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A-1852 lvloorhead 
--1_,; 

BEFORE- 'l'l{E MUNICIPAL COMl~ISS!ON -

OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA 

Robert W" Johnson 
Arthur -Ro Swan 
Hobert J. Ford 
'.:hornley Well~ 
l )on Birmingham 

Ohai!'rnan 
Vice Chairman 
Member 
Ex-Officio Member 
Ex-Officio Member 

IN THE MA.'l'TER OF THE PETITION OF CERTAIN )· 
PROPERTY O\vlIBRS FO;l ANNEXATION OF CERTAIN ) 
ADJOINING UNTI-WORPORAT.ED TERRITORY TO THE ) 
CITY OF MOORHEAD } 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LA'\I' 
AND-·ORDER 

The petition tor the annexation to the City of Moorhead of ceri,ain 
. 

real estate situat3d in the County of Clay and State of Minnesota, 

described as per attached Order, and as set forth in that certain 

Resolution adopted by the City Council o:f' the City of Moorhead, Minnesota, 

on the Jst day of' June, 19?0~ came duly on £01 .. hearing on the 14th day 

0£_ .Ju.lyi_ 1970 ~ said hearing being had befot-e Bruce Rasm.ussen11 ,Executive 

- Secretary of the Municipal Commission who was designated to :l:"eceive and 

report evidence on the written proceeding,, 

- Va.nee N. Thysell appeared for and on behalf of the petitioning land 

owners. The_ City of Moorhead was present by and t,hroµgh :i..ts City Engineer, 

Ronald Stahlberg, and its City Clerk, Everett Lecyo The Township of 

Oakport -appeared by and through its attorney, J .. P. Dosland. No1"lllan Van 

Raden was also present representing himself as an interested land owner. 

Thornley Wells and Don Birmingham were also presento 

It was made to appear that a resolution of the City Council of the 

City of' Moorhead and a petition by a majority o:f the property owners 

within the territory proposed to be annexed was .filed with the M:Lnnesota 

Municipal Commission on the 10th day of June,- 1970 .. 

It was made to appear tha.t the Commission issued its Notice of 

Hearing dated June 17, 1970, setting the 14th day of July, 1970, at 

10:30 o'clock AoM., in the City Hall in the City of Moorhead, Minnesota, 
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as being the time and place of sa.id hear:i..ngo 

It was made to appear that the Notice of Hearing was sent to the 

appropriate parties by the Secretary of the Municipal Commission o:f the 

State of Minnesota o 

It was made to appear tha.t said Notice of Hearing was duly 

published in_ THE FORUM on J'une ;O, 1970" ar..d again on. July 7, 1970. 

Evidence was offered and received for and against said annexat.ion 

at said hearing by all parties and persons desiring·to be heard, and­

the Secreta:i:-y viewed the premiseso 

A£ter due and cax-eful consideration of the evidence so offered and 

received, together ·with all of the records, files and proceedings had 

and taken herein, and being duly advised ir;, the premises, the Munic:;,pal 

Commission of the State of Minnesota now makes and i'iles the follow:.ng 

li'indings o:r Faet s Conclusions of Law and O:r·der o 

FINDIWGS OF }'ACT 

I., 

That the resolution of the City Council of the City of' Moorhead and 

the petition of' a majority o:f the property owne:rs. within the territory 

proposed to be annexed was filed pursuant to and in compliance with 

Minnesota Statutes 1967, Chapter 414, as amended, and said petition a.nd. 

resolution were in all respects proper in form, contents and execution. 

II. 

That the area proposed £or annexation is described as follows: 

1., All that pa.rt of the South Half (S½}o.f' Section 32, 
Township 140, Range 48, including Hillside Sub ... Di vision 
of Section .32 l_ess the following described tracts: 

(a) Land previously annexed by the City of Moorhead 
as their Sewage Treatment Plant which consists of 
27,.6 acres, and 
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(b) outlets 32L, 32K, 32J, 32H, 32G and 32F to the 
City of Moorhead, and 

{c) The East Half (E~2) of the Southeast Quarter {SE¼), 
section 32, Township 140, Range 48. 

