CLERKS CERTIFICAIE

I, Kenneth Ross, the duly appointed, qualified. and acte
ing City Clekk of Bemson, Minnesota, and ihe keeper of

the records thereof, do hereby declare and certify that
the annexed Charter of the City of Benson, Minnesota ap~
proved by the voters of said city on May 18, 1965, by a
vote of 333 for the Charter revision, and 139 against the
revision, has been compared by me and is a true and correct
copy of the original Charter as proposed to the wters of
Benson, Minnesota, by the Benson Chartep Commission and
duly published in the Swift County Monitor, the legal news-
paper of the City of Benson.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand and

affixed the official seal of said City this U4th day of

June, 1965.
4//:4/7/

City Clerk
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Switt County, Minnesota
CHAPTER 1

Name, boundarles, Powers, and
general provisions

Nume and bounndarieg,
Benson, in the County of
State of Minnesota, shall,
king ];effect of this chap~

See, 1.02. Powers of the O'ty. The
£hall have all bowers which it
may mnow or hereafter pe possible
or gz municipal corporation ‘in thig
state. to exercise in harmony with
the -constitutiong o this state and of

the United States, It iy the intention

this " charter every power
City -of Ren-

upon

i the city

the specific mention of partiou.

Wwers i the charter shall not

be construeq as lmiting in any. way

the generaty” of the power ‘herein
Sought to be conferred,

Charter. g publia aet,
hall be a pub'te act and
eaded or proved in any

It shall take effect thirty davs
from and aftep its adoption by the

voters,

CHAPTER 2

Form of government
See, 2,01, Form of government, The
form of ‘government established by
this charter ig the "Council-Managey
Plan”. The couneil srha.ltlh exercise the

government and sha'l be responsible
to the council for the proper admin-
i?g’ation of all affairs relating to the
city.

Sec. 32,02, Board ang cOmm’gsions.
here sha'l be no separate adminis-
trative - board health,
board, parl board, or any othe
ministration of g2 function jointly
with another polltioal subdivision,
The -council shall ftself ¢ and per-
i th tt exercise “‘the
and commis-

vestigate any
the city or to
functions,

See. 2,03,  Wlective Officers. The
couneil shall be composed of a mayor
and 4 (four) .Councilmen who shall
be qualified electors, and who shall
be e'ected at large. Each councilman
shall serve for a term of four years

and/or until hig Buccessor ig elected
2nd qua.ifies, except that at the first
election held after the adoption of
;c,his t%harter, the two candidatey hav-
ng

years, The Mayor ghall serve for
a term of two years and untfl his
Successor is  alected and qualifies,
The council shall be Jjudges of the -
election of mayor and councilmen,

fice or emplo

and ‘until one year after th

tion of his term ag mayor or counci'-
nan no former member shall be ap-
pointed to any paid appointiyve office
or -emp’oymen

Sec. 2.05, Vaeancles in the Couneil,
A vacancy in the council shall he
deemed to exist in case of the faj'-
ure of any person elected thereto to
dualify on or before fhe date of the

of - the new

by reason ‘of tiin death,

« 2moval from ,otfice, re-

moval from tuae ¢ity, continuous ah-
sence from tiie city' for more than
three months, or conviction of a fel.
ony of any such berson whather he-
fore or after hig qualification, or by

the next resuiar muniei-
D1l election, wnen the office ghall pe
filled for the unexpired term.

Sec, 2,06, The Mayor., The Mayor
shall be the presiding officer of the
council, except that the council shal]
choose from itg members, a president
pro tem who ghal]l ho'd office at the
D'easure of the coun~il and shall
kerve ag president in the mayor's ab-
Selice and as mavor in eas
meyor's resienaifon, disabi
sence from the city. The mayaor shall
have a vote ag a member of the
council, He shall exercise all powenrs
and perform all duties conferred ang
impos~d upon him by this charter,
the ordinances of the ecity, anq the
laws of the state. He sha'l be recog-
nized as the offiolal head of the city
for all ceremanial purposes, by the

i
the purposes of nartial law,
study the operations of the city gove
ernment and shal’ report to the coun-
any negleet, dereliction of dutwv,
or waste on the p-rt or any officep
or -department of the Citv. T tima
of public danger or emergency he
may, with the consent of the eounell,
take command of the Dbolice, main-
tam order and enforee the layy,




Sec. 2.07. Salaries. The memherg
of the council shall serve without
compensation except that when meet-
ing as a board of equalization they
ghall each receive $10.00 per meséting.
The city manager and all subordinate
officers and employees of the city
shall receive such sa'aries or ‘wages
as may be fixed by the council

See, 2.08. Investigation of city af-
fairs, The council and the city mana-
ger, or either of them, and any of-
ficer or officers formally authorized
by them, or eitheér of them, shall have
power to make investigations into the
city's affairs, to subpoena witnesses,
adGminister oaths, and_ compel the
preduction of books and papers. The
council shall provide for an audit of
the city's accounts at_least once a
year by the state department in
charge of such work or hy a certi-
fied public accountant or public ac-
countant. The council may at any
time provide for an examination or
aupdit of the accounts of any officer
or depsrtment of the ity govern-
ntent. and it may cause to be made
any survey or research study of any
subject of municipal concern.

Sec. 2,09, Interferences w'th ad-
ministration, The council may by or-
dinance est*blish the merit system
in all or part of the city administra-
tion but neither the council nor any
of its members shall dictate the ap-
pointment of any person to office or
employment by the city manager, or
any manner interfere with  the city
meznager or prevént him from ex r-
~elsing his own judgment_in the ap-
pointment of officers and emp oyees
in the administrative service, Except
for the purpoge of inquiry the .coun-
cil and its memberg shall deal with
and control the administratire ser-
vice sole’y through the city manager,
and neither the council nor any mem-
ber thereof shall give orders to any
of the subord‘nates of the city mana-
ger, elther publicly or privately.

CHAPTER 3
Procedure of council

See. 3.01, Counecil meet ngs. On_the
first business day of January follow-
ing a resular mun‘cipal election, the
counci]l shall meet at the usual plare
and time for the ho'ding of counct’
meetings. At this time the newly
elected members of the council shall
assume their “dutles. Thereafter the
council shall meet at such _times each
month -as may be pres~rihed by or-
dinance or regolution. Thé mayor or
any two members of the counci! may
call - special meetings of the council
upon at Ieast twelve hours notlee to
each member of the council, Surh
notice shall be delivered pergonally
to each member, or shall be left at
his usua' place of residence with
some responsible person. All mepet-
ings of the council sha!l be public,
and any citizen shall hive access to
tha minuteg and records thereof at
all reasonable times,

Sec, 302. Reoretary of counc'l. The
city clerk or city manager shall act

ps anoretary of the covnel', He shall
keep a journal of council proceedings
and such other records and perform
such other dunties as this charter or
the - council may require. The council
ghall chopse such other officers and
employees as may be necessary to
serve at its  meetings. The councll
may designate any other official or
employee of the city to act as secre-
tary of the council.

