharge 'ill 
the dutie$ of the Mayor, aiid lie subject to all the li'abilities imposed 
by general law, or t11e Citf Cflarter' or ori1111ances, ·upr:m 'tile 'Mayor-, 
and his acts, while so a<:ting as Mayor, shillf have the same force 
and va\idity as if performed by the ·1.rayor. · , . 

He shall ha Ye the right to 'vote· in t:110."Couticil ·but sliall not 
cast the ,decicling vote. in tl1e event 'of 'a ,tie . .-Sw:I~ actii1g mayt>r · , 
shall cotZtinuc to· disch:irge the duties'•1ferd;. assigned to hin11 un"til ,·' 
the mayor returns to his duties and actua]Jy: r~Stti'll'e'S"tlre•iluties of 
his o.tfii:e; and in case of vacancy in, tlte office of the mayor'for :a~y 
cause, the acting mayor shaU discharge tlte -qufies 'of ·m~yor until 'a 
successor 0£ the mayor is elected or _appointeQ. (!~cf qualified: . · · 

City Clerk: 
,.I 

. Section 22. The Clerk shall keep thd corporate seal of the 
city,. and all papers and records thereof, except as herein otherwise 
provided, attend. all meetings of the council and keep records of all 
proceedings th,ercof. He shall draw and sign all orders on· the 
Treasurer, as directed by the cotutcil, and he shall keep, a full and 
accurntc account of the orders so drawn by him, ·in books ·provided 
for that purpose, and said books shall show to whom an~ for what 
1mrpose the same wcrr. drawn. He shall attest the signature .of tl1e 
Mayor to all contracts, and affix the sc~l of the city 'thereto, ,md 
5hall ~lso counter~i~h all ccrtilkates -~q·f , work', a_u~i!?~j~~d., bJ. any, 
committee of th~ ctty • council, ·or by 3j1y city office_r. - 111d every 
contract made 111 behalf of the city, to which· the city is a party, 
slrnll be void unless signed by the· clerk. Ee shall keep regular 
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boodk~:of accom;t, which shall, at all tim'cs; show the precise financial 
con ihon of the city d f ·11· b d . . . , . . . ·. , a recor P, a · . on s, orders, warrants or 
ot11er ~v1de~ce of _mdebtedness issued, a' record of all orders bonds 
w~ra11tsd ~r other other eviden_c~'. of. indebtedness. which ha~e bee:. 
r.e een;~ and the amount of each outstanding, 
~ Said books. shall contain separate accounts with the different: 

c1!~ officers and the various funds· of the city, and the amount date. 
an purpose of each appropriation made by. the counc·n and ali pay-
me~ts made on account /if the same. . . . . , 

.. If before 'the first clay of January" iiny year the amo n 
pended, or to be expended, chargeable' to an Cit f u t ~x
thereto the current expenses estimated .-,, tly Y .und (addmg. fi I d · · ,or ie remainder of the 

sea . year, an . chargeable to such fundf h 11 b 
fourths of the tax authorized t. b . s a e equal to three-
for such fund, together with the ti~1e e. r~1sed o\ re~enue esti~ated' 
for . said {tmd, as hereinafter provi~;~rr;ts ~ut onzed ~o be issued 
the same to ti 'c·t~ c· · . . 1 -_ · . •' e shall report at once· ie . t Y. ounc1,. and 'he shall . 
any contract chargeable to such fund t'I tot countersign 
taxes actually collected be ascertained and un I; t te amount of 
shall not countersign any contract th ' durmg the fiscal year he 
~he revenue actually collected for tl:e a;ount of w?ich shall exceed' 
is· properly chargeable. · - ·. und to which such amount 

He shall endorse upon each orUiiian 
when the same was delivered by h' ce and r.esolution the time· 
when it was returned to him by the 

1i~ to 
th

e Mayor, and the time 
furnish certified copies·of papers- and ::or.d I-~e sl~all, upon request, 
when so certified to by him tmder th cor s Ill his possession, and' 
shall he received in evidence in an e ~orporate seal of the city, they 
the originals thereof were produced~ a:ai all cour~s, the same as jf 
be shall be entitled to collect andy ~ Clerk m such court, and 

f 
receive for sa'd • 

ees as are allowed to the Clerk of th . . 1 services such 
County for similar services. He ·shall file e .Dis~rict Court of Todd 
mortgages, contracts and other inst ' 

111 
lus office, all chattte1 

property is transferred or incumbe d :ltments by whfch personal 
and which 'are permitted to be filed r~ ' presented to l1im for filing, 

., . ~· ri,Qg,torrchattel mortgages ~d. "hall Y t~e laws of this state, refer-

£ h 
· - ' · · .,, rei;e1ve as • or, sue fees as are allowed',by th compensation there-

t
. . "t th d . . e general law H I ,1 . . 

w 10n • o e uttes herem prescribed · . e s ta\ , m add1-
.,... ... ~ b · d f · ' perform such th · inay e reqmre o him by the general 1 o er duties as 

• aws or by the cottncil. 

8fliet~! ~owers: 

·, -Section 23. - The clerk shall have ·th .• e Sltpcrvrn1on of all printing 
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and of publicatiot1s ordered by the council and he shall cause to be 
published, in the. offic/al paper, the minqt~s: ~f all pro_ceedb~g:s cif 
the cotmcil, as soon. after each meeting as, practicable,. and :also cause 
to be published in, said paper, all ordinances as soon as practkabU, 
after their final passage Of approval. ' • 

Powers: 
Section 24. The· clerk shall h:~ve the power to administer oaths 

and affirmations and to take and certify acknow1cilgtnents of deeds 
and other instruments in all cases in which the s:nne are required or 
sanctioned by law. He shall have power to appoint,· subject· to the 
approval of the CO\tllCil, a. deputy clerk, who shall bolci'his office ~t 
the pleasure of the clerk ~r council and shall have authority, under 
the direction of the cl~rk, to 1icrform all the dtities. of that office. 

The salary of the deputy shall be paid by the clerk. 

Salary artd Bond: · · 
Section :.15, Befo1•e entering upon his duties, th!l clerk shall 

execute ~.nd deliver to the citv l1is bond, 1n such sum as the cotiiiCil 
. . . r • 

may direct. 

Fees: 
Section 26. · ,Tire· Cl1irk shall r-ccei~e such.;$~ia~y as .shall• ,be, 

fixed by the cc;~(!~cil, and in addition thereto ~u f~cSip~td io .the clerk 
by the public at large for filing. a~d rec~rdin'g .'p;_tpCrfl and other 
services, may be retainf!d by nim as· ac1ditiona1 colllPellSatioll, 

He shall keep an accurate account of all fees so received by him, 
and report to the council annually- the .amo.unt .thereof, at :he .fir

st
. 

meeting in April. 

Treasurer: 
Section 27. The City Treasurer shall receive and s~fely keep all 

noney belo1!ging or accruing to the City, including taxe.s, li1:e.nse 
money. and fines, ancl keep an accurate and detailed account thereof, 
in such a manner as the City Council shall fr9m titne to time direct. 
'Ihe treasurer shall ,furnish to the City Cotmc!l1,at least fifteen.d,iys 
before the annual election, or sooner, if required by th,em, a full 
and detailed :1ccou11t qf the receipts and e;xpenditurcs -frortl the d~te 
of the last annual report, and nlso of fhe state ofthc treasury, whicll 
account shall be filed· wit'.1 the ,Clerk mid a copy of the same' pub-
lished in the official paper of the Cit;. , . . · . .-. -· 

He shall be the custodian of all bonds, certificates oI 111debtcd-
ness or other securities,- h'eld by the· city, or ,in the sinking- fund of 



i6 CHARTER OF TE;E CITY OF STAPLES, 

said. city. Upon receipt of any money by h~m,. he shall forth_wM'1t 
credit the same to Jhe separate-funds to whic'h the same :espect1vely 
belongs, or for which it has been levied, and shall deposit th_e same, 
daily, in the name of the city, to the order of t11e treasurer, m such. 
depositories as shalt have been designated ·by the council therefor,. 

He shall receive such salary as the council may fix. · 

When to pay out money. 

Section :28, The treasurer shall pay- · no money out of the. 
treasury except in the following case's: 11pon an order or warrant· 
properly drawn .:ind countersigned, •Which ,bas been first duly auth?r
ized by the council, and which shall specify, the purpose for which 
it is drawn and the fond out of which_ a,nd the person to whom it is. 
payable, and upon the payment ·and· receipt by him of any suc!1 

·., order orlfw:trro~1t,•,the,.treasurer shall caned and file the same, and 1t: 

shall m)t'
1 
be··again issued; and· he shall keep separate the orders 

drawn on each particular fond, AU wahants so cancelled by him, 
as aforesaid, shall be turned over to the clerk by said treasurer 
monthly; itilong.,with his repp_rt hereinafter referred to. 

In case said warrants wete issued for the payment of the bonds. 
0 £ said city, or interest coupons thereon, then such bonds or coupons, 
shall be cancel1ccl: by th~ treasurer a_rtd: t~hirned by him with such, 
wamrnt to ~he clerk: 

Jiontply Statement: 

Section :29. Th«t · treasurer shall, on the first of each month, 
make a statement to the council of the amount,. by him received an<l' 
disbursed on account of each fund and a statement of the amount: 
of money in his hands fn the varloµs f1mdsi deposited with each de~ 
pository, and the total amount of the <iity's fonds and where place<t 
and deposited; 

Misuse of city money. 

·section .Jo. No funds of the city_shai~be-loaned by the treasurer· 
· to arty city officer or any othtr M.I'sou.~or · oth·erwise ( disposed of,. 

except 'in accordan~e with the law. Any violation of :iny of the-
~•· proV"isi~i1s · -0£ 'this section shall, unless•"otherwise purri~ffa'hfo· by the .. 

cafi1rhaf Jaws' of tlie 'slilte, be' purifshe'd"i'by• a fine in,.1i'~sl1ff1 not ex-. 
ceedi~g, one thousand dollars Qr- by liuprisonment in. the county• 
jaH of Todd cou~ty, not exceeding 0 )11l year. The treasurer is pro
hibited 'from paymg any wa_rrant,•whieh llPo.n its face,"shows that it
is drawn in violation of this chartQr or th() lawl!· 0,f the state, aIJdr 
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. t the treasurer and tlie. sureties, ·rtpo11 his 
in case of any ~uch pa•ynh1en \. for Hie amount of, such ·warrallt. 
bond, shall be liable to t e ci Y · 

Bond of Treasurer. . . . 

. . u on the duties of his office, . th,e 
Section 31. _Before e11term!11/dt in such sum as the coum;1l 

treasurer shall give a. bond to£ ~ of the duties of hfs ·office, . 
may direct, for the faithful per ormanc . , 

City Attorney. 

: . . h 11 be the legal ad\•iser of the 
Section 32. The Ctty Attorney s a . of and shall perform 

city, and of all the boards and departmelntlsl tlp1ep::r in and co_n duct all 
• · 'd t t that office· he s ia a ' · · all services mc1 en o ' d' . . hich the city or any 

-civil suits, prosecutions and procee mgsd. m J or indirectly inter, 
board or department thereof shall _be . ir:c oi and conduct all· pro
eskd, and when necessary shall take ,d1ar~ .·. • . Mliiff ~Mhe dty 
secutions for the ·,vfo1~.tion of any 0rdm~~:/:h:~~6tation ohmy. 0( 
or any board or department thereof an , . . 
the provisions of this charter. _. -. 

, rt•,· 
,Opinions: , ., •. . ._,,J1•tlf'1i ·'\ . . , . 

S t . 33 He shall ~hen so r_ equeste.d,· fotl\ish a_,~t!ttef!, 
cc 1011 . , . . . . h . ncil or any-

opinion upon any subject submitted to him by t e cpu . ' 'n ·re-
. h b ard of the city, 1 committee thereof by t e mayor or any O • 

11 
· . nall:r. . 

spect to their official duties or municipal affairs; he sha : perr the 
attend all nteetings. of the council and when reque5te~ sot~:. c~~n~ill ·. 
meetings of said t;ommittecs and boards; he shall n~tif~ ·. ty or 
ih writing of the result of all actions to which the city 15 a ~a\i ac'-' 
in which it is interested. He shall keep a registry .of filcsho." ai'ty 

1
,"' · 

- · • · h' h t e c ,. tions, suits and proceedings under, his charge, m '~, 1c · where· 
interested, and safely keep copies of all' briefs us~d ~n'.cases ~ tions. 
in he appears for the city, and copies of all official: comm?~~ he< 
and opinions given by him to any officer, department. ~r oar.es'sion · 

. h d • . t' in his poss shall deliver all property, of w atever escnp 10n, · , .: fti, :~to 1iis 
or under his control, belonging to the city or to.:t}l_e it cef. · ·. one 
successor in .. ofi1ce, who shall give d.uplicate rei::ei~ts t lel_re .. ort'r.octs . 
f 1· ' . ,·,~ ~ ·tt· h I k h h 11 renare a con " . 0 ,,.,whic!1,,h,e;shalL«1Jt Wl\fl t -efc e,r ; ~ S a 1.P , ~. b 't . anx 

and bonds ':i1i-1d 'other instruments in writing in wh1ch t C Cl y or.' •. 
department· thereof,· sh;illt be concerned. 

Suits against Employees: 

. d b the co,t1ndl, Section 34. He shatJ, when· d1rectesd so to· o_ Y · 
. . t' on· or pro--appear and condltct the defense in any action, prosectl 1 . · 
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cecding agajnst any· officer .or emplpyce of the city, or any board 
or· department thereof, on' account of ahy act done by such officer, 
. board or department, while engaged in··the 'performance of official 
duties. 

Inability to act: 

Section· 35. In case of sickness or inability of the attorney to 
act, he may, at his own expense, appoint, by and with tlie consent 
.of the council,. ao:other attorney to act in his stead for the time being. 

City Assessor. 

Section 36. The City Assessor shall perform the duties required 
,of such officers by the gchcral Jaws· of the State, and have all the 
p.ower, rights and privileges, granted by bhe same to assessors. 

. Board of Equ,llzation, 

Section 37. The. City C'.ouncil of said city shall elect a committee, 
which· shall · consist of the Mayor· a11d one Alderman from each 
ward, who shall constitute a Board of 'Equnlization, who shall be 
,sworn, acordfog to law, as such' a board, and meet at the council 
,room~ in ?a~d clt:y ?11 the fourth Monday. of June of each year at 
1tei1 . o'clock in· ·the· foreiloou and'· from day· to day thereafter by 
•adjourh1hcnt· t1ntil cthe[r•:wo~lc is ccimplete<l ... Said b'oarcl shall elect 
from its members ~ Chairiimn :i\1U ·a Secreta,i·yi who shall keep a 
re'cord of its pn:iceedings a11d perform such othe·r duties as may be 
herein provided. The powers and duties 0£ such Board of Equali
zation shall be the same as that prescribed by Ge11eral Law for 
Township Boards of Review a114 County Boards of Equalization, 
so· far as relates . to J.ll'ope'rty 'within the limits of Staples, and the 
mode of procedure shall ·be' the· sa.1ne as• that prescribed by the 
~eneral laws for the conduct of' the _proceedings of such boards'. 
The Assessor shall aUehd' the scssio11s ai1d · hearings of said board 
1md give information when .de~ired, He shnlt' revise his assessment 
rolls in accordance ·with. the decision of such board, and after the 
same shall hav~ been cer'tifi_ed by' the Chairman and Secretary of 
said board, he shall transnnt to' fhe County Auditor such revised 
assessment rolls not later tlian '.the third Monday in July· in· each 
year. 

Compensation. 

Section 38 .. The council shall. fix the, salary of the Assessor. 
:Eadt member of the Board of Equalization ~hall be paid out of the 

' 
p 
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city treasury the sum of Three Dollars for every :~ay of :rctual 
service upon said board . 

Bonds: 
Section 39. The Assessor shall, befort entering upon his duties, 

execute to the city a boncl with sufficient sureties, in the penal sum 
of Five. Hundred Dollars. 

Engineer: 
,i 

Section 40. The council may, when necessary and occasion re• 
quires, appoint a civil engineer of at least three years'· practical ex'." 
perience as such, whd shall hold his office at the· pleasure ot · the 
council, and receive such compensation for his services as may be . 
determined by said council, He shall have the supervision and 
general charge of all the work done for the city and all work done 
on any street, highway or tllley in the 'city: h-e shall, under the di
rection_ of the council, establish aH official lines; ekvaaorts litid 
grades: he shall keep a ft11l official record of all the WQric done in his 
office or under his supervision, he shall direct the manner. of per:
forming all engineering work of the city and the manner · of · the 
eo1ts.truction of all sidewalks, street crossings,· bridges, pave~ents, 
sewers or other structures in or ,upon any street .or public grounds, 
ancl he may suspentl such work when the construttion there.of ~hall 
not conform,to contract, and he shall ~a-ke care that the terms of 
all contracts for any work or construction on behalf of the city are 
fully complied wit11. , · 

Surveys, Bonds. 

. Secti?n 41. All surveys, profiles, plans and, estimates made by 
1nm or his assistants for said city and Jtis official records, shall be 
~he property of said c~ty and shall be carefully indexed and preserved 
tn the office of the clerk and be public r~cords of the city. Be shall 
~ossess the ~ame power in the city in m~king surveys, plats and cer
tificates, as ts or may from time to ti.me be given,by general law to 
.cou~ty surveyors, and his official acts::uid all plats; surveys and 
.crttficates made by him, shall have the same validity and be. of 
tfe same for~~ .3 11.cl~eftc~ct as are•or•:may~:he"given by law to those 
o county surveyors. · · 

h 
1
Before entering upon the discharge of his duties; the engineer 

s al _execute and cle1iver to the city his bond in such sum· as•· the 
council may direct. 
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Appointment an:d _Po!e~s: · .;*. 

Section•· 42• Tho '. council. shall.::..appoint a street comm1ss1oner,• 
who -shalfrhol.d,:his,offl:ce at;. theipJf~ure,•ofHlte,,c9uncihand,. r.ec,eiye , . · .. , - -

- ·, . .. " •: .• ' P· ' -- -•• - "'1 s ... ·c- . __ ,_,. ·o tc!r''t\\,»l'11t1l such:.com~DSatiolbias' 1t ·maY.:!'dete1;~e,e'•'..L 14 tt:j!'ei.!. Om_m!SS1 I -

shall have supervis~on, under .the con~tol and· direction of the •Mayor 
and Council, •of the construction, maintenance and repair of _pave
ments, sewers, streets, and sidew':l!l,:~, and maintaining, repairing, 
deaning ,sweeping. a11d: spri11kling, :.Qf : all streets, alleys and other 
public places . within the city, and the ._grading of all streets and 
aUeysr whether. in_ original ce'Jlstrui;_tion ,or otherwise, and· all work 
shall be done by. the street commisllioncr under the supervision of 
tl~c engineer, if one he employed by :the council, unless otherwise pro
vided by the council, It shall be his.duty :to superintend the loca-
tion and .erection of all electric .tight; telephone and telegraph poles 
withii1 the city, to inspect all ,railroad crossings and see 'that the 
general laws all(;! ordioances of the city, relating thereto, arc properly 
ei1forced. The CotH1cit shall decide any. dispute that may .arise be-· 
tween the street commissioner -and the engineer as to their res1>ec-
tive duti:csancf.1>~e1·s: T.he c.om1cir.sh;il1.,l;_a:'e the PO.~er to dischai·ge 
1uch conuuissioncr:·· at will;·witlio\rtl, ca11se;•";it1· aiiy time, ~1,1d employ .. ~•· .. 
;inothcr if dceine~•expooi:eiit.:., •. .... . 

:,.I). .,,, 

-~eports ~nd 801,d: 

Section 43._ He shall make mo1ithly written reports to the 
council of work done, cost of same, il1011ey expended and foi- what 
purpose, and he shall repprt to tt,e council the amount of all tools 
belonging to the city. in his .custody, once a year, and at any other 
time when so re.questcdi df require<f by the council, he shall exe
<:ute a J,ioud, witli sureties satisfactory to it,· conditioned. for the 
faithful performance of his duties, •.at~ii- that lie will account for all 
moneys collected or received 'by him. in his official capac'ty, or be
lon11iug to the city. 

Justices of the Pe;ice. 

'.Pov1ers, -Duties. 

$-(le. 4.4 . .,,.·The justiccs··of,, the: P~ai:e of, the, city shall enter upon 
the :diiicharge ·of tlttir officiai duties 7·on the secoitd Tuesday of' April 
after their election and they shall have and possess all the authority, 
powers, rigl(ts .and jttris!lictkm· ~~at justices of the peace have or 
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ltereaftcr may possess, who -are electl!d uncJer the general laws oftbe 
State of Minnesota, and be subject to all the :penalties u.ti<ler· :sµtlt 
iaws, "i; THey silallf itr;·a~ddition thereto,. have autho(itY .:u!.d,.jurisdk~ii,m 
to hear, ·try and· deter1m11-e all complaints jor theyfolitiqn of any. 
·provision of this chai;fet· .and t>f' arty·· ,ardinan·ce, · .resolutiti,rt,''. by-~~w, 
rule 01;.regulati911.made:or a-dopted under t>t by.'¥'.fi'tu!.! tlt~r.eof;:11mt 
of all cases cognizable by a justice of :th~. peace;·in · which tlte city is 
a party, and .of all suits, p'rl:ls«clrtions and procc.-edings for 'the re• 
covery of a fine, forfeiture; or {lny:·~11.dty 'Under'any .ordinance,. reso
lution, by-Jaw or regulation :Of thi.s,.clty, .. or· its ·_ehart,er,· 

In all prosecutions .for t1fe-~vfolation of .any 'Pl'oYision•.of this' 
charter or any ordinance, resoh1tio11, ·by-law or regulation adopted 
under or by virtue thereof, said Justices- of the. peace may proceed to 
the trial and determination theFe6f, in a summary ina11irnr,;-without 
the aid of a jury .. In -all proceedi11gs before justices of the pe;ice 
authorized by this charter, and in all 'civit -proc.e~edings' before. suc.h 
justices, the same forms and· -· proceeding's shall be bad and used,. 
where not otherwise directed, as -are established· ahcl required to be
had and used in criminal and-ch·il ai;:tions, by tlti! general laws" or'. 
the state before justices of the peace; ··an'd-ap-peals from the judg
ment and decision of said justices' of the peace o.£,tbe city,·shall'be 
:allt1wcd and · taken, in all resp-ecfs as pro:vided by· law· f01':,appcals 
fronr'jlistices or·the, peace under state laws.:· ' 

Security for Good Behavior. 

Sec. 45. In all cases of conviction, either under state law ur or
dinance of the city, for assat1lt, battery or affrayy breach ,of the 
lleace, disorderly co1tdutt, keeping or freqtre11ti11g·l1ottScs Of ill falll,e, • 
and keeping or maintaining,disordcrly, or ill-goverued,houses, said 
justices shall have power, in a{ld-ith:in .to,!the fine or penalty imposed, 
to compel the offender to give setffrity, itt a sum not exceed1ng five 
hundred dollars, for their good behavior and to keep the peace, fo_r a 
period not exceeding six Illonths, , 

Disposition of Fines. 

Sec. 46. All fines and pcnaltie~, in;p~sed by th; justices .0 ~ t!ic 
1>eace of this city, for the violation of this charter or any·orclmance, 
resolution, by-law or regulation. thereof, shall belong t 0 and _be 
turned into the treasury of the city. 

:Reports, Fees; 

Sec. 47. The ·justices of th~ peace shall, ~acJi m~nth or oftener, 
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·if required by the council, report• to it call proceedings institute.d be
fore ·them, in• which the city is. interested, and shall, at the same 

, .. J. • .. •. time, account for and pay. over to the treasurer all fines collected 
. . or -received by them belonging to th~· city; and said justices. of the 

peace shall be entitled to receive, from the county of Todd, such 
fees in criminal cases where the state is a party, as are allowed by 
statute to• other justices of the peace· for .siinilar services, ·and they 
shall be· entitled to receive, from the 1dty of Staples, such fees in 
cases where the city ·fa a party as justices of the peace arc entitled 
by law to tax up and receive from said county in similar cases. 

Constabl~s~ 

Powers, Duties. 

Sec. 48. The constables of the ~ity of Staples shall have all the 
powers that ~re had· by, a-nd· shall perform like duties to those re
quired of constables under the, gencr~l laws of u{e state, and shall 
be· entitled to and receive the compensation therein prescribed. 

Park Commissioners. 

Appointment. 

Sec. 49, The Council ·shall appoiilt three Park Commissio.ners to 
be known as the Park Board of -Staples, who shall have control and 
supervision of the parks within the corporate limits of the said city, 
nnd • also of such streets or portions of streets and· other public 
grounds as the City Council shall by proper resolution designate. 
Said Commissioners shall hold their offices for three years and 
until their succcss~r: have been appointed and qualified, provided, that 
the first comm1ss1oncrs shall be appointed for One Two and 
Three years respectively. · ' 

Powers. 

Sec. 50. Said Bo:i.rd shall have pow~r, and it shall be their duty 
to enforce such laws of the State and ordinances of the City as they 
may (lcem necessary for the proper performanc0.of their duties.Ju 
·such Department. •.;- -

Money-How Expended. 

Sec. 51. The mone!s in the Park fund of the city shall be used 
for the Pi.trposcs of said Board as hereinabove set forth and said 
Board· shall have the power to expend such moneys as' they m~y-
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sec fit in improving and bcautifymg such pat!,s and pubtic groui11.ii., 
and for the purooses of furnishing entertainment £or ·the ·1;H1nlic, ·nw . 
such public grounds as they may designate. 

. Municipal Court • 

Establishmenc · 

Sec. 52. There shall be a Municipal Court for the City of 
Staples which shall be established whenever the city council so de
termines by resolution adopted by a four-fifths majority of its 
members and approved by the .Mayol', providing. a suitable place 
for holding its sessions and. fixing the compensatiou of the Judge. 
Thereafter there shall be appointed or elected ill the manner pro• 
vidcd by the General Laws of tl1e State of Minnesota, a Municipal 
Judge who.,e term of office shall be four years. 

Organization and Powers. 

Sec. 53, Said court shall be' organized as provided iii sections 
125 to 146, inclusivc, of the Revised Laws of Minnesota for i:905, and 
the :.1111endments thereto, if any, an!,1 ull tl1e provisions of s;iicl .l.aws 
sh~ll apply to and govern said Court and th.c procedure therein, And 
said Court and the judges and other officers th'ereof shall 'have all 
tl'u~ powers a.ric) perfortn all the duties provided in said Laws. 

CHAPTER IV. 
City Council. 

General Powers:. 

Section 54, '!'he legish1tivc power and autlwrity of. the City of • 
Staples shall be vested in the council, composed· of the Mayor aifd. , 
Aldermen, except as in this charter otherwise provided. No. mt!mber 
0

~ the council shall hold any other office position or employment, 
dl!"~ctly or indirectly, under the city gover:·iment during the term for . 
wh1d1 he was elected. · · 

Meetings.· 

Section 55. The city council shall determine the time of its : 
regular meetings and provide for special meetings and may prescribe 
rules for its proceedings n9t inco11siste1~t with ti;is ch;ir.ter, and the 
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Mayor may, or upon written request of three Aldermen, shall ~ 
•:pcciaf meetings of the council, by giving written notices to each 0£ 
hs :nembers, to be delivered t,ersonally1 or left at his usual place 
of alJode, and no business shall be transacted at any special meeting 
ttPh.ss the subject of the same shall have been specified in said 

wrilt,,:1 notice. 

Quorum: 
S!!.Ctiun 56. A 1najority of t,he ·members of the council shall 

-:.om;titnte a quorum, but less than the majority may adjourn from. 
time to time, and a minority as well :ts a majority, may compel the. 
attet1da111:c c,f the absent members, t ·,, 

Canvassing Votes: 
Scclit•n 57. The council shall, :within three days after any city 

decl1011, rt1et:t. r.nd canYas the ·returns of votes cast at such election 
and. declare the result thereof, and the City Clerk shall prepare and 
ft\l'nish forthwith, certific:ttes of election to the officers found to be. 
elected, atl.d th.: city council shall be the judge of the election and. 
qualification c,£ its c,wn_ members. 

