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IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF THE TOWN OF ALBERT LEA

AND THE TOWH OF BANCROFT, BOTH OF FREEEBORN COUNTY, MINN-

EEOTA, TO HAVE AMNEXED CERTAIN ADJOININZ UNINCORPORATED
TERRITORY TC THE CITY OF ALBERT LEA.

- APPEARANCES :

William R. Sturtz, 402 South Washington Avenue, Albert Lea,
Minnesota, Attorney for Petitioners.

Courtney A. Slife, 138 West William Street, Albert Lea,
Minnesota. Attorney for the City of Albert Lea.

James Suthers, 1901 Grand Street, Albert Lea,’MinneSOta."

The petition of the Towns of Bancroft and Albert Lea, Freeborn{f';

County, for the annexation of certain adjolnlng, unlncorporated

territory in the Townships of Bancroft and Albert Lea, Freeborn{fifﬁ*?

jCOunty,vMinnesota, to fhe.city of‘Albert Lea, Minn=zsota, came fe'
_regularly on for public hearing before the MinnesoeeRMunicipal":;iﬁ_ﬁ
Comm1581on in the City Hall in the Citv of Albert Lea on September :"{‘
9, 1968, at 10:00 o'clock in the forenoon. | L
| Mr. Robert Ford, acting chairman, Mr. Milo Eelshan and Mr.

S Wangeﬁ were present as the Municipal Commissieh.r,
Petitioners moved for the incotpOratjon by reference ef ali
of £he files and records of A~1138, being proceedlngs relatlve to ;"
bf:eeid identicel territory, and hearing thereon June 2, 1967. | Sald
motion was granted withont opposition. :

The Commissien having heard and carefully considered all the‘

evidence, including the inquiries and statements from persons in :

\\the audience, having viewed the premises, and upon all the files




;;and exhibits and records, includlng those 1ncorporated by‘reference?f

| now makes the following FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF IAW, AND |

i ORDER.

" PINDINGS OF FACT

(1) The Petition of the Towns of Bancroft and Albert Lea,
VFreeborn County, Minnesota; for annexation of certain unincorpordeddéf
land in said Townships to the City of Albert Lea was filed pursuantﬁii
 to and in compliance with Minnesota Statutes Chapter 414; and that =
f,sald Péltlon was in all’ respects proper in form, contents and “
fiexecution, and was accompanied by the required Resolution duly

-:ﬁmade by the Boards of Supervisors of such Townships.

(2) Notice of the hearing on the Petition was duly;given,as-f¥3¥w

| required by statute, The Commission convened by 1awfu1 quorum at {f
?5the scheduled hearing. All partles of record were present at and
‘partlclpated in the hearlng, and no testimony 1n opp051tlon.to,thth
Petition was offered. | 'v E o '
{3) The correct legal descrlptlon of the unlncorporated
terrltory proposed to be annexed to the Clty of Albert Lea 1s as
set forth 1n EXhlblt 1, attached hereto and made a part thereof.:.j
(4) The described land is not presently a part of another :
municipality, and it is contlguous to and ad301ns the present crtyh
llmlts of the City of Alberxrt Lea.  Said 1and is 51tuated 1n and :
I involves only a small portion of each of the Townshlps of Bancrofthf
and Albert Lea. The governments of each of sald Townshlps can andfifg
will need to continue should the concerned area be hereafter 1n |
fact annexed tothe City of Albert Lea. ' " | h:_" .
(5) The population of the area descrlbed in Exhlblt 1, and
sought to be annexed, is 568 persons, w1th 263 belng of votlng a:,:se."‘“'{"j

The populatlon of the City of Albert Lea, accordlng to an 1nter1m

United States Census of 1965 is approximately 18,300 persons.




fThere is a community of interest between the two areas snd“the
" residents thereof. The residents of the described area work, shopé =
':attend churches and schools, and recreate in the City of Albert |
;éLea. |

(6) The area of the territory described in the Petitionbahd t
1;1n Exhibit 1 hereof is 340.9 acres, with 129.6 acres thereof in o
§§Bancroft Townshlp and 211.3 acres in Albert Lea Township. 7
(7) The City of Albert Lea has had a steady and continual 1'
j;growth in population, industry, commerce, education and construo¥
fjtion. Existent industries and'businesses have eXpanded. Sevetai i

f?new industries have located in and commenced operations in said

. City. Lea College has been formed and founded as a private, four-i'

