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·CITY CHARTER ' . 
CITY OF WABASHA, MINNESOTA 
' 

CHAPTER I. 
NAME1 J3OUNDARIES1 POWERS, RIGHTS AND LIABILITIES. 

SECTIOlq 1. Name and Boundaries. The municipal corpora­
tion in the County of Wabasha and State of Minnesota known as 
the ''City of Wapasha," shall continue to be a municipal corpora­
tioti under the same name and with boundaries as now established 
by law as follows: ' 

· "Beginning at a point on .the Mississippi river at the dividing 
line between Wisconsin and Minnesota at the mouth of a small 
creek between Wabasha and Read's Landing, thence up said creek 
to the west line of township number one hundred and eleven (111) 
north, range ten (10) west, thence along s•aid township line to the 
northeast corner of section number thirty-six (36), township num­
ber one hundred eleven (111) north, range eleven (11) west, thence 
along the north line of section number thirty-six (36) to the 11orth­
west corner of said section, thence on the west line of said section 
to the southwest corner, thence on the south line of said section to 
the southeast corner, thence along the west line of section six (6), 
township. number one hundred and ten (110) north, range ten (10) 
west, to the southwest corner of said section, thence along the south 
line of section six (6), five (5), a11d four (4) of township one hundred 
and ten (110) north, range ten (10) west, to the southeast corner 
of said section number four (4), thence north along the east line of 
said section four (4), township one lrnndred and ten (110) north, 
range ten (10) west, to the northeast corner of said section 
four (4), thence east along the north line of section three (3), 
township one hundred •and ten (110) north, range ten (10) 
west, to the dividing line between Wisconsin and Minnesota, thence 
along the said line to the place 0£ beginning." 

SEc. 2. Rights and Liabilities. The City of Wabasha shall 
have perpetual succession and shall remain vested with and con~ 
tinue to have, hold and enjoy all property, property rights, rights 
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of action and rights of every kind now belonging or pertaining to 
the city and shall be subject to all the liabilities that now exist 
a6ainst the City. 

SEC. 3. Powers of tlze City. The City of Wabasha may sue 
and be sued; shall have and use its present seal and may alter its 
seal at pleasure; shall be capable of contracting and being contracted 
with; may take by purchase, condemnation or otherwise, and hold, 
lease, sell and convey all such real and personal property as its 
purposes may require, or. the transaction of its business may render 
convenient, within or without the limits of the City, may acquire, 
construct, own, lease and operate public utilities, and render public 
service of every kind; may grant franchises or licenses for the 
construction, operation and maintenance of public utilities, in, 
over, upon, and under the streets and public places in the city, 
and shall have power to fix and regulate the fares, tolls or charges 
which may be collected, order the extensions which shall be made, 
and regulate the services :which shall be rendered by any owner or 
operator of a public utility franchise or license; may assess, levy, 
and collect taxes, for general or special purposes, on all subjects or 
objects which the City may lawfully tax; may borrow money on 
the faith and credit of the City or on a public utility or other 
property owned by the Cityt by the issuance and sale of bonds or 
certificates of indebtedness; may appropriate the money of· the 
City for all lawful purposes; may provide for, construct, regulate 
and maintain public works and local improvements; may levy and 
collect assessments for local improvements; may license and regu­
late persons, corporations and associations engaged in any business, 
occupation, trade or profession; may define, prohibit, abate, sup­
press all things detrimental to the health, morals, comfort, safety, 
co~venience and welfare of the inhabitants of the City, and all 
nu1sai1ces and causes thereof; may regulate the construction 
height and materials used in all buildings, and the maintenanc~ 
and occupancy thereof; may regulate and control the use for what­
ever purposes of the sheets and other public places; may make and 
enf~rce local police, sanitary, and other regulations; may pass 
ordmances £or maintaining and promoting peace, good government 
a_nd welfare of the City, and for the performance of all the func~ 
t1ons th~reof; shall have all the powers pos~essed by municipal 
corporations at common law· shall have, retam and may exercise 
~11 powers, functions, rights ;nd privileges, heretofore possessed by 
it; may exercise such powers beyond its corporate limits as may be 
necessary or convenient for the e:ff ective exercise of any powers 
grant~d herein as now authorized by law; and in addition thereto, 
t~e City of Wabasha shall have and exercise all powers, functions, 
!1ghts, ar:d privileges exercised by, or which are incidental to, or 
mher~nt ~n, municipal corporations and are not denied to it by the 
const1tuti~m or general laws of the State of Minnesota. The 
ertumerat10n of powers herein shall not be construed to limit or 
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restrict the powers granted in general terms, nor shall any specific 
power granted in this charter be construed to limit or restrict the 
powers granted in this section. In addition to the powers herein 
and hereafter granted, the City of Wabasha shall have full power 
to deal with all matters of municipal concern and have complete 
self-government in harmony with and subject to the constitution 
and laws of the State of Minnesota. 

SEc. 4. Powers, How Exercised. All powers of the City un­
less otherwise provided by this charter; shall be exercised by tl1e 
City Council or under its direction. 

CHAPTER II. 
EI;ECTIVE OFFICERS. 

SEc. 5, Elective Officers. There shall be elected at large in 
the City of Wabasha, a mayor, a city treasurer, two justices of the 
peace and city assessor, and there shall be elected from each ward 
of said city two aldermen, all of whom shall have been resident and 
qualified voters of their respective wards. thirty (30) days next 
preceding their election. The mayor and aldermen shall, together, 
constitute the Common Council of said City, 

SEC. 6. Election and Term of Office. The term of office of th 
mayor, the city treasurer, the justices of the peace and • city 
assessor, and the aldermen shall each be two yearl:l, and at the first 
municipal election after the adoption of this charter one alderman 
in each ward of the city shall be elected for two years, one justice 
of the peace shall be elected each year. 

SEc. 7. EligibiUty. No person shall be eligible to any elec­
tive office unless he be a citizen of the United States and of the 
State of Minnesota and a resident of Wabasha. 

SEC. 8. Vacancies. An elective office shall be deemed vacant 
in case of failure of the person elected to qualify within ten days 
a_fter official notice of his election, or by reason of death, resigna­
tion, removal from office, removal from the city, continuous ab­
sence from the city for more than three months, conviction of a, 
felon_y? or violation of any of the duties of the office, which by the 
prov1sl0n of this charter render the office vacant. If a vacancy 
occurs in an elective office, other than by recall or resignation after 
a. recall petition is filed, the cou1;cil shall forthwith appoint an eli­
gible person to fill the same until the next general municipal elec­
tion, when the office shaUbe filled for the unexpired term. 

SEC. 9, Salaries. The mayor of the city shall receive a salary 
of $75.00 per annum, and each alderman shall receive a salary of 
$50.00 per annum. 

CHAPTER III. 
ELECTIONS. 

SEc. 10. Time of Election. A municipal election shall be 
held on the first Tuesday of April, 1921, and on the :first Tuesday 
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of April annually thereafter at such place, or places, as the council 
shall designate, which shall be known as the general municipal 
election. At least .fifteen da.ys1 previous notice shall be given by 
the city clerk of the time and place of holding such election and of 
the officers to be elected, by posting a notice thereof in three public 
pla. ces in the city ·and by in.sertion in the official newspaper pub-
lished in the city. ' ,~ 

SEC. 11.. How Conducted. The general laws of the State of 
Minnesota relating to elections and c-0rrupt practices shall, in so 
far as applicable, govern all general and special municipal elections, 
except .as otherwise provided .in this charter. The. counctl shall 
make suitable pi-ovi>?ion for the holding of elections. 

SEC. 12. Nominations. Candidates to be voted for at all 
municipal elections shall be nominated by petition, filed with the 
city clerk at least twelve days before the election. Such petition 
shall be signed by not less than ten per cent of the qualified voters, 
voting at the last general election in the several election districts. 
Each person so nominated by petition shall :file his acceptance with 
the city clerk not later than ten days before the date of the elec­
tion, and may file a declaration of principles at the same time in 
not more than two hundred words. In the absence of such accept~ 
am:e, the name of the candidate shall not appear on the ballot. 

SEC. 13. Special Elections. The council may by resolution 
order a special election1 :fix the time of holding the same, and pro­
vide all means for holding sttch special election in the same manner 
as herein provided for the other municipal elections. 

CHAPTER IV. 
COU:t-!CIL AND tEGISLATION, 

SEc. 14. The rnayor of the City shall preside at all meetings 
of the Council. At the first regular meeting of the council, which 
shall be held on the third Tuesday in Aprjl each year, the council 
shall elect one of its members president, who shall preside at the 
meetings of the council in the absence of the mayor. Such presi­
dent shall, in the absence 01 the mayor from the city or in case of 
his inability to serve, be acting mayor with full power as mayor. 
The mayor shall have the $ame right that the aldermen of the coun­
cil possess, to vote on all the questions which come before the 
council. 

SEc. 15. Coitncil Meetings. All meetings of the council shall 
be held in a place previously designated by it and publicly an­
nounced. The council shall keep a journal of its proceedings, 
which shall be a public record and all proceedings shall be pub­
lished. It shall hold at least t,~o regular meetings, one on the first 
Tuesday and one on the third Tuesday of each month, and may 
hold other meetings as provided by its rules. At any meeting of 
the council, four members shall constitute a, quorum, but a less 
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number may adjourn from time to time. The council shall pro­
vide by ordinance a means by which a minority may compel at­
tendance of absent members. 

SEC. 16. 01'dinances and Resolutions. Except as in this 
charter otherwise provided, all legislation shall be by ordinance. 
Every ordinance shall be presented in writing and read in full at 
a council meeting before a vote is taken thereon. 

All appropriations of money, the granting of licenses, the fix­
ing of salaries and the exerc:ises of the powers conferred by Chapter 
VII shall be by either resolution or ordinance. All ordinances and 
resolutions must receive at least four affirmative votes and on all 
ordinances and resolutions the roll shall be called and the ayes and 
nays be recorded. 

SEC. 17. The enacting clause of all ordinances shall be in 
· the words: "the City ,of Wabasha does ordain.'1 

SEc. 18. Filing and Reading OnUnances. Every ordinance 
other than emergency ordinances, shall have two public readings, 
and at least three days shall elapse between the .first and second 
readings thereof. Every ordinance before passage shall be pub­
lished once in the official newspaper of the city. Every' resolution 
appropriating money in excess of one thousand dollars, and everv 
ordinance and resolution authorizing the making of anY'. ract 
involving a liability on the part of the Cit~in excess of one thousand 
dollars shall remain on file in the office or 'tl'i''e city clerk at least one 
week before its introduction and shall be published in like manner 
before passage, except an emergency ordinance or resolution. An 
emergency ordinance or resolution is an ordinance or resolution for 
the immediate preservation of the public peace, health or safety 
in which the emergency is defined or declared in a preamble thereto, 
separately voted upon, and receiving the affirmative vote of at least 
four members of the council. No grant of any franchise shall be 
construed to be an emerge11cy ordinance or resolution. An emer­
gency ordinance or res0lution may be enacted without previous 
filing. 

