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MUNICIPAL COMMISSION 

610 Capitol Sqoare Building 
· 10th & CedQr Streets 

. St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 
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This is to inform you that the attached amended 

order of the Municipal Commission is to correct 
.... -

the property description excepting the Township 

of Oakport property. The corrections are 
• 

contained in Findings of Fact VIII on Page 5 

and part 1 ( d} of ·the Order on Page 7" 
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BEFORE T!IE MtJNTO'.fPA L COMMIDSION 

OF 'l1HE STA.Tm OP MINNESO'l1J\ 

Robert W.. Johnson 
Arthur Ro Swan 
:tobert J., Ford 
'Chornley Wells 

· ;)on Birmingham 

Chairman 
Vice Cha:Lrman 
Member 
E,c ... Ofi'icio Member 
E,c-Offic:to Member 

The petition to:r the annexation to thf City of Moorhead of cer;jaj.n 

:real estate situat~d in the County o:f Clay and State of' Minnesota, 

described as per abta.ched Order, and as set forth in that cel"ta:.tn 

Resolution a.doptied by the City Council of' the Ci·t;y 0£ Moorhead, M:i.n:1esota, 

ob the 1st. day o:f June1 1970i came duly on f'o:r hearing on the 14th ,iay 

of Julyf 1970, said hearing being had before Bruce Rasmussen, Executive 

Secretary of the Municipal Commission who was designated ·co receive and 
. . 

repo.rtevidence on the written p.t"oceeding,, 

Vance N" Thysell appea:r-ed for and on behalf' of the petit,ioning J.and 

o:wners. The City of' Moorhead was present by and through its City Engineer, . 

Ronald Stahlberg, and its City Clerk, Everett Lecy. The Township of 

Oakport appeared by and through its attorney, J e P .. Dosle,nd.. Norman Va,n 

Raden was also present, representing himsel.f a.s an interested land crwner. 

Thornley Wells and Don Birminghcm were :?.lso present-> 

It was made to appear that a. resolution of the City Council of the 

City of Moorhead and a petition by a majority of the property owners 

within tbe territory proposed to be annexed was filed with the Minnesota 

Municipal Commissi.on on the 10th day O.f June, 1970. 

It was made to appear that the Commission issued its Notice of' . 

Hearing dated June 17, 1970, setting the 1/+th day of' July, 1970, at. 

10 :30 o I clock A oM;, in the Cit::, Hall in t.lw City of Moorhead, Minnesota, 



as being the time and place of' said hea1"ing .. 

It was 1nade to appear that the Notice of Jiea:rinc; wa.s sent to the 

appropriate parties by the Sectetary of' the Municipal Commission of the 

State of Minnesota.. 

It was made t > appear that said Notice of' Hearing was du.ly · 

published in THE F)RUM on June ,:30, 1970, ar:d again on July 7, 1970. 
. . i 

Evidence was ):f'i'ered and received for and against said annexat::.on 

at said hearing by all par-ties and persons desiring• to be hea:rd, and · 

the Secretary viewad the premiseso 

After due a.nd careful consideration oi the evidence so offered and 

received, together with a.11 of; the records, files and proceedings had 

and taken herein, :tnd being duly. advised ir. the premises, ~he Munic:~pa.1 

Comntission of the State of M:innesota now rnskes and files the follow::~ng 

Findings of Fact, Conclusiona of Law and O:rder" 

" FINDINGS OF FACT 

That the resolution of the City Council of the Cit3r of Moorhead and 

the- petition 0£ a majority of' the property owners within the territory 

proposed to be a11ne:x:ed was filed pursuant. to and in compliance with 

Minnesota Statv.tes 1967, Chapter 41lh> as amended, and said petition and 

resolution ·were in all respects proper in .form, contents and execution~ 

II .. 

