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IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION AND RESOLUTION FOR THE MERGER 
OF THE VJ;LLAGE OF CHANHASSEN~ CARVER COUNTY, MINNESOTA WITH 
THE TOWN OF CHANHASSEN~ CARVER COUNTY~ MINNESOTA 

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 414.02 the Municipal 

Commission did on December 15; 1966~ consider the apportion

ment of the property and obligations of the Town of Chanhasselil 

The Municipal Commission on all the records being fully 

advised in the premises finds: 

(1) That neither the Village of Victoria nor the City 

of Chaska has requested that the Municipal Commission order 

the distribution of any portion of the assets of the Town of 

Ch4nhassen to the Village of Chanhasseno 

(2) That the property of the Town of Chanhassen is only 

Blightly in excess of the obligations of the Town of Chanhassen. 

{3} That it is just .and equitable in view of tne value 

of the township property~ the assessed value of all of the 

tazable property in the township both within and without 

the areas to be annexed to the City of Chaska and Village of' 

Victorias the indebtedness of the town and the taxes due and 

delinquent, that all of the town property remain with the Town 

of Chanhassen, and become a part of the assets of the new 

Village of Chanhassen upon the effective date of the Merger 

of the Town and Village of Chanhassen. 

Therefore. the- Minnesota Municipal Commission does 

hereby order that all of the property and obligations of the 

Town of Chanhassen shall remain with the Village of Chanhasseno 

Dated this 15th day of February, 1967 
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BEFORE THE MUNICIPAL COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA 
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Cha.irrnan 
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Ex-Officio Member 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION AND RESOLUTION FOR THE MERGER 
OF THE VILLAGE OF CHANHASSEN~ CARVER COUNTY 3 MINNESOTA WITH 
THE TOWN OF CHANHASSEN :i CARVER COUNTY :i MINNESOTA 

The petition for the merger of the Village of Chanhassen 

of the Counties of Carver and Hennepin and the Town of Chanhassen 

Carver County, Minnesota was filed with the Minnesota Municipal 

Commission on the 1st day of Aprils 19669 and the resolution 

of the Village Council o.f the Village of Chanhassen for the 

merger of the Village of Chanhassen and the Town of Ohanhassens 

Carver and Hennepin Countiesr Minnesota was filed on the 1st 

day of April~ 1966 .. This petition and resolution came on for 

hearing before the Minnesota Municipal Commission on July?, 

1966~ and August 17, 1966~ in the Carver County Court House.11 

Chaskas Carver County~ Minnesota and after publication and 

po sting of the proper notices pursuant to the authority and 

responsibility under Minnesota Statutes 414o02~ Subd. 5o 

The Commission takes note of the fact that at this time 

there is a petition pending for the incorporation of the Town 

of Chanhassenc However 3 the petitioners for the incorporation 

and the Town Board have stated that they believe the merger of 

the Town of Chanhassen and Village of Chanhassen is preferable 

to the incorporation of the Town of Chanhassen alonea The 

Commission is issuing its present order £or the merger of the 

Town and Village of Chanhassen at this time because it also 

believes the merger is preferable to incorporation 0£ the Town 

of Chanhasseno The conunission will seek an extension of time 

for the filing of its decision in connectionwith the incorpora-· 

tion petition until after the merger has become effectivea When 

the merger becomes effective the incorporation petition will 

then be denied11 If for some reason the merger fails to become 
3 tzt·Jq_, 



effective, the commission will then review the proceedings in 

connection with the incorporation petition and make a decision 

based upon those proceedingso 

APPEARANCES WERE MADE BY: . . 

Vance Bo Grannis$ Jro$ Grannis & Grannist Fo Jo Schult Building, 
South St. Paul~ Minnesota, Attorney for Chanhassen Township 
and the Petitioners for the Incorporation of the Village of 
Minnewashta and the Petitioners for the Merger of the Town and 
Village of Chanhasseno 

John·A. Fa.hey~ Klein Broso Building~ Chaska~ Minnesotas Attorney 
for the Village of Victoriao 

Julius c .. Smith$ Klein Bros .. Building: Chaska~ Minnesotai; Attorney 
for the City of Chaskao 

Russell Larson, First National Bank Building, Minneapolis~ 
Attorney for the Village of Chanhassen. 