SEC. 19. Signing and P11bUcation of 01'di1tances. Every ordi­
nance and resolution passed by the council shall be presented to 
the mayor. If he approves, he .shall sign it within ten days of the 
receipt thereof. If he disapproves of any ordinance or resolution, 
he shall return it to the council within ten days, with his written 
objections. If he fails to act withi~1 that time, it shall be effective 
without his signature. Every ordmance or resolution vetoed by 
the mayor shall be void, unless repassed by the council at its next 
meeting occurring after the return of such ordinance or resolution 
by the mayor by a five-sevenths vote. Every ordinance shall be 
signed by the mayor, except as above provided, and be attested by 
the city clerk, and shall be published at least once in the official 
paper of the City within twenty days after its passage by the 
council and shall be recorded in a book kept for that purpose, which 
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record shall ),Je attested bY_ the c~ty clerk. All of the proceedings 
of the council shall be published m the official paper. 

. SEC. 20. Wlien _Grdinanc~s and Resoluti01is Take Effect. 
9rdma11ces and resolutions ~a~ung the annual tax levy, determin­
mg the annual budget, providmg for local improvements and as­
sess111ent~, and emergency ordinanc~s, shall take effect immediately 
upon their passage. All other ordmances enacted by the council 
shall take effect ten days after the date of their last publication 
unless a. later date is fixed therein, in which event they shall tak~ 
effect at such later date. 

SEC. 21. Amend1nent and Repeal of Ordinances. Amend­
ments and repeals ?f ordi~ances, or parts thereof, shall bf by ordi­
nance. An amendmg ordinance shall set forth the entire ordinance 
or section ·amended. 

CHAPTER V. 
ADMINISTRA'.ttoN OF CITY .AFFAIRS. 

.s~cxro~ 22, Administrative Departments. The executive and 
adD?-m1s~rattve powers, authority and duties not otherwise provided 
form this Charter shall be di!\tributttJ among the following depart~ 
ments: . 

1. THE DEPARTMENT Cl]' TlIE MAYOR. 
2. THE DEPAUMENT OF, TllE CITY TREASURlm. 
3. THE DEPARTMENT OF THE STREET COllfi\ITSSIONER. 
4. Tm: DEPARTMEN'r oF THE C1TY AssEssoR. 
5. THE DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY ATTORNEY. 
6, THE DEPARTMEN? OF TllE CITY CLERK. 

S~c. ~3. The 111ayor The mayor shall have general control 
and d1rect1on of the police and :fire officers of the city and shall 
also ha:7e _general _co!1trol and direction of the street work to be 
done within th: hmlts of the city. He shall appoint all police 
officers of th_e ?rty and also the chief of the :fire department, the 
street co.mm1_ss10ner and such other subordinate officers and em­
ployees m lu~ depart~ent as may be authorized by ordinance. 
U:1l~ss otherw1se_prov1ded by ordinance, the duties of street com­
m1ssroner and cluef of police of the City shall be filled by one and 
the. same per~on. S.uch officer shall be appointed with special 
refe!~nce to his quah:fications as street comm1ssioner and shall in 
additr9n thereto, so far as practicable perform the duties of chief 
of J?Ohce: ~e may .also be by the mayor assigned to such other 
duties w~thm .~h~ City pertaining to the management of any of 
the public ut1hties as may, to the mayor seem advisable. Tl1e 
mayor shall als? appoint, in each ward, one constable who shall 
be .a duly q;1ali:fied police officer of the City. The mayor shall 
have aut~onty. to ;e1;1ove any o:fficia! by him appointed, or to 
suspend hun for a lmuted period, but m all cases of such removal 
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or suspension, the mayor shall file with the city clerk his written 
order therefor, giving therein his reasons for such removal or sus­
pension, The mayor shall be chief executive officer of the City 
and see that the laws, the provisions of this charter and the ordi­
nances are duly enforced. He shall have general oversight of the 
administration, make recommendations and transmit information 
to the council concerning affairs of the City and the safety and well-
being of the people. · 

SEC. 24. Heads of Departments Appointed. At its first regu­
lar meeting on the third Tuesday in April and on the same day 
every second year thereafter, the council shall elect a city attorney, 
a, city clerk and a board of public health, cpnsisting of three mem­
bers, one of whom. shall be a physician, to hold office for two years 
or until their successors are elected and qualified. · 

SEC. 25. City Treasitrer. The city treasurer shall be. the re­
ceiver of all money belonging to the City and be responsible for its 
safekeeping, and shall receipt therefor to the city clerk, He shall 
furnish good and sufficient bonds in . a sum to be determined by 
the council, conditioned for the faithful performance of his official 
duties. All such bonds shall be surety bonds, approved by the 
council and the mayor and shall be furnished by surety comRan,·~ ""~=­
authorized to do bttsiness in this state. The premiu. ierefor 
to be paid by the City. No money shall be paid by the city treas­
urer except on written order of the city clerk, accompanied by a 
proper voucher. He shall make a full report of the finances of 
the City annually and submit it to the council on the :first day of 
April, and submit such further reports as the council may prescribe. 

SEC. 26. The Common Council shall have the power to pur­
chase fire engines and all other apparatus which may be required 
for the extinguishment of :fires, and to authorize the formation of 
fire e11gine, hook and ladder and hose companies, and to provide 
for the support and regulation of the same, and to order such com­
panies to be disbanded, their public meetings prohibited and their 
apparatus to be given up. Every member vf ea.ch company which 
may be authorized to be formed, shall be exempt from serving on 
juries, during continuance of such. membership, and every such 
company shall elect its own officers, except the chief and make its 
own by-laws, subject however, to the approval of the common 
.council. 

SEc. 27. Street Commissioner. The street commissioner ap­
pointed by the. mayor as hereinbefore provided, shalli subject to 
the orders of the mayor, have charge of the laying out, grading, 
paving, sprinkling, and cleaning of all the streets and alleys, the 
construction and repair of curbs and gutters, sidewalks, bridges, 
sewers, water pipes and other structures in or under the streets, 
and shall perform such further duties as the mayor may direct. 

SEC. 28. City Assessor. The city assessor shall make a fair 
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-and €quitable valuation of all the taxable property of the City in 
accordance with the requirements of the state law. 

SEc. 29. City Attorney. The city attorney shall be the legal 
advisor. of the council and all the departments and boards of the 
City. He shall give his opinion upon any question of law pertain~ 
ing to the City and submit it in-writing to the council or any board 
or official .of the City. He shall prosecute all violations of the 
City Charter and City Ordinances and all other violations of law 
within the City which are misdemeanors and shall appear for the 
City in .all <:ases in which it is a party. 

SEc. 30. Ci'ty Clerk. ·The city clerk shall be the head of his 
department, which is hereby charged with the keeping of the 
books and records of the City, He shall attend all meetings of 
the .city coum;il and keep an accurate journal of its proceedings, 
and countersign all ordinances and resolutions. He shall keep 
the corporate seal, and have power to administer oaths and take 
acknowledgments of deeds and other writings. He shall draw and 
<:ountersign all orders on the treasurer in pursuance of any order 
or resolution of the council1 and keep a full and accurate account 
thereof in the books provided for tliat purpose. He shall keep a 

-cerrect -and an,,quat.esysteni oLbooks showing the financial condi­
tion in detail at all times1 the property the City owns, and all its 
outstanding obligations.· He shall recommend and the council 
shall regulate by ordinance the system of bookkeeping1 the forms 
and blanks to be used and the methods of transacting business by 
the City. He shall prepare and submit estimates of the cost of 
all work to be done by the City and plans and specifications of 
all purchases to be made. 

SEc. 31. Responsibility for Pttrckases. The heads of depart­
ments shall n:iake all purchases of supplies for the City under orders 
of t~e co~.mctl. The heads of departments shall confer with and 
adv1se Wlth the council in drawing up plans and specifications. 
Each. head of a. department shall inspect all articles purchased at 
the time of. delivery to see that specifications ate complied with 
as to quan?tY, q~ality, grade, price and all other stipulations, be­
fore acceptmg delivery and receipting for the same. Each depart­
ment shall keep such records and make such reports of purchases 
as the city clerk may prescribe. 

SEc. 32. Appoint·ments a.nd Removals. Each head of a de­
partment shall appoint such subordinates within his department 
and employ such help as may be authorized by ordinance. He 
may remove any such subordinate or employee. 

SEC. 33. Salaries. The· council shall, at its 1irst meeting in 
1far~h of each year, fix by resolution the compensation of all 
salaried officers and employees of the City not elected by the 
people, except day labor, 
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SEC. 34. Administrative Organization. The organization of 
the departments, the distribution and increase· of their powers and 
duties may be altered and new departments may be created by 
ordinance as the City's needs may require, but no function or office 
assigned to one department by provisions of this charter shall be 
transferred to another or otherwise removed, except by unanimous 
vote of the council. · 

SEC. 35. Investigations and Surveys. The council, when 
needed, may employ technical experts of recognized ability and 
attainments. Such experts need not be residents of the city or 
citizens of the state. Committees of citizens, serving without pay, 
may be appointed to conduct investigations and make surveys of 
public affairs and transmit their recommendations and reports to 
the council or any department or board. 

CHAPTER VL 
FINANCE AND TAXATION, 

SECTION 36. Co1mciZ to Controi Finances. The council shall 
have full authority over the financial affairs of the City, and shall 
provide for the collection of all revenues and other assets, the 
auditing and settlement of all accounts, the disburseme all 
money, and in the exercise of a sound discretion shall make appro-­
priations for the payment of all liabilities and expenses. 

SEC. 37. Fiscal Year. The £seal year of the City shall end 
each year on the 31st day of March. 

SEc. 38. Assessment for Taxation. Except as herein other­
wise provided, the general laws of the state relating to taxation 
shall apply in this City, The council shall regulate by ordinance 
the method of making assessments and require fair valuations to 
be made. 