:-year, academic degree institution. Interstate nghways 90 and - §

;EBSW intersect at Albert Lea. Interstate Highway'90 and its diamoﬁd:¥*“"

;glnterchange with Brldge Avenue, extended northerly from the present;fx
~%ic1ty ]1m1ts, are less than a mile from the area sought to be ' <
igannexed. The Munlclpal Alrport adjoins the area sought to ‘be
Q,annexed. The area described 1n the petition and sought to be

:aannexed will accommodate the growth and expansion which can be"ﬁ

l}reasonably anticipated to, in, and by the City of Albert Lea,

(8) The Petition for Annexation is not motivated -by or for
;;the purposes of,incteesing revenue for thercity’of Albért Lea.

;iThekreal estate taxes oanrreasonahly berexpected‘to inctease in -
f?the territory SOQght to be annexed,rshoUId it be in facthanneked; A;,~
E;The 1968 assessed valuation of the present City of Albert‘Lea,was,
E;$10,925,654.00. The 1968 assessed valuation of the .a:t:eai.bsc->‘ugl'1t{1‘:o{~j"-}t
;ébe annexed was approximately $187,567.00. The methods of asseSS~'
fpment in the two areas have been and are the séme} and there wilii‘if”
Erbe no material change in assessed valuations of partioular'patcelsk

; of land, should the area be annexed. The 1968 mill rates of the

© areas are as follows:




B Exhlblt 1, attached hereto, now centains many residentlal

Aibert Lhea Township - 215.57:

Bancroft Township - 211.67 .

Albert Lea City -~ 276,50,
The consequent increase in real estate taxes to the property
owners in the territory concerned is aommensurate wmth and propcr~ S

EE Y
i tionate to the benefits of the additional municipal serv1ces to

be obtained in the future frdm the City of Albert Lea, shauld the f'ﬂ
area be annexed thereto. | ';‘ DR

Both the annexing area and the area sought to be ann&xedrare g
‘Wlthln the same school dlstrict, bemng School Distrlct 241, Thefe‘
would be no change in service fram the schacl distrlet ar in uaxee,
assessed for school purposes, shculd the area be annexe& %Q the
City of Albert Lea. | wﬁ_:.x,ﬂ‘ f;x}uﬂﬂ‘ | e

(9) The area4eonceened an“ dusc bed in. the.Pehtlan'and inﬁ:

' ,lngs, situated on both platted and unplatte& lands..
50 per:cent of the area cancerned 18 presently occupxedfb,hfqrms

and farm bullazngs. Some of the ccncern‘ﬁ,area is presently bexng‘

ylng avalable within the present city limits.is limited'ta fuch &ﬂ ‘

extent as to hamper additional reai&entxa; expansmcn the;»ir'
"Magter Plan" recommended by a Cmty Planning Comm1351on and adeéted:
'by the City COuncil includes the area sought.tq ba annexeﬁg and
prov;des for its future development as primarily a reaidentﬁal
area and zone . P e | 7' ‘i
(10) The area sought to be annexed is now,suburban or urban
in character, and it can bhe reasonably anticipated that lL wi11
steadily become more so. The property thhin the concexneﬁ area
is generally available for expansion and developmenﬁ into reS1den~>;5:

tial and commercial zones along the lines indicated in the aforﬁ* ’)”

mentioned "Master Plan"., The concerned a;ea can reaaonabig be "y ]
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i expeéted to participate in the urban and suburban growth of the
: metropolitan area of the City of Aibert Lea. The;orderly growth
é and development of the City of Albert Lea and the area concernéd B
; would be enhanced by the annexation of the area to the Clty mf ‘
2 Albert Lea. " | ,

(11) The Townshlp form of government, now existent undes b@thﬁiéj
f Bancroft and Albert lLea Townships, is inadequate o c0pe with the i’
‘% problems of urban and suburban growth, exXpansion and development
? in thé area sought to be annexed. For the most part;_the enﬁife kf"f

 area is zoned residential or residential-agricultural.