The Southwest Quarter (SW¼) -of the Northeast Quarter 
(NE¼) and Government Lots One . (J.) and Three (3) and ':he 
East 14.10 acres of Lot Two_ (2) all in Section 32, Town­
ship 140, Range 48 1 ~ the: following: 

{a) 1. 243 acre lot in the N,E¼ of Section 32, Township 
140, Range 48, more fully described as: 

Beginning at a point 50 feet West of the Center line 
of Old Trunk Highway No. 75, and 50 feet North of the 
East and West Quarter Line of Section 32, Township 140, 
Range 48 West; thence West parallel with the saic:., 
East and West Quarter Line of said-Section 32, Tcwn­
ship 140, Range 48, a distance of 209 feet; thence 
North parallel with the Center Line of said Old 'J•runk -
Highway No. 75 a distance of, 309 feet; thence Eas.t 
parallel with the said East and West Quarter Line of 
said Section 32 a distance of 209 feet; thence Scuth 

-·~ar8;11~1 with the Center Line of said Old Trunk 
Highway· 75 a distance of 309 feet to. the place 
of beginning. Said described tract of land con­
taining an area of 1. 243 acres, - more or less; and 

(b) That part of the East 14.10 acres of Government 
Lot 2 of Section 32, Township 140, Range 48, des­
cribed as follows, to-wit: -

Beginniag at a point that lies 113.75 feet North 
of the Southeast Corner of the North One...;Third (1/3) 
of the West 22.6 acres of Government Lot 2 of Section 
32, Township 140 North, .Range 48 West of the Fifth 
Principal Meridian, said' 113.75 feet being measured 
along the East line of the said North One--Third of 
the West 22.6 acres of Government Lot 2; said East 
Line has a bearing of North 01031 1 East; thence 
South 89°16'30 11 East a distance of 124.95 feet; 
thence North 03°34'30 11 East~ distance of 118.83 

- feet, thence North 04°22 1 East a distahce of ll6.65 
feet; thence North 33001 1 East a distance of 71.00 
feet, more or less to a Point of Intersection with 
the North line of Section 32, Township 140 North, 
Range 48 West of the Fifth Principal Meridian; thence 
West along the North line of said Section 32 a dis­
tance of 174.00 feet, more or less, to the Northeast 
corner of said North One-Third of the West 22.6 acres 
of said Government Lot 2; thence South along the 
East line of said North One-'l'l1.ird of the west 22. 6 
acres of said .Government Lot 2 a distance of 321. 8.3 feet, 
more or less, to the point of beginning. Said tract 
of land contains 0.883 acres, more or less. 
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3. All that pa;rt of Government Lot Two (2) , Section 32, 
Township 140 North, Range 48 West, described as follows: 

Beginning at the Southeast Corner of the South 
two ... thirds of the West ;·2. 6 acres of Government 
Lot 2 of Section 32, To\l.'nship 140 North, Range 4:3 
West of the Fifth Principal Meridian; thence Nor~h 
02°23'4311 West a distanc:e of 87:9.33 feet, more or less, 
to the North line of the South two-thirds of the 

· West 2 2. 6. acres of said Government Lot 2; thence . 
South 89026' East along the said North.line a c;listance 
of 60.90 feet; thence scuth 01031 1 west along the · 
East line of the South two-thirds of the West 22.6 
acres of said Government Lot 2 a .distance of 878.28 
feet, more or less, to the Point of Beginning. Said 
tract of land contains 0.60 acres, more or less and 
is subject to such easements as are of record. ' 

III., 

That due, tim~ly and adequate notice cf the petition and the he1aring 

hereon, was publis'1ed, served · and filed., 

That the area. proposed for annexation. 3.buts tlle legal boundarie1s of 

the City of Moorhead, Minnesota, and is not included in any other 

Municipal:tty,, 

v. 
That the petition for annexation was e;xecuted by a majority of the 

property owners within the territory proposed ·to be annexed and was 

accompanied by a resplution adopted by the City Council of the City o.f 

Moorhead and the City Council has; therefore, indicated approval of such 

annexation and the contents of said petitiono 

VI. 

'l'hat the area proposed for annexat1.on is approximately 256 acreso 

VII .. 

That the Town Board of the Township of Oakport was present and 
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pl:'esented · t.estimony objecting to the inclusion of said territory of 

approximately four {4) acres upon which the Tmm Hall is located in these 

annexation proceedingso 

VIII~ 

That the requ.est by the Township of 0f.kpor.t to exclude said .f oilr 

(4,) acres is a reasonable request al1d shouJ d be excluded, the description 

of' said property being as follows: 

Four {4) acres in Auditor's Ot.tlot 32U., Plat of 
Auditor 1 s Subdivision in Sections 32 and 33, 
Township 140,. Range 48, descr~.bed by metes a,nd 
bounds as follows: Beginning at a poin:b $99.,S 
feet West of the Southeast co:Pner o:f the North-

