
BEFORE THE MUNICIPAL COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INCORPORATION OF COTTAGE GROVE 
TOWNSHIP, WASHINGTON COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA . 

Joseph Robbie 
Robert w. Johnson 
Terrance O'Toole 

Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 
Member 

Joseph L. Donovan, Secretary of State of the State of Minnesota, 

having duly filed a Certificate of Approval and Resolution of Approval 

of Minn. Stat., 1965, Chapter 450 by Board of Supervisors of Town of 

Cottage Grove with the Minnesota Municipal Commission, 

NOW THEREFORE, the Minnesota Municipal Commission does order 

the incorporation of the Town of Cottage Grove, Washington County 

as a village according to Minn. Stat. 1965, Chap. 450. 

IT IS ORDERED: That the clerk of Cottage Grove Township 

shall conduct an incorporation election as near as practicable in 

accordance with Minn. Stat. 414.02, Chap 1961 as amended by Laws 

1963, Chaps 621 and 807, except as provided in Minn. Stat. 1965, 

Chap. 450. 

Dated this 4th day of June, 1965 

MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL COMMISSION 
51 St Office Building 

ng R. K dsen 
cretary 

# / 76.,27 
STATE OF MINN~SOTA 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
FILE O 
JUL 211965 

t~oi'~ 
O" Secratarr of State 



JOSEPH ROBBIE 
Minnecipolis 

Chairman 

ROBERT W, JOHNSON 
Anokt1 

Vice Chairman 

TERRANCE O'TOOLE 
St. Patil 

IRVING R, KELDSEN 
Richfleld 

Secretary 
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
MUNICIPAL COMMISSION 

51 State Office Building 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 

0 RD ER 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INCORPORATION 
OF THE VILLAGE OF COTTAGE GROVE, 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA 

221-2428 

Pursuant to Minn( Stat. 1965, Chapter 450 the 

necessary documents have been filed with the Minnesota 

Municipal Commission and the requirements of this law 

have been completed. 

THEREFORE: The Village of Cottage Grove is 

duly incorporated according to the Laws of the State 

of Minnesota. Attached are the original proofs of 

posting of the election notice and order and election 

results. 
Dated this 16th day of July, 1965 

' MINN~JT~CIP~L COMMISSION 

\~/; .. ~,-d ~ 
~rrvi g R~ 4fs~ 
S e c r e t a r y 

~/ 7b,;i. 7 
STATE OF MINNESOTA . 

]$.ARTMtNT O:F STATE 
F t t.. E 0 
'JUL 211965 
~~ ~~ O' sac:tetM¥ of Stafe 
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AN 
RELATING TO THE TOWN OF COTl'AGE GROVE IH 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, ENABLING '!'HE CONVERSION 
.THEREOF TO A VILLAGE. 

H.F. No. 1542 

f.lf Al''f F.fl No. 

:eE: IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATOR!!; 'OF THE ST/,TE OF MINNESOI'A:. 

Section l. SUbd_iv:l..s1on 1, Within seven days after 

reoeivinz copies of the certificate of approval of this 

Chapter ·provided for in Minnesota Statutes, Seot:l.on 645.021, 

the Hinnesota Municipal Commission ~hall issue its ordel' 

approving_ the town of.Cottage ~rove in Washingtpn county for 

incorporation as a \Tilll:!ge. 

Subct. 2, Said order shall fU!.'ther provide for an 

election, and the oonduc.t thereof shall be as near as 

Pi'actioal in accordance With Minnesota statutes, Section 

_414. 02., exc·ept as may be herein otherwise. proviqed. 

Subd, 3, In addition to the question of incorporation, 

the i'ollo~·ting question shall be submitted to the voters at 

such election: "Shall Optional Plan A, mo,difying the · 

standard plan of Village government by .providing fo:tt the 
' . 

a'in~ointment by the council o!' the clerk and treasurer, be 

adopted for the government of the village? 11 

SUbd. 4. If a_ majority vote for incorporations the 

villase of Cottage Grove shall become effective as of the 

date of completing the filings required by Minnesota 

. Statutes, Section 414.02, Subdivision 4. The validity ot the 

creation of the villaee shall not be questioned directly or 

indirectly in any proceeding or action otherwise than by a 

content instituted within ten days after completion of such 

filir.ga, and in the manner prescribed by Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 209, and acts amendatory thereof. Service of the 

notice of contest shall be made on the clerk of the town of 
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H.F. No. 1542 

Cottage Grove. 

