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On August 23, 1060 Internablonal business Mochines
Corporation Ffiled with the Hinnesoba Vobing Hachine
Comulssion ite gpplication for examination of the Harris
IEl Votomatic Systonm.

Subsegquently, the IMinnesots Voting Machine Commission
licensea the ifarris Ik Votomratic Systen for experimental
use in the cities of Llocmington, ¥innesota and Soon Rapl
ﬁinﬂesmta.

The license extended to tihe muniecliral

i voon Hepios

electlon on September 13, 190

election on hovember O, 19060,

Bive 1nd;v¢aual members of the Coumission and their

resentatives cbserved the operation of the system at the

o

polling plaeces within tue twa above named munleipalltles

nd at tie counting cenbers located thereln. In aadition,

*

exngustive wrltten materlael and presentatlons were submitted
by the wmunleipalities lnvolvea and repraaénﬁatiVQs of the
applicant.

On the basis of the examination conducted by the
Commission, the conclusions of whicin are containe
memopandum filed and Incorporated nerewitn as part of the.
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Gl FIRNEOOTA VOTILNG MACHIGL
CURAIIETION thatl tne systen ag preseantced fails to comply with
tie requlrements of the low anu, in tne vplnion of the
Commission, falls to meel 1ts minimum regquivemernts with
regard to its abllity bo accurately anu efficiently reglster

the will of thie slectors.




NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the foregoing the applica-

tion of International Business Machines Corporation for a

permanent license for the Harris IBY Votomatic System is in

all respects denied.

TRANK VENTO

LLhiot O

MINNESOTA VOTING MACHINE COMMISSION

ROBERT W. MATTSON
Attorney CGeneral and Chairman
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The Commission has thoroughly ezamined the propoged
system, both in the polling place and at the counting center.
It finds that the system fails to meet the specific statutory
eriteria in the followlng respects:

L. It falls to permit every elector to wvote for
candluatcs and propositions for whom or upon whieh e
lepally entitled to vote.

A. At tuoe primavry vlection thie Commlisslion observed
that fullj hi of the total ballots cast on the partisan ballot
were rejected by the automatic tavulating eguipment.

Iuk and representatives of the munlclpallties

involved nave advised us that the Yu Ligure represents the

total of all those vobers whose ballots were rejected because

thney crossed party lines and those voters who cast no votes
on the purﬁlﬁﬁn ballot.

The Commlsslon has been advised by the City of
Bloomington that th&}vast majority of the By flgure above mentioned
were yoters who erroneously crocsed party lines on the partisan
ballot and thereby had tuely votes rejected. The applic&nt
afforded little or no protection to the elector against
inadvertently voilding bkis ballot in this respect.

. A vast number of ballots were imperfectly punched
by tne elector. Lach voting booth 1s equlpped with a metal
stylus. The Lol punch card which is used as a ballot 1s punched

in agpproperlate places by the elector in order to have his vote
recorded. Any menner of imperfect punching, e.sz., the leaving
of & tiny scrap ol paper, or “"burr,” on the ballot card, will
ecause the computer {(whieh counts the ballots) to reject the

caprd completely. When the machine rejects in this manner,




vhie counting process stops, and the faulty vallot card must
be locatea and removeu bafore the eds.
separsted and examined Ly
intent con be determined, they
by the judges gnd the IEN representatives.
Iuvtent cennot bLe doternined, the ballob is
net counted. In Dloominston the Comuission noted
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sloomington

Yotal bollots

were reproduced

Dloomington primary, st least 31 we z L of counting

machine tearing &nd nutlilating & 1PGE 0 addition, the
Commission noted & preat nuxber of cards Torn and mutilated

by the machine in the tovember general election. “Yhe Con-

misslon recognlzes v bhie ngbon Jjutizes made cveny
intent: thic was, of necessiiy,
gpeculative in many lustancaes Whe Commission feels that

tne inherent dancer in Lhie invent

of & voter by exsamining & mutllal

Lo fall balow {the Conmalss

of ballots
Lie prluary
Vise ropuneinlng

an inordlnave amount of tirne. In sloonington, durin




the primary election on Septewmver 13, 1506, the count of
9,500 ballots was not completea until 4:00 P, I, September 14,

1ye6. In the ploomingbon general elecbion, November §, 1900,
the vote count commencea at G:85 Po M., vub was not con-

cluded until 5:30 4. #. November 9, 19¢6. The Commisslon

nust note that the efflciency of bhe Judges caunot help but

ot

be lmpalred by a waratlion such as Lhis.

LA

C.  ‘Whe adulbional steps

invelved in computing vote

totals vy the use of couputers preally lncrease the chance

5

o error,  burin:g the eiperiment, compuber egulpment was

borrowed frowm Industrles within the mwunilelpality togpether

with technical personnel necessary to cperate the computer.

Tne very use of a coaplicabed computer aud lay-judges in

.

this situatlon greetly lmpairs the abllity of the judges to

-

guard agalnst fraud and error.

]

IT. It Tails to vejecet by means of the automatic tabu-

lating equipment all votes for any offlice or measure when the

-

therefor exceeds the number which the

Ly

number of votes cas
voter is entitlied to cast.

privilege of writing in & candlidate's name, the card-punched
ballot must be examined by nand to determine whether or not
’an overvote has occurred. The Comslssion notes that the ex-
amination of an Iu¥ card is more Gifflicult than examninling a
paper ballot. This, in the Counlssion's opinion, greatly
ennances the opportunity for evior.

O the baslis of the aforementloned, 1t 1s the opinion
of the Commission bhat the gpplication snould be deniled. The
Commlssion feels, uowever, thLat the underlyluag theory behind
Votomatic 1s sound and, altiioush 1t cannot be approved at
this time, required lmprovencnts in the syatem could reason-
ably be undertaken by the agpplicant. With this in mind, the

>

Commisslon invites ILM $o reapprly.
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