
STA.TE OF Ml:EDSOTA) 88 4tounty of Beeker ) · • 

I, B. J. Lindberg, Ma;s,or of the City of Detroit, 

Mi:nn. • do hereby oert1fy that the foregoing amendments to the 

Ci1zy lharte:,: of the City o:f Detroit, were duly prepared by the 

loard of i':teeholders of said Qity of Detl'Oit, whieh ~aid Board 

of B'reellol.ders was duly a.Ppointed by the Judgee of tba l>:tatriot 

<Uourt of the Seventh wudiotal liet,:iot in and fo-~ the StEt:te of 

Minnesota,. and which said amendments to said City Charter were 

thereafter approved by the <Jommon Council of the Gity of Detroit 

and by resolution of said Common f~unoil ordered su.bmitted to 

the totefli of said citJ at a spaoial eleetion tQ be held in 

said Gj-ty o:f l)etroi t on. the 28th day of hvember, 1920, and which 

said amename:nts we:re b;J" said voters at said. eleotion duly adopted 

ae :requ.ired by law and that the lanvaasing Board ofE' said Oity of 

~t:roit did thereafter du1y certify that said smendments had 

bean legally adopted at t;iaid special election. 

Dated thia Vth day of Ap~il, 1921. 

Attest: 



PROPOSED Ali1ENDME1~T TO THE CI TY CH.ARTER OF TEE 

CITY OF DETROI!l!, IiIIJf.NESOTA~ 

That Di via ion 1 o:f Part 2 of Chapter 12 o:f the Chartex of the 

City of Detroit be amended so ae to read as :follows: 

Sec. l:- The city council shall have ~. power to improve anjt 

street or streets or any alley or alleys, by oiling., layine; and. :main­

taini:rig su:rfaoe water sewers~ pavements, gutters and. curbs thereon 

of any material~~ which it may deem suitable; the cost o:f any such 

improvement or such part thereof as the council shall determine may 

be assessed upon the abutting pro:pexty based upon the number o::f feet 

fronting u:pon such street or alley proposed to be so improve·a. or u:pon 

the basis of the benefits ana. the balance of tho cost of s.ueh improve-

ment shall be paid out of the general fund. The improvetaent of two or· 

more connecting street~ may be included in one proceeding and conduct.., 

sa as one improvement. 

Seo. 2;- Jfo action sh8ll be taken fox the making of any suGh 

imp:rovement a:x:cept upon the adoption of a reoolut-ion to that" effect 

by a majority vote of the council after a meeting at 1r:hich all property 

owners whose property is liable to be assessea« therefor; have been 

notified to be p:tesent,t by 11otice of suoh meeting puhlisl1ed for two 
news 

weeks in the offiaia1/\paper~ 

Sec. 3:- Before nrnking any suc11 inpl'oVement the cou.i-:ioil raay 

by resolution require the ovr~ers of the abutting Droperty to lay 

branch sewers ana. water }:)iJ>es :from the mains to the curb or lot lines 

of ea.oh lot, and in case any pro}?erty owner neglects to la.y such sewer 

or waterpipe within sixty ( 60) days after having been served with a 

copy o :f said resolu:bion~ the council 1:10y cause the same to be J?Ut in 
the 

ano. may assess the cost o:l\same against the :vro:perty. and collect the 

same as te:::ces are coJ.lectea. All such water r,ipe connectio11s shall 

be of such :n1aterial as the council may ]?re scribe. / 
I 

Sec. 4:- Whenever the coro1cil shall determine Ito make s11dh. im-
/ 

p:rovement, it shall cause J11ans and speci:ficstions the:reo:f to be made 

and filed with the city clerk, and may advertise for bids for such 



im:pxovement in the official newspaper :for two weeks and such other 

paper or papers end fo:r such length of time as it may deem advisable. 

