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In response to a Chartor Cornmi$sion proposaljl the City Council 
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AME:NDMEN!f ll !fO TEE HOME RULE 
CB'.ARTEB Oll' TEE cm OF ROBBINSDAUl 

lo The Bome Ru1e Charter of the City of Robbinsdale, as amended., is 

hereby amended to provide for a council-ma.:oager fOJ:m of goverllment as folloi1s: 

A.. Sect:1.on 3 is amended to read as ~o~s: 

Section 3. FORM OF GOVERNMENTo The form of government established 
by tbis cba.rter shall be known as the ~'couneil-ms.nager plan-." All 
pcn,ers of tlle city, unless otherwise provided in this charter P shall 
be exercised by the city council or under its control. The city 
council sball have com:,plete control over the city administration, 
but shall exercise this control. exclusive:cy through tbe city manager 
and sball. not itself a.ttem,pt to perform any administrative 1rork. 

Jh Chapter 'IV :La amended. to reed as follows: 

CB'AP.I.1ER IVo 
City Council. 

Section 339 BOARDS. The city couneil. shall itself bep and shall 
per:f'or.lll the duties and exercise the pow·ers of the local 'board of 
bea.lth, perk board, sinld.rig fund commission, and city planD.:l.ng 
commission·. It may, however, create tem,porary commissions ,Tith 
advisory pcmers to investigate e:n.y sUbjeet of interest to the 
muntci;pa.lity;• and also a commission to prepare a. oity plan subject 
to the approval of the city eounail. 

Section 340 INOOMPATIBIE OF.FICES., No member of the couooil. under 
this charter shall lloJ.d e:ny other paid office or employment under 
the city; and until one year after the ex,p:Lra.tion of his term as 
mayor or .el.d.el'lnan under tbis charter, no former member shall be 
appointed to any pa.id office ot employment under the c:t ty 'irhich 
office or employment vas created or the· emoluments ot 'trbicb 't1'8l'e 
increased during bis term a.s counoilmel.n. 
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Section 35 o PBESIDING OFFICER., The lllEcy'Or shall be the president 
of the counoii and shall preside at all meetings of the councilo 
At the first regular meeting of the council in each odd-numbered 
year; tbe council shall elect one of its members president pro tem., 
Such president pro tem shall preside a.t tbe meetings of the counc:::U 
:Ln the absence of the mayor and shall, during the absence of the 
rucyor from the city or during his disab:UitY.11 be acting me.yor 
'ldth full power ss mayor• The mayor shall be recognized e.s the 
official head of the city fo:t> all. ceremonial purposes, by the 
courts for the purpose of serv;µig FOCesses., alld by the governor­
for purposes of martial lawo 

Section 36., SECRE'J'!ARI OF COUNCIL AND CI'fi ATTORNEY o The counail 
shall. choose and may remove a. secretary, the city attorney, and 
such other officers and employees a.s may be nacesaa.ry to serve st 
its meetings o The secretary shall keep the journal of minutes or 
proceedings and such othe.rrecords and perform such other duties 
as mq be required by this .charter or by vote of the councilo The 
council may designate en:y official or employee of the city, except 
the city manager or a. melliber of tbe coUUQil., to a.at as seoretary 
of the COUDail .. 

Section 37., C0Ol\"O!L MEETIIDS o All meetings of the council sbaU 
'be held at the city hall and shall be open to the public., The council 
shall. keep a journal of its proceedings, ·which shall be a public 
recordo A summary of. the proceed:I.Dgs ot the counc::il shall be 
published in the official newspaper., The counc::il shall bold at 
least tvro regul.ar meetings ea.ell month and may bold other meet:tngs 
as provided by its ru1eso The first regular meeting of ea.ch council. 
sba.ll be heJ.d. on the first business day of the yee:r: in which such 
council takes otticea At 8IJ3 meeting of the cOUllCil a. majority of the 
members shall constitute a quorum, but a sm.al.ler number ~ e,dJou.i-n 
i'rom t:f.me to time. 