Subd. 5. If the question of incorporation shall fail, 

the costs of the election shall be paid by the town of. 

Cot~age Grove. If the question shall carry, the costs shall 

qe ~aid by the µew village. 

Sec. 2. Subdivision 1. The initial election of 

officers of the village shall be held on the seventh Tuesday 

following the effect~ve date of incorporation. 

Subd. 2; The clerk of the town of Cottage Grove shall 

post and publish notice of said election the s.• as for the 

incorporation election. The election judges for said 

election shall be the same as for the incorporation election.· 

' lf any Judg~. fails to qualify, the iemaining judges shall 

appoint a substitute • 

Subd. 3. Affidavits of candida~y for s~ch'.election 

shall be filed with said clerk, but shall otherwise be as 

proviped by law for regular village ele~tions. 

Subd. 4. Officers shall be elected at said election 

for terms as follows: 

OFFICER 

Mayor 

For a Term Ending on the 
First Business day of 
January in: 

1968 

· . Clerk (if Plan A is not adopted) 

Treasurer (if•Plan A is not adopted) 

Three trustees (~f Plan A is not adopted) One 

1967 

1968 

term in 1967 

One term in 1968 

One term in 1969 

• Foµr trus·tees (if Plan A is adopted) One term in 1967 

One term in 1968 

Two term in 1969 
/ 

Two constables One term in 1967 

One term in 1968 

Two .justice$ of the peace One term in 1967 

One term in 1968 

; 
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H.F. No. 1542 

No candidate £or trustee, constable, or Justice ·of the peace. 

ahall run tor a particular term, but the number of·years of 

the term of each candidate who 1s elected shall be determined 

by his relative standing among the candidates tor the office, 

the lon~est term going to the candidate receiving the highest 

. numpe:t• of vot.es. The officer:. who have been elected shall 

qualify within ten days after the election. The Judges shall 

give. t~ each official.elected a certificate of his election> 

and each ofr1cial, after qu~11fying according to law, shall 

i'orthwith as.some his oi'.ficial duties. 

Seo. 3. Subdivision l. Notwithstanding incorporation 
' . 

of the new village, the town board and. other off.1oers of the .. 
town shall continue to exercise· their powers and.duties 

according to applicable town laws until the eiect1on ancl 

/ quali.ficati~n of ail new village officers. 

S?bd. 2. ~he new Village council'may continue or 

discontinue the employment of any person formerly employed by 

'the town, subject only to existing contracts and agreements. 

Subd. 3. The new Village ·council' may continue or 

~1snont1nue any commissions or committees which may then 

exist 1h the town. 

Sec. 4. Subdivision 1. Al1 assets and l1ab111t1es or 

the town, including any rights, cla1ms, or choses in action 

held by or against the to~m, shall become the assets and 

11ab1l~ties of the new village. 

Subd, 2. All ordinances, rules, regulations, and 

resolutions of the· town shall remain in full force and. effect 

until repealed or superseded by new village ordinances, 

rules, regulations, or·resolutions, as the case may be. 

Sec. 5. The populat~op of the new village for all 

purposes shall be as determined 1n 1965 by actual census 

taken,. or 1n th~ alternative as est1lllated by the metropolitan 

3 . 
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planning aommission, in the e,Jent no actµal census is 

conducted, 

Sec. 6. Subdivision l, The village shall by ordinance 

divid~ its area into an urban service district and a rural 

service district, constituting separate taxing distriots for 

the purpose ot all municipal property taxes except those 

levied r~r the payment or bonds and Judgments and interest 

thereon. 

