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Miuuesota. Water Resources Board 
5.55 Wabasha Street 

Hoom 206 
st. Paul, Mim1esota 

55102 

STATE OF.MINNESOTA) 
· · )ss 

COUNTY OF RAMSEY · ) 
AFFIDAVIT 

ERLING N. WEIBERG1 being first duly swor11 oi1 

oath, deposes aud says: 

THAT HE IS the Administrative Secretary for the 

Minnesota Water Resources Board; that he has compared 

the attached copy of an Order relating to the 

B.oseau River Wate.r•shed District 

dated at Saint Paul, Minnesota, on the 6th day of November 

· l.970 1 with the original thereof 011 file tn his 

of:ficia.1 custody; and 

·THAT.SAID COPY is a true a-rid correct copy. of said 

original aud the v1hole thereof, 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this ,;l',7,-,,.J' day of tfJ ct,;,e~u~t'U!.,,-. 197 f:::.' 

J\fo'M·• t> ,, .• 

l'.., Cr ·,·'TI, 

,:. •,'1. 

. ,'., Uli 

~ ---,,._,.,.,,--. 

l 
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Minnesota Water Resources Board 
555 Wabasha Street 

Room 206 
st. ·Paul, Minnesota 

- - . - - - - - - - - - -
Boundary Change of Roseau 
River Watershed District 

- - - - - - - ~ - - - - -

55102 . 

ORDER 
AMENDING 
BOUNDARY 

A petition dated July 24 » 1-969 ·, a.:nd an -amended 

petition dated January 20. 1970-, having been filed 

with the Minnesota Water Resources Board by the 

Managers Of the Red Lake Drainage a:nd Conservancy 

District, Thief River Falls, Minnesota, 56701, which·. 

Drainage and Co:ns~rva:ncy Di.s~ri~t. was established by 

an Order o:r t:he District Court of the Fourteenth a:nd 

Ffftee:nth Judicial Districts of the State of Minnesota, 

on February 13, 1920, and which Drainage a:nd Conservancy 

::pistrict on the 25th day of January 1969, by Court 

Order of the Ninth Judicial District, was authorized 

to operate as a Watershed District under the :provisions 

of Sections 112,34 to 112.8.5 of Minnesota Statutes 1969; 

known as the Minnesota Watershed Act, prays for the 

:establishment of the boundary of the Red Lake Dra:L:nage 



and Conservancy District, to change the name of said 

District to the Red Lake Watershed District, to designate 

a place of business for said watershed district, a:nd to 

establish the :number and distribution of the Board of 

Managers for said watershed district, all pursuant to 

the provisions of Minnesota Laws of 195,5. Chapter 799, 

as a.mended; a:rld, which proposed establishment of the 

boundary of the Red Lake Drainage and conservancy 

District bears upon .Part of the common boundary of 

the Red Lake Drainage and Co:nserva.:ncy District and of 

the Roseau. River Watershed District; 

The petition and the amended petition have peen 

served upon the County· Auditors of. Beltrami, Clearwater, · 

Itasca, Koochiching, Mahnomen, . Marshall, Pe:rmingto:n, 

Polk, Red Lake, and Roseau Counties, the Minnesota 

Commissioner of Conserva.tio:n, and the Director of 

the Division of Waters, Soils and Mir.1era1s, as ful1,y 

appears from Proofs of Service and from: an exhibit 

filed by the Mi:n:nesota Water Resources Boa:rdr 

And the Board on February J; 1970, having ordered 

that a public hearing be held o;n said petition, as 

amended; selected two locations for its hearing within 
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the Drainage and Conservancy District: (1) On the 31st 

day of March 1970t at 10:00 A.M., Central Standard 

Time, i:n the City Auditorium, at Main and Second 

streets, Thief River Falls, Minnesota, .56701; and 

(2) on the 2nd day of A_pril 197.a, at l0l00 A,M., 

· Central Standard Time, in the Red Lake Elementary 

School, located on Minnesota Highway No. 1, east of 

Red Lake Village, Red Lake, Minnesota, 56671; for. 

the purpose of receiving testimony as to the estab-

1ishme:nt of the·bou:nda:ry of the Red Lake Drainage and 

C o:n serva:nc y District, to change the name of said 

District to the Red Lake Watershed District, to 

designate a:place of business for said watershed 

dist;r-ict, am to establish the :number and distribution 

of the Board of Managers for said district;. 

