
HISTORY OF r1'HE HOMEOI-1NfHIG COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
AND SURGERY 
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7he Homeorathtc Collei;:e o:f Medicine and Surgery became 

a rart of' the n,ed.ica1 :lerartment of' the University of 

. ,)f the l\;fod i (•al :profess ion who took a nromi.nent part in its 

organization. There exi8t1:-·d 11.t. this ti,ne a Homeopathic 

M~dical College wh-:.r•h w:~s located i.n Minnea;olis 1 incorporated 

cmde:r the laws of Minnesot,a., well equippe,:J. with a full corps 

of tP.ache1·-s and. clinical iw=::trur:itors. f.~ large dispensary .with 

a.rn:ple cl -Ln ica1 mate1•1al; with B. satisf::1,ctory stud.ent bod.y, 

in(~r•13asini ea1~h year. In 1888 the the college was taken over 

"by the Uni.versi ty of Minnesota, at ·rho,; earnest solicitation 

of the organizers of the .Ur.i vers~i ty medical ,tepartrnent afore

mentioned.. The H:.meopathic College was .Promls-e<'1 fair treat-
. 0, .. ~ . .,~..1 . 

ment, an•"l its board of directors tmfortunately b~hese 

promises made them were made in good faith. 

For 19 years the College of Ht,mf;Cpathic Medicine has 

existed at the Uhl versi i;y of' Mirin:~'3ota; for 19 years the College 

authorities haVA repeatedly 1old the board o.f .regents that 

conditions tis they exi.stE-d rlid not admit of erowth and have 

asked as~istance. The li::tst year +,hey appealed to the board 

again, an0. again their requests were ie;no:red: then they went 

to the legislatt1r':l, they told the membe.rs cf that body 1 as 

they had told th"" p,,ard of Regents, their exact cowiitions; the 

e¼act number of stu(lents thf·y had; thBy told the•n the reasons f'or 

l~ck h~ growth. The Legislature aprropr1ated $50 1 000 for a 

b 'ld' f th r! ·11 · "" t · ' 't h 1 t ~ u1 ing or e ~o _eg- 1 ogive 1J a ome, e pace o ~o 

busine£.3s .in by May 1st. Upon the i.:itrength of that action 1Jy 

the Legisla tuy•e rassed Apr i 1 22 1 1909, fifteen Btude11ts ha.d 

pledged themselves to ta£e the course in the Homeopathic 

College next year. 
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MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

'The homeora thi c collee;e of Mi <1higa1'1 has h11,ri a similar 

exper1eY1ce. Ir1 1895 its student body 1ivas 'below 10, bi1t so 

soon as the state rr.ade provi.P-iori for the care of Homeopathic 

students the m .. m1'ber in:·rease :I nnd toa .. a.y the Homecrpa t:hl c de ... 

:partment ha~ 96 studP.ntst whi ,'!h is ali,.ut 1/5 of the number of 

the rRtudents i:m:rnJ. led 'in thA m~a ·, ca.J.. de:r;a:rt.ment of' Michigan 

University. Li lee results wen M. be o htaineri in Minnesotn if 

proper r,r·ovh,j.on wer·e ma'.:lt"'l :f'or strv1rmt: n. The gcrn-;rttl educa-

tional roliry of this rtate has ~aen to allow its institutions 

sufficient t-:1ppropr•ia.tions to p.rovid.e 1•1efu1s of e;rowth. In 1902 

the Allop::t,t;hic Collee~ ha,i 362 studen"r,s, now their enrollment 
. 

is 169• yet in srite of this great d~orease the Board of 
-

Begenh~ asked a.r:·1 o btainen for them :f'1"Ma the J.egisla ture two 

years fl.go $400 1 000, and are askirig for as rm:reh more this year. 

We have niar~e no protest ae;ah18-t thP state giving he.r sons the 

best educational advant,~.ges possible, but we dQ insist that 

what is right f'or the Allopathi.c Colleze is right for the 

College o.f Homeo:pathic Medicine an(i Surgery. 

BOARD OF DISPENSARY 

In 1893•" a free University r:ispensary, supported by· 

etate fu.nds, wat. maintained in the basexnent of the med.teal 

building on the campus under iwpoesi.ble conditions. The 

Hoireopaths called the, attention of the Boars of' Rege11ts to 

this and the Board graciously allowei them to est~blish"and 

maintain at their own individual exuense, a Dispensary for the -- . ---------
benef1 t of the Uni versi t3r at the present 1.oca t ion.. This was 

so maintained far a nur'.;ber of ye are w'i th gratifying success. 