Subd, 2. The rural service district shall include only 

such unplatted. iands as in the judgment of the goverx:iing body 

at the time of the'adoption:of the ordinance are rural in 

. ct:iaracter, and are not deveiqped for commercial,· industrial, 

or urban residential pur~oses, and tor these r~asons are not 

benefit~d to the ~ame degree as other• lands by municipal 

services financed.by general taxation. The rural service 

district may include lands which ar~ not ~ontiguous to one 

another. The ordinance· may designate lands outside the 

village which, ;r annexed, shall be included within the rural 

service district. The urban service district shall include 

,all 1ands within the boundaries or the v111age which a.re not ·-
included in the rural-service district. The ordinance shall 

'deteX'llline the approximate ratio which in the judgment of the 

governing body exists between the benefits resulting :t:rom 

tax-supported municipal service to parcels o:t: land of like 

full and true value1 situated in the rural service district 

and in the urban service district, respectively. By 

amendme~t or the ordinance this benefit ratio may be changed, 

and lands may be added to or removed from the rural service 

district; b.ut no amendment shall be req.utred to remove lands 

· by the procedure provided in subdivision 5, 

Subd, 3. Every suon· ordinance or amendment, before 

adoption thereof, shall be published tn .the ortictal 
l • . 
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H.F. No, 1542 

newspaper or the Villa~e, with notice of the time and Place 

of: a hear108 there.on Which shall be held by the governing 

body not les·s tMn 30 days after the publication. At the 

hearing, Which ma~ be adjo~rned from time to t1me by public 

announcement to those present., the governing body shall give 

reasonable hearing and consideration to all objections to 

.and collllllents on the ordinance or amendment, made by or on 

behalf of ariy resident or taxpayer or the village or of any 

outside area described in the ordinance or amendment whether 

presented orally or by written communicat~on,to the municipal 

clerk. Objections lllaY be addressed to the establishment or 

extension of the rural service district· as a ~~ole. or to 

the' 1nc1Usion or exclusion or ariy specified la'nds, or to the 

benefit ratio proposed to-be established by the ordinance. 

Th~y may·be ~ased on the character of the lands included or 

excluded or on the relative nature ,and extent ct tax-suppoI'ted 

m·unicipal l?ervice and benei1t to lands of rural and urban 
·character. 
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Subd. 4. At or after the hearing the governing body 

shall modify the ol'l:11nance in any ~espect and to aey extent 

wh:l.oh :l.t considers equitable, and shall cause 1t to be 

published :1.n the form in which it 1s .finally adopted, and a 

copy mailed to each pe~son entitled to appear at tha hearing 

who has requested a copy at the hearing or by written notice 

to the olerk. Within 30'days artex:- the publication or the 

ordinance or amendment, any person entitled to appear at the• 

hearing may appeal to the district couz,t by serving a. notice 

upon the clerk of the Village, stating the grounds for such 

appeal, spe.oii'Ying the ·provisions 01' the ordinance or 

amendment which are claimed to be unreasonable, and alleging 

the facts on the ba$is of Which sach ola1m is made. The 

notice shall be filed With the clerk of the d1str1ot couz,t 
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H.F. No. 1542 

within ten days ~fter its service. It may be filed by the 

appellant not only f.or himself but also on behalf or all 

others of the class to which the appellant be~ongs, as 

described in the notice of appeal. The clerk or the· village 

shall furnish to the appellant certified copies of all 

proceedings and records 1n his custody which are reasonably 

required to present. the appeal. The appeal shall be placed 

upon the caJ,endar or the ~ne~t general term commencing more 

-than ten days after the date of serving the notice and shall 

be tried in accordance with the provis1om,- of the district . . 
court rules of. o1v1l procedure. "If the appella:>-ii does not 

-prevail upon the ·appeal, the c9sts incurred shall be taxed by 

the court and Judgment entex-ed therefor. All· objections to 

the OJ;'dinanoe or amendpient shall be deemed waived unless 

presented ort such appeal; except that any person· having any 

estate, right, title, or interest in or lien upon any parcel 

·or land, who claims that any provision of the ordinance is 

unreasonable and that, by ~ason or such provision, any tax 

· upon such parcel exceeds the amount wht.ch would be taxable 

. tl:iereon but 1'o.r such provision, may have the validity of his 

claim determined by the district colll'.t in the manner provided 

in IUnnesota Statutes, Chapter 276, if he alleges and proves 

to the satisfaction of the court that he had no a-0tual notice 

of the hearing held thereon pursuant to this section, and his 

rights were not adequately protected as a member of any class 

·or persons for whom an appeal was taken pursuaht to this 

section. 