Ordinances and :Re:iolutions: 

Secticn 58. Every legislatlve act ·of the council shall be by or-. 
t1:mtnf'.C er 1·e,.;olution. The enacting clause of every ordinance shalh 
be in ·tlu:sc w,,r<ls: "The City Council· of the City of Staples ordains." 
No ordinance or resolution, except for general appropriations, shall 
contain 1110re tlwn one subject, which :;hall be expressed in the title. 
and nr, ordfonnc<! or resolution shall be amended after its introduc~ 
tion so ai; to change its original subject or purpose. 

Passage.of Ordinanceit: 

s,:'r.1ir:11 ·:9, An affirmative vote· of at least a majority of all 
members of the council sh~ll be required to enact any ordinance or
rcc;olut1-,:1. ,, hich shall be taken by the yeas and. nayi and br'ci1ttred 
in itit journal. It shall forth~ith be prcsenteu' by tl~e city ~lerk 
to t)le mayor for his a? proval as herein provided. No ordinance, res
olution, prrJposcd ordmance_ or proposed resolution shall be re~,pn
sideted,' except at the same_ :br the next rcgi.1lar meeting after its. 
a<lc.t•ti<Jfi or · rejection; a.nd not it1 such ·case unless there arc then 
pr,~h1:nt: at least as many members of the councii as were present 
whc:l i;.1icl ordinance or resolution was adopted or rejected. No or-
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i::1111'..ln.:e shall be. introduced except at a regular meeting, at which 
meeting it shall have its first reading. Its second reading, except 
by 1.,nanimotts consent, shall be held, at a subsequent regular or ad
fourned regular meeting, occuring not less than· one week after its 
first reading, and said ordimp1cc shall not be ainended a£ter the 
meeting at which it receives its second reading except )ly: .unanimous 
consent. It shall receive its third reading. and may be' passed only 
at a regular or adjourned regular meeting occuring at least oneiweek 
subsequent to the time of its second reading. No·ordinance shall be' 
passed until it has had three readings. Every ordinance shalt ·be 
published once in the official newspaper of th.e city be.fore it takes 
effect. Proof of such publication· shall be by affidavit of one of the 
printe:s, publ_isher~ or the fore.man 'o;. such news.1,>aper, • which sh;n 
be pruna fac1e evidence of the legal pa$sage pf su<;h ordinance pr 
resolution in all courts of this state or eisewhere, · · 

FaH~~~•.to Vote: 

Section 60. Any member . of tite council, who, .being p.resept 
;yhen his nartie is called, fails . to vote upofi any question, shall, Wt• 
less excused by the council, be counted as l1avh1g voted in tp.e 
negative of sai_d question. · · 

Two-Third1o. Vote: ,; 
1 

Section 61, · Every ordinance, order or resolution·apl)rQ1>tiati~g 
money, cre:ding any liability of the City, awarcling or apprqving .. of 
a_ny contr~c~ for the payment of mon<;Yi oriorde.riug any condem11il· 
tlon of prtvate property or the making of any. public improvctl,le~ts, 
shall require a Two-thirds vote of ali the ~embers of the City 
Council; provided, that this section shall not apply to the paymertt 
of the ordinary bills, hereinafter provided for. 

Funds and Accounts: 

Section 62. The City Council t'nay designate. the.' ,depositories 
for, and disposition of, the funds of the City,. and by :resolutipn ap
p,r~ve all bonds given for the safe' keeping thereof, and it shall ex-
:a_mmc. and a1rdif the accounts of all city officer,.' . , 

:Supervision of Public Property. 

Section 63. The City Council shall have the care, control :a11d 
,supervision of all public buil-4ings and grounds pf the City, the care 
:ancl 5u1>crvision of which are not by this charter vested in any :boat

d 

or pfficer of the City. · · 
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Opening, Vacating and Improving Streets: 

Section 64. The City Council shall have the exclm,ive power to 
open, vacate, alter and improve the i,treets, pttblic grounds, alleys, 
and highways of the city as in this charter provided, and shall have 
ahd , maintain the ;ictive care, supervision and control of all public 
hlghways, bridges, streets, alleys and public grounds within the limits 
of the City. 

CompUation: 
' Section 65. Tl1e' council may, from time to time, provide for the 

compilation .ind publication in bdok or pamphlet form, of the char
ter, ordinances of tne city, rules of the council and any of the de
partments of the city, and such statutes of the state as it may desig
nate, and may provide for the distribution, by sale or otherwise, ot 
copies of such compilation or publication. Such books or pamphlets, 
so issued, purporting on the title page to be published by authority 
oI the council, and to contain the ti~arter and ordinances of the city, 
or other matter in tl1is section above mentioned, shall he prima facie 
evidence o( their contents in al1,courts of this state, and •all provisions 
0£ the charter, and all such .ordinances, rules, regulations and resolu
tions f.ourtd therein,. shall be presumed to have been duly and legally 
passed, approved, adopted .and promulgated. 

All justices of the. peace· and other courts, which may hereafter 
be established in this city, ·sliall .,take judicial notice of this charter 
and its provisions, and all ordinances and resolutions duly passed 

. by the council of the city; 

, Ordinances Granting Franchises: 

Section 66. Except as otherwise provided [qi-the constitution of 
the state, or as otherwise specified in this ·charter, any ordinance or 
resolution, for the lease or sale of any public utility, or for the pur
chase of property of the value of three thousand dollars and upwards, 
must be submitted to the· vote of the electors of the city before the 
same shall be valid, and in no case sha!l any franchise be granted for 
a longer period than ten years. 

The ballots used at such election shall• contain the words, "for 
the ordinance" (stating the natur"e of the proposed ordinance,) and 
''airains·t· the ordinance/'· (stating.the same.), , 

·Returhs of such election ·shall be made to the clerk, a-s provided 
for other elections, and the·council must meet ancl canvass the re
turns within three days. 

CHARTER OF THE CITY OF STAPLES"° • 27 

If a majority of the votes cast upon such submission shall be fa 
favor thereof, the council shall, within thirty; da.:r..<j from ,the time 
of such election, . proclaim such fact, and upon such procfomation1 
such ordinance shall be legal· and. binding. No such franchise or 
lease or sale of any public utility or any such purchase 0£ property, 
shall be of any force or effect, except it be made in the manner :i,bove ·. 
provide<!. 

Specific Powers: 

Section 67. The council shall have full• power and .authority. th 
make, enact, ordain, establish, publish, e1,force, iilter, modify, ameµd 
or r.epeal aH such ordinances, rules and by-laws, for, th.~ enhance
ment of the general welfare, for the good gover111nel\t. and good 
order of the city, for the protectiott of the public healtl1, comfort 
and safety, for the suppression of vice and intemperance,. and for 
the prevention of crime, as it shall deem: expedient; except that no 
o:rdinance ,or resnlutioi1, which shall have been adopted after sub
mission to the electors of the city under the provisions of section. 66, 
shall be altered, modified, amended or repealed, wft11tnit tln:-sub• 
mission thereof to the electors of said city. It-shall ha1e the,power 
tci establish and maintain city prisons and wa:tch houses £or the im
priso11me11t, custody and safe keeping, of all persons arrested for or 
charged with an offense wh.i.tever, in any way cognizable be:ore 
any justice of the peace in said city; to make a1!. rules and regulations. 
for the government and management · of such prisons, and watch
houses; to appoint keepers and other officers for the same, and pre
scribe their ·duties and fix their compensation; and the keepers· of 
such prisons and watch-houses shall have and possess,all the _powers 
and authority of jailors at common law or by the laws of this state~ 
and all ordinance!i enacted by said council are hereby declared to 
be and have the force of law; provided, that they be ,10t r.e~ugnant 
to the constitution and laws .of the United States and of tlus sta~e. 
And for these purposes the council shall have authority by -Ofdtn-

ance or resolution;. . • 
First. To regulate the use of, and prevent and remove e11croach

ments on cir ... b"C'C!f ·~ets alleys avenues and public grounds and 
. . ' ' · I t the public places, and to prevent injury to the same and to regu a e 

construction of coal holes and hatchways and coverings and gttards 
therefor in sidewalks, or to prohibit the same. , . . . f 

Second. To regulate and prevent throwing or depoSitmg O 
• 

ashc:;, offal, dirt, garbage, or other offensive matter, or of paper, 

l 
f 
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f 
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in· or upon any street, aliey . .or: public :ground or place, and to com
pel the owner or .occupant of -any premises, to -keep the sidew:1lks 
along or in front of the san1e free from snow, ice or other ob
struction .. 

Third. To regttlatc openings and excavations in streets, alleys, 
and public grounds, for the laying of gas, ,electric conductors, ·water 
mains and pipes, or for any other purposes, and the building of 
sewers, tunnels and drains, and to regulate the construction and use 
of. all. -§tructutes and conduits u11derilellth the streets, alleys · and 
'sidewalks. 

Four-th. To provide for a11d•· regulate cr.osswalks, curbs and 
gutters, 

Fifth. To regulate or' prevent· the ,use of streets, sidewalks, 
_and public grounds !for signs, sign-posts, awnings, awning-posts, 
telegraph, telephone and electric and troll'ey -poles, horse troughs 
and· racks, and the posting and distributing of hand-bills and adver
tisem.ents; to control, prescribe and regulate the mode of construct
fog and suspending awnings; and "the exhibition and suspension of 
signs thereon; to -prevent the incumbering of the streets with ve
hicles, lumber boxes or any other thing or material; to prevent the 
exhibition of signs 011 canvas Or" otherwise, in or upon any vehicle, 
standing or traveling upon the streets or public grounds 0£ the 
city; to remove· and abate any- lluisa:nce, obstruction or encroach
ment upon the walks, streets, alleys -or public grounds; to provide, 
for and regulate the erection of hitching posts and rings for fasten
ing- horses, and to prohibit; the salne 'in a·l)y portion of the the: city;: 
and to prohibit the piling of snow or other incumbrance upon any 
6treet by ,persons owning or op·erating any_ street railway along or 
across the same or by any person or party, 

Sixth.· To regulate and control or prohibit the placing of poles, 
and the suspension of wires along or across the streets and alley!!,, 
and to require •any and all wires· withitt prescribed limits, or through
out the city, to be placed, a,s it may designate, beneath the surface· 
of the street or sidewalk, and_ to require any poles already erected or 
wires already suspended .to be removed and the wires likewise placed 
in conduits beneath the surface of the street; and to compel any or a!D 
such wires, pipes, and other constructions and conduits, to be place<!. 
in a common area beneath. the surface, up0n such terms as it may 
<lesig11ate; and to make like regulati011s and. requirements as to any 
and all telegraph and telephone poles and wires now erected and'. 
maintained in said city. 

Seventh. To regulate and prohibit the. exhibition, carrying·, dis-
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tributing or throwing. of banners, phicar.ds,. ad·vcrtisements, and, 
hand-bills or other articles, -in or upon the streets, p1iblic groumls 
or sidewalks. _ 

Eigl1th. To regulate or prevent the flying ol flags, banners and 
signs across the streets, alleys and public places, and. to re_gulate, 
license or prohibit the construction and 11s e of. billboards and signs 
adjacent to or near the streets~ alleys, and public places, or tipo_il 
any vacant lot or other propert:t. '.~. · . 

Ninth. To regulate or prohibit traffic arid sa]es ~1PPn the-streets. 
sidewalks or. public" places. , · ,., .. - , _, 

T.~nth. <.To regulate, the: speed oVhorses :i1\'d othcr,.--aninia1.s, 
vel1icles, street cars and· 1ocomotives, t1pon the streets and within. 
the limits of the city, and to compel persons to f.asten their horses 
or ot\ier animals attached to vehicles or otherwise, while .standing 
in the streets; to regulate or prevent the use of ,bkycles, automo
biles, and other similar vehicles, on streets, sidewalks _ at :public 
grounds; and to prevent the riding or driving of any animal· upoi1_ 
any sidewalk and to prevent any damage to aiiy siclcwall(or ptibli.c -
property. · 

. Eleventh. To regulnte and prescribe the width of tires 011 · 

wheels of vehicles. used in the city, and the maximi1m wcighf of a· 
load to be drawn over any street in the city .,and to -direct t1pon what· 
streets heavily loacled vehicles may be drawn, and froni what streets, 
alleys and public places the same may be excluded, and to license · 
public vehicles of every des,cription. 

Twelfth. To name and change the na,mc of r.trcets, aventics, 
alleys and other public places, . 

Thirteenth. To regulate or prohibit the u~c of ..all'hrldges, via· 
duct~, _u1nne~s~ drains, sewers and cesspools w1_thin th~{~ity, .and _to 
pro~1b1t c;the o,ttse and maintenance of cesspools and pn\•1-es ,·in suc11 
Port10ns of the city as it ·may "'<lc.signate, and. to conipcl- sewer con
nection's'· in such ptlrtia.na,.and"to-.make. the sa1~1e and a~.:icss."the cost 
thereof on the property so -~onnected. . . -. _ - ·. 

Fourteenth. To regulate the numbering pf hmtses, .buildingll -
and lots, and to compel the owners of 110uses and ~ithcr btiildfogs 
to have the numbers of such houses and buildings shown conspic-
uot1sly thereon or adjacent thereto. . 

Fifteenth. To pr~vent a.ncl regulate or prohibit the location, 
construction or laying of street railway tracks in, umlct and over 
any street, alley or public place. 

~ixteenth. To provide for and chapge the location, grade and 
cross111g of any railroad, and to compel 'railroad compnnies·to lower 

i' 

t: 
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and bridge over or raise their tracks1 or construct viaducts over the 
same, and t~ f~nce t1ieir rcspe~tive ri$"hts of way, or any porti~n 
of the same, and to construct cattle gt1ards aild to keep the same 111 

repair within the limits of the city. In ~ase any railroad company 
fails to comply with any .sueli ordinance, it shall be lia~le f?r all 
damages to tl1e owners of cattle, horses, or other domestic animals, 
which may be sustait1ed by reason of injury thereto, while on the 
tracks of such railroads, in like manner and extent as under the 
gei1eral laws of the state. 

Seventeenth. To regulate or .,prohibit the obstruction of 
streets, alleys, and other public p1aces by railroad trains, cars or 
engines. 

Eighteenth. To regulat!! or prohibit the whistling of locomo
tives,. traction engines, or e11gin1:s in fa~toriei;, and _tl1e dischi;rgl'\: of,. 
steam cin'ders sparks and· dense smoke therefrom. , 

:Jineteenth. Td' co~pd,':.:iarlr-0ad· companies to raise or lower• 
their tracks to conform with, any~ gr.ade-.which may be established 
in the city and to keep _such tracks on a level with the stree: sur
face, and to .compel the plankh1g of such tracks by such railroad 
companies so that they may be crossed at any place on said street, 
alley or public highway, and, to keep such planking in repair, and to 
compel sucli t'ailroad cpnip;iuies to maintain flagmen or automatic 
gates at railroad crossings wherever in the judgment of the Council 
the public safety requires it, .. 

Twentieth. To compel and require such. railroad companies to 
make, keep open and repair ditches; drains, sewers and culverts 
along and under rail,;oadyacks so that filthy or stagnant water can
not stand .011 their grounds .or right of way; and so that the natural 
drainage of adjacent property, and streets shall not be impeded. 

Twenty-first. To· restrain the pollution of the waters of any 
creek, pond, lake or water course within or adjacent to the city; to 
prevent the dmnping of refuse or other matter therein and to provide 
for the cleansing and purification· of water, water coursei and canals, 
and the draining and filling· of ponds or pools on . private property 
whenever necessary to preveitt or abate nuisai10ei and"avoid danger 
from fires; and to compel the owner or occupant of · any building 
or g~ounds to r'.!move · from the premises owned ot. occupied by 
him aH sucli objectionable structures and offensive substances as the 
council or health officer may direct, and upon his default, to author
ize the removal or destruction· thereof by some officer of the city 
at the. expense of such owner or oci;upant, and to assess such ex
pense against such property; aild to compel, in like manner, the re-

-:-:::::-'.":.:1 
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moval or destruction of any structure within the fire limits of said 
city as now or hereafter established, where such· structure is 
deemed, by such council, to endanger the health, or liable to cause 
fires to adjacent or other .property. . , . . 

Twenty-second. To compel the owner of low ground, where 
water is liable to collect and 'become stagnant, to fill or drain such 
low places, and upon default, to authorize such draining or filling, 
and assess the cost thereof upon such property. ·. 

Twenty-third. To license, regulate, prohibit or suppress public 
,billiard, p.ool or pigeon-hole. tables, p!n allfys, bo:,vling alleys, 
shooting galleries; lodging lioitses, restaurants and~ hotels. 

Twenty-fo\trth. To lic~nse and_ regulate gift, fire, auction or 
bankrupt sales, and to license and regulate itinerant merchants and, 
transient merchants or vendors, agents .and solicitors for'· stages, 
cars, vehicles or public houses, and itinerant physicians, dentists and 
oculists. 

Twenty-fifth. To license, regulate or prohibit the exhibitions 
of showmen and shows of all kinds, and the exhibition of caravans, 
menageries, circuses, concert or dance halls, theatrical performances, 
skating rinks, museums, and all like places of amusement. 

Twenty-sixth. To license and regulate insurance offices and 
agencies, auctioneers, pawn brokers, second-ha11d and junk dealers, 
and to compeJ all such persons to keep such records of their trans• 
actions as it may direct, and make report thereof, and to regulate 
the time, place and manner of holding public auctions or vendues, 

Twenty-seventh. To. license, restrain· M.d reg1ilate keepers of 
intelligence, or employment offices, and alf l)er-sons doing the bus
iness of seeking· employment for, or furnishing employees,. a'nd fo 
require such persons to keep such records as it may direct· and i•:, 

make report theFeof •aim (ow ,give bond,. condi,tione"d'. thar•;:t-ltey .s!t-~ ~l 
carry on th~ir business honestly and without fraud or misrepresenta
tion, and punish said persons for unfair dealings in tl1eir said bus-
~ML • 

Twenty-eighth. To license, regulate or prohibit fortune tellers, 
cla'irvoyailts, astrologers, massage doctors, street hawkers, venders 
and public criers. · ' 

Twenty-ninth. To license and regulate hackmen, draymen, ex
pressme11, porters and all other persons engaged in c:trrying pas
sengers, baggage or freight, and to. regulate their charges ~heref?r, 
and to prescribe stands or stations where they may remam while 
waiting for business, and to prohibit the same· from standing ancl 
waiting for business at any other places than the places so pre• 

I 
i 
; 
I 
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scribed. 

, . ''rh!rti:th .. To' license 11M regulate all peddlers, book agents, 
., ~any~~.seri;, .. ~~v:_sboys, · bootblacks ahd cliimney sweeps doing bus-

mess in the city. · · •. · • ' 
: . Thirty-first. · To license· a!tt regulate the sale of spirituous, 

vmous., fermentcdr malt or other liquo,rs; provided, that no saloon 
shatl hereafter be established within .four hundred· feet of any school 
house. ., · ~ .. 

Thirty-second. ·To. license and hgulatc distilleries and brewer
les. 

Thirty-third. To license and reguh1te butcher shops and stalls 
. :a~~ venders a~1d. 'stands fo_r_ the _:sale of game, poultry, meat, fish, 
• fr.mt~ and Per.1shablc . prov1s10ps1 • add · all · other persons who may 

deal in, the same, whether they deal at wholesale or retail 
'. 'T,hirty-Iourth, · T() li"C:eitse~nd'rc!gulate plumbers and-'to regulate 
sewer ancr.wat.er co_~·necticilis ~f alr;~kirtd~,.. a.J1d the laying. of branch 

. s:,~e_rs,_and 'Ya:er, pipes, an~, ~n ¥enerali,; to.: regut"ati plumbing, ~nd 
, ~Eovide ~or ,tn~ r~,n?v;il. ~£. unsa~~tary plumbing_ and. to comp-el the 
same to be kept 1n a sanitary 'condition, · · 

" '' ~hirty-fifth. To license,: regulate and control or prohibit the 
.. ca_rry1~g. and us~ of firearms or concealed weapons, and to provide 

for the confiscaboi1 of the same .· · 
• Thfrty-sifth. '1,'Q Hcense and regulate the keeping of dogs and 
to prevent the same from ruiming·at large· a11d to a th · d

1 

• • ,. . · u. onzc an en-
{orcc the de1Jtruct1~11, m summary manner, 0£ dangerous or vicious 
dogs or dogs running. at large·;,. · 

. . Thirty-.scvcnth .. . :l'Q; regttlate. or' prohibit the storage, receipt, 
• transport:1t1011, dealing in and use of ·g-~npowd d · ·t I • · 1 •, b . u er, ry pt c 1, res111, 

coa 01 , . enzme., naptha, gasdline turp· e11t1'nc ·tt ·t· 
1 . · . . . • , , gun co on, 111 ro-

g. ycer111e and. any product· the.-eof an· d ot11· c~ b t'bl I • . . . . . ' • , com us I e or ex-
. p OSIVC material within t~lC city, .or'within one mile from the limits 
thereof, and the use of 11gb. ts in~staoles shops d tl 1 · d 
h b 'ld' fi . • . ~.. • •an o 1er paces, an 

t e ui .. ms; of, .res, :ind, to- rt!"'ulate and r st ·· ti · f fi k . . ► • '• .. 0 • •· e. r:.111, 1e,use o re-
. crac ers, · .. torpe~o:s,. 'f()lll~nr·candlcs;' rvckets and"' otfr~r firew~rks, • 
and of.fireaians· w1thm th~·city.-/ -~ • 

Thirty~eight. ',To, prevent and sui>p· ress · t ff · d' t b , d' d 1 . • . r10 s, a rays, 1s ur -
anccs, 1so11 e, Y· as.sembhcs>iooekitfi'.,.hts· d fi ht • 1 · d II ·b. I · d '· . . ""· · 1: og~ g s, sparrmg mate 1-
es an a . 1uta or cpraved exh•bttions or t · 1 · · I · Tl · t · ti T • ' spor s wit un t 1e city. 

. . ur y-nm 1· °; restr;\111 and punish vagrants, mendicants, 
street bqggars, prostitutes, and to• regulate bl' b I - · · · , I • · or prevent pu 1c at 1-
111g or sw1mm111g wit 1111 the city- limits· and t d · · · h , o prevent an pums 
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open ai1d notorious drunkenness, fighting, assa\!lts, b;itterr: and dis
orderly conduct, and qbscenity in the city, and to. pr~hibit within 
the city the circulation, sale or exh'ibition of libel9us, .-obscene and 
immoral publications, prints, pictures, adver~isemel)t~, 1 a.nd illustra
tions, and any publications, .either of printeg mat~er or, sign pic
tures, effigy, or otherwise, naturally· tending. to. p_rqvoke a \breach 
of the peace or to impair the morals of the community. 

Fortieth. To restrain and, prohibit baw;dy and· disor.derly 
hmtses and houses of ill-fame and assignation withiR the limits of 
the'city. · , • · . . , , 

Forty-first. :Yo r,esfrain and prohibit lottetie&, a.if:d ·to ·su,P,ptess all 
kinds of gambling;· slot machines,, gambling devices, •dice, . hazzard, 
roulette or other games of ·shance, the u~e of black ~oatds, lists 
and tickets for the purpose of gambling, all .pool rooms aiid·betting 
rooms and the selling of pools or books ·011 ltorse races or otber 
contests, real or fictitious; to suppress, prohibit ai1.d restr~i11 all 
mechanisms and devices used for gambljng .or b.etting; to prohibit all . 
fr#J,ulent practices and the use .pf fraudulent devices,. an<lto aut~o~ize 
the destruction of all .instrum.ents used for the purpose of gamblmg 
or other unlawful purposes. . 

Forty-second. To establish a public pou!).d and. restrain. the 
running at large of horses, mides, cattle1 swine, sheep, poultry, 
geese and other animals and. to, authorize the ,distraining and sa1e 
of the same. 

Forty-third. To establish and , regulate market and market 
. houses. ., . ,_ • 

Forty~fourth. To provide for. the inspection of bread m,ade. for 
sale and regulate the making oL..tbe.same1 and prescribe the weight 
and quality of the bread in the !oaf, and provide for the seizure and 
forfeiture of bread baked~contrary th~reto. -. '; , ., • . 

Forty.'.'fifi:h: 'T'o provide for aitd "regulate the inspection by the 
Board of Health of meats, pm1ltry, fisli, · game, butter, flour, cheese, 
lard, eggs, vegetables, meat, milk, fruits, whiskey, and other liquors, 
and provisions, and to ·provide for the taking aud summary de
struction of any provisions that ate .\msotind, .spoiled or unwhole
some, at'1d to regulate and prevent the bringing into the city, having 
or keepiug such unsound,: spoiled or unwholesome provisions, or 
any uns011ncl or . putrid b.eef, pprk, fish, hides, skins or other sub
stances, and to inspect and regt1latc dairies and dairy products and 
to -regulate the sale of milk within the city. 

Forty-sixth. To provide for and regulate the manner of weigh-
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structures now, or hereafter to be, built in the city, to place there
upon such fire escapes and appliances for pro'tection r,&ainst or for 
.extinguishing fires, as it may direct. . · . 

Fifty-first. To preven_t the dangerous construction of chimneys, 
:fir~-places, hearths, stoves, stove-pipes or ovens used in or upon any 
house, building or 1nanufactory; to 1·egulate the carrying on of 
manufactories liable to cause fires; to 1>revent the .dispositioi'1' of 
.ashes or 'accumulatipn of shavings, rubbish or .other combustible 
material in unsafe places, and make provision to guard against fire. 

Fifty-second. To regulate the constructi.on. loca,tion and opera
tion of derricks, windlasses, freight and passe11ger elevators, and 

. ,other mechanical structures and apparatus hazardous to .life and 
property. 

Fifty-third. To declare the emission of soot or dense smoke 
from chimneys, stacks, locomotives, and other places, within the 
limits of the city, a nuisance, and to prohibit the emission 'of such 
soot or smoke in any portion of the city. · • · 

Fifty-fourth. To reg1.1late the construction of chimneys And 
.smoke stacks, and to prohibit the emission of .sparks ;111d -cinders 
from chimneys, smoke stacks, or other sources, and. to declare the 

. -e:1,nission of cinders and sparks a nuisance, and to requir.e the use 
of such practical appliances as may be necessary to prevent· the 
,emission of the same. ' · 

Fifty-fifth: To declare what shall '1;e a nuisance, to abate the 
same, and impose fines upon persons who make, create, continue or 
.suffer nuisances to exist. 

Fifty-sixth. To provide for and compel the teporting and re
.cording of all births and deaths within the city . 

Fifty-seventh. To regulate or prevent .the burial of the dead 
-withi11 the city, and to regulate and determiilc the, manner iii wl1ich 
bodies which have been placed in a vault or tomb or other place for 
the purpose of burial may be removed and· to cause . the removal 
-of bodies interred contrary to law, and t~ vacat~ and discontinue any 
•cemetery and to compel the ·removal of any podies interred'th.erein. 

Fifty-eighth. · To• regulate the locaHon; construction ,and manage
ment df _ stock yards, slaughter houses, packing· houses, renderies, 
tallow chandleries, storing places for Jtide.s; . bone or glue. houses, 
gas works, soap factories, clye houses, and' fanitl!rles, or ,any ot!1er 
noisome or unwholesome business, within the' limits of th~ city, •or 
within a distance of one mile outside the H111{ts thereof. , , 

Fifty-ninth. To regulate the location' construction and us.e of 
1)reweries, distillcrits, carriage houses, stables, livery stables, black-
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:smith ... s!~ops.,an4~ foul!dries, within. the limits of the city. 
. S1xtietfr. To compel the own~ts of every store, cellar1 soap or 

i:allow chandlery, pig sty, privy or other unwholesome or noxious 
house. or. place to deanse,. abate or i:emove the same. 

Sf:ty-first. To regulate the location bf lumber yards and places 
:fo~ p1lmg lumber, wood and other combustible material, and to re
qu.rre any perl)o~1. maintaining any. lui;nber i:n,ill, planing mill, 
:shmgle or lath null or wood yards in the city to remove the same, 
when th~Y. become dan~erous to buildings or other property near 
·the same. · 

_Sixty-second: :o establish ancj: :nforce. r.ules for the use and l'eg• 
ufat1op of al.I bu1ld~ngs used and ma,utaine_d by the city. , 

S1xty-etlurd. To prevent or regufate the playing of games or 
· any other amusement on the streets or sidewalks. 