See, 3.03, Ru'es of procedure and
quorum, The council shall determine
its own rules and order of business,
A majority of all members ¢ ected
sghall constitute a quorum to do
business, but a smaller number may
adjourn - from time to time. The
ccuncil may by ordinance provide a
means by which a minority may com-
fel the attendance of absent mem-
hers,

Sec. '3.04, Ordinances, resolutions,
and mot ons. Except as in this char-
ter otherwise provided, al’ legislation
shall he by ordinance. The aye and
nn_ vote on ordinances, resolutions,
and motlons shall he recorded unless
the wvote. ig unanimous. An affirma-
tive vote of a majority of all the
members of the council #hal be re-
quired for the passage of all ordi-
nances and resolutions, except ag
otherwise provided in this charter,

See. 3,05. Proceduré on ordinances.
The enacting clause of all ordinances

ghall be in the words, “The City of
Benson . does ordain”. Bvery ordi-
nance shall be presented in writing.
No ordinanee extept an emergency
atillauce  3uall - be  passed at the
meeting at which it Is introduced
and at least three days shall elapse
between its introduction and final
passagse,

See. 3.06. Emergency ordinances,
An- emergency - ordinance is an ordi-
nance necessary for the immediate
wreservation of the public peace,
health, mora's, safety or welfare.
Said ordinance may not levy taxes,
grant, renew or extend franchises, or
regulate rates, An emeérgency ordi-
nance shall be introduced in the form
and manner prestribed for other or-
dinances except that it shall plainly
be designoted as an emergency or-
dinance and shall contain a declara-
tion stating that an emergency exigts
and -des ribing it in clear and specific
terms: It shall require an affirmative
vete of & members of the council to
enact - the ordinance and it shall be
pub’igshed in the official newspaper.
It shall become effective upon its
adoption or passage or at such later
time as it may specify, however,
every emergency ordinance shall
automatically stand repealed as of
the - 61st day following its adoption,
but this shall rnot prevent the re-
etactment of the ordinsnce in the
manner specified in this section if the
emergency still exists, An emergency
ordinance may also be repealed by
adopting a repealing ordinance in the
same manner specified in this section
for adontion of emergency ordinan-
ces,




See. 3.07. Procedure on résolutions,
Iivery resolution shall he pregented in
writing and read in full before a
vote is ~taken thereon, unless the
reading of a resolution is dispensed
with by unanimous consgent.

Sec.. 3.08. Signing =and publication
of ord nances and resolutfons, Every
ordin-nee or resolution passed by the
council shall be signed by the mayor
or by two other members, attested
by the city manager and filed and
pregerved by him., Hvery ordinance
shall be publiched at least once im
the. official mnewspaper, To the ex-
tent and in the manner provided by
law, an ordinanve may incorporate
by reference a statute of -Minnesotn,
a state administrative ru'e or a
repnation, & code, or ordinance or
part thergof without publishing the
muaterial referred to in full,

Sec, 8.03, When ordinance and reso~
Ivtions take effect, A resolution and
an emergency ordinance shall fake
effect immediately upon its passave
or at such ’ater date as Is_fixed in
it, Bvery other ordinance shall take
effect 30 days after publication or
at guch later date ag ig fixed therein.

Sec. 3.10. Amendment and repenl
of ordinances and zreschitions, Every
ordinance or resolution repealing  a
previous ordinance or resolution or
séction  or subdivision thereof shall
“pive ‘the number, any, and the

title of the ordinance or regolution to
be repealed in who'e or In part. Wo
© ordinance or_ resolution ar section or
gubdivision thereof shall be amendnd
by reference to the title alone, but
surh an amending ordinance or reso-

lution sghall set forth in full each
sectlon or subdivision to be amended
and shall indicate new -matter by
underscoring and old@ matter to be

omitted by enclosing in in braclkets, -

In newspaper publication, the same
indications of omitted =nd new mat-
ter shall be used except that italins
or bo'd-faced type may be substitut-
eil for unders~oring and omitted mat-
ter may be printed in capital letters
within parenthesis.

1

See, 3,11, Revigion and codifica~
tion of ordinances. The city may re-
vise, - rearrange and codify its or-
dingners  with . such additions and
deletions as may be deemed neces-
sary by the council, providing such
revision,  re-arrangement or codifica-
tion does not materially change the
content, meaning, or intent of said
ordinance, except for the deletion of
ohgolete or inappllcable provisions
thereof, Su~h ordinan e code sha. be
publiched in book, pamphlet or con-
tinuously revised looge-leaf form and
copiag shall be made avallable by the
coun i’ at the office or the city c'erk
for general distribution to the publie
free or at d reasonable charge. Pub-
lication in such a code shall be a suf-
ficient pubi~ation of anv ordinance
provision - not previously published If
a notice that copies of the codificas
tion are arvaiable at ‘the office of
the city clerk is published In the of-
firia’ newen~per for at least two suc-
cessive weeks,

CHAPTER 4
Nom'nations and elections

Sec; 4.01, The regular municlpsl
election. A regular munieipal election
shall be held on the first Tuesday
after the first Monday in November
of each odd—mnumbered year com-
nienecing in 1965 at such place or
places as the city council may desig-
nate. The city clerk shall give at
least two weeks previous notice of
the time and place of holding the
alection and of the officers to be
electad - by posting in at least one
public place in each voting precinct
and by publication at least once in
the  official newspaper,  but fallure
to . give such notice shall not invali-
date such election.. At the regular
election there shall be elected, in
addition to the members of the coun-
eil, “such justices of the peace or
muninipal judges as may be provided
by law.

Sec, 4.02. Special elections. 'The
council- may by resolution order a
special e’ection and provide all means
for holding .it. At least two weeks
published notice of a special election
shall -he given in the official news-
paper, The procedure at such alection
sha’l conform as nearly as possible
to that prescribed for other minici-
pal elections,

See,. 4,03,  Candidates for affice,
Candidates for any elective office
shal flie an affidavit of candida ¥
in accordance twith the election laws
of the State of Minnewofa or as here-
inafter provided by ordinance.

See, 4,04, CGanvass. of election, The
council sha’l meet and canvass the
e'ection returns within five days af-
ter any regular or gpeclal election,
and shall make full declaration of
the resi'ts as soon  &as possible, and
fie a statement thereof with the
city c¢lerk ‘This gtatement shall in-
clude: (a) the total number of good
ballots cast; (b) the total number
of spojled or degfective ba'lots; (¢)
the vote for each candidate, with an
indication of those who were elected;
(d) g true copy of the ballots used:
(e) the names of the judges and
clerks of election; and (f) such other
information as may seem pertinent,
The city clerk shall forth-with notity
all persons elected of their election,

See. 4.05. Procedure at elect ons.
Subiect to the provisiong of this
charter and applicab'e state lawe the
council may by ordinance further
regulate the conduwet of muni ipal
elecrtions. Iixcept as otherwise pro-
vided In this eharter or in ordinances
adopted pursuant thereto the meneral
Jaws of the state of Minnesota per-
teining  to e'ections shall apply to
municipal elections.