SEC. 39. At the :first stated meeting in June of each year1 the 
mayor shall appoint by and with the consent of the common coun­
cil, one (1) alderman from each ward in the city, who shall consti­
tute a board of review. They shalt be sworn according to law as 
such board, and meet at the room of the common council in said 
city on the fourth (4th) Monday in June of each yearj or at such 
time as such boards may hereafter be required to meet by the 
general laws of this state, and revise, alter and equalize the assess­
ments on the roll of the asses~or as they may deem just and proper. 
It shall be the duty of the assessor a~d city recorder to bo present 
at all meetings of said board of review; the recorder shall act as 
clerk of said board and the assessor shall present before the board 
all facts relating to the assessment. Such board of review shall 
possess and be vested with all the powers which are or may be 
vested in town boards of review, and may require any person who 
may be required to list property, or whose property is listed for 
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taxation to appear before said board and submit to an examination 
on oath touching any property owned by him or under his control 
subject to be listed for taxation and_ they may examine upon oath 
any person whom they may suppose to have knowledge of the 
amount or value of the personal property of any person, and for 
that purpose any member of said board is hereby authorized to 
administer oaths to all persons, who by the provisions of this act 
are required to submit to any e1eamination before said board. 
Said board of review .may sit from day to day or adjourn from 
time to time as it shall deem proper; until it shall have revised and 
equalized said assessments. Any person aggrieved by any assess­
ment shall have the right to appear before such board of review 
and present .his grievances) and whenever it appears upon a hear­
ing or otherwise that an)'property is listed or assessed at more or 
less than its true value, said board shall immediately procted to 
correct such over or under valuation as the case may be; and when­
ever it appears to the satisfaction of the board that property which 
ought to be listed has been omitted by the assessor, or otherwise, 
the board shall immediately proceed to list and place such property 
on the tax roll, with the true value thereof. Any two of said 
board of review are authorized to act at any meeting of said board. 
When the assessment roll$_shall hflve been revise.d by said board, 
they shall return the same to the common council who may con­
firm the same or return the same to the board for further revision, 
to be again reported to the common council. When the common 
council shall have confirmed,the assessment, the city recorder shall 
attach thereto a certificate,"of such confirmation, and such rolls 
shall then be returned to the county auditor, within the time and 
in the same :tnanner as are other assessment rolls. In case the 
comrpon council shall neglect to take final action on such assess­
ment ro11s on or before the time required by law for the return 
thereof to the county auditor, it shall be the dt1ty of the city re­
corder to return them to the county auditor with a certificate of 
that fact, and in such case the assessment rolls as revised by the 
board 0£ review' shall have the same validity as if confirmed by 
said common council. Each member of the board of review shall 
:·eceive.Three d~llars ($3.00) per clay for the time actually employed 
111 serving on said board. 

S:ec. 40. An1t1tal Budget. Anmtal Estimates. The city clerk 
.shall on or, before the second Monday in August confer with the 
heads of departments, and such boards. or other official bodies as 
may be authorized to expend public funds, and prepare the esti­
mates for the annual budget, The estimates shall be arranged for 
each derartment or division of the City• under (1) Ordinary Ex­
penses (for operation, maintenance and repairs); and (2) Capital 
Outlays (for ne'Y construction, new equipment and all improve­
~e1;1-ts o! a lasting character). Ordinary expense shall be sub­
d1v1ded mto: (a) Salaries, with a list of all salaried officel's and 
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positions, with the salary allowance and number of persons hold­
ing each; (b) Wages; (c) Printing, Advertising, Telephone, Tele­
graph, Express, and other like items; (d) Supplies and Repairs, 
with sufficient detail to be readily understood. All increases flnd 
decreases shall be clearly shown. In parallel columns shall be 
added the amounts granted and the amounts expended under simi­
lar heads for the past two completed :fiscal years and for the cur­
rent year. 

. The city clerk shall add thereto a statement of the revenues 
which have accrued for the past three fiscal years, the amount col­
lected, the uncollected balance and an estimate of the revenues for 
the next fiscal year. The statement of revenues shall specify the fol­
lowing items: Sums derived from (a) Taxation, (b) Fees, (c) Fines, 
(d) Interest, (e) Miscellaneous, not included in the foregoing; (£) 
Sales and Rentals; (g) Operation of Public Utilities; (h) Special 
Benefit Assessments; and (i) Sales of Bonds and Other Obligations. 
Such estimates shall be in typewriting and shall be submitted to 
the council at a meeting not later than the first Monday in Sep­
tember and shall be made public. 

SEC. 41. Making of Bttdget. The council shall nieet to c 
sider the budget and to hear from_ the authorities asking f ppro­
priations and from interested citizens one week after the estimates 
were submitted and made public. There shall be prepared and 
presented to the council a proposed budget resolution and the 
council shall hold meetings thereafter for its consideration until 
ample time has been granted for full discussion and consideration 
thereof. 

The annual budget finally agreed upon shall be a resolution 
setting forth in detail the complete :financial project for the City 
for the next fiscal year. It shall indicate the sums to be raised 
and from what sources and the sums to be spent and for what 
purposes, according to the plan indicated in Section 40. TI:e total 
sum appropriated shall always be less than the total estimated 
revenues by a safe margin. The council shall .adopt the budget 
resolution not later tl1an the first day of October, and levy taxes 
accordingly. 

. SEC. 42. Enforcement of tlte Budget. It shall be the duty of 
the city clerk to enforce strictly the provi~ions of the bttdget. He 
shall not approve any warrant upon the city treasurer for any ex­
penditure unless an appropriation has been made in the bud~et, 
nor for any expenditure covered by the budget unless there 1s a 
sufficient unexpended balance left after ~educting the total past 
expenditures and the sum of all outstanding warrants. The h~ads 
of the departments shall not place any orders or make any pur~ 
chases except for th~ p~rposes and amounts a1;1thorized in the 
budget. Any obligat10n mcurred ~y any person m the e1~ploy of 
the City for any purpose not a1,1thonzed or for any amount m excess 
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of the amount duly authorized shall be a personal obligation upon 
the person incurring the expenditure, 

SEC. 43. Alterations -iti the B1ttlget, After the budget shall 
have been duly adopted, the council shall not have the power to 
increase the amounts :fixed therein, whether by the insertion of 
new iterns or otherwise1 beyond the estimated revenues) unless the 
actual receipts shall exceed such estimates, and in that event not 
beyond such actual receipts. The sums fixed in the budget shall 
be and become appropriated after the beginning of the next fiscal 
year for the several purposes named and no other. The council 
may at any time, by a resolution passed by a five-sevenths vote, 
;reduce salaries or the sums appropriated for any other purpose 
and may authorize the transfer of sums from the unexpended bal­
ance to other purposes. 

Ste.' 44. Tax I,,etJy and Bond Issue. Levy and Collection of 
Taxes. On or before the. first of October immediately after the 
adoption of the annual budget, the council shall levy by resolution 
the taxes necessary to nteet .the requirements of the budget for the 
next fiscal year, subject to the limitations of this cl1arter. The 
city clerk shall transmit, not later than the tenth of October, to 
the county auditor a statement of all taxes levied, and such taxes 
shall be collected and payment thereof be e11forced with and in 
like manner as state and county taxes. No tax shall be invalid by 
reason of any informality in the manner of levying the same, nor 
because the amount levied shall exceed the amount required to be 
raised for the special purposes for which the same is levied, but in 
that case the surplus shall go into the fund to which such tax be­
longs. 

S'.Ec. 45. Maxi1n-1t1Ji Tax Rate. The annual taJ<: rate to de­
fray the ordinary expense for operation and maintenance and fixed 
charges of the various branches of the City government shall never 
exceed twenty~frve mills. It shall be the duty of the city clerk to 
compute the rate of taxation required by the annual budget, sub­
ject to the foregoing limitations, and report the same to the council. 

S:Ec, 46. lss1tance of Bonds, The council may, subject to the 
restrjctions her_einafter provided, issue bonds, on. the faith and 
credit o~ th~ City, .on either of two plans: Plan (a), bonds whose 
redempt1011 is provided for at maturity by means of au adequate 
sinking fund; Plan (b), Serial Bonds, a fixed installment of which 
falls due annually and whose redemption is guaranteed by an 
~nnual tax levy especially provided for that purpose at the time of 
issue. 

The council may adopt either Plan (a) or Plan (b) as may be 
most advantageous or practicable, except that all issues of bonds 
to refund outstanding bonds or debts shall he serial bonds issued 
under Plan (b). No bonds shall be issued to run for a longer term 
than the maximum estimated life expectancy of the property or 
improvement for which such loans are authorized, as ascertained 
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and set forth in the ordinance authorizing su~h bonds. In no case 
shall bonds be issued to run for more than thirty ~ears. Tl~e pur~ 
poses for which bonds are issued shall be set forth m the ordmance 
authorizing them, and the proceeds from su~h bonds sha!l not be 
diverted to any other purpose. The full fatth a~d credit of the 
City is pledged for the payment of all bonds, and mterest thereon, 
issued under this section. · 

SEC. ,11. Atblic Utility Bonds a1id Certificates of Jndebt~dness. 
In addition to the bonds authorized in Section 46 the counc1l may 
issue interest-bearing c~rtificates o! ind_ebtedn~ss for the. ptt:P?Se 
of acquiring, constructmg, extendmg, 1mpr?vm& _or mamtammg 
public utility plants by ple~ging such. pubhc ut1ltty property. as 
security therefor. Such cert~ficat~~ of mdebt~dness shall be .a hen 
or charge against such pubhc utility for which they were issued 
and shall be payable, together with the int~1·est the:eon1 out of the 
specified portion of the revenues or earmngs denvecl from such 
public utility. . 

SEC. 48. Limitation on BoM Issues. The council sl~all deter­
mine at the time of framing the annual budget w~at por~1on of the 
revenue required for capital outlays1 as defined m Sectwn 49, for 
the next fiscal year may properly be raised from the sale of . s 
or certificates of indebtedness. The n~mainder of the sum required 
for capital outlays shall he raised ~y taxation'. No part of t~1e 
revenue for the payment of the ol'dmary expenses as defined m 
Section 40 shall be derived from the sale of bonds. 

The c~uncil may then.authorize the issuanc~ of bonds to pro­
vide the sum required by the annual budget, s1tbJect to the follow-

• ing restrictions: . . 
First. The council may by a five,sevenths maJol'lty. votei 

issue bonds for a sum not to exceed the proceeds of a t:"o mill tax 
upon the assessed value of the taxable property 0£ the City for that 
year. . . . 

Second. The council, by a unammous vote, may issue many 
one year additional bonds for an amount not to exceed. the proceeds 
of a four mill tax. 

Third. All issues of bonds; and issues of certificates of indebt­
edness in any fiscal year in excess of a sum eq~al. to the proceeds 
of a six mill tax, require the appr~val of ~ ma1onty of the voters 
voting thereon at a general or special elect10n. 