Si~j:y-fourth. To require and ;eguJate the removal or destruction 
•of swill, ~ffa~, garbage, ashes, street sy.reepings, barnyard litter, 
manure, rubbish: yard cle~nings .and the contents of privy vaults, 
·cessp_ool~ .. a'.1d. s111k,s,.~d!!(,a,Y.Jng ammal ~1atter and dead animals, or 
any other vile or .unhealthy material; and in case·the owner or occu
pant ?f the prenuses where said vii!! pr unhealthy material slmll be 
deposited shall neglect or r'efuse to remove the same 'ti · fi d f b · · 'fi , · w1 1111 ve ays 
a te~ e_mg ~1ot1 ed so. to do by tl~e council, either personally or by 
pubhcation m .an official paper, satd council shall have authority to 
11ave ~he same done and,,ass,e,ss the cost thereof against the property 

Sixty-fifth. To ~stablish. and regulate hospitals 'and pest house; 
and make au. regulat10ns which may be necessary and e~pedient for 
tl\e pre~ervat1on of health anq the.suppression of disease., and to make 
,quarantme laws and enfo. rce them within the city ~.11d t I d · · 1· • d • · • · • , "' o regu ate an 
prevent. t 1e. mtro uct1on of contag·· i«'ms infecti·o·u · ti · d' . . . . . . , s or o 1er 1seases 
into the city, and to regulate, control or prevent tli· 1 d' f ' • · · b d' · • e an mg o per-
sons, aggage, me·rchan 1se or other proi>ert~.' fro 1· • f d • · n m cars or ot 1er 
eonv.eyatJces, 111. ecte with contagious diseas d t · k 
d

. . . . e, an o ma e such 
1spos1tion . of, such persons or property as t·o tl I 
f 1

. . • d . . • • ' preserve 1e 1ealth 
-0 . t 1e. city, an to .prevent mfected cars or otl · . . . . . . . , • 1er conveyances from 
aeo~u~g w1~h111 DI" near the ~uni~~ qf the city. 

S1xty-s1xth. T.o establish atrd regulate ubl' ll . 
1 d 

.. · · • f. , • . • . · . P 1c we s, cisterns 
ty ra~,&-,., r~ervo1rs, ounta\qs. ,~n.~ ~ate~.~iig· troughs. , ' 

S1x.ty-seve11th. To. reg:ul.ate and control·· tit' 1· . d . 
f 

· ·' · . · . e qua 1ty an measure-
met).t o . gas, and .to pres.<;rt.be ;ind enforce reg 1· t· · f · , 
f 

· d I · · u a 10ns or the manu-
acture an reg11 at.e. the measurement of ele· t • ·t d • - • ·. · .c ric1 Y an electrical 