CHAPTER §
Referendum

Sec. 5.01. Power regerved hy tha
people. The people of Benson reserve
to themgelves the power, In accor~
dance ° the provisions of this
charter (except an ordinance approp-




riating money or suthorizing the levy
of - taxe§) 10 require any ordinance
when passed by the councii, to be
referred to the electors for approval
or d.sapproval, This power shall be
called referendum.

See, 5.02. Expenditures by potition-
ers. N0 member of any referendum,
no circulator of a sgignature paper,
no signer of any such paper, or any
other person, shall accept or offer
any reward pecuniary or ofherwise,
Bbut for service rendered In connec-
t:on- with the circu ation thereof, but
this sha.l net prevent the committes
from, -paying for legal advice and
from _incurring: an - expense not to
exceed '$50.00 for gtationery, copy~
ing, printing and notariey’ feed. Any
violation -of -the_ provisions of this
section is a misdemeanor,

See, -5.08. Further regulations. The
council may provide by ordinance
such further regulations for refer~
endum rot inconsigtant with - this
charter, as may be deemed necessary.

Sec, 5.04, The referendum, If prior
to the date when an Ordinance takes
effect,” a petition signed by qualified
electors of the clty equa’ In number
te 15 per cent of the tatal vote at
the last regu-ar municipal election is
filed with “the city clerk requesting
that any such ordinance be repealed
or bhe submitted to a vote of the
e ectors, the ordinance shall thereby
be prevented from going into opera-
tion, The council shall thereupon re-
corsider the ordinance at its next
regular mesting, and either repeal it
or by aye and no vote reaffirm its
adherence to the ordinance as passed.
In the latter case the <ouncil shall
immediate’y order 4 special. election
tc be held thereon or submit the or-
dinance at the next regular municip 11
election, pending which, the -ordi-
nance shall remain suspended.

If a majority of the electors vot-
ing thereon is opposed to ‘the ordi-
nance it shall not become effective;
but if 8 majority of the electors vot-
ing thereon favors the ordinance, it
shall go Into effect immediately or
on the date therein specified.

Sec.: 5.05, Re'erendum petition, A
refersndum petition ghall read as fol-

lows: .
i Referendum Potit'on
Proposing the repeal of an ordi-
nance to (stating the purpose of the
ordinance), a  copy of which ordi-
ngnce is hereto attached. The pro-
posed vrepeal is sponsored by the
following committee of elsctors:
Name Address

2
8.
g,

The undersigned petitioners, under-
standing the nature of the ordinance
herefo attached and beligving it to
be dstrimental to the welfare of the
city, petitlon the council for its sub.
migsion to a vote of the electors for

their zpproval or disapproval.
el eme S diress

1.
2.
3.

. OHAPTER 6
Adm'nistration of city affalrs

Sec. 6.01, The city manager. The
nmanager shall be the chief adminis-~
trative officer of the c¢ity. He shall
be chosen by the council solely on
the bagis of his training, eXxperience,
snd administrative qualificatons and
need not be a resident of the city at
the time of his appointment. The e¢ity
manager shall be appointed for an
indefinite period and may be removed
by the council at any time; but after
he has served as manager for - one
¥ear he may demand written charges
and & pub.ic hearing on the charges
before the council prior to the date
when hig_final removal takes effe .
After such hearing, if one is demand-
ed, the council shall have unlimited
dimcretion either to  reinsiate the
manager or make his remova: final.
Fending such hearing and removal,
the council may suspend the manasger
from office. The council may desig-
nste some propery dqualified person
to perform the duties of the manager
during his absence or disability or
Whi%e the office of manager is va-
cant,

Sec. 6.02, Powers and duties of the
city manager.

Subd, 1. Subject to the provisions
of thls charter and any cotineil reg-
ulations consistent therewith, the city
manager shall control and direct the
administration of the city's affairs.
He shall have the powers and duties
set forth In_the subdivisions:

Subd. 2. He shall see that this
charter and the laws, ordinances and
resolutions of the city are enforced.

Subd, He shall appoint and re-
mcove, upon the basis of merit and
fitness, all subordinate officers and
employees In the departments ex-
cept the department heads who shall
be appointed or removed by the city
counci. upon the recommendation of
the manager, The manager however,
may suspend any embloyee, -depart-
ment head or otherwise for a period
of not more than 60 days pending in-
vegtigation into the affairs of the
department or the employee.

Subd, 4 He shall exercise control
over all departments and @divisions of
the city administration created by
this charter or by the touncil,

Subd. 5. He shall attend all meet-
ings of the council, with the right to
take part in the discussion but not
to vote; but the council may In its
digeretion exclude him from any
meeting at which hls removal is con-
sidered.

Subd, 8. He shall recommend to
the council for the adoption ‘such
measure as he may deemn necessary
for the welfare of the people and the
efficient administration of the city’s
affairs,

Subd, 7. He shall keep the couneil
fully advised ag to the financial con-
dition and needs of the eity, and he
shall prepare and submit to the
council the annual budeet,

Subd. 8. He shall prepare and sub-
mit to the counecil for adoption an
administrative code incorporating the
detalls of adminlstrative procedurs,
and from time to time he shall sug-




gest amendments to such code,

Subd, 9. He shall perform such
other duties as may be prescribed by
this charter or by law or required of
him by aordinances or resolutions
adopted by the council, :

Sec, 6,03,- Departments of Adminw
latration, The council may create
stch departments, divisions, and bur-
eaus for the administration of the
city’s affalrs as may seem necessary,
and from time to time alter their
puwers and organization. It may, in
conjunction +with the city manager,
pr'prée a complete administrative
code for the (!).t%l .and enact it in the
form of an ordinance which may be
amended from . time to time by ordi-
nance.

Sece, Subordinate

6.04, officers.

There may be g city cerk and such
other. officers subordinate to the city
mana~er 2§ the council may create
by ordinance, The city clerk gha’l be
subject to the direction of the city
manager, and shall have such duties
in connection - with the keeping of

the publie records, the custédy and
disbursment of the pub'ic funds; and
the  general adminjstration of the
city’s  affairs - ag the counell pre-
scribes, He may be deslenated to act
Ay secretary of the counsil and a'so
as  treasurer, The council may by
ordinance abo’ish offices which have
been created by ordinance ang . it
may combine the dutles of varlous
pffices as it may see fit.

