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CONSTITUTION 
of the 

REPUBLICAN PARTY 
of 

MIMJ.ITESOTA 

Revised to include amendments 
udopted up to nnd inclu~ing 

June 7, 1962 

Article I 

NAfvlE AND OBJECTS 

RECEIVED 

f,~8241965 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

SECTION 1. ~--The. _ _ll.O.l'.ll.$. of thi$ organization slw.11 be the Republican Po.rty of Minnesota. 

SECT-IO!J_? . .:.. The objects of the party shall be the rnainteoance of government of, by, 
and for the people acco.rdtng to the constitution and. 1aws of the United States and 
the State of' Minnesota, and the furtherance o:f' such principles as may from time to 
time be adopted by ~arty conventions. 

Article !I 

MEMBERSHIP 

SECTION l. The membership of' the party shall be composed of all voters of the State 
of Minnesota who desire to support the objects of the party. 

SECTION 2. It shall be the duty of the several county colllmittees to enroll all 
members of the party m.thin their respective counties, so far as :practicable. The 
form of enrollment shall be prescribed by the state executive committee, and shall 
be tmiform throughout the state, but no qualifications for membership shall be 
impO$ecl exce,Pt as provided by this c.onstitution, Opportunity for .enrollment shall 
be ap~n at all times to all voters who are eligible for membership under Section 1 
of this ~rticle. 

SECTION 3, County committees may invite voluntary poyment of dues by members of the 
party within their respective counties, but payment of dues shall not be required as 
u condition for membership. 

SECTION~- Nothing in this constitution shall be construed to deny or abridge the 
rights of any voter to I)e.rticipate in any :party caucus, primary or convention 
wherein he is entitled by law to participate. 

Article III 

CONVEm'IONS 

SECTION 1. A regular state convention of the party shall be held in each general 
election year a.t such time and place as the state executive committee or the state 
central committee may determine. Special state conventions may be called at such 
other times and ,Places and tor such put-poses as the state executive committee or the 
state central committee may determine. 

SECTION 2. State conventions shall be composed of the members 0£ the state executive 



conma:ttee as delegates o.t large and delegates and alternates from the respective 
colll1~~.$ of the state, apportioned upon such basis as the state executive committee 
or toe, state central committee may determine, provided, tha-t the basis of apportion
ment §hall 'be uniform throughout the state, and shall be based upon the gt\berna.tor:tal 
vote- t'!ast during the last preceding election. Delegates ana Alternates shall be 
elected ~t coup.ty conventions; provided toot the county che.irmo.n and chairwoman of 
ea.ch, county, howeve::r selected, shall be delegates and shall be included il'l. the m.unber 
allet~.to the county. All state delegates and their alternutes shall serve until 
their s~qcessors are duly elected. All state, district and county delegates and 
alternates shall. be elected in general election yea1•s ancl shall hold of'f'ice for a 
term of two years o:r until their successors are duly elected. 

SECTION 3. Congressional district conventions shall be held annually at the call of 
the state executive committee., the .state central committee, or the committees of the 
respective districts, and at such other times and for such other pur~oses as the com
mittee oo.lling the conventions my determine. The place of' holding district conven
tions in each district shall be determined by the district committee. 

SECTION 4. District conventions shall be composed of delegates from the counties- of 
the respective districts, apportioned and elected at the county conventions held in 
even-nwnbered years in like manner a.s delegates to state conventions, und including 
the county chairmen and chairwomen, provided, that i11 any district consisting of or 
including a portion of a county, delegates .from such portion to the district conven
tion sba,11 be selected in such manner at~ caucus of the delegates representing such 
portion as the county convention me,y determine, the county chairman and chairwoman 
to be included i.n iihe delegation of the :portion in which they respectively reside. 

SECTION 5. County conventions shall be held annually at the call of the state execu
ti¥e committee, the state central committee., or the district committee, preceding 
district and state conventions. Delegates to district and state conventions shall be 
elected e.t the county conventions held in even-numbered years. Special county con
ventions may be held at the call of the state executive committee, the state central 
committee~ or the eounty committees of the respective counties at such times and for 
such purposes as the comroittee calling the same may determine, County conventions 
sJ:w.ll be held at county seats unless otherwise determined by the respective county 
committees. 

SECTION 6. County conventions shall be composed of delegates elected by the members 
of' the party in the respective election districts or other s-ubdivisions of the county; 
provided., that in any city of the first class intermediate conventions composed of 
delegates elected by the members of the party may be held in the respective wards or 
other subdivisions of the city for the purpose of electing delegates to ·bhe county 
convention, if so determined by the county committee. The number of delegates at each 
county convention and the basis of their apportionment shall be deterinined by the 
county committee; provided, that such basiG shall be uniform throughout each county. 

SECTION 7. Alternates may be elected for any convention delegates, to serve and vote 
in case of the absence or incapacity of delegates. 

