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CONSTITUTION
of the
REPUBLICAN PARTY
of

MINNESOTA
RECEIVED
Revised to include amendments

adopted up to and including FEB 2 4 1965
June 7, 1962 FEB 24 196D

SECRETARY. OF STATE

Article T

NAME AND OBJECTS

SECTION 1. -The nome of this orgenization shall be the Republicen Party of Minnesota.
SECTION 2. The objects of the party shall be the maintenance of government of, by,
and for the people according to the constitution and laws of the United States and
the State of Minnesota, and the furtherance of such principles as may from time to
time be adopted by party conventions.

Article II

MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1. The membership of the party shall be composed of all voters of the State
of Minnesota who desire to support the obgects of the party.

'SECTION,Q. It shall be the duty of the several county committees to enroll all
members of the party within their respective counties, so far as practicable. The

form of enrollment shall be prescribed by the state execubive commitiee, and shall
be uniform throughout the state, but no qualifications for membership shall be
imposed except as provided by this constitubion. Opportunity for enrollment shall

‘be open at all times to all voters who are eligible for membership wnder Section 1

of this article.

SECTION 3. cOunﬁyréommittees may lnvite voluntary payment of dues by members of the
party within their respective counties, but payment of dues shall not be required as
& condition for membership.

SECTION 4. Nothing in this constitution shall be construed to deny or abridge the
rights of any voter to participate in any party caucus, primary or convention
wherein he is entitled by law to participate.

Article ITI
SECTION 1. A regular state convention of the party shall be held in each general
election year at such time and place as the state executive committee or the state
central committee may determine. Special state conventions may be called at such
other times and places and for such purposes as the state executive commitiee or the
state central committee may determine.

SECTION 2. State conventions shall be composed of the members of the state executive
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compittee as delegates at large and delepgates and slternates from the respective
conﬁ&ies of the state, apportioned upon such basis as the state executive commititee
or the state central committee may determine, provided, that the basis of apportion-
menty ghall be uniform throughout the state, and shall be based upon the gubernatorial
vote ¢ast during the last preceding election. Delegates and Alternates shall be
elected at county conventions; provided that the county chairmon and chairwomsn of
each county, however selected, shall be delegates and shall be included in the nurber
alloted, to the county. AlL state delegates and their alternates shall serve until
their successors are duly elected. All state, district and county delegates and
alternates shall be elected in general election years and shall hold office for a
term of two years or until their successors are duly elected.

SECTION 3. Congressional district conventions shall be held annually at the call of
the state executive comuittee, the state central committee, or the committees of the
respective districts, and at such other times and for such other purposes as the com~
mittee calling the conventions aay determine. The place of holding district conven-
tions in each district shall be determined by the district committee,

SECTION 4. District conventions shall be composed of delegates from the counbies of
the respective distriecbs, apportioned and elected at the county conventions held in
even-numbered years in like manner as delegates to state conventions, and including
the county chairmen and chalrwomen, provided, that in any district consisting of or
including a portion of a county, delegates from such portion to the district conven~
tion shall be selected in such manner at a caucus of the delegates representing such
portion as the county convention may determine, the county chairman and chairwomsn
to be included in the delegation of the portion in which they respectively reside.

SECTION 5. County conventions shall be held anhually at the call of the stabe execu-
tive committee, the state central committee, or the district committee, preceding
district and state conventions. Delegates to district and state conventions shall be
elected at the county conventions held in even-numbered yeers. Special county con-
ventions may be held at the call of the state executive committee, the state central
conmittee, or the county committees of the respective counties at such times and for
such purposes as the committee calling the same may determine. County conventions
shall be held at county seats unless otherwise determined by the respective county
committees. '

SECTION 6. County conventions shall be composed of delegates elected by the members
of the party in the respective election districts or obher subdivisions of the county;
provided, that in any city of the first class inbtermediate conventions composed of
delegates elected by the members of the party may be held in the respective wards or
other subdivisions of the city for the purpose of electing delegates to the county
convention, if so determined by the county committee. The number of delegates at each
county convention and the basis of their apportiomment shall be determined by the
county committee; prov1ded, that such basis shall be uniform throughout each county.

SECTION 7. Alternates may be elected for any convéntion delegates, to serve and vobe
in case of the absence or incapacity of delegates.