Sec., 6.05. Purchases and contracts.
The city manaser shall be the chisf
purshasing agent of the city. All eity
purchages ~end <contracts shall be
made or let by the city manager
‘when the amount of the burchases or
contra t -doez not exceed $2,000.00.
All  other purchages- shal! be made
and a’l other contracts let bv the
council after the rerommendation of
the ¢ity manager has first been ob-
tained, All" contracts, bonds, and in-
strumenty of any kind to which the
city is a party shal' be signed by the
ma- or and ths city manager on ba-
half of the eity and sha'l be execut-
ed in the name of the city.

Sec. 6,06, Contracts; liow 1let, In
al’ cases of work to be done by con-
tract or of the purchase of personal
property of any Kkind, where ths
gmount involved is more than $°,000.-
00 unless the counct” shall by an
emergency ordinance *otherwise pro-
vide, the ecity manager shall adver-
tise for bids In such manner as may
be designated by the council. Cons
tracts of th's magnitude shall be I-¢
on’y by the council upon the recom-
mend tion of the ¢ity manager to
the lowest responsibe bhidder. Th2
counril may, however, reject any or
all bids, Nothing contained in  th's
section shall prevent the council from
contractng by & vote for the
doing of work with patented procegs-
eg or from the purchasing of patent-
ef appiances by the same majority.
Subject tn the provisions of thig
chrerter, the council may by ordi-
nanee adopt furthsr resnlations for
the making of bids and the letting
of contracts. .

CHAPTER 7
Taxation and  Finances

Sec. 7,01. Counecil to control fin
ances. 'The council shall have full
avuthority over the financlal affairs
of the city, and shall provide for the
c¢c’lection of all revenues and other
assets, the auditing and settlement
of accounts, and the safe-keeping and
disbursement -of public. monies, and
in the exercise of a sound discretion
shall make appropriations for the
payment of all liabilities and expen-
ses,

Sec. 7.02. Fiscnl‘ years, The fiseal
vear of the city shall be the calendar
year,

Sec. 7.03. System .of taxation. Sub-
ject to the state constitution, and ex-
cept as forbidden by if, or by state
legislation, the council shall have full
power to provide by ordinance for a
gystem of loecal taxation. In the taxa-
tion of real and personal property as
such  the c¢ity shall conform as fully
as possible to the general state law
as to the assessment of such proper-
ty and the collection of such taxes.

See, 7.04. Board of equalization,
The council shall constitnute a boari
.of equalization to equalize asgessw
nments of property for taxation pur-
poses according to law.

Sec, 7.05. Prepuration of the an-
yuul budget. The city manager shall
prepare the estimates for the annual
budzet as preseribed by the city
couneil with the following as mini-
mum requirements, The budget shall
be by funds and sha.l include all the
furdy of the city, except the funds
made up of proceeds of bond issues,
utility funds, and special assegsment
funds, and may ing¢.ude any. of such
funds at the discretion of the coun-
cl’. The estimates of expenditures for
each fund budgeted shall be arranged
for each department or divigion of
the city under the following heads:

(1) ordinary expenses (for oper-
atfon, mointenance,  and repairs) ;
(2) payment of principal and interest
on bonds and other fixed . charges:
{38) capital outays (for new con-
struetinn, new equipment, and all im-
provements of a lasting chargeter),
Ordinary expenses shal be sub-divi-
ded into: (a) salaries and wases
with a st of a’l saleried offices and
pogitions, including the salary allow-
ance and the number of persons hold-
ing ea”h: (b) other expenves, with
guffi~fent detail to be readily under-
siood. All increases and_ decrsases
ghall be clear;y shown. In para'let
columng shall be a’ded the amounts
granted and the amounts expended
vnder similar heads for the past two
comp eted fiscal years and the our-
ent fiseal year, actual to date and
estimated for the balance of the
yerr, In addition to the estimates of
expenditures, the budget shall includs
for each budgeted fund a statement
of the revenues which have acerurd
for the past two competed fiscal
years with the amount collected and
the uncolected balances towrther
with the same information, based in
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30 T4r as necessary on estimates, for
the current fiscal year and an esti-
mate of the revenues for the ensuing
- fiscal ‘year, The statement of reve-
nues for each year shall specify the
fol'owing items: sums derived from
(a) taxation, (b) fees, (e) fines, (4d)
interest, (e) = miscellaneoys, not in-
cluded in the foregoing, (f) sales and
rentals (g). earnings of public utili-
ties and other piiblic service enter-
prises, (h) spécial assessments, and
(1) sa’es of bonds and other obliga-
tions. Such estimate ghall be printed
or typewritten and there -shall be
sufficient copies. for each member of
the council, for the city manager, £or
the city clerk, and three, at least, to
be posted in pub.ic places in the city.
The - estimates shall be submitted  to
the council-- at its firgt regular
monthly meeting in September and
shall be made pubic, The c¢ity man-
ager may submit with the estimates
snch explanatory statement or state-
ments as - he may deem necessary,
end dhiring the first three  years of
operation under thig charter he shall
be ~authorized to interpret the re=<
quirements. of thig section as requir-
ing ony such comparisons of the
city’s finances with those of the pre-
vioug government of the city as may
be feasible and pertinent.

Sec. 7.06, Pagsage of budget. Tha
budget shall be the principal item of
buminess at the first regular monthly
weeting of the council in September
and the counell shal ho d ad'ourned
meetings from time to time until all
the estimates have been considered,
The meetings shall be so conducted
ag to give interested citizens a rea~
spnabe opportunity to be heard, The
budget estimates shall be read In
full and the city manager shall ex-
plain the - various items thereof a3y
fully as may be deem-d rieceggary
by the council. The annual budget
fina'ly agreed wupon shall set forth
in detall, the complete financial plan
of the city for the ensuing figeal year
for the funds budgeted and shall b
siened by the majority of the counecil
when adopted. It shall indicate the
sums to be raised and from what
sources and thie sums to be spent and
for what purpoges according io Sec,
706, 'The tota® sum appropriated
shall be less than the total estimated
revenrie by a safe margin, The coun-
¢il shall adopt the budget not later
than the first sweek of Ocfober or
at such date the law prescribes by
regolution which sha'l seot forth the
total  for each budgeted fund and
each department with such segrega-
tion as to obiects and purposes of ex-
penditures as the council deems
necessary for vpurpofes of budgst
control, The <council shal!l also adopt
4 - resolution levying whatever taxrs
it considers necessary within statu-
tory .imits for the ensuing year, the
sumg fixed in the bud~et resolutirn
shall be and become appropriated for
{the several purposes named in the
budget resolution and no other.

