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CONSTITUTION OF THHE

AMERICAN PARTY OF

MINNESOTA

Including amendments adopted
August 21, 1969

PREANBLE

We, the members of the American Party of Minnesota, in state
convention assembled, in order to organize and perpetuate a
representative, effective and responsible party organization
in the 8tate of Minnesota, affiliate with, and advance the
interests of the American Party nationally to establish
conservative Government according to the provisions of
constitutional concepts as envisioned by the founders of
this Nation, do establish thig Constitution.




Article I - Name and Membership

SBection I, The name of this organization shall be the
American Party of Minnesota.

Section 2. Membership in this party shall be open to all
voters of the Btate of Minnesota who support the purposes of
the Amerdican Party.

Section 3. Any person, to be gqualified to vote on any
motion, resolution, nomination or election affecting the American
Party at any meeting, caucus, conference, or convention in the
state, counties, districts, wards and precincts or subordinate
organization as defined in Article III, Section 4, shall be:

a. Bligible to vote at the next general election in the
geographical voting unit he represents.

' b. A supporter of the purposes of the party.

C. A member of no other political party.

Article II - Precinct Caucuses

Section 1. The bagis for the party organization structurs
shall be the precinet caucuses held in the spring of every even-
numbered year upon the Call issued by the state chairman subject
to the determinations of the State Central Committee and the
Minnesota Election Laws. The Call shall be issued at least 20
days before the date set for the holding of such caucuses and
shall include notice of county, legislative district, congressional
district and state conventions. Any person who attends his precinct
caucus of this party shall be entitled to vote at that caucus 1if he
gualifies under the membership articles of this Constitution.

Section 2. The duties of the precinect caucuses shall be to
elect precinct officers and delegates and alternates to the county
and legislative district conventions. Each precinct shall be entitled
to send one delegate with one vote for each 50 votes or major fraction
thereof cast in that precinct for the leading American Party candidate
statewide at the last general election or last presidential election,
whichever is greater, provided each precinct shall be entitled to at
least one vote. Hach precinct shall, if possible, elect one alternate
for each delegate.

Article III - County Conventions'
and Organizations

Section 1. County conventions, composed of the aforementioned
precinct delegates ghall be held in each county in even-numbered
years. It shall be the duty of the county conventions to elect one
delegate to the gtate convention with one vote for each 1,000 votes
cast in that county for the leading statewide American Party candidate
at the last general election or last presidential election, whichever
is greater, provided, however, thal each county shall be allocated
at least six votes. Buch delegates shall serve for two years. They
shall also serve as delegates to their respective congressional
district conventions. ®lternates shall be elected in the same manner




and number as delegates and shall replace deiegates on the basis
of the number of votes they received.

County conventions may provide for the selection of state and
digtrict convention delegates by legisglative districts, wards, or
other subdivisions of the county, and delegates so selected, when
elected by the county convention, shall be deemed to represent
such lepislative district, ward, or subdivision for the purpose of
Article 1, Section 3, a.

Section 2. It shall also be the duty of the county conventions
to transact such obher party business as may come before the conven-
tione.

Section 3. The county conventions shall elect the usual county
party officers: a chairman, a vice~chalrman, a secretary and a treas-
urer, and such other officers as the convention deems necessary.

The elected officers, and not fewer. than five additional members
shall constitute the county executive committee.

The county central committee shall consist of the county
executive committee, all members of the State Central Committee
regiding in that county, and all precinct chairmen;or of the county
executive committee, all members of the State Gentral Conmittee :
residing in that county, and a number of committee members sufflclently ;
“large to insure equitable representation elected as provided by the
county convention.

Section 4. Subordinate city, ward, legislative district, village,
township, women's or other organizations may be recognized and
encouraged, provided consent of the county executbtive committee is
obtained and provided, further, that such organizations comply with
the provisions of this Constitution and the county Constitution,
and that any person gualifying under Article I, Section 2 and 3 shall
not be refused membership nor the right to hold office in such sub-
ordinate organigzations.

Article IV - Congressional Digtrict
Conventions and QOrganizations

Section 1. Congressional district'conventions shall be held
in each even-numbered year at a conveniéent time and place, under
the provisions of the Call issued by the state chairman. Such
conventions shall be composed of all delegates elected to the state
convention within that district and .any at-large state convention
delegates resident in the district. It shall be the function of
the conventions to endorse candidates for -Congress, elect district

officers, including a chairman, a vice-chairman, and a secretar
a treasurer, and other«members of the district executlve commit ee

and transact such other business as may come before the convention.
The district central committee shull consist of the district
executive committee and zll members of the State Central Committee
residing within the district.




Section 2. The distriect conventions shall recommend to the
state chairman two people who shall be delegates or alternates to
serve on each of the pregonvention committees established by the
State Executive Committee.

Section 3. In presidential election years it shall also be
the function of the district convention to nominate the delegates
and alternates to the national convention allocated to them in accord-
ance with the rules, regulations and directives of the State Executive
Committee and the American Party National Committee, subject to the
ratification of the state convention.

