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10 th.fl . at~ ta :orninag~ Otn11?m.i Sfl5.cn, 

the capitol. 

Gtntltmen i * 
In oomglia~e w1-bl1 J<>tt.r inrrt'.CU.o.tions :r MY& aote4 on th• 

lttqttett of non. o .. a. t!atl'lel\'; ◊t Aitkin, a14 'have maae e,ta:in!nati-on of 

tht bu~na4•ovelt' ,~•a• 1ti \'lor~ towne'hiP ( ~-4& n., R,24 w. l., in Aitt:tll 

e<:rttntr .wt th .e,. v!tl'it .Of d•teminirls how the f1r$S have affected d~a!ne.s-

. conlititint in that loo alt ii¥, 
x,esc::ttiptio}.t Of' 1,nntttoey. 

A11 of Wat"kman ~o.wrttitd..p loo~ted sou.tl1 of the ~1es1esippi 

Ri-r1r atu1 west of the aana.r aiver with the exceptt~n -o:t ·tht :tau.ls imnltli""' ;' 

atalr bo:,4.tr!~ on. the .J:i.Ter bank! sna on lake allo»es, wea in 1ta nw-.1 :\ 
stat• GU- ~»•n wu, ~-s and mesa ma,..eh. with ~:matl tUlt\ia$Clt s<:u:t.tteriv.g,. 

·on 1thtol1 •tfl::t' ,too4 contin.u.t>tuil.r $xoept p:robs.b:'1.7 4in:tt1ns :esoep:tiottall1' 

4:tJ SflltU:U)n& •• 

mhe te~:ritol!; lies on the smnm.1:t of tlle div1t• b1tw•on 

th• u1sais11w1 R~ver to the n-o.Xtth and we1t. ,'lld. tb.e santq lii.v~~ . to the 

tut tmd th• . i\11'.t~; R1'¥'e~ t(} tha eouth ¥U1d WtUSt • BJ ·tald.n~ $.dTantaa;t of 

tl\t sttuatlona o:tt~re,t. th.is a.~& ~IQ" 'b• provided w1:th outif.ttt 1nto all 

th~s• st:re M'lll. 

About 1906 the e11rtlers who h&t\ tskan h.®11stcuia.a a.tt.l 

settlecl 1tt thltt lQaalit;r f.nttltu.ted pltttu,etU.ngs fQ~ the 41:atuart of 

tln,b' lallds.. As. a r,.i,sult,. wJtat ieJ kn.G1'1ll. on tbt: l"♦Ooras as Oourrtr '.Ditch 

J(h4, Aitkin count¥, ws.a t>ri&:rtd eo'h&t:ruo.te4. the, n-ont:csct. Wilt tt.wal'd1t 

to two o.:t the settltra livltlg in the teni tc:r.,, that ·waa to bt d'.teote«. 

b7 the 41t®• atd. was completed in 1908. 12he dite.h W$8 oQnstruete4 Qn 

the loee.t:ton 1tt41oatea. on the 1·umom:pan1ing 'blue :Print bf th9 brok• l'td 

llt1•. :tt ns 11, b.and-dtig at1!e.i~ &.Ye'te.ging 1:n depth trom. 2 ,:teet to 4 f eet1 

with e. bottom width cf about 4 feet. 
~he aost o:r const'.t'Uotion we.a :assessed sga1nat th& 'ad• 

3oi:rd.ng b&n&fitea lSXidS, to be pa.it 1t1 ten s.tltlusl installllltnts • 9Jht 

:tast 1net$.l1nl1nt on the aoat of thie ditch W$$ pa.it :bl 1918, 
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~4s ocnup1e4, 

th& eettlttr~nt a.t:Zeotied shOWtJ uia-rus of tb,iiift. t!uo.b. lfflrt 

hss bt~n lone 'bJ 'ffllf o:! cfletn"ing the la.mt f'1tom tamarack lt001as e:nA buul- · 

tel'&,.. th.• latter aboundf.ng on tht1 htgJH.ir' por'ti<.m.1, ~ht 'b11ild1np and 

h:er~s nt c•t:t1• tncU.oata that 4atr1tng Ml etodt•.r·d.s$:ns have bee.:n pur~« 
,llll:J:Of8fffu.llj. 

'Whllt· ti. Olutr atttle:rs ll&Vt l!f); doubt :x'i~td aontd.dtr&bl• 

lltn«tite t;r:o11 OQl'l.nt, Dttah 1:0.4 br war ot o:rop• ta.ken mm the ~~lll;dmel 

lads. r•t I ws.e hrpr~saet w1th the faet tbat th• settltr1 Mtst have 

lptd mo.et of thtl~ tlwt - l)Z-ObablJ till of tho!z AV;Ulp ttr.'.'~rp~lng tht 

4n~•4 lan\\t fo'C f'ulli»g. th• t-.eal bt~(ffltt f":1t<m 41!a!raqe, ae tar at 

gi~int' tht: a.1.ttl.en an tno.om.o t1:~m. aot\lta. 111:~• la oc>nc(nt.ntA,. WM to han 

bten nal!l't4 !n th~ tu:tu.1:11 fTrll'.rt tht ~ct,xcte, to ti: :talae« fvom th., «:ram• 
tJI lad.a· e1ch ha.vt bttn oleued tal14 b~oktn in the :vaat. 

