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DFL CONSTITUTION

PREAMBLE

WE, the members of the Democratic-Farmei-
Labor Party, in state convention assembled, in order
10 organize and perpetuate a Tepresentative, effective
and responsible party organization in the State of
Minnesota, affiliate with, and advance the interests of
the Democratic Party nationally, sustain and advance
the principles of liberal democracy and uphold ¢ivil
rights and constitutional government, do establish
this constitution,

Article —-NAME AND MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. The name of this organization shall
be the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party of Minnesota,

Section 2. Membership in this party shall be
open to all voters of the State of Minnesota who sup-
port the purposes of the Democratic-Farimer-Labor
Party.

Section 3, Any person, to be qualified to vote on
any motion, resolution, nomination or election affect-
ing the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party at any meet-
ing, caucus, conference, or convention in the state,
counties, districts, wards and precincts shall be: (a)
an eligible voter at such time of the geographical
voting unit he represents, (b) a supporter of the pur-
poses of the party and (c) shall not be a member of
any other political party.

Article I—PRECINCT CAUCUSES
Section 1. The basis for the party organization
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structure shall be the precinct caucuses held in the
spring of every even numbered year upon the Call
issued by the State Chairman subject to the determi-
nations of the State Central Committee and the Min-
nesota Election Laws. The Call shall be issued at
least 20 days before the date set for the holding of
such caucuses and shall include motice of county,
district and state conventions, Any person who at-
tends his precinct caucus of this party shall be en-
titled to vote at that caucus if he qualifies under the
membership articles of this constitution,

Section 2. The duties of the precinct caucuses
shall be to elect precinet officers and delegates and
alternates to the county convention. Each precinct
shall be entitled to send one delegate with one vote
for each 50 votes or major fraction thereof cast in
that precinct for the leading DFL or Democratic can-
didate statewide at the last general election or last
presidential election, whichever is greater, provided
each precinct shall be entitled to at least one vate.
Each precinct shall, if possible, elect one alternate for
each delegate,

Article II-COUNTY CONVENTIONS
AND ORGANIZATIONS

Section 1. County Conventions, composed of the
aforementioned precinct delegates shall be held in
each county in even numbered years. It shall be the
duty of the county conventions to elect one delegate
to the state convention with one vote for each
1,000 votes cast in that county for the leading state-
wide Democratic-Farmer-Labor candidate or national
Democratic candidate at the last general election or
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last presidential election, whichever is greater. Pro-
vided, however, that each county shall be allocated at
least 6 votes. Such delegates shall serve for two years,
They shall -also serve as delegates {o their respective
congressional district conventions. Alternates shall be
elected in the same manner and number as delegates
and shall replace delegates on the basis of the num-
ber of votes they received.

County Conventions may provide for the selection
of State and District convention delegates by legisla-
tive districts, wards, or other subdivisions of the
county, and delegates so selected, when elected by
the County Convention, shall be deemed to represent
such legislative district, ward, or subdivision for the
purpose of Article I, Section 3 (a).

Section 2. It shall also be the duty of the county
conventions to transact such other party business as
may come before the convention.

Section 3. The County Conventions shall elect
the usual county party officers: a chairman, a chair-
woman, a vice-chairman, a vice-chairwoman, a sec-
retary and a treasurer, and such other officers as
the convention deems necessary. The elected officers
and not fewer than 5 additional members shall con-
stitute the County Executive Committee.

The County Ceniral Committee shall consist of
the County Executive Committee, all members of
the State Central Committee residing in that county,
and all precinct chairmen; or of the County Execu-
tive Committee, all members of the State Central
Committee residing in that county, and a number of
committee members sufficiently large to insure
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equitable representation elected as provided by the
county convention,

Section 4. Subordinate ward, legislative district,
village, ‘township, womer’s or other organizations
may be recognized and encouraged, provided consent
of the county executive committee is obtained and
provided, further, that such organizations comply
with the provisions of this constitution and the county
constitution, and that any -person- qualifying under
Atrticle I, Sections 2 and 3 shall not be refused mem-
bership in such subordinate organizations,

Article IV—DISTRICT CONYENTIONS
AND ORGANIZATIONS

Section 1. Congressional ' District Conventions
shall be held in each even numbered year at a con-
venient time and blace, under the provisions of the
Call issued by the State Chairman. Such conventions
shall be composed of al] delegates elected to the
State Convention within that district. It shall be the
function of the conventions to endorse candidates
for Congress, elect district officers, including a chair-
man, chairwoman, a vice-chairman, and a vice-chair-
woman, a secretary, a treasurer, and other members
of the District Executive Committee, and transact
such other business ag may come before the con-
vention. The District Central Committee shall con-
sist of the District Executive Committee and all
members of the State Central ‘Committee residing
within the District.