Section 38. INVESTIGATION OF CITX .AFFAIRSo Tbe council and the 
city manager., or either of them1 and 8Jl:1 otticer or officers 
forme.:JJ:y authorized by them,.. or either of them, shall have ~r · 
to make investigations into the city's affairs., to subpoena. 'Witnesses., 
administer oe.the., and compel the produation of books, papers, and 
other documentary ev:Ldence. The council shall. provide fctr an audit 
o:f' the city accounts a.t lea.st once a. year by the state department 
:tn cha.rge of such work, or by a, certified public a.ccountanto lI'be 
counoil may at e».y time provide for a,n exam,nation or audit of the 
accounts of arr.:, officer or department of city government., and :Lt 
may ca.use to be ma.de· any survey or research stuey of 8JJY subject 
Of lnUllicipa.J. concerno. . 
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section 39. :tm1.!llRli'li:a:E::NCE WITH ADMINISTRATION'o Except as othenl'ise 
provided in this charter., nei tber the council nor any of its members 
shall dicta.te the a.ppo:Lntment of e:ay person to ottice or employment 
'by the city manager, or in S:flY me.n.ne:r interfere with the city manager 
or prevent him from exercisi.Dg bis own judgment 1n the appointment 
of officers and employees in the administrative service., but this 
sha.ll. not be construed to prohibit the council from passing orMnencP.s 
for establishil:lg a merit systemo Except for the purpose of inq~., 
the council and its members shall deal. 'With and conttol the a.dmillistra:tive 
service solely through the city manager., and. neither the council :nor 
s.cyme.mber thereof shall give orders to @y of the subordinates of 
the city manager.P either publicl:y or privately. 

seetion 4oo ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS. Except as otherwise · 
:prov.Lded in this charter, all legislation shall be by ordinance. 
Every ora:Jt.1ance and resolution shall be presented in m-iting and 
read 1n full at a council meeti.Dg., except that ordinances and 
resolutions adopted by'refere:nce as provided in Section 43 need 
not be read in full. The reading o:f' a resolution ma:y be dispensed 
with by nnan:Jmous consent. All administrative business may be 
transacted by ~ motion. Upon the final passage of all 
ordinances and resolutions the ayes and noes shall. be recordedo 
A majority vote of a.ll the members of the council shall. be required 
for the passage of all ordinances and resolutions except as other­
mse providad in this cba..~er o 

Section 41., EN.~TING OLA.USEo The enacting els.use of aJ.1 ordinanl!es 
sba.U be in the 't-l'Ords: 11iilie City of R,obbinsdale ordain.so tt 

section 42.. FILING AND READING ORDINANCESo Every ord:lnence or 
resolution other than an emergenay ord1nance or resolution shall 
ba.ve readings at -mro regul..ar meetings and a:t lea.st fi-ve days shall 
elapse between the first and second r ea.clings thereof. Every O""d:iDanae 
or resolution authorizirig tlie maldng of e:ny contra.ct involvillg 
a liability on the part of the city in excess of five hundred 
dollars shall remain on file in the office of the city clerk at 
lea.st one 'week after its introduction before its final passage 
except an emergency o,:,d1nance or resolution. An emergency ord.ina:1:2.oe 
or resultion is one for th~ immediate preservation of the public 
peace, heal-:a morals., safety, or welfare, in which the emergency 
is defined dealeJ:ed ~n a preamble thereto., separately voted 
upon. Suah preamble shall receive the af'i'irmative vote of tour­
fifths of the members 'of the council. No grant · of any franchise 
shall be construed to be an emergeMy ord~nencP.. An emergency 
ordinance or resolution may be enacted without pJ;"evious filing, 
and .9n the same day on which it is introduced. 
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Section 430 S!GNA'rORE AND PUBLICATION OF ORDINANOESo Every ord:ll'lalloe 
sbaD. be E!igned. by the mayor I or in his absence by tlle president 
pro tem of; the council., attested _by the city cl.erk, published 1dtbin 
twenty da.ys after its passage by the co~il and recorded by the city 
clerk in a. properl:y indexed book kept by bim for that purposeo Every 
o:rdinance not so published and recorded shall be voido :Provided that 
ex,::, a.dfflinjstra.tive rule or regula.tion of aJJY depal'tment of the State 
of Minnesota affecting the city,, or a:IJ.Y statute of Mimlesota.1 or~ 
published code I specific~t:LollS . ar regulations p:r.-epared by a.n official. 
or unofficial organization for general circulation and use,, may be 
adopted and :tnaorpora.ted by refereiroe thereto in an ordinanae and 
by marking three copies thereof as "offic:tal copies 11 and filitlg them 
for reference alld inspection in the offiae of the city clerk~ and 
the publication requirements hereof sball be fully satisfied in 
suah cases by this method as if the said material had. been set forth 
:1n the ordiDanee in f'uJ.l. 

