o in the State of Mlnnesota. '

 STATE OF MINNESOTA S ~ BEFORE THE MINNESOTA

COUNTY OF RAMSEY VOTING MACHINE COMMISSION
.~ In the matter of the application , REPORT OF THE COMMISSION
~ of Diamond National Corporation . . AND : '
... for -examination and approval of ) ORDER GRANTING LICENSE
- its Datavote electronic voting ~_ FOR EXPERIMENTATL USE
. system for general use at elections- 'MADE MAY 27, 1971

By lette?, dateerecemberf4; 1970;gDiamond National Corporations

"ffiled with the,MinnespﬁaTVotinq Machine COmmission'anaappliCation for

examlnatlon of 1ts Datavote electronlc voting system° B

| The above—entltled matter originally came on for hearing before
the Mlnnesota Voting Machine Comm1s510nkon February 16, l97l,,aﬁ'wh1ch
time‘thescommissionreeeived oral testiﬁony,kdemOnstrations and:
WIitten mate:ials fromt‘he“applicant° The Commissieh met sﬁﬁsequentlyi.

on April 26, 19717and'May 27, 1971 to'consider additional information

‘presented,by appllcant at the request of the Comm1531on.

Frcm the testlmony and 1nformatlon submltted by appllcant, Ehe 7;‘

' COmmlss1on flnds ﬁhat the maximum candidate capaClty of a 51ngle ballot:‘

card ln,the Datavote system is 38. Taklng 1nto account space requlre—

ments for party and offlce de31gnatlons on the ballot, the Comm;ssmon

e,also flnds that the actual candldate capaclty'of a 51ngle ballot card '

in appllcant's system may be less than 38. The Comm1551on takes notice

’,of ﬁhe fact that some prlmary,electlons in Minnesota'may involveias

many as nine offices and more~than'38,candidates. The Commission
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speciflcelchtikes notice of;the,fact that there were 50 candidates

~in the 1953 primary election, 43 candidates in 1966, and 39 candidates
in 1970, 'lhe:efore; the Commission finds that the ﬁse-of applicant's
 system at general electionlprima:ieermay'require more than one ballot

. card.

- The Commission also takes notice,of’the following requirementsiof

xff:state'laW'with‘respect'to'the use of electronic voting devices in o

ﬁ.prlmary electlons. Mihn. Stat. § 20670715)rpfovidee in part:

'"Nb electronlc votlng system‘may be employed unless it
fulfllls the follow1ng regquirements: :

* w %

(5) Permlts the voter at a prlmary election ﬁo select
secretly the party for whlchohe wishes to vote, and

(6) Rejects, by means of the auvtomatic tabulating -
equipment, all votes cast in a primary election by'a
voter when he votes for candldates of more ‘than one

 party!

By letter,(dated Aprll 28, l97l, the CommisSion'requested a

'.Statement,from applioant as to how the Datavote system could'comply -

with the above statutory requirements when more than onerballot‘card
is needed in a prlmary electlon. By letter, dated May 13,'1971'7applicant

1nd1cated that 1ts Datavote system could not comply w1th Mlnnesota s

'prlmary electlon laws where more ‘than one ballot card is requ;red.

Appllcant's letter stated'

N "We would be unable to reject ballots of a person if he
~voted out of his party, as the ballot is presently
constituted if the number of candidates exceeds 38."

:Therefore;1thefCommission,fihds that the Datavote electronic voting




'efSyStem fails teeomply with the requirements of the Minnesoﬁa state
law—ﬁhenfmore’thah one ballot cardris]required. o |
,ﬂoweVerg in considering the lieensing of an,eiectronic VOting‘e'
system, the COmm1551on is mlndful that. under Mlnn, Stat. § 206. 08
'(1969) 1ts functlon 1s to determlne whether it meets “the legal
'standardsrfor llcens;ng end not whether 1t'1s:compaxat1vely a better :
syetem than others. 'Therefere, thelcOmmissiOnrfeels‘that itshould
- encourage the developmeni'of‘neW‘electrcnic veting systems'Where :
,possiblelso'thatfthe electorate may benefit from any innovations in
;fvotlng systems, | N
The Comm1581on takes note of the fact that applicant has-
Vlndecated a de51re to comply*wuth Mlnnesota electlon law reqnlrements
and 15 meklng an effort to develqp a procedure that'w1llrcomply w1th
'our prlmary 1aws by July 13, 1971, Therefore, on the bas;s,ofr
- ev1dence presented at the February 16, 1971<hear1ng and. 1nformatlon
gathered subsequent thereto from applicant, and in v1ew of appllcant'e'
.good falth effort to comply with state- law and to encourage applﬂcant
'1n 1ts effort to introduce xts system in Mlnnesota, the: Comm1551on g
is'satisfied that the Datavote electronic voting system qualifies for
statew;de experlmental llcen51ng under Minn, Stat. § 206, 08 (1969),
'but only in those electlons in whlch the number of cend;dates'does,;
not~require the use ofrmore than one ballot card. 'The Ccmmissione
willrecohsiderthe terms oftfhierlicénSe ﬁpenfthe'Satisfaetory
demonsﬁration.byapplican£ thei its Datavote syetem ean edmply with

e‘stete'primary'election lews'whee more than one ballot card is needed.




R NOW, - ‘I‘EE}REFORE ¢ PURSUANT TO TI—IE AUTHORITY VESTED IN THE COMMISSION

BY MINN. STAT.: § 206, 08 (1969), I‘I‘ IS HEREBY ORDERED that a ln,cense be

fgranted the Dlamcnd Natlonal Qatavote system for stat@wlde exyerxmantal

o ;use,‘but only in those electlong in whlch the nunber of candldatas does*

‘5Q_5not requlre the use of more than one ballot card, such use to conform

i%1:0 applmcable law and regulatlons adopted pursuant thereto« provmded,
'1 however,~that any communlty or county 1n the,state vmshlng +to use ﬁhls

: lksystem in any electmon must, as a condmtzon of such use, f&la a statement:

  7of 1ts 1ntentlons w&th the Commlssxon at 1east 15 days prlor to such

'fuse to enable ﬁhe‘Comm135lon to arrange for the requlred observation
of‘sald éxpérlmental useu Sudh experxmental use shall be authorlzed
from the date of thls order to July 1, 1973 1n,order to give the
"Comm15510n adequate tlme to evaluate the performance of the system in the 
i 1972 general electlon and other electlons together Wlth any addltlonal |
 1nformat1cn and to adopt necessary regulatlons governing general use and'
testlng proceduresrprlor to taklng final a;tlon on~ﬁhe appllqatlon for
"rappro?ai for general~use.r~ | | | 7: |

- Dated this ﬁ __ day of June, 1971. -

{ARREN SPANNAUS, /Chairman o
Minnesota Voting| Machine Commission

DRZ ADOLPH LEE‘ Member
MlnijOta Votlng Machine Comm1551on‘

STATE OF MINNESOTA ./
pE ARTMENT‘@F%TATE ‘ N7
ARED s
wﬂn 19 1 ‘ VERNON WORREL, Member \

Minnesota Votlng'Machxne Commi551on4

Secremry of State R 4 - o