a1n>aratus, or a·ny apparat~s .for. furnishing· 1i I t· I · d . 
. 
·" •. •t · - . g 1 , 1eat an power 111 
~~~ . 

CHARTER OF THE CITY OF STAPLES. 37 

. Sixty-eighth. J~odgin.g h~uses and tenement _houses
snd to prevent the over-crowchng of the ·same, and ·to. req111re the 
s~me to be kept it'l proper sanitary condition. . · 

Sixty-ninth. To· prohibit and punisll cruelty to-animals a1td to 
require.the places where such a11imals are kept .to.,be maintained in 
l1ea1thful condition. · · · • 

. . Seventieth. To regulate the c1rtploy1nent of minors Oil the public 

:streets a11d other public places. 
Seventy-first. To conipel the ow11crs or. oecupan~ of property 

within the city limits, to keep the same dear 'of any brush or o!lter 
material or substance liable. io c01nmunicate fire to adjacent property, 
:and in case the ~wner or \~ccup:irtt of such ·property shall neglect, or 
,ceftise to remove the sanie within ten days after being notified so to
do by the council, ·either personally or by publicatioit 111 the offi~ial 
paper, said council shall· have authority to have the sa1rte- done and 
assess the cost against the :property. 

Se.vet'!ity-secQnd. To'• dir.e.ct · and" re_sulate the pl;mting, preser
vation and trimming of orua~ental trees· a11d· s,hr_ubb~y; over side~ 
walks or within the public gl'ottnds and street!; within the city, and 
to prevent any injury thereto or 111terferct1ce therewith and punish 
any person willfully dam.'aging arty sidewalk, pavement, or appurt~n
ance to the water works, sewerage or efedric Ught system, or to 
any other property in or about the public works of the city, and 
to pun'ish interfeience with or the withholdiitg ot any _property- of 
the city by any officer thereof,· ot any other pasty; and to establish 
boulevards and provide for their maintei1artce. 

Seventy-third. To provide for the revocation of .licenses. · 
Seventy-fourth. To regulate and require licenses to be obtained 

for the pursuit and pr6sectttion cif sirch 'occupations or kinds. of 
lfasiness, not in this chapte_r expressly referred to and p_rovided fo;, 
as, in the opinion of, the council,. may require regu~ation, _and, ln 
general, to adopt all such measures and ·establish all -regulations, in 
cases for which no express provision in this chapter· is made; as the 
council may, from time to time, deem. f!ece~sary for ~he. prom"ot.ion 
of the health, comfort and safety of the i~~abitan~s, th;e preserva
tion of pefl,;e and good order and the suppression of vtce and e.n-
hancement • of the public welfare. . . 

· · Seventy-fifth. To provide for .lighting the 'city, and purchase or 
· construct a telephone system and operate the satne in, said city: 

· Seventy-sixth. TO regulate the construction of bic~cl; path& 
upon ri11y street, alley· or J.>qblic place. · ' 

4 
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ten barrc1s, of fifty gallons each, of petroleum or ,other illflammable 
or explosive oils or substances arc deposited or kept at one time,· 
gambling houses, houses of ill-fnme, · disorderly houses at,td hottses 
or places where intoxkatitig liquors are sold with'out license, within 
the city, are hereby declared and· shall be dee·mea· to· be public or 
common nuisances. 

Intoxicating Liquors: · ••; .. 

Section 70. All the 'general laws of the State of Minnesota per-· 
taining in any manner to i11toxicating liquors, shall, so far· as ap•· 
plicable, be in force in, and apply to, the city of S_tnples. 

Da~aged Buildings, Rtmovals: · 

Section 71. Whenever any owrier or .occupant of any property 
sh~lf'fail to remove any building· 'or stri1cture which h~~ been in-· 
j~t;e,Lby fire, as pr~vicled for in sub-s.ection 49, of settion 67, of this. 
chapter, then• and in that c,ase, tht council may proceed to cause to 
oe remov.ed .. such building ,or structure and. asses:; the expense of 
s~ch removal against the prop_erty from which. Sttch . reniovaf is had. 
~efore eff~c\\!lg such renu;ival, however, the cil,i.~ricfr:•~hall ~ive at' 
!fast five days\ notice to the owner or occupant of ~l\ld pr.em1ses of. 
i~1" h}tentjo11 to so ren;i.ove said. building or 

I 
structur!!; ,and to assess 

th.e cost thereof ttpon said property, whid1 notice may ~~ served upon 
such,,owner. ~r ?cc~pant personally, if found within. sai1 ci~y; if n~t 
occupied and said owner does not reside within the, city, ~~~n smcl 
notice may be served by mailing a .cepy thereof l:o s·aid owner at· 
his last known postoffice- address, ,and s\tcl1 no,tice shall he served 
in the manner provided by law for the service of papers by mail, or 
'Service made on a non-resident by' the publication.,of •. said noti_ce 
in the offrcial paper for. two consecutive· lssues thereof . 

. At said 'meeting ,of the cQuncil; or ,at·any mectJng to ,which said. 
matter may be ·adjourned, the cotincil shaJ[,bear all interested parties. 
and, if determined upo11 to make an assessment against said 
property, such assessment for expense of removal by the council . 
may be for the foll a·riiottnt of the expense of s(tch removal, and, 
before 11rnking the sanie, the council shall reqttire the derk to give 
notice by publi,rntion in the official paper, at least. ~rice a week for 
two succe~sive weeks, or its intention to make such assessment,;upon 
such propert~• :it i meeting of the cotincil to be specified in the no
t!ce, :md ~t .s~id meeti~g qr at ;a!1Y subsequent meeti_ng t? ~which.:s~id 
matter m:ry be: p11t over, the council shall bear all mterested parties 
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apd shall then, or at a· subsequent 'm t _- - -
srssment against sucli r -- • ee rng, pr9ceed. to make an as-
a.nd returned t-0 th - P operty, which assessment s.hall be certified 
li~. C(1iie_:•tecl 1,; thee s~·mOUe!)tY auditor of To.dd County, Minnesota to 

l 
· · · -- · manner as other c'ty · · ' · um l'tillectcd. · , - · - . .. , . . 1 assessments are by 

N'othin{t l!erdn contained I ll b . 
conncil, the niavor or b 'Id' . s ia . e c:onstruecl to prohibit t.he, 

·t· · • • m mg mspector to ord - •t · • no _1ce, :rnv. buil<ling t . ' / . er orn down· withom 
d · · ~ . o.r s ructure w1thm · d · . -
- a!1t~r.011_s tu, Jl.!$.h•·~hy. · • ,s;u city which may b,:, 

·Control -of Streets: 

• Section .7,2, The coun~il shallc•h '. . . . ., 
contr.o, of .all ·public higl~wiys b . d ave the ~ar~, superv1~1on .and 
squares and grounds sewers a1:d ;\rs!;' stre~ts, lanes, aJleys, public. 
shall have the care' sup -. , . u ic improvem_ents, and, generally 

. • •: . . . . , - erv1s1on and con tr I f - . . , - . , 
"{.tthm the hm1ts of the city exc . - ·· 

0 0 
all public property

char~er. ' ept as ot~erwise provided in this, 

• • It ghal1 h;r-,-e authori;y to ope,n t _ . · . • . · 
tA1.1.se_ a)! streets which m· ay h - __ b:S ree~s. when J1e_cessary, and sha!L 

· • . . ave een - d · 
of. the. ,city, or with its consent t b k opene - ullder the authority 
free f/01:1,_ qbstruction and nuis:nc:. 1:'h ept, open .and in r-epair, andr 
all -l_mb1hty ~or. damage caused to. ei~~~ty shall be exempt from, 
r.ea_son of t_ he existence or o·· p·e,:at· - 'f _person -or property by, 

d 
. • 101} o any - ,1. - . 

u~ er,, over or upon any pub·r,·c -h' h . ra1 road along across · bl' · - · . -_ tg way, brid I ' • ,: 
PU, ic way, within the limits of the dty:' . ge, a11e, alley or o'ther· 

Vacation of Streets: ~ 

-Se.ction 73. The eo~cil -sh II I . . ·, di - t' · ~-. a mve,ev-.. Jusi • - scon u~ue_ puhltc,,g:ro,unds, ·streets,""alle s . .,., .: _ve power to vacate or 
,.,,,.,. ways, wi~hu! -th-e .;ity, and also all c: ,Ji}g!iways, other than park 

whet~Cf' .a'etttally,..tr.lv~red .or used at tri1~: to~.11 .and state roads, 
va9_1hqn or not. - No such vacatfoi1 ~;t~~o.f. such petition for 
~r.i.17-.ted or ordered by the .council . or discontinuance shall be 
Jo.nty of ~W.ll!!rs of property on th'e ~:-;pt l!POll a petition of the ma
?Uey 0 _r Jugh".l'ay within such city, pro · of such public ground, street, 
Hl .a dJs~a,nge pf three hundred feet ioscd to. be vacated, and with
o~ such portion so. proposed to be vacat:ach direction from the end. 
wise a proper party, may join in and v d, .and a corporation, other
offic_e~, a~~ h,e counted ;ts a resident for erify such petition, by any 

· E.ac~, P.etlt'.~n provid~q, for in .this · se~t;' · t!t~ _purpos~ of this section 
:eaio,ns for su~h' vacation, accomp~1;i~dJ~n,,slJaU ,s~ate the facts and 
It s all. be verified by one of th t' . y a p1at of the grou .d, d e pc ittoncrs, Th . n , an 

e counc1I, when the-
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petition is presented, shall, if it deems it expedient that the matter 
shaU·be proceeded with, ther.eupon order the petition to be filed' with 
the clerk, who shall give notice by· publicatiot1 iii the- official--paper 
for two successive weeks, at least Oil~C a week, -t'o the effect tbat such 
petition. has been filed, as aforesaid, mtd the ,same shall be heatd and 
considered 'by- the" council on a day and at· a place therein'--spccified, 
not less than ten dars from the cxP,iratiorr of _sucJ1 pubHcqtion, The 
council shall, at the time and pl11ce appoi)ited, investigatq. aild' co11-
sider said matter, and shall hear.Jp.e. testirnblly and Jvide~lce 0!1 the 
part of the parties interested. The council, after hearing the s~trtc, . 'J. t. 

may, by resolution p,nssecl by a three-fourths vote of nil the membe.rs 
thereof, declare such street, alley, highway or road vacated, whtc\1 
resolution, if approved by tire 'mayor-, or passe&·ovcr his veto, shall 
go into effect the same as•other rcsnhttions,. after a t,anscript there• 
of, and of said plat chtly certified 1_:iy the tlhk, has been filed ·for rec• ., '• 
ord, and clu)y reco1·decl in tht.> office of the register of deeds of said 
Todd county. •. · 

The council may by resolution in any case, provide that no such 
vacation shall be· valid mitil the value or t11i! premtse-s so v/:lc:lted 
shall be depo•sitcd in the treasury, which value sh.ill be fi:i.ed by, res
olution by three-fourths vote of nll the members thereof, :u1d shall 
it~ no case be less than a proportionate value of t!1e itbi1tting propetty. 

Provi!k~ that vacations and tli;:co11tifo1ances -of any county,• state 
or town-rroad;<•m~~e.' gra~t

0

ed ·upon: the p"etition of a majority of''the 
owners, of such property- fo which the san11! or the portions •'there• 
of sought to be vacated, passes, wh'Cn such owti~r shall h;.i.ve platted 
the same, ancl shall have provided, in liett of such"roads, •sufficient. 
streets, in the opinion of the council, and the :acceptance of such plat 
and the resolution of vacation, ;;hall, when .rccorUe1:I, be conclusive 
evidence thereof. · 

,, 

New O~ccs not to be Created: 

Section 74, The council shall have no. power ·or authority to 
create any new or salaried ofilce not provided for by this ctiarter, bµt 
nothing herein contained shall preyent the city' and its offlj::ers from 
e111ploying such servant~ and agents from day to day'.and fri>pt • 
month to month as slwll be a~tthorized by the cottncil by resoiutiot'i.' 

.,.,. .f • " 

Relief, " 
Section 75, The cou11eil ·shall 11ot have the power. or author,\tY 1 

to reliev~ any citizen from the payment of atiy 1:rwt,u1 ta~, ~~ses
5
m~nt, 

tine or license, or to exempt. h_im from any burden 1mp,s_ed. upon 
' 
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bin! by law or o~dinancc, or to ordain the, payment of · any dem_and 
not .aufl~~~f~</;c!!t'l)Gi>t$ct,:c'iic~dtng>·to•law,•~ except by. a- twt>?th1rds 
vote thexeof. · . . . . 

_ Comp~g..fn~ses: . 
SectiQn 76. The council shall not have the Jlowcr or authority, 

except by resolution by vote of two-thirds of all the members of 
such counc)!, to authori1.e any compromise of any disputed demand 
or any portion _thereof, 

Damages for Injuries: 
'. 

Section 77. The council shall not have the power to authorize the 
payment of any damage claimed for alleged injuries to persolls or 
property, except by resolution adopted by a vote of three-fourths 
thereof. 

Appeals to District Court: 

Section 78. Whcnevei• any claim, ~~cepting the claim of an em
ployee or officer of the city, for wages or salary, is allowed and or
·dered to be paid in whole or in part by the cotmcil, no warrant for 
the.•,•snme~ sbal~• be,~~ign~':?!!~~~)Cv,i~a-Y,o;;, u~Hll ten. days . after. such 
allowance, -all'di'the"attorney of the city may; and 1£ the amount so 
-ord~red,, to

0 

be. paid~ exceeds twenty-five dollars· -and s"e_v,en tax .payers 
of tne city; · file with l1irn a request' iii writing ti) av peal · therefrom, 
he shall, 011 behalf of and in the name of the city, appeal from the de-· 
dsion of the council to the rlistrict court of said Todd county, at a1iy 
time withi11 said ten days, and such appear shall he perfected· i11 the 
same manner, ·and like proceedings shall be had, as in cases of 
allowance by the board of county commissiouers - of claims, 
.against the county and appeals therefrom, as provided by the genc1:. · 
:tl laws ,of this state. Thereafter no· warrant shall be issued in pay
ment of any part of such claim lll\til a certified Copy of th·e judgment 
of the court shall be filed in the office of the city eletk. ., . 

In ca~e of ap1>e.al being taken, _the .. clerk shall forthwith, without · 
-charge, make a return thereof to said· distdct court, which retut11 
shall include a certified copy of the claim ,fnd a transcrii>t· from the 
records in the office of the cler~ of 'the actio11 of the council and 
mayor thet:~IJ'.l· I•J all such appeal c~scs, the J>roceedings ,;Jiall l)c 
put. on the··tn~L• c;ihm:d:ir,,, n~_png~t!ic_, issue~ of .• fact, £or. tda1 nt the 
next gen§ral : te~,n.,. of. the district co_ui-t of said' Todd. c~untJ;, "held 

,~fter eight d~ys · from ,the dat~ of the, appeal, and on,· or ~fore: the 
second day of ,such term, pleadmgs shall be made itp \1119,cr the"''direc-
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. 'n civH actions, and ther~UPOfl al~ proceeding~, 
tion of the cou~t, asl l . ; in district court. . . 
shall be had as m ot ier case . , 

CHAPTER V .. 

Finandal Department. " 

Fiscal Yei:.t. · I nd 
the city shall begh~·on t1.e seco . Section 79. The fiscal year of 

Tuesday in April, of each year., 

Debt not to be increased: . ..• . . . d 1101-' 

. 1 't shall not be increase . . 
Section So. The debt of t 1e c1 Y . nt be issued except as 

• . b d £ the city or warra. t ck 
£hall any new on ° . i•,its·-orf.l<lit,,b_ecopie,a. s O · ~ 
herein providetl,' nor shall the city dlom t'on •oany person, comp11ny 

t "bution or ona 1 ... •. holder or make any con ri. . • , .. 

or corporation whatever. 

Provision to pay indebtedness: . . . . ~, . . ide by' 
. · · b authorized .to _Pr~v · Section 81. The council is her_e Y t and 'for a •s1nkmg fund 

taxation for the promp~ payment od Jn~e;:: 'city, wliether heret~f_?re 
for the purpose of paymg the bon s ·~.. . . 
or hereafter issued. 

Warrants: . to the city· 
. erty belongmg h Secti011 82. All money and other prop sh;II be ·under -t e 

. . d d i this charter, ' I b . aid except as otherwise prov, e n , nd moneys shal e P * 

management and control· of the counc1l, a nte£signed by ·the cler~, 
out upon the warrant of the mayor, cou lution of the co_uncil, 
after having been duly authorized by :e;: of the whole pttmber 
passed by an affirmative vote of two-tlur ular officers and em
thereof, provided, that the salaries of ~11. re!s • ~ay be pai~ UJ.?On 
ployes of the city, except street comm1ss10.n rit~ vote, but. this P,l'O• 
motion of the councihdu]y pas~ed ~:r; a 1?': es .~f offi'cers .and em-

. shall not be construed to ,mclude th-e w g• Joyed The rcsoltt-
viso ·1 emp · . • · • 
ployes of the cityt spec~lly or te;111pprar1 Y, all ~tate the fund ~.P?n 
tion providing for the ·i'S5tte of~ a warrant sh - warrai1t shall des_,g• 
which such warrant shall be draw~, a~\:v~:Sued,. and the ?PCCl~C 
nate the svecific. purpose for \\'.hlch 1t able out of' 11O.n~ other, 
fund ttP.On which it is 4r<;!,wn. an~ sha11 bc•pay . . 
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Each warrant shall be payable to. the .order of the person in whose: 
favdr it is drawn. No wa.rrant on' any specific fund shall be, 
drawn or issued until there :i~ . money . sufficient in the, 
treasury to the credit of such fund ;Q pay the ,same, together with all• 
other w:trrants. issued since the adoption of this charter, that may· 
be then outstanding against such fund, and the cottncil is he~eby 
Jlrohibited front authorizing the is.sue or ordering paid any such. 
warrallt, until there is sufficient money, as aforesaid, in the treasury,. 
applicahle .thereto, to meet such warrant,. together with all other 
warrants which· may be outstanding against such fund; provided, that· 
the city council may issue time warratits when the fund 011 which 
the warrant is drawn, is. exhausted; but ·ttlfl, amou11t of time warrants.. 
outstanding against any one fui~d shall a.; no. time, exceed the sum 
of $2,000, nor shall the aggregate warrants out?tanding against all' 
funds ~t any time, exceed the sum,of_$5,ooo; and said warrants shall' 
bear interest af•not ·to ·exc¢e.d iheJelrnl '~ate. . 

It shall be m;iawful f<1r the council to transfer any money from one• 
fund to another fund, or to borrow llJoney from one fund for· 
the benefit ~of any. other fund, and, any such transfer of funds is. 

. hereby forbtdden 'and prohibited. No q~cer: or' official body of the 
city shall have any power to co?tract or create any ii:idebtedness: 
against the ,city except in accorda!li:e _witlt the prClvisions of this, 

, charter, or to create any liability against _the· city by the issuance· 
of at1y warrant issued contrary to the provisions of this section, 
and any warr,ant issued co1Jtra;y ther~to shall be wholly void as to, 
the city, but ,the same shall constitute. a p.ei:s.onal claim :tgafost the 
u,~1cer· .or officers issuing the same, ai)d any member .of the council 
voting to authorize the issuance of the same or attempting to create• 
5Uch indebtedness shall be personally liable therefor. Neither s~id' 
council 110r any officer or officers .of said city, shall, withotit special 
authorit;v. of law, have authori!Y to issit;e any bonds or create any 
debt, or any liability against said city5 in excess of the amount of 
revenue actually levied and applica.ble to the payment of such lia-
bility.. . 

-Board· of Tax Levy: 

· Secti?n ~3-~ Tt1e,.may?,r and council shall constitut_e ,1 · bo~rd of 
tax levy. Said board shall meet 011- the second Monday in September, 
·each year, to consider, determine an~ fix: the ;ate of taxation for the 
various purpos~s for which. the coitncil is :authorized to ltwy. taxe/}
for ·such year. It sha~l be the 1ltttY_ of su~h ,hoard to req_uce the 
maximum rate of taxation for such Pttrposes to the t(()•'>wes1t practical 

I 
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. . . f current expenses shall,· in any .one year, 
hnnt, but no taxes or t f the assessed valuation. of ·the 
amount to more ~han one per c~1 o the assessed valuation thereof 
property of the city as apv,ears ro:a adjourn from time. to time, 
for the preceding year. Said board l / 't work not later than th<; 
as may be necessary, bi1t shall comp e e I s . 
thirtieth day of September, in each year. 

Funds: 
. . d · th·e treasury-the fol-:-

Section 84. There shall be 111a.111tame m_ • vement fond. ·a 
A • k' f nd a permanent 1mpro · · · · 

lowing fun~s: sm mg u '. . f d an interest fui1d, a. water 
permauent improvement revolving UJl ' . k. fuild and such other 
and lig"ht fond, a current expense fond, a par d' ' . direct . . . 

·1 b resolution or or mauce, · funds as the counc1 may,. Y . . h · ... pose of accumulating 
I The $inking fond is created for t e ptt~ . . f the· city 

mone.y to pay the principal of the .. bonded 1ndel>t~ld~~s!u' othntized t~ 
. f I· •fu d the coimc1 ~ .. -"' " • ' and for the maintenance o t ns . n. ·n . n the·:dollar .of the 

levy an annual tax: of not to exceed two im. s .;h: city as ·appear~ 
~ssessed valuation of all tax:ab_ le property in. . e ,t'ng· .yuar :''Flie 
" · .. . h · f. 1- the preeevt ~ · ,1 from the assessed valuat10n t ereo or . . • · , priated to- the' 
treasurer is hereby forbidden tci place any mon(:Y appro • . 

sinking fund, to any either. ~un~. . . . . . f tnd all taxes cot~ . 
There shall also be paid into tTle smkmg · I . d to pay such · 

. . f th amount ·require • . lected to pay mterest m excess o . · e • • . · .• 

intere~t. . · ·. h sinking· fund to P..~ 
There slrn\1 be a separate branch oft_ ckfo fund which shatr 

known as. the water and _light bra~~h of the 5111the\ty 'hall_:bJ?,e,i:-a.~.~ 
be established. by l:he city council_ w11enever m· there shiill 'b~ '.P,:tt~ 
its own water and light plant or either 0!. tl~e i~nd ·the l)l'opor,tio~ 
into said water and light branch of t?e smkmg or ~either pf them, · 
of tfie earnings of said water_ and hght ~Ian!~ 

011 
acCOllll,t of, thl) '. 

set _apart for_ the payment of the bonds ISSU. :1. ·of thein. as ·her_ e_ -
1' 1 I t r e1t,,er , . ' . construction of said water and lg 1t p an O . k · t ,of the moneys . 

inafter provided. A separat~ account shall b~ ;;ntdng fund, ;a·n<l 
paid int.o., the water .. and, bg:ht b,~~nch 0 ~ t \ e ;tban,;the :pa)'
said money shall not be used for any ,ot~er .Jl} Ji'OS sniiJi'be )tan'dled 
ment ~f said water and light bonds, ?ut said monley p,rti:r as the re's~ 
by the sinking fond coromis§.i.on_.ets 3!1, the same 1l!~ 1111. 

of the money in the sinking fund. 

Sinking Fund Commissioners. · - · . . . d' .• f , 
. ,·. . , sHtute a ooar o 

The mayor, treasurer and attorney sh~lt -c.qP, by resolution, _dt}, 
sinking fond commissioners, and the c,~Hm:1f W.aY, 
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fine such duties for such boar<l as are not herein provided. Said' 
commissioners shall have · charge of the· sinking fund and shall, by 
and with the consent of the councfl,' invest the same in bonds or 
other. obligations 0£ the city, issued purst1ant to this charter, or i11, 
such. other bond;, as are permitted by lay,; for the investment of the 
public school fonds of the State of Minnesota, or in any county or 
school bonds of this state. In case of investment in bonds or other 
obligations of the city, the same shall not be ca11celled, but shall be 
held in th.e sinking fund, and the interest thereon shall be paid over· 

' and applied to si1ch siiiking fund. Whenever any bonds of the city 
1;,hall become due, the said' commissioners shall, by and with the con
sent of the council, dispose of such bonds then in said funds, as, 
with the money on hand belonging to the same, shall be necessary to, 
pay such maturing bonds. And said commissioners, by and with• 
the consent of tli.e council, may dispose of any of the bonds in said 
fund, .:t such other time as said com1nissio11ers and cotmcil may· 
deem for tlie best interest of the said fund .. 

· Said corii111issiot1ers shall make a detailed report to the council, 
at the first incl!ting in Jttly in each yea,, and at such other times as 
the council may require, and said report shall show the condition of 
said sinking ft111d; the nature and value .of each of the securities there~ 
unto belonging, with the foll description of· said securities. 

Any tax payers of the :city or any of the owners of the bonds 
of this city, shiill have the right to maintain in· a court of com
petent jurisdiction, any proper action or proceeding to enforce, upon 
the part of the council or s.ilid commissioners, compliance with the 
provisions of t~is section. Whenever, at the matt1rity of. any bonds 
of the city, said sinking fund sha11 Mt have moi1ey in it sufficient to, 
pay the bonds. so maturing, an{! whenever the council· shall deem it 
:1dv-is;1ble antl for the best interest of the city, to take up any out~ 
-standing bonds not due, the c011rici1 may issue other bonds of the' 
city ,to run ·110t exceeding twenty years, qn such terms as to· place 
and times. of pnyment and rate cf interest, as may be deemed ;id, . 
visable, and hi S'ltch amotint as may be llecessary to nieet such de
fidency, ~.n? to .take up ~~-=-eftmd sttch bonds if not due, provided, 
that refundmg l:ion<ls sha11 m'tlo case, d'raw a higher rate of interest 
thn'n 'the bonds taken .up.· · · · '• · . . 

:z .• The permanent fo1prowement .f~nd is• created for the purpose 
, of pay111g,the cost of all r~a1 property and a!J:rights therein, and all' 

improvements thereon winch the cit:!'. may have or acquire for its 
various purposes, payment for which is not otherwise provided for 
<ottt ,of othe:r fo~ds, and also for the purpose of paying such portions, 

l 

L 
' 

z".c;;:; ....... :~, 
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1 . vements as .$l~alr cievolv~ upon th9 city. 
of the expense of loca • ~n~r: ti is fond all riio1i~ys re,ceiyed fro.m 

Th.ere slu1ll be pa1 . in ? l nents or• pro·pcrty tof:;.the. city, 
the sjlc of any permanent. improvf1 e dis ~sed;ofundettlli~ charter, 
the proceeds wher~of. are nc;>t .. othen"._f:0~1 ··fim~ to tit~e, :.b.e "realized 
and also, such amount~ as may, c u11t of this. ft111d, and the ;prin• 
from the sale of honds tssued on ac Q f . . ·. ater niains ancl sewers, 
cipal sum of all exce~s 0 ~ nss~ssment: 1 ~:l i:)(. ,;hich shall be levied 
lt shall be forth et mamt11111ed y nn a it~• -1 . . h n neces~nry. 

·1 t of t11c ·utmrnl tax . ev.y, w. c . . b...- the cot111c1 as a par · ' · . 
1 

• · fund is created for 
- 3. The permanent improvement reyo vfmg ·tl at ·11ortion of local 

. 'cl' • for pny111g .· or 1 . . . . . 
the pi:rpose of prov1 mg mone~ • . . f ti • iharter for which• as~ 
improvements, under the 9rOV1SlO!lS. o i~s $ 1pported by taxation. 
sessments may be levied. It shall not ~- · ,1 d from: all assess-

, . t l1 oneys receive . · · · 
There shall 1.-c !,)a1d mto t a m , 1 • ;en1c·nts ttt1d also .such 

. 1 • 1 't £ r }(lea m1pro,. • • . ments levied un~ler t 11s c mi er O . ' . fo .of bonds or certificates 
mnounts : ., may be realized from the sa . 

authorized therefor in this _chart~r. . . ~ rovit1iug mm1~•5: for -the 
4. The inter.est fot1d JS cre<1ted f? p. l ... ·t··~1·c-al .-"e-ar; t1pon 

• . I . durt11g. t 1e 11ex "P ' ,. 
"avmcnt ot mterest to become. < ue . 

1 
b •1 t~'itv•d by· an an· 

., J l ·t It shal e mat 1 " "' . . the outstanding bonds of t 1e ci Y• ' · .. bl p•onerty of the 
, ·1 on all ta:xa e , .., . . • 

1m:.il tax levy, made by .tt1e c~unci , 11P ••. tto iay such inter,ei,t. · · 
city, of such ,:n amount as Will be. suffic1~·ncl.;; : l i -o' i'd~' for the $'\lP .. -

d I. I t f d •teate to pr Y . . • ;. The water an 1g 1 tm . is c ., · c : .~ r·•ted by tli.e city 
, . l t" . t ed,·or ol'e " . . . 

Port !!.nd mamtenance of any• P an °"". 1 . -,.: ·ter or light, and of 
• 1 • 1· • ·t 1'nl1ab1tants wa · • • · for forn1s 1111g, to t 1e city or 1 s • . . ' te·ns,·on · ope:rahon; 

I tructton ex ' · · p:..ying the cost of the pure u.1se, cons .• · . · c1' ,
1
. t ·t plant; and th~ 

. f l . t ater an . ig 1 maintenance aml repair o t 1e c1 ~ w, . ations issue!;!. 00 accpunt 
i11t1!rc~t on :.ill bonds alltl outstandmg obhg, _ . 

{If said water ancl light pla1,t. . t;011 b~t .there shall 
. 1 b • t' , d by L1:xa I ' - . . Tl11s fund shal not c ma111 ,une . 

1 
... · f:atiy'ptoperty ac-

bc paid into it all moneys derived from the: 5!\ e .o a d iight plant of 
qmrecl for or used in co1111ecticm with tht ratse:ess%ents · 1evied. on . 
the clty; also the proceeds of all spec a a . d Hgbt plant; als? 
account of or in connec;;;ion with such w:1.tei: 1111

1
. d. from the sa.le 

• . . · • be rea 1ze · ,,.. . · 
such amounts as may, from tune to tnne, · . cl ·also all moneys rc-
(,f bonds issued on account of said plant;; ,a1

1
1 d.' ig. water, and light 

• f • l lat t me u n ... t·eived :rom the operatt011 o sa1c, P 1 ., · · · · · • 

1·atcs, rentals and penalties. · . e"y l;;I t,his. ;{uµ,d., b<:~ 
I t. of mon · · " ' b Should. thel'e be any n.ccumn ~ ·1011 · • , tesohitioll pn~,sed . Y a. 

_yond the needs thereof, the co1111c1l lllay, ,.b_Y. y part there,9£.> to 
. 1 t' or n11 , ' • . two-thirds· vote, direct such accumu a im1, .; : • · · 

he pnid and transferred to the sinking fu!ld: 
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6. The current expense fund is created to provide moneys for 
the payment of all other legal obligations of the city, It shall be 
maintail{~~ .by tax- levy,• a11d.•tlrere:shalh,bei, paid,.·iuto it all moneys 
bel~11ging to the city not specifically designated as belonging to any 
other fund, but no larger an1ount shall be levied therefor in any one 
year than one per cen"t of the assessed vafuation of the taxable pro
perty of the city, as a1>pears from the record of the assessment of 
said city for the previous year. · · 

7; . The park fund is created to. provide for. the acquisition, sup
port and 111ah1tenance of any paik. p4rks or parkways which may 
be acquired by the city. This fund shall be supported by taxation, 
.and the coU11cil is hereby authorized to make an annual t:tx levy, 
therefor, when deemed necessary_ of not to exceed one mill on the 
dollar of ·the assessed valuation of the taxable property of the city, 
as appears from the record of the assessment of said city for the 
previous year. Until a levy is made' for tl1e park fund, the council 
is hereby authorized to - transfer from the current expense fund to 
the p,1rk fund· not to exceed one hundred dollars {$100.00) per year. 
The several funds: - -

Section 85. The income and revenue of the city paid into the 
· treasury shall; at once, by the treasurer, under the direction of the 
derk, be apportioned to and kept in the separate fttnds established 
by tlis chatt'er"a'nd"'by,,the 1cotmcil;,,iu1tl it shall he. unlawful to trans
fer mo11eys from one fund to a.J1otl1cr,. <;r divert money from the 
fund to which it belongs, except that. when th~e shall be a sur
plus 0£ cash to t!1c credit of any sud1 fund; the council may, by res
ohitiot\ passed by a three-fourths vote of all its members, authorize 
said surplus cash to be placed in tile sinli:ing fund or interest fund· 
provided, that money shall never b~ ~ransferred ;o any other fund: 
from either the sinking fund or the special. sinking fund until the 
several · purposes for whicli said fimds have been estahiished and 
1nai11tained, 'shall have been fully, accol,nplished. 

No debt created without authority of the council: 

Sectitin 86. None .of the dep~rtmeuts · respectively of the city 
or ariy officer of such department shall h:ive power or authority to 
make' atty contract or. _to . create apy debt against the city before the 
cou11cil shall have authorized tl~e same by a two-thirds vote of the 
it1C;111bers thereof; and no committee of the council or officer thereof 
.shall allow or approve any claim in (ayor of any person, firm or cor
poration, ' for any purpo~e whatever attempted to be created its 
;afort1said, unless the· crentinf of suc:;h claims or the incurring of such 

, ., 
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. d bt dt ss shall have been previously authorized by a two-thirds 
Ill e ~ t~:e council. Every requisition from any officer!. department 
vote o to p•trchase supplies or create any mdcbtedness or comm1ss1011 • . . 
against the city-, shall be itenuzed. 

Money now in the Treasury: . . , 

Section &7. Within thirty days aftet' th~ :e1ectio~ under this 
charter it shall be the duty of tire council, witti t!i!! as,s1s.~ance M the 
clerk a:1d treasurer, to apportion the moucy th~1 t,n the city treasury~ 
a111011g the several funds hereiii' provided for. 

Power to Borrow Money or Incur Debt: 

l l·ssue,' bou_ds by reso!u-Section 88. The City of Stap cs may 
. .. ' . 

tion as follows: . , - :maintainin~ ~no 
I. For the purpose of acquiring, constrl!ctm_g,l ·.· l 1 · at_i;~ o_ r 

• . bl. t orks or· Ilg itinjl', ie ., larging or improvu1g smta e wa erw · · . ·t· . , nnd pquip-
. f -1 . for the acqu1s1 ton ..., · " . 

1>ower plants. or either O t. 1e1n, or' . n;,,e~ ll! any'-'otl1i:J .@~;-. 
meut, by purchase or otherwise, of tdepho;1e .b .. - d-. , .. d or for the 

. h' I • or may. e er1ve ' . . lie convenience from w 1c 1 revenue 1s . • , · ·h • p. •onert'J 
. • • f . real estate or ot1 e, • l' . · , purpose of acqumng or paymg or any . d such _bond~ 

needed in connection with such· plants or ,sy5te~,_,an ·n' conli~ctiol,i 
shall be a first lien upon the particttlar plant or.Pants I d structures 

• • . d d. i the appliances an . , with wh1cl1 satne were issue , a11 . upoi, • '. . . t' 'ii therewith, 
thereof and all property acquired for u$e in connec 10 · , 

owned and 1mrchased by the city. .. ·. , rovement re-
2. For the 1mrpose of providitlg a perip.aiient im! p.fote;I local 
. . I 'd for any con,~111 . volvmg fund, 111 on er to prov1 e money · . benefited Jhe1;~by, 

improvement, to be assessed ttpon. t11e ptoper:i . uhffc· buildings .. 
3. For the purchase or crectmn of need ~ to ,sidewalks, 
4. For the construction of sewers, subways1 S ree ,, • , 

pavements, culverts and parks and' parkways: . , t . miles of the 
5, For constructing bridges and roads within wo, · . . 

corporate limits thereof. . ·' I fully rendered 
6. For the purpose of paying any. judgments ~w indebtedness 

against it, and for the purpose of refunding the ffoat'.ng t·h.i's clia. rter 