Sen. 7.07, Enforcement of the bud-
get. Tt shall be the duty of the city
mrnawér to enforce strictly the pro-
visions of the budget. He shal mnot

approve . .any- order upon the city
treasurer for any expenditure unless
an appropriation’ has been made in
the budget resolution, fior for any
expendjture covered by the budget
resolution unless there i a sufficient
unexpended . ba.ance left after de-
dueting  the total past expenditurss
and the sum  of all outstanding or~
ders and - encumbrances, No officer
or empoyee of the city shall place
any order or make any purchase ex-
cept for a. purpose and to the amount
authorized in the budget resolution,
Any obligation incurred by any per-
son in the employ of the qity for any
purpoge not authorized in the bud-
get resolution or for any amount in

_excess of the amount therein author-

ized shall be a personal obligatirn
upon  the person -incurring the ex-
penditure. .

Sec. 7.08, Alterations in the budget.
After the budget resoution has been
adopted, the counecil shall have no
power 1o increase the amounts fixed
in the budget resolution, by the in-
gertion of mew  items  or otherwise,
beyond the estimated revenues, un-
less - the actnal receipts exceed the
estimates and then not beyond the
actual receipts.

The council may at any time, by
resolution approved by a majority of
ity members, reduce the sums approp-
riated for any purpose by the budget
reso ution, or by a vote of 4 mem-~
bers, suthorize the treongfer of sums
from unencumbered balances of ap-
propriations in the budget resolution
to other purposes.

See. T.09. Emergency Appropriation
in Dbudget. The coun-il may include
an - emergency appropriation as a
part of the budget but not to ex-
ceed 10 percent of the total tax levy
for the "year. A transfer from the
emergency appropriation to any other
anpropriation “shall be made only by
& vote of at leagt 4 members of the
couneil and shall be used only for
ﬂille purposes designated by the coun-
¢

Sec. 7.10. Dighurgement. Mow made,
No disburgsement of city funds shall
be made except by chack signed by
the mayor, city manager, and treas-
urer and specifying the purpoves frr
which the disburs=ment is made and
the fund from which it ig drawn, No
such check shall be issued until there
is money to the credit of the fund
from which it is to be_paid sufficient
to pay it together with all outstand-
ing  encumbrances upon the fund, No
such cheéck shall Be issued until the
eiaim to which it re'ates has been
supported Ly ‘an itemlzed bill, pay-
rol, or time-sheet, approved "and
signed by the responsib’e city officer
who vonches for its correctness and
rearonableness,. The city manaser
shall n te on earh contract requirin-zt
the pa ‘ment of money bv the city the
particu'ar fund out of which it is to
be paid. The council may by ordi-
nance make further regulations for
the safe-keeping and disbursement of
the funds of the city.

See. 7.11, Tundgs to be kept, Sub-
division 1, There shall be maintained




in- the city treasury the funds pro-
\"ii'ded for in the following subdivi-
sions,

Subd. 2, A general fund for the
payment of stch expenses of the city
ag the council may deem proper. ‘Into
thig fund shall be pald all money not
provided - herein’ or by statute to be
paid into any other fund. -

. Subd, 3. A debt service fund, into
which shall be pald all recelpts from
taxegs or other sources for ‘the pay-
ment of principal and interest of all
ob.igations Issued by the city except
bonds fgsued on account of any local
improvement to be financéd wholly
or partly by special assessments and
bonds  issued on account of any mu-
nicipally owned . uti.ity. Out of - this
fund shall be pald, the prineipal and
interest of such obligations when dua,
Any surplus in such fund not needed
immediately for debt service may be
invested under  the direction of the
council In such ‘securitlies ag are
avthorized by statute for the invest-
ment of such funds; and such invest-
ments may be liquidated at any time.
To the extent required by law, a

- separate account in the debt service
fund shall be maintained for each ig-

sue. of city oblizations.

Subd. 4. A bond fund, into whieh
shall be pald and disbursed the pro-
ceedy of all bonds issued by the city
except bonds issued on account of
any local improvement to be financed
whol.y or bpartly by special assess-
ments and bonds. issued on account
of any municipal'y owned utility, A
- geparate bond account shall be Kept
for earh isstie of such bonds.

Subd. & ¢pecial = assessment
fund, which shall be used to finance
local improvements to be paid. for,
in whole or in part, from special as-
geszments against benefifed property,
There sha’l be paid Into this fund:
(1) collections of special assessments,
with Interest, levied against bene-
fited property; (2) proceeds of bonds
or - warrants sold by the city to fin-
ance  iocal Improvements to be paid
for, in whole or in part, by special
asgessments; and the proceeds of
inter-fund loans; (3) amounis from
other city funds representing either
(a) ‘apportionments of costs agalnst
the clty at "arge, (b) benefit assess-
ments against ¢ity property, or (c)
appropriations to maintain the integ-
rity of the fund. There shall be pald
out of this fund: (1) all expenses
and costy of the Improvement pro-
jects financed through the fund: (2)
the redemption of all special assess-
ment fund obligations, with interest,
at or before maturity; and any inter-
fund loang; and abatements of
asgessments and refunds of recelpts
in error, 'The council sha’l maintain
the integrity of thiz fund by approp-
riations from tax funds if necessary,
and in addition may by ordinance
create and maintaln in the fund a
cash reserve sufficient for working
eapital purposes. In order to antici-
pate the collection of special assess-
ments and the municipal sharé of the
cost of a local improvement, the
couneil mayv by a majority vote issue
and gel' obligations pledging the full
faith and credit of the ecity, or plede.
ing only speclal assessments, in such

amounts and maturities as it may de-
termine; but. the aggregate amount
of ‘such obligations outstanding at
any time shall not exceed the sum
of the following: (1) all assessments
lovied and uncollected; (2Z) cost of
work: jn progreéss to be financed in
whole or in part by special assess-
ments, and (3) the cash reserve for
working  capital as previously deter-
mined by ordinance In order that

- the fund may be administered on a
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gse'f-gustaining basiy, all local im-
provement projects financed through
it shall upon completion he certifled
by the clty manager ag to total cost,
whi h shgll thereupon be apportioned
by the council either as assessmerts
against benefited property  or - ag
amounts due from other . city funds.
Amounts apportioned against . other
oity funds shall be due when install-
ments of special assessments levied
for the same project are due, corres-
ponding  assessment. rolls shall be
charged interest as in the case of as-
segsments and sha'l Dbe credited_to
the fund, with any interest due, when
collectéd, To the extent required by
faw, a tax for the city’s share of the
cost shall be levied before any obli~
gations against the fund are issued
and sold, When g local improvement
to be financed wholly or partly from
special gsseggment is undartaken un-
der any applicable statute any pro-
vision of this subdivision inconsis-
tent with the statute shall not apply.