Such advertisement shall specify the work to be done, shall call for 

such bias on the be.sia of cash :pa:yment for such work and shall state 

tne time when the bids will be opened and considered by the oouncil 

and. that no bi(ls will be considered unless sealed and filed with the 

clerk and accompanied. by a cash aepcsit or certified check payable to 

the clerk, :for such precentase o:e t:be amount of su.ch bid as the 

oov.neil may specify., 

In letting contxacts for any such work, it shall be the auty of 

the council t;o requ.i1~e the executio11 of a v,ri t·ten oontra,ot and a 

bond in such sum as it may require, conditioned for the faithful 

:perfo:rmance of the contrl!!ct, ana. for saving the municipality harmless 

from any and all liability in the prosecution and completing of the 

work, and conditioned :fu1~ther fo:r the :payment for all matexial t1.sed 

ana. labor :per:fonned thereon. The council, if a contra.ct is awarded 

may awara. the same to the lowest resrronsible biocler.. If any bidder 

to whom such contract is awarded shall fail to enter l)romptly into 

such written contract anti. to furnish such bond, then such defaulting 

b iud.er shall forfeit to tl1e municipality the amount of his cash 

deposit or certi:fiecl check, and the council may iJhereupon awaxd.the 

contract to the next lowest responsible bidder; p1"ovided, the co ttncil 

shall. have the right to reject all bids; 8Ud provided further, that 

whenever it shall al)pear to the council that the cost of' the entire 

work projected shall lJe less than one thousand dollars, then the 

cou.noil may directly purchase the materials therefor and cause the 

work to be done by labor. The council may have the worls:: subervise<l 

by the mu.11icipality' s e:nginee:r or other person, and in case o:f' im­

proper construction or unreasonable delay in the :p:roseoution of the 

work 1)y the contractor, it may order a:mid csuse the suspension of the 

work at any time and. relet the contra et ther€for, or order a :recon­

st:ruction of any portion of the worlt improperly done, and. where the 

work to be done shall call fo:r an expenrliture of lees than one thousana. 

B.ollars to complete the wo:rk or the reco:nstru.ction necessary, the 



council may do it by the employment of day laboro 

Sec. 5:- In case the contractor shall properly perform the work, .. 

the council may, from time to time, bafo:re the completion of the 

work, i:n its discretion, !)SY any st1.ch co:ntractor seventy ... five (75} 

pe:r ce11t of the amou11t alreaa.y earned theret111der, upon the estimate 

of the engineer or other competent person selected by the couneil0 

Sea. 6:~ After a contract is let, ox after the work is ordered 

done by clay labor as he:reinbefore 1~rovid.ed., the clerk', with the 

t;;tssistance of the engineer or other :person selected by the council 

perform the du. ties of engineer, shall forthwi·th calculate the :proper 

amount to 'be specially assessed for such i:m:prove:ment against eirery 

assessable lot, ]?iec'e o:r J)BI'Cel of land within the 6.iatriot affectea, 

without rega:rd to cash valuation, in accordance with the provisions 

0£ Section 1 of this act t encl the :proposoa assessment so made up 

shall be filed wf·f;h the clerk ana. t)e ope11"Ett to public inspeetiona-

The clerk shall ·thereupon under the council's direction cause notice 

of ·the •bime and :Place, when and where, the council willmmeet to pass 

upon such :pro:posea assessment, to be published in the official paper 

at least 011e week :p:ridr to such meetinE~ o:f the council. 

At such meeting the cou:ncil shall hear and pass upon a11 

ions thereto, i:f any, and may, if it deems it just, amend such pro­

posed. assessment as to any lot or lots, a,nd u:0on the adoption by 

:resolution of such assessment, the same shall constitute the special 

assessments a@sinst the lands nsmea, therein. Such assessment, with 

the aocruing interest thereon, shall be a lien upon the property 

i1'lclucled ·therein, concurrent with general taxes, antl ahsll 1)e payable 

i:n equal annual installments exte:naing over auch period not exceeding 

twenty (20) years as the council rnay by resolution determine, the 

first of said installme:n:ts to 1J e pa.yable on or before the first day 

of June following the adoption of the assessment, and any deferred 

:payments to bear interest at the rate of six pe:r cent per annum from 

the first day of June following the acl.OJ?tio11 of the assessment. 

