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.DARREl-L STACY 
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CiJY Recorder • Treasurer · 

:Joseph L. Donovan 
Secretary of State 
State Capi.tol Building 
St. Paul~ Minnesota 55101 

Dear Mr. Donovan: 

Enclosed is a copy of Certificate of Amendment to the Charter 
0£ the City 0£ Austin, which became effective as ·of May 

20, 1970. 

DS/p 

Enclosure 

1;:;;r;; .. 
Darrell Sta;~ 
City Recorder 
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CERTIFICATE OF AMENDMENT TO CHARTER OP 

CI'!'Y OF AUSTIN, 
Mower County, Minnesota -

_- This is to cc~rtify tha·l; J 11 Darrell Stacy!) the undel"sigxied" im 
th~ City Recorder of tl.ie City of .AuHtin~ Mowe:t" County, Minnesota~ 
That the seal attached hereto is the corporate seal of said City. 
That pursuant to ti1e 1. .. ecommendat i.on of the City of Austin Charter 
Commission1 a public, hea1dng wns duly held by the City Counc!il of 
the City of Aust;[n on February 2 'i Ui7!J~ at which time the follow
u1g am~mdments wei-::te stilim:ttted to a public hea1;ing of the citizens 
of said City.. That the mew.bei~s of the Aus;tin C:i.ty Council after 
said hearing by unfmimom:i vote_ of all its members adopted ot'dinances 
amending the City Charter on the following amendments: 

AMENDMENT NO.. 1: 

Cl-mNGINQ THS DATE OP THE FISCAL YEAR 

That Section l of Chapter 6, Section 8 of chapter 3~ 
Section 10 of Cbspte1• 3 are hereby amended by stl"iking 
out $aid sections in their entirety and substituting 
in lieu thereof' the following: -

- uchapter 6 1 Section l. The fiscal year of the City 
of Au;;;t:tn shall end on the ''last day of December in 1970 
and on the last day of December in each year thereafter. 11 

11Ghaptex- 3; Section B~ The City Recorder shall have 
the custody of_ the corpovate seal and of all papers and 
records of the City~ attend all meetings of the common 
c:ounc:U and keep a corrract record of sll its proceedings? and 
of all rules, ordi.nances_and regulations which it may adopt· 
ox- pass, in suitable books kept for that purpose,. He shall 
have authority to administe:t- oaths, and certify deecJs and 
otber instruments in all Ca$es. in which the same are reguir
ed or .sanc-tionecl by law., He shall keep his office at the 
place of meeting of the common council, and the same shall 
be kept open at all seasonable hours as determined by the 
common council,. and all ret'.:!ords and files of his office 
shall. be open to the inspection of the public. Copies of 
all papers- filed in his office and transcripts from all 
recot>ds of the common counc:dlt1 certified by him under the 
.corpo1:1ste eef:11 shall be evidence in all couv-ts as if the 
ot-iginal were produced~ He shall. file in his office all 
chattel .mortgages, chattel notes and other contracts, and 
perform all things incident thereto as required by law~ He 
shall draw end countersign sll orders on the t~eaau~er in 
pursuance of any oz;der -or resolution of the common cnuncil11 
and keep- a full and accurate account thereof. It shall ha 
his duty to l<eep regular books of account in which he shall 
enter all imlehte-dness of the citylt and "1hit:?h shall at ell 
times show the p~eQiSe financial condition of the city~ 
the amount and number of bonds, orders, certificates or other 
evidence.a of indebtedness outstanding and the arnount of each 
which have been paid and redeemed; to countersign all bonds, 
orders or othelt' evident-es of indebtedness to the city, and 
to keep aoaurate accounts thereof together with a complete 
copy of ali such bonds, to whom issued 5 for what pu~pose and 
where payable i; and the rtrte of interest they bear .and the 
date of payment thereof. All claims and demands against the 
city,, before th:]y are allowed by the common council, shall 
be fully itemized and verif i.ed by the_ oath of the claimant 
or by some -one in his heha lf, and shall be filed in the· off iae 
of the City Recotder. Ha shall eoll<ect all moneys due the 
city~ except as otherwise provided by this charter~ the gen
eral laws of this state, or by resolution and direction -of 
the common council, keeping an accurate account thereof unde1:1 
such regulations as the council may adopt, .and shall within 



twenty~four hours after receipt thereof~ deposit the same 
with the city trf3asur•er, o,,cepting that when Sundays iUld 
legal holidays intervene, ~he same shall be deposited on 
the next business day. 

It' shall be his duty to mel,e the con:imon council!! at the 
first meeting in each month, a det{:liled report of the fin
ancial condition of the city, and he shal.l repo:rt to the 
common council annually, at the close of each calendar 
year, a detailed statement of th~ r~ce:1.pts and disburse~ 
-ments for the year accompanied by the cancelled vou~hers 
-arranged .in order for ready examination and re:feren<le -to- --
gether with a detailed statement of tl1e outetand:tng bonded 
and floating indebtedness showing to whom payable amd when 
due, at such time as may be determined by this char~er. 