Subd, B, A public utility fund into
which- ghall be pald gll money derived
from the sale of obligations issued
on account of any municipally owned
utility and all money derived from
the sale of utility services, and from
the sa’e of any property acduired for
or uced in connectiori with any such
uti’ity. There shall be  pald out of
this fund the cost of the purchase,
construction, operation, ‘maintenance
and re;mlr of sitch utility, including
the principal. of and interest upon
obligations which have been or shall
be fssued on Its account, Separate
gecounits within the public utlity
fund shall be Kkept for all utilities
which are operated separately. No
more than 25% of the mnet profit
(after depreciation) may be trans-
ferred from the Utillty Pund to any
other fund in any one Year except
by ordinance which shall state the
specific purpose that the excess
money sha'l be used for and in ad-
dition must affirm that a capital
improvement program for the mnext
10 years has been studied and the
Ttility Fund does not need the money
to fwfill its Improvement program
for the succeeding 10 years,

Subd. 7. In -addition to the fore-
going fundy there may be maintained
in ths city treasury, whenever the
council deems it advigable, the fol~
lowing funds:

(a) One or more working capital
or revolving funds, for financing self-
sustaining activities not accounted
for through other funds;

) One or more trust and agency
funds, for the care and disbursge-
ment of money received and held by
the city as trustee or custodian or
in the capacity of any agent for in-




di\iié}uals or - other governmental
units;

(¢) Such other funds as may be
reguired by statute or ordinance.

Subd, 8. In lieu of establishing any
of the types of funds specified in
Subd. 7, the councll may provide for
the recording of operations or activi-
ties for which the use of such funds
might be suitable. through the main-
ternance of separate accounts in any
appronriate fund a’ready established,
The council shall have full power by
ordinance or refolution tomake inter-
fund loans, except rrom trust, utility,
and -ageney funds a8 it may deem
?ecteisqary and appropriate from. time
o time.

Seec. 7.12 Accounts and reportys. The
¢ity -manazer shall he the chief ac-
counting officer of the city and of

avery brauch thereof, and the council
nay prescribe -and’ enforce . proper

a~counting methods, “forms, blanks,
and other devices consistent with the
law this charter, and the ordinances
adopted in accord therewith, He shall
submit - to the council a statement
each month showing the amount of
money in  the custody of the city
treasurer, the gtatus of a!l funds, the
amount spent or chargable against
earh of the annual budget al’owanceg
and . the balances- left in- each, and
sneh nther Information about the fin-
anceg of the city as the council may

require. One¢e each year on or before-

the last dry of TFebruary, the eity
manager shall submit o report to the
gounel! covering -the entire financial
operations’ of the city for the past
yrar., This report sha'l show: the act-
val receipts and expenditures omit-
tng duplications and stating the cash
balance at the beginning of the last
fisca year and at the clove, the total
outlays for operation -and mainten-
ance, and  the total capital out'ays;
the condition of earh of the funds;
the total reéecetlpts by sources and the
total ex%enditures by -~ general pur-
poresr the total outstanding bonds
and debts of the city when due the
awount of new bonds isstied and the
smount redeemed, and@ the interest
rate of each: the condition of nll the
armual budget al'owances: an inven-
- torv of all the property ownad by the
eity; and such further information as
the city manager deeing advisable or
the ¢ouncil requires,

See. 7.13. City Indebtedness. g«
cept as provided in' Sees. 7.14 and
716, ng ob’igations shall bhe issued
to ‘pay current expenses, but thas
counecil may issue and se'l oblirations
for any other municipal purpose in
acrordanee with lsw and within the
limitations prescribed by law. Except
in- the case of obligations for which
an galection. Is not required by this
charter: or by state law, no such gh-
lHentions shal' be issued and sold
without the approvel of the maiority
of the electors of the city voting on
the ouestion at a general or speeclal
election,

See, T.14. Tax anticipation certifi-
cutes. At any time after January 1st
fol owing -~ thé  making of an annual
tax levy, the council may issue certi-

flegtes  of Indebtedness in - anticipa-
tion of the collection of taxes levied
for any fund and not yet collected.

The total amount of certificates
issued against any fund for any year
with - Interest- thereon until maturity
shall not exceed 90% of the total
current_taxes for the fund uncollect-
ed at the time of lgsuarnce.  Such cer-
tificates 'shall be issued on surh
termsg and conditions as the council
may determine and shall bear inter-
est at a rate not to exceed 6% per
annum, but they shall become due
and payable not later than the' 1st
day of April of the Yyear folowing
their issuance. The proceeds of the
tax levied for the fund a~ainst which
tax anticipation certificates are is-
sued and the full faith and credit of
the city shall be irrevocably p’edged
for the redemption of the certificates
in the order of their issuance against
the fund.

Sec, T7.15. Emergency debt certifi-
cates, If in any year the  receipts
from tasxs or other sources shou'd
from some unforseen cause bhecome
Insufficient for the ordinary expen-
ges of the eity, or if any calamity or
other public emergencv ghould sub-
jeet the city to the necessity of mak-
Ing . extraordinary - expenditures, the
ccunecll may by -ordinance issue and
sell on such terms and in such man-
ner as the  council determines emer-
geney debt certificates to run not to
oxceed two years and to bear interest
at not more than 6% Der year.
tax gnfficient to pay -pr'neipal and
interest on such certifi-ates with the
margin required by law shal' be lev-
ied as required by law. The ordi-
nance authorizing an issue of such
emergency debt  certificates ghall
state the rnature of the emergency
and be approved hy ail least 4 mem-
bers of the council, It may be passed
as an emergency ordinance.

See, 7.16. Investmont of Funds,
The Qity Manager, with the approval
of the Council, may invest monies out

_of the treagury of the c¢ity In_accord-
ance with the Jaws of the State of

i lineso a, provided, however, that
a’'l interest acerued shall be creditsd
to- the proper fund in accordance
with normal accounting procedures,

CHAPTER 8
Puablic Improvements and Special
Assegsmants
See, 8.0, Power to male improve-
ments and 1ovy assessments. The city
shall have the power to imake any
and every tvpe of puble Improve-
ments not forbidden by the laws of
this state and to levy special assess-
menty to pay al or any part of the
cast of sturh improvements as are of
a loral charecter. The amounts as-
sessed to benefited property to pay
for such local improvements may
equal the cost of the improvemsnt,
fiecuding all costs and expenses con-
nected therewith, with interest until
paid, but sha'l in no tase exceed the
benetits to the Droperty,

Sec. 8.02t
The counel

Asgsessments for services.
1 may provide by ordi-




nance  that . the cost of sprinkling,
snow, or rubbish removal, or any
other gervice to streets, sidewalks, or
other public property, or the costs
of any services to other property un-
dertaken by the clty may be asseszod
against - the property - benefited and
collected in I1lke manner as are spec-
ial assegsments, )

. SBec. 8.03. Xocal improvements reg-
ulstions, After this charter takes ef-
fect  local improvements commenred
prior thereto’ shiall be comp.eted and
assessments may be levied and secur-
ities issued for the financing thereot
ag pres:ribed by the law_ (or charter
provisions) applicable thereto, The
cotineil may prepare and adopt a
ccmprehensive ordinance prescribing
the procedure which sha’l be followsd
thergafier in making all local im~
provements and levying assessments
therefor. Such ordinance shall super-
sede all other provisions of the law
on. the same subject and may be
amended on’y by an affirmative vote
of at leagt 4 members of the council
In the absence of such ordinance all
local improvements may be made and
assessmenty levied therefor ds pre-
scribed by any applicable law.