It s'.hall then be the r.tuty of the cle1~k immeo.iately thereafter 

to transmit a certified duplicnte of such ssses1ament to the tfounty 



Auditor of the county, .to l)e extend.ea. on the pro:pa:t':k~tax lists of' 

the county, ana. su.ch assessments shall be collected, and :paid over 

in the same mamier as other municipal taxes; provided, that the 

ovmer of any prope1~ty, so assessed rnay, st any time, pay the whole of 

such a.-ssessment, or any annual installment thereof with interest as 

to a.ny lot, piece or :parcel of lana e:.Efecteo. thereby; proirided,+" 

fu.rthe:r that when a speci~l assessment levied aeainst the pro];)e rty 

of the school aistrict of Detroit or against property which is ex­

empt from taxation by reason of so belonging to any church or other 

benevolent association, or for any other reason, the amount of assess­

ment which is unpaid when aue rn.ay be collectecl by p:roceedings 1)rou.ght 

by the- oity in t.he :District Oou.rt of Becke1· County 0 

In oase of omissions, errors or mistakes, in making 

such asses:sments, in :respect to the total cost of st1cl1 improvement or 

o·t11erwiae, it shall be cor.a.:petent for the .council to }?:rovide for ane. 

make :supplemental assessments to co1"rect such omissiona., erro:rs or 
. ~ 

mistakes. 

Sec .. 8:- .\:f:ter a contract or contracts f'o:r the making of any such 

improvement shall have been entered into by the city eounci 1~ it may 

issue certiftcates o:f indebtac1ness of the saicl city in such amounts 

as may be neeessary to defray in whole or in pa.rt the expense ineu:rre 

or ·ho be incurred in rnaki11g such improvement. The word "E:x::pensen 

shall be construed. to mean and cover every item of cost of such im­

provement from its inception ·to its rompletion, and all fees and 

e1i::pensea incurred or to be incu:t>rect, in :pursnance thereof. Such 

certificates shlll be payable in annual installments as near equal 

in amount as conveniently r.nay be, over a period not e:lrneedi11g twenty 

(20) years f:ro:rn their date, shall bear interest at the rate not to 

exceed six ( 6) per cent, peya1Jle annually 1 or semi-annually, which 

interest may be eviaenced by appropriate coupons an~ shall be in such 

fom enc1 denominstions, all as the council shall by resolution d.eter• 

mine, and shall be signed 1Jy the mayor and countersigned by the clerk. 

A separate speciel assessment :fxi:ra fund shall be provided for each 

improvement and the rroceed.s from the sale of any cel'tificates issued 



on its account shall be placed in such fund. The council shall J?:ro­

viae moneys for the pa;yment of the principal aml inte1·est of said 

certificates; as they severally mature, which moneys shall be placed 

in such fund ana into su.oh fu11c. shall also be paid all moneys :recei vea 

:from the payment of· any liens createa under the Jirovisions o:f thics 

amendment. Ana the council shall ray the i1rinciJ:.)al and interest 

o:f any such ce1·tificates out of any funds in the treasury when the 

moneys on hand in the ap:prop:riate s11eoial assessment funcl are j_nsu.f:f.i-
~ 

cient to meet the payment of the principal ~ interest when the aame 

matul'es, but the fund from which :moneys have been taken or used fo:r 

the J.)ayment of such principal or interest shall be rerlnrished VJ'ith 

interest at the rate of six per cent per annum ·from the collection of 

unpaid sssessments on account of such im}?rovements. 

The amount of any such certificates at any time outstanaing 

shall not be inc1.ttded i11 determining any such municipali ty 1 s net 

indebtea.ness una.er the 1,,rovisions of any applicable law. 

