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EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 56 

In order to assist the carrying out of tasks and responsibilities of state 
government and all other units of government, it is necessary to use computer based 
information systems and other computer services as indispensable tools for the rapid 
and efficient handling and analysis of data. As a first step in accelerating the 
state's efforts in computerization, I, Harold Levander, Governor of the State of 
Minnesota, issued Executive Order No. 15, dated :May 27, 1968. To build upon the 
experience and the results gained since then and to accelerate further the state's 
efforts in this broad field, it is necessary and in the public interest to clarify 
the authority and responsibility for accomplishing the desired goals. 

Therefore, pursuant .to the authority vested in Ir.e by law, I 'H.arold LeVander, 
Governor of the State of Minnesota, issue this Executive Order superseding Executive 
Order No. 15, to further the development, implementation, coordination, and integra­
tion of state information systems and related electronic data processing activities, 
and assign this responsibility aud authority to the Connnissioner of Administration 
to be executed by him through the Computer Services Division, Department of Adminis­
tration, which division was created by the 1967 Session of the State Legislature. 
Pursuant to the provisions of I'iinnesota Statutes 1967, Sections 16.13 and 16.135 
and Article IX, Chapter 1129, Session Laws of Minnesota for 1969 and other existing 
statutes, the Connnissioner of Administration is directed to implement such adminis­
trative actions as may be necessary to comply with the intent of this Executive 
Order. 

In order that the Connnissioner of Administration and the Director of the 
Computer Services Division will have the benefit of competent and objective advice, 
counsel, and guidance in carrying out their responsibilities, they will advise and 
consult with the Governor's Committee on State Information Systems. The Committee 
shall advise the Commissioner and the Director~ Computer Services Division, concern-­
ing the development and implementation of a state information systems master plan 
and make recommendations from time to time to the Governor, the Commissioner, and 
the Director, Computer Services Division, concerning the progress, direction, and 
needs for the state systems efforts. 

The Governor 1 s Connnittee on State Information Systems shall also advise 
and consult with the departments and agencies of the state government on overall state 
objectives in information services and the policies necessary to accomplish those 
objectives; on departmental and agency needs for information systems and other 
computer services; and on progress toward meeting those needs. In addition, the 
committee shall advise and confer with appropriate committees of the Legislature at 
their request on matters relating to information services of the state or local 
governments. 



Executive Order No. 56 -- Page 2 

Pursuant to this Executive Order the Computer Services Division shall 
design and administer a master plan, including specific objectives and detailed 
policies, for the development and implementation of information systems and other 
computer services within 'the structure of state goveri11Tient. The master plan will be 
composed of individual segments, integrated to the extent practicable, for adminis­
tration, education, the legislature~ and the judiciary, and for local government, 
federal government, and other public bodies, corporate and politic. The Division 
shall advise and consult with the appropriate agencies of government in developing 
the several segments. 

As one of its principal objectives, the plan is to establish information 
systems that provide for the most efficient means of data collection, storage, 
retrieval, an<l exchange among units and agencies of federal, state, and local govern­
ments. 

Effective implementation of the master plan requires that the Division 
develop criteria for preparation of proposals and evaluation of proposals for 
information systems and related computer systems and that the Division review all 
requests at the state level for systems projects; programming efforts; and computer 
hardware and related equipment. Further, requisitions for additional or replacement 
personnel for, and requests for consulting assistance in, information systems are 
subject to review by the Division. In arriving at a decision to accept, reject, or 
modify such requests and requisitions~ the Division will work with the requesting 
agency to relate the requests to the state master plan, proposal preparation and 
evaluation criteria, and priority schedules. 

A major area of information systems in which the state has both a financial 
and operational interest is in the political sub-divisions of the state. Local 
governments in general have neither the funds nor the personnel necessary to the 
development and implementation of such systems. The need, 11owever, is pronounced, 
To assist local governments in this area of great concern, the Division will take 
action to develop local government information systems including providing the 
systems design and programming capability necessary and, ·when feasible, the computer 
capacity to handle those programs on a pilot project basis. In accomplishing this, 
the Division will coordinate its efforts with other interested agencies to assure 
integration of resources and elimination of redundant efforts. 

To attain its objectives in the most effective manner at both the state 
and local gcvernment levels, the Division will utilize to the extent practicable 
systems design and programs available from other states, from governmental juris­
dictions, and from private sources, reciprocating to whatever extent is appropriate 
and legal. It will initiate cooperative systems and/or programming efforts with 
other states when practicable. 

Information systems and other computer services are vital to the efficient 
and effective management of all agencies of local government. The importance of 
development of such systems increases daily because of the growing demands on local 
government for services on one hand and the increasingly serious local government 
revenue problem on the other hand. To assist in attacking this problem and in 
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addition to the action specified in the two preceding paragraphs, the Division is to 
submit a report to the Governo~ no later than September 1, 1970, outlining the needs 
of local government for information services and plans and programs to meet those 
needs in the most expeditious and efficient manner. 

The Division is charged with developing a security system, including the 
capability of auditing the security system, 't1ith the assistance of appropriate state 
officials for the protection of all computer-based data so that information that is 
required by law and administrative rules and regulations to be confidential will 
remain so and is available only to authorized personnel. The objectives of the 
system are to provide protection of individual liberties and to safeguard data stored 
in computer compatible form. 

The University of ~linnesota is not to be considered a department or agency 
of state government under provisions of this Order. Nevertheless, the University may 
avail itself of the computer services of the Department of Administration as contem­
plated by tr.« Order upon the execution of a written agreement between the University 
and the Conuuissioner of Administration. 

The research that has been done on data processing systems indicates that 
three factors are key in successful operations: (a) detailed advanced planning, (b) 
heavy participation by users in systems design and implementation, and (c) a careful 
review of perfoi;mance against plans, The Budget Division of the Department of 
Administration is charged with responsibility for accomplishing (c), above, on a 
continuing basis, reporting quarterly to the Commissioner of Administration and the 
Governor's Committee on State Information Systems. 

The Commissioner of Administration shall report to the Governor in writing 
quarterly beginning Aprill, 1970, on short and long range plans in regard to state 
use of information systems and other computer services. Such reports shall include 
the progress made in the implementation of previously defined objectives. 

Witness my hand and seal of 
Januat'y, 1970. 
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