Richard Johnsonli First National Bank Building~ Minneapolisli 
Attorney for Assumption Seminarya 

Wallace Co Odell~ Excelsior~ Attorney for John Heitz~ Clarence 
Williamss Leo Williamss Florian Hammers and Frank Klingelhutzo 

Evidence was taken. and testimony was heard £rom all those 

appearing and indicating a desire to be heard. Certain exhibits 

were received in evidenceo The Commission having carefully 

considered all of' the evidence included in all of the testimony 

and exhibits~ being fully advised in the premises, upon all 

the files~ records~ and proceedings herein, her:by makes the 

following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I. 

The petition of the freeholders of the Town of Chanhassen 

and Resolution 0£ the Village of Chanhassen for the consolida

tion of the Town and Village of Chanhassen was filed pursuant 

to and in compliance with Minnesota Statutes 414; and said 

Petition and Resolution were in all respects proper in form~ 

contents and executiono 

IL. 

Notice of the hearing on the Petition and Resolution for 

the consolidation of the Town of Chanhassen and Village of' 

Ch~nhassen was duly given as required by statute. The Commission 
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convened by a. lawful quorum at the scheduled hearing. All 

parties of record for and against said Petition and Resolution 

were present at, nnd participated in, the hearingso 

III .. 

The area to be incorporated and consolidated as a new 

municipality is the entire Town of Chanhassen, Carver County, 

Minnesota and the enti~e Village of Chanhassens Carver and 

Hennepin Counties/) Minnesota. 

IVo 

The area of the Town of Chanhassen and Village of Chanhassen 

is approximately 18, 124 acresa 

Vo 

The population of the Town of Chanhassen and the Village 

of Chanhassen n.s estimated by the most recent estimate of the 

Metropolitan Planning Commission is: Town 3,765 and Village -

563, total 4,3·2s. 

VI,, 

Approximately 6 per cent of the combined area of the Town 

and Village of Chanhassen is platted and 94% is unplattedo 

VII., 

The Village of Chanhassen is almost entirely developed 

h~ving residential~ commercial and industrial type buildingso 

The Town of Chanhassen is approximately 90% undeveloped and 

10% developedo Of the developed area approximately 32% is 

residential, 10% is commercials 7% is industrial, 8% is public 

and semi-public buildingss 13% is public open spaces 26% is 

railroads and streetsa 

VIII. 

Population and construction in the Village o:f Chanhassen 

h~ve grown in the past to the point where the Village is 

substantially developed with little area available for future 

developmento Population and construction in the Town of 

Chanhassen have grown in the past and are expected to continue 

to grow at an increased rate in the futureo 



The assessed value of all of the platted property in the 

Town of Chanhassen exceeds the assessed valuation of the un

platted land and the assessed value of the Village of Chanhassen 
- . 

in 1960 was $355,015. 

x .. 

The Village of Chanhassen has its own sewage treatment 

facilities and central water systemo The systems can be 

expanded to service a considerable portion of the area in the 

Town of Chanhasseno The Village of Chanhassen has a voluntary 

fire department which services the village and will be able 

to serve the major portion of the Town of Chanhasseno Portions 

of the Town of Chanhassen are also serviced by neighboring 

Voluntary Fire Departments Q The Village of Chanhassen has a 

Police Department. The Town of Chanhassen has police protection 

furnished by the Carver County Sheriffts Office and two elected 

constn.bleso The Village Police Department can be expanded to 

provide additional police protection for the Town of Chanhassen 

area. 

XIa 

Both the Town and Village of Chanhassen have zoning ordin

ances .. The Town and Village of Chanhassen have adopted sub

division regulationss appointed Planning Commissions~ hired 

professional engineering firms~ and have cooperated and worked 

together in regard to planning for the futureo 

XIIo 

An active citizens group has studied the financial and 

other aspects of the merger of the Town and Village of Chanhassen 

~nd reported on the same. 

XIII. 

The Town of Chanhassen and Village of Chanhassen can be 

reas~nably expected to participate in suburban growth in the 

metropolitan area, and are now 1 or are prrtential residential~ 

commercials and industrial propertyo 



XIVo 

There is now and will be in the immediate future a need 

:for increased governmental service in the area to be incorpora

ted and the Village form of government will better be able to 

protect the public health, safety and welfare of the residents 

within the Town of Chanhassen. It is in the best interest of 

the public that the Town and Village be merged ~o form a new 

municipality so that municipal services to the residents in the 

Town and Village can be more effioiently and economically pro

vided to the residents~ 

XVo 

The area proposed to be incorporated can best be served 

by one village in the matter of community planning, installa

tion of thoroughfares$. street systems~ sewer and water systems$ 

fire and police protection and othe~ vital and necessary 

community serviceso 

XVI .. 