Article V - Legislative District
Conventions

Section 1. Conventions shall be helu within districts apport-
ioned to elect a state senator to endorse candidates for the state
Senate and state House of Representatives.

; Section 8., Delegates elected at the last precinct caucuses
within the legislative distrioct shall constitute the legislative
district convention. 8aid conventions shall be at the call of the
state chairman, and he shall designate a convenor. Delegates to
legislative district conventions shall vote for endorsement only
for those candidates said delegates may vote for in the election.

Article VI - State Conventions
and Organizations

gection 1. The state convention is the supreme governing body
of this party, Subjeet to the action of the State Central Committee
or the State Executive Committee, the state chairman shall call a
regular state delegate convention each even-numbered year and may
call such other delegate conventions as may be desirable.

Sectiun 2. It shall bs the function of the state convention
to endorse candidates for office, adopt a party platform, elect
stave pardy officers, adopt resolutions, and determine all other
matters of party concern.

In presidential election years the stalLe convention shall elect
delegates to the national convention and elect the national committee-
man and committeewomah.

Section 3. Prior to each convention, the state chairman, under
the direction of the State Executive Committee, shall issue a Call
to the convention setting forth the number of votes to which each
county is entitled in that convention, the applicable provisions
of this Constitution concerning county, district, and state convent-
ions, and legislative district conventions, the tiie and place of
the state convention being called, and all other information and
forms necessary for the conduct cf such conventions, Such Call shall
be mailed to all State Central Committee members.




Section 4. A quorum for the conduct of any business by the
state convention shall consist of one~half of the duly elected and
acceredited delegates to such convention or two-thirdsg of the counties
represented at the convention. Whenever there is any divison in the
Voting on any matter of the state convention, the record vote shall
be taken by countles, with each county chairman, or kn his absence
another delegate acting in his behalf, reporting the vote of his
county. In taking the vote within each county, the number of votles
to which such county is entitled shall be pro-rated among the delegates
present from that county, and each delepate shall cast his own vote :
independently of the other delegates from that county, and with a
secret ballot provided whenever requested by any delegate. No
county shall send to the state convention an instructed delegatio.
Any acbion to endorse or support any candidate for any public office
shall require at least a two-thirds vote of the state convention.

Section 5. The state chairman shall, subject to the advice and
consent of the State Exccutive Committes, appoint a credentials
committee, a rules committe, a platform committee, and such other
preconvention committees as may be necessary or desirable, at lsast
15 days prior to the state convention. All such appointments shall
be made after consideration of recommendations made by the district
conventions as provided in Article IV, Section 2, Buch committees
ghall perform their respective duties before the convention opens, -
and shall be subject to the confirmation of the state convention.

Section 6. .

a. The American Party elected state officials and American Party
United States senators and congressmen, and the members of the
American Party caucuses of the State Legislature shall be entitled
to be non-votin, delegates of the state convention. '

b. 8tate party officers, as defined in Article VII, Section 2, .
and the national commitieeman and the national committeewoman shall
be delegates-at-large of the state convention.

¢c. Bligibility under this section shall be determined as of
the date of the official convention call.

Article VII - State Party
Administration

Section 1. The general management of the affairs of the state
party shall, in accord with the provisions of this Congtitution,
be vested in the state convention and subject thereto in the State
Central Committee, and, subject to the determinations and directions
of the sald two bodieg, in the State Executive Committes.

Section 2. State party officers shall be as follows: chairman;
first vice~chairman; secretary,; treasurer, who shall serve until
thelr successors are chosen and who shall perform their respective
duties as usual and customary in American political organizations.

Section 3. The State Central Committee shall be the supreme




woverning body of the party between party conventions in accord with
action taken at such conventions and the provisions of this Consti-
tution. Its members shall receive minutes of the meetings of the
8tate Executive Committee,

Section 4. The State Central Committee shall consist of:

a. The Btate Executive Committee.

be. All county chairmen.and vice-chairmen.

¢+ Additional representatives for certain counties as herein-
after stated: Each county shall be entitled to an additional
representative with one voite on the State Central Committee for
sach 5,000 votes or major fraction thereof cast in each county for
the leudlng statewide candidate of the party at the last general
election, or the last presidential election, whichever is larger,
such representatives to be elected by the county convention as
the county chairman is elected.

Section 5. The guorum for meetings of the State Central
Committee ghall be one-third of the counties.

Section 6. The State Executive Committee shall have authority
over party affairs between meetings of the State Central Committee,
and in accord with the actions of the State Central Commlttee and
the party convention.

Section 7. The State Executlve Committee shall consist of:

a. The state party officers, who shall be the officers of
the committee.

b. The national commitieeman.and national committeewoman.

¢+ The chairman of eaech of the congressional districts.

d. During the period in each election year between the primary
and Eeneral elections, the successful nominees of the party at that
year's primary election for statewide offices and for senator and
representative in Congress, or their appointed representatives.

e. Four members-at-large elected by the state Admerican Party
convention.

f. The immediate past state chairman and vice-chairman.