H.e shall also furnish. estimates fo~ the pu~pose of levying 
taxes as hereinafter.' required. It shall. be his duty to 
repot't to tbc common council promptly and fully in writing~ 
if :before the first day of October of any year, it shall 
appea~ that the amount expended, or to be expended 11 charge"" 
able to any city fund 11 adding thereto the curt-ent expenses 
estimated fpr the remainder of the fisaal year and charge-· 
able to such fund, shall beequal to three fourths of the 
ta:x authorized to be raised or revenue estimated for such 
fund, and he shall not countersign any cont~aot chargeable 
to ,such fund unl1r:rss the amotmt of t-axes actually collected 
be tl$cettaintad; .aw.1 during the remainder of the calendar 
yeav be shall not countersign any contract, the payment of 
whiOh Shall exceed the revenue actually collected fo~ the 
fund to which such outlay is .Properly ahargeable. It shall 
be his duty to examine <':311 the :repo!\ts, books; papers, 
vouch~rs and accounts of the city tressurerit and from time 
to t;i.Me he shall pez.f orni such .other duties as th~ common 

, council rosy .direct~ an(;} such as ~re l'equ~ed-,. by law of 
clerks of cities or townships in this s'tate t for which com .. 
pensation ii;i made from state or county tt1easury; such ;:;er
vicce shall not be !'egatided as service for tbe city~ and the 
compensation received theref9r shall not be reg~rded as a 
part of his salary as city recorder. 

He shall perform suoh other duties. as may be presented here.-:
in or may heraa-fter be px-escribed by ordinance or resolution 
of the common council. 11 

"Chapter 39 Section 10., The treasurer shall be the cust .. 
odian of., and ah&ll reoeiye, all moneys and fw,.oe belonging 
to the city from whatever source 1:1eceivedJ including licieiase 
money and fines~ and shall be respons.ible for the safe keep
ing and disbursement thereof, and he shall keep an accurate 
ancl detailecl aacount thel:'eof in such books, and :tn suoh manne}J ~ 
..:l$ the common coUlllcil may direct. The treasurer shall :file 
in the off:foe of the city recorde1•~-- on the day -of the fit'st 
stated meeting of the common council in each month, a detail .. 
ed $tatement showing ~he moneys received and paid out by him 
on behalf of said city dlll:'ing the pt'ieceding mt:mth 0 and the 
balance on hand~ if any, or th"1 overdva.ft, ·as the· case may be. 
And the t:reasurex- shall report 'to the common council annually; 
on OX' before the first regular meeting of the council, in the 
month of January, in eaoh year, a full detailed statement of 
receipts and the · sources from which received, and a detailed 
statement of the city ordevs paid during the calenda~ year 
ending with the last clay of December in each year, togethe~ 
with the condi ti.on of the treasury at such date; which st:a-te
ment shall be filed with tlae City Recorder; and a copy tl1el'e-
of publ:\'..$hed in Jcome newspaper of the city ... The treasurer-1s 
bool<s shall he subject at any and all times to the demand of 
the common council or any of its committees for inspection. 
The treasurer;' ~ha 11 pay out moneys only on orde'ts duly drawn _ 
upon him, signed by the mayol'.' and attested by the City Recorder, 
encl upon t'E?Oaipt of moneys from any source e:xcept directly 
f.t>orn the city recoJ:>der, shall execute a_ rec~ip't therefor, in 
dµP.licate, filing such duplicate receipt with the City Recorder 

w1. thin twenty--four hout:-s thereafte1". 



The Treasurer ahallb.e appointed by the -common aouneiL 
He shall bold offioe thereafter at the pleasure Qf the 
oouncil and his compen;;.ation ~hall be fi,ted by the comi11on 
council. The office of trraasu.re:t- may be ccunbineq ·with 
theit of the City Recordett by re$OlUtion of the <H)llbl\on council .. 
In the event sr~:ta offices ~1le- combineo $td.d City- .Raoor£.1er,.. 
Treasurer shall be required to e~ecut~ only one bond fo~ the 
faithful per,formance of the duties of the combined office 
in such amob.mt as the council shall direct. 

The City tou11cil may~. however, designate by rissolution any 
stete or national hank o~ bank~ doing business in the State 
of Minnesot~ a:;1 a depository of the funds of said c:tty. 
When the treaaure:r shall deposit.moneys in said .designated 
deposito.t-y, in accordana~ with the tet'ms of aaid resolution, 
he $hall be reliev.ecl from fuvther re.sponsihility for their 
~afekeeping because of the inqolveney or cloaing of said 
deposito:t'y,, . 