SEC ,18 A Ligltt Plants Power to Acquire, Bonds, Condetnn(}Jion. 
Whenev~r' at· any general' or special clectio1;-, lield in the C1ty of 
Wabasha the electors thereof by an affirmatiye vote o_f three~fifths 
of the legal voters voting thereat, so_ deter~n.me the Cit! of Waba­
sha shallhave authority and power m addition to_ all other powers 
to issue bonds conferred upon it elsewhere. by th!s. Charter, or by 
virtue of any general or speci~I law, 3Llld m add~t1011 ~o all oth~r 
bonds that it is by law authorized to ISsue. To issue its bonds m 



16 CH.ARTER OF THE 

the aggregate amount .herein~fter mentioned to be de~ermined as . 
heteinafter set forth, and to dispose of the same as heremafter pro­
vided. and to use the proceeds thereof for the purpose of construct­
ing, ~xtending, enlar~ing, improvi~g or . purchasjng_ a municipal 
light plant, but the city ma,y acquire such electric hght plant by 
purchase at such price, not exceeding its fair value, and on such 
terms as may be agreed on between said city and the owner thereof, 
or if such arrangements as to price and terms cannot be arrived at, 
it may acquire such system, by condemnation thereof. ,The pro­
cedure in the event of condemnation shall be that prescribed by 
Chapter 41, Revised Law of 1905, or that prescribed by this Char­
ter and the purchase price of said plant or system as so fixed by 
agreement or condemnation may be paid out of the proceeds of 
the bonds by this section authorized to be issued and the bah\nce 
of the proceeds, if any; may be used for the extension, enlargement 
or improvement ◊£ such plant or plants so acquired. 

SEC. 48 13. Same-- Power of Council, Submission to Voters, 
Notice. Whenever the city council of the City of Wabasha, at a 
regular meeting thereof, determine by resolution, duly adopted by 
a majority vote of all the members thereof, entered upon the min­
utes of the proceedings, that it is necessary either to acqllire by 

-~ purchase or condemnation1Jight plants already in existence, or 
.construct, extend, enlarge or improve a light plant, and that the 
funds in the treasury of th.e City of Wabasha available therefor, 
are not sufficient for such purpose, and that it is ne~essary to issue 
the bonds of such city in am:01:mt to be determined by such city 
council in such resolution, not exceeding in the aggregate fifteen 
per cent of the assessed valuation of the taxable property of such • 
city 3:ccording to the last preceding assessment thereof, the city 
council may cause the proposition of issuing such bonds, in such 
an amount,. to be s;tbmitted to the electors of the city at any gen­
eral or special election to be held therein. Such resolution shall fix 
t~e time_ of said voting if the same be submitted at a special elec­
tion, y,hich sh~ll not be less than ten days after the date of the 
adoption of sai.d resolution, and said special election shall be con­
ducted as pr?v1ded by law for general elections. · 

~he notice of such elections at which said proposition is to be 
submitted, whether general or special, shall contain a statement of 
the t~tal .a~ount of the principal of said bonds, and the purpose 
to which it 1s prop◊sed to put the same. 

S~c. 48 C. Same- Election, How Cond1tcted; Ballots, etc. 
In votmg up~n such a proposition those in favor of issue of bonds, 
shall have wntten or printed, or partly written and partly printed 
on the ballots used, the words "Issue of Bonds." "Yes" "No" 
and each ~lecto_r voting on such propositions shall mak~ a cro;s 

· mark th~s. (x) m one of the two spaces left for the purpose upon 
the ~argm of the ballot used as provided in section twenty-eight, 
chapter four, General Laws of Minnesota for 1893. The elector 
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desiring to vote in favor of issuing bonds shall make a cross mark 
thus (x) in the place left opposite the word "Yes," and the elector 
desiring to vote against the issuing of bonds shall make a cross 
mark thus (x) in the place so left opposite the word "No," and no 
ballot shall be ·counted on said proposition except· thos~ having 
said cross mark (x) opposite one only of said words "Yes,'1 "No." 
The voting shall be conducted in the same manner as provided by 
law for the election of city officers, and shall be counted, returned 
and canvassed in the same manner as provided by law for the 
election of city officers, and if upon such canvass it appears that a 
three-fifths majority of all the votes cast upon said proposition, 
shall be in favor of issuing bonds the same may thereafter be issued 
in accordance with the. provisions of this act, but not otherwise. 

SEC. 48 D. Same- Bonds, When Issued; How Disposed of. 
Whenever the electors of the city at any such election shall declare 
in favor 0£ issuing the bonds of the city hereunder, the City of 
Wabasha and the City Council thereof, is hereby authorized and 
empower~d by an affirmative vote of a majority pf the members 
of such council to issue the bonds of the City of Wabasha, in an 
amount to be determined by the city council, not exceeding in the 
aggregate the aniount contained in ~aid prop_osition, _adopted · 
the electors at said election, and the city council may d1spo .. .t the 
same as hereinafter provided, and may use the same and the pro­
ceeds' thereof for any of the purposes w~ich the resolution provided 
for in section two of this act shall, specify, but not otherwise. 

SEC. 48 E. Same- Terms of Bonds, etc. Such bonds shall 
be of such denomination as the city council may determine, shall 
be payable at such place as the city council_ may designate; at such 
times, not less than ten nor more than thirty years from date of 
issue; shall be made payable to bearer, or t? the order of !he per­
son or corporation to whom they may be delivered, as t11e city may 
deem best and shall draw interest payable semi-annually, at such 
place as the city council may determine, at a rate not exceeding 
six per cent per annum, to be represented by c_oupons attached to 
said bonds. Said bonds and coupons shall be signed by the mayor 
and attested by the clerk or similar officer or recorder of the City 
of Wabasha, and the corporate seal of the city shall be imprinted 
upon said bonds. . 

SEc. 48 F. Same- Bonds, J!o~ Disposed OJ. _The city coun­
cil shall have authority by a maJot1ty vot~ of all. its members to 
dispose of such bonds in such man.ner as m the J';dgment. of the 
city council shall best subserve the mterest of. the city, but 1t shall 
not negotiate the sale, dispose of, nor sell sa1~ bonds, nor a1:y of 
them, at less than their par value and accrued mterest, and neither 
the said bonds or the proceeds of ~he s~le thereof. shall be used for 
any other purpose than specified m said resolut10n c~nte?t~lated 
by Section 48 B hereof, and such purpose shall be agam distmctly 
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stated in said resolution of said council authorizing the issuance 
thereof; 
. SEc. 48 G. Same- Lie?i of Bonds, etc. The principal and 
1!1terest of any.such bonds so issued is hereby declared to be a :first 
hen ,upon the hght plants respectively constructed or acquired by 
m~ans of said. bonds or .the _pr~ceeds of the sale thereof, and the 
faith and credit of the city 1ssumg the same is hereby irrevocably 
pledged to the payment thereof, any provision of the law of this 
state, whether general or special, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 49. Disbursements, How },r[ ade. All disbu~sements ex­
cept the principal and interest on bonds and certificates of intlebt­
edness, :i,nd except orders of the library board and orders of the 
water, light and power c9mmission, shall be made only upon the 
order of the ~ayor and city clerk, duly authorized by a resolution 
of the coui1cil, an4 every s~ich resol,ution and order shall specify 
~h~ purpose f9r which the disbursement is made, and indicate that 
it 1s to be paid out oi the proper funcl. Each such order shall be 
payable, to the order of ~~e person)n, whose favor it is drawn. 
But 110 such order shall be issued until there is money sufficient to 
pay the sa1:1e to the credit of the fund out of which it is to be paid 
together with a~I then outstanding orders against such fund. An; 
o:der o~ i:esolu~on for the pa).1me1~t of-monty violating any provi­
~1on of this s~c.tion sha~ be void, and any officer of the City violat­
mg any prov1s10n of th1s sect~on shall be personally responsible for 
the .amount ?~ such payment, 11 any such payment is made contrary 
to the prov1s10np hereof. No contract requiring the payment of 
mo:iey by the C1~y shall.be valid unless the particular fund out of 
wh!ch th~ same 1s ~o be paid is specified in such contract. No 
~la111;1- aga11;1st the City shall be allowed unless accompanied by an 
1temize1 bill and voucher, pay roll, or time sheet signed by the 
responsible officer who has personal knowledge of the facts in the 
cas.e and vouches for the corr\!ctness and reasonableness of the 
claim. 

• SEC. 50. Ftmds to be Kept. There shall be maintained in the 
city t_reasury the following funds for the support of which the 
council may levy an annual tax· 

L A sinking fund for the· purchase, or payment when due of 
any hon.els or any other debt of the City, and to pay the inte;est 
on all bonds and other obligations of the City. The council shall 
lfevyd an ~nnual tax sufficient to meet all obligations against this 
un when due, unless otherwise provided for. 

. 2, A library fun~ for the support of the pliblic library. Into 
tln1 fy.nd shall be paid all gifts Ot' devices made for the support of 
sue 1 ibrary .. All clain:is against this fund shall be paid onlv on 
orders of the library board, signed by the president and secretary. 

. 3. A p~blic uti!ity fund or funds for the acquisition, construc­
tion, extension, mamtenance, and operation of any public utility 
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owned or operated by the City, including the payment of the inter­
est 011 any bonds or other indebtedness which may be a lien upon 
such utility. There shall be paid into this fund all moneys derived 
from the sale of bonds issued on account of any utility> and from 
the operation of such utility, and front the sale of any property 
acquired for or used in connection with any such utility. There 
shall be paid out of this fund the cost of the purchase, construction, 

·extension, operation, maintenance and repair of such utility, in~ 
eluding the interest upon all bonds or other indebtedness which 
may be a lien upon such utility. Any surplus in said fund may be 
used for the purchase of any bonds or certificates of indebtedness " 
issued against said utility, and for t:[le payn1ent of such bonds or 
other indebtedness upon their maturity. Separate funds and ac­
counts shall be kept for each such utility operated separately, and 
in case two or more utilities are operated together the funds and 
accounts shall be kept separately a& far as practicable. All claims 
against this fund shall be paid only on orders of the water, light 
and power commission, and signed by the president and secretary. 

In the event of a sale of a public utility or of a surplus arising 
in this fund not needed for the maintenance or repair of any public 
utility the council may transfer the proceeds of such sale or such 
surplus, or any part thereof to any other fund, but no such tr, "r 
shall be made of the funds arising from the sale of any bonds issued 
on account of any utility. 

4. A general fund for the support of such other funds and for 
the payment of such expense·.of the City as the council may deeni 
proper. Into this fund shall ,be paid all moneys not herein. provided 
to be paid into any other fund, iucluding sums derived fro1n fees 
or licenses imposed on owners:of ve?ides. 