The entire area to be incorporated and consolidated is 

or is about to become urban or suburban in charactero 

XVIIo 

The township form of government in Chanhassen Township 

is inadequate to cope with the problems of urban or suburban 

growth within the TownQ 

XVIII. 

The Town and Village of Chanhassen when merged can be 

~erved by a general drainage system and the result of the 

consolidation will be to provide the most reasonable and 

efficient governmental services relating to drainage and 

sewage disposal within said areaa 

XIXo 

The name of the proposed Village is Chanhasseno 

XXo 

The Citizen1 s Committee$ Petitioners, Village Council 

and Town Board have requested that the plan of government be 

Optional Plan Ao 
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XXIo 

During the proceedings in connection with the consolidatin 

petition and ~esolution requests and petitions were received 

£or the annexation of portions of the Town of Chanhassen to 

neighboring municipalitieso Evidence was received in connec-

tion with these proposed annexations and after the considera-

tion of the testimony, all of the parties who made appearances 

as listed above agreed and the Commission now finds that it is 

i~ the best interest of the entire area that the northwaistern 

portion of the Town of Chanhassen as more particulari.y described 

in the Order of the Commission dated the 14th of Novemberj 1966~ 

should be annexed to the Village of Victoria and the southwestern 

portion of the Town of Chanhassen as more particularly described 

in the Order of the Commission dated the 15th day of pec~mber 91966 

should be annexed to the City of Chaska o A request was also 

made for the annexation of the southeastern portion of the 

Town of Chanhassen as more particularly described in Exhibit 0 A0 

attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference~ to the 

City of Chask.'..l and evidence was received in regard to said 

requesto All parties agreed and the Commission now finds that 

it is in the best interest of the City of Chaska.11 the territory 

described in Exhibit HAn ~ the Town of Chanhassen .and the Village 

of Chanhassen that no part of' the land described in Exhibit nl\.n 

be annexed to the City of Chaska and that all of the area des

cribed in Exhibit viAn be included as a part of the new consoli

dated Village of Chanh3.sseno 

CONCLUSIONS OF 11\.W 

lo The Minnesota Municip~l Commission duly acquired and 

now h~s jurisdiction of the within proceedings. 

2o The area to be incorporated is the Town of Chanhassens 

Carver County, Minnesota and the Village of Chanhassen.11 Carver 

and Hennepin Counties~ Minnesota. 

3. The area to be incorporated and consolidated is now.11 

or is about to become~ urban or suburban in character. 
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XXI., 

During the proceedings in connection with the consolidat:icn 

petition and x-esolution x-equests and petitions were received 

for the annexation of portions of the Town of Chanhassen to 

neighboring municipalitieso Evidence was received in connec~ 

tion with these proposed annexations and after the considera .. 

tion of the testimony, all of the parties who made appearances 

as listed above agreed and the Commission now f:i.nds that it is , .. .---
in the best interest a£ the entire area that the northeastern 

portion of the Town of Chanhassen as more particularly described 

in the Order of the Commission dated the 14th of November~ 1966, 

should be annexed to the Village of Victoria and the southwestern 

portion of the Town of Chanhassen as more particularly described 

in the Order of the Commission dated the 15th day of Eec~mber~1966 

should be annexed to the City of Chaskao A request was also 

ma.de for the annexation of the southeastern portion of the 

Town of Chanhassen as more particularly described in Exhibits.An 

attached hereto and made a part hereof.by reference:i to the 

City of Chaska and evidence was received in regard to said 

requesto All parties agreed and the Commission now finds that 

it is in the best interest of' the City of' Chaska$ the territory 

described in Exhibit nAn 5 the Town of Chanhassen and the Village 

of' Chanhassen that no part of the land described in Exhibit f,An 

be annexed to the City of Chaska and that all of the area des

cribed in Exhibit HA 0 be included as a part of the new consoli

dated Village of Chanhasseno 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

la The Minnesota Municipal Commission duly acquired and 

now h'.ls jurisdiction of the within proceedings. 