Any municipul fut1ds not. presently needed :for other purposes 
may ha invested in obligations autho~ized by ths Statutes of 
the State of Minnesota as set forth in Section tt]l.56, General 
Statutes of Minnesota f ot- 1957 ~ and Acts ame1'datory thel:'eo:f 
and supplementary thereto~ 

When a bank has been duly designated as a depository of public 
funds by the City Council th~ rules and ~egulati<:ms govern-. 
ing the secu2:ing of .said deposits for the City shall be the 
same as are set forth by ChaptE?r 118, General Statutes of Minn-
esot~ fo:r 1957 ti· and Acts amend.atoriy thereof and suppleme.ntavy 
thereto,,n 

AMENDM£N1' NO. 2 t-

CH!\NGING ·. ':CHE DATE FOR THE £I,EC'rlON OF CITY . OFFICERS. '.l'O 
COlNClDE Wl'tli 'l'HE STATE AND NATIONAL ELECTIONS .. 

That Section 2 and S~ation 9 of Chapter 2 of the Austin 
City Charter are hE?JC1aby amended by st,i;tiking out said se(!tiom, 
in their entirely and substituting in lieu thereof the follow
ing: 

.,,Chapi;el" 2, Section 2. The election of oity officers shall 
he.held an the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Nov .. 
ember 19721i snd on that day the11'.'aa£ter every even numbered 
year~ City officers terms that e~pire in Apt'il:. 1972, will 

- be extended to the first businegs day in January of l.973; 
city officers term$' that expire April l97ttiwill be extended 
to the first business day in January 1975; all city officials 
elected on the ~bove date in November shall take office on 
the first business day of January. next suct?eeding their election, 
such te1:m as is. hereinafte~ provided~ Notice of the time and 
place of holding such election shall be g;iv~n by the Cit:y Record
er by publishing said notitJe in the p:fficial paper. of the City 
at least ten .day.s prior to such electirm, and by posting notices 
thereof, at erach place of el.ec-tion in the City; · the places · 
at: which such election shall hr.:1 held in the election precincts 
shall be fixed and de$ignated by the ('ommon council of said 
city. 11 

. nchapt~r 2 ► Section 9. 'l'hte official term of all elective 
of'ficers undel' the provision~,of the cbartex- shall commence 
on the fi.t'st husine.as day in January next succeeding thed.t> 
election and all officet-s to be appointed by the. common council 
as hereinafter provided shall enter upon the duties of thei.r
respective offices on the first. bu,1iness- day in January in the 
yeaJ:\ of theii, appointment. 



I . 

I 

Officers appointed by the: Mayor ot- council, exciapt as 
herein otherwise providedi; shall hold their :t"espective 
offices for the term of two years, or such lesser time as 
the Mayor or Council may ~t the time of election or app ... · 
ointment designate; but no such officers shall hold 
office .beyond the second business day in Janua~y following 
the ne,rt city election aftsti his appointment~ except as 
he holds office until his sueceasor is elected and qualified., ft 

AMENDMENT NO. 3: 

CHANGING PARAGRAPH FIFXY .. THREEb or CHAFTBR FlVB9 SECTION 
SIX; ELIMINATING REQUIREMENT OF SUBMITTING TO A VOTE or 
PUBLIC; CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS COSTING IN EXCESS OF $5~000,,00~ 

Tllat Paragraph Fif'ty-th:ree'll of Section 6 !I of Chapter .5 11 

of the .Austin City Charter is hereby amended by striking . 
out said parsgJ?~ph 53 in its entirety and substituting in 
lttteu thereof the following: 

"Eif'ty-third ... -To establish, maiT1tain and regulate public 
pounds for the detention of stray animals.; :to provide foltl
a poundm!:!ster or keepel" and pl'escribe his fee Ot' compen ... 
sation; to provide, 0011btruct and maintain puhlic water 
works, wells•~ · cistet'lns and reservoirs~ watermains and hydrants; 
to pt'ov&de fol:' end control the. water supply foti. the inhabit ... 
ants of the city, and. regulate wate~ use and rates; to 
oreatet alter and extend tivater districts, to purchase, coll- . 

. struct and maintain electric light 11 power, and heating pla;;its,. 
gas works and other works for lighting of the city streets, 
alleys, public grounds and buildings and :for commerai1:1l and 
private lighting; to ptiovide for the lighting of the city; 
to create.r, al.te.l' ~ ~nd extend lamp distt-:i.t::Jts; ~o establish 
and regulate rates of private lightings, power and other 
utilttias. 11 . 

That Amendments No. l, No. 2 andNoD 3 as above set :forth became 
effectivEf on May 20 ~ 1970,. · 

This Certificate is made pursuant to MSA, Extta Session taws of 
1967 Chaptel' 33, Section 3 and MS.A 410.12 and in accordal!:tce with the 

· provi~ions of the Charter of said City of Austin. 

I hereby certify that the re.citals of this certificate a:rie tt-ue 
and that the eex-tif icate is made in dupli~ate .. 

,Dated, made, and. certified to at Austin\} Minnesota, this ~day 
of ,:;r,.,,.M c... , 1970., . 