Sec. 9:- In any case whe1"'e any essessment or any l"lart thereof 

aa to any lot> lots or 11arcels of land assessect unae:r- any of the 111~0-

visi ons of this act, for any reason wha"Gsoever, is set asio.e, the 

council may cause a re-assessine:nt or a nc'\·1 asBesr.::rne., ... t to cte:f:rsy the 

el>.'!)enses of snch irt1:[Yl"ovement to be made. 

Sec. 10:- A11y :,01·ty c~esi:riJ1[: to object to the assesi:nnent, or hia 

auly sutho:rized 0 0ent or attorney, shaJ.l on or befo :re the iis te of 

hearing upon such assessme11·b, :Eile wi t11 ·~ he cle:d;;: e v:r:i tten statement 

of the ob~ections, ana. all objections no·t specified therein shaJ.1 

1n, deemed rmi vecl. 

1~eco ll!- ''Ii thin ten (10) cl.ays a:tber bh0 afuol1rtion of the assess­

ment; a11;y 11erson aggrieved. v1ho appearea. ancl filed object ·thereto, may 

a:::111eal to the DisJGr-5.ct Court ·by se1~vinc a :notice u1,on the :mayor, w41ich 

notice shall be filed. 1,ith the clerk of t:i~.e C.istrict court 'Within 

-'ce:n days after service thereof. ehe clerk shall fv.rnish apJ?ellant 

a certified copy of his objections filet. therein and JGhe assessment 



a,ppeal., The a1:1J?i:H.1l shall be placeil l:4.')Qn the calander of the next 

general te11n coHm.enci:ng rno:re .,Ghe:n five llaya after the dste of se:rvi'.i! 

the notice anc!. shall 1;e t1•ied as other syipeala in such cases.. If 

appellant does 110'.ii 1:')re'Vail upon the am)eal ·jbe c ogi-; incurred, if not 

pa:i.d, shall 1)e iuclu.o.ecl i11 the erp·ecial assessment"' 

Saoo 12:.... Sections 169, 1170, 1171, 1172, 173, 174, 175, 176, 1177, 

·178, 1?9, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185 and. 186 are hereby sr.eoi:f:ioally 

:rel'ealed" 

Sec,. 13:... Any section or JJart .of section of the Charter o'f the 

City of Detroit inconsistent \7ith the ·fo:-cegoing ame:uctment is r.i.e1~eby 

:repealed. 



OI!rY OF DD1:ROIT, LII!IT~SOTAo. 

That Section 95of the Charter of ss ia. Ci"'Gy o:c Detroit he 

emena.ea. so as to :reau as follows: 

Seil!. :3oa:ra shall consist of three members a11 of who1:1 shall 

be. rmsidents ano. citizens of the city. They shall be- apJloi11ted 

by t11e council at its regular meeting in January 1921, one for 

one year, one :for two years and. one for t:bxee years; saicl te:r.m 

to begin on the first clay o:: February 1921, at v;llicll ti:r..10 the 

t0nas of the present uembsrs of said J3oard shall be terminated, 

and each year ·bhereafter, ana a:"G tb.e regular meeting o:f saic1 

Council in January, one nenber shall be a11:vointed by said council 

for a term of th:ree years, and saiel conm.issioners before entering 

upon the duties of their o:E:.ice shall qualify ane. give surety 

bond in the stun of at least Pive linnc1red Dolls:rs {'.)500.00) con;.. 

iiitionea. U:')On the faithful rerfon'lance of their av.ties, said. bond. 

-'Go be ~:Diet for by city ane fo:rm a part of O}')eroting expense of 

the )?lante 

The r::iembers of saie. ]oa:rr_ shall 1:ie rsid a sala117 of One 

Dollar {'}1.00) 1::ier year snt the s~A to "be 1;aiil out o:c the '.7at€01"' 

ana Licht :'Tttnd ant i.:orm a part o:f! the operating eX1:;e11,.ge o:f the 

-~-----------------------

filTI OP !)}]'~ROIT, I.IIIHtBSOTA. 