That the area proposed for annexation is described as follows: 

lo All that pa!'t of the South Half (S½)of' Section 32, 
. Township 1/4.0, Range 4,S, including Hillside Sub-Division 
of Section 32 less the following described tracts: 

(a) Land previously annexed by the City of' Moorhead 
as their Sewage Treatment Plant which consists of 
27 o 6 acres, and 

,, 



{b) Ou tlots 32L, -3 2K 1 3 2J, 32II 1 32G and 3 2F to the 
City of Moorhcnd, unc1 

(c) The East Ualf (E½) of the Southeast Quarter (SE¼), 
Section 32, To_wnship · 14 0, Range 48 ~ 

The Southwest Quarter (SWJ-i1) ::,f the Northeast Quarter 
-· (NE!J) and Government Lots On~ (1) and Three (3) and the 
East. 14.10 acres of Lot Two (2) all in Section 32,'Tcwn-

- ship 140, Range 48, LE~ the following! 

(a) 1. 24 3 acre lot in the NE i of Section 32, Township 
140, Range 48, more fullJ described as: 

Beginning at a point 50 -Eeet West of the Center line 
of Old Trunk Highway No. 75, and 50 feet North of the 
East and West Quarter Li:•1e 0£ Section 32, Township 140, 
Range 4 8 West; thence We-?t parallel with the said 
East and west Quarter Li:1e of said Section 32, To tJn­
ship 140, Range 48, a dir;tanceof 209 feet; thencB 
North parallel with the Center Line of s.aid Old T.runk 
Highway No. 75 a distanct~ of 309 feet; thence ~ast 
pa.rallel with the said East and West Quarter Line of 
said Section 32 a distanc~e of 209 feet; thence South 
parallel with the Center Line of said Old Trunk - -

- ..... ~-. .. ~. -

Highway· 75 a distance of 309 feet to the place 
of beginning. Said described tract of land con­
taining an area of 1. 243 acres, more or less; and 

{b) That part of the East 14 .10 acres of Government 
Lot 2 of Section 32, Township 140, Range 48, des­
cribed as follows, to-wit: 

Beginniag at a point that lies 113.75 feet North 
of the Southeast Corner of · the North One-Third (1/3) 
of - the West 22. 6 acres of Government Lot 2 of Section 
32, Township 140 North, Range 48 West of the Fifth 
Principal Meridian, said'll3.75 feet being measured 
along the East line of the said North One-Third of 
the West 22. 6 acres of Government Lot 2; said Ea.st 
Line has a bearing of North 01031 1 East; thenc~ 
South 89°16' 30 11 East a distance of 124. 95 feet; 
thence North 03o34'30 11 E·ast a distance of l.J:8. 83 
feett thence North 04022 1 East a distance of 116.65 
feet; thence North 33001 1 East a distance of 71.00 
feet, more or less to a Point of Intersection with 
the North line of Seption 32, Township 140 North, 
Range 48 West of t.he Fifth Principal Meridian; thence 
West aJ.ong the North line of said Section 32 a dis­
tance of 174.00 feet, more or less, to the Northeast 
corner of said North Ono-Third of the West 22. G acres 
of said Government Lot 2; thence South along the 
East line of said North 01lc__;'l1hird of the l"lost 22. 6 
acres of sni.c.1 Government Lot 2 u dist:ancc 0£ 321. 8 J feet, 
more or less, to the poinl of boginning; - Sa~d tract 
of land contains 0.883 ~cros, more or less. 
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3 • All that J;>att of Govc.n:-nmcnt Lot 'l'wo ·{2) . Section 32 
'l'ownsllip 140 North, Range 48 West, desc;il~ed as follows: 

B~gimd.ng at the Sout:hec st Corner of the south 
two-thirds_ of the west ;.2. 6 .acres of Government 
Lot 2 of Scot~on 32 c Tov-·nship JAO North, Range 413 
Wegt ~£ ~he FJ.fth ~rincipal Meridiem; thence Nori:h 
02 23 43 Wegt a distance of 879.33 feet, more m:- less 
to the North line of thE south two-thirds· of the · ·' 
West 22.6. acres of said Gov~rnment Lot 2: thence 
South 89°26 1 East along the said No;i:-th line a dir;tance of 60.O0 feet; thence Scuth 01031 1 ·west along the -
East line 0£ the South two-thiJ:ds of the West 22, 6 
acres of said Government Lo-t 2 a distance of 878. 28 
feet, more or less, to the Point of Beginning. Eaid 
tract <?f land contains 0.60 acres, more or less, and 
is sub J ect to. such easem~nts as are of record. 