SECTION 8. The conventions herein provided for shall transect such business as is
specified by statute or in the call of the convention, and may transact such other
business as a majority of the convention may determine. Such conventions may endorse
candidates for public office, provided thet in case of a proposal for endorsement of
o candidate whose constituency is not coterminous with the territory of the conven-
tion, only those delegates vesiding within such constituency shall vote upon the
oroposal and endorsement of candidates shall be by majority vote 6f the delegates

2ligible to vote, except as specified in Section 9 of this Article.
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24 . Any candiduate for the office of United States Senator, and eny cendidate

: he state office of Governor; Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney
Genepal, Auditor, Treasurer ond Railroad snd Warehouse Commissioner may be granted
pre-primary endorsement by any state, distriet or county convention if he receives
60% of the vote of such convention. When more than one such candidate is nominated
for endorsement, none of them shall be voted upon separately and the candidacy of all

shall be submitted on each ballob. This section shall not affect the endorsement

rights or powers of eny convention except as set forth specificelly herein.
Article IV

STATE PARTY ADMINISTRATION

SECTION L. The general mauagement of the affairs of the party in the state shall be
vested in the stabte central comumittee, subject to the direction of the state conven-
tion. ,

SECTION 2. The state central committee shall consist of all the county chairmen and
chairwomen, the members of the state executive committee, and additional county repre-
sentatives elected as hereinafter provided. Fach county in which there were cast at
the last preceding election more than ten thousand votes for the Republican candidate
for governor shall be entitled to one additional representative on the state central
comnittee for each ten thousand votes or major fraction thereof cast for such candi-
date in excess of the first ten thousand vobes, such additional representatives to be
elected in the same manner as county chairmen and chairwomen. When a county loses

crepreséntation on the state central committee due to the election of one of its repre~

sentatives to an office in a digtrict or on the state central committee then the
county committee of his or her residence shall elect one additional member to the

gtate central committee for each such loss.

SECTION 3, The officers of the state party organization shall be a chaiyman, chair-
woman, first vice-chairman, first vice-chairwoman, second vice~chairman, second vige-
chairwoman, third vice-chairvman, third vice-chairwoman, secretary and treasurer.

They shall act as officers of the state cenbral committee and the state executive com-
mittee. It shall be within their power to organize or cause to be organized each
precinet in the state.

SECTION 4. The state varty officers and the national committeeman and national com-
mitteewoman shall constitute an execubive council and shall have the powers and duties
ustally incident to their respective offices, subject to the direction of the state
convention, the state central committee, and the state executive committee.

SECTTON 5. The state executive committee shall consist of the following:

a. State Party O0fficers;

b. National Committeeman and National Committeewoman;

c¢. District Chairmen and Chairwomen;

d. Chairmen and chairwomen of Hennepin, Ramsey and St. Louis counties;

e, Two additional representatives, of vwhom one shall be & man and one
shall be a woman, from each congressional district;

f. Twelve members at large of whom six shall be meun appointed by the
state chairman and six shall be women, appointed by the state chair-
woman, The appointment of the members at large shall be made with
the advice and consent of the other members of the execubtive committee
or a majority thereof;

g. The chairman and deputy chairman of the Minnesots Republican Finance
Commitiee;
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h.  The chairman and/or cheirvoman of each of the state-wide Republican
Auxiliory organizations which are the Minnesota Federation of Women's.
Republicon Clubs, the Minnesota Republican Workshop, the Young Repub-
lican League of Minnesots, and the Minnesota Federation of College
Republican Clubs;

i. Bach Republican state constitutional officer and each Republican
senator and representative in Congress, or his appointee, shall be
a member of the state executive committee for the durestion of his
term of office., Membership of such elected officials or their
appointees shall be subject to the spproval of the other members of
the state execubive committee or & majority thereof. Any such elected
official, or his appointee, may be removed by a two-thirds vote of
those present in eny meeting of the state executive committee. Any
such appointee may be removed at any time by the elected official
appointing him.

SECTION 6. The state execubive committee shall hove charge of the administration of
state party affairs, subject to the direction of the state convention and the state
central committee.

SECTION 7. Pollowing the district conventions in each odd-numbered year, a nomingting
committee composed of district cheirmen and chairwyomen, or district vice~chalrmen and
chairwamen, or bheir appointees shall meet and select a slate of candidates for each
state party office. In June of each odd-numbered year, the state central committee
shall meet at the call of the state chairmen, or any three of their own number, and
elect the state party officers from any members of the party; provided, however, that
‘the members~-at-large of the state central committee, referred to in Article IV, Sec-

tion 5 (£), shall not be entitled to vote at such election.

