
SfA~E OF MIN~ESOTA 

EXECUTIVE DEP..ABT]JE:NT C 

l?ROCL.Al'J!AT!O!ff • 

On the mor:ning of the nineteenth day of April, 17'15, 

an the village gl:een at Lexington~ si,:.:teen men, to whom lib ... 

erty was deare:r than lif et l.ay d.ead or wound.eo.t shot dorm 

by soldiers representing e, ty1"anniotil,l govelmment, becauee 

tl1ey oppos.ed the march of tyi"a<.nny. Thia was the beginnini 

of the war for .Am~r:Loan indepenctence. Mo day can be $, raol"e 

fitting one on .which ·che Ame:t"ice,n people should come togeth• 

er :for the purpose of holding :Patriotic meetingst. ot oall.~ng: 
., . 

attention to the neeesaity of securi11g additional :ree12uits 

and of coming to a full. ~ealization of the fact that we, to­

day, are involved i:n the greatest conflict of history. 

We can no longer discuss the advisability of get .. 

ting into war for# regardless of the conflicting opinions 

prior to the declaration of congress, we are now at war. Xt 

is, there:f'ore., absolutely neoessary that ~-s many as can pos­

sibly do so joi11 the National Guard i:m.medie.:',aily· and it is 

hereby U).'"ged that on Thursday, .Apl:il nineteenth, the one hun­

dred and. forty ... second anni~ers~ry of the Battle of Lexinston, 
.. 

especial efforts be made for ouch p1.1rpose and that all o-£ 
' our people proceed at once i:n coo]?eration Yirith a state pub-

lic sa.:f'ety commission to t.ise every raeans .Possible to, defend. 

our common country, protect the lives of our citizens and to 

sa:re ... gu~,rd. our homes and our families. 

l'.'.N WITlTIDSS \'VEE:REOF; I have 
ca.used th~ Great Seal. of. the State 
o~ Minnesota to be affixed and have 
hereunto set my h$.nd at the Capitol 
in the City of' St. Paul this 13th 
day of April, 17. 
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