The Al lo:pr-;t thi.c c1is: enGa.ry ::,n the cEw,pus fai le 1 a:rvi because of' 

its failure, not beca11se 0f itB growth, this same Board of 

Regents requested the lee;islature to appro;ri.ate funds for 

a building near our 1 ocat ion and ga.v1;J us s1;.:ff'icie11t room :ln the 

building to continue the Di s11ensary we had alreA,d,y established. 
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•The J;,rosperous ae.ricul tural d'E'.roartmer1t was conducted for 

year•R wi. th,ut success unt i. 1 hui. ld i ngs and pro~er conditions 

cf growth were given therr. There i~ every reason to believe 

tha't with the aE;ststance given ly the legislati.i.re the growth 

1:.,f the ooll~ge · of Homeopatht◊ Medicine and. Sureery would. be 

aasured. 

M1:J.y 6·th, 1909 the Bo1:i.rd of' :Regents met and wl thout 

consn.lttng the oolle[r,e authod.tie~, without giving them a hearing, 

abolished tht8 College and eetablishei two eleotive didactic 

chairs in Homeopathy. 

It is hard to s:xplain the· reason f'or this action .of the 

Board, but some facts pt=:rtinf':nt to it may WP-11 te stated. The 

Allnpathic f'ratArni. ty had beer:. ma.king a.:n. A.cti v~ and virulent " 

campai.gn again~,t the College and the nse of the appropriatj_on, 

though why this matter i:;hou.ll so. concern these f!.F.lf-styled, 

broad-minded gentlemen it ie hard to understand. 

At t,he Annual S,:,ssion of the Minnesota State Homeor:,athic 

lnsti,tute held hi May, 1909, a un.:=1,nimci1~s protest was made 

against the action of the Board of Regent$ in abolishing the 

HomBopathic 1:e:par-tment of th,.., ShttA, University, a,nd resolu.:. 

tion_s rlemandine thi:tt this action 'be rescinlea_ and that the 

ap:pro:i;irigtion of $50,000 be used as di.rect~d. 1:y the State 

Legislat.\u·e I were r:ref.:!ented to this hun,~rable body. Our Legis

lati.ve Comrd ttee sought and ottainea_ an interyj ew with the 

Board of RAgents at its meeting on June 9th, a.:nd there pre .... 

partment on a broad, non-:::ecta.ri:U1 "b1:i,sis. As it. was evident 

t,:i all that the reE'lolution cf May 6th, to estabJ .i.sh two optional 

di.dact t c chairs of Hcmeopath ic Ma tAria J\,Te:l :i ca and Therapeutics. 

faiJ ed. utterly to realize th i.s i <"leal, Presi:ient Nor·thr-op moved 

that a ccm'l·d t tee of two fr, ,m the Board of Ree;ents t,e 

appo 1.nted to confer with a c01Hr11. tt(;!e o (' three from the 
=3-



Collec:e of Homeoi;athic Me1ic1ne and S•lrgery a.nrl a like oommitte.e 

from the College of Medicine snd Surgery, for the purpose of 

discuss :i ng arid. if po sf' t ble uniting upon a plan suf':f:Lciently 

1:,road in its s,:-,,pe to sat.i sfactorily i.nclnda efficient in

st.ruct 1 on in all methods of recoe:;nized therapy, and Reeents 

Lind and Northrop were ~rpointed to represent the Board. 

A.ft er repeated requests f~ c this meet t11.g ,;1.nd. f'i.nally upon the 

insi.ste_:nt demand of the ch;:i.irman of 0 11 r lefr1sJ.atjve commi.ttee, 

Pr0sid1~nt Li.nd ea1lei n. meeti.nt;:; lor Angu~t 9th. This was a 

delay •)f two n,o,'i~-h, which brouzht the eonference shortly ce·rore 

the open i.ne of the fall te1,rn. 