Sec. 8.04. Public works: how per-
formed, Public -works including all
Iceal improvements, may be . con~
structed, ~_ extended, repaired, and
maintained either dirvectly by day
labor. or by contract. The city m-y
require contractors to give bonds for
the protection of the city and all
persons - furnishing labor and matsr-
ials pursuant -to the laws of the
state,

CHAPTER 9
Eminent Domain

Sec. 9,01, Power to acquire proper-
ty. 'The ecity may acquire, by pur-
chase, gift, devise, or condemnation,
any property, corporeal or incorpor-
egl, either within or without corpor-
ate boundaries, which may be needed
by the city for any public use or
purpose, easegments for slopes, £ils,
sewers, building lines, po'es, Wwires,
pipes, and conduits for water, gas,
heat, and power may be acduired by
gift, devise, purchases or condemna-
fion in the manner provided by law.

See. 70.02. Proceed'ngs in acquiring
property, The necessity for the tak-
ing of any property by the city shall
be determined by the council and
ghall be declared by a_ resolution
which sha'l deseribe &uch property
ay nearly as may be and state the
use to which it is to be devoted. In
acquiring property hy e:gercising the
power of eminent domain, the city
shall proceed according to the laws
of this state, ex~ept as otherwise pro-
vided in thig chapter,

See. 9.08. Payment of award. When-
ever an award of damages is con-
firmed in any broceeding for the
taking of property for public use hy
rieht of eminent domain, or When-
ever the court renders final Jjudge.
ment in any appeal from any such

award and the time for abandoning
such proceedings by the city has ex-
pired, the city shall, within 60 days
of such final determination, pay the
amount of the award or judgement of
the court ,as the case may be; and
if not so paid, judgment therefor may
be had against the city,

See, 9.04, ©'ty may abandon pro-
coedings. The city may, by reso’ution
of the council at any stage of the
condemnation proceedings or at any
time within 30 days after final deter-
nilnation thereof, abandon such pro-
ceedings ay to all or any part of tha
property sought to be acquired and
shall pay all reasonable costs and ex-
penses.

Sea, 9.05, City may take entire
plant: If the city condemns g pub'ic
utility which s operated at the time
of the commencement of the condem-
nation proceedings as one property or
one system, it shall not be necessary
in the condemnation : proceedings or
any of the proceéedings of the council,
to describe or treat separately the
different kinds of property compos-
ing such svstem, but all of the pro-
perty, lands, articles, franchises, and
rights which comprive such system
may, un'ess otherwise ordered by the
court, be treated together .&s one pro-
perty and an award. for the whole
property in one lump sum may be
made by the commigsioners or other
body assesging the damages on con-
demnation. This does mnot prevent the
city, when the plant and property
are separable - into distinet parts,
from gaMuir.ng on’y - such part or
party thereof as may be necessary in
the pubiic Interest.

CHAPTER 10
Franchises

See, 10.01, Franchis»s required, I0x-
cept ag otherwise provided by law,
no person, firm, or corporation shall
place or maintain any permanent or
seml-permanent  fixtwes in, over,
upon, or under any street or public
place for the purpose of operating u
public utility or for any other pur-
pose, without & franchise therefor
from the clty. A franchise shall be
granted - on'y by ordinance which
shall not be an emergency ordinance.
Ivery ordinance granting a franchise
ghall contain a’l the terms and condi-
tiorivy of the franchise, The grantee
ghall bear the costs of publication of
the franchise ordinance and shall
make a sufficient deposit with the
clerk to guarantee publication before
the ordinance is passed.

Sec. 10,02, Term. No perpetual
franchise shall ever be granted. N»
franchise for a term exceeding 10
years shall be effective untll approv-
ed by a majority of the electors vot~
ing thereon.

Sec. 10.03, Pub'ic Hearings. Before
any franchise ordinance is adopted or
any rates, farey, or nprices to b=
charred by a poblic utility are fixed
by the council, the council shall hn'd
a pub.c hearing on the matter. No-




tice of sueh hearing shall be publish-
ed at least once in the official news-
paper not less than ten days prior
tv the date of the hearing.

Sec. 10.04. Power of regulation re-
served. Subject to any applicable law
the council may by ordinance rea-
sonab.y regulate and control the ex-
ercige of any franchise insluding the
maximum _rates, fares, or prices to
be charged by the grantee, No fran-
chise value shall be included in the
valuation of the grantee’s property in
regulating  utility rates, fares, or
prices under an applicable law, ordi-
nance, or . regulation or in progeed-
in~g for municipal acquistion of the
grarnitee’s property by bpurchase or
eniinent domaun, _

T
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Sec. 10,05. Renewals or extension;?
Bvery extension renewal or modifi-
cation of any existing franchise or of
any franchise granted hereafter shall
be subject to the.rulés and regula-
tions of the council.

) - OHAPTER 11
Publie -Ownership and Operation of
: Utilitieg

See. 11,01, Aecquisitlon and opera-
tion of wut lities, The city may own
and operate any gas, water, heat,
prwer, light, te’ephone or other puh-
lic utility for supplying its own needs
for utility service -or for supplying
utility service to private consumers
or both., It may construct all faecili-
tiex reasonab’y needed but no pro-
ceedings to acquire any such public
utility “shall be consummated unless
the city has the money in the treas-
ury. to pay for acquisition or has
made provigion for paying for the
property proposed to be acquired. The
operation of all public utilities owned
by the city shall be under the super-
vision of the.city mandger.

Sec. 11.02, Rates and finances.
Upon recommendations made by thag
city manager or upon its own mo-
tion, thé council may fix rates, fares
and prices, for municipal utllities but
such rates, fareg and prices shall be
just and reasonable, In like manner
the council may preseribe the time
and mianner in which payments for
al' such_ services shall be made and
may make such other regulations as
may be necessary, and preseribe pen-
%,tins for violation of such regula-

ons.

Sec, 11.08. Purchase in bnlk. The
ceuneil may, in leu of providing for
the Jocal productions of gas, e’ec-
tricity, woter, and other utilitieg,
prrchase the same in bu'k and resell
them to local consumers at such
rates as it may fix.