2o The area to be incorporated is the Town of Chanhassens 

03.rver County, Minnesota and the Village of Chanhassen$ Carver 

and Hennepin Counties 1 Minnesotao 

3., The area to be incorporated and consolidated is nows 

or is about to become~ u~ban or suburban in character. 
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4o Municipal Government 0£ ·the area to be consolidated 

is required to protect the public healths safety and welfare 

in reference to plat control and land development and construc

tion which can be reasonably expected to occur within a 

reasonable time in the area to be consolidated. 

5. There .is an existing and reasonably anticipated need 

of governmental servicess such as~ but not limited to~ sewage 

disposal and fire protection in the area to be consolidated. 

6. The Township form of government is not adequate to 

cope with the problems of urban or suburban growth of the Town 

of Chanhassen. 

'lo The area to be consolidated can feasibly and practically 

provide for 1 and best serve 9 the need for governmental service 

presentlyt and as they become necessary within said area.. 

Bo The name of the new municipality shall be the Village 

of Chanhasseno 

9o The plan of government shall be Optional Plan 11A11 • 

lOo The first election of officers in the new village 

shall be held on the seventh Tuesday after the date on which 

it shall have come into existencea 

11. Affidavits of candidacy for the election of new 

village officers shall be filed with the Clerks of the Town 

of Chanhassen and Village of Cho.nhassen but shall otherwise 

be as provided by law for village electionso Officers shall 

be elected at said election in accordance with M.S .. A. 412..0210 
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Upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 

Law and upon all the testimony taken and exhibits recorded and 

upon all the findings and records, the Commission being fully 

advised in the premises, pursuant to M.SoA. 414.02, Subdo 5: 

IT IS ORDERED: That the Town of Chanhassen and the Village 

of Chanhassen be incorporated and consolidated to form a single 
• new municipality. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the first election of officers 

in the n~w village shall be held on the seventh Tuesday after 

the date on which it shall have come into existence. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the plan of government for 

the new village shall be Optional Plan nAuo 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the name of the Village 

shall be ,v Chanhassenii o 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the polling place for the 

first election of officers shall be the Village Hall of the 

Villnge of Chanhasseno 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the Secretary of the Minnesota 

Municipal Commission shall cause a copy of this Order to be 

filed as provided by Lawo 

The effective date of this Order 
is December 15$ 1966 · 

MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL COMMISSION 
459 Rice Street 
Sto ~ul$ M~··nn. e .ota 55103 #/ ~-· /j, 

"~~ If , .c--~u~ 
Irviig Ro Keldsen 
S e c r e t a r y 
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E X H I B I T A 

Beginning at the Southeast corner of the Northwest 
Quarter of the Southeast Quarter (NW¼ of SE¼) of 
Section Twenty Seven (27)s Township One Hundred 
Si:x:teen (116), Range Twenty Three (2.3), which point 
is on the easterly corporate limit line of the 
City of Chaska$ Minnesota; thence easterly along the 
North Line of the Southeast Quarter of' the Southeast 
Quarter (SE¾ of SE¾) of said Section Twenty Seven (27) 
to the intersection of said North Line with the northerly 
and easterly right-of-way line of a township road in 
seid quarter; thence southeasterly along the northerly 
and easterly right-of-way line of said township road 
through Sections Twenty Seven {27) i Twenty Six (26}, 
and Thirty Five (35) 3 all in Township One Hundred 
Sixteen (116), Range Twenty Three (2,3), to the inter
section of said northerly and easterly right-of-way 
line with the North right-of-way line of State Trunk 
Highway-No. 212 as now located in said Section Thirty 
Five··(35); thence easterly along the northerly right
of-way line of said State Trunk Highway Noo 212 to the 
East Line of said .. Section Thirty Five (35); thence 
South along the East Line of said Section Thirty Five 
(35) to the Southeast corner thereof; thence West along 
the South Line of said Section Thirty Five (35) and · 
Section Thirty Four {34) to the southerly right-of-way 
line of the Chicago and NorthWestern Railway Company 
at it$·intersection of the South Line of Section ·Thirty
Four (34); thence northeasterly along said Rai£road right
of-way line to its intersection with the North and South 
centerline of the Southeast Quarter {SE¾) of section 
Thirty Four (34); thence North along the North and South 
centerline of the Southeast Quarter (SE¼) and the North
east Quarter (NE¼Y of Section Thirty Four {34) and 
the West line of the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast 
Quarter (SE¼ of SE¼) of Section Twenty Seven (27) to 
the point of beginning~ all in Township One Hundred 
Sixteen (116)_ Range Twenty Three (23), Carver County~ 
Minnesota. ., 