SECTION 8. In the year of each Presidential election, immediately after the state
convention which precedes the Republican National Convention, the state central com-
mittee shall meet and select @ national commitbeeman and a national committee-woman;
provided, however, that the members-at-large of fthe state cemtral committee referred
to in Article IV, Section 5 (f), and the representative members on the state central
committee referred to in Article IV, Section 5 (i), shall not be entitled to parti-
cipate in such election, ' '
SECTION 9, The statc party officers and the other members of the state executive
committee and the state central committee shall serve until their successors are
elected and qualified.

Section 10. District representatives on the State Execubive Committee and their
alternates shall be elected by the District Convention.

SECTION 1i. County vice-chairmen and vice-chairwomen shall be alternates for their

- respective chairmen and chairwomen on the state central committee, unless other

alternates have been elected by the respective county convenbions. Alternates shall
be selected for all members of the state central committee in the same manner as the
members of the state central committee are selected. In the event that any qualified
members and his or her alternate is unable to attend a meeting of the state central
comnittee, the county executive committee is authorized to appoint a substitute
member for that meeting.

SECTION 12. Meetings of the state central committee may be called by the chairman
or by the state executive committee or by any ten members of the state central com-
mittee, Written notice of each meeting shall be mailed to each member at least ten
days in advance.

iy,
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SECTION 13. Meetings of the state execubtive commitbee may be called by the chairman
or by eny five menbers of the commlittee., Written notice of each meeting shall be
mailed to each member ot least five days in advance.

SECTION 1k. The presence of either the chairman or the chairvomsn or an alternate
from each of at least one-third of the counties in the state shall be required to
constitute a guorum of the state central committee.

SECTION 15. No voting by proxy shall be permitied at any meeting of the state execu-~
tive committee. At any meeting of the state central committee, the membership present
from any one county may vote the total vote for that county. In the event the members
present are not in wnanimous agreement, each member present shall vote his propor-
tionate share of the total vote of the county. :

SECTION 16. No state party officers shall, by any official act or by the use of his
officiel position or influence, favor or promote the endorsement of any candidate for
public office at any parby convention, or favor or promote the candidacy at any
primary election of any candidate who has not been endorsed by the state convention
in the case of 8 state or national office, or by the convention or conventions of
the constituency in the case of o lesser office, Violation of this provision shall
be cause for removal.

Article V

DISTRICT PARTY ADMINTISTRATION

' SECTION l. The monagement of the affeirs of the party pertaining to each congres-

sional district sholl be vested in the district committee of such district, subject tc

the direction of the state central committee, the state executive committee, and the

~ district convention; provided, that the district committee shell have no Jurisdiction
over local affairs within the respective counties in the district.

SECTION 2. Each congressional district committee shall be composed of all the county
chairmen and chairwomen of the district, with alternates the same as for ‘the state
central committee, and the members of the district executive committee; provided that
‘in the Third, Fourth snd Fifth congressional districts;, the district committees shall
~be composed as provided by their respective district constitutions and/or by~laws.

SECTION 3. The officers of each congressional district committee shall be a chalrmen,
chairwyoman, vice-chairmen, vice~chairwoman, secretary, treasurer and such additional
officers as may be determined by each congressional district constitution and/or by-
laws.,

SECTION 4. The district executive committee shall comsist of the officers of the
digtrict committee and such additional members as provided by the respective district
constitutions and/or by-laws.

SECTION 5. The delegates to each district convention held in odd-numbered years shall
elect the officers of the district commitbee from any members of the party residing
within the district. The county chairmen and chairwomen and additional county repre-
sentabives on the district committee shall serve as the nominating committee for sgaid
convention. Where a districht consists of only a portion of a county, the officers of
the district committee shall be selected in odd-numbered years in such manner as the
district constitution and/or by-laws masy provide. '
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Article VI

COUNTY PARTY ADMINISTRATION

SECTION 1. The management of the affairs of the party within each county shall be
vested in the county committee of the county, subject to the direction of state and
district authorities as to matters within the scope of their respective functions;
provided; that organizers or other representatives of stabte or district authorities
shall not solicit memberships or funds within any county without the approval of the
county chairmen and chaixwomai.