, . . . , ti e tune . · · · 

or bonded mdebtedness of the city ex1st111g at .1 . bonded in-
takes ·effect, ot for paying, fu11di11g or refu11d111~ ·:n: at any time 
clcbtedness of the city, or the interest th!!rCOtl ctea e • . 
• · · , 1 • • barter, ' · 
lit any manner under the authority of t us ~ '· d • l ereby the,ag-

~ o bonds of. the City of Staples ~hall ~e issue aJ:\
0 

c,tcced ten 
gr\'gatc bonded mde'btedness of the city will be 111 _. · 
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per cent of the l~~t assessed valuation of the ;r;1;~~ty' taxable the~e
"rn; but certificates of iti'debtedness or bo11ds issued before the adop
tion-of. this chn-rter· shaJLnot,.betcottirted as ·w part of such·.tggregate ·-~ . ' . . .. ,.. -bonded indebtedness if issued~ (r) either for the purchase,. c.0~1s~ruc-
tion or maintcna·nce of w~ter attd lighting plants, or either, owned 
and op!!ra!ed. by. the Vi\la~o½.q1aples, or the acquisiti?n of pr..,~erty 
needed in connection therewith; or (2) for the creation or mainte
nance of a permanent improveinent revolving fund; .but the City of 
Staples may issue -certificates of indebtedness or bon<ls upon, reso
lution of the city council, approved by the mayor, w,ithout securing 
the approval of ·the voters, as hereinafter provided for, if such issue 
'be for the creation or maintenance of a permanent improvement re
-;,olving fund, the purpose of anticipating the collection of g·encral 
:taxes for the year in which issued, or for the purpose of extruding, 
enlarging or improving water and lighting plants, or either, owned 
-and operated by the city, ,lr of acquiring property needed in com1ec·· 
-tion therewith, or for the purpose of fundini.; :floating- indebtrdness 
Incurred or for the purpose of refunding bonds issued. by the Village 
.of Staples before the adoption of this charter, or for the purpo:,c of 
•refunding any b.on?S or certificates of indebtedness issued by the 
,City of Staples, provided, 'thai::"110 suclt bohds shall be issued, which:, 
•with the bonds akeady issued by the city, would make the 
,entire bondeth:i'ncieb~ed11ess· •of· 'the dty•extee'<l 25 per cent of the 
·1ast assessed valuation of the property. taxable therein, vVhen~ 
,ever the council -slrnlL r>ass any resolution to issue bonds· pursuant 
1:o the provisions of this sei:.tion, except in the cases above mentioned, 
•where tl1e approval of the voters is not required tn be obtained, 
;;ftch resolution shall provide fo1• the submission tn the legal voters 
of the city at some general election, or at some special electiou, to 
be called by tlie cou11cil for th;it purpose, of the proposition for is
suing such bonds, to an amount deemed by said c:mncil to he advis
able. Any such election whether special or g~neral, shall be con-' 
ducted in the name ma1111<,:r and with the same formality as ~pecial 

11
11d gener~l rlcctlons are. res1.>ectively conducted t\hder the provi

sion;; of the general law" of this r.tate. 
· The ballot to be voted '.'.t such elcctio11'_ shall haYe p1·intcd upoii 
lt this question, "ShaJJ·boncts he issued to the amount of .. , .. , ..... . 
dollars, for t~1e purpo:;.e o~ • •: • •,, •,,. ?'' a!1d fqUowing, a11d ,t~ .th~_ right 
of said question, shall be prtritcd two v~ords, "Yes,'' and "Not a·rrd the 
·voter shall indicate his <ihoice by an X markeq to the right 'of the 
said· -"Yes" or "No" ·in,.a· column prepared for· that purpose 011 th c 
t,rtllot, according as he Js in favor of or opposed to the issuance of 

,. 
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said bonds, and no ballot shall be counted which does not have an• 
'X marked in one, and only one, of·said ·spaces.' No such bonds shall· 
be issued imtil such resolution has been approved by a majority of 
the legal voters voting at such election. - -

Bonds, certificates and other evidence of indebtedness a11d ob
ligations 6£ the city arlthorized by this section shall, in 110 event, 
'bear .a greater rate of intereist than six per cent per annitmi and· if 
they run for more than five years, shall not bear a .greater rate 
of 1nterest than five per cent pet annum, and s11all, in no ev.ent, 
be 'Sold for less than the par value thereof, and· sha11 be sold in 
:accordance with the provisfons of the first paragraph of Section r, 
:anil Section 2, of Chapter 355 of tl1e general laws of the State of '.Mirt11, 
ie!ota for the year 1897, and acts amendatory thereto. Except ;is· pro
-v1ded for in this charter, no warrants, bonds or other .evidence of in- .. 
debtedness shall be issued by the city or any-one in its behalf, , · 

. The City shall have authority to protect itself by acquiring; 
'title to ~my property s1.1bject to special assessmentJor local hn~. 
provements, and shall· have authority by. ordi.nance to seli1 assigll\ 
-~nd convey a11y property so acquired, and shnit J1ave tire· power inr 
like manner, to sell, assign and convey any lien or right of actiont 
held by the city on account. of or atislng out of any' such assess
~ents, as security for the ·I>ayment of' any bonds, certificates of 
mdebtedrtess or other evidence of indebtedn¢Ss . mentioned in this-, 
section, or. to provi<le that such bonds, certificates or any other' evi-. . 
dencr of mdebtedness mentioned herein, may .be collected out -9f; · 
any such property, liens or rights of action,. · ,. 

Penalties: 

. Section 89. Any wilful neglect or refusal <on the part or the 
treasurer or clerk to perform the duties required, i,n this chapter ot by, 
the charter of tl1e city or any vote or act of the ·mayor or_ any 
~ember of the council, or of said officers or other officers of the 
Cl:Y, made or done with the wilfui intent fo evade the _provisjons' or 
t?is chapter or this charter,or to divert .the funds raise<\ by ta;x:a
t;on or pledged by ordinance to any specified p'urpose, is' hereby de
e ared to be malfeasance in office, and upon convictiolJ, thereof, such 
offi~er shall be removed from office aitd ·shallfo' addition ·thereto, he 
pu,mshed by a fine not exceeding one hundrect '\lollars, 'or -by im
prisonment in the Todd county jail not exeeediri{ one year; . ..ind any 
oc~urrenc: of any neglect, refusal, vote :or· act/ as aforesaid; ;luill be 
prima facie evidence 'that the same was'·done with such wil(ul intent. 



52 CHARTER OF THE CITY OF STAPLES. 

Poll Tax: 
Section 90. Evc.-y male inhabitant of· the city between the ages 

. of. twenty-one and fifty years; whe11 not exempt. by law, shall an
nually pay a poll tax of not less than one day, nor more than three 
-0ay's work upon the streets, highways or public improvl!ments of 
the city, with_in the i;ard in which he is a resident, and such number 
of days shaH be fixe·d and levied by the council by resolution, at its 
regular meeting }n March, in each yel.\r. 

All :persons liable to pay such po11 tax may, in liett of work, 
pay to the treasurer in cash one dollar and fifty cents for each day 
so fixed by the cou;cil. . The clerk shall, not later than tlie first d4y 
in May, ,each year, prepare a foll and c0111plete list in triplicate, of 
all residents of the city who are liable to pay 'poll tax, said list shall 
be compiled from the last voters' list used at ai1y municipal or gen
eral election, as the case may be, held jn, the city, . .i.nd it. shall l>e his 
duty. to ;i.dd thereto the na~es of all other· persons liaple to pay said 
tax wl10 have been omitted ·from '.said- poll list cir who have become 
residents since.the same-was pre.Pared,. The list shall, after the name 
of each person, contain a check mark: in the proper cohtmn to 
indi~~te the ward. in wl~kh su~h, pers~n resided .at: the time sui:;h poll 
tax :list: is, prepared artd if e.-<empt,. the cause thereof, and if .such 
person has died or removed £i:oin .· t~e city,. the . fact· s,hall be indi
cated :on said list. T:he list, when completed, shaO be submitted to 
thi,i coundlfor approval, and when COI!rected and approved, one copy 
thereof sha,11 remain in the office. of the clerk, and be at all times 
open to. inspection, one copy shall be delivered by him to the treas
urer, ati.d. th~ _third. shall be geHvered_ to the. street commissioner, 
and· )h_alt:'-he pdn~a fade evidei1ce q_f Jhe liabili'ty of the persons 
nam.~d: th~rein to pay'ni~nt of poll. ta~.: - · , 

'fhe clerk sha!l, no~ la.fer 'than th_e te1jtb pay · of May, in each 
yea;•, notify eac~ persJn in the cJty, wlio ·i.~ ;liable :19 p611 tax, by post
al car4,p~ the .a~b,ttJ!t .()1. his .said !ax, and that iCmay be commuted 
at·tbe rate of. one ilo_l!ilr and fifty cents _per day, by payment at said 
rate :to the treasuter,. who shall :receive all such payments and place 
them in the current expetlse fund, and shall make each month a de
tailed report thereof to the· council, at its regular meeting. Said 
regort ;shall give_ the hame and ward of each person who has made 
payment.of .said poll ta.."< to him during the preceding month and said 
money sl1.all be expended in the ward in which the persons paying-
same,· reside, · 
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All of said poll tax, which shall not h,ave .been commuted, shall be 
W1:>tked out in pers9n, in the manner provided by the laws of the 
state for the collection of highway labor in . towns, except that the 
same shall be worked 1.tnder the stipervision and direction of the 
street commissioner. 

Said street commissioner shall make report in .writing to the 
council monthly, at its regular meeting, which. tep_ort sliall be in-de
tail and give the name and residence, by wards, of aH:Persons who 
have worked their said poll tax under his direction, a-nd the date 
:and. place thereof, and shall show t.he names of all pers◊ns ·who h~ve 
not worked or commuted their said poll tax. · · · . 

It shall also be the duty. of .the street commissioner to add to 
-said list the names of all persons legally' liable to the tax, who may 
nave been omitted from said poll tax list, and to report the same 
11:o the counctl, and to-compel all such personsto work or commute 

· said poll tax. · · . • -
:F;iilttre on the part of said street commissioner fo·.make. saii:l.. • 

. Teports or any of them,. or to adl the names of all Stich persons l!abl~ 
to poll tax: to said list, and to reqnire them to p~y ):ir comrilut~ tlr~ 
same, and promptly report to the council nll such p~rsons wh~ f:ril,: 
refuse or neglect to pay or commute said poll taxi •stiall 'be. gl'oU1tds~ 
for dismissal from his office, and he shall thereafter. be disquidified•. · 
for appointment as a street commissioner. • 

TJ1is provision shall not be construed to.,be a bar to ~my prose.-: 
cution of said street commissioner tor any neglect of.duty ot other• 
wrong doing. 

Every .person, resident of the city, liable~Ati,.poU'.1ax, who has; 
been duly notified and does not commute ·:ind who, r~tuses or ·ne-. 
glects to appear in person at ·the time ;md ·p1ace ~ w-0rk his I{~lJI 
tax, when rt;qtiired and as directed by .s:iid ;sfr-wt :qji)mmJ~Q:JJ.W-1,. 
shall be deemed guilty of a m-isdemeabor, ·· and <Jjp4n·:~fot1i'.in1 
th~reof, in the manner provided in the general laws.of $firuiesota ie-• 
l?tmg to highways and penalties for neglectiirg .,;011d 'quty; .shall ~e 
hable _to a fine not exceeding one hundted ,dollh.!s'Qr,bY imprison-
ment 1n the county jail of Todd county forc.~ot • dc~difig thro!! , ,. 
months. · 
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CHAP.TER . YI. 

Water and Light Department. 

Power of City: 

Section 9r. The . city may 'constn1ct its own water plant and'. 
lighting plant, or •either of them, al'\d may dispose of same at 
will, out no sale or lease sliall be made except in the manner pro

, vided in section 66 of _this charter, The city may maintain, enlarge, ex
tend, repair and operate said plants, or either of them, and may furnish 
water ot light or heat for all municipal purposes and may supply 
the same to the inhabitants of the city. 

Commissioners: 

Section 92. The control, management and operation of such 
w~t.er ·and light plants, ·or either of them, owned by the city shall' 
be ~ommitted to a board to be known_ as the Water and Light Com-
mission. · 

Eligibility, Appointment, Salaries: 

· Section 93. Said board ,shall consist of five members, all of whom 
shall be residents and citizens of the city, and at least three of 
whom shall be freel10Jders and residents of the city for· five years 
ptior to the time of their appointment. Upon the purchase or 
erection of a water ai1d lighting· plant, or either of them, ty the 
city, and at or prior to the time when· the city is to commence the 
operation of said• plant or plants, the city council shall app01nt said 
board, two of whom sball be appointed for one year, two for two 
yeat;s ahd. one fo, three years, a11d th<; terms of office of all said 
co,mmission~rs sl_rnll_ be ·considered as beginning 'on the twenty-first 
day of· April pnor to the date of their appointment. At the ex
piration of the' terms of office of each or said· commissioners the 
ci~y, C'Qtll'l~i.1 shall app~in~· t!1ei: Sttecesso:rs for a term of three years, 
sa19 anpolI)tment to be made at the hme and in the manner that 
other officers ;are appointed, prov'ided, however, that no such ap
pointment shall be made by the council except by a two-thirds. 
vote of all the members thereof, and said commissioners before 
entering upon the duties of their office, shall qualify. ' 

Organization, Powers: 

SectioJ\~ 94. ~ pai<J hoard shall organize by electing one of its. 
members ~d it sha1l also elect a secretary, who shalt 
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be clerk and bookkeeper and collector of th~ water' and light com
inission. The board may elect the city· clerk. to this po,sition, if 
desired. Said board shall employ such necessary,- help a_s wdl· ena~le 
it t0 properly perform its duties· under this charter :~11d · mav. ~1s• 
charge such employes at will. Said board shall pres~r1be the duties 
of all such employes and shall fix their tompens}\tton, as ~ell ~s 
that of the secretary. . Said board and its en\ploy·e1; antler it~ :di
rection, may enter upon any premises for the purpose of examm~ng 
the same and making surveys, and it ma.y ptosccu_te any act10i,1 
in the name of the city against any. person for the ,use of wntcr 
or light, or for injury to any property Ot works entrttsted to i!s 
care. Said board may require from the persons efnployed by it, 
bonds for the faithful performance of their duly. '.t:he amount -,of 
such bonds shall be fixed by the board; but the bo11d of the secre• 
tary shall not be less than two thousand dollars, 

By-laws, Rules: 

Section 95. Said board is hereby vested with .foll power to 
make and enforce suc!1 by-laws, rttles and regulations l!~ may be 

, . 1 b' d · te 1t of this chapter necessary to carry 111to effect t 1e o Ject an l11 l • _ . . 

and to cause all such by-laws, rules and regulations to b~ entered 
in a book: kept for that purpose and signed by the president an

1
~ 

secretary, which, whe·n so entered and signed, shall be open. at. a 
times for inspection and shall be evidence in any court of Jtt5ticed. 
S . l . . . l t 1d rates for water an , aid board shall fix anc mamtam t 1e ren s a, ' . - · 

1
- ·t 

li,Yht furnished by it, so that the water ;ind light_ fond of tie .tci Yf 
'"' · · d f the cos · o shall in each fiscal year, be at least suffic1e11t t.J. e ray. __ · _ · 

the ~peration maintenance and i-easonable extension of the 'b~at~r 
• 1 • 1 rnar e"m and light system of the city, or either of them, Wll~ 1 . • cf 

operation, and to pay the interest 011 all bonds of the city, designfattel 
; . ll 1 b • ed on accou11t o 1c under this charter, wluch sha . iave een 1ssu ' £ 

1 
· • t 

construction of the water and light plant, or either O dt ~em, t~~ 
to maintain a water and light branch of the sinking fun ' Ill w 11 f 

1 fi •nt of the· a11101mt o shall JC accumulated, each year, Ye per cc · _ · . 
1 

· bonds 
the bonds so designated for replacement, as long as any SUC 1 .

1 
fi; 

are outstanding, and it is hereby made the duty of the tU\lCl ft 
establish such branch of the sinking. fund within sixty. /~~ 

1
~. er 

the city shall ·have commenced to oper;ite said water an ig 1 mg 
plant, or either of them. 

Distribut.io~, Price: , 
, . .· . . . I ti distribution a1td use 

Sect1011 96. Said board shall regu ate ie \. .. ~ here the 
of water and light in all places and for al_l pur~~;esan~ shall fix 
same shall be required for either public or private 1 ' 
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the price and rates therefor, provided, that, in case of hydrants for 
extit1guishing fir.es, a1\d· fout1tai11s and: watering troughs; and lights 
for the streets, public b'uildtllgii and uther public places, the boar<J 
shall fix and locate the sam~ as the council may direct .. Provided 
that said bo~rd shall not charge;, the. city fnr. such, water or light a 
higher rate than is charged 't0< private,.;, parties; and· the price to be 
charged per year for eac.lr hydrailt shall not. exceed forty dollars. 
The city sh:dl pay, out of the general furid to the account of the 
board or to the water and light fund, at the price ancl rate so fixed 
by the board, for all water nucl light supplied to the city for public 
purposes, 

Said board is hereby attthorized •md n"4uired to restrain and 
prevent any and all waste of ·water and light, and inay, ,,·hen in. its 
judgment necessary, shut tiff the wafer or: light or take such other 
action as in its juclgnit!11t may be proper. 

.Payment in Advance Required: 

Section 97, The· board slrall have full µower and author;ty to 
,reqt1ire paymeut in advance for ti'ic' use of water furnished by it iu 
.or upon any building, place 01· premises anrl, i11 case prompt pay
ment for- the S,ltne shall not 'be made, t11e11 it shall shut off such 

-•water;, and, in cpse · tJrompt._ payment of light biU).l sha-11 not· be 
:made, as requit:eth• b.y;,, thee boacrd, 'then such light· sh~ill be~ shut off 
;and said board'.sliall ·not again supply said building, place or prem
'ises with water or light until all· arrears, with interest tliereon, to
,<l"cther with the cost· and .expenses bf tur11i11g said water or light 
~ff and on, shall have been · fully paid. 

Supplies: 

Section 98. AH supplies for 'the water at1cl light plants, or 
either of them, shall be purchased as follows: An itemized list 
of such stti>Pli~s shall be made by said board' and dchvered to the 
city cierk, who shall register the· same and s11bmit it with his 
report thereo11 to the council, and if ,approved by the council said 
bill of su1>pties sh;ill be purchased 111ider the provisions of chapter 
10 of this charter, by the.city clerk under the direction of the council. 
Provided, that the council may authorize the purchase of supplies 
for amounts up to the sum of two lmi1dted dollars in open market, 
without i_nviting proposals lherefor: Provided, further, that the 
council, by a two-thirds vote, niay ·authorize the water and light 
commissioners to contt<act for special services or supplies not to 
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exceed fifty dollars in any one montll, which may be .. absolutely 
necessary for the operation of the water and light plant, but in th~ 
event of any extraordinary or sudden injury to said plant, whereby 
great damage might enstte by reason of delay, the board .shail make 
its requisition for supplies to the city clerk,. who,. by .and with the. 
consent of the mayor, shall purchase supplies on. account of the. city 
without nn order from the. council therefor :tnd said board shali 
cause the damage or break to be repai.re.cl in 's~1ch mann~r · as it may 
deem best for the interests of .the .city. '.l?rovuled further, that 
if any requisit!.sn of said board .for any .such. snppl!es sliall be. re
fused by · the counc.il . .f9r .any reas.on, said bo:trd may at. once make 
ap~lication to the district, c;ourt o_f Todd. cotinty for an. appropriate 
writ to compel the council to furnis)t suppli'¢1l an.4 the eou~t sl)all, 
forthwith, hear and determine saicl matter l!~On. ei,ght. days' . notke 
to the city by service upon the mayor or ,clerk. And, during the 
pend ency of such proceeding, said court may order said :board' to 
contract for and purchase such sttpplii,s ~s .• th<:. ,court m~y -deem 
necessary and proper and all such supplies, so purchased by the • 
board under order of court, shall b'e 'P:tid for by the city by order 
of the council as other supplies are pai<l for, · ·· · · 

Duties of Secretary: 

Section 99, It shall be the duty of ·the secr;tary, ,under the di rec . .: 
Hon of the board, to collect ·and pay .forthwith ,into !he tre.is~ry, 
all moneys due on account of the. operation of the water ,apd hght 
plant, or either of them, and all th~ money; wl1ic1i. may come .into 
his hands belonging to the city, The secretary s]rnll keep ,a set of 
books in his office, which sh::11 contain a full .al1d complete ·state
°:1ent of the condition and operatitin of ti;; plant,.all .moneys :re
ceived by · the board and. paid over' ti the. ·treasurer; and. il!l .. P~Y
ments made for account of the water · and Jight plants, and all 
moneys due r:nd owing to fhe boa~cl. f~r ~ity .. c.aitse .wha!ever,. to-: 
gether with an accurate. nccount of all the expenses 0 of t!if"b<?ar1. 
At the beginning of eve1•y' month the secretary shall present to th~ 
counc~I, upon carefully prepared ";ouchers, all the bills for labor a~d 
mat~r1al previously obtained or purchased by the board, as he.rem 
provided, which, after being approved by the board, and exanune~ 
an~ certified to by the city clerk, shall be presented to the coupcil 
at its next meeting for allowance and payment. 

Extension of Service: 

Section loo. Extensions of the water pipes owned ·by the city, 
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and of electric• light. Jines, shall not be made except when ordered 
by said· board and ap[)roved by the council. 

PENALTIES: 

For Injuries to Worl~s: 

Section 101. Any perso11 who shall wilfully and without author
ity from said board break, remove or in any manner damage any 
of the pipes, gates, boxes, hydrants, machinery, hose, wires, trans
formers, meters, or other property of. any description belonging to 
or in any manner fOJmected with said water and light plants or 
either of them, shall, on conviction thereof, be punished · by im
prisonment in the state .prison for a t~rm not exceedii1g five years· 
or in the. common jail of Todd •county for a term 11ot exceeding 
two years; or by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or 
by both fine and; imprisonment. 

Unauthorized Use of Water; 

Sect~on 102. Any person who shall, without authority from. 
the board, tap or tamper with any main or surface pipe, or take water 
therefrom, or open or shut any surface cock or fire hydrant or 
unscrew wholly or :partially the tap from such hydrant, or turn 
water into. any tunnel or. ditch excav_ated qr 1used by the board for 
the purpose of laying the pipes or mains, or who, being authorized 
by the board to take water from any pipe for any specified purpose, 
shall,. without. authority from said board, ttse · such water for other 
than such sp~cified purpose, or permit any other person to use 
any sttch water, shall be deemed gttilty of a misdemeanor and shall 
be.punished by a fine not exceeding one htmdred dollars or by im
prisonment in the county jail of Toclcl cotmty for 11ot exceeding three 
months. 

Interference with ~ater: 

Section 103. If any person shall maliciously or wilfully divert 
the water, or any portion thereof, from said works or plant or shall 
corrupt or render the same irt1pure, or shall interfere with' · destroy 
or i~jttre any pipe~ condu~t, ~1acl~inery, 0!e,E.ther propert/ used or 
reqmred for procu_nng o~ ?istn~utmg water,~lmll forfeit to the city, 
to be recqvered 111 a civil act10n, treble the amount of aamages 
occasioned by ~im, beside$ costs, ant! all such acts :ire hereby de
clared _to be n11sde1:1canors, ancL may oc punished as provided for 
m sect10n 101 of this chnpter. 

I 
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Omissions from Water Rates: 

Section rn~. It is hereby declared ·tQ · oe pttriish;ible ·by a fine· 
of not :~ceedmg five hundred dollars, or by ·fo1prisonment, in the 
county J~1l o! Todd co~11ty ior not exceedi11g one year, .or J>y both 
fine ~nd 1mpnsonment, m the discretion o(the court, fot any inember 
of said board to neglect or refuse to c~lect the 'water er light rates 
or rentals, or the cost of labor or suppliei; furnished by said board, 
to ~ny person or corporation, or to discrin1inate in favor of or 
agamst any individual in regard thereto. · ' 

Organization: 

CHAPTER VII 

Fire Department 

Section 105. There shall be a fire department, of which the 
mayor shall have general supervision. The head -of- saifidepartment 
shall be known as ~,1e chief of the fire departtne11t. Said depart
ment shall be either volunteer or paid, but a paid fite department 
:sh_all not be established except by an ordinance passed by an affirm
a~tve vote of two-thirds of all members of the council, which or~ 
,du,ance, before it takes effect, shall be submitted to and adopted 
by the voters of the city, under the provisions of section 66 oi this 
-charter, 

Election of Officers~ 

Section 106. If the city maintains · a paid fil·e department, the 
mayor shall nominate and the council shall elect the chief and such 
0ther officers and members of the department as may be deemed 
expedient. -

If a. volunteer fire department is maintained, the members thereof 
shall elect their own chief, assistant chief and other officers, subject 
to fi · · co11 rmahon and approval by the council. · . , 

~uch volunteer department rtrny- adopt a constitution and by-laws, 
not 111consistent with the laws of the state, and subject to the 
approval 1111d confirmation of' the cottncil. · · · 

5.uch department is nlso authorized and required to 1~ake au
d 

~ubmit to the council a draft of all needful rules and· regulations, not 
inconsistent with the laws of the state the provisions· o'f this· cltarter 
.or the ordin:inces of the city, for tl:e government and control of 
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such department and the prevention and exthiguislunent o:f fire. 
Thereupon the council may consider the same and formulate and 
:adopt such rules and regulations as shall govern and control the 
said department .in a:11 its operations. 

Powers and Du!;ics of Chief: 

Section 107; The chief of the fire department, under the direc
tion of the mayor and council, shall have the general superintendence 
of the fire department and the custody of all engines, hooks and 
ladders, trucks, hose, horses and other propel'ty used and .maintained 
for the purpose of said department. H'e shall sec that the same are 
!kept in proper order and that all the rules and regulations and all 
~rovisions of this charter, relative to the fire department and to the 
prevention and extinguishment of fires, are duly executed. He shall 
sul?erintend the pre~ervatiop of all property e11gangered by fire and 
shall have <;ontrol and direction, 111· case of fire, of all persons, or
ganizations or associatio_ns engaged in preserving such property. 
In case of the absence· or disability of the chief for any· cause, the 

-:assistant chief shall exercise all the powers, ·perform all the duties 
and be subject to all the responsibilities of the chief. 

Authority at Fires: 

Section 108. The council may, by ordinance, provide for the re
moval and keeping away of atty and all persons from fires, and may 
confer powers for that purpose upon the mayor, the chief, assistant 
chief and. othe1· officers of the fire department and the police officers· 
of the city; and for such purposes the cl1ief or assistant chief shall 
be vested with police powers. The mayor shall have authority, 
under suc:1 provisions as the council may enact, to send fire engilies 
and other apparatus of the department, with a competent force of 
employes, to the relief of any other community, or for the preserva
tion of property endangered by fire outside of the limits of the 
city. 

Fire Alarm and Other Property: 

Section 109; The council may provide for the establishment and 
maintenatice of au efficient. fire alarm, t<!legfov.h and telephone sys
tem for the purpose of the fire department, and shall provide for 
the purchase or lease of such fire engines ancl other apparatus for 
:fire protection, as may be necessary. to secure the highest efficiency 
of the department. 
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The ·council shall also provide: for the sale-or disposal of a.nY 
property no longer ntcessary for th~ . use ;.of the department, and 
the proceeds thereof shall be paid over to,,the treasu!'er. The coun
cil shall also have power to pro~ide .for. thl:l er~ctioii . of fire. sta
tions or engine houses, and the pitrchase··ot coiidemnation of. sites 
thei;efor. 

The powers in ,this section; granted ar'e subJeot:; fo the .general 
restrictions contained in this. charter. 

Destruction of Buildings: 

Section no. Whenever any building· in the city · shall be on 
fire, it shall be lawful for,. and shalPbeAhe duty of, the mayor .or 
the chief of the fire department to order and. direct the •destruction 
and removal of, and to destr-0y;, pttll down. a,;td remove such build
ing, or any other buil'ding .in the vicinity;: or•, any· part 
thereof, that he may deem. hazardous or. likely to communicate 
fire, and no action sl1all be maintained against any person, or said 
city, therefor, or on account thereof. 

1 
· 

Penalties: 

Section III. If any person shall, at any fire,' refuse t6" obey 
the orders of the chief of the lite depai-tµieot,. or.other officer vested 
with authority at such fire, . such persori .shall _be. guilty of . a· mis
demeanor and shall be punished ,as presdribed •by the nrdiMnces 
of this city, ot, in case the offense is not punishll.ble under the or-: 
dinances of. the cityl then. as. n~is.de_mef).nors are punished under the 
laws of .the state. · 

Money from State Insurance Fund: 

Section u2. As long, as .said, department .. remains a volunteer 
fil-e department, the money, received .by the city ,fr,om the. state of 
Minnesota as the city's shire of the state insurance fond, shall be 
spent un<;ler t)le direction of. said volunteer fire, .depart?J;~nt:~or: th~ 
purposes of the department. At the beglnnin.g :br ev'er,y. month . .the 
chief of said fire department shall present to . the cottndl, upon 
carefully prepared, vouchers; the bills for the expenditur,e& • for the 
previott/l month, bearing his .. apprgval. in writing,. and :after being ex
amined at1d certified to by the, city "clerk,, said. bills shall, .be Presented 
to the' council at its: next rne.et.i.ug f.or aUqwanc~ and pay·ment, 

, CHAPTER VIII 

Health Department. 

Appointment, Qualifications: 
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Section lJ3, The health department shall consist of three meJll• 
bers, one of whom shall be a physidan, duly licensed to practice 
medicine within the State of Mi11nesotaj ·of , good standing. in his 
profession and who sha\l have been in. ac,tive practice for at least 
three years. He shall be. styled hea,lth officer. · ' 

. Each member of said department snail be a resident and elector 
of_ the city at the .time of. his appointment. 'They shall be appointed 

· as ·· other officers, for the term of one rear. 

General Powers, Duties: 

Section n4. Except as. otherwise provided in this: charter, the 
mernbers of said· department, shall have .a\ld .exerdse all . the autl1or:.. 
ity and ppwers a11d shall• perform ,all, thll cli,ties granted to or im

. :Posed itpo:ll. local boards of he~ltl1 by_ the general Jaws of the State 
•of Mfon.esota; and such laws pf ~aid ·_state governing such local 
boards shall,· so far ;is· applicabl!!, aP,ply · and be in force in the 
city • 

. ;,ecti91,1. ;u5. The members of said 'departnt1rnt; in addition to 
the :POWers and dirties 111e11tioned in section t·'i4 or this chrlpte1·, shall 
have the fo11owing and addition1J;l, powers:' 

To enforc, the 11aw~ of. the state_ a~d the ordu1a11ces of the city, 
and the provisions 0£, thi/1 chatter relating to public health; and for 

. the .enforcenieut, of ;u such laws, provisions of this charter and 
or4inances, they at1d each _o(t9em shall have, and he vested witn, 
all, the powet'S of police officers of the city, Said health officer shall; 
in . addition fo other powers and duties heretofor,e vested in and re
g uired of him, be, required to perform th.e ,following duties; 

Professional ·Advice: 
1• The health. office_r shall give to the mayor or other city 

authorities ·all such profes.sional advice and information· as they may 
require, witµ a view to ~he preservation ,of the public health; and 

.whenever h'e shall hear of the existence of any malignant, contagious 
or •pestilential disease he shall investigate the same and adopt meas-

. ures to arrest ·its progress. 

TO Mak~ ~ Cii~~it of Observati~n: : . 
2 , It shall be the duty 'of'the health officer to make. a circuit 

of ~$e,vation to every. part of.;the city and environs, from time to 
time and in all ·cases wherei11 he may, discover the existence of any 