Effect of neeent Fir~$~ 

!ht effect of t);t 1'$oent:fir.e~ havi 'btm to 41.mOst tJ<)?ll'"" 

plote11 Obliterat• cou.ntr tiiitoh. no,,. th~ palrti!81ly 4tcQmpoae4 mos1 $tld 

v•ae:tab.l• top g:owth 1vh toh ad• u;p the su:te«u1 soil he.'Vt be~n bttt11$d to 

an ave:tase dtpth ·o:t yrob.ablf 18 inches. the -ent!t-t· altea effaetea, ex

oept whtn th& 1ttttle.l'B fought• down th0 f~es to sa.T~ th«~ build:tnp, 

-.n,d w:t14 ·. JdadOW:s, lta:vt been aiu1tro1on. ~eqtd.:ttina the :r11e1atne;: ,o~ :all 

b~n•A ovt~ :tu.a.a ant the ma1tu1rtns of an• a:top ,ot srua to11 pa.1.1~• att4 

hq tt1 furni'fJh 1o~age :fo.t . the &toot,. ( S«,e M(H):mp1Jl1iqr viewaj ., 

»rainagt .A l?JC!lnalfy 1,·eo,u1sit1. 
i.o sow gr.us aeet on th.e laX\4.a in th.eir present con ... · 

41titin woul.d '.b& a waste o~ tim~ e:o.4 monq~. Be1:Jtiuset ot laot o~ 4ra1n-

•P th.it •nttft at-ea will ne eove:i:td :wtth small 1M~$ and poolt with tht 

r.itt.t1t1ng of tht ent>w tn the spr1ll8', ~h<J level land. with the ntun,~ou, 

bumtd :01,1.t le»re•a1onl!J. w-111 .. within the course: ot on• t:it two ftru."$, "•""· 

t~n to CflU8S rm.d ,nt.Sb.$8 and a ~owth ot willow e.nd allter bmeh unltll 

d~.rd.n.tt~ outlete are prov-id.ElA. 

A reoonitJmction of Oottnt~ Ditch !Jo ~4 mutt bt :pertEicted 



before: the lands can pro4i·u>e a 1tv,e1ihoml t<r:c· the se-ttltz-a living ln the 
~ 

oommunitJ., From the preli11:ine.X7 ttx&;nlnat1011 wbioh t made wh11t, 011 .th• 
, . . . . 11e"e1ved . 

p-ounl; am tiom. :the auggeJ!Jtltnt ~ f2liom ll.toh of' tM a1ttl11r1' I. 1nte,r..., : 

rtewtl, )ftCOl'i•t~tiQa o:l oountr Diti,h :No,4i tm.4 n•• d.d1ttone thott1l be 

•«• along iihtt looat1Jn tntloawil itt 'l'•llow 011 •• ~tot!mpt.n;l?ls. blu• 

p.OSti :re•ottittnotion 1',.o,u•;c not toll.OW' tho old Qmutt7 »1toh llO' 44: ctr•~ it# 
' 

trdd.- ltqth,~ but s<>.•• to au Olttlet fa~the%." west • ~t• ebaar•· !·a ~•~ 

eemr11nltd. in o:«er tha.t .ia gJteate:r &l:'$& cf 1$.nd• 111 netd of 4:t-td,nas:1: •• . 

,. , .. ~~ ttt•4, 

t ,-, 

tif>l1:i !S a~ 14, a2 ~« ii, g; ~ t~ ~ 13$ e11a n shouU b& ,0onst:ruot1t 
b •t al to oomeot :re1p1ut:tve17 With Ls:te~a.l #l, ~ttt,:a1 #2 al11 :ts.teJtal #Z, 

o.:t ata:tt Diteh 10..,e&.,, ant 'Late~el. l&l o~ state nitoh 10.a& .Jt !111• ar~q•• 

mtu 1flll atf1>d un.imptt.ea. outltta tt> thl «4'ut'h, ant tos«tthe~ 1t1tb ibt 

tuil«t11 into 1:tte J&ies!sed.ppi 1t!.~eir· mt 81ndr' liil'tttl"• will r.mk& th:te p:,0p011 

t,at,m 14.•al both 11 r•e;ardv d.esil):l Md ?<Un.i.lts to be accoxnplishel.,, 

14 oomplicattd ;ngin~trblg pl"Obl•• ~ . ., lnl"olv,4., 

1th1,:e afthllto'hahl.¥ s,ooo ~tee. tt l&n4 th&t woult 1:,l!ol; 

et1vt 4ueot b&ndf.te: from tltt ~ovoaea 1Inpl:0Ttm«nt. 

l\atii.ntatw Ot' Ovirb. 

t •&t:tma:te tha 0011t of l'ttoonst~ritt1ng (lountr vttoh 
t,.~~ 
I t 

ro.4 :&lOijg \ht, lo~'-t1o:n itdl1oatt4 1n ,ellow c0n the aucon.w1np.ng blue pritltj:•': 
t~~:.; 
:r;; 
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