STATE OF MINNESOTA
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF
AUG,G,ERICKSON FOR THE REMOVAL
FROM OFFICE OF LOUIS G« VOGEL,
COUNTY AUDITOR OF BROWN COUNTY,
MINNESOTA.

The above entitled matier came on for hearing before
me on August 13, 1980, James H. Hall, Esq., appearing for peti-
tioner, and Alfred W. Mueller, Esq., for respondent. Aftar
listening to the arguments of counsel and considering the evi-
dence herein I find thatb:

1. Louig G. Vogel, respondent, 1ls the County Auditor qf
Brown County, Minnesota and has held said office for approximate-
1y twenty years.

e August G. Erickson, the petitioner, is the publisher
of the Springfield Free Press, an official paper of Brown
County. He called at respondent's office on February 12,1930
for the transaction of business aﬁd a8 to what transpired be-
tweeﬁ‘respondent and'petitioner after the conclusion of %the
besiness there transacted their testimcny, which is conflict-
ing, is practically the only testimony. On the charge made
the basis of the petition herein, the respondent was on May 35,

1980 tried in the distriet court of Brown County and.acquittéd
by a juzy.

B While I believe that the respondent should be repri-

manded for permitting his office to be the scene of the dis-
turbance complained of, I am not convinced, after & considera-
tion of the whole matter, that the evidence is of a nature %o
justify such a severe'penalty as the permanent removal from
offices
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand and caussd

the Great Seal of the State to
be hereto afflxed, s 234. day

of August, é?§§7
\ / Becretary of S‘oa‘be. O{ib
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