And the Board hav i:ng held said hearing, .. pursuant 

to its Notice of Rearing, and Mr. Wi1.1.iam. Peterson, 

ap,pearing for the Attorney General, and Mr. Erli.ng 

Weiberg, Adini:nistrative Secretary, appearing for the 

Minnesota Water Resources Board; Mr, David Meppe:n, 

Division of Waters, Soils and Minerals, appearing as 

'Engineering Advisor to the Boa.rd; Mr. Stanley 

Mortenson,. Attorney at Law, Thief River Falls, 
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Minnesota, appearing o:n behalf of the Petitioners; Mr. 

Chester Yo:n, Roseau County Attorney, · appearing for 

tb,e Roseau River Watershed District, a:nd a ,number 

of otherpe;rso:ns having appeared in support of the 

petition; 

And th.e Board having heard testimony and evidence 

offered on behalf of the. petitioners and having duly 

considered all the records and files of the Board 

relating to said petition and other data relating to 

the 'matter, :now makes the fo1lo-wing Findi,:ngs of Fact, 

Conclusions of Law, and order: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

r. The Red Lake Drainage a:nd Conservancy District was 

established by Order of the District Court of the 

- Fourteenth Judicial District, dated February 13, 

1920, a:nd- was duly organized according to Chapter 

13, of the 1919 Special Session Laws of the St~te 

of Minnesota. Such Order defined the boundary of 

the Red Lake Drainage a:nd Consertra:ncy District, 

assigned its ·cor;porate :name, desig:nated the 

1ocatio:n of the district's principal place of 

busi:ness, set up a Board of Directors co:nsisti:ng 

of five Directors, a:nd named the first Board of 

Directors, 
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II. By Order of the District Court of the Fourteenth 

Judicial District, dated February 16, 1921, 

additional territory was· added to the Dis"trict 

in Polk county co:nsisti:ng of lands i:n the 

Townships of Esther; Northland, Tabor, Angus, 

a:nd Brandt and it:r Pe:nnington County, land 

generally i:n the west half of the Township of 

Bray •. 

III. In 1968 the governing body of the Red Le.ke Dr,ainage 

and Conservancy District petitioned the 'District 

Court of Pe:n:ni:ngto:n Cou:nty, Ninth Judicial 

District, for the right to operate undera:nd 

exercise all the rights a.:nd authorities contained 

i:n Sections 11.2.34 .:.. 112,85 of Mi:n:nes_ota Statutes, 

known as the Minnesota Watershed Act. The Court 

having heard the evidence introduced by the 

:Petitioners in favor of the granting of such 

peti tio:n, and upon all the files and records 

therein, order~d, o:n January 25, 1969, that from. 

a:nd after the date of its Order, that the Red 

Lake Drainage and Conservancy District shall 

o:pe·rate 11:nder and exeraise all of the rights and 

-5-



Ji " 

l 

: )$_ .,. •• - )U4 • 

authority co:ntai:ned in Sections 112.34 - 112.8;5 

of Minnesota Statutes 1969, known as the Mi:n:nesota. 

Watershed Act. 

IV. The territory of the Red Lake Drain13.ge and·· 

Conservancy District i:ncludes e.ll of Red Lake 

Cou..nty, major portions of Penr.ii:ngton, Polk, , . . 

