PROCLAMATION

WIEREAS, the Republic of Latvia after deelar&ng its Indeg@ndanca on
A November 18, 1918 had prospered as a froe nation in a truly
demoeratic splrit for 22 yearss and .

WHEREASQ' the Soviet Unlon abruptly and without provocation %armingta_‘
the independence of Latvia by military invasion on June 17,
18403 and

WEREAS, the Latvian people and their neighbors, the Estonians and
Lithyanians, have been subjected to Soviet rule and the
process of russification Ffor over two decades; and

WEREAS, the United States of America has never racognxzed the forced
snnaxation of Latvia, Estonla and Lithuania by tha Boviet
Uniong and

WHEREAS,; the Ameriecan people have shown a genuine suppert for the 1usﬁ
agpirations of Latvians, Estonians and Lithuanians in theiy
quest to reestablish Freedom and Independence in the;r homes
landsy ,

NoW, THEREFORE, I, Harold LeVander, Governor of the State of Mlnneaata*
do- hareby designate Monday, November 18, 1968 as

LATVIA'S SOLIDARITY DAY

~and uppe the citizens of Minnesots to observe this day with appfﬁprla?
interest and activities, to study the plight of the Latvian people and
the Latvian nation, and to recommit themselves to the support and prin
“eiples of our country's policies for the ultimate reestablishment of
Latvia's independence, o

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I Herew
unto set my hand and caused
the Great Seal of the State
of Minnesota to be affixed
at the State Capitol this
first day of November in the
year of our Lord one thous~
and pine hundred and sixtye
eight, and of the State,
the ong hundred eleventh,
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