See. 11,04, Lease of plant, The
couneil may, if the pulic interests
will he served thereby, coritract with
any responsible person, co-partner-
sh.p, or corp-ration, for the operation
of any utility owned by the ecity,
upon such rentals and conditions as
it may deem necessary but such con.
tracts shiall. be embodied in and let

only by an ordinance approved by 4
members of the council and subject
to popular referendum. Such - ordi-
nance shall not be an_ emergency
ordinance, In no, case shall such con-
tract be for a longer term than 10
years.

See, 11.05, - Publie Utility. Mow
Sald. No public utliity owned by the
cily shall be so0ld or otherwise dis-
posed of by the city unless the full
terms of the proposition of sale or
other disposition are embodied in an
ordinance approved by & majority of
the electors voiing thereon _at a
general  or special election, In the
case of a water works or light p'ant,
any sale, leasge, or abandonmeni shall
be subiect, in addition, to the re-
quirements of state law.

CHATTER 12
Miscellaneo 1s and transitory
provisions

Sec. 12,01, Offic'al publications,
The council sha’l annually designate
a legal newspaper of general circula-
tion in the city as its official news-
paper in which shall be published or-
dinancés and other matters required
by law to be so published: as we’l as
such other matters as the coun=il
may deem it in the public interest to
have pubished in this manner.

Sec, 12.02, Oath of office. Hvery
officer of the city ghall before enter-
ing upon fthe duties of his office,
take and subscribe an oath of office
in substantially the following form,
“T do solemnly swear (or affirm)
to support the constitution of the
United States and of this state and
to discharge faithfully the dutirs de-
volving upon me as (mayor, council-
man, city mana~er, ete) of the City
of Benson to the. best of my judg-
ment and ability.”

See. 12.03, City officers mnot to be
interested .n contracts, Hxcept as
otherwise permitted by law, no offi-
cer of the city who is authorized to
take part in any manner in any con-
tract with the city shall voluntarily
have a persona’ financial interest in
such contract or personally benefit
financially therefrom.

See. 12,04, Oficial bonds. The city
manager, the city clerk, the city
trezgurer, and stich other officers or
employses of the city as may be pro-
vided for by resolution or ordinance
shall each before entering upon the
duties of hig respective office or em-
pocyment, give a corporate surety
bend to the city in such form and in
gueh gmount as may be fixed by the
ccuncil ag security for the falthful
performanee of his official duties and
the safelesping of the public: funde.
Such honds may be either individual
or b'anket bonds at the discretion of
the council, They shall be approved
by the city council, and approved asg
to form by the ecity attorney, and
Tiled with the c¢ity c'erk., The pro-
vigions of the laws of the state relat-
Ine to official bonds not inconsistent
With thigs charter shell be complied




- yvith, The premiums on such. bonds
shall be paid by the city,

Sec, 12.05. Sales of real property,
- No real property of the city shall be
Qisposed of ‘except by ordinance. The
proceeds of any sale of such proper~
ty shall be used ag far as possibe fo
relire any outstanding ' indebtedness
incurred by the city in the purchase,
construction, or improvement. of this
or_other property ugéd for the same
public purpose. If there & mo such
ovutstanding indebtedness, the coun~
cll may by resolution designate gome
other public use for the proceeds,

Sec. 12.06. Vacatlon of streets. The
councll may by ordinance approved
by at least § members of the counnil
vacate any street or alley or part
thereof  within the -city, Such wvaca-
tlon may be made only after pub-
Iished notire and an opportunity for
affected property owners and public
o be heard, and upon such further
terms and by such procedure as the
council by ordinance may prescribe.
A, notice of completion of such pro-
ceedings shall be filed with the pro-
per . county officers in accordance
with law.

. Sec. 12,07, City to succed to rights
and obligations of former gity, The
city shall su-ceed to all the property
rights, privileres, and shall be sub-
ject to all the legal obligations of
the city under the former charter,

Sec. 12,08, Pregent officers to hold
office til when. The present officers
of the city shall continue in their
respective offices and Tunctions, and
shall continue to govern the city in
the usual manner until January 1,
1966, They shall make such finanelal
and other provigions for the fiscal
year 1966 asg will serve to carry on
the government until a government
has been set up under this charter
and they shall make provision far
the eclection of the first city council
as provided for in chapter ¢ of this
charter,

Sec, 12,09, Siatutes not affected by
charter, All “general laws and sta-
tutes of the state applicab'e to &'l
cities operating under home rule
charters, or applicable to citles of
the same class as the city of Benson
operating under home ru'e charters,
gnd not Inconsistent with the provi-
sions of this charter, shall apply to
the city of Benson, and shall be con«
gtrued as supplementary to the pro-
visions. of this charter,

Sec, 12,10, Existing ordinances con-
finued, All ordinanceg and. regula-
tions of the city in force when this
charter takes effect, and mnot -Incon-
sistent with the provislong thereof,
are hereby continued In full force
and effect amended or repealed.

Sec, 12,11. Pending condemnations
and asséssments, Any condemnations
or arcsessment procerding In progross
when this charter takes effect shall
bhe continued and competed under
“the laws under which such proceed~
ings were bezun, All agsessmen’s
wade by the city prior to the time

11

when this charter takes offoct shnil
be co'lected and the llen thereof en-
forced in the same manner as if
this charter had not been adopted.

See. 12,12,.. Ordinance to- make
oharter effectivé, The ' council shall
by ordinance. make such regulations
a8 _may be necessary to carry out
and make effective the provisions of
this chaster,

Sec. 12.13.  ¥ire Department and
Rellef Asgsociation, The authority of
the council granted by this charter
shall' include authority by ordinanre
to organize or reorganize and create
a fire department or a firemens’ Re-
lief Assoclation or both. Any such
organization or reorganization,
whether voluntary or otherwise, sha'l
be at all times subject to the full
and complete supervision and con-
trol of the City Council.

UERTIFICATE OF COMMISSION

‘We, the undersigned, being the
duly ‘appointed, qualified and acting
memberg of the Board of Freehold-
ers (Charter Commission) in and for
the City of Benson, Swift County,
Minnesota, certify that the foregoing
documeny, consisting of 12 seactiong,
is the draft of a proposed new (re-
vised) Charter for said City of Ben-
son, prepared and framed by said
Board  of Freeho ders and approved
by said Board and the wundersigned
members thereof, and hereby affix
our signatures to said draft and de-
liver the same to the Honorable
Mayor. and chief executive of the
gaid Clty of Benson, to be submitted
for action as by law provided,

Dated at Benson, Minnesota, this
6th day of April, 1965,

ROBERT HAWLEY, Chair-
man
R%B];}lRT BUSS, Vice Chalr-
a
JOHN THOMPSON, Sscre-
tary

HARRY HUGHES
HIJALMER ERICKSON
DONN LORENZ
¥RED NSON

NE
ROBERT NELSON
ROBERT CHEVALIHR

RICHARD BODGER,
RAY HOLMQUIST,

Attorneys for and members of the
Commission.
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