5. A permanent improvement revolving fond, which shall not 
be supported by general · tax·~tion. · There shaU be paid into this 
fund moneys received on special assessments heretofore or here­
after levied by the City for local improvem~ents. The council may 
by resolution determine the aggregate amount of the assessments 
for local improvements which, in its judgment, shall be extended 
for payment, as is provided in Chapter VII o! this charter, but in 
no case shall such aggregate amount exceed eighty per cent of the 
total estimated cost of such improvement, and order the issuance 
and sale of extended assessment certificates representing such ag­
gregate sum, which shall entitle the holder thereof, to demand and 
receive from the City of Wabasha, upon surrender of such certifi­
cates to the treasurer on or after the date of payment thereof, the 
amount of monev named therein to be paid, with the rate of inter­
est stipulated to- be paid thereon to the due date thereof and not 
after such date. Such certificates may be issued in such amounts 
and become due on such dates as the council may determine, but 
none of the sa1i.1e shall be payable more than five years from date 
of the same. The proceeds of the sale of said certificates shall be 
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paid into the permane1;t improvement revolvi1;g fu,?-d, .. Said cer­
tificates shall bear a -rate .of mterest not exceedmg six per cent per 
annum. The council may, in its discretion, either sell said certifi~ 
cates direct to investors, or may contract for the sale of all such 
certificates, that may be issued during any calendar year. No sale 
of such certificates, by contract, shall be made except after adver­
tising for bids1 at least one week prior to sale in the official news­
paper 0£ the City, and such sales shall be made to the highest 
responsible bidder. Bids may be asked on the basis of a rate of 
interest specified in the proposals and on the net interest basis on 
which the bidder will pay par for the same. 

SEc. 5L All Receipts to go to the City Treasurer. All receipts 
of money belonging to the City or any branch thereof, excepting 
only those funds collected by the county treasurer, shall be paid 
into the city treasurer by the person authorized to receive the same 
at the close of each business day. ' Any person in the employ of 
the City guilty of a violation of this provision shall be liable to be 
reduced in rank and salary or be dismissed from his office or posi­
tion, as the council may determine after a hearing. 

SEC. 52; Accounts and Reports. The city clerk shall be the 
chief accounting .officer of the City and every branch thereof, and 
shall have authority to prescribe and enforce proper accounting 
metbods, forms, blanks, and other devices consistent with law, 
this charter and ordinances fo accord with it. He 5hall submit to 
the council1 whenever called upon, a statement showing the amount 
of money in the custody of the city treasu.rer; the status of all 
funds, the amount spent or chargeable against each of the annual 
budget allowances and the balance left in each, and such other in­
formation about the finances of the City as the council may re­
q_uire. Once each year, on or before the last day 0£ March, the 
city clerk shall submit a report to the council covering the entire 
iinancial operation of the city for the past year. This report shall 
s~ow the .act~al total receipts and actual total expenditures, omit­
tmg duphcat10ns, and stating the cash balance at the beginning of 
the last _fiscal year and at the close; the total outlays for operation 
and mamtenance, and the total capital outlays; the condition of 
e~ch of the funds; the total receipts by sources and the total expen­
ditures by general purposest the total outstanding bonds and debts 
of the City, when due, the amount of new bonds issued and the 
amount redeemed, the interest rate of each; the condition of all 
the annual budget allowances; and an inventory of all the property 
owned by the City; and such further information as the council 
and other City officials and the tax-payers should know. 

CHAPTER VII. 
LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS, 

. SECTION 53. Co11tract or Day Labor. The City of Wabasha, 
actmg through the council, shall have power to lay and construct, 
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extend relay and repair, dire~tly by. day labor, or by contract, 
pavements, curb and gutter, sidewalks sewers ·water mains elec-

. d' d dll ' ' ' tnc con u1ts an any an a . othedocaT improvements, in or under 
the streets, alleys, and public places in the City: The City shall 
also have power, under the conditio11s herein specified, to provide 
for the payment of the whole, or any part thereof of the cost of 
any _such improvement by a special assessment upon the property 
spec~ally benefi.tted thereby, The amoun~ assessed to the property 
specially benefitted, to pay for such local improvements authorized 
by this section, shall not exceed· the amount of benefits received 
by such property. 

SEc. 54. Wltitc Way. The council may, by a majority vote, 
order the construction, extension or repair of any sidewalk, sewer 
or the installation upon the streets of the City of a system of orna­
mental street lights or lamps1 known as "White Way," or the 
sprinkling of any highway, which it deems necessary for public 
convenience or safety) and may cause the cost of such construc­
tion or installation or sprinkling, or any portion of such cost, to be 
assessed against the property specially benefi.tte,d thereby. 

SEc. 55. Property Owners Petition. . The council may, upon 
petition of not less than fifty per cent of the owners of th al 
estate to be assessed therefor, ol;'iipon the petition of the owners 
of not less than iifty per cent of the real estate to be assessed 
therefor, as shown by the records in the office of the Register of 
Deeds of Wabasha County, cause}0 be made any improvement 
authorized by law, or by this charter, to be made by the City, and 
thereupon assess the cost of such improvement, or any portion 
thereof, against the property specially benefitted by such improve­
ment. 

SEC. 56. Street Inte1'SIJctions. The cost of grading, paving 
and otherwise improving the intersections of streets, avenues and 
~lleys with other streets, avenues a_nd al~eys, .an~ the c?st of con­
struction and maintenance of all bridges m this city which are not 
chargeable to any railway company, or the county of Wabasha, 
shall be paid by general taxation, .and no assessments for be!le:fi~.s 
for any such improvements shall ever. be. made, an~ the City 1s 
also authorized to construct and mamtam at pubhc expense a 
sidewalk connecting Block 28 with Block 84 in said City. 

· SEC. 57. Appeal front Ass~ss.ment. Any party interested in 
any property assessed under this chapter may appeal. fr?m s;1ch 

. assessment to the District Court of ~abasha County! withm thirty 
days after the publication ~f the notice of confirmat10n the:eof _by, 

. the council. Such appeal 1s hereby _declared. to be. the excl1;1s1ve 
way in which such assessment can be many wise revised, modified, 
amended or annulled. . 

SEC. 58. Notice of Appeal: Said appe~l shall be made by 
filing a written notice with . the city clerk, statmg the party appeals 
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to the District Court from the assessment, and containin" a de­
scription of the property .of the appellant so assessed ,rnd the ob­
jection of the ~pp~llant tci th~ a~sessment, and by Jihng with the 
clerk o~ the District Court within ten days thereafter, a copy of 
the notice of appeal. In case of an appeal, the council shall cause 
a copy of the assessment roll to be made and filed with the clerk 
of the District Court within ten days from the time of the service 
of tp.e notice of appeal. fo. case the return so made to the Dis­
trict Court shal~ in any respect be defective, or insufficient, the 
court m.ay require a further and fuller return to be made. The 
cause shall be entered by the clerk of the District Court in the 
name of the person takin~the appeal against the City as an "Appeal 
from Assessments," and 1t may be brought on for hearing by either 
party, the same as other causes in the District Court. 

. SEC . .59. • 'lr~al of Asses~ment A~peal. Such appeal shall be 
tned by.the D1stnct Court, without a Jury, at a general or a special 
te!m, w1thout pleadings other than as above stated. Upon such 
trial the appellant can make no other objections to the assessment 
t~an t~1ose state_d in his no~ice of appeal 1 but the court may, in its 
~1scret10n, permit such notice to be amended in this respect at any 
time. The .court shall hear such competent evidence as may be 
offered by c1therparty, aud may revise, correct; amen<l, reduce or 
confirm the assessment appealed from, or may order a new assess­
~ent_ to be ma.de as to the propertY_ concerning which such api)eal 
1s tal,et1, and m that event shall d1rect the council how to make 
such new assessment so as to avoid errors complained of. The 
assessment roll shall, when confirmed by the council, in all cases, 
wh;the~ on an appeal, or otherwise, and in all courts, be prima 
tac1e evidence of t.he validity of all proceedings up to, and includ­
rng the con_firmation of the assessment. Disbursements but no 
costs, may, m the discretion of the District Court, be allo,;ed upon 
an appeal from assessments as in other civil cases, but the judo-ment 
en!ered therefor against the City shall be a separate judgme;t and 
paid out 0£ the general fund of the City. From the determination 
of such appeal by the District Court, either party may appeal to 
the Supreme Court of the State. 

SEc. ~O.; Re,assessments. If an assessment shall be set aside 
by the D:stnct Court for any cause, jurisdictional or otherwise 
t~e council shall proceed in like manner as herein required in rela~ 
hon to the :first assessment. Provided, however, that if the assess­
ment as to any parcel of land shall not be appealed from or shall 
_not have been set aside by the court, the council, in any subsequent 
assessment or _re-assessment, may omit the pieces or parcels of 
land as to wluch the :first assessment shall liave been paid. As 
often as an assessment, or re-assessment, against a piece or parcel 
of real estate, assessed for any local improvement, is set aside, the 
same shall be re-assessed until said property shall have paid its 
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proper proportionate share of the benefits accruing from said 
improvement. 

SEC. 61. Plan of Assessments. Whenever the council shall 
determine to make any l_ocal improvements, the cost of which may 
lawfully be assessed agamst benefitted property, it shall determine 
and designate in a general way the character and extent of such 
improvement and the materials to be used, and thereupon it shall 
order a careful estimate to be made by a competent person of the 
cost of such improvement, togethet with a list of the several lots 
and parcels of land fro11ting upon and adjacent to such proposed 
improvement which he deems benefitted thereby, and the names 
of the owners of the several parcels, as nearly as can he ascertained. 

After receiving such estimates the council shall determine 
what property will be benefi.tted by such local improvement and 
shall thereupon publish at least once in the official paper of the 
City a list of all such property, with the names of the owners so 
far as the same can be ascertained, or in lieu of such list: a desig­
nation of the benefitted district by giving .the boundaries thereof, 
together with a notice of the time and place when and where all 
persons interested may appear and be heard by the council with 
respect to benefits and to the proportion of the cost of the improv •­
ment to be assessed against their property. 

If the council determines to proceed ·with such improvement, 
it shall estimate and fix the cost thereof and shall assess and levy 
such proportion or amount of such cost upon benefitted property 
in proportion as it may deem the same benefitted; p,nd for such 
purpose shall adopt an assessment roll in such forms as it may 
determine, and fix the time when payments may be made. The 
lien of such assessment shall attach to all property assessed as of 
date of the adoption of assessment roll by the council. • 

SEC. G2. Payment of Assessments. As. soon as the council 
has adopted the assessment roll the city clerk shall divide ninety 
per cent of each assessment in excess of ten dollars pet seven 
thousand square feet, except the sprinkling assess111ents, into nine 
equal parts, as nearly as may be and shall, in proper books to be 
kept by him, extend the same jn proper columns in such manner 
that such ninety per cent of such assess1?1ents shall he extended 
over nine successive years after the year 111 ·which the assessment 
shall have been made, leaving the b~Iance thereof to be spread in 
the tenth year, as hereinafter prov1~ed .. Such assessme~ts shall 
be paid in ten annual installments, with mterest to be pmd annu­
ally on each installment, after the firs~, at. the_ rate of six per cent: 
The first nine installments may be par~ with mterest to date only 
at any time after the first installment is due, and the tenth after 
it has been determined, or the full assessment with the interest 
to date may he so paid, · 
. If the assessment against any parcel of land d?es not exceed 

ten dollars per seven thousand square feet, then nmety pei: cent 
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of su~h assessment shall become due within the time fixed by the 
council and the remainder, if any, after the completi-On of the im­
provements as herein provided. 