. west Quarter {NW¼} of the Southwest Qua:r-ter (SW¼), 
Section 32, Township 140, Ranp~ 48, where the Sov.th 
line of said Northwest Quarte1• So<uthwes't Quarter 
(NW¼SW¼) intersects the line td: Auditor's Ou·tlot 
32U aforesaid, thence :running due North J70o5 f'eet, 
thence North JJ./J $ 1 East, for a distance o.f 1111>3 
feet, thence North 55° 52' Wet{t, a distance of 40 
feet, thence South 34.0 e1 West, a distance of 123. Z.5 
.feet, thence due South 52025 .feet, thence due West., 
4JO feet, thence South about J 57,, 5 i'eet, · to the Red 
River o.f the Nor·bh, thence upstream East along the 
bank of the Red River, about l}70 feet, to a point 

·<tue South of the point of beginning~ thence clue North, 
about 27 feet, to the point o:f beginning" 

CONCLUSIONS -Q.F LAW 

The Minnesota Municipal Commission duly acquired, and now has 

jurisdiction of the within proceedings .. 

II .. 

That the area to be annex.ed herein is so conditioned and so located 

as to be properly subjected t.o Municipal Government by the City of Moorhead, 

Minnesota, and is now o:r- is about to become urban or suburban in charactero 

That the interest;s oi' the C:ity of Mo9rhead and the area to be 
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annexed would be best served by the annexation o:f said area to the City·· 

of Moorhead, Minnesota o 

That the Municipal form of government and the corresponding 

municipal services are required in the aree. to be ant1exed for the 

preservation and protection. of public health, welfare and safety in _the 

area to be annexed and in the City of Moorl.ead, Minnesota" 

That the area encompassing the Town Hf.11 of' the Township of Oakport 

should be excluded in these annexation proceedingso 

That no referendum is required to eff(ictv.ate the anne:x:e.ticm ordered 

hereino 

VII .. 
t 

An Order should be·issued by the Municipal Commission ordering the 

annexation. of the land described herein, less the four ( 4) acres owned 

. by the · Township of 0akpo1-.t and used as their Town Hall, to the Oity of 

Moorheado Let a.n Order for such annexation be entered and filed 

accordingly. 

ORDER ~·-------
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: That certain real estate lying in and being 

a part of the County of Olay, State of Minnesota, and des¢ribed as 

follows1 to-wit: 

1. All that part of the South Half (Si) of Section :32,,. 
Township 140, Range 489 1ncludingHillside Sub-Division 
of Section 32 le.ss the following described tracts t 

(a) Land previously annexed by the City of Moorhead as 
their Sewage Treatment Plant which con$istsof 27.6 
acres, and 
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.{b) - Ou'tlots .32L, 32K, 32J, 32H, 32G and 32F to the 
Ci·ty o! Moorhead, and the Westerly one ... half of 
Old Trunk Highway Noo 75 adjacent thereto, and 

( c) The East Half {E½) of the Southeast Quarter (SE¼) 
Section 32, Township 140, Range 48" -

The._ Southwest Quarter (SW¼) of t,he Northeast Quarter 
(NE¼) and Government Lote One (l) an~ Three. (3) ai:id the 
East 14:,. lO acres of Lot Two ( 2) all in Section_ Th~rty­
two (32) 1 Township 140., Range 48, ~ the following: 

(a) 1~243 acre Lot. :ln the 'Northeast Quarter of Section 
32, _ Township 111.0, Range 4,8 __ and the Westerly One­
half oi~ Old Trunk Highway Hoo 75 adjacent to said 
let, said lot, being more fully describecl as: 

Begining at a point 50 feet Wes1; of the Center Line 
of Old Trunk Highway No .. 75, anti ,50 feet North of -the 
East ard West Quarter Line of Snction '.32, Township 11, .. 0, 
Range ~ S West; thence West para::..lel with the said East 
and ·we~t Quarter Line of said Snotion 32, Tmmship 140, 
Range ~ g, a distance of' 209 feei;; thence North pai"allel 
with 'tbe Genter Line of said Old Trunk Highway No .. 75 
a distance of' :309 feet; thence )~ast parallel with the 
said Ea.st and West ·Quarter Line of said Section 32 a 
distance of 209 feet; thence Sonth parallel with the 
Center Line of said Old Trunk Highway 75 a distance 
of 309 feet to the place of begfa1ningQ Said described 
tract of land containing an area of 10243 acres, more 
or less; and · 