IIlo 

That due, tim,~ly and adequate notice cf the petition. and the htiaring 

- hereon, was publis'1ed, served and filedo 

., That the area proposed for arrnexa:tion abuts the legal boundariBs of 

the City of' Moorhead, Minnesota_? and is not included in any other 

Municipality" 

Vo 

That the petition for annexation was executed by a majority of the 

property owners within the territory proposed to be annexed and was 

accompanied by a resolution adopted by the City Council of the City of' 

Moorhead and the City Council has, therefore, indicated approval of such 

annexation and the contents of said petitiqn., 

V1,. 

That the area proposed for annexation is appro:>::im9.tely 256 ac:reso 

VII .. 

That the Town Board of the Township of Oakport was present and 

.. 
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presented testimony objecting to the inclusion of said territory o;f' 

approximately £our (4) acres upon ·which the Town Hall is located in these 

annexation proceedings a 

v.tII ~. 

That the. request by the Township o.f Oakport to e~olude $aid four 

(4J acres is a. reasonable request and should be excluded, the desci~iption 

of said p~operty being as follows: 

Four acres (4,) in Auditor's Outlot 32U, Plat of 
Auditor's Subdivision in Section Thirty-two {32) 
and Thirty-three. (.33), Township One Hundred Fo:rty 
(140), Range Forty-eight U+B) described by metes · 
and bounds as follows: Beginning at a point 899., 8' 
feet West of the Southeast corner of the Northeast 
Quarter of the Southwest Qua:rter (NE¼ of SW¼), Section 
32, Township 140, Range M~, where the South :Line of' . 
said Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter 
(NE¼ of SW¼) . intersects the. line of' Audi tol'."' s Ou tlot 
32U aforesaid; thence ;rurming due North 370.5 feet; 
thence North 34° 8' East f'or a distance of 11193 
:feet, thence North 55° 52' West a distance of 40 :f'eet; 
thence South 34° gv vtest a distance of 123 025 feet; 
thence due South 52025 feet; thence due West 4.30 
feet; thence South about .357,,5 feet ·to the Red River 
of the Nor-th; thence upstream {East) along the bank 
of the Red .River about ~~70 feet to a point clue South 
of th~ pqint o.£ beginning; thence due North about 
27 feet to the point of beginningo 

CONCLUSIONS Q¥ LAW 

I .. 
The Minnesota N[unicipal Commission duly acquired, and now has 

jurisdiction of the within proceedings. 

II. 

That the area to be annexed herein is so conditioned and so located 

as to be properly subjected to Municipal Government by the Cit,7 of 

Moorhead" Minnesota, and· is now or is about to become urban or suburban 

in character .. 

IIIo 

Tha.t the interests of the City of Moorhead and the area to be 

5 
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annexed would be bost served by tho anne:xn:tion of said area to the City 

o.f Moorhead, Minnesota o 

That the Municipal form of government and the corresponding 

lJ1Unicipal services are required in the a:rea to b'3 annexed for the 

- preservation and protection ot public health, wel:f'are and safe·ty- ~n the 

area to be annexed and in the City of' Moortead, Mi11.nesota.. 

v. 
That the ar~a encompassing the Town H:;..11 of' the '11ownship oi' Oakport 

should be excluded in these annexation proceedings,, 

VIo 

That 110 :refergndv.m is _required to effEctuate t·he annexation or,lered 

-he:reine 

VII .. 

- .tlrt Order should- be· issued by the Municipal Commission. ordering the 

annexation o:r the iand described herein, less t'he .four U+) acres owned 

by the Township of' Oakport and used as thei:c Town Hall, to the O:i t)r of 

Moorhea.do Let an Order for such a.nne:x:ation be entered and .filed 

. accordingly. 