age,;t, the presence -of which', will prove dangerous to the health of 
the city, and there is no ordmance competent for the correction of 
the evil, he · shall immediately report the same to the council, ac- . 

~-.~ -_.,_.·-✓ •. ,- ___.._· 

.,..-p..-.;.' 
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companied .by his writte1i opinion of the 11ecessity for extraordinary: 
or partici1lar acti©n, 

• ' ~ ' ? • ' 

To Select Sites for Quarantine Stations: 

3. The health officer, by :md -~ith the approval ~f. the council, 
may select such sites, places and boundaries for qu:iralitine stations 
ancl purpo,ses, as may be necessary. 

,,.; 

Right to Enter' Buildings: 

4. Fo~ the .purpose of .carrying oiit' t~·e· foregoing rfqtiirements, 
11e shall be per,mitted at ali times, from.the rising to t!Je setting of the 
sun, to ent~r Jti.M a11y hmtsc, store,· stable, or othe} building, and 
to cause the fl~ors to· be raised, if he shali · deem .it necessary; in 
order to make a thorough, examination. of ~ellats, ,vaults, sinks, ot, 
drains, and to cause all privies to be cleaned and· kept in good con
dition, and to cause all dead animals or other nuisances or un
wholesome things to be burnecl or ren1oved br disposed 0£1 as he 
may direct, 

To Serve Notices to Abate Nuisances: · 0 
• 

· 5. To serve l~~tiee in writing upon the pwner, occup~nt,or agent 
of any lot, building or premises in or upon' which, :my nuisanc_e may 
be found, or upon any person who shall have catTscd such nuisance,. 
reqtnring him to abate the same within reaso11abl.e -titp.eJ. and Such. 
notice may be given or served by any off1ce,i who :may be, directed 
to give the same. · •; 

To Provide Books fo~ Keeping a Reccrd: 

6. It shall be the duty of the health offi<,er_to wovide, at tht~ 
expense of the city, the necessary books for keep1~1g-a. reeotd ?f a 
transactions of the· health" depart~H\!lt, including the p:oper re?lstra
tion of births and deaths, an<l such .other statistical ipfonnntion · as 
may be necessary for such official work of said ,department. 
To Visit and Examine the Sick. · . . • d 

7. It shall be the forther duty of the hc:i,lth o~cer to visit a~ 
examine or cat1se to be visited and e:xamit1cd, ,all sick fc_rsons w 

0 

shall be reported to him as sufferino- from any i11fect1ous or con-
t • d' • · " · b oved to the hosagiotts tsease, and to cause such person to e,reQl , 'd 
pita! or such other place as he ;111ay think proper, and cause i;ai 
· k b . . . s· and attendance at• 11.1c person to e provided with smtable nurse · • • • .. 

his own expense, if he is able to, pay for the sawe1; put ,I~ .n~t, then 
r.t • 
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at the expense of the city; but nothing herein contained shall ·be· 
held to prevent the city from recovering· from the county or state 
such sum as it may be entitled to by law. 

To Pr-ovidc Equipment and Medicine: 

8. To provide, under the direction ·;f the council, furniture, foel, 
food, medicine and sm;h other articles as may be necessary for the 
egpipment and maintenance of any hospital for the prevention and 
c.ontrol of infectious or contagiot,ts diseases, among men or animals. 
T:o c_ontrql all such hospitals and to secure the dece~t and prompt 
bu.rial of bodies of all persons dying at such hospitals. 

Penalties: 

Se~til?n 11'6, Atiy person who, without a permit from the health 
offi.~r, ._ shall bury· or .remove f~om the city the body of any dead 
person, or shall leave unburied any si.tch <lead body longer than 
four days, or who shall fail to bury the body of a.ny person dying 
of any infectious or contagious disease wit!iin twenty-four hours 
after death when ordered by_ such health officer so to do, or who 
shall refuse ,or neglect to abate any nuisance for the exi•stence of 
which, as owner, occupant "Qt agent of the place upon or within 
v\'l;!i_¢Ji. ,suc,:h ,nuis'ance exists, he is responsible, aft-er having received 
a; :nc;it1ce from the health officer so to do; or who shall neglect to 
report the occurrence or existence of any birth, death or case of 
cont~iious or infectious disease .as provided for in this charter, the 
ordidances of this city or the laws of the state; or who shall import 
or ?ring into the limits of the city knowingly; a11y person or animal 
s/!=k. -of contagious. or _infectious disease, or who shall remove or 
cause to be remo:,red, without pe~mission from the health officer, any 
placard, announc111g any contagmus or infectious disease attached 
to any house or building, or inclosure, by the said health.' officer, or 
his subordinates; or who• shall refuse to be vaccinated or to secure 
the vaccination ?( any minor. child for ~vhom he may be responsible; 
or who shall disobey or wilfully avoid quarantine regulations im
posed by the health officer, or who shall· interfere with the health 
officer or his subordinates in the exercise of h'is or their duties· or 
who shall violate any of the provisions of this charter or the laws 
~£. the ~tatc, or the_ or~it~ances_ of ~~·e city relating to the public 
health _shall( up~m conv1ctton,_ be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 
and 'Pttnishetl as· prescribed by the ordinai1ces of the city or in case 
the .offense is not punishable under the ordinances of th~ city. then 
as misdemeanors under the criminal laws of the state. · 

.,...,,._.;:.::: = 
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Organization: 

CHAPTER IX 

Police Department 

Section n7. There shall be in the city a iolice department, of 
which the mayor shall have control· and supervision and·· 9f which 
he shall be the chic{ e,;:ectttive officer and head; said department 
shall consist of a chief of police and such patrolmen as, fro:nt time 
to time, may be authorized by the comt6i!; all members of said 
department shall be residents of the city, and they sl1all be 110mhiated 
by the mayor, but muse be. .confir~ed by the council before entering 
upon the discharge of their duties. · · · 

The mayor or council may, at his or their pleasure, rem9ve any. 
n1ember of the department. The mayor, in case of large public gath
ering,; or other t111usual occastons, requiring -additional polk-e force, 
may appoint such other patrolmen, at a compensation not exceeding 
two dollars per day, as he may deem necessary, but such temporary 
appointment shall not ·continue in force for more than three· days. 

Special policemen: 

Section nS. The rnayor may, likewi$e, at the request of any per
son, corporation or orgat1izatio11, desiril1(§ special po1ice protectioil, 
appoint special policemen, who shall serve without -expense to the 
city, a1Jd possess police power to preserve the peace, Protect property 
and make arrests for crime at such places and within such limits 
as may· be designated by the mayor, but such special policem,rn sl~all 
not exercise ally official authority or wear any badge of office outside 
'of the limits so designated, except that, in the event of an arrest made 
by a special policeman, he may \vear such' badge while takfog the 
person so arrested to the police station. 

Qualifications. 

Section rr9. 'No person shall be e!lgible to appointment in the 
police department who ·is not a citizen of tbe United States, or able 
to read· and write the Engli~h language unders.tandingly, or who 
has been convicted of a crime. Nor shall any persort be eligible to 
·any•appoi1ft111ent i!t any department, wl10 shall not have. been a resi
dent of the city for at least· one year immediately pr~ceding ,his ap
pointinent. A1Jy person appointed to the office of chief or p_a_trolman 
,hall,. before entering upon .the · discharge of th!! duties,. ot such _office. . ~ .. - . ~ 
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execute a bond to the city in such sum l!S the council. may direct, 
for the faithful performa11ce of his duty. 

Powers of Police Officers: 

Section 120. T.}H; chief. of police shall possess the powers of con
stables at commo11 law and under the statutes of this state and shall 
have tJu;.po1ver to serve and execute any warrant, summons ot other 
process 1sst1ed out of any justice court of the c

0

ity, ancl shall have 
authority to pursue and arrest, in the city or beyond the limits there
of, or; in any,part of the state, any person charged wifa or who has 
committed any violatio11 of any ordinance of the city, or any 'other 
offense or crime within the city, but no such officer shall have power 
to arrest witr,out such warrant, except in cases in which arrests with-

. out a warrant are attthorizul by the general statutes of the state and 
· the violation of any city· ordinance si1all be deemed a public offense. 

Conservators of the Peace: 

Section rzt. The mayor or acting mayor, the aldermen, the 
chief of police, the sheriff of the county alltl all police officers and 
constables shall be conservators of the peace. They may command 
the pea,ce and suppress in a sttmmary manner all riotous or dis-

: orderly -~.ehavior or proceedings within the city limits and for such 
:purpose may re,quire the assistance of all bystanders and if need 
be, oi all citizens, and. in suppressing any riotous 'or disorderly 
behavior or proceedings, the authority to command shall be in 
tl1e officer present, in the order in this section named. 

Penalties: 

Section 1::12. If any bystander or citizen shall refuse to• aitl in 
?reserving the .pea.ce, or in suppressing riotous or disorderly behav
ior. or pro~ecdmgs; when thereto required as .. provided in the JJre
ced1ng section, he sha11 be guilty of a misdemea11or and be punished 
by a fine of .not p.1ore than fifty :dollars or imprisonment for not 
more than tlurty days. . . 

If a~y person shalt, .wlthout• lawful ilttthority, aseume to act 
as a police officer of .the city, or falsely pretend to be authorized 
so to act,. or wear, a badg~ of a police officer within the city, he 
shall be !table. to a fine.not• c.i,:ceeding one hund d d 11 to . . . . . . re o ars, or 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding ninety days, 

Gratuity or Rewards Prohibited: • 

Section 123, Any member of the police department who shall 

, 
1 

•) 

CHARTER OF THE CITY OF STAPLES. 

t directly or indirectly, from any persoi1 while in his custody, 
accep ' d t 't , re 1/'ard or or after he shall have been discbai;ge , apy gt;a ~t '!I or '. , 
any kind of intoxicating drink, or who shall r_ecetve from any per
son without the written permission of th!! mayor, 1i\11Y. reward for 
the' arrest of any thief, or recovery of any goods Qf °'1opey,_ or .c~m
petisation for damages sustained while in the discha1ge of !us _dutie.s, 
shall be deemecl guilty of a misdemeanor, and _,shal,1 be suhJect, to 
a fine of t10t exceeding one hundred dolla~s, or 1mpr1s011111ent not to 
exceed 11i11ety days. 

-Compensation to be Fixed by Council: · 
.• .. :· 

Section 124. Except as otherwise hereh1 · provided, the com
pensation of the chief of police, patrolmen, and other .employes of 
the police department, shall be ~xed b~ the council m the same 
manner as the· compensation of other city offjcers. 

CHAPTER :X~ 

Contracts, 

Definitions: 

All Contracts for comtuoditil!~. or. .s,ervice to be Section 125. I f 
• • a.1 y. department t 1ereo ; furnished or performed for the city 0 i ,.:i · · · d 'n · h 

11 involving an expenditure of more than five h\t!1p.re~ •· 0 ars, s a 
be n1ade ns in this chapter provided, and J~Ot:·C?therw~se~-- ·.~ •·. _ t 

d. . ,, d " · " a" ,used m this chap er, The words "commo 1ttes an service .,.. . . • t' . 
shall be construed to inclltde all work, labor, materials-, .supp ,es or 

. . ti r i,.,. and all local. or other property and all bght11~g or o wr, se v .-,, .. • , · 

public improvements. . . . . shall ·,be con-
The word "contract"· ns used 111 tlus chapter, . 

. ' • 't' otherwise executed strue<l to mclude every agreement, 111 wrt mg or · .' t 
or executory by which. auy commodities, work or se~vtce 

1
are bo 

. ' , d · transaction w 1ere Y be furmshed to or clone for the city, an ~very ·• ; · d 
an expenditure is made or incurred oil the part of the, c;ity or ;:iny e-

partment or officer thereof. . d t be taken by 
All action in this chapter required or nttthonze 0 

the council shall be by resolution or ordinance. 

Estimate, Amount of Contract: 
. . . 1 fi · t · ce shall Oil its own Section r26. The council, 111 t 1e rst 111s an • 

. d , p rt of any departme,nt mot1011, or may, on the recon11ne11 at1on or re o 
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or officer of the c·t d t · · . • .· . 1 Y, e ermine m '.'a ge11ernl •way the commodities 
:~r~ i°r service t?. be. done or furnished, and shall fix the estimated 
. o;t t ier:eof, and, m order to . determine such estimated cost may re
qu,re, estimates from any. officer -Or employee . of'. the c1'ty 

In case s h f t d · not . d . I ue es ima e . cost) as determined by the council shall 
that e~C:eco!~~o~~:? of fiv: hundred_ dollars, the coimcil may' direct 
th es, wor or service be procured by or throu h 

e piroplelr department or officer of.the city without public bid• g 
n a ca:ses wh h · ~. 

five hundred . d. II ere .sduc . est1m~t.ed cost shall ex:.·ceed the sum of 
o ars, sa1 commod1ties or s · h 11 t)ishcd 01.'.' done upon public bids. ' erv1ce s a only be fur-

~ans and Specinc'ations: 
... ~ ,. ,; ' . ·' ' 

Section 127, Before ad:vertisin fi \·c1 · · . • · 
to .be prepared by th g. or · 1 s the council shall cause 
filed with the clerk, ·d:tJ;~Je~a~ep,artment,:. or ~fficer of the city and 
-contract for commodities anPd. s· s ~nd specifications and the proposed 

.- · , ervice, . 

Advertising: 

· ~Section 128. After filing the• s - ' . 
- cler~ to advertise for. bids- for doin ame~ the _co~mcil ~hall direct. t_he 
- ·or s.·erviee in. accordance w'th hg or furmshmg said commod1tics 

S h
. ·1 sue contract · plans 'fi • 

ttc. atlvertisement shall be published . · , or spec1 cations. 
papers, and. in such otl1er papers d m the colum11s of· the official 
othe'. manner as the cou11cil ma/~ire:: such other times, and in such 

. All ndvertisements for bids shall 1· 
to 6e received alld opened at a bl' c.earl:v, state that such bids arc 
council chambers upon a cert;. pdu ._!C meetmg of the council, in the 

, ' · m · ay ·and hour. 

Certi6ed ,Checks: 

S7ctfon r29,. In advertising for an b.d . . .. 
any bidder to deliver his bid and . Y .fi1 s the council shall require 
al;>le bank in this state, payable t~ ~~:tic:~d check upo11 some repttt· 
ten per cent of the total amount f ity of Staples, for at least 
am'ount thereof shall be forfeited t ~ucli _bids, which check and the 
d~mages, if the bidder, upon the le~t~/ Cty of Staples, as H.quidated 
fail to e11ter into the contract so let g o the con~ract to 111m, ·s]:all 
shall reserve the right to re1· ect ·a . d Alll advertisements for bids 

· ' 11Y an a l bids. 

Receiving and opening bids: 

Section 130. At tlie time and h ., 
mc11t for bids, the council shall P '~e mentrnned in the advertise-

, meet m public session and publicly 

, . 
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receive, open and read,. all bids that may be prcsertted. ,Before any 
of said bids arc ope11ed they shall be numbered consecutively and 110 

farther bids shall be· received· after any bid lias been opertedt The 
council shall give 11H persons, .who desire the same, ·an, opportunity 
to inspect all bids when they are opened. No bids shall be considered 
when not accompanied by a certified check. 

Action by council: 

Section r3r. The council shall act upon such bids and determine 
which one shall he accepted. All contracts shall be awarded to the 
lowest reliable and responsible ·bidder complying with the .foreg-0f11g. 
requirements, provided, ,that tl1e council may_ reject .any bids which 
it may deem. unreasonable •or' unreliatle, and the c-0undl in determin
ing the reliability of. a .bid shall consider !the <'1~1esti6n of the re
sponsibility of the bidder and his ability to perform-.his contract, 
without any reference to· the responsibilities of the sureties upon his 
bond, and any person who shall have defaulted in any contract 
awarded by the city, except as to time, or who shall have refus.ec1 to 
enter into a contract after the same shall have been awarded ·to him 
shaH not be considered a reliable and responsible" bjdc,!er. . In C{lse the 
lowest responsible bid •shall be more th~.n . .the estimatep•cost afsuch 
commodities or service, the. council may reject all bids and ,abandon 
the proposed contract, or it may require the clerk t-0, J<e-adver.tise• for 
new bids in the manner hcr,einbefore. provided... . , 

All contracts shall be . executed by the bidd¢r within five. days 
after the contract is rea9y' for his signature, and if not exccutcd by 
him in said time, he shall be deemed to hav.e ab!!,ndoned the same. 

But in all cases fo.r. good cause shown, the councll may, by a 
four-fifths vote of all the members, reject all bids and provide that 
the work,may,be done by direct employment of labor .a~a:purchase 
of matet;ti~Js -~y,,said city. · • · · · 

Pedormance of Contracts: 

Section 132. After the acceptanc«c by th.e council of any bids, it 
shall direct the execution of a contract by the proper officer; in .ac
cordance therewith and also in accordance with the said plans, speci
fications and proposed contract, and. such contracts shall_ be carried 
out by the proper department or- officer o,f the city, as in th'is charter 
provided. , , 

In cnse the council shall determine that any ·commodities or 
service are to be proct1rcd in open market, tl1e same shall b,e procured 
or done by the proper. department or officer in accordance with 
St1ch general directions as the council may give. 
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~ond: 

Section 133. Every person to whom a contract is awarded for 
;an amount exceeding two hundred dollars shall give· bon'd, iii such 
sum as the council may direct, and •with such sureties as tlie 'mayor 
may approve, for the faithful performance of such can.tract. 

· · In the case of·all other contracts, the council may re'quire a bond 
,and, in all cases of contracts coming· within the purview of Section 
4535 to 4539 inclusive, of the Revised Laws of Minnesota for 1905, 
and the amendments thereto, it shall require such bond as is re-
quired by such laws. · 

.Expenditul."es: 

Section 134, It shaU be the duty of each officer or head of a de
partmen~ to report to the council, quarterly, the commodities, work 
and service to be needed "ior the operation of his department or• office 
during the remainder of the then fiscal year, and riot theretofor~ 

. contracted for. 

Emergencies: 

•. Sectio~ 13~. In case ?£ emerge1,1cy,· and when the delays pro
vided for m tlus charter will cause damage fo the public interest or 
endanger public safety, ·the hea'd of any departm~nt,' with the wri~teri 
approval o.f the mayor, may make necessary repairs by day labor and 
procure materials· therefor. in the ope!). market. ' 

Contracts not to be assigned: 
oc,1' 

·. Section 13?· ~o c?ntract for ·Which.a boricl or dcvosit is r.e
qu1red as provided 111 tlus chapter shall l,Je assigned or 'transfer'red in 
a1:y manner and any assignment or transfer thereQf, e~c'ept t>'y opera~wn of law, and except by consent _of comJcil ei,:pressed by resolu
t1011, shall fully end and determine such contract, and shall make the 
same null and void as to any other or further performance thereof hr the contrac.tor or his .a~signs, without any act on the part of the 
city; and the city, through 1ts proper authoriti~s, may at otice proceed 
to re-let sttch contract, or may, at its discretion, proceed to complete 
the same as the agent and at the expense of such contract J 1 • 
·sureties, , · · ' or an 115 

Affidavits that claims are paid: 

Section l3i- Before any contractor or his personal representa
tives shall receive any estimates on any contracts for which a bond 
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or deposit is required, al> provided for in this chapter, said contractor 
or his representatives shall make and file with the clerk a11 ::.ffidavlt 
that all claims for all ,vork and Iabqr, to dnte, on the work for which 
an estimate is asked, have been fully paid, 

Penalty: 

Section 138. Any contract made in violation of the provisions 
of this chapter shall be ab!\oh1tely void, .and any money paid on ac
count of such contract. by the city, or any department or officer 
thereof may be recovered by the city, without re'stitution ·of the 
property or the benefits received or obtained by• the city thereunder, 

Aliy officer of the city violating ,l11y · provision of this chapter . 
shall thereby forfeit his office, in addition to all •other penalties pte
scribed therefor, and si1ch oftfoe may be decla1::ed to _be vacant by 
proper proceedings in the courts of the state or by action _of the 
council, as provided for in this charter, 

CHAPTER XI. 

Salaries and Bonds. 

Salaries: 

Section 139. The.following officers shall receive salaries, to-wit'; 
Clerk, treasurer, attorney, ,h)!alth officer and assessor 'and secretary 
of the water a_nd light commission. 

Members of the board of l1ealth, exclusive of the health officer, 
street commissioner'and engineer shall 'be paid for their services such 
sums as the council may direct, -~nd members of the boar~ of equali
zation shall be paid the compensation hereinbefore provided. 

· The mayor, alderman and park board shall receive no compensa
tion for their services. 

Members of the Water and Light commission may be paid sal
aries if deemed advisable by the council, the amount thereof to be 
determined by the council, as in the case of other officers. 

Employes: 

Section 140. The compensation of all employes of the city shall 
be fixed by the council except as herein· otherwise provided, and 
such compensation shalJ be paid monthly in the discretion of the 
council. 
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Salaries not changed: 

. Se:tion 14~ .. 1:he salaries of tl1e officers of the <!ity shall 11ot be 
mcreased or d1m1mshed during the term for which any such officers 
shall be. electe~ or appointed, nor during the pel'iod intervening be
tween the electi?n or appointment of any such officer and the com
mencement of !us term of service. 

Gifts: 

s.ecti011 142.. No offic7r ~: member 9f any board or employe of t~ city shaH d1_r~ctly or mdtrectly, in or about the performance of 
us office or pos1t~on, ask or receive any gift,. compensation gratuity 

Tewai:~ or othe: valuable thing whatever, excepting the sala~y or fee; 
prescribed herein. · 

B'onds: 

Section 143. The 'c·ouncil m,i.y require bonds· from an offi 
•employe of the: city ht those cases where a bond is no\ ;equir~~ t 
th: terms of tlus charter, and may fix the amount of ti b d Y 
qwred b' 't - d k - • . . 1e on so re-

. . Y 1 , an ma e any regulations it may deem pro · d 
to the sureties thereon. ·· · · per 111 regar 

,Corporate Sureties: , 

· Section 144. The sureties on all bonds . .required of offi d 
employes and others, by the terms of tliis charter ·ma b fcers_ at nd 
by a suret t t· l . • Y e urms te 
. . . . Y corpo a 1011, aut 10r1sed under. the general I f th 
state to do surety bond business .and to give stich bonci'1.w~ 

0 ~ 
bond must be ap.proved by the council . ' . ut. sue 

The, council m:_ty requir~-the clerk 
1

treasurcr d I • to fu • h b d I · · ' , · · an any ot 1er officer 
rms . a on , iav1ng such surety corporation 

such case may authorize the cost of such bond t:~ a su::ty, a11d in 
current expense fund of the city. ·. e pai from the 

' i 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Emi1,1ent Domain and Local Improvements. 

Part I. 

Eminent Domain. 

Power to Acquire Property: . 

Section 145. The city of Staples is hereby empowered to ac
quire, by purchase, condemnation proceeding -or otherwis•e, any 
property, corporeal or incorporeal; wheresoever situated, either ,wit?i• 
in or withottt ti1e limits of the city, which may be needed by the 
city or any board or department tliereof, for any public purpose 

whatever. 
And the fact that the property so. needed has __ been obtained by 

the owner under eminent domain or is· already devoted to a public 
use, will not prevent its ucquisition by the city. 

Where nothing is specified to the contrary, the city, in auy ac
quisition of property, shall be deemed to have · acquired the fee 
title and nbsolute ownership• of such property, except in· cas~s of 
streets and alleys. 

The city of Staples is hereby empowered, except ·as .. hereinafter 
specified, to levy assessments upon any property benefited by any im
provement which may be made by the Council under tlie 'Provisions 
of this chapter, to the extent of such benefits-; withottf regard to val-

uation. 

Limitations: 

Section 146. Except in cases of improvements to abate a nuisance, 
or as hereinafter specified, no real estate shall be assessed for bene
fits resulting :from the taking or injuring of real property, unless the 
owners of at least one-half of the real estare to be assessed therefor1 
as ·appears by the last assessment for general tax levy found in the 
office of the auditor of Todd county; Minnesota, at .th~ timf;,_ of the 
preserttation to the council of the petition .for improvemen~, shall pe
tition therefor, which petition shall bi in writing and filed with the 
cle~. · ~ 

In case of condemnation of land for parks, parkways or boule
vards, at least one-half of the total damages and expenses,,thereof 
shall be a general charge 011 the city' arid paY,ab1e ~.~tt of.the,gemiral 
fuhtl. · •:· .. , . • · • • · ··· 

,.•ti 
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In all cases where the total datnage and· expense of taking 01• 

injuring real estate for any improvement shall 11ot exceed one hun
dred and fifty dollars, the same shall be a general charge upon the 
city and payable out of the appropriate fund and if there be 1~0 such 
fund th.en out of the general fund. Two or. more improvc111e~1ts 
desc;ibed in t!1e foregoing sections may be combined• in one pro
ceeding, if deemed best and.so ·ordered by the council. 

DIVISION I. 

Procedure where there may be an assessment for benefits. 
Section 147. \,\Then the council shall determine that it !s '.1ecess

ary. to. take, damage or destroy any property of any d~scn~t1011 !or 
ally public pt.1rpose, it shall declare the same by resolution, 111 which 
shall be stated in a general way the nat-ure and extent of the pro
posed improvement an.cl the property proposed• to be taken there
for and •the property if any, that shall be benefited by such pmposed 
improvement, and upon. which assessJnents therefor shall be made. 
Thereupon, the clerk shall publish a notice in the official paper, once 
a week for two successive .weeks, stating that said matter is pending 
before the council and describing, in a general way, the property ' 
proposed to be taken and the other facts ·specified in said resolu- · 
tion and fixing a. time. and place. when and where any ,perso'n may 
be heard by the council concerning the taking of such property and· 
tire assessment upon such other property of the cost of said improve
ment; and it shall be the duty of the coundl, at such time aJ.1d place, 
to hear any person who may,,.wish to be· hear.cl -·concerning such 
taking and· concerning the as.s.essing ttppn i;uch othor· property of· the 
cost of such improvement. 9bjection. to. 1 either such · taking or as
sessment. may be in \vriting and filed with the clerk at least one 
day before the time set for the hearing. Thereupon the council 
shall cause to be made and filed with the clerk a plat and survey of 
such pr9perty showing t!1e patqr~, pourse, and extent of the improve
m~nt and the' property necessary. to .~c. tal~fi!ll, damaged or destroyed 
th'erefor and the parcels, ot', 1and _to be !benefited tqereby, together 
with. the 11ames of the o\yn~rs, of eacl?_J>.arcel of such property, as 
th~ same appears upon the last §ISSe~s.I'!JCnt. i;oll ,in the office of the
county auditor of the county referred to, .togeth!!r ,with such state~ 
m~nts as may in the ,opinion of the co,uncil J?e proper to explain such 
sti'rvey. and the nature ·a·ncl extent of .;,uch proposed improvement. 
And. such plat and surve:y may be amended, modified or. changed, 
a1id if the council decid~ after said hea~ing to P.rocl!cd with such .. 
condemnation ,and assessment: it sh!!~l :~Y: i:eso.Jutio1!, adopt such plat 
and survey and order a·nd' direct the .making of the improvement and 

,., 1: 
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of the property benefited to pay the the assessment of the survey 
cost thereof. 

Commissioners: . . . d . tl 
. of the resolution spec1fie 111 : 1e 

Section 148. ·After. the P,assf g;l the•1 or at a subsequep.f meetmg~ 
foregoing section;. the coimc1l s rn ,fh. ~hall be freeholders and'. 

· sioners all o · w om ' t appoint three conums '. . f"rested in any proper Y 
1 ·t and not m any way m ~ . . d , electors of t 1e ~Cl Y • . . the premises an ascer-
d b' th·s proceeding to :~·1ew • .f to 

to be :iffecte ~' · 
1 cl ' . and compensation, l any, 

tain .:nd award the amount ofb atmk:gesor inJ·ured for such. im. prov.e-
l operty to e a en · · · fon be p:iid for t 1e pr.· · f h damages mid comP~tlsa 1 , 

mcnt and to assess the amottnt o sue . far as the snme can be as-
' . f t1 improvement, so · · • 

and the expense o 1e fi . d by sueh improvement, in pro-
;;;esscd, upon the lands .to be ben~ t~ by each parcel, without· regard 
portion to the benefits to be rece~ve. . shall constitute a quori1m 

. T f said comm1ss1011ers , . . . h I . 111 
to vah1at1011. wo 

O 
. . duties -required of the w .o e 11~ -~ 

and he_ competent to perfor:11 any . -the discharge of their_ ~uties, 
ber tl1ereof. Before entermg upon b ·be an oath to cl1sc,1arge 

. . h 11 take and su sen . . . . • 
such comm1ss1?ners s .a k a ·ust and impartial appra1~e. 
their dt1ties with fidelity and ma -~ J. ssments. of benefits,. which 
ment rnd award of damages an -~ss\se any such commissioner 
o·ith shall be filed with the clerk, and 1~ ~·. n~tified by the clerk of 
s~all fail to qualify in five days after euf1g any cat1se the council 

• • of vacancy or · ' · · l1is appointment, or lll case 
·n·t another to fill the vacancy. may app01 • · , 

Service of Notice: · '· · · · cl • ' notice 
. . 1 . It ·gNe fifteen ays 

Section 149. Said comt'nis:3ioners s rnf the time ancl place whe·~ ', .. 
by one publication. in •the officia; pap:;iJ·award' a'n'd assessment, or 
and where they will• mee~ to m:ak~i 1f . lescribe•'the ·1and, t6 be con-
said award, in which no~i'c:· they s ~ 1~ specify the purppse. ·of the• .,,..
demned by general descnpbon and sh ia t pr~pertjr will be as7ess~~ 

d · o-eneral way w a • . 1 be· servf!d m assessment an in a o. • o£! sttch •'.11'ot1ce to . . , . 
1 

b • , ... ; 
therefor, .T.hey,.shall ca.t1se a .. ooP!• · d·sti:ict-•coutt •ls requireil to : , . :11 

the mannei: in ,which a ,summons, ~~·s ,~o- ,1;,e,1cdt1derinted; ,as ~p~enrs,. '; 
serve<,l .. 11pQn.1 a\11,owneni.\.,of.,,th.e ln ,=c af'it:he'' a\t'<litor of th!! cou.nt!,. • 
·b th,. i~st assessment ,list fo, the' o,,,ce 'b f"'·nd in Tltclff.10o'unt;y, .. 

Y ,,,. " . d l o·can" e ,,.u - • l • 'I '"· ·n whi'ch said Jands are situate (' W 1 • ._, 
1 

dM and th'ey' slia1 mat, 
1 . sat« an '" , • f .... and al~o upon all persons,· ocaupymg • t·· to all •noi1<residcnrs o 

.. f uth no ice th I · t with p.G>stage prepaid, _a copy o . ,s sted in said lands,. to e as -
Todd County, appearmg· to be mteren-residenfs. Proof of th~ s_e~ 

, . known postoffice addr~ss of .such 'nbo Jaffidavit of~the party _,servmlt 
vice of such notice shall ·be made Y 
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the same and shall state the .time, place and,,mann.er of said service, 
ai1d, if served_ by- mail, how. each· notice· was· addressed, and such 
affidavit shall be. filed in the office of the clerk, . 

Failure to Serve Notice: 
1 

Section 150. In case of failure of such commissioners to serve such 
11otices or any of them, said commissioners shall forfeit their right' 
to compensation for their services, and the., council in such case is 
hereby forbidden to grant to them o:- aiiy of them any compensa
tion whatever for their services as commissioners. 

Viewing premises, ta.kh:-g eviience: 

. Secti?n 151. The- commissioners shall view t11e premises to be 
condemned and receive any legal evidence that may be offered for 

1 • • 
t.1e _ pttr.pose ·o~ proving the true value thereof,. m1el the damages that 
may be susta111ed or the benefit that may be conferred if such 
benefits are assessable, by reason of the contemplated imp;ovement 
and said eommisnioners for this purpose arc. hcrpby autho1•izcd t~ 
ad~inister oaths ~o all witn~sses pro.duced before them. and may 
adJoutn the meetwg from t!lne to tune·. and place to pince until 
such nssessment is completed; a11d said. commissioners shall .!~ave 
authority to send for- persons·· aiid papers and to compel the at
tendance of witnesses, and shall have'authority to issue subpoenas 
for such P,Ul'1l0Se, 

Eearing: 

S:ction 152: All persons interested in any pro1>erty so to be 
coudemned or 111 any teal estate to be assessed for such imr>rovc