Section 8. A quorum for theState Executive Committee shall be
one~half of the members.

Article VIII - General Rules

Section 1. In case of any vacancy in the office of state chair-
man, the order of succession to that office shall temporarily be
as follows: first vice-chairman, sec¢retary, and itreasurer.

Section 2. The chairman's duties shall be thoge of a chief
executive officer. The state chairman may appoint an executive
director, or other personnel, to manage the businesgs affairs of the
party, and a financial director to manage the financial affairs of
the party, agpointments,subject to the confirmation of the State




Executive Committee and may determine their duties and functions

in accordance with the actions taken by the 8S8tate Executive Commitiee,
the 8tate Central Committee, and the state convention. The chairman
may provide for the employment of any other office personnel necegsary.

The secretary shall be in charge of all the files and records
of the party, and it shall be his duty to prepare necessary documents
and to preserve such files and records. It shall also be the duty
of the secretary to open files and records of the party to examina-~
tion by any duly elected member of the appropriate central committee
at convenient and appropriate times at the request of such member,

The itreasurer shall have custody of the funds of the party,
and shall render written accounts to each meeting of the central
committee and of the executive committee of his receipts and
disbursements. He shall also make a full vocal report at each
convention. The state treasurer and any other party officer or
employee who may be responsible for the handling of party funds shall
be under sufficient bond, the amount to be determined by the State
Executive Committee. An audit of all financial records and transac-
tions of the party shall be made at least once a year, and at such
other times as may be requested by either the State Central Committee
or the State Executive Committee, by a certified public accountant,
and copies of his report shall be sent to all members of the State
Central Committee.

gSection 3. In the absence of eilther couhty or district chairman
at meetings of the 8State Central Committee or State Executive Com-
mittee, the vice~chairman from that county or district may participate
and vote.

Section 4. If a member of any central committee is a represent-~
ative from a local district and is also a member by virtue of holding
an office, the local district he represents shall by action of its
executive committee elect a4 substitute representative.

Section 5. Central committees shall meet at least semi-annually.
Meeting,s may be called by the chairman, the executive committee, or
by any ten members of the central committee, or if any central com-
mittee fails to meet these requirements within a year, by the state
chairman or by a distriet chairman for a county within his district;
and regular meetin.s at stated times and places may be scheduled by
vote of the committee itself. At least ten days notice by mail shall
be given each member of the State Central Committee for each meeting,
regular or special.

Section 6. Executive committees shall meet at least quarterly.
lleetings of the executive committee may be called by the chairman
or by any five members of the committee, and regular meetings at
stated times und places may be scheduled by vote of the committee
itself. At least five days notice by mail or three days notice by
wire shall be given to each member of the 8tate Executive Committee
fTor each meeting, regular or special.




gection 7. On specific questions & poll by mail may be taken
of the members of the Btate Central Committee when the taking of
such a poll is voted by the State Executive Committee., In all such
pobls, at least 15 days must elapse between the mailing of the ballots
and the date set for the tabulution of returns.

Section 8. County, district and all subordinate party organi-
zabtlons at any regularly called convention may adopt constitutions
and/or permanent rules provided such constitution and/or permanent
rules are in accord with the purposes and otherprovisions of this .
Constitution. Copies of such constitutions and/or rules and of all
platforms and resclutions adopted by county conventions shall be
filed with the state chairman and shall be approved by the State
Executive gommittee.

Section 9. The revelant sections of the Minnesota Election Laws
are made a part of this Constitution.

Section 10. At all conventions, visitors and aliernates must
be clearly separated from officially accredited delegates. Alternate
delegates may serve on state, district, or county committees.

| Bection 1l. No voting by proxy or unit rule shall be permitted
at any convention or meeting of the state, county or district
organization or any other gffiliated American Party organizations.

Article IX - Removals, Vacancies
and Disputes

Section 1. All contests as 1o seats at a state tonvention shall
be considersd by the credentials committee for recommendation to
the state convention. ALl cther disputes and contests resulting
from holding of county conventions and district conventions shall
be decided by the State Executive Committee.

section 2. Removal of any elscied state, district, or county
party officer may be made for cause after due notice and hearing,
including the listing of specific charges, by a two-thirds vote of
the members of the state, district, or county central committee in
which the office is held.

Section 3. Vacancies in any state party office, except as
provided in Article VIIIy Section 1 herein, shall be filled by the
State Central Committee, provided the person chosen to fill the va-
cancy receives a majority vote. Vacancies in state, county and
district offices shall be filled within 30 days by the central
committee of the state, county or district in which the vacancy
occurs, provided the person chosen receives a majority vote.

Article X - Amendment

This Constitution may be amended by majority vote at any state
convention.




Article XI

This Constitution supersedes any and all other previous
consihitutions of the american Party of Minnesota.