Beltrami, and ·Clearwater Cou:nties, aud parts 

of Mar.shall, a:nd Koochiching County, 

V ~ To the :north of Red Lake Watershed· and adjoining 

it is the watershed of the Roseau River~ A 

portion of the divide which is common to the 

two watersheds exte:nd_s ge:neraJly · eastward front 

the northwest co.r:ner of Township 158 North, 

Range 4o West, to the northeast part of Township 

158 North, Range 36 West. 

VI. The Board previously conducted a hearing o:n February 

19, 1964, "I:n the Matter of the Petition for the 

Establishmer.it of the Boundary of the Roseau River 

Drai:nage and Conservancy District, to Change the 

Name to Roseau River Watershed District, and to 

Desig:na.te a Place of Business", in the Courthouse 

of Roseau County, Roseau, Minnesota, .5675,i.,, 
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VIL The Board o:n March 18, 1964, i:n its Fi:ndi:ngs 

of Fact; Conclusions of Law, and 0Tder, 

established the boundary of the Roseau Rive:r­

Drainage and Go:nserva:hcy District, changed the 

:name of said district to Rosee.u River Watershed 

District, and by this sam.e Order, listed the 

territory of the Roseau.River Watershed District 

a.nd defined the amended boundary of t-he Roseau 

River Watershed District. 

VIIL SOmei of the testimony at the hearing held on 

February 19, 1964, indicated that a number of 

sections alo:ng the then existing common boundary 

between the Roseau River Watershed and Red Lake 

Watershed cast their runoff through private, 

public, and roadside ditches a:nd other 

-watercourses i:n a northerly dir~ctio:n t_o the 

Roseau River and :not to the Red Lake River. 

IX. The following 1.a:nd, based upon testimony at the 

hearing, contTibutes water to the Roseau River 

Watershed, a.:nd not to the Red Lake Rtver 

Watershed: 
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A. Beltrami Countz 

1, Township 158 North, 

All of Sections. 

2. Township 158 North, 

All of :Sections 

B, Marshall Countz 

• 

5th Principal Meridian 

Range 37 West 

Sections 7, 8, 9, 10, 

Range 38 West 

sections 7 th:rough 12, 
inclusive c 

5th :Principal Meridian ' -

L- Township 158 North, Rau'ge 39 West 

'AlJ. of sections 3, 4, 5, 6, 
•10 I 11, 12 ~ 

2. Tow:nship 158 North, Ra11ge 40 west 

NJ.. Section 1 
N~ of s~ " 1 

2 

N~ II 2 
N~ of s½ II 2 

2 

Ni II 3 
N½ of 82 " 3 

N½ " 4 

N½ " 5 

N½ " 6. 

x. The land cited above is contiguous to the Roseau 

River wate:rshed District. 

XI~ _The above land can ~e feasibly administered by 

the Board of Managers of the Roseau River 

-Watershed District. 
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XII. The public health and public welfare wi 11 be 

served. by the i:nclusio:n of the above land·· ir:i 

the Roseau River Watershed District. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

XI!I, That the 'petition. dated July 24, 1969; 0 In. the 

:rira.tter of the Petition for the Establishment of 

t;he .' Boundary of :the Red. Lake Drai:na.ge a:nd 

Co:nseq:•vs.:n cy Dis,trii;t,, to Oha:nge, the' Name of 

Said District to the Red La"ke Watershed 

District: to I)esig;oa te a Place of' Business for 

Said Water.shed District, and to Establish the . ' ' 

Number and. Distributi9n of the Board' of Managers 

for said Dist:r:ict", 'confers jurisdiction upon the 

Minnesota Water Resources Boa.rd to change the 
l • 

bou;ndary ,of the Roseau River W:atershed Dist:rlct. 

XIV. The land listed in Paragraph IX above, is added 

to the territory of' the Roseau River Watershed 

District. The Board concludes tha.t: 

A. The ,public interest and the :public 

·' Welfare· will be served by the addition 

o:f' said land; 
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B. The purposes of the Mirmesota Watershed 

Act, Chapter 112, wi1.1 be served by the 

inclusion of said land; 

C. That the above land is contiguous to the 

existing territory of the Roseau River 

Watershed District; 

n. That the· et.bove land can be feasibly 
' 

administered by the managers of the 

Roseau River Watershed District. 