Neither of gaid Townships has a public water system, a yubliar,@>f

fgsewer system or a public drainage system. ,The streets and roads
? are gravel in the portions of the area which haVeidévélcpga resine -
;Edeﬁtially. Sewage disposal is by privately owned and méihtéinéaf'
; septic tanks; water supply is by private wélls, some‘of which‘éﬁ¢ s
igpolluted beyona accepted health standards. Storm and surface;~”;_,
%fwater drainage is 1nadequate. All dralnage in and from the area
:Lfinds its was into nearby Fountamn Lake, a majorbportlpn of wh;chf;;
| is presently within the limits of the City of Albert Lea. There
'? is evidence that some raw sewage'from~private'ti1e lines is béing ],-
;gdlscharged 1nto the drainage and ig in fact reaching Fcunhaln &aka“,,?
‘; The said lake is being pollutedly such drainage to an extent tm ot
£ be likely to lessen the use of the lake for recreatlonal purpogas, y f

il and to endanger the health of the citizens of both the annexing

”ééarea and the area sought to be annexed. It is to'bé anticipaﬁgd‘_‘

'?Ethat these conditions will become worse in the future. ‘Muhicigﬁi f*if

.TlGovernment is requlred for the protectlon of the public health |
?ithhln and near the area sought to be annexad. The Minnesota ~
;;Water Pollution Control Commission has indicated by letter dated -
;:November 15, 1967, copy of which was received in evidence as '
;ﬁPetitioners' Exhibit 1, That a sewage treatment palnt is impera-

{ tive for this area.




-
(12) The area sought to be annexed is- presently sexved hy a

Volunteer Fire Department, which has one unit stored wmthln the

i City of Albert Lea. For police protectlon and law enforcement'the-F*l

| concerned area relies on such service as the Sherlff of Freebotn L

County can prov;de., Publlo safety and igeneral welfare would berj“"

I enhanced by the annexatlon of the area to the Clty of Albext Lea.‘.f .

(13) There is need for Munmcipal Government of the ‘area sse::ﬂ.a.gh’c.-gé
Lo be annexed in order that public health, safety and general ‘ 4
welfare be improved and provxded through senvmaes Ln the fields oﬁ lf"
fsewer, water, dranage, streets, flre protectlon, polloe protectlon,#
| plat control, land development, zoning, planning and oonstructxon.‘.
QrThe City of Albert Lea can feasmbly ‘and, practically provide for |
g and best serve the need for such governmentgl serV1ces present&ygr
and as- they become necessary in the future. " ',_ ,
(14) Annexation of the lands descrzbed 1n Exhlblt l is 1n the»f
| best interests of both the Clty of Albert Lea and said descrlbed ;
" 1and' . S0 . .v
(15) That an informational’ meeting orrmeetings of'TownShip
officials and residents of the area sought tobe‘annexedvbe_oalledeva”
and held by said Townghips prior to an election on thekproposedlv»t" f

i annexation.

CONCLUSION OF LAW

(1) The Minnesota Municipal Commission duly acquired and now

; has jurisdiction of the within proceedings. v :
(2) The area described in paragraph 3 of the Findlngs of Fact‘i”a
: herein~1s contiguous to and adjoins the present,olty limits of the_'ti
; Petitioner, and iz urban or suburban in character. | - .

' (3) The area described in paragraph 3 of the Fihdings of Faot'
f herein is so conditioned and so located as to be properly sub-

2 jected to the Municipal Government of the City of Albert Lea.

(4) The annexation of the territory described in paragraph

: 3 of the Findings of Fact herein by and to the City  of Albert

i Lea would be to the best interest of the City of Albert Lea.and

L
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% of said territory.-

(5) Municipal Government of the ﬁerritory'describe& in

f paragraph 3 of the Findings of Fact herein is requxred to . protuct

the public health, safety and welfare in reference o plet eantxaliw

and land development and construction;*whlch,cen be.reasonebly ; B

expected to ocgur within a reasonablewtime hereefterfinfae%ﬂ o

terriiory = | ‘u o | |
(6) There is an existing and reasonably anticmpated need @f

governmental servives, such as, but not Limited ﬁo, water system,'