After the completion of any improvement for which a special 
assessment has been levied, the city clerk shall forthwith make a 
report to the council, showing the actual cost thereof and the 
proportion chargeable to each parcel of land benefitted a:µd assessed. 
The city clerk shall thereupon deduct from the actual cost of the 
improvement to each parcel of land, as shown by such report, the 
aggregate amount of the nine installments theretofore spread 
against the same, comprising ninety per cent of the assessment, as 
above provided, and shall then spread the remainder, if any, as 
the tenth installment of the assessment so made against eacl;l par­
cel of land. In case the ninety per cent has been spread against 
any parcel of land as a single installment, the remainder, ascer­
tained in like manner if an.y, shall be spread as the second install­
ment and be payable within the time fixed by the council. All 
assessments for street sprinkling shall be paid as the council may 
determine. Assessments for local improvements shall be paid to 
the city treasurer. 

SEc; 63. Penalty for Delinquency. Each assessment or in­
s!alhnent not paid within the time fixed for payment by the coun­
cil shall be deemed delinquent and a ten per cent penalty shall be 
added. . 

SEC,. 64. Certified to L111ditor. In each year the council shall 
cause to be made a certified statement of the several pieces.,of land 

• against which assessments. have been made and are delinquent, 
describi!-lg the l~pd affected and giving the amount of the assess­
ment with penalties added, which certified statement shall be filed 
with the county auditor of Wabasha County, on or before the tenth 
of October each year. It shall be the duty of the county auditor 
to extend the assessments with penalties, as shown by such certified 
statement, upon the tax rolls of the county for taxes of the par­
ticular year in which the assessment is filed and the same, for each 
year ending October fifteenth, shall be carried into the tax becom­
ing due and payable in. January of the following year and shall be 
enforced and collected in the manner provided for the enforcement 
a1;d collection_ ?f state and county taxes under and in accordance 
with the prov1s10ns of the general laws of the state, except that in 
court proceedings to enforce the collection of taxes, no defense as 
,to the validity of any such assessments shall be permitted. Such 
assessment, if not paid shall become delinquent ahd be subject 
to the same penalties a1;d the same rate of interest as the taxes for 
state and county purposes under the general laws of the state. 

• SEC. 65. County Treasurer Collector for City. All assessments 
with penalties and interest thereon 'paid to the county treasurer 

· shall belong to the City of Wabasha, and shall be turned over to 
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the city treas,urer in the manner provided in this charter and by 
law. · 

SEC,, 66. Public Se1'vice Compa1iies Not Exempt. Every pub­
lic utility franchise granted under this charter shall contain a pro­
vision requiring the owner or operator of such franchise to be sub­
ject to assessments for local improvements as other owners of 
property and to comply with all the provisions of this chapter. 
Every public service company in this City shall be liable to assess­
ments for local improvements and be s"Ubject to all the provisions 
of this chapter as other owners of property, whether the franchise 
contains such provision or not. 

SEC. 67. Sidewalks. It is hereby made the duty of all own­
ers of land adjoining any street,lane or alley ih said city to con­
struct, reconstruct and maintain in good repair such sidewalks 
along the side of the.street, lane or alley next to the lands of such 
owners respectively as may have been heretofore constructed or as 
shall hereafter be constructed or di.reefed by the common council 
to be built, and of such material and width, and upon such place 
and grade as the common council may. by ordinance or otherwise 
prescribe. Whenever the common council shall deem it necessary 
that any sidewalk in the City of Wabasha shall be constructed or 
reconstructed it shall by resolution direct such construction or re­
construction, specifying the width thereof and the materia of 
which the same i$ to be constructed. The publication of such 
resolutions once in the official paper of the city shall be sufficient 
notice to the owners of the land along which such sidewalk is to 
be built, to construct the same, and unless such owners shall each, 
along his respective land, construct and fully complete such side­
walks within four (4) weeks after the publication of such resolu­
tion, as aforesaid, the common council shall forthwith proceed to 
ascertain the expense of constructing the same and assess and levy 
such expense upon and against each lot and parcel of land upon 
which such sidewalks shall front. Such assessment shall be col­
lected in the same way in all things a~ i}l provide~ for the collection 
of special assessments under the prcms10ns of this charter; and the 
common council may, either befo~e or after making such asse~s~ 
ment, cause such portion of such sidewalks as have not been bmlt 
by the owners of such ]and fronting upop ~he same and all street 
crossings to be built by the street commissioner or upon contract, 
or by any other person as the council may determine. 

CHAPTER VIII. 
EMINEN'.C DOMAIN. 

SECTION 68. Power to Acq11ir~ Propei·ty. The C~ty of 'Yaba~ 
sha is hereby empowered to acquire1 by _Purchase, g1f~1 dev1~e 9r 
condemnation, any property corp,oreal O! mcorporeal1 either w1th~n 
or without its corporate boundanes1 which may be needed by said 
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City for any public'use ~r purpose, and the fact that the property 
so needed has been acqu1red by the owner under the power of e1ri­
nent domainJ or fa already devoted to public use, shall not prevent 
its acquisition by the City. In addition to the power to acquire 
property for other public purposes, the City may also acquire, as 
herein provided, ~ny gas, water, heat, power, light, telephone, or 
other plant, or other public utilityj but no proceedings to acquire 
any such public utility shall be consummated unless the City has 
the money in its tl'.easury to pay for the same or unless provision 
for paying for the property proposed to be acquired has been made 
by vote of the people, 

SEc. 69,. Proceedings in Taking Property. The necessity for 
the taking of any property by the City shall be determined by the 
council and shall be declared by resolution, which shall describe 
such property as nearly as may be and state the use to which it is 
to be devoted. The acquisition of such property may be accom­
plished by proceedings at law, as in taking land for public use by 
right of eminent domain according to the laws of this state, except 
as otherwise provided in this chapter. 

SEC, 70. Payment of Award. Whenever an a,~ard of dam­
ages shall be confirmed in any proceeding for the taking of property 
·under this chaptet/oi' whenever the court shall render :final judg­
ment in any appeal from any such award, and the. time for aban­
doning such proceedings by the City shall have e:ii:pired, the City 
sh.all 1?e bound to and shall, within sixty days of such final deter­
mmahon, pay the atnount of the award with interest thereon at 
the rate of sh; per cent pcµ- annum from the date of the confirmation 
of the award or judgment of the court, as the case may be, and if 
not so paid, j11dgment therefor may be had against the City. 

. SEc. 71. City .May Abandon Proceedings. The City, by reso­
lution of the. council, at any stage of the condemnation proceedings, 
or. at any time within thirty days after any commissioners ap­
pomted by the court hereunder shall have filed their report with 
the clerk of court, or in case of an appeal to the District or Supreme 
Court at any time within thirty days after final determination 
thereof, may abandon such proceedings as to all or any parcel of 
the property sought to be acquired and shall pay all costs thereof. 

SEC. 72. May Take Entire Plant. In case the City shall 
condemn a public utility, which is operated at the ti1ne of the 
commencem.~nt of condemnation proceedings, as one property or 
?ne system,.1t shall not be necessary in s~ch condemnation proceed­
mgs _or any of t~e proceedings of the council to ~escribe or treat 
separately the different kinds of property composmg such system, 
but al! of the property, lands, articles, franchises and rights which 
enter H1to and go to make up such system may, unless otherwise 
ordered by the court, be treated together as constituting one prop­
erty and an award for the whole property in one lump sum may be 
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made by the commissioners in condemnation or other body assess­
ing the damages. 

SEC. 73. Public Utility, How Sold. No public utility, except 
ferry owned by the City, whether acquired prior to the adoption 
of this charter. or thereafter, shall be sold, leased or otherwise dis­
posed of by the City, unless the full terms of the proposition of 
said sale or other disposition thereof, together with the price to 
be paid therefor, shall have been published in the official paper of 
the City once a week for four weeks, before final action of the 
council, and be submitted to a vote of the people for ratification 
or rejection at a special election called for that purpose or at the 
next general municipal election, and .tatffied by at least a majority 
vote of the electors voting thereon, provided that tbe ferry .111ay be 
leased by the council as by this charter otherwise provided. 

SEc. 74. Easements; How Acqttired. Eas.ements fo~ slopes, 
fills, sewers, building lines poles, wires, pneumatic tube.s, pipes and 
conduits for water, gas, heat, and pm~e! inay be acquired ?Y pro­
ceedings to be conducted by the council m the manner provided by 
Chapter 194 of the General Laws of Minnesota. for the ye~r 19~)3, 
enabling municipalities to establish and acquire a buildmg line 
easement along streets, highway~, par~s l.l!1d parkways. Such eag 
ments may also be acquired by the C1,ty m the sa;11e ma:111er. to be 
assigned or leased to any public service corl?oration which 1s fur­
nishing to the City or its inhabitants water, hght, heat or power or 
gas, 

CHAPTER IX .. 
FRANCHISES. 

SECTION 75. Prancltise Defined. The word "fra11cl;1ise,". 8;5 
used in this chapter, shall be construed to mean any special pn':1~ 
lege granted for the purpose of profit to any person, co-1:artnersh1p 
or corporation in, over, upon or under any of the h1~~ways or 
public places of the City of Wabasha, whetiier such privilege has 
been, or shall hereafter be granted ?Y the City,. or by the State. of 
Minnesota. The terms public service corporation, co-partnership, 
or person as used in this chapter, shall be c9nstr!1e~ to mea~1 any 
person or corporation exercisi~g any franc.h1se w1thm the C1ty of 
Wabasha, except those operating steam ra1lroads,. . 

S1~c. 76. Franchise Ordinances. The council may, by. or.di­
nance adopted by the affinnn.tiv~ vote of a five-sevenths maJ0~1ty 
of all its members, grant rights m1 over, upon or .. under any .hi~h­
way or public place for the purpose of co;1structmg or ope.ratmg 
street and other railways or for tel~phonmg, or tele~raphmg or 
transmitting electri~ity, 0 ~ tr.ansp~rtmg by pneuma~.c tubes, or 
furnishing to the City or its inhabitants, or any portion ther~of, 
water, light, heat or power, or fo~ ~ny ~ther .purpose, but su~3ect 
always to the limitation and cond1tions m th1s chapter prescribed. 
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. . SEC. 77. Term Limited. · No perpetual franchise shall ever 
be granted, nor shall any franchise be granted for a longer term 
than twenty-five years. · 

S:Ec, 7~. PubUcatio1~ _of Franchise. Every ordinance granting 
any franchise shall contam all the terms and conditions of the 
franc~ise and shall be pu~lished verbatim in the official paper of 
the City at least once a week for two successive weeks after its 
passage ahd shall take effect thirty days after its last or final pub-
lication and acceptance by the grantee. · 

SEC'. 79 .. P_ower of Regulation Reserved. The City of Wabasha 
shall have the nght and power to reasonably regulate the exercise 
by any person1 co-partnership or corporation of any franchise, 
whethersuch franchise has been, or shall hereafter be granted by 
the City of Wabasha or by the State. 

