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since the begloning of tlwe, f£ire hues been of tyanendous benefitc to
mankind. It has wermed his howss, cooked his Zood, helpad provids
power and transportetion. Vet, at the sase tine, fire csn be 8 ree
lentiess enemy to wayu, destvoying his property and sometines teking
bis 1ife, and

today, £ire still playe thic dual role ag friend snd foe of man,
Propavly conepollad, it performs a host of useful tasks., Out of
control, it takes & toll of over 12,000 lives in the United Ststes
and Cenads avery year, ¥ach year, £ire vavages property worth close
o two billton dollsrs in our two countries, and

the greatest bulvarks agaicar this terrible cost in lives ond properiy
are the professionsl fire fighters, who safeguard thousends of clties
#nd tows in the United States and Censdd, as wall as mcoves of fadeps
al fnsteiletions. Thelr hevole offoriés iun the face of extrene 13amgam
Heap the toll from amuang to new and wore terrifying beights, and

£ifey yedrs ago in 1918, five fightewrs Svom & handful of these cities
asd towme banded together to form & union sud vecedved 2 charter from
the Amspicen Pedevation of Labor. Jhe object of the new wnion was to
achiove some rellef from the long hours thay were yequived £o work and
to uttain 2 salery level that resiisticslly took into account the
hararde they face and the skills and experience the men must have o
pevform thely dotles, snd

the goals of the Five Fighteys tave beoan sxtendsd over the yervs.
They stress the need for five prevention, 43 well as the extinguishe
went of fives., Thelr trade union orgenization constantly wesks to
elpvate the guality of the five aervice theough professionsl teaining
and atudy on the pavt of the men in that service,

HOM, THEREFORE, I, Barold LaVander, GCovernor of the State of iinnesote; do hereby
prociaio the week of Pebrusry 25 = Mevch 2, 1968, as

TPIRG VICHIERS WEER™

in Minnesots, to coluclde with the sbservance of this Unlon's anniverssyy, so thac
cur citlzens may participate foroally in atcording an spproprlate fribute to this
ensrpetic snd forwardslooking orpanisation, the International Association of Fire

Pighters.

L VITRESS WHEREOF, Y have hersunto set nmy haosd
and paused the Grest Sesl of the State of Minng~
sota to be effixed at the Stete Capitol this
twenty~third day of February in the yesr of our
ford one thousand ning hundred and sisty-eipght,
and of the ﬂmte. the one hundrved tenth,
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