ment, and the attorney ,of the city, 1nay be )?resent and be heard 
and adduce: evidence .before said commissioners at said hearing. I£'. 
at the h~armg, rt~dit10nal prop.erty to that described in the 11otice, 
shall :be mduded 111 the assessment for benefits or par.t of the prop
erty be excluded therefrom, no new notice shall !'e necessary, 

.t\ppraiseinent of. Damages: 

Section 153. . After· viewiI1g the t>roperty ·and 'hearing the evi
dence offerl!d $ttch commissioners shall im~pare and make a trne and 
imp~rti~I. nppr?i·se~1ent ;and ·award of :he c~n~~ensation and diun:iges 
to be paid to each person whose 1>roperty 1s to be• takcJt or injured•" 
by the milldi1g of such iniprovement; but, if the remainder of the 
same ptoperty, a p~rt of ,v(1ich only is ,to be.taken ,or damaged by 
such 1mpro'vement, shall, be, benefitell by-. s~ch ·impr.ovemcnt;•• the,i•- ,,, ... -, 

I 

I 
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the commissioners, in considerfog and awarding comp:ens:ition ~ncl 
damages, shall also· consider, estimate-·and offset the be_ncfits w:luch, 
will nccme to the same owner, in respect· bf the reninmder of the 
same propel'ty; and award to him· only the excess of the com_pensa
tion or damages, over and above such benefita, 

Damages to be Assessed: 

Section 154. Having ascertained th.e damages and expenses of 
such improvement, as aforesaid, the said tommiss_io1kr,s shall, therc-
11pon apportion and assess the same. together with the cost of ·\he 
proc~eding, tl!)Oll the re:11 est'.lt~. if 1111y be a7sc~sable t}1erefor, J~ 

them deemed benefited by such improvement, in proportwn to sucl 
benefit; but in no case, shall the mnoti11t of•: such assessment ex
ceed the actunl benefit to the parcel so assessed. ·: 

Assessment Roll: 

11 t · · a brief descrip-Secticn r 55. The assess::nent roll sha con nm • - _ 
1 tion of each tract or pa1'C!;\l of pro_pcrty ta.ken, injurect r assess~~• 

the names of the ow11ers the!"eof, so far· as kno\Vll to t lC fco
1
m-nu. • 

l 11 t t 1d the amount o · < amag-· sioners, and, if knot'n• they s rn so 5 a Ci ai . · ~
1 

_ 
1 

of 
-es awarded ~euefits, if ally, assessed ag111nst ca¥,i parce . 

property. · . cl.·- 1 11 show both the 
The assessment roll shall be footed ttp :an ,S.1a - 'f If 

total damages awarded and the total benefits assesse~j 1 ~~{i· the 
the ·whole '.amount of S'uch compensatio1rJ>,twarded, toge ier wi 1 b 
costs of said ·1>t·oce'eclings; shall exceed the actµal ben

1
efiltls tot-~ tee 

' ' • ' ' S S 1a SO S ,l property subJect to ·the assessment, the commissioner -· f . 
1 on such assessment roll and shall specify. the amount O suc 1 ex

1
-
1 . . ll 1 t 011 the assessment -to cess The comn11ss1011ers shn a so no e · · . _ h 

.. . . 1 ent to cover t e expenses the total amount mcluded 111 t 1.e assessm. . · 
of the proceeding. 

Notice of completion and confirmation: 
•• 

1 

- • • 11 rs sh·tll caw,e 
Section 156. When',completed said comm1: 510 he ffi .

1
'al l>ap~r 

· , · b blicatio1, m t e O c' ' to be given ten days notice, Y ~:me pu . _ . leted and that 
to the effect that their, ptocee4111gs ·have bee_n c~~P d f r th~ pnr
at a time and place therein specified, they wil! \.en t' 0 nust be 
pose of hearin~ objecti,ons, and that all such O Jee!· 101

1
1s .

I

1r tci the 
. . • • · · t least one < ,ly · >r 0 filed in writing with sa1d comnr.ss10ners a • , . · l t · t11., 

· . · · ffi · . t cause 1s s ,-owu. o • , • 
time of hearmg-, and that, .unless su c1.en. ·_b, ·· t.h. -d tllnrc c_on-

'd d d t will e en an " , ,contrary, the ,sai. awar . an ,ass~ssmen s · . · · 
11
t roll as 

S 'd . b II • PY ofthe assessme . • firme,d. at notice s a co11~a1n a .co __ · _ . -
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completed, and no objection shall be considered i,;;;e~s t?:.e ;c;::.ce ~!a:' 

liled as herein provided, but the commissioners ~y. 5:.-: :~e::: ilis
cretion, allow any party. interested wlm has 2cd<le:r:tdh· :~= ::-::sci1,ert- • 
ently omitted to file his objections, as aforesaiil, t::, -~,, ~: ::.t tt~e
ti:ne fixed for the hearing. 

New Nctice may be given! 

Section ·157. Nothing herein contained sb2H p:e.:bte :be ci:r.::
:missioners from causing a new notice to be give:,, s;;~ll:':5yfrig ., 
different time and place at which they will .::.tte:r.:.d. fr.: :::::~ p:;::p.ose
of hearing the objections to said assessment, • .nd fo:: ,;:,~:;;.::=t;r-:1 
thereof, in the manner before required, in case the p::-s:;v:cos r.::,t~.:e
shall be found incorrect or in· case of absence of tne :.::,c:m::n:ss-io::ter& 
or for .any other reason that will be satisfactt•rv t,:i fae .:•~zimi;;~ 
sioners. ' · -

Commissioners may adjourn and revise: 

. Section 158. The commissioners or any one d tbe:, tee ,;.;1]::ers 
bein~ .ibsent, shall have. power to adjourn such hearing fr,;;m time 
to time, and they shall have power,' in their iliscreti(?n_ t,zr, revise 
;ind correct the . said assessment, and to confirm or se:: ;;;:::iiG.e fue 
same nnd proceed to make an assessment de nQvo, wi:h It':- .rith,m:rt 
ruiy further order from "the council; :and said assessm"'.:it, wbrn c:on
firnied shall be corrected to conform· to such confirmafa:;.J. aat shall' 
be final and co11c-1t1sive upon all parties interested iliet"em. !:.:t ap,-
pe::ling therefrom:.· · 

Prosedure ,After Confirmation: 

Section 159. \\then said rssessment is• confirmed ~t. t:'1'.,:ellier 
with ;i.ll nffidavits of publkation1 and prooi of sen-i.:e d n';;ti;:es, 
connect~d therewith, . shi\ll M 'dut:? certified to b\, .the -:ei•mm!Ssion
ers, an_d filed with aitd entered, in'";i, i)ot,k kept f;r tr:~t ~;:-"".,1se hv 
the clerk, who sfotU, forth\v1th,' t1htler:·tn~· 'tlirectfon' ,:,.f th~ :,,,-n<t'il 
rertify said assessments to· ttu.i 'huditor of'll'odd ft'o~t~ ffiii! ;; t.'li; 
t(easurer of 'the ·dt)•, :IS heretnaffer 'pro,~ddd. . ~ . 

't l • i \ I_ ~ ,,,_• ,. 

Re-Assessn:,.ent~ 
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like notice as herein required in ~elation to the first assessment and 
all parties in int.crest shall have like rigl1ts and the said commission
ers shall perform like' dufies and have like JJOwers iil relation to any 
subsequent determination, as are hereby given. in relation to the 
first assessment. Provided, however, that, jf the damages or bene
fits assessed "'to any parcel of ,fond sha!Lnot be appealed. from, or 
shall not have been set aside by the court; the said.· commiisioners 
in any subsequent assessment may omit such 'parcels of land as to 
which the first assessment shall 11ot• have been set aside Qr appealed 
from, or 011 which said assessment shall have J.ieen· paid: and as 
often as an assessment against any parcel of real estate •for any 
local improven1e11t, is set aside the same shall be re-assessed until 
said property shall have paid its proper proportionate share of ben
efits 11ccruing from said improvement ... Prov.ided, ,further, that no 
secoiid or other assessment for benefits can be made against .any 
parcel of frmd which the court shall adjudge is not .benefited by the 
improvement for which the assessment was attempted to be made,1 · 
or which the court shall adjudge .is. not su6Ject.to assessment. 

Appeal: 

Section r6r. Any par.ty interested in any prop.etty tal<en -or 
damaged in these proceedings, or any citizeu of.the i\ity, or the city, 
may appeal to the district,court of the county in wltich said{'.property 
is,,.situatecl from an awa\•d, o.r- assessment ·c:;r damages in 'tp,e' mani1Jr 
provided for hereinafter. 

DIVIStON II. • 1 . , •• 

'. - ' ·..I '" '"' ' ♦ t, ! ,, 
Where there can be no assessment for"benefits. 

· . . 1 !, 1 1 • • 

Procedure: . . 

Section 162. Whenever, in cases of ~ondeninatioi1'o'f' a1:1;,· sucl{ 
property set forth in sectioit r45 of this 'chapte't! wherJ: theil\ can be 
110 assessme~1t' for benefits all •of the actli: and'.prbc!eeding~ rrquire~ 
to be lrnd amt done in 'dlvision I of ·this ··ch'ap'ter;' i'n ''p'roceedings 
where there may be 111~ as~essmcnt 'for' bettefits, ·'shalf be 'had and re
quired in division n. h~rcof; ~;here there can oe:Jj~ ·ass~~N:ie~f}~r 
benefits, except that the commissioners ftrtlle' 1atter ·ca'se··sh:all 111 no 
event make any assessment £or· benefits\ A1fcr all tlic. provisi~ns of .. 
said division I, of this chapter, shall, so· far as affj>ti_c_able. appfy to 
and, .. be·•in.•for.ee hereunder in division II•hcfoof; to 'ct1ncle1nn property 
where there can be no assessment for benefits. " ' ' · 

... 

I • 
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Compensation of Commissioners: 

Section 163. Whenever any commissioners appointed under the 
provisi_ons o'f this chapter shall have confirmed. their assessments,; 
or their award, and certified and filed with the clerk such assess
ments and awards, -and all appeals have been disposed of, and they 
shall have fitrnlly completed their work as such commissioners the 
council shall pay them such reasonable compensation for their 'serv
ices as it may deem just, 

Effect of award: 

Section 164, Whenever an award of damages shall be made and' 
~onfirmed an1 not appealed from,. in any·· proceedings for the tak
mg of property under this chapter or whenever the court shall ren
?er ~nal iudgment in any appeal heret1rider, the rights of all parties 
m said matter sh~!} be finally fixed and determined thereby, and the 
same . sh.all constttu_te a lawful and sufficient coridemnation and ap
p_roprrnt1011 to public use of any property or rights specified in sec-
tlon 145 of this chapter, for • which · damages are so awarded and· 
every right, title and interest therein and thereto, and ever; Jien1 

th.ereon shall. be thereby divested an.d the city shall become vestecl 
with and entitled to :md become the owner of the property taken1 

and . condemned, absolutely, for all purposes except as to lands\ 
taken for street, alley or highway purposes, in which the city shall 
only ac<Jttire an easement for_ suc!J. purposes, And the city sh::ill be· 
bound to and shall, within one year of such final determination pay 
the 2mo11nt _of such·laward with lawful 'interest from the da~e of 
the final award or co~firmation thereof, or judgment of court as 
the .case may; be; and 1f not so paid, judgment therefor may be had' 
agamst the city. In caJ!e there shall be any doubt· ~s to h · • J d . · . " w o is en-
tit e . to such compensat10~ or damages or any part thereof, the· 
amou~: so av.:arded or m dou~t dr ln dispute shall be, by the 
counc:, ap~ro~rtated and set :ipart m the treasury for whoever shall 
estabhs~ his rights ~hereto by a P:oper judicial proceedfng and. the· 
productio1_1 of :>. certified cooy 'Of his 1·uogment and 1•n· 11 b f • . , a cases, e-or: payment of any such award, the owner of such property or the 

. claim~nt. <;?f_ • t~1e :award shall furnish . satisfac-tory e~ide~ce :to 'the• 
cotmcil of his rights to such award. 

Abandonment: 

S~ction 165 .. The City of S!aples may, by resolution of 'the· 
counc1_l, at any time before the confirmation by the commissioners. 
of their award of damages or benefits, or, in case of an appeal, within 
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twenty days after the final determination. tf1ei:eof1 abandon such 
proceedings and shall therei1pon pay the .cost thereof. 

Descriptions to be recorded: 

Section r66. Upon the completion of arty proceedings. t1nder this 
chapter for the acquisition of any property._ by the city, the council· 
shall cause an accurate description of the property so taken to ,be 
prepared, with a statement of the amount of damages, if any, 
awarded and paid or to be paid, to the former .mvner there~£ a~d 
cause its mayor and clerk to acknowledge the same for the city, 
and cause the same to be recorded in the office .of the regi§tei; of· 
deeds of the county in whi~h such property i§ situ.ated, arid it, is~ ,,,, 
hereby made the duty of such register 0£ deeds, upo~ being paid his . 
statutory fees, to record such statement in some appropriate book. · 
in his office, ancl such r-ecord or a duly certifie<l copy thereofr shall , 
be prima facie evidence that the City of Staples. is th-c 1.awfuLowner 
of such property. 

PART u; 
LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS, 

DIViS~ON I. 

Proceclure for making improvements; Grant of powers:' , 

Sei:tion 167, The City of Staples is hereby ,a;tl1orizetl. to ,.fill,· 
~xcavate, grade, level, pave, re-pave, cu~b, wall,. bri~ge, gravel, ma:
cadamize, sprinkle, plank, sweep qr light ariy sl_feet, avenue, faue, 
.alley -or highway, and keep the same in repair; also •• to fill, excavate, 
grade, improve, protect and ornament ~arty public '}iar_k,. square or 
ground; also to construct, improve or orn:im·en't:any,Pa_rlc, boulevard 

or grass plat; also to plant and p,::o,tect .shade and.or,namental tre~s 
along streets and avenues· ai~o to construct, lay, re-lay a11tl repair 
· · • ' · • d · • · for sur-sidewalks, sewers, retaining walls, gutters, dra111s. an, pipes . . · • 

face water and private drains in over or under any str~e!, lane, adl-
1 ' f .- d · n low Ian s 
ey or highway; also to abate nuisancesj also o · rai .. · "•·····• 

within the city when thev constitute a •nµisance,' and the who!e oi; a~!. 
• - . b •. · b'e t to the 

part of such expense of such improvement may' e, su .J c . • · · 
provisions hereinafter contained, defrayed bi?11 •~ssessm_ent ifi~: 
th.e real estate benefitecl thereby,, fa prop~rt10n to sue? b~n th~ 
without regard to valuation, to be determined and levied xn 
manner hereinafter provided. 
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And such cost may be pi1id. in equal annual installments-not 
less than three nor more than five-to be determined by resolution 
of the Council, pursuant· to notice duly given. Such installments 
shall bear interest at six per cent per annum, payable annually; 
provided, that any property owner affected thereby may at any 
time pay off any installments or the whole of such assessments with 
accrtted interest. 

Power to order improvements: 

Section ·168. The City Council shall have the same power to 
extend, open, grade, pave or otherwise improve any street, alley 
and highway in the city, which is conferred upon city councils by 
the provisions of chapter 382 of t1ie General Laws of :\Iinncsota for 
1903, :rnd said chapter is hereby' adopted and made a part of this 
charter as fully as though contained herein Yerbatim; but in case 

.of any discrepancy between the provisions of said law and this 
,charter relative to the givin6 of any notices, t:1e letting of contracts 
:for work, the 1':1aki1rg of assessments, for benefits and damage~ and 
-the taking of appeals therefrom,' or in any other particular. then 
the provisions of this charter shall govern, 

·,. 
:Exempt Property: 

Section ·169. The amounts which would otherwise be a,;~c~s:tbk· 
:against public property ot property exempt from assessment fo1• 
,improvement shall be paid c>ut of the permanent improvement fund. 

~Several Improv_ements: 

Sectiot1 170; 01ie or more oi such imprm·ements upon one 
or more streets may'be madi: ,at the same time, under one ,.wder, 
ahd in one ass·essment proceeclii1g, ancl. may, in that case, be in-

. dueled in one contract, but in such case the expense of ~ach im· ,. 
provement shall be separately ap~ortioned. and assessed ~tpqn the 
several parc'els of 1and benefited by such i111prove1J1e11t, in proportion , 
to such b~11efit. 

Application: 

Section 171, All applications. proceedings or propos1t1ons for any 
. improvement :iuthorized in section 167 of this chapter, sh,111 be- • 
'made to or emanate fr.om, the council. Any such application or 

p~tition made to tl1e council, shal~ be in writing, and if made h.r 
owners of property liable to be assessed therefor, shall state the 
place of residence of each signer and shall specify the real estate 

CHARTER O:F THE CtTY ©F S'tAPLES. 

o:wned by each signer, which he believes will be benefited by the i111-
proveine11t thereunder, and such petiti?n s~all be ver~fied by the ~ath 
of such signer, and shall be prima fac1e evidence of its own ge~ume• 
ness 2nd of the facts therein stated, ai1cl ·shall be ])reserved in the 
office of the clerk. The council shall investigate the,proposed im· 
provement" incl the cost of the same, : and whe.t~er t1:e requisit.e 
number of owners to be assessed therefor have Jomed ll1 the p~ti~ 
tion, and if it shall be determined that such i~provment or mo~1fi-_ 
cation thereof shall be necessary or proper; 1t shall by resolution,. 
declare its purpose to make said improvement, which reso!tttio? shall 
state the facts so far as applicable, required to be stated m said res• 
ohttion specified in section 147 of this chapter. Thereupon, , the 
clerk shall give like notice to that required in said s_ection I47; and 
all the provisions of said section shall, so far :as apph~able, apply to 
and govern the action of the council in this proceeclmg, 

Contract and Assessment: 

Section 172. When the counc11 s1ia11 ;iuthotfze any faiptovement 
described in section 167 of this chapter, it shall cause the wo!k. d:· 
scribed in said order to be let and dgne by contract, as i;1 t!1

18 

charter provided. 'Upon the making -of. such order a.n,~ thi e~tl; 
of such contract the council shrill, ther.eupon, or at a' Slt sequ 

. . ' . . who shall have the sante meetmg, appomt three conm11ss1oners . . 
qualifications and powers and qirnJify in the same manner autl p~r-• 

. . · nd proper th;it are pre-
form the same duties, so far as necessary .a ' · 
-scribed in section· 148 of thi.s chapter. . · . .. . . . ··so 

Said. commi'ssioners shall· proceed without delay ~o assess t 
much of :the amount necessary.to pay th(} cost of SUCh nnpro,vement 

. 
1 

. d. . • . . • f making such assessmen , 
as 1s assessab e, · mcl'u mg the e:xl?,ens,e O , . . t b fited 
as nearly •:ts· tltey cah ascertain· the same, ,?n th!? .Pt:.-OP!~ y enelt' ,,, 
th b 

. . . . ., . , 
1 

• be to the beneats resu 111., · 
ere y,,. m propbrtron, as' near y as. ipay . • 1 · h arcel 

thereto, but .. the comirtissiciners shall de~cr1be sepa~ate Y ,eac • P d 
,. ., .•. • • · · d· against the. same- an 

of prop>crty· assessed and· tl-ie ·amount assesse · · 'd 
. · h f O far as known to sm 

shall state the names ofthe owners t ereo , 5 .· - ·r' .• ~ ◄ ; 1 all 
commissioners. No mistake or omission in the owne 5 name s 

1 
• 

in any wise affect suc!1 assessment. . . . ~nt to be levied, 
When returnmg the amount of ,31sscssm d a if ariy 

the commissioners shall take irlto c6nsideration !ht am gte. b d. 111 ' 
- •· t •· and m case e a -

as well.~. the benefit to ·each· piece of prop;'. Yt,, . and aid to t1ie 
age ex·ceecl the benefit, the, same~shall be• allowed P · . 
owner all(f added to the total cost of the improvement 
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Railways: 

Section lj\J. When, in any ca&e, any portion of the cost and 
expense of making any. improvement lnentioned in section 167 of 
this chapter, shalt; by virtt~e ·of any · law or ordinance or by vi~tue 
of at!Y. contract, be cha_rgeahle upon any railway or stre.et railway 
compa11y, the amount so .chargeable i:irny be assessed against such 
property, and the balance only upon such real estate to be, bene
fited thereby; a1id the clty may collect the amcirmt so asesssed 
again~t. said. railway company by. distress and ~ale of personal prop
erty, 111 the manner provid-~d for by the general laws of this state 
in the , c3:se of. ta:.,,:es levied upon personal property, or by sttit 
brought to enforce the collection of any indebtedness; prnvided, 
howevet! that any real. est:ite belonging to such railway company 
and stibJect to ~ssessrnent ::nd d~emcd benefited by any such im~ 
proverttent, shall be assessed as in other cnses. 

Notices to be given: 

_ Section 174. Before proceeding to make an assessment for any 
1m,proveme11.t mentioned in s~id section 16i, s:dd con1missioners 
:shall give the notice prescribed in section 149 of this chapter and 
:all th~ pr?visions of said section 149, so far as applicable, 'shall 
;appl~ to and gcvern the acts and proceedings of .the commissioners 
~-Ppomtf:!4. (IQ.d a_cting under part III of this chapter, 

-~~1~)11 case o.f failure of s~id commissioners to serve 1_1otice, the 
1:>rov1siq11s .c,f sect_ion 150 of tl11s chapter, shall apply ·to and govern 
the acts nnd proceedlngs of said commissioners, and the council. 

Motice of Hearing. Objections and Confirmation: 

Sectio11 175. The com_ntlssioners .shiill· ,·iew tile J)remiscs, take 
evidenc~,: h,ear all par~ies .i1.1terested ,alld assess. the· benefits and in 
performing these duties, all the acts. a1icl proceeditJgs of the com~is~ 
sio11er..s shall be done u11der the !>rovisions :of sectio,rs 

1
,,.

1 1 
~

2 
ISJ 

d f I . ;:, ' :;, ' an 154 o ,t 11s chapter, 1111d all· ;tl1e provisibrts: of said sections so 
far :is 1applicab~;. shall ,be in force and ar:>ly, to the nets· of ~aid 
com:ni~si9nets. und.er t.:1is section, and, when S".dd assess11tent is 
co11firmed, it shall be final and• conclusive u1>011 all parties not lll>
pealing therefrom. 

Asse~smertts to be ce~tified: 

. Sectkn1 176. . When · said asse~smetit is so c~nfirmed it to
gether with all affidavits. of • publication ·and proofs of s:rvi~e of 
11otices connected .therewith, shall.be: duly certified by i:aid commis-
~icnncrs ~ <:I,-,• ,,.!th ""r! ~,.~~-~,I !'Jl " l)nnt. l. f 
!"==::;;-:,e&..,.....At:::'~'".:"' ... _"': .. .1>.aa~ - ... l-'.w-:1,),. a1:,12t. 2.c J;h;:t P.ll,,P.Q.1~ 

r 

i 
r,'. 

r f• 
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by the clerk, who shall forthwith, under. the direction of the coun
cil certify said assessment to the aud1to.r of Todd county, ~nd 
sn1d auditor shall at once extend said· as~essme1it}or ·collection 
against the several parcels of property cert~fied to . lum, upon the 
proper books i11 his office. . · , . . . . . .. 

Any such assessment and the. 111terest tfiereon, which sl~a11 not 
have been paid 011 or before the first _<lay of January, following, ~he 
return thereof, shall thereafter be. payable to the county treasi1~er 
as other taxes and assessments are payable, and shall beco~e del111-
quent and be subject to a like penalty as state. ~nd _coun:ty ta_xes, 
and said county tr.ensurer shall 1i~~ke. settlement with th~ city treas; 
ttrer for all collect1011s made by !mu on account thereof, 111 the saro 
manner as for other taxes levied· in the city, . 

Said clerk shall also make and tertify · a copy of said asse;s
ments to the treasurer of the city, whose duty it shall. be. t? rece_iv.e 
payment of all such assessments iinc1 interest, up to and mcludmg,_ 
the thirty-first clay of December, following, and sa.id ~ssessm;;:!: 
shall bear interest at the legal rate from the date of the_ fihng of . ·_ 
same with said clerk. . h • 

vVhen any such assessment is paid to the treasurer of t e city 
he shall give duplicate receipts therefor; oue of which shall be <!e
livered to the clerk, who shall thereupon mark upon his roll O,Pposite 

.. . d. "P 'd on the --day of the appropriate parcel of hmd the wor s at · . . f 
--", and on the first day of January, 'fo11owing, the cl~~k1 ~t;~ 
co111paring his roll wth the ·roll •in the office of tire treaSurer, . a 
certify to the county auditor all payn1ents' 111ade Ort accouftt ~t ~ulch 

. . . k 1 •s book opp.0s1te t 1e assessm~nt, and said auditor sh.811 mar. -On H : .•. · · ' " aid/' ;; 
appropriate parcel of land therem. described, the. WOl'<l • P 

1
.
1 

.
1
•
0

.
1
. 

. . • d · f the co ec 1 1 For the purpose of prov1d111g fonds. th a vance O · •. C .. - T-
of the money to be derived from •atty' such ;isscssmen'i:· tlie b <Yun~~. 
may from time to time issue certificate!; ·of inde.bted1ress to .

1
e ~fll.1

1
·
1 • • · · ,. t to t 1e tt out of the moneys to be collected fronr such assessmeti ' . . . 

amount thereof; and any money it! th.e .permanent iui~rovem,e
6

11t re-
. . . . . · . d . d nt snid cert1 ca.tes. volvmg fund shall be apphed, 1f re:qu1re to re .ee . • . . : t . ::the 
But such certificates · shall not ·exceed ,m tbe 41ggrega _e 'fr 

nmount of such assessment and 1:he total amount l;if such c:ect:1 .d- · 
, ' . · · F' ··t1tous~11 ~ates outsta1Jdi11g shall not at any tiqie etceed}wcnty·. :1:ve.l~d ed.t~. 

dollars and the faith and credit of the city are ,1rrevoca!>lt ~. · g _ ·~ 
the paynient of such ohligations. · 

Appeal to District Court: . . •. · , ~; . 
. . · , .. . . .. · r . · ... , · · · 'rtyi;assessed 

Sectioll' 177:: An;y person' interestcd<·m any.» p~ope . ;.: "t"''or 
1111 clct' this chapter for benefits resulting Jro!n-'a'!iy••i~rctir~men ' . .., 

. . . . .... , .-~ 
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any citizen 0£ the city, or the city, may appeal from s,1ch assess
ment t~ the district cou.rt of Todd county within thirty days after 
the date' of corifi~mati~n thereof, and such appeal is hereby declared 
to be the exclusive way in which said assessment ca11 in any wise be 
reviewed, moslified or 'annulletl, and this shall be construed to apply 
to all. appeals allo,ved ,by this chapter. . 

' .... , ..... - -

Procedure on• appeal: 

Section ;78:. Said appeal' ·shall be 111ade by serving a copy of 
riotice of appeal t\pm1 the clerk of the city, stating that the appellant 
appeals to the district court from said assessment, which notice shall 
contain !l description of the property so assessed, his interest in 
said avoeal and the objection ot the appellant to such assessment, 
and by -filing with the clerk of said court, within te11 days thereafter, 
said. notice of appeal with proof of se_rvice thereof. In case of an 
appeal it shall be the duty of the clerk of the city within ten days 
after· service ttr>on him, to prepare and deliver to the appellant a 
copy of the assessment roll as confirmed. It shall be necessary to 
inclt{de in such copy only those pages of said roll which are perti
nent to' the property involved in such appeal, which copy shall, 

'within fifteen days after the taking of such appeal, be filed by the
appellant in the office of tl1e, clerk of court to which the appeal is 

·ta\(en. . The district co;1rt, may, for · good <:ause shown, grant fur
ther time for filing such certified copies or may, when necessary, 
1·equi~e a further. return to be made. The cause shall be entered 
by stich. c1erk'1n the name of the person taking said appeal against 
the· city. as au ''appeal fro:t:n assessment," and it may be brought on 
for hearing' b~ either· party, 

Procedure .in court': 

Section 179: S1,tch appeal shall be tried by the court, 'without 
a jury; at a generql or Special term, without pleading, other than 
above ,stated; : UP,on, such -trial the appellant ·can lnurke 110 other 
objectio,9s to ,s:ii<l assessment than thbse stated in his notic'e of ap-" 

· peal, but the co~1rt may,. in its _discretion, permit such notice· fo be · 
amendecl in this respect, ,Jt arty, time. The court shall heatt such com-· 
petent evidence as may be offered by either party, and ·may revise:·• 
·correct, amend, reduce or confirm the assessment: a,?,.l?ealed fi:om

1
, Olj, :·~. ,• 

may order new assessments to be made as to tHe · property con
cerning which. such appeal i~ .taken, and, in that event, shall direct--' 
the ~ommissioners how to make such. re-a~sissment so as to avoid 
the errors complained of. 
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The court slrnll 11ot dismiss the appeal, .or co11firm or .;mnul the 
assessment, Oil the ground that only a portion of the asses·sment 'roll ' .. ;,,,' 
has been returned; but either party may 111troduee _the whcile ot 
said roll in evidence, and the sam~ shall, iii all ~ases, whether 011 s:iid 
appeal or otherwise, and in all courts, be prima facie evidence of the , . 
validity of all proceedings ttp to and including the con.firrriatit,n of · 
the assessment. · , . ... ·. · • · 

Disbursements, but no costs mayj in the discretion of ti-ie''.c,;{hf ' 
he nllowecl upon such appeal as in other civil cases,, .but any jµdg-~ , , 
ment entered therefor against said city shall be a4separate judp11~e,1f 
and paid out of the general fund of the city. UP.on tlie determi11;1.,. .,. , 
tion of said appeal by the district court, either pdrty n;ilY ,appeal t~ · 
the supreme court of the state. · ~ ·· · · · · 

Re-Assessment: 

Section l8o. The cofnmissio11ers 111i}y re-assess· any· pare~! of 
land for bc11efits for local improvements when ·deemed neces:l8J'Y 11nd 
proper by them, and in such case all the provisions of section 159 -cf 
this chapter, so far as applicable, shall apply to a1:1d

1
goyer11 JJJ.c, ;t~ls 

and proceedings of said commissioners. · · · 
And said. commissioners, are hereby authorized, -in their 'diJcre• il 

tion, to levy. an additional• assessment upon parcels . of land' be1te~·. . ' 
fited by such local improvement , in· nil cases vlhere if ·shall lie .... 
f 1 . ' . . - • 
ounu that the actttal cost of making said, improvemc1\t hps. e~-," • •,,•. 1 ' 

cecded the tot.:il amount of benenes"already assessed,: and, in _such .. 
case, such additional assessment .shall be for such a.ddition:il "costl'• 
and, in sucl< c:is~, like notice shall 1:;i given and similat--"proceedihgs'>, ,,; · 1 

had in all respect_s, as in making said brigiilal ,asscssinents.• '·. · · ... :· "· 
' $ ._ t I~• o - • ~ 

When Assessment a Lien.: _, , _ '' -"' . _,, ·. , .. 

' Sec. 181. From and •after the: date ,of· the "COrtfirrnaticm of the 
assess~ent, as provided for in this· -cha'Pter, ·such assessment shall.· 
be a hen on all. property affected thereby, ·' • · · "· 
Deduction for .Prompt Payment: . . 

Sec. 182 .• A deduction of five -ner -cent. shall be allowed on all• 
assessments paid before the. lapse, of time; for the .,ppeal herein-
before Provided for. . , . 

• Assessments Already Levied:. 

. Sec. 183. The foregoing provisions shall not affect 'the collec
t1011 of assessments already made. 
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Omission of Assessment- on Corner Lots: 

Sec. 184: The council may, in its discretion, in case of any 
comer lot when one frontage of such lot has been fully asse.ssed 
for laying any water main s..-re -..., in case like improvement is 
to be made along the street on the either frontage of such lot, omit 
thr assessment for such new improvement on such lot to an extent, 
not exceeding a frontage of fifty feet of any such lot as it may 
deem just; bttt the discretion of the council in such matters shall 
be final, 2nd the refusal or failutc of the council to mak~ such 
rui-tission shall not be ground for setting· aside such assessment in 

. any C01.trt ·or proceeding. 

PART III. 

Making cif Improvements. 

Division 1. 

Pro*isions 'of Chapter X to Apply: 

. Sec. :i;85. E:xcept as hcrei.n otherwise provided, the provisions. 
of chapter X, of this charter, shall apply to contracts mentioned!. 
in this chapter, in like manner as to other contracts of the city. 

· Pla~s, Profiles and Specifications to be Made: 

. Sec. ,86. Whenever any public improvement shall be ordered 
to be let for which an assessment is to be· made, ·as aforesaid, the 
council shall cause a plan or profile of the work proposed, together 
with the svecifications for the doing of the same, to be prepared, 
which sh::ill be deposited with the clerk, and kept by him at all 
times open for the public inspection. If the permanent improve
ment revolving fund shall contain sufficient funds together with 
the amount of certificntes of indebtedness already issued or to be
issued, as authorized by Section 176 of this· charter, and not needed 
for any other purpose, to pay the :estimated cost of the propos~~ . 
improvement, in addition to the cost of. all other improvements 
then ttnder construction or contract, but not otherwise, the council 
shall, after the making and filing ·.of ·said plans, profiles and speci
fications, ca\tse proposals for. doing such work to be advertised for. 
Provided, titis shall not apply to street sprinkling, cleaning or build
ing sidewalj{s. 
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Right to Suspend Work: 

Sec. 187. The right shall be reserved i11 said contract, to tl1e 
eugineer with the consent of the coullcil, or to the council, in cas.e 

· of im::,roper construction, to suspend the work at .any tizhe:.or:to 
order the entire re-constructio11 of the same if improperly done. : 

Estimates: 

Sec. 188. In the course of foe .proper performai1ce of a con
tract, the council may; from time· to time, not oftener than , onr_e 
a -mouth, as the work progresses, allow to the coutraclor estilJlates 
of the amounts already earned, less fifteen per cent thereof,. which, 
wh<:n ordered by the council, shall entitle said contractor to re
ceive the amount so allowed out of the money applicable tq t/re 
pay~e11t of such work. When the· whole wo~k ltas been ·.com
pleted by such contractor, to the satisfactioit of the couricil, the 
bafance due may he audited and ailowed by the co1111ciI, on a 
final estimate by the council and shall be payable out of the moneys 
applicable to the payment of such work. 

Guaranty of Duration: 

Sec. 189. Whenever necessary:, o,r advi$ab1!!, tu ca.se. _o{ £Wl~ 
tracts for permanent improvements, the contract may provide tha 
the city shall reserve upon the complcticm of· the· Work; ·suclT 'sum 