At this meeting the I•Urposf for which Lhe con:ferenc.e was 

held was ignorei, a,r..d even knowledge ,if' it denj e,1 by Regents 

Linc!. and Northt·<·P I anti instead j t wa.s sought to secure 

nomil'.iations for the po~i ti ens cr-eFJ..te1 by the rPsolut1on of May 

6th, al though such pofi' tions were admittedly j.nRdequate i.n 

their scbpe and. known to 1::e unsatisfactory t.o the Homeopathic 

profession of the state. 

COMMITTEE A,~K FOR CLINICAL INSTRUCTORS --------· 
'r'he Committee from the Ck. l 1Bge of Homeopbatic Medicine 

and Surg~ry il1"1 isted that Clinical instruction was arisOlu.tely 

necessary to properly equip a student tn practi~e medicine. 

This was con~ede.::l by all "7he dc.,ct.ws J?resent. Yet President 

Northror, who, with .Tohn l,:i.nd 1 repri:rnente1l the Bof.1rd of Regents, 

asked Dr. J. E. 1.foore: ''Will you grant. these inen what they ask?" 

Dr. Moore replied ,rer.v prom.[)tly, "Nn; we wouJd be worse ciff than 

we are now." Thi.s terminated the conf·erence. 

The Boe.rd of Regents at the comma.nfl of the College of' 

Medicine and Sm·gery d.j sco:ntinued the Oolleg1:: of Homeopathic 

Medicine an6. Surgery agatnst the expressed wish of the state. 

legislature, and the earnest protest of one-tenth of the tax

payer$ of the state of Minnesota. 
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The excuse offerei throueh the pres$ and the argument 

used for disoontjn.uing the departmtrnt was exrense. Thi.s is 

evidently false I for the expense of' rur,ni.ng the department 
:2.? 00 ~ 

was all told abont :jp~ R year, and the Board o:f Regents 

are payin€ $4000.00 a year to two men to teach two chairs, 

'Viz .. 1 Homeo:i;athic Materia Med.ica and Practice. 

What then was th~ true reason for discontinuing the 

Homeopathic detartment? We aon•t think we can express it 

better than Dr. :r. E. M,'.)Ore ri id Ht this cnnf'erence which 

want to get rid of you, we don't want you on the campus.» 

'l'his is th,$' tr1rn reason for discontirming the department, 

thfl avowed. f:rien1shi1) 1 the expresRed regard, the University 

Medical department has fen' H:imeopaths is the same that .Judas 

entertained for the Master. 

GRADUATES: In the 19 years the depal"ttnent was 1n e:x:--

istenne we gi:ad.uated our nor,r.al percent of all students 

graduati~d from the iue1ical de:r,artnient of the University, 

basei upo11 the ·\'1umbe:r of r,hysi ciar:.s of both schools r,raeticing· 

in 1,.,he state. We nevec gre/iUAterl b•it o:ne man in the 19 years 

who :failed to p&.e.s the state r:o,,.t·d of eY.am.iners. We have 

never ha.d, a e;r-adua.te fail to pass the ccmi:petiti ve examination 

tor iriterneshi:p uf any hnsp:!. tal .L n this ~ountnr, either 

munlci;al or pri1ra.te. One of 01,r graduates f.er\Ted. as interne 

in one of the largest hosritals _1 n London, England.. The charge 

cif incororeten11y, however. wae .never made against our graduates. 

What clo the Homeorathic reorle of Minnesota receive for 

their expenditure of $4000 pf'r yee,i· of' the.i:r money by the 

Board of Refi:ents? ~~~1.np.: excep~~ul_!_and in,ju_E7, both of 

WhJ.ch can be obtained w.i.thout taxation. 

No students are rec1ui.r·ed to e,tten.d these 1 ectures. 'l'he 

teaching is so meager and training so ina·'lequa te that ho 

students do attend then:. Any ~tudent deBiring a, Hon,eom:1.thic 

Medical trair. ing must go out of the state to secure his education. 

/21AJ)ua7rd0u,(_j -5• 
Chairman 

Legislative Committeeo 



We desire to call to you:r eapecial attention the reasons 

WRY THE liOMEOPATRIO PEOPLE OF MX:NNESO!L'A DEMAND A 
~ ,..,_.. - _· - •• , ·- --#11!~~ -- ~1,1 ... ~......., ---- -

COLLEGE AT TRE UN!Vli!RS!T?; 
___..........._..., --- ,.,.,.....~ ~-------

1st- Because one-third o:r a million of the ei tize1ts de-. 

sire and employ Romeopathic physicians and since the State is edu

cating medical mel'l there, one--third of a million tax payers have 

the right to demand the educatiort by the state of their kind of 

medioal men. 