SEC •. 80. C()1mcit to Fix Charges. The council may regulate 
and control, _by ordinance, the ?:aximum price to be charged by 
any corporat10n or person exercising any franchise for the service 
rendered by it to the City and to any other person or corporation 
but sue~ price shall be fair and reasonable to such public service 
corporat~on or person and to the pu):>lic: When any person or 
~:irp?ra_t10~. aga111,st whom any order. 1s directed under the provi­
sions o1 this section shall deem such order to be unjust and un­
rea~on~ble, he or it may test its justice or reasonableness by proper 
a?hOn lll the courts, commenced within thirty days after the ser­
y1ce of such. order, and in such action such order shall he entered 
in the_ pren11Ses as shall be warranted by the facts developed upon 
the trial and the law applicable thereto. 

. S:iw. 81. Conditions in Every Franchise. Every franchise, 
which does not contain the provisions prescribed in this section 
shall be a_bsolutely void and incapable of ratification by estoppel 
or otherwise. Every franchise shall contain a provision: 
. L. That the grantee shall be subject to and will perform on 
its part all the terms of Section 80 and 81 of this charter. 

2. That the council shall have the right: 
(a) To hear and determine what are just, fair and reasonable 

rates, fares, and charges £or public service, and to order that only 
reasonable char&es $hall be imposed, and to make effective such 
order by penalties and forfeitures. The granting of a franchise 
shall no_t be deemed to confer any right to include in the charges 
for service any return upon the value of the franchise or grant. 

(b) To require reasonable extensions of any public service 
system. 
· (c) To make such rules and regulations as may be required to 

secure ade_quate and proper service, and to provide sufficient ac-
comtnodations for the public. . 

of tt lhat, ~he grantee shall not issue any capital stock on account 
e ranchise, or the value thereof, and that the grantee shall 
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have no :ight to rec_eive, upon ~ond~l!lnation proceedings brought 
by the City to acqu1re the public ubhty using such franchise any 
return on account of the franchise, or its value. ' 

4. That no sale or lesse of said franchise shall be effective 
until the _assignee or lessee shall have filed in the office of the city 
clerk an mstru1;llent, duly executed, reciting the fact of such sale 
or lease, acceptm& Fhe terms of the franchise, and ag1·eeing to per­
form all the cond1t10ns required by the grantee. The assignee or 
lessee shall also ii.le a bond in such amount and with such conditions 
as ~he co1;mcil mar req1.:ire, which bond shall_ :run to the City as 
obhgee, Wlth sureties satisfactory to the council, and shall obligate 
the grantee, ot lessee to discharge all obligations and liabilities 
imposed by said franchise. 

5. Every franchise granted for the erection of poles or masts 
on or along the 11ighways, or other public places of the City, for 
the conduct of electricity, or for any telegraph or telephone purpose, 
~hall also contain a provision that the council may require the plac­
mg under ground, or in any othei:. §afe or convenient position or 
manner of wires carrying electricity~ '~nd wires for other purposes, 
but in case the council shall require the placing under ground of 
any such wires or the moving thereof in such a manner as to entail 
a substantial expense to any QUblic service corporation, co-par -
ship or person operating in the city, such added expense shall be 
duly taken into account in the fixing of the rates for the service 
rendered by such corporation, co•part)).ershi~ or person. 

G. Every franchise and every extension or renewal of such 
franchise shall contain a provision for its acceptance in writing by 
the grantee within thirty days after its passage by the council. No 
such franchise shall be binding upon the City until its acceptance 
by the grantee. Such acceptance shall be construed to be an ac­
ceptance of and consent to all the terms, conditions and limitations 
contained in the ordinance granting the franchise, as well as of the 
provision of tllis charter. 

The violation by the owner or operator of any franchise of any 
of the express provisions prescribed by this section shall be cause 
for forfeiture of the franchise by resolution of the cotmcil. 

When any person or corporation against whom any order for 
forfeiture of franchise is directed under the provisions of this sec­
tion shall deem such order to be unwarranted, unjust or unreason­
able, he or it may test its justice or reasonableness by proper 1:ction 
in the courts commenced within thirty days after the service of 
such order and in such action such order shall be entered in the 
premises etther sustaining, modifying or vacating the order made 
by the council as shall be warranted by the facts developed upon 
the trial and the law applicable thereto. 

SEC. 82. Fttrther Limitatl01ts, The en;1-meratio~ and specifi­
cation of particular matters, which must be included m every fran-
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>r. r~new~l or ~tension of any franchise, shall not be con­
to 1m.pa1r the nght of. t~e City to insert in such franchises 
ther and further conditions and :restrictions as the council 
eem yrop_er to ptote~t ~e City's interest, nor shall any thing 
eel in_ t~IS charter _hm1t any right or power possessed by the 

ver existing fra,ni::lnses, 

CHAPTER X .. 
PUBLIC UTILITIES. 

W;ION 83. Commission of. Three . . There shall be created 
City of Wabasha, a water, light and power commission con­
of ,three commissioners, with powers and duties as h~rein­

rov1ded. 
w. 84'. Appointment of Commissioners. The comm1ss1<)n 
e appmnted _by the common council of the City. When first 
I one commissioner shall be appointed for one year, one for 
)ars, and one for three years, and thereafter each commis­
shall be appointed for a three year term, except that vacan­
all be filled for the unexpired term, only. Each commissioner 
ake the oath prescribed by lawbefore assuming the duties of 
L<;e ap..d shall~ continue in office until hi;; successor has been 
ted and qualified. No such commissioner shall be a member 
conun<m council. 

e:c. 85. President. The commissioner serving for the last 
f the term for which he was appointed, shall serve as president 
commission dudng that year. 
~c: 86. Exdusive Power. The water, light and power 
1ss10n ~hall have full and exclusive control of, and power over 
ater, hght and power plant or plants, and all parts, attach­
and app_urtenances thereto, and all apparatus and material 

operatmg such plants, including all the necessary public 
ngs. 
'he commission shall have power and authority to operate 
)lant or plants, to make necessary extensions, and improve­
. and to do any and all things necessary for the economical 

tion of the same. Provided, however, if such extensions, 
vements or repairs shall require the issuance of bonds, then 
t eyent, the commission shall make application to the council 
L~ lssuance of the bonds deemed necessary, subject to the 
aons of Chapter VI of this charter. 
:h~ commission shall have no power or authority to sell, lease, 
lr m any way dispose of or incumber the plant or plants under 
control, or suffer or permit such property or any part of it 
me under the control of any private person or corporation 
oever. The commission shall have power to btty materials, 
Y all necessary help, and make necessary extensions, iru­
ments, chang~s and repairs in the plants and building under 
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their charge, eith~r directly by day labpr, or by contract. They 
shall have authority to buy fuel, equipment and supplies and em­
ploy the help _necessary to. operate such plants. They shall fix 
the compe1;satl~r~ of all the1t employees, which shall be paid out 
of the public ut1lrty fund, but shall themselves receive no salaries. 

. SEC: 87. Finances. The commission may make contracts 
with pr_1vate persons, companies or corporations for furnishing 
water, h~ht, h~at, and power. They may prescribe the time and 
manner m which payments for all such services shall. be made. 
The manner in which water and electric .current shall be computed, 
or m;asu;ed, ~hall be by meter only, a.nd the commission may fix 
the time m _which the _same may he_ use? for certain purposes. They 
may prescribe penalties for the v10lat10n of rules and regulations 
of the commission. ·· 

The commission shall employ a secretary, who shall keep an 
accurate record of its proceedings, and who shall keep a complete 
syste11; ?f accounts, showing all the :financial operations of the 
c~mm1ss10n and the :finances of each of the . utilities or plants 
under their charge. All the papers, books, records and accounts 
of the commission shall be public records and be open to the in­
spection of the public at any time. 

The commission shall prescribe the manner of, and the " n 
by whom all water and light rentals shallbe collected. All moneys 
received by the commission or any of its employees shall be turned 
over to the city treasurer forthwith and be deposited by him in the 
proper fund. The city treasurer shail"pay no money out of the 
public utility fund except on an order of the commission, signed 
by the president and secretary, stating on its face the person to 
whom it is to be paid and accompanied by a proper bill and voucher. 

The commission shall pay into the city treasury annually, to 
be credited to the public utility fund, an amount equal to ten per 
cent of gross receipts of the light and power plant, to be invested 
by him in interest-bearing certificates of deposit, which sum, to­
gether with accumulated interest, is to be available only for the 
replacement of the plant or machinery, but not for repairs or addi­
tional machinery. Provided, .however, when such sum equals 
seventy-five per cent of the original investment, the surplus may 
be available for other public utility purposes. 

SEC. 88. City to Pay for Service. The commission shall make 
a reasonable charge, based on the cost of service, for lighting the 
streets. and public buildings, and a reasonable hy~rant rental for 
supplymg the City with water. Such rentals for llght, power, and 
water service shall be collected in the same manner as are the 
rentals from other patrons, unless the council and the commission 
agree upon some other plan. 

SEC. 89. Surplus Funds. The surplus derived froin the 
operation of the light and power plant, after setting aside the 
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sums above specified for interest and replacement, may be placed 
to the credit of the water works or be turned into the sinking fund, 
or the general fund of the City, as the commission shall determine. 
The accounts of the commission shall be kept so as to show at all 
times the earnings of each of the plants under its care, and all 
transfers of sums ordered. 

SEc, 90. Official Bonds The secretary and all other em­
ployees .of the commission entrusted with the collection or handling 
of :funds shall furnish a good and sufficient bond in an amount to 
be fixed by the commission, with a.t least two sureties, acceptable 
to the commission. Such bonds shall be deposited with the city 
treasurer. 

SEc. 91. Anmtal Report. The commission shall at the close 
of each fiscal year make a report showing the financial operations 
for the past year, the status of all its accounts, an inventory of all 
the property in its ca,re, and the results accomplished by its man­
agement. Such report shall be published in the official paper and 
a copy filed with the city clerk. The commission shall furnish a 
condensed· statement showing the financial condition of each of 
the utilities or plants in its charge, at least quarterly, or as often 
as the council may require. All such reports shall be promptly 
made and filed with the city clerk. 