sewage disposal, drainage, streets, police protectxon, law enfercemaJe

ment, and flre protectlon, - |

| (7) The tOWnshlp form of government is not adequate ta cope e
é”W1th the problems of urban or suburban growth in the terrltovy '
é described in paragraph 3 of the Findlpgs of Fact he;e1n~~_
l (8) The City of Albert Lea can feasibly and practieally :
; provide for and best serve the need for governmental sefvieesvff,' e
? presently,‘and as they become necessary, in the territory_deecribedu*:
i in paragraph 3 of the Findings of Fact. | _ _v | S
(9) An election should be ordered on the proposxtlon cf
%aAnnexatlon pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Sectmon 414. 03 Subm

i division 5.

ORDER FOR ELECTION

Upon Petition of the Towns of>Bancroft and Albert Lea for tné-;»;f
: annexation of unincorporated land in Bancroft}and Albert Lea TeWn~ ‘f 
f?ships, Freeborn County, Minnesota, to the city'of‘Albert Lea, whichif;
fﬁcame regularly on for hear;ng vefore the Mlnnesota Munlczpal Comm1~ ﬂ1

ission at 10:00 o'clock in the forenoon, on September 9 1963P in

:Ithe City Center of the City of Albert Lea, Freeborn County: Mlnne~‘ vﬁ
iésota, at which hearing testimony was heard and evidence ‘taken and -
iﬁuPOn all the files and records herein, and the Commission being
! fully advised: |

!‘ IT IS ORDERED:

That the Petition for Annexation to the Clty of Albert Lea, ofbfu

;fthe followlng described territory, viz: (See Exhibit 1 attache&




" hereto) be, and the same is hereby approved.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
That the effective date and the date this Order shall be filed
- shall be September 13, 1968. | :

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:

That an election be held in the area approved hy this Order
tb be annexed pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 414,03,
 subdivision 5, on the question‘of whether or not such incbrﬁora?
ted territory should be annexed and become a part of the City of
Albert Lea, Freeborn County, Minnesota.

L IT iS FURTHER ORDERED: |

That ‘such election be held on the 5th day of Novamber, 1968,
‘,at the followmng polllng places.

Hammer School, as to those voters:
residing in Albert Lea Township;

Bancroft Town Hall, as'to’those
voters residing in Bancroft Town~
. Ship,
and that said polls be open at samd polllng place frcm 7:00 A. M. LR
‘until 8: 00 P. M. on such date. o
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED : ‘ v
That sald election be conducted lncldental to and comncldental'

,‘with the general nat;onal, state and local alectaons ¢Qnduyted

upon gald date; that the following persons serve as elathon judqas

. for such annexation election:

BANCROFT TOWNSHIP

Philip J. Nelson
John Rasmussen
Richard Standheim
Bernard Johnsyxud, Jr,

ALBERT LEA TOWNSHIP

Herman Jensen Mrs. Mendal Christianson
Qrville Winjum Richard Overgaand
Leonard Nelson Mrs. Alton Jenson

Mrs. Robert Steele Mrs., John Stiehler

Mrs. Harvey Sorenson Mrs. Herschel Bakken
Mrs, Merton Head Mrs. William Peterson;

that said annexation election be conducted, in so far as possible,

under and in accordance with general election laws; that only




EXHIBIT 1

! Beginning at a point which is 2055.95 feet North and 50 feet |
{ Eagt of the South Quarter corner of Section 4, Township 102 orxth, |
" Range 21 West, said point being further described as being the

. Northwest corner of Lot 1, Block 20, Ridgewood Park Second Subdivi-

© sion; thence 243.9 feet Bast at right angles; thence 446.0 feen

: North at right angles; thence 310,0 Ffeet East at right angles:

i thence 308,35 feet South at right angles; thence 57.20 feet South-
.« easterly at a deflection angle of 18°900' left; said point being