Subd~ 5. Whenever any parcel of land, owned by one· 

person or by two or more persons Jointly or 1n common at the 

time ot.1ts inclusion in the rural service district, is 
plat.ted, in whole. or in part, and application is made tor a· 

permit for the ·construction of a. commercial, industrial, or 

6 

" . . . 
~,-~ ... . , .. ;,---p ,.., ... :'..,-..,_,~~~~.~"""""'-':....:.:.c~:\'. .... :.....:.: ........ .:...-.. _......:_,~::...:~ ... ,-iJ"_~::'. 

1 



? ,, 
- !· 

' ~ .. 
; 

H.F: No. 1542 

. ~rban residential development or ~rovement to be situated 

on such .parcel or any part thereof, the board or officer 

app~oving such plat or·building permit-shall report the 

application to the governing bodt,, which shall make ~nd enter 

an order transferring .such parcel from the rural service 

district to the urban service distJ:"iot. 

Su'bd. 6. A ce1;>tii'ied oopy of every ordinance, 

_amendment., llnd orde:r;, adopted. or entered. pursuant to this 

section shall be filed With the county auditor'bei'ore 1t 

becomes ei'f~otive. The amount of taxes levied.each year by 

the village shall be certified to the county audito:t>·in the 

manne:r;, now or hereafter provided by law. Taxes levied tor 

payment . or 1.,onds and Judgments ~nd interest therec;m shall 

continue to be spread upon all taxabJ,e property within the 

boundaries of the vi.Hage in proportion to the assessed 

valuation thereof. The remaining amount ot the taxes levied 

each year shall be allocated by .the .county· auditor to the 

urban service district and the rural service district in 

amounts proportionate.to the current benefit ratio times the 

.current ratio between the full ana true· .values or all taxable 

property within the urban service district and all taxable 

property within the rural service district. Within each 

district 1 the amounts so allocated shall be spread upon all 

taxable property in proportion to the assessed valuation 

thereof. 

Subd. 7. This section does not aftect the 

olass1f1oation of individual parcels of land for purposes of 

taxation under the provisions ot Minnesota $tatutes; section 

273.13, No law limiting the incurring or indebtedness or .the 

levy of taxes by the village by reference-to its population 

or-the valuations of taxable property therein is amended by 

this section in its application to the v11~age. 
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Subd. 8. · This section shall apply to taxes levied 1n 

1966 and payable in 1967, and thereafter. 

Seo. 7." _If any provision of this act or its 

application to any person or circumstances is. held to be 

·invalid, suph invalidity shall not affect other provisions or 

applications .of this act which can be given effect 

·wtthout the invalid prov1s1on or application# and to this end 

the• Provisions of this act are declared to be severable. 

Seo. B. This act shall become effective when 

'a'pproved by resolution adopted by a maJor1ty of the me~bers 

or the board of supervisors of the town. or· Cottage Grove, and 
' . ~ . 

upon compliance with Minnesota Statutes# Section 645.021. 

Speaker of 

Passed the·House of Representatives this 26th day of April 
-in the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and . 
sixty-five: · 

/ 

Passed the Senate this 12th day of May in the y~a 
Lord one thousand nine hundred and sixty-five. 
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No. 1542 H,F· •. 

1965 ~ . 

I~ -7Z- '~::zta, !J dzA .. f the State , 
ernor o . . .. Gov . , 

. 1965 ~ 
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of the State 
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IN THE MATTER OF ELECTION TO INCORPORATE THE VIL~\GE OF COTTAGE GROVE 

IN THE COUN'l'Y OF WASHINGTON, MINNESOTA. 

I am the Clerk of the Town of Cottage Grove, Washington County, 

Minnesota. 

On the 22nd day of June, 1965, I posbed £our election notices, 

a copy of which is attached, in four of the most public places in the 

Town of Cottage Grove, Washington County, Minnesota, pursuant to 

Minnesota .Statutes, Chapter_4_5_o ___ and subsequent order of the Minne-

sota Municipal Commission directing an election on the question of 

incorporating as a village the Town of Cottage Grove, Washington 

County, Minnesota, to wit, one of said ttotices at Thompson Grove 

Shopping Center bulletin board, and one at 177 Ilex Avenue bulletin 

board, and one at Cottage Grove Market, and one at the itoWh Office 

bulletin board at 99 Belden Boulevard. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

this ___ ,_~4_._•h __ day of July, 1965. 