2nd- 13ecau.ge B:omeo:pathy is already recognized by the 

State :i.n ·the Insane Asylum a.-t Fergus Fall.a, Boa.rd o~ .Hee,lth, one-. 

third. representation on. State Examini11g J3oarct, Staff of State 

. Militia and locally 01'1 boards o:f' hee,l th and var5.ous other llospi tala 

and institutions in the State. 

3rd- The demand for Homeopathic :r;,hysicians in t,he State 

is much greater than the sup:ply. There are communities in every 

section of the state seeln1g such J:)hysicians, which communities a.re 

:pa.yi11g taxes to educate :physiciana for whose services they have 

no need. 

There are at least one b.und.red locations tn Minne

sota today asking that a Romeo:pathic -physician be sent them. 

The reasons given ostensibly by the :Board of' Regents, 

(but in f's.ct 'by the University Meclicr:1,J. Jacul ty) :f'or discontinuing 

the Homeopathic r.oJ.lege l\fa,y 6th, 1909, are not sout1d or correct. 

1st, - While our actue,1 1.::nrollrner1:t i;.r;:ts but three, ( two juniors and 

one senior) 1.ivo were known to h'.~,:ve an1011g the t:md.erclass men, men who 

came to tl'ie University to study Homeopathy, l:)Ut who we.re :purposely 

kept from enrolling by the official report of'. the :Soarcl. ( 1909) 1 and 

the l)ersistent rumor of our discontinuance. These men ha.d to com

plete their education elsewhere. 
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The records ot the U:nivers.tty show it'l. the two college· 

ye~rs since the discontinuanco of the fkim:::iopathic college: that the 

inc.rease of the med.ical depa.rtmrmt h9..S been out :f,nu~; viz.•;., 16-5 to 

169, for wh,:)se maintenance the ste,te app1~0:oriated $100~000 .two ,y·ears 

ago, 8,nd are asked. :for much n1or-e thi $ year • 2nd' .. ,'The ann:ua,1, ef-
- . ~ 

pense o:r the Homeopathic college dv:rins :its existence n,evei• exceeded. 

~~2?00.00, ~md yet l.'lince its d..d.scontirruance, the Boa.rel of Regent1s 

have spel;';t ~}'1,, 000. oo l'.?.ch year in two lecture-ships.. i'hi.s instruc

tion was adm:i. tted by e, ~enior mEHuber of the old i"S.chool li'f.i.cult;y in 

commi ·ttee conference to be wholly inadequate. 

Th~-' old school boaz,ted progress in modern n1edicine 1 

we 1,el:teve, is well exern:plified by the str::'.:tement mao,e two years ago 

~ny .D1·. M~C(l:rmackt the National o:r-ganizor o:f the American Merlical 

Assoclation. before a :popular gatheritig 1n a Minneapolis church, 

ths/c he could count on the :fingers of 0110 11.and t.he drugs the med

ical value of' ·which they had any positive knowledge. 

I'f it has te.ken ni:netefo'n centuries to demonstrate 

ths v0,lue o:f five dr·ugs, -the worlcl will become ste:ril ized by fire 

ages before a ~ocket editiori of' scientific remedies can be given to 

the pro:f essiml.. 

ginning of' history has been the e.rgv.me11t used 'by ind:i viduals, 

pe,rtias or sects, to justify some ur..fai:r, dishonest request o-1'; 

dem~nd. We emphatically deny; that Homeopathy is sectarian in any 

sense of' the word, and en the other 11ancL, insist that it is scien-

tif'ic, capa,ble of scientific proof to 13,n.jl' unl)iased. mind. 

The ar1">i tra,ry action of the Board of Regents in dis-

coritin1..1.j,:r1z the Homeope,tl1:i c College is par·t of a natio:n-wide con-

certed attempi;e-6J to estal:11ish State Medicine, e,n undemocr&.tic and 
___ -.......- ---•• r-.-

unsaf'e movement. 

We appeal to your Honoi-·able Body to grant the Homeo

pathic ta:x payer of Minnesota a "square a.eal 11
• 

Very truly yours, 

C$hatrman 

.ka ~i rttti., t:l 'i a 
Ja.~ ' -- - -
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