SECT!ON 8. The conventions herein provided for shall transact such business as is 
specified by statute or in the call of the convention, and may transact such other 
business as a majority of the convention mo.y determine. Such conventions may endorse 
candidates for public office, provided that in case of a proposal for endorsement of 
a candidate whose constituency is not coterminous with the territory of' the conven
tion, only those delegates residing within such constituency shall vote upon the 
?roposal and endorsement of candidatee shall be by majority vote 6f the delegates 
;ligible to vote, except as specified in Section 9 of this Article. 
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SEC!fr .2• Any ca.ndid.o.te for the of:f'ice of United States Senator, and any candidate 
for -~est.ate office of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney 
Genet~l, Auditor, Treasurer and Railroad and W~rehouse Commissioner may be granted 
pre"1}~imary endorsement by any state, district or county convention if he receives 
601/o ot the vote of such convention. When more than one such candidate is nomi:natea 
f-or endorsement, none of them shall be voted upcm separately and the co.ndidacy of all 
shall be submitted on each ballot. This section shall not affect the endorsement 
rights or powers of any convention e~cept as set forth specifically herein, 

Article IV 

STATE PARTY .ADMINISTRATION 

SECTIQN l. The general ma.1w.gement o:f' the affairs of the party in the state shall be 
vested in the state central committee, subject to the direction of the state conven
tion. 

SECTION 2. The state central committee shall consist of all the county qho.irmen and 
chairwomen, the membel:'s of iihe st~te executive co:mmittee, o.nd additional county repre
sentatives elected as hereinafter provided. Each county in which there were cast at 
the last preceding election more than ten thousand votes for the Republican candidate 
for governor shall be entitled to one additional representative on the state central 
committee for each ten thousand votes or major fraction. thereof cast for such candi
date in excess of the first; ten thousand votes, such additional representatives to be 
elected i.n the same manner as county chair.men and chairwomen. When a county loses 
representation on the st~te central committee due to the election of one of its repre~ 
sentatives to an office in a district or on the state central connnittee then the 
county committee of his or her residence shall elect one additional member to the 
state central committee for each such loss. 

SECTION 3, The officers of the state party organization shall be a. chairman, chair
woman, first vice-chairman, first vice-chairwoman, second vice-cb.airma.n, second vioe-
cha.:i,rwoman, third vice-chairman, third vice-chairwoman, secretary and treasurer. 
They shall act as officers of the state central committee and the state executive com• 
nti.ttee. It shall be within their power to organize or cause to be organized each 
precinct ;in the state. 

SECTION 4. The state party officers and the national committeeman ana national com
mitteewoman shall constitute an executive council and shall have the powers and dutie1; 
usually incident to their respective offices, subject to the direction of tb.e state 
convention, the state central committee, and the state executive committee, 

SECTION 5, The state executive co1nmittee shall consist of the f'ollowing: 

a. state Party Officers; 
b. National Com.mi tteeman and National Comlllitteewoman; 
c. District Chairmen and Chairwomen; 
d~ Chairmen and chairwomen oi' Hennepin, Ramsey and St. Louis counties; 
e. Two ad.di tional representa.ti ves, of whom one shall be a man and one 

shall be a woman, trom each congressional district; 
f'. Twelve members at large of whom six shall be men appointed by the 

state chai:rma,n and six shall be women, appointed by the state chair
woman. The appointment of the members at large shall be ruad.e with 
the adv-ice and consent of the other members of the executive committee 
or a majority thereof; 

g. The chairman and deputy chairman o:f the Minnesota Republican Finance 
Committee; 
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h. The cl-w.irma11 and/or cha.irwoman of each of the state-wide Republican 
Auxiliury orgunizations which are the Minnesota Federation of Women's 
Republico,11. Clubs, the Minnesota. Repttblica11 Workshop, the Young Repub-.. 
lican League of Minnesota, and the ~Iinnesota Federation of College 
Re_public8.n Cluhs ; 

i. Each Republican state constitutional officer o.nd each Republican 
senator and representative in Congress, or his appointee., shall be 
a member of the state executive committee for the duration o:t his 
term of office, Membership of such elected officials or their 
appointees shall be subject to the approval of the other members of 
the stv.te executive committee or a majority thereof. Any such elected 
official, or his appointee, may be removed by o two-thirds vote of 
those present in any meeting of the state executive committee. Any 
such appointee may be removed at any time by the elected official 
appointing him. 

GECTION 6. The sM,te executive coilllnittee shall ho.ve charge of the administration of 
state :party af;f'a.irs, subject to the direction of the state convention and the state 
central committee. 