Thet Section 97 of the 011arter of f.micl. Ci"'Gy be amended by 

sc:1.clinr;· thereto the follor:inc; p:rovision: 

Provided, however, that before any chs110es are t1ade in the 

rules and by-laws as now prescribe a by ssit c'1.epnrt1aent, such :p:eo­

-posecl changes shall 1)e subnit".;e(}. -to the council of ·the City of 

:Detroit 011l! he or1:rovel'l o~r -l;}vrn l,efore the ser1e shall have any 

in r9tes '.'or w:0te1·, 1 ight, hest and e:roil: power furnished by soi cl 



sa ifl ue:,srtment shell be come e:?fec•!;i ve suoh chc.,nr;e shall 1Je su.b­

rn.i"ttea. by the Wstsr [_ Li~ht Commies ioners to the cou:noil of the 

City of Detroit snc\ shall 1)e a11Droved l)y saiu council by a 

majority vote thereof. 

---------------------------------

CITY OF :DETROIT, 121:~tESOTA. 

That Secrbion 101 of th.e Charter of sa frl City 1Je eri1ended. so 

as to read as :follows: 

SlP:J?LDtS -- All sup1ilics for the wst01~ ancl J. i~ht plsnts or 

ei•bher o:E them sha11 1::,e J?urchosed ns :follows: 

The Nater & Light Commission shsll have the righ"'G to y111r­

chase SUJ?}?lie.s fol" saio pl&:iTli in. the or,en market whsn sv.ch sup­

].'.)lfia.s a o not eJrceecl the sun1 of Three t~unareo. :Dollars (~:300. 00) 

in value, tn1a the same 1?J.o.y be purchased without a requisitiol'l 

frotn the citir council. In all other asses, an i•ter~iz.ed list of 

011:1:rir who shall resister the ssrne sna. s1.1bmi-'o it, ,:;i•bn his :re·;~ort 

tlierson to ·the cou:ncil, t:ntf. if cyi":•1"0Ve/1 hV the co1n1cil., so id 1)ill 

chase su.])plies 011 8Ccon.n1; 0:1': t}1e e=ity wit:i1ou-t an 01°te:r f:rom ·1.;J.le 

inte1~ests of the city; :9rovio.ed. further, that the term nsupplies" 



----------------------------------

as to :read as follo~s: 

the 6ity cf Detroit shall r)e r:ate e:rrcevt -r,11m O1·0.ere.d by said 

That Chapter 6 of fhc Cha:t"ter of the CitJ,7 of Detroit be 

smena.ee, 1)y sr1c1.i11g the follov:ing section to s·aid. Charter: 

Section 103 A:... The Clerk of the Wate1~ & Lig'.bt Bosrd is 
;:for 

hereby ap:pointea disbursing Otficer ~ said Bosrd anc. the stun o:f 

Two Thou.z.'.Jn<1 J)o'.l.l8rs {~)2000. 00} is hereby set a$ide in•"iw e fund 

to 1Je used by said Disbursine; Officer in ·bhe 11ey.ment of the bills 

" of ss ic J3os:rd, and. the clerk is he:r."eby sr:.thorizedanti empowe:red to 

pay all le5itinste olaims for supplies purchased by said E?ard, 

when in his opinion, ·t11e paynont of ssi cl claims rnsy be mac1e so as 

to obtain for the 6ity of :Detroit the l)ene:fi t of tra<'le <1iscounts 

allowect by r,ersons selling SUD}'.)lies to s aiO. Board. 'All oi sbu:i;•se .... 

ments mec1e 1)y soitl clerk sl:all 1)e arir,ro-vea. l)y the lis.yor of the 

City of Detroit ub.o shall countersign a11 checks issued. upon saia 

f'und 9 encl. i.1.!,'tOn the ap1n"ovsl of "iihe bills so :paid thereafter by 

tho ci•liy council, the amount of such bills shall be refunded. to 

the fun~ herein crested. 

-----------------------------------