0 RD ER .,._ - .- __ ......, 

IT I$ HEREBY ORDERED: That cert,ain real estate lying in and being 

a part of th~ County o:f Clay, State of' Minnesot,a., and described as 

follows .• to,..wit: 

1. All that part oi tl;e South Hali.' (Sfs) of Section 32, 
Township 140, Range ,4.8, including Hillside Sub-Division 
pf' Section 32 less the following described tracts: 

( a) - Land previously annexed by the City of Moorhead as 
tllefa" Sewage 'l':reatment Plant which consists o:f 27.6 
acres, and 

6 
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lb) 

(c} 

(d) 

..• , • 9- 4 

0ut;lots 321, 32K, 32J, J2H, 32G and .32F to the 
· City of Moorhead, and the Westerly one-hal:f of' · 

Old Trunk Highway No o ?S adjacent there-to, and 

The East Half (E½) . of' ·bhe Southeast Quarter (SE¼) 
Section 32, 'l'ownship 140, Range 480 

Four acres (4-}.in Audi.tor's Outlet 32U, Plat of 
Auditor's Subdivision in Section Thirty-two (32) 

· and· Thirty-three ( 3 3 ) , Township One Hundred Forty 
{140), Range Forty-eight (/+8), described by metes 
and. bounds as :follows; Begin..'rling at a po:i.nt 8990 8 
feet West of the Southeast corner of the Northeast 
Qua1,t,er of' the Southwest Quarter (NE¼ . of SW¾) ~ . 
Section 3 2, To,;-1nshi p 140, Range 48, where the South 
line of' said Northeast Quarter of' the Southwest 
Quarter (NE¼ of SW¼) intersects the line of Auditorts 
Outlet 32U aforesaid; thence running due Nor~h 
370,,5 feet; thence North 34.0 8 7 East for a d~stance 
of 111.3 f'eet, thence North 55° 52' West a distance 
ot 40 feet; thence South 34 ° 8' West a distance of 
123 .. 25 feet; the11ce due South 52025 feet; thence 
due West 4-30 feet; thence South about 357 o 5 feet 
to tlle Red River o:r the North; th~nce upstream 
{East) along_ the bank of the R~d Riyer a~out J.;-70. 
feet to a point due South of tne po:i.nt o.i beginning; 
thence due North about 27 feet to the point of' . . 
beginningo 

2o 'rhe So\ithwest Quarter {SW¾) o.f ')he Northeast Quarter 
{NE¼.) . end Government Lots On0 ( -~) and rrl1ree ( .3 ) and the 
East lbt-.. 10 ac:r·es of Lot, '11

110 {2) all :tn Section 'rhi'.i."ty­
two { .32:) , 'I'ownship 140, Hange l/l, I.fili§. the following: 

(a) J.'/121~,3 acre Lot in the Nort· 1east Qnarter of Section 
3~, 1J:01,•msh:i.p lh.O, Runge /,i,8, a.nd t,he \'lef:,ter1y One­
ht lf of' 01.d Tru.n1t Highway Hoc '75 adjacent 'lio said 
1,.t 1 said lot being more £:illy d0scribed as: · 

Begin:h\g at~ a point 50 feet Wes·; of' the Center Li11.e 
of Old 'rrunk Highway Ho .. 75., an l 50 feet North of the 
East clJtd West_ Quar·ter L:i.ne 0f' S )ct:i.on 32 ~ Township 14.0, 
Range 1~8 Wes-!;: thence '\•lest Para 1..lel with the said East 
and \'hr~t Q11ar-'ter Line of said S Jction 32, 'rO"tmshiP 1.4,0 
Range M3, a dist,anct: of 209 fee~, thonco North pai•allol 
wi~~: the Cen~er t:Lno of saicl 01•1 1frt1nk High'i·iay No .. 75 
a ais-tance of 309 :feEit; th0nce :~ast pnrallel wit.h the 
said ];ast and West Qua:rt0r Lino of s11id Secti.on 32 a 
distanec of' 209 re.ct; thence Gouth parallel w:i.t;h the 
Center Lin~ of sa:Ld Old ~~runk lb .. ghway 'l 5 a distfance 
of 30'·) f'eet to the, placG of' hctr,·Lnning" f-in,id desc:r:i.bed 
tir£u.:'t of lr..11d C:01Tt.8.ining an ar-ea of l O 24,J ac:t·es' more 
or less; an.d 