» further described as the Northeast corner of Lot 3, Block 19 of

; Ridgewood Park Subdivision; thence 605.0 feet Northeasterly at

i right angles; thence 258.63 feet Easterly at a deflection angle of
119033,5' right to a point in a curve on the East line of Garfield
i Avenue and intersecting the tangent to said curve at saild point at
i a deflection angle of 830945,5' pight; thence 120:0 feet Southerly
y along a curve of 2884.31 feet radius and though a central angle of

| 4046' and to the end point of said curve; thence 206,12 feet South ,ff

i erly along the tangent to said curve at said end point; thence

. 109,97 feet Southeasterly at a deflection angle of 78044' left;

i thence 346.1 feet Southeasterly at a deflection angle of 14%48.5'
y right; thence 144,52 feet Southeasterly at a deflection angle of
i 14031,5' right; thence?B 71 feek SQuthaasterly at a deflection

| angle of 280l1' left; said point being further described as the
North most corner of Lot 1, Block 7, Ridgewood Park Subdivision;
| thence 119.60 feet Southeasterly at a deflection angle of 44044,5°
i;rlght, thence 514.45 feet East to a point on the East line of :
t Section 4; thence Noxth 1023 feet more or less on sald Eagt line of
. Section 4 to the East Quarter corner of Section 4; thence continu-
!'ing Noxrth 58 feet more or less to the center of a ditch; thence

' North 25°41' West along ditch 346 feet; thence North 44°931' West

¢ along ditch 287 feet; thence Norith 22931' West along ditch 783 feet
to the North line of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter
of said Section 4; thence West along the said North line of the
Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter 660 feet more or less; | .|
{ thence North on the East line of the Northwest Quarter of the North 7
} east Quarter of Section 4, 1320 feet more or less to the Northeast|
i corner of the said Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter;
thence North along the East line of the West Half of the Southeast!
Quarter of Section 33, Township 103 North, Range 21 West, 2140.85

center line of said Section 33 that is 2140.85 feet North of the _
i South Quarter corner of said Section 33; thence West on a line %
i parallel to and 120 feet North of the North line of the 0ld Airport
i Road a distance of 1320 feet more or less to a point on the West i
i line of the East Half of the Southwest Quarter of said Section 3371
i thence South along said West line of the East Half of the S@uﬁhw@s% "
.3tQuarter 2140.85 feet more or less to the Southwest corner of the
4 Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 33, Township .
i 103 North, Range 21 West; thence South along the West lmne of the !
;Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 4, Township !¢
102 North, Range 21 West, 1320 feet more or less to the ‘Southwest |
{corner of said Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter; thence |
continue South along the west line of the Southeast Quarter of the!
{;Northwest Quarter 330 feet; thence East 840 feet; thence South '
zs1835 feet; thence East 480 feet, to the North and South genter ling
- of said Section 4; thence North along said center line 254.15 fcet,
thence 50 feet East to the place of beginning.
;; Also, the East 50 feet of Bridge Street from the Northwest
1 corner of Lot 1, Block A, Ransoms Subdivision North to the North-
! west corner of Lot 1 Block 20, Ridgewood Park Subdivision,
i The above described tract contains 340.9 acres more or less,
i and belng in Section 4, Township 102, Range 21 and the South Half

;tof Section 33, Townshlp 103, Range 21.
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feet; thence West 1316.4 feet to a pcint,on the North and South § L

SaxmquafSkmq’,v,;



voters residing in the territory described in the 1égal'&escripﬁi¢n e

shall be entitled to vote; that the ballot bear the words "Ror

i et WAt A e, U i e+

Annexation" and "Against Annexation" with a square before ezch of ﬁha*f

phrases in one of which the vote may make an approprmate mavk tc

}express his choice; and that all ballcte and electlon aupplies
_shall,be prov1§ed by Petitioners,

IT IS F_UR’I‘HER ORDERED 3

i That the Petitimner cause a copy of this order approving iﬁs-»
i Petition for Annexation to be pmaﬁad not less than 20 déya befcxa‘
A November 5, 1968, in three public»places in the.areafpropcéeﬂ faif:

1annex‘atiori, and to bhe publishe& in The Evening Tribune;'Aibért3

‘ }Lea, Minnesota, a medium of official and 1egal Publlcatian @f

o »,!

i . e, e A M 2 5 A 5 et o

genexal clrculation in the area proposed for annexation, two weeka o

: ibefore the 5th dayrof,November,>1968.r

Dated this 27th day of Septenber , 1968,

 MINNFSOTA MUNICIPAL COMMISSION
610 Capitol Sqiare Building
St. Paul, Minnesota . i -
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