Section 2. The District Conventions shall recom-
mend to the State Chairman two people who shall
be delegates or alternates to serve on each of the

8




preconvention committees. established by the State
Executive Committee,

Section 3. In presidential election years it shall
also be the function of the District Convention to
nominate the delegates and alternates to the Na-
tional Convention allocated to them in accordance
with the rules, regulations and directives of the State
Executive Committee and the Demacratic National
Committee, subject to the ratification of the state
convention. ’

Section 4. Where the boundaries of legislative
districts are less than one county or extend over sey-
eral counties or parfs of several counties, legislative
district conventions shall be held for the purpose of
endorsement of candidates for the legislature, Dele-
gates elected at the ast precinct caucuses within the
legislative district shall constitute the legislative dis-
trict convention. Said conventions shall be at the call
of the State Chairman, and he shall designate a con-
venor. Delegates to legislative district conventions
shall vote for endorsement only for those candidates
said delegate may vote for in the election,

Article V—STATE CONVENTIONS
AND ORGANIZATIONS

Section 1. The State Convention is the supreme
governing body of this party. Subject to the action
of the State Central Committee or the State Execu-
tive Committee, the State Chairman shall call a
regular state delegate convention each even num-
bered year and may call such other delegate con-
ventions as may be desirable.

9




e TS b gny Y SRR
e - T e M S i s i

e

Section 2. It shall be the function of the State
Convention to endorse candidates for office, adopt a
party platform, elect state party officers, adopt reso-
lutions, and determine all other matters of party
concertt.

In presidential election years the State Conven-
tion shall elect delegates to the National Convention
and elect the national committeeman and committee-
woman,

Section 3. Prior to each convention, the State
Chairman, under the direction of the State Executive
Committee, shall issue a Call to the convention set-
ting forth the number of votes to which each county
is entitled in that convention, the applicable provi-
sions .of this constitution concerning county, district,
and state conventions, and legislative district con-
ventions, the time and place of the state convention
being called, and all other information and forms
necessary for the conduct of such conventions. Such
Call shall be mailed to all State Central Committee
members plus all state. convention delegates and
alternates,

Section 4. A quorum for the conduct of any
business by the State Convention shall consist of one-
half of the duly elected and accredited delegates to
such convention or two-thirds of the counties repre-
sented at the Convention. Whenever there is any
division in the voting on any matter of the State Con-
vention, the record vote shall be taken by counties,
with each County Chajrman, or in his absence an-
other delegate acting in his behalf, reporting the vote
of his county. In taking the vote within each county,
the number of votes to which such county is entitled
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shall be pro-rated among the delegates present from
that county, and each delegate shall cast his own
vote independently of the other delegates from that
county, and with a secret ballot provided whenever
requested by any delegate. No county shall send to
the State Convention an instructed delegation. Any
action to endorse or Support any candidate for any
public office shall require at least a two-thirds vote
of the State Convention.

Section 5. The State Chairman shall, subject to
the advice and consent of the State Executive Com-
mittee, appoint a Credentials Committee, a Rules
Commiittee, a Platform Committee, and such other
pre-convention committees as may be necessary or
desirable, at least fifteen days prior to the State
Convention. All such appointments shall be made
after consideration of recommendations made by the
District Convention as provided in Article IV, Sec-
tion 2. Such committees shall perform their Tespec-
tive duties before the Convention opens, and shall be
subject to the confirmation of the State Convention,

Section 6. (1) The DFL elected state officials and
DFL United States Senators and Congressmen, and
the members of the DFL caucuses of the State Legis-
lature shall be entitled to be non-voting delegates of
the State Convention, (2) State party officers, as de-
fined in Article VI, Section 2, and the National Com-
mitteeman and the National Committeewoman shall
be Delegates-at-Large of the State Convention,
(3) Eligibility under this section shall be determined
as of the date of the official Convention Call.
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Arxticle VI—STATE PARTY ADMINISTRATION

Section 1. General Management, The general
management of the affairs of the state party shall,
in accord with the provisions of this Constitution, be
- ‘vested in the State Convention and subject thereto
in the State Central Committee, and, subject to the
determinations and directions of the said twa bodies,
in the State Executive Committee.

Section 2.  State party officers shall be as fol-
fows: Chairman, Chairwoman, First, Second, and
Third Vice-Chairmen; First, Second, and Third Vice-
Chairwomen; Secretary; and Treasurer; who shall
serve until their successors are choseén-and who shall
perform their respective duties as usual and custom-
ary in American political organizations.

Section 3. The State Central Committee shall
be the supreme governing body of the party between
party conventions in accord with action taken at such
conventions and the provisions of this Constitution,
Its members shall receive minutes of the meetings of
the State Executive Committee.

Section 4. The State Central Committee shall
consist of:

1. The State Executive Committee

2. All county chairmen and chairwomen

3. Additional representatives for certain coun-
ties as hereinafter stated: Each county shall be en-
titled to an additional representative with one vote
on the State Central Committee for each five thou-
sand votes or major fraction thereof ¢ast in each
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county for the leading statewide candidate of the
party at the last general election, or the last presi-
dential election, whichever is larger, such representa-
tives to be elected by the county convention as the
County Chairman is elected.

4. The Chairman and Chairwoman of the YDFL.

Section 5, The quorum for meetings of the
State Central Committee shall be one-third of the
counties.