IT 'rs THEREFORE ORDERED 

. XV. That the following described lands are hereby added 

to the territory of the Roseau River Watershed 

District: 

A,, 13eltra;m.i Cou:ntu 5th Principal Meridian 

1. Township 1.58 North, Range 37 West 

All of Sections Sections 71 8, 9, 10. 

2. Township 158 North, Range 38 West 

All of Sectio;ns Sections 7 through 12 , 
inclusive, 

B. Marshall Cou:nti .5th P:ri:noipal Meridian 
' 

l. Township 158 North, Range 39 West 

All of Sections Sections 3, 4, 5, 6 , 
10, 11, 12. 
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XVI. 

2, Township 158 North, Range 40 West 

Nb Section l 

N½ of sl " 1. 

N½ 1t 2 

N½ of s½ 11 2 

N½ " 3 
. N1,_ of s½ . . II 3 . 2 

N½. II 
~· 

N½ " .5 

N½ " 6. 

The Minnesota Water Resources Board Order dated 

the J.:8th day of March 1964, e-ntitled, ;'In the 

Matter of the Petition for the Est?,blishment of 

the Boundary of the Roseau Ri.ver Drainage and 

Conservancy District, to Change the Name of 

Said District to Roseau River Watershed 

District, and to Designate a Place of 

Business for the Watershed .Dist;riqt"2 is 

e:m.e:nded to delete iYJ Paragraph XXI (Page 15), 

as follows: 

D. Beltrami County (Page 24) 

l. Township 1.58 North, Range 36 West 

All of Sections sections 1 through 12, 
i:nclusi ve 

section lJ, 
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2. Township 158 North, Range 37 West 

All of sections sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5 I 6 t 11, 12 i 

J. Township 158 North, Range J8 West 

All of Sections 

E. ·Marshall Cou:nty 

Sections l through 6, 
inclusive. 

1.. Township 158 North, Range ,39 West (Linsell) 

All of Sections 

XVII. The Minnesota Water Resources Board order dated 

the 18th day of March 1964, entitled, "In the 

. Matter of the Petition for the Establishment of 

the Boundary of the Roseau River Drai:r.ia.ge and 

Conservancy Dist:rict,to Change the Name of 

Said District to Roseau River-watershed 

District; a:nd to Designate a Place of Business 

for the Watershed Districtir, is amended as 
-

follows in Paragraph XXI (Page 15): 

D. Beltrami CouY.Jty (Page 24) 

1. Township 158 North, Range 36 West 

Al1. of Sections Sections l through 12 f 
inclusive 

section 13. 



2. Township 158 North, Range 37 West 

All of Sections· Sections l through 12, 
inclusive. 

3. Township 158 North, Range 38 w~st 

' All of SE?ctio:ns Sections '1 througl'J. 12, 
. inclU"SiV~.; 

E. .Marshall County 

1. To:wnship ·1.58 North, Ra.:nge 39 West (Linsell) 

All of Sections Sections· 1 through 6· 
. ' 

inclusive 

All Of Sections Sections 10, 11, 12. 

2. Township 158 North, Range 40 West (Moose Rivel') 

N1e.· Section 1 2• . 1 
.of st ll 1 N2 

N1,. H 2 
N½ of f ,, 2 Sa 

N½ " J 
N½ of S½ It 3 

N½ ti 4 

N½ " 5 

rt1. ,,. 6. 2 

XVIII~ The amended bound.a.ry of the Roseau Rive:r Watershed 

District· is hereby decla.:red to be determined a:nd · 

is defined as the ext,remity of the whole land area. 

described as its territory i:n the J.11.aroh 18, 1.964 
I 

Order of the Board and as modified in Paragraph XVII 

of this Ordere 
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Dated in Sai:r.rt Paul, Minnesota., this 6th day of 

. November 1970, 

MINNESOTA WATER RESOURCES BOARD 

Recto:r H. Putnam. 
Chairman 
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