That part of the East lli,.,10 acres of Government Lot 2 
of Seoti.on .32, Township 140, Ra.nge 4g, described as 
follows, to-wit : -

Beginning at a point that lies 113. 75 feet North of 
the Sout-heast Corner of the North One-Third 0£ the 
West 22 .. 6 acres of Government Lot 2 of Section 32,. 
Township 1.40 North, Range 48 West of the Fifth Principal 
Meridian, said 11Jo75 feet being measured a.long the East 
Line of the sa:id North One-Third of the West 22 .. 6 acres 
of Government Lot 2; said East Line has a bearing of 
North 01 ° 31' East; thence South 89° 16t 30n East a· 
distance of 124e95 feet; thence North 03° 341 3011 Ea.st 
a distance of 118.83 feet; thence North 04° 22' East a 
distance of 116065 _ feet; thence North .33° 01v East a 
distance of 71 ~oo feet~, more or less, to a Point of 
intersection with the North line of Section 32, Tovmship 
140 No1--th, Ra.nge li,$ ·west of the Fifth Principal Meridian; 
thence West along the North line of said Section 32 a 
distance of 174 .. 00 feet, more or less, to the Northeast 
corner of said North One-Third of' the West 2206 acres of 
said Government Lot 2; thence South along the East line of' _ 
said North One-Third of the West 22 .. 6 acres of said Government 
Lot 2 a distance of 321 o 83 feet; more or less, to the point 
of beginning. Said tract, of land contains 0.88) acres, more 
or less. 
All tha·c part of Government Lot -Two (2), Section 32, 
Township 140 North, Range 48 Wes;t, described as follows:,· 
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Beginning at the Southeast Corner of the South two­
thirds of the west 22.6 acras of Government Lot 2 of 

-Section 32, Township 140 North, Range 48 West of the 
Fi~:th Principal Meridian; thence North 02°23' 43" Wett 
a clistanc:e of 879.33 feet, :nore or less, to the North 

-liiie of the South two..:_third 3 of the west 22. 6 p.cres of- __ 
said Government Lot 2; then:::e South 89026' East alorrg -
the said North line a distance of 60.00 feet; thence " 
South 01°31 1 West along the East line of the South two-
thJ_rds of the West 22. 6 acr~s of said Government Lot 2 
a ctistance of 878. 28 feet, r\Ore or less., to the Point 
of Beginning. Said tract o: land contains 0.60 acres, 
more or less, and is st1bjec·'::. to such easements as are 
of record, 

excluding, however, from all of the abovr~ described property, the 

following propet ty: -

Foi.:r (4) acres in Auditor's Outlet 32U, Plat of 
Auditor 1 s Subdivision in Sections 32 and 33, Townshi? 
140, Range 48, described by metes and bounds as fol1Jws: 
Beginning at. a point 899. 8 ::eet West of the Southeast 
corner of the Northwest Quarter (NW¼) of the -Southwe•3t 
Quarter (SW¼), Section 32, 'i1ownship 140, Range 48, where 
the South line of said North.west Quarter Southwest Q1..1.arter 
(NWkSW¼J intersects the linE.: of Auditor's Outlot 320 
aforesaid, thence running due North 370.5 feet, thence 
North 3408' East, for a distance of 111.3 feet, thence 
North 55°52' West, a distance of 40 feet, thence South 
34°8 1 West a distance of 123.25 feet, thence due South 
52.25 feet, thence due West 430 feet, thence due South 
about 357.5 feet, to the Red River of the North, thence 
upstream East along the bank of the Red River about 470 
feet, to a point due South of the point of beginning, 
thence due North about 27 feet, to the point of beginning. 

Be, and the same hereby is, annexed to the City of Moorhead, 

Minnesota,- the same as if it had originally been made a. part thereof" 

Dated tn:ts 5th day of January, 1971 

MINNESOTA MUNICIPJ.\.L COI.JTMISSION 
· 610 Capi toJ. _ Square Building 
St, Paul, Minnesota 55101 

.·/,: 1c,.·,·" . _, /r7' ,; 
?",. _.,LT /'/_ '/ / 2 0_·_,,d,(/~~c;, ,.r,,/' 

F..,.,o;· .. ,_ '\oi. C...- (...,#(;(.~)' 8,..,.C-•C<::·" 

· Bruce Rasmussen 
E::x:ecuti ve Secretary ~- oZ-- cJ-. () 3 <{-

STATE OF M\NNE.S01'tx 
PEPARTMENi OF STATE 

. F\LED 

JAN15~ 
~~J. .fCtte secretarY O v a 