Section 6. The State Executive Committee shall
have authority over party affairs between meetings
of the State Central Committee, and in accord with
the actions of the State Central Committee and the
party convention.

Section 7.. The State Executive Committee shall
consist of:

1. The state party officers, who shall be the
officers of the Committee.

2. The National Committeeman and National
Committeewoman.

3. The Chairman and the Chairwoman of each
of the Congressional Districts.

4. During the period in each election year be-
tween the Primary and General Elections, the suc-
cessful nominees of the party at that year’s primary
election for statewide offices and for Senator and
Representative  in  Congress, or their appointed
representatives,

5. Four members-at-large elected by the State
DFL Convention.
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6. Members of the State Central Committee
elected by each of the following groups:

a. . One member from the DFL state constitu-
tional officers. :

b. One member from the Minnesota DFL dele-
gation to the U.§, Congress,

+ Two members from the DFL me

€ caucuys,
. One member from the DFL, members of the
Minnesota Senate, as certified by the signature
of the leader of the DFEL Senate caucuys,

7. The immediate past State Chairman and
Chairwoman,

Section 8, A quorum for the State Exccutive
Commiittee shall be one-half of the members,

Article VII~GENERAL RULES
Section 1. In ¢
of State Chairman,

woman, Third Vice
Chairwomap,

Section 2, The Chairman’s duties sha]] pe those
of a chief Executive officer, The State Chairman may
appoint an Executive Director, or Other personnel,
fo manage the business affajrs of the party, and g
Financia] Director to manage the financis] affairs
of the party, appointments subject to the confirma-
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tion of the State Executiver Committee and may
determine their duties and functions in accordance
with the actions taken by the State Executivé Com-
mittee, the State Central Committee, and the State
Convention, The Chairman may provide for the
employment of any other office personnel necessary.

The Secretary shall be in charge of all the files
and records of the party, and it shall be his duty to
prepare necessary documents and to preserve such
filées and records. It shall also be the duty of the
Secretary to open files and records of the party to
examination by any duly elected member of the
appropriate ‘Central Committee at convenient and
appropriate times at the request of such member.,

The Treéasurer shall have custody of the funds of
the Party, and shall render written accounts to each
meeting of the Central Committee and of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of his receipts and disburse-
ments, He shall also make a full Jocal report at each
Convention, The State Treasurer and any other
Party officer or employee who may be responsible
for the handling of Party funds shall be under suf-
ficient bond, the amount to be determined by the
State Executive Committee, An audit of all financial
records and transactions of the Party shall be made
at least once a year, and at such other times as may
be requested by either the State Central Committee
or the State Executive Committee, by a certified
public accountant, and copies of his report shall be
sent to all members of the State Central Committee,

Section 3. In the absence of either county or
district: chairman or chairwoman at meetings of the
State Central Committee or State Executive Com-
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Section 8. County, district and all subordinate
party organizations at any regularly cailed Conyen-
tion may adopt constitutions and/or permanent rules
provided such constitution and/or permanent rules
are in accord with the purposes and other provisions
of this constitution. Copies of such constitutions and/
or rules and of all platforms and resolutions adopted
by County Conventions shall be filed with the State
Chairman and shall be approved by the State Ex-
ecutive. Committee,

Section 9. The relevant sections of the Min-
nesota Election Laws are made a part of this
Constitution.

Section 10. At all Conventions, visitors and
alternates .must be clearly separated from officially
‘accredited delegates. Alternate delegates may serve
on state, district, or county committees.

Section 11. No voting by proxy or unit rule
shall be permitted at any convention or meeting of
the state, county or district organizations or any other
affiliated DFL organizations.

Article VIII—REMOVALS, VACANCIES
AND DISPUTES

Section 1. All contests as to seats at a State
Convention shall be considered by the Credentials
Committee for recommendation to the State Con-
vention, and shall be decided by the State Conven-
tion. All other disputes and contests resulting from
the holding of County Conventions and District
Conventions shall be decided by the State Executive
Committee,
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Section 2. Removal of any elected state, district,
or county party officer may be made for cause after
due notice and hearing, including the listing of spe-
cific charges, by a two-thirds (35) vote of the mem-
bers of the state; district, or county central committee
in which the office is held.

Section 3. Vacancies in any State Party Office,
except as provided in Article III, Section 2 herein,
shall be filled by the State Central Committee, pro-
vided the person chosen to fill the vacancy receives
a majority vote, Vacancies in State, County and
District offices shall be filled within 30 days by the
Central Committee of the State, County or District
in which the vacancy occurs, provided the person
chosen receives a majority vote.

Article IX—YOUNG DEMOCRATIC-
FARMER-LABOR CLUB

The State Executive Committee is authorized to
provide for the official organization of a Young DFL
Party organization to be affiliated with the Minnesota
DFL Party and to establish rules and procedures for
the coordination of its activities with those of the
party. The Chairmen and Chairwomen shall be voting

members of the State DFL Central Committee.

Article X—~AMENDMENT
This Constitution may be amended by majority
vote at any State Convention,
Arficle XI

This Constitution supersedes any and all other
previous constitutions of the Minnesota Democratic-
Farmer-Labor Party,
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