SECTION 7. Following the district conventions in each odd-numbered year, a nominating 
comnti.ttee composed of district chairmen and chairwomen_, or district vice-chairmen and 
chairwomen, or their appointees shall meet and select a slute of candidates for each 
state party office. In June of each odd-numbered year, the state central committee 
shall meet at the call of the state chairman, or any three of their aw11 number, and 
elect the state ~arty officers from any members of the party; provided, however, that 
the members ... at-lurge of the state central committee, referred to in Article IV, Sec
tion 5 (:f'), shell not be entitled to vote e.t such election. 

SECTION 8. In the year of each ]?residential election, immediately after the state 
convention which preceaes the Republican National Convention, the state central cam
r.aittee shall meet and select a, national committeeman and a national committee-woman; 
provided, however, that the mem.bers-at-la.rge of the state central committee l'efeI'red 
·co in Article rv, Section 5 (f), and the represents.ti ve members on the state central 
committee referred to in Article IV, Section 5 (i)., shall not be entitled to parti
cipate in such election. 

SECTION 9. The state party officers and the other members of the state executive 
committee and the state central committee shall serve until their successors are 
elected and qualified. 

Section 10. District representatives on the State Executive Committee and their 
alternates shall be elected by the District Convention .. 

SECTION 11. County vice-chairmen and vice-chairwomen shall be alternates for their 
respecti v-e chairmen a.nd chairwomen on the state central committee., unless other 
ultetnates have been elected by the respective county conventions. Alternates shall 
be selected for alJ. me:mbers of the state central committee in the same raa.nner as the 
members of the state central committee are selected. In the event that any qualified 
members alld his o:r her alternate is unable to attend a meeting of the state central 
committee., the county e;x:ecutive committee is authorized to appoint a substitute 
member for that meeting. 

SECTION 12. Meetings of the state central committee may be called by the chairman 
or by the state executive committee or by any ten members o:f' the state central com
mittee, Written notice of each meeting shall be ma.iled to each member at least ten 
days in advance. 
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S~C~ION 13. Meetings of the state executive committee may be called by the chairman 
or iiy ·any five members of the committee. Written notice of each meeting shall be 
mailed to each member ut least five days in advance. 

SECTION 14. The presence of either the chairman or the cho.irwoman or an alternate 
from each of at least one-third of the counties in the state shall be requi~ed to 
constitute a quorum of the state central committee. 

SECTION 15. No voting by proxy shall be permitted at any meeting of the state execu
tive commi~tee. At any meeting of the state central committee; the membership present 
from any one county may vote the total vote for that county. In the event the members 
~resent are not in unanimous agreement, each member _present shall vote his propor
tionate she.re of the total vote of the county~ 

SECTION 16. No state l)S.rty officers shall, by any official act or by the use of his 
official position or influence, favor or promote the endorsement of any candidate for 
public of:f'ice at any party convention, or .favor or promote the ca.hdidacy at any 
primary el.ection of any candidate who has not been endorsed by the state convention 
in the case o:f' a state or national office, or by the convention o:r conventions oi' 
the constituency in the case of a lesser office. Violation o:f' this provision shall 
be cause for removal. 

Article V 

DISTRICT PARTY ADMINISTRATION 

SECTION l. The management of the affairs of the party pertaining to each congres
sional district sha.11 be vested in the district comm:ittee of such district, subject tc 
the direction 0£ the state central committee, the state executive conmu.ttee, and the 
district convention; :provided, that the district corrnnittee shall have no jurisdiction 
over local affairs within -the respective counties in the district. 

SECTION 2. Each congressional district conmrl,.ttee shall be composed of all the county 
chairmen and chairwomen of the district. With alternates the same as for the sto.te 
central committee., and the members of the district executive committee; provided that 
in the Third, Fourth and Fifth congressional districts, the district connnittees shall 
be composed as ~rovided by their respect~ve district constitutions and/or by-laws. 

SECTION 3. The officers of each congressional d.istric~ co1}mlittee shall be a chairman, 
cbairwoman, vice-chairman, vice-chairwolllan, secretary, treasurer and such additional 
officers as may be determined by each congressional district constitution and/or by~ 
laws. 

SECTION 4. The district executive committee shall com3ist of the officers of the 
district committee e.nd such additional members as provided by the respective district 
constitutions and/or by-laws. 

SECT:CON 5,. The delegates to each district convention held in odd-numbered years shall 
elect the officers of the district committee from any members of the party residing 
within the district. The county chairmen and chairwomen and additional com1ty repre
sentatives on the district committee shall serve as the nominating committee for said 
convention. Where a district consists of only a portion of a county~ the officers of 
the district connnittee sh.all be selected in odd-numbered years in such ma.nner as the 
district constitution and/or by 0 laws may provide. 
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Article VI 

COUNTY PARTY .ADMINISTRATION 

SECTION l. The management of the o.f:f'airs of the party within each co-unty she.lJ. be 
vested in~'the county committee of the county., subject to the direction of state and 
district authorities as. to matters within the scope of their respective functions; 
provided, that organizers or other representatives of state or district authorities 
shall not solicit memberships or funds within any county without ·the approval of the 
county chairman and chairwoman. 