CHAPTER :XI. 
MISCELT.ANEOUS. THE FER;R.Y. 

SECTION 92. The City of Wabasha shall have the right to 
operate and maintain a ferry across the Mississippi River from any 
part of said City to the State of Wisconsin, and for said purpose 
shall have the right to hold, take and acquire any and all rights 
and franchises for the maintaining anq operating of such ferry now 
o.wned by an:y other persons; and upon the expiration of such 
rights, franchises and privileges as may have been heretofore 
granted to any other persons, there is hereby granted to the City 
of Wabasha in its corporate capacity the exclusive right and privi­
leg~. of establishingt _ke.epingl o~erating and mai~tai~ing ~ fe~ry or 
ferries across the M1ss1ssipp1 River from any pomt m said city to 
that portion of the State of Wisconsin which lies opposite, per­
petually, with full power to construct or purchase all necessary 
or <wnvenient boa,ts vessels machinery, docks, piers, ferry houses 
and other a.ppurten~nces to 'such business. 

SEc. 93. The Common Council shall have the right and power 
to lease said ferry and any and all appliances connected therewith 
upon such. terms 'as it may determine, b_y resolution duly passed 
by a :five-sevenths majority of such council. 

SEC. 94. The Common Council may by ordinance, contain~ 
ing suitable penalties, prohibit the maintenance or operation by any 
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person or persons other than the agents of said City or its lessee 
or lessees of any ferry across the said river from any point in the 
City of Wabasha to any point in the State of Wisconsin. 

SEC. 95. The City of Wabasha shall have the right and 
authority to construct, keep and -inaintain or to aid in construct~ 

•ing, keeping and maintaining any wagon road or roads in the_ State 
of Wisconsin leading to and terminating at said ferry landmg or 
at any point opposite to the corporate limits to said City of W~ba­
sha, with full pow~r to construct all necessary ~nd convement 
bridges, culverts, piling and docks, and to rendef said road passable 
and easy for travel. 

THE PARK BOARD, 

SECTION 96. The City Council shall, at its regular meeting 
held on the third Tuesday in April follbwing the taking_ effect of 
this charter appoint a Park Board from among the residents of 
this City. Such Board shall consist of three me~bers. One 
member shall be appointed for a term. ending on the third ~uesday 
of April next after such appointme~t, o!Je for a· term en1mg one 
year after the third Tuesday of Apr1l next after suc!3- appointment, 
and one for a term ending two years after the third Tuesday o · 
April next after such appointment1 and !heref:tter annually . . . .e 
regular meeting of said council held on the thud Tuesday of Apr!l 
the council shall fill the vacancy in said boar~ caused by the e~p1~ 
ration of the term of one of the member? of said board by. appomt­
ing a member on said board to serve f~r the next ensuing three 
years. 

SEC. 97. Such Park Board shall h~ve general charge. and 
jurisdiction over th~ public parks ~f ~he City, but shall_ ~ot m~ur 
any indebtedness without first rece1vmg frOJ? the counc1! authority 
to do so. Such Park Board shall at all times be sub3ect to the 
direction of the Council. · 

SEc. 98. Charter a Pttblic Ar.t. This charter of the City of 
Wabasha shall be a public act and ne~d not be pleaded nor prov~~ 
in any case. It shall take eff~ct thirty days from and after its 
adoption by the voters of the City, 

SEC. 99. Oath of Office. Every elec~ed or. appointed officer 
of the City shall, before assuming his official duties, appear be.fore 
the city clerk and take and subscribe ~he oath of offi.c~ prescribed 
by law and :file the same with the city clerk. Eve1y officer of 
the City shall hold over until his successor has been elected or 
appointed and duly quali:fied:,., . . 

SEc. 100. Official Bonds. The city clerk shall _furmsh, b~­
fore assuming the duties of his office a go?d and suffi.~1ent bond m 
a sum to be annually .fixed by the council, and s1:ffic1e1:t to amply 
protect the City, for the faithful performance of Ins duties. 
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Such official bonds shall be approved by the council and the 
mayor, and shallJie furnished either by persons of good financial 
stan<;ling or by sti:tety companies authorized to do business in this 
state, whose books are at all times open to inspection by any 

'proP.etly authprized per~on or any office~ of the City. AU such 
official bonds shall be approved by the city attorney as to form,~ 
and filed in the office of the city clerk, the cost of such bonds shall 
be paid by the City. 

SEc; 101. City Officers Not to Accept Favors or Contracts. No 
officer or employee of the City shall solicit or receive any pay, com­
mission1 money or things 0£ value, or derive any benefit, profit, or 
advantage, directly or indirectly, from, or by reason of, any im­
provement, alteration or repair required by authority of the City, 
or any contract to which the City shall be a party, except his law­
ful compensation or salary as such officer or employee. No officer 

· or employee 0£ th<; City, except as otherwise provided in this char~ 
ter, or by law, shall solicit, accept, or receive, directly or indirectly, 
from any public utility corporation or. the owner of any public 
utility or franchise, any pass, frank, free ticket, free service, or any 
othel' favor, upon terms more favorable than those granted the 
public generally. A violation of any of the provisions of this sec-

\ tion shall disqualify the -0ffcnder to continue in office or employ­
ment of the City and he shall be removed therefrom. 

· Any contract with the City in which any officer or employee 
of the City is, or becomes, directly or indirectly interested person­
ally, or as a member of a Jir1n, .or as an officer, or director of a cor­
poration, shall be and become void; and any money which shall 
have been paid on such contract by the City may be recovered 
from any or all the persons interested therein by a joint or several 
action. 

SEc. 102. Contracts/ How Let. In all cases of work to be 
done by contract, or of the purchase of property of any kind, when 
the amount involved is more than :five hundred doUarsi unless the 
council, by an emergency resolution, shall provide otherwise, it 
shall advertisefot· bids in the official paper of the City. Contracts 
shall be let to the lowest responsible bidder who offers to furnish 
the article desired for the lowest sum. The council may, however, 
reject any and all bids· and nothing contained herein shall prevent 
the City from contracting for the doing of _work with patente~ 
processes, or from purchasing patented appliances. The council 
shall regulate the making of bids and letting of contracts by ordi­
nance. 

SEc. 103. Contracts· How ExecJeted. All written contractsi 
b~nds and instruments of every kind and des~ription,. to which the 
City shall be a party, except as herein otherwise provided, shall be 
executed in the name of the City by the mayor, and shall be at~ 
tested by the city clerk. 
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SEC. 104. Ojficiat P1tblicati01i. 'Ihe council shall annu~lly 
provide, by resolution, for the publicatlQn of all matters required 
to be published, and shall annually designate a ~ewspa;per of gen~ 
eral circulation in the City as the official paper in which all such 
publications shall be made. 

SEc. 105. Statutes Not A.ffe~ted byC!iarter. All acts now ex­
isting or hereafter enacted relating to tlie municipal court shall not 
be affected by this charter. . . . , 
· All general laws and statutes of. the state apphc_a?le to citl~s 
of the fourth class, not inconsistent 'With the pro:v1s10ns of this 
charter, shall apply to the City ,of Wabaspa, and shall be construed 
as supplementary to the prov1?1~ns of th1~ charter .. 

All acts or parts of acti' givmg tlwC1ty authority and powers 
to be exercised outside of the city limit_s are hereby expressly re-
tained. 

SEC. 106. Existing ·Ordinances-rContinued. fll ordin~nces, 
and all departmental and board rules- and regu~ations, not me~:~ 
sistent with the provisions of this ch:tr~er, ~nd 11 f°rce whcf11 Je~~ 
charter takes eff ect

1 
are hereby contin11ed m ful orce an e 

until amended or repealed. . 

S ,• 10... P• din" co1tdemnati_ons and Assessments: . Any 
EC. 1 • dt · P d" • s when this ch 

condemnation or assessment :wocee_tna!?- prof\~~ under the aws 
ter takes effect shall be contmued an comp ~ . be un 
or charter provision under which sth pr?ceet~t~ 7i~~ wl~en °this 

All asses~ments made by the µityt&J1:ndo the lien thereof en­
charter. goes mto effect shall ~e he?. eh . ter had not been adopted. 
forced m the sarne manner as if t. 1s c ar _, 

. · St I The council shall have exclu-. 
. . SEC. 108. Vac_ation of ree s. . e-sevenths majority vote, 
s1ve power, by. ordm_ance passed by :fiJile s within the City. A 
to vacate or d1scontmue str~ets haniffi.ce 6£ the Register of Deeds 
record thereof shall be made in t P . · ay be made on such terms 
of Wabasha County. Such vacauoft n~y by ordinance, ~nd upon 
and by such procedure as the co~t~c ll1 !b 
due notice to all interested parties, prescn e. . 

, N t Lost by Adverse Possession. No 
SEC. 109. City Property 1 0 

. Cit fo any property shall be 
right, title, estate or easement of t he c:/ and no statute of lin1ita­
l?st by adverse .posses~ion or oc~up~~ f;vor of any person occupy­
tlons shall operate against the. Chity v whether such highway shall 
ing any public property or hig wa.,, 
have been improved or not. . . 

• No action shall be mamtamed 
SEC, ll0. D(l.mage Smts. injuries or damages to persons 

against the City on account ~f an1lall be commenced within one 
or property, unless such action j injury or damage, nor unless 
year from the occurrenc~ of ~uc ~riting to the city clerk within 
notice shall have been given inf 'such injury or damage, stating 

. thirty days of the occurrence 0 



36 CHARTER OF THE 

the time when and the specific place where and the circumstances 
unde:r, whieh the.same occurred, and that the person injured or 
damaged will claim damages ofthe City therefor; but such notice 
shall not be required when the person injured sh.all in consequence 
thereof be bereft of reason. 

S:ec. 111. Recovery of Judgment for Damages. If any judg­
tnent shall. be recovered in any action against the City for any 
injury or damage caused by any obstruction, excavation, opening 
or defect in any street or alley or public ground caused or occa­
!;lioned by the act or omission of any person or corporation the City 
shall have the right to recover the amount of any such judgment 
itoin the person or co:tporation so responsible for such obstruction, 
excavation, opening, or defect. . 

SEC. 112. Ordinances to Make Clzartei· Ejf ective. The council 
shall by ordinance make such regulations as may be necessary to 
carry out and make effective the provisions of this charter. 

SEC. 113. When Elected Officials Take Office. All elective 
officers who are in office when this charter takes e:ff ect shall con~ 
tinue in office until the term for which they were elected expires. 
All officers elected un,der this charter shall enter upon their re­
cgpective, duties at twelve o'clock noon 011 the third Tues.day in 
April £9llowing their election and qualification. 
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