7 
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(b) That pa):•t o:e tl,e East llf,.10 ao1"'os o:r Gover11men·t; Lot. 2 

of St}Ct.iol'i J2, Tcrv1nship ll+O, Ha.ng~ 48, descJ."'ibed e.s 
f ollo-w~:, 'tio-vii t : 

Beginning at a point that lies :1_13. 75 feet f~ox-th of 
the Southeast Co:rne:r oi' the Nor-th 0ne-11hird oi' the 
West 22.6 ac:i:-0s of Goye:rnment Lot 2 of Section 32, 
Township 11+0 North, Range 48 West o.f the Fifth Prtnc:i.pal 
Nler1dia.n, said 113 .75 feet bej_ng m0asu:t."'ed along the East 
L:tne of' the said North One-Third of ·the West 2~J .. 6 acres 
of' Government, Lot 2; said East Lino has a bearing of. 
North 01° 31 1 East: thence Smith 89° 16Y 301r East a 
distance of 121, ... 95 feet; thence North 03 ° ~4. v .3on East 
a distance of 118083 i'eet; thence North 04-0 22t East a 
distance of 116 .. -65 feet; thence Nor•th 33° 01' East a 
diste.nce of 71 .. 00 i'cot,.rn.ore or less, to a. Point of' 
i1Ytersectiol'). with the Nor-th line of Sect~ion 32, 'l'oi.·m ship 
140 North, Rb.nge 4E} West of the Fif'th Princ:i.pal I-foridian; 
t;hence West alon~ the J.Jorth line of said Sect:Lon 32 a · 

• dista11ce of 174,.00 feet., more or less; to tho Hor-thGo.·st 
cornei:· of said North One-Third of th0 Wes-c 2206 acres of' 
said Government Lot ?. ; thence South e.long the East line of 
sa:td North One--Th:i.rd of the l;fesi; 22 .. 6 acres of said Goverrunent 
Lot-2 a di$tance of ,321"'83 feet~ more or less, to the po:tnt 
o:f beginning.. Said tract of land contains O .. 883 acres, 1:1ore 
or less. 

All tha·t part of Government Lot Two (2) t Section 32., 
Township 140 North, Range 48 West, described as follows: 

Be~inni11g at: the Sot1thoast Cornc;r of th0. Sout:i1 two­
th.:i.r~s o:E the West 22.6 acres of Gove:cnrnent Lot 2 or 
S~~tion ~2,. Township 140 North, Range. 48 Wost of tht:: 
Fi c~h PrincJ.pal Meridian; thence North 02023' 43 11 WeHt 
a.:]istnnce of 879.33 feet, more or less, to the NoJ~i.h 
11:._le of the South two-thira s 0£ the We.st 22. 6 acres of 
sal.d G<?ver11ment ~ot 2; then:::e South 89026 1 East alohg 
th,1 said North line a dista nci:;: of 6'0. 00 feet· thence• 
C' . t' 0) 10 J] I . . I . . • 
qO} 11 . . West along the East line of the South i wo-
tJv.~c1s of the West.22.6 ac:t~s of said Government Loi, 2 
a ltJ.st~nc<;- of 878: 28 fo.et, nore or ,less, t6 the l?oir.t 
of Beginning. Said tract of land contains 0.60 acres 
mo:~ or less, and is subject to such easements as aie' 
of record, 

~----=-
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Be, and the same hereby is, annexed to the City o:r Moorhead 11 

Minnesota.1 the same as if' it had originally been made a part thereo£., 

Dated this 23rd day of' April, 1971 

MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL CONIMISSION 
304· Capitol Square Building 
s·t.., Paul, Niinnesota 5 .5101 

Bruce Rasmussen 
Executive Secretary 
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