- SECTION 2. 'The counby committee shall consigt of the county party officers and such

other members as the county convention may prescribe, The officers and other members
of the county. commitbtee shall be elected at each county convention held in odd-
numbered years; provided, bthat such county convention may provide for the selection
of such of'ficers and members in such obther manner as it may deem proper.

"~ SECTION 3. The officers of each counby organization shall be a chairman and a chair-

woman, & vice~chalrman and vice-chairwoman, a secretary, a treasurer, and such others
as bthe county convention may prescribe, and it shall be their duty bo organize or
couse to be organized each ward and/or precinct in their county.

SECTION 4, The county convention may’prdvide for a county execubive committee, of
such size as it deems proper, who shall be members of the county committee.

SECTION 5. The following form of county and local organization is recommended,
subject to such modifications as may be prescribed or authorized by the county con-
ventlon in each county:

(a) A choirman and chairwomen in each election preclnct shall be elected
~at the precinct ceucus, and provided that should such officers not
~ be elected at the precinct caucus such officers shall be selected
as the county convention or county committee may prescribe;

(b) The county committee to be composed of all said precinct chairmen
and chairyomen, the officers of the county commlttee, and the
nmembers of the county executive committee;

(¢) The county executive committee to consist of nine members, including
the officers.

Article VII

REMOVALS AND VACANCIES

SECTION 1. Any officer of the state central committee may be removed by a two-thirds
vote of those present at any meeting of the state central committee, :

SECTION 2. Any member at large on the state executive committee may be removed by
the appointing authority at any time.

SECTION 3+ Any district representative on the state executive committee, any officer
of & distriet commitiee, or any member of a district executive committee may be
removed by a two-thirds vote of all the members of the district committee.

SECTION 4.  Any county'representative on 8 district commitbee, any officers of a

e
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county committee, or any member of a county executive committee mey be removed by a
two~thirds vote of all the members of the county committee.

SECTION 5. WNotice of every proposal for removel by ony committee or other bhody of
the "pa"f%- y shell be included in the notice of the meeting, and the individual con-
cerned shall be served with a detailed statement of the cherges against him, at least
ten days prior %o such meeting.

SECTTION 6. All vacancies in party offices or committee memberships shall be filled

- for the unexpired term by the respective bodies or officers having power of election

or appointment, except in case of officers or members of district or county com-
mittees, which shall be filled by such commitbees. Unless otherwise expressly pro-
vided, all party officers and committee members shall serve until their successors

- are elected and qualified. In the event of g vacancy in the office of State Chairman

or State-Chairwoman, the state central committee shall meet within 30 days thereafter
to-elect a successor. '

SECTION 7. In the case of & vacancy in the office of any state or district chairman
or chairwoman or county_ghsirman -or chairwoman, the corresponding vice-chalrman or
vice~chairwomaﬂn/,sh&l-r"§erform the dubies of the office until the election of a
SUCCEes80Le "

Article VIIT

AMENDMENTS

SECTION 1. This constitution may be amended by a mejority vote by the delegates
present st any state convention, provided, that eny proposal for an amendment shall
be referred to a committee appointed for the purpose before it shall be voted upon
by the econvention..

- SECTION 2. Immediately following each regular state convention two persons shall be

appointed from each congressional district, by the district chairmen and chairwomen,

to serve as a state constitubtion committee. The chairman of this commititee shall be

appointed by the chairmen of the Stete Central Committee. This committee shall serve
through the next succeeding regular stabe convention. :

Article IX

GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 1.  Any body within the party orgenization may adopt and amend a constitution
and/or by-laws for its own government not inconsistent with this constitution.

SECTION 2. The right of special orgenizations having Republican affiliations to exist
and carry on their activities as they see fit, consistent with the objects, platforms,
and principles of the party, shall be recognized, and the organization of permanent
local clubs and organizations or party members for the purpose of holding meetings
and carrying on other activities in furtherance of party and public welfare shall be
permitted and encouraged; provided, that no such special or local organization shall
participate in party govermment or administration, and the activitieg of all such or-
ganlzations during election campaigns shall be coordinated with authorized party acti-
vitles and subject to the direction of the regularly constituted party authorities.

SECTION 3+ No person shall at the same bime be an officer of a district committee
and an officer of the gtate central commitiee.