Notary Public 

···tt~u .. ~ · 
~ .. IY t>util!c, Wa11hlOIUlll Co., Mli'II\, 
~ ~mmlsslon fxn!rei; ~~ ~-~ 

Robert P~ LaBrosee 



NOl!:WE OF ELECTION 

Notice is hereby given that in accords.nee t•Jith Lat-!$ of I;l:tnne

sota, l965t Chapter lt50, and an order of the Minnesota Municipal Commission 

dated June 4,. 196.5, an election t1ill '.be held at Tot-m of Cottage GnoV$' at 

the fo1low~ntt voting precincts: 

Precinct I Cottage Grove Fire Rall 
Precinct :tI Pine Hill Elementary School 
Precinct III Grove Element~~Y School 
Precinct IV Hillside Elementary School 
l?rocinct V Crestview Eleme!'l.tary School 

on the 1,th day of July,. 1965, at which time and place all qualified 

voters :resi<line; within. the Town of Cottage Grove, Washington County• 

Miml.eeota, may vote upon the following questions: 

FIRST~ For -0r against the incorporation of said Toi-m of 

Cot·tage Grove o.s the Villa.ga of Cottage Grove, Minnesota, and 

SECOlvD: That the Optional Plan Ail t1odifying the standard 

plan of village government by protriding for the appointment by the council 

of the Clerk and Treasu:rer, be adopted for the government of the Village. 

Ta.¼$ £1.U"ther notice tha.t th$ polls will be open at said elec~ 

ti.on. from ?:OO o'clock A.H. u:ntil 8tO0 o 1clock P.I0I. of said day. 

/s/ Robert P. LaBrosse 
Robert P. LaBrosse 
Clerk o:f Ootfaige Grove Tot·mship 

STATE OF MINNl:SOT4 
1>.EPARTMEN'l' 0.P STAT.E; 

FILED 
JUL 211965 
Jt~~~ 

0- Secretcq cl State 
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IN THE MATTER OB' ELECTION TO INCORPORATE THE VILLAGE OF COTTAGE GROVE 

IN THE COUNTY OF WASHINGTON# MINNESOTA. 

We, the undersigned judges of election, oertify that we have 

canvassed the ballots cast at an election held at the Town of cottage 

Grove, at the following voting precincts: 

Precindt. 1-... cottage Grove Fire Hall 
Precinct 2--Pine Hill Elementary School 
l?recinct 3 ....... Grove Elementary School 
Precinct 4--Hillside Elementary School 
Precinct 5---crestview Elementary School 

In the county of Washington, Minnesota, on the 13th day of July, 1965, 

the time and place specified in the election notice, to vote for or 

against incorporation of the proposed Village of Cottage Grove, Minne

sota, and that at such election, there were 491 votes cast for incor

poration and 138 votes cast against incorp1:>ration. 

We furthe:r;- certify; 

(1) That at; ::t:he same election at the same time and placet 

the following ques.tion was also submitted to the voters of the 

proposed village: 

"Shall Optional Plan A, modifying the standard plan of 

village government by providing for appointment by the council 

of the clerk and treasurer, be adopted for the government of 

the village if the village is incorporated?" 

(2) That the affirmative votes cast on this proposition 

were 448 and the negative votes were 160, and the question of 

adoption of optional Plan A received an affirmative 



State of Minnesota ) 
) ss 

county of Washington) 

the question. 

. 'I./ 

Eliz~eth Jean 
'\ t; 

Lee A. Cripp.e.n.,., Leona Perkins, Judy W'. Lauber, Maude House, 

Juanit!( S. Burnham, Audrey B. Baird, Rose Kenyon, Betty Jane Pouliot, 

Elizabeth Jean Jensen, Margarite A. Searcy, Barbara J. Hudoba, Marlene 

A .. Temple, L. Elizabeth Bebermeyer, Harold Kernkamp, and Mary Rose 

Aarthun, being duly sworn depose and say each for himself that the 

Leona Perkins 

c:~\b~l-",, \ \ \. hhs-!~t! .. j 
Judy w!~Lauber ... 

certificate and return are true. 

continued on page Three 

Page TWO 



~d.-:?h~~ Marlene A. Temple 

t{_~'t.&::-al~ 
L. Eliz 

Harold Kern amp 

J)J~: tf4?k CZtud144<tL=< 
Mary Rose Aarthun 

ti 

Subscribed and sworn to be:fore me this !5th day of -------