and t1po11 such conditions and fo1~; such length of< time as the sped
fications shall specify, as a guarantee for the duration of the ,vork 
performed under such contract. 

Council to Complete Work: 
·- ¥ .. - "-' 

Sec. igo. If in the opinion of·the ·council aiiy·work i,mqet i:?n~ 
• . e its completion tract does not progress each month so as to ensur · .· 

1 
within the time named in the contract,~ the council shall have ~~f'tJ 
to furnish and use men and materials to complete Hie wor f1\

1 charge the expense the1·eof to the contractor; and the aame ~ ia 
be deducted from any money due or to •become due suclt copt:actQ:t' 

, . • I · s bon4 m a su1 or may be collected from him or the· sureties- on . 11 

l>y the city. 

Property Owners May Construct Streets: I 
S · 11 d -to construct streets, ec, 191. Property owners shaH be a o. we · .h • · n 

• d · • , · ti rough t e1r ow .in other public 1111provements unon, along, 0. r .. 1 
1
. . i. , 

• · d pon. sue 1 tcnn" Property at their own cxvense, in such c_ases all u · 
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and under 'such regulat:ons as the council 1nay prescribe, from time 
to time, by ordinance. 

Plam; and Specifications: 

PART IV. 

Sidewalks. 

· . Sec. 19"2. The council shall . by resolution adopt and cause to 
be filed. for inspectio11 in the office of the clerk, general plans and 
specifications to apply to mid govern the building, re-laying and 
repairing of all sidewalks in th.e city. 

From time to time in e~ch year, the council shall cause in
vitations for bids to be published in the official paper in the same 
manner and for the same length of time as is required in the case 
oi ~th.er pubiic improvements, for building, laying and repairing all 
sidewalks thnt may be ordered by the coitncil during the calendar 
year. The bids therefor shall be received and opened. contract let, 
and bond .given in the s'a1~e maimer provided in this chapter for 
other public improvements, 

Grant of Powers, Duties of Owners: 

Sec .. 193. The city shall have the right to cause to be constructed 
sidewalks along any of the public streets ~nd highways of said city 

,,. __ that. it ml!-y deem necessary, and cause the same to be re-laid, re
paired or removed when necessary, and it is hereby made the duty 
of all owners of land adjoining any street or highway in the city 
to constritct, re-lay, repair o:r remove siich sidewalk alcing the side 
of the street .or highway next to th~ land of such owners respectively 
as may have been heretofore constructed or as shall hereafter be 
constructed or directed by the council to be built and the same 
•Shall be constructed of such material and· width ,and according to 
-the plans and specificatio1~s adopted by the council therefor. 

How Ordered: 
. . . . 

Sec. 194. ·whenever the council shall deem it necessary that any 
sidewalk in the city shall be built or re-laid, it shall, by resolution, 
direct such building or re0 laying, according,~'l:o··the•r,lani·~arid speci-
fications, adopted therefor. . . , ,. 

P.ersonal notice by the publication o( si;ch resolution o.nce in 
the officiaL paper shall be sufficient notice to the .owners of, tj1e lands 
along which si.tch sidewalk is to be _built, to construct the same 
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and unless such owners shall each, along his· respective land, con-
struct and fully complete such sidewalk within thirty days . after the 
publication of such resolutioi1 or tfie service thereof ·ui,01{'{1im•'~s 
aforesaid, the council ·shall forthwith proceed to buiid .. or r~-Ia/'th~ 
same under contract as 11ereinhdore provided, tti1cl"er Hthe direcii~11 
of the street commissioher,· \vho 'shall at once '1'fo ~ittt tl-ie cler'li: 
l1is report of such work. · · , ' .,,: '. '' '' · · · · 

Withi;1 ten days after the filiitg of said report .tt'{ ;nayor;_'. a;i.~ 
clerk, actmg as commissioners therefor, shall 'ascertaii-i the cx~e!J~e 
of such ~ttilding or re-laying and assess and levy s~t~ expense :11PP11 
and agamst each lot and parcel of Janel upon which such side,v.atk 
shall front, in· accordance with the pfovisions herein made. · 

Repair of Sidewalk: 

Sec. lQS. If the owner of any lot or parcel oq~nd 11hall .f:uffer 
any sidewalk along the same to become broken, rotten or .out, of 
repair it shall be the duty of the street commissioner to immediately 
repair the same in a good; substantial and finn manner and r~1jort 
to the ·council the cost of such repairs, i11 each ca·se, witt1· a descrip~ 
tion of the lot or parcel of ia11d abutting' upon· the si?ewalk on 
which r•u:h repairs are made and such reoort shall · be cardully 
filed and vreserYed by the clerk, and it sh;ll be the duty of said 
commissioners to assess the cost and expe1ise of malting such repairs 
against said lots, as above provided. 

In case any such sidewalk sh·atl become so out of repair as. to 
be dangerotts and cannot be made safe without bel~g rebuilt, and 
there are no funds to pay the expense of such rebuilding, it 'shall be 
the duty of the street -comtnissiotter to' remove t1le· same entirely, 
.and the expense of sttch removal shall be added· to the cost of 're
building, when the san;e shall be rebuilt, anc1 · sliall be · collected 

, with the assessment for such rebt\ilding. 

Notice. of Confi,mation of Assessment~ 

. ~cc. 196. In the month of September, of ea~h y~ar,. sai~. co111- · 
miss.toners shall give ten clays' notice by one pubhcabot~ m th_e 
-Official paper to the effect that at· a time and place therem speci
fied, not later than the first clay of October following, the assess
ment for sidewalks theretofore made by thcnt will be confirmed 
~ml~ss sufficient cause be shown to the contrary. and that ob
Jections to any particular assessment must be filed, one day be
fore the time specified in said notice with the clerk, · . · 

At the time and nlace specified ~aid cotllmissioners shall meet 
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.and sliaH proceed to the hearing thereof and shall have the sam<.
·power to revise, correct, collfirm or set aside such assessments or 
to proceed de- novo as commissioners have in case of other assess
mehts under this charter, and said assessment when· confirmed shall 
be :final and conclusive unless appealed from· as in this chapter. pro
vided, and said .assessment shall be by said commissioners combined 

· fo one assesst11ent roll and certified to said clerk, who shall under 
• -the direction of the council •and on or before. the tenth day of 

October, certi£y the same to· the auditor of Todd County to be 
collected in the same manner as other assessments made ttnder this 
chapter. 

Collection of Assessments: 

Sec, 197: The treasurer of the city shall receive payment of all 
~. such· assessment up· to and including ,December thirty-first follow

ittg, and all the provisions of· section 176, of this chapter, shall, 
so·~far as appHcable, apply to and govern the acts and proceedings 
qf, all. ,officers r-elative. to ·the collection of the assessments herein 
.provided for. 

.. 
,o\'iers: 

PA~TV. 

_Sprinkling. 

Sec. i~:,' '11l{e co_tj1foil' §h[all Iiav-e power throughout the city or 
"irt . st1ch disfri~ts as _ if shal.1 1esignp,te, to sprinkle th~ streets, high-

- . ways and ·public places of said. dty and to assess the whole or any 
part of the cosf of the same upon adjacent property, and suclt 
power may be exercised by the Council either upon its own motion, 
or upon petition of the prpperty_ owners, as hereinafter provided. 

Petition for Same: 

Sec, 199. Whenever a majority of the property owners represent~ 
ing at least :fifty per cent. of the frontage of the abutting real property 
to be assessed shall petition the council to have any street, high
way or pttblic place or any portion tliereof in said city, sprinkled. 
and to have the cost thereof or S1Jch portion of such cost as shall 
not be a charge upon the city at large assessed against such abutting 
property the council shall pro~eed to consider,-investiga'te and act upon 
the said petition and decid~ whe~I1er such sprinkling is necessary 
and proper. The council shall give ten days' notice by one pub-
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lication in the ·official paper that Such petiti611 bas been pr.esei1ted 
and at a time and place therein stated said matter -will be considered 
and that all persons b1terested may then anti there appear •·and be 
heard. If upon such hearing, · or if at' ,\1ly' time upon J:ts• own 
motion, the council shall determine that said sprink!in•g is necessary 
and proper, it shall declare the· same b)' resolution an!{· proc-etjd to 
cause said work· to be .,<lone by co1ttract''for th_e-;t:alendar year tYnder 
the provisions of ·chapter IO of this charter, and such ·regttlations 
as the .council may establish therefur. 

The mayor and clerk, acting as 'commissioners for that purpose, 
shall assess the cost thereof by an equal rate per fro11t f&or of the 
parcels of land abutting upon the st_reet or highwaye sprinkled, within 
ten days after the letting of said contract, ii'ncf said commissioners 
shall confirm their assessment at the time -and in the same manner 
re.quired in section 196, of this chapter, and all the· provisions. of 
said section, shall, so far as applicable, applyJo a.ud•gc;rv'!:r11 th.e•acts'.and 
proceedings of commissioners under this section, and. all the pro.
visions of sectioll 197 of this chapter· relating·to the assessment• and 
collection of the assessments shall apply to and irovern••the •acts 
:mcl proceedings of the officers relating to th-e -collection of .the assess~ 
ment herein r>rovided for. Tl1e levy above provided for shall be 
mad~ annually until the council shall receive a petition signed by 
the owners of more_ than fifty J?Cr _ cent. of the frontage of tUe pr-0p'
c.rty to be assessed, reqitesting _ tliat said improvement he discon
!11med, and the council shall thereupon consider said ·petition •abd if 
It shall determine that it is advisable and proper Jo cliscoptinue the 
same it shall make an order to that•~tfect• b~t if s:lid levy .was, made 
Upon th~ motion of the. C(jnncil; withot;t q1,:tion -by ,the pr<Jl?ei'fy 
owners, it may disco11tin11e sail levy . .at any time, 

Compensation: 

Sec. 200. Th · · · , ,, · ts I·V: and 'tr e comnussioners re:erreu to m par . , • • v, 
shaU serve without compensation. ,,, 

. PART VI. 

Sewers. 
Powers: 

Section 2or. The city cotiiicil shafl . irnv~ tfie· i'>o.wer, . upo;i its 
~wn motion, to lay, relay, . enla'rge, extend; or lmpro;ve any sewer 
hrottgh any street or alley in the citr, 
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Condemnation of Private· Property: 

Sec. 202. Whenever in th.e enlargement or extension of sewers 
it shall, in the judgment of the city cou11cil, be necessary to take 
any private property, the city cou11cil shall have powet• to take 
and acquire the same by purchase or by condemnation in the 
manner provided for in chapter twelve of this chai-ter, and in 
cas.es of co11de111nation, title in fee to the property acquired shal,l 
vest in the city. 

Assessment of Cost: 

Sec. 203. The city council shall, when it deems it necessary 
to. lay, relay, or extend any sewer through a11y street or alley, levy 
and assess and collect the cost thereof, not exceeding the esti
mated cost of sewers twelve -inches in diameter, including all neces
sary' catch basins, manholes, dumpholes and flushing valves, by a special 
assessment upon ·the ptoperty, upon both sides of the street, abutting, 
upon such it11provemeut, for an eq!Jal sum _per front foot. 

·A sewer of twelve inches in diameter is hereby declared to be 
an ordinary sewer, within the mcaniug of this charter for d1·aining 
of abuttit1g property. 

S~c. 204 •• The cost not provided for by such assessment, in
cluding the cost of larger or main sewer and constructing the sa~~ 
ac~oss streets and n-gainst property by law exempt from taxation, 
shall ·be paid out of the permanent improvement fund. 

' Branch Sewers: 

_Sec, 205. The city council may at any time regttlate and con
trol tl1e t:me and manner of laying and constructing by private 
parties branch pipes and· sewers leading from main lines 0 £ the 
water miih1s and sewers, and Qf making co11ne·ctions with mai11 lines 
and. branch 1it1es, both private and public. The city counci[ may, 
whe11ever it ·shall dee111 it necessary to lay pr construct branch pipes 
or sewers, in order· in future to prevent tearing up streets, or for 
any other reason, determine in. the case of each main line or of any 
specified portion of a main line, the location, manner and con
structfon of such branch 1ine, providing in its discretio11 · one or more 
for e~ch lot or parcel of land or one (I) for two (2) or more 
adjoining lots or parcels of land; may require a competent engineer 
to make surveys, plat and profile showing the same, which when 
:3.pproved and aqoptccl, shall ,thereafter be preseryed in the office 
of the city clerk, and may thereupon, whether such main line lias 

,., 

·.-~t 
,_,if:4 
,~~d' 

·•.1#1., 
•:-. .. 

-~111'· 
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been constructed, or is in process of co11sttttctio11, forthwith lay and 
construct all such branch pipes arid sewers nbt already constructed 
by _prh·ate parties interested, from a connection with the main lines 
to the line of the street, and ,vJ1ene\1er the' city ~ouncit co11structs 
such branch pipes and sewers it slrall asse,;s the ·whole cost of each 
upon the lot or parcel of land to which it rttns regardless of the valu-
ation o"r1rontage. , · 

But in case one_ branch is to sen·e tw6 or more lots or parcels 
of knd, then it shall rssess the whole cost of the same, upon all 
the lots or parcels of land to be served, at an equal sum per front 
foot without regard to the value thereof. • 

The cost of such branches shall be assessed amt collected in 
advance of thei1· construction as in case of othet ii:nprovement, al1!1 
the cost:1 shall be estimated a:nd fixed in maiiner substa11tfally like 
the way pointed out in this chapter for· other improvcnients', 
· The city council may, however, fn case it constructs any branch 
at the same time that it constructs 11 main line, assess in t11\\ manner 
above indicated the whole cost thereof and add the same to and 
include it with the assessment ·for the main iiue; 

Reduction of As~essments in Certain Cases,: 

Sec. 206. The city council sh:111 in case where any lot front
ing on two streets has been previously assessed and the assessment 
paid for laying sewer pipes - ;;;,l!oe@ xmcius trpon a different street 
from the one through which the p1·oposed ir.,provement is Jo qe ex
t~ndcd, deduct from the ?ssessment ag1dnst st:ch )ot ,such por
tion thereof as shall cc•ual the .tmotUit paid · upon the-. 
f?rmer assessment, and ;,);all Jevx such asscss:11ent for the 
difference only, if any there '"be, · Whet1c,;er· · a sewer shall 
be ordered alc5ng both sides· of a· 'cot-ner lot and an 
assessment levied ther~for as 011e l_rnprovcment, such· assessri1eht 
shall be levied only fot the differeilce betwt!eu.the total fro.1itttge :.ind 
that of the shorter side; pro-vicl'ed, however, ·ellllt 'no sticf! assess
ment shall be credited with a· larger redt1ctio11 than fifty feet of 
the frontage of said lot. · 

Sec. 207. The city council shall have power·at any time to cre
ate sewer districts and to change, diminish or enlarge the boundaries 
thereof from time to time in the niauner provided by chapter 312 of 
the Generul Laws of 1Iinnesota for 1903 am! for that rntrpose said 
~hapter 312 of the General Laws of Minnesota for 1903, where· not 
mconsistent with the other provisiotls of this charter, is hereby 
adopted ;!J1cl made a part of this charter as fully ·as though con~ 
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tained herein verbatim; but the method of procedure for making the 
plans, specifications and estimates for said sewers and for letting 
the contract £or the construction of the same, and for determining 
thesatnountc of assessments against the property to be assessed for 
said work, aud for appealing from said assessments, shall he the 
.same as are provided in this charter for making other local im
. provements. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Actions and Evidence. 

Limitations of Actions, Notice to City: 

Sec. 208. No action shall be maintained against the city on ac
count of injuries received in auy manner whatever to persons or 
property by means of any defect in the condition of any bridge, 
street, sidewalk or thoroughfare, unless such action be commenced 
within six months from the 1'eceiving or 11appening of the injury, 
nor ttuless 11otice shall have been given in writing to the mayor or 
to the clerk within thirty days after the receiving or occurrence 
of said injury, stating the time when and the place where the same 
was received or suffered, a11d that the person injured wfll claim dam-· 
ages of the city for such injury; but the notice shall not be required 
when the person injured shall in consequence theteof be bcteft of 
reason. 

Adverse Possession: 

Sec. :::9. No right, title, estate or, casement of the city in or to 
a4y ptoperty shall be lost by any adverse possession or oceupa11cy 
and no statute of limitation shall run or operate as against the city 
in favor of any petson or _persons occupying :my of the rmhlic or 
platted streets or public or platted grounds, parks, park-ways or 
boulevards of the city, whether any such streets, or grounds or 
any such property shall be improved or not. 

Obstructions, Etc., in Streets: 

Sec.· 2zo. If any person or company shall place or lea:vc any 
'obstruction or make any excavatio11 or opening, or cause any defect 
in any street, road, alley, public ground in the city, or leave any 
obstruction, excavation, openi11g or defect, unguarded or without 
proper protection, such person or company shall be liable to any 

.. 
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person injured in person or property without his fault,- because of 
any such obstruction, excavation, opening or defect, And ht case 
any judgment shall be recovered in .any action against the city for 
any injury caused by such obstruction, excavation, opening or defect, 
the city shall have the right ·to recover the amount of ;my such 
judgment frOJti the person or company placing or .leaving s11ch ob
struction, making such excavation or opening or causing such defect. 

Process Against the City: 

Sec. 211. Service of summons, process or l)otice in any action or 
proceeding against the city mny be had by leaving a copy- thereof 
with the mayor or clerk. 

Disqualifications: 

Sec. 212. No judge, justice o{ the peace, or juror shall be incom
petent or disqtmlificd to act as such by reason of his oeing an 
inlu1bitant or tax payer of ·the city, in any actjon or 'proceeding in <.:;. 
which the city shall be a party in interest. ' 

Security, Appeal: 

Sec. 213. The city shall not be required in taking an appe:d 
or in suing out any writ or process, in or . about any action or 
proceeding, to enter into any bond or undertaking, or to give any 
security whatever. · -

Any st:1y allowed by law, or ordered by the court, in favor of 
the city shall take effect without the giving of any such ,hond or 
security. 

JuJgment Against the City: 

Sec. 214, Whenever any final judgment shall be rendered against 
the city, said judgment shall be paid or enforced in the manner pro• 
,·ided by the general laws of the state for the payment and en
forcement of judgments agaiilst cities. 

\'hrrantG: 

· Sec, 215. In all prosecutions for the violation of the provisions 
of this charter, cir the ordinances· of the city, the first process shall 
he by warrant, which shall run in the name of. the city of 'Staples; 
pro\'i<le<l, that no warrant shall be necessary in the case. ~f an. arre~t 
of any person while in the act of violating any prov1s1on of th1s 
charter or ordinance 0£ the city; and the person o,: persons so ~rrested 
shall he proceeded against, bound over, ttied, convteted and pu111shed or 
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discharged in the same man11er ·as· if the arrest had been made by 

warrant. 

Affidavits of Publication: 
Sec:. 216: Tl.).e proprietor of the •official paper, shall immediately 

after the publication of any notice, ordinance, resolution, or proceed
ing of the council, or of any other 111atter which is required by 
any provision o~ this charter. file with the clerk a copy of sucl1 
publication; and such affidavit shall be prima facie evidence of the 
publication, and no account or cfaiin · for any· publication whatever, 
shall be allowed or adjusted by the clerk, or warrant issued by the 
council, until such affidavit shall have been filed with the clerk. 

Verification of Claim: 
Sec. 217. Before any account, claim or demand against the city 

for any services, property or material, £or which the city shall. be 
liable, shall be audited or allowed by any board, person or persons au-. ' 
thorized by this charter to audit or allow the same, the person in. whose 
favor such claim shall be, or his agent having personal knowl
edge of the £acts, shall reduce the same to writing in items and 
shail verify the same as claims are 'required to be veti'Jied by section 
438, of the Revised Laws of Minnesota for the. year 1905; pro-:jded, 
that the provisions of this section shall not apply to any 1,laim or 
demand £or the salary 6f any city official or regular employee tl.iuler 
any department of the city government pr for any .,claim or de
mand of al1y contractor under any contract by him secured by 
bond to the city as provided in this chartet-. 

Penalties: 
Sec. 218. Any member of any boa·rd or any persotl••or persons 

authorized· by this charter ·to audit or allow. any• account, claint or·-, 
demand against the city, or any department thereof, who shall audit 
or allow any such account, claim or cleniand which does not con
form to the requirements of the preceding section, shall be deemeu 
guilty of•a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by a fine of n'ot less 
than twe1ity-:fi.ve"' dollars , nor , more than five 11nndred d-o11l).rs, or 
by impris'onment in tire coun.ty jail for .a period of. not less than 
six month~, or by both such..(ine and ,imprisonment. 

!' ' 
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Franchises. 

Ordinances, Granting Franchise:,,, c 

Sec. 219. Every ordinance by wh.ich ,t~~ council sha11 P.ropose 
to grant any franchise shall contain_ all the terms and cortdhions of 
the franchise to be grantecl, and it shaU be a. feature of every fran-; .7 

chise so granted, that the maximum price, for the service or. charge 
shall be stated in the gra11t thereof,. and. before a11y such ordinance 
shall be iii force it sliall be submitted to the qualified v9ters of tlie 
city at some general or special election .in the manner that oth~r . • 
ordinances are submittod under the provisions of section 66 of this, 

charter. ·. 
But no perpetttal franchise . or priv,ilege shall ever be _gratl~?d~ , 

nor shall any exclusive franchise or privilege be granted •to any 
person, .company or corporation lit MY time, for any term what-

ever. · · 
Sec. 220. The person, firm}. or corporation desiring any franchise; 

right or priviJeae shall make written application., there~or, and ~le 
"' ' · .. · . · · h' · • h• . priv-

such application together with the form oLfranc 1-1e..:fJ,it ~. or .. 
ilege desired with the city clerk, And such person, ;firm oi' c:or• 
poration shall .i.t the same time deposjt wit~ t~e city clerk tti~ 
stun of fifty dollars to cover the cost of pub!Icatiort 0f. 5

ttch app · 
cation and form of franchise, right or privileg~, and notice, On ~uc; 
application and form beh)g so filed and such fifty dollars depo: te d 
the city clerk .shall cat1se said application and form to bf putsh; 
twice in the official paper•Of the fity, togep1et wi~h il, notice u:t tt: 
same will be sub111itted to the city council of said city at a/ gu: 
meeting of said council to be held 11ot Jess than teu days a ter, t : 
second publication thereof· which time a~d place shal! b:-/!at~ 
in such notice. The cost' of sttch pi1blicatiqn shall. be_ pat ro~d 

\ 
. . · 1 . 'f ny .returned to sat 

t 1e said money deposited and the ba m1ce; 1 a • ·. · d ·· ' · · · • · uncil state m 
applicant, At the regular meeting of said. city co, . . ' .1 f 
such notice, such application shall be submitted to the city co:mct 

0 

said city. . · , d th .. t. •· 
1 1i· · grante a 

Sec. 221. It shall be 1)rovided in every ranc ise . d 
the cotmcil of said city shall hare and possess full /o.w~r ai 
authority at all times to regulate t11e rate.s ;ind .. charges 

0
d~ ev·e· ry fpu ,.,.-. . t' un er any ra .. • 

he service and utili~y concern in said city.· operapig . • .1 to 
l · · ·1 · • nd to require t 1e same 

c 11se or pnv1 ege granted by said city, .a . • . · . t 11 fme's· a11d 
he made and kept 011 a fair, reasonable artd just basis a a 

1 
' 
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to that end the city council may and shall have and, possess full 
power and a\\thority to make and enact all needful ordinances, rules 
and regulations that may be requisite and necessary to give full 
force to the provisions hereof. 

License :F~e: 

Sec. 222. AU public franchises and privileges granted to nny per
son, company or corporation in any of the streets or public places 
in said city, shall be subject to and conditional upon the payment 
of an annual license fee to the city of Staples, as a consideration for 
the granting of such franchise or privilege, based upon the gros~ 
earnings of such person, company or corporation obtaining such 
franchise or privilege, The city council may by ordinance determine 
the amount of said license or tax and the method of its collection, 
but the amount thereof shall not be less than one per cent per 
annum of the gross earnings of the grantee of said franchise. 

Any person, company or corporation failing, neglecting or re-
, fusing to pay said license fee withfo the time and in the manner 
prescribed by said city council, shall forfeit the franchise or priv
ilege granted, and shall not be entitled to have the same reinstated 
by the mere payment of ·such fees, but must, in order to again obtain 
such franchise, make a new application therefor in the same manner 
ancl sul:>ject to the same provisions as if no franchise had been pre
vfously granted. 

Sec. 223. Evei:y corporation or Person exercising any franchise 
in the city of Staples shall file an11ually on the first Monday in Feb
ruary, in the office of the ,clerk a statement subscribed and sworn 
to by some officer of such c9rporation or person who knows the facts, 
setting forth in detail for the preceding calendar year, the then actual 
cost of. the plant or business operated by such party, the actual iti
cumbrance, debts and obligations thereon, if any, the amount of stock 
issued, and to whom, the gross earnings, the expenses and the net 
income, and the amottnt of stock of any such corporation. Said 
statement _shall be open to puoiic inspection,· and if the owner of any 
such franchise refuses or neglects to file st1ch report as herein pro
vided, the council may proceed by ordinance to cancel and revoke 
Sttch franchise, 

Sec. 224. Said city shall have the right, and the same is hereby 
expressly reserved to said city, 'tO purchase the property of any 
person, company or corpration operating and doing business in said 
city under a franchise or privilege granted by said city, at the end 
of five years from the granting of such franchise or privilege, and 

(h 
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at the end of each succeecling term and period of five years there
after, by paying to the owner therof the reasonable value of the 
property employed in and conne()ted with· s,uch business, aud wit11-
01tt paying or making any allowance for the franchise privilege. 

Such value, ~mless the same is agreed upoi;i between the city and 
owner, shall be ascertained and. detrmined by condemnation pr.oceed

~ngs . c?nducted in the manner prescribed in this charter for acquir
ing private property for public use, 

Charter to be a Part of Franchise: 

Sec; 225. 'rhe acceptance of a franchise or privilege from said 
.city by any person, company or corporation shall be an acceptance 
of all the provisions of this charter, whether the same ate specifically· 
referred to or not, and all the provisions hereof shall constitute· and 
be a part of such franchise or privilege without arty express refer
ence being made thereto. 

Term <'Franchise'' Defined; 

Sec. 226. The term 'Franchise' w:henever the same is used or 
employed in this charter shall mean special privileges conferred by 
the city upon an individual, company or corporatfon, which do not 
belong; to the citizens of the cotintry generally of the common 
right. 

CHAPTER XV. 

Miscellaneo~s Prqvislons;. 
Additional Duties: 

Sec. 227. The council may, at any time, require other and further 
duties to be performed by any officer, whose duties are prescribed 
in this charter; provided that such other and further duties are not 
,inconsistent with this charter. 

Public Improvements, 

Sec, 228. When the council shall determine to make any public 
improvement, which it has authority to make under this charter, 
and no specific procedure is iri this charter provided ther#or, the 
council may proceed to condemn prop,erty and to award dama$'es, 
and in proper cases, to assess· benefits, according to any method, 
of procedu!'e prescribed in this charter1 applicable thereto. 
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Inspection of Books: 

Sec. 229; All records, books and papers ·pertaining to the bus!• 
riess of the city or any board or department thereof, slrnll be public 
and open to the inspection of any citizen of said city at all reason-
able times and places. · · 

J 
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The foregoing is a draft of. the propose~ charter of the Cil:y. 
of Staples, Todd County, Minnesota,, framed and .adopted by th.e 
commission appointed by the Judges of the Disttict Cou:rt .of the 
Seventh Judicial District of the State. of Minnesota, under and pur
suant to section thirty-six (36),: article.four (4), of the (;o~stitution · 
of the State of Minnesota, as amellded by that c~rtafo amertdment, 
propo$ed by the Legislature :ot the State of Minnesota,. in . a11 act 
of said Legislature known a.s chapter two hundred and eighty (280) 
of the General Laws of Minnesota. for· 18971 and duly. adopted !J.t t!Je 
General election of said State in .the year of r898; aiid section seven 
hundred forty-eight (748) to sevenJ1undred fifty-eight (758), both 
inclusive, of the Revised I,,aws of Minnesota for the year 1905, and 
said draft cif said · proposed Charter of the City . of Staples, Js hereby 
returned to the Hon. George Moshier, President of the Village 
Council of said Village of Staples, a:i;:~o~dlng .· to law, siined by the 
undersigned majority of said Cammissio11. · 

Dated this fifteenth :day at A.11gust, 1906.- ·' 

E. E. Greeno, Secretary, 
H. C. Miller, . 
E. K. Nichols, • 
F. F. Robinson, 
George Harter, 
JO'Seph Wolf, 
E. J. Hackenberg, 

C. A. Remillard, Preyidei:it. 
W. J. Lewis, . 
E. A. Fletcher; 
W. $. Wright, 
H. L. Waldron, 
E, • E. ·. Daniels, 
f. E1 Murray, 

W. G. Camer~n~ 

,, 'I' 
'{\ -. 
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State o.f Minnesota, l r r 
· CountyofTodd, -v,J. 
Village of Staples. 

: This i& to certify that the hereto attached proposed Charter of 
Staples was returned to the undersigned Presidont of tne Village Coun• 

) cil of the vmige of Staples, on the 15th day ot: August, 1906, by the 
' commissior appointed by the Judges,of the District Court of the Seventh 

Judicial District of tb,e State ofMitmesota, under and pursuant to sec
tion thirty-six (36), article :four ( 4), of the Com,titution of the State of 

•· • Minnesota, as amended by that certain amendment, proposed by the 
Legialature known as chapter two lnmdred and, eighty (280) of the Gen
eral :r.;aws of Minnesota, for 1897, and duly adopted at the General election 
o:f:Baid state in tne year of 1898, and section seven hundred forty-eight 
(748) to seven hundred fifty-eight (758), both inclusive, of the Revised 
Laws of Minnesota for the year 1905, signed by a majority of the mem
bers of said commiasion, and 1ihali said Charter v;as submitted to the 
qualified voters of said Village of Staples, at a. duly called special elect
ion of-said Village,. calledloi: that purpose only, held on the 5th day of 
September, 1906

1 
at which tbe following question wa:s submitted, naJ.)lely: 

·"Shall the proposed new Charter be adopted," and that said Charter was 
duly ratified and adopted at said election by the jollowing vote, namely: 
Total numbel' of votes cast, 138; number voting Yes, 122; number voting 
No, 15; one ballot marked both Yes and No and therefore rejected. 

Witness our bands and the Seal of said Village, this 10th day of 

S,ptombor, 1000, --~~ · 

~:~A<.::C "::~: ------ Pre: Oeot o< the Villa .. Council, 

. C/ Vill,g• ,,_,.,,,lJf-15 