SEO:rJ'.ON 2. The county committee shall consist of the county party officers and such 
other members o.s the county convention may prescribe. The officers and other inembers 
of the county committee shall be elected at each county convention held in odd
numbered years; provided, that such county convention may provide for the selection 
of such officers and members in such other manner as it may deem proper. 

SECTION 3. The officers of each county organization shall be a chairroan and a chair
woman, a vice-chairman and vice-chairwoman, a secretary, a treasurer, and such others 
as the county convention may prescribe, and it shall be their duty to organize or 
cause to be organized ea.ch ward and/or precinct in their county. 

SECTION 4. The county convention may provide for a county executive committee, of 
such size as it deems proper, who shall_ be members of the county co.mmi ttee. 

SECTION 5. The following form of county o.nd local organization is recommended., 
subject to such modifications as may be prescribed or authorized by the county con~ 
vention in each county~ 

(a) A chairman and chairwoman in each election precinct shall be elected 
at tlle precinct oe.ucus., and provided that should such officers not 
be elected at the precinct caucus such officers shall be selected 
as the county convention or county committee may prescribe; 

(b} The county committee to be composed of all said precinct chairmen 
and chairwomen, the officers of the county co:mmittee, and the 
members of the county executive committee; 

(c) The county executive committee to consist of ni11e members, including 
the officers. 

Article VII 

REMOVALS AND VACANCIES 

SECTION 1. Any officer o:f' the state central committee may be removed by a two-thirds 
vote of those ~resent at any meeting of the state central committee. 

SECTION 2. Any member e.t large on the state executive committee may be removed by 
the appointing authority at any time~ 

SECTION 3. Any district representative on the state executive comntl.ttee, any officer 
of~ district committee, or any member of a district executive committee may be 
removed by a two-thirds vote of all the members of the district committee. 

SECTION 4. Any county representative on a district committee, any officers of a 
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county co1Illilittee, or any member of a county executive committee may be removed by a 
two...;t;b;Lrds vote of all the members of the county comruittee. 

SEC':VION 5. Notice of every proposal for removal by c.ny comrni ttee or other body of 
the pa?Sy shall be included. in the notice of the meeting, a.nd the individua1 con
cerned shall be served with a detailed statement of the charges against him, at leust 
ten days prior to such meeting. 

SECTION 6. All vacancies in party offices or committee memberships shall be filled 
:f'or the unexpired term by the respective bodies or officers havi11g power of election 
or appointment, except in case of officers or members of district or county com
mittees, which shall be filled by such committees. Unless otherwise e~pressly ~ro
vided, all party officers and co!J¥Dittee members sha.11 serve until their successors 
are elected and qualified. In the event of a vacancy in the office of State Chairman 
or Sta.te-e~n, the state central committee shall meet within 30 days thereafte~ 
to ~elect a successor. 

SECTION 7.. In the case of a vacancy in the office of any state or district chairman 
or chairwoman or county:~chaiT.man,or c4airwoman, the corresJ;]Ollding vice-chairman or 
vice•cbairwoma~erform the.~& of the office until the election of a 
succes.sOJ::,.,, ..... -~·· 

Article VIII 

AMENDMENTS 

SECTION 1. This constitution llla.Y be amended by a majority vote by the delegates 
present at any state convention, provided, that any ~roposal for an amendment shall 
be referred to a committee appointed ~or the purpose before it shall be voted upon 
by the convention. 

SECTION 2. Innnedis;bely following each regular state convention two J;)ersons shall be 
appointed from each congressional district, by the district chairmen and chairwomen, 
to serve as a state constitution committee. lhe chairman oi' this coJllJllittee shall be 
appointed by the chairman oi' the State Central Comrni ttee. This committee shall serve 
through the next succeeding regulo.r state convention. 

Article IX 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION 1.,. Any ·body w:t.thin the ;party organization may adopt and amend a constitution 
and/or by-laws for its own government not inconsistent with this constitution. 

SECTION 2, The right of special organizations having Republican affiliations to exist 
and carry on their activities as they see fit, consistent with the objects, platform.s, 
and ~rinciples of the ,party, shall be ~ecognized, and the organization of permanent 
local clubs and organizations or party members for the pur~ose of holding meetings 
and carrying on other activities in furtherance of party and public welfare shall be 
peniu.tted and encouro.ged.; J:)l:'oVided1 that no such special or local organization shall 
participate in :party government or administration, and the activities of all such or
ganizations during election campaigns shall be coordinated with authorized party acti
vities and subJect to the direction of the regularly constituted party authorities. 

SECTION 3, No person shall at the same time be an officer of a district committee 
and an of'f-icer o;f the .state central committee. 