Section 440 WEEN ORDINANCES .Alm RESOLUTIONS TAKE EFFECT. All 
ordinances except emergency ordina.ooes shall take effect upon 
the:J.r passage 8lld publication unless a later date is fixed therein., 
in which event they shall take effect at such later dateo The 
council may provide in any ordinance that the same shall not go 
into effect until approved by a. majority of those voti?lg U!)On 
the question of' its approval a.t a regular election or at a special 
election called tor that 'purpose in the manner providedo- Sueh an 
ordina.nc:e, if so approveaby the voters, shall. go iuto effect 
u;pon the completion ot the official canvass of the vote thereon 
bi the aouhcil, unlese a. ls.te,: date is desigile.ted therein., 
Resol.utions ~halJ. take effect u;pon their pa.ssageo 

Section 45. REVISION AND CODIFICATION OF ORDINANCESo Tbe 
ordinances of the city may from time to time, by a. single 
ordina.noe, be revised, rearranged and coaified and exry- nerr matter 
may be added wbich may be deemed necessary by the council,. Such 
revision and coclifice.tion ma::, be published in book form and such 
publication shell be held to be a sufficient ;publication of aU 
of the ordinanaes contained therein. Every such book shall contain 
a. printed certif:Lce.te of the mayor and city olerk that the publication 
is correct,; and such book so published shall be received in evidence 
in eJJy court.for the :Purpose of providing the ordinances therein 
contained the same a.na. tor the same purpose as the origitlal O:l"d1na.nces, 
books, minutes, or journals, vould be received. . 

1 
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Co A neu Cba.pter V shall be added and sbal.l read as f'ollotrs: 

Cl!APJ:.E:R Vo 
Administration of City Mfairs 

Section 46,, CITY MANAGERo T.be city manager shall be the chief' 
administrative officer o:t the ?i.ty. He shall be chosen by the 
council solely on tbe basis of his training, ex_perience and 
administrative quaJ.:ii'ica.tioJ;IS. ~e choice shall not be limited 
to inhabitants of the city or state,, The city lJlal:lager shall be 
appointed for an indefinite period, and he sbal.J. be rem.ovable by 
the council a.t ~ time o . If removed at any time after one ye93: of 
service he may dema.nd. m-i tten charges and a public bearing on the 
same before the counaU pr:l.or to the date on which his final 
remova.l shall take effect, but pending and. duriDg such hearing 
the council may suspend him from office. Durillg the absence or 
disability of the city manager the duties of his o:U:Lce shall be 
performed by som.e proper~ qualified person designated by the 
council. · · 

Section 47 • POWERS AND DUTIES OF CITY MANAGEao Subject . to the, 
provisions of this charter and atJ.y regulations consistent ther6lr.l.th 
which 'UJJ3:Y be adopted by the couno:Ll, the city ma.na.ger shall control 
and direct the administration of the cityfls a:f.'fairs. Re shall ha.ve 
the powers enumerated in the following subdivisions of this section. 

(J.) Re sball see that this charter, the ordSnances and 
reao1ut:tons of the city, and the la.1vs of the city, state and 
Xlation are el'l:f'orceda 

{2) Except as in this charter othe:r:rcl.se provided, he shall 
anoint, suspend and remove, subJect· to applica.b1e ordinances"' the 
city clerk, heads of departments and other city officers and. 
employees. All appo:tntm.ents shall. be on the basis of merit e.ncl 
:f'itnese. alone. Em;ployees shall be removed on:1¥ for suf'.l'ic:.l.ent 
cause after a reasonable notice and hearing. , 

(3) Re shall not appoint or remove the fire chief or members 
of the fire department. . 

( 4) Re sllall on the da.te of the f'irst regu:la.r meeting of the 
council'in each odd-numbered year appoint a physicia.:a as health 
officer, who shall ha.ve SUQb power and perform such dttties as :mq 
be provided by the laws of the state, or by the ord1na:oaes or 
resolutions of the c:ouna:Ll. · 



(5) Re shall exercise control over all departments and 
divisions of city administration created 'by this charter or which 
may 'be hereafter created by the councilo 

(6) He shall attend aJ.l meetings of the council, with the . 
right to take part in the discussions 'but having no vote; 'but the 
council may at its discretion exclude him from meetings a.t which ,, 
the ma.tmer of his administration of his office :ts consideredo 

(7) Re shall ·recommend. to the coU).'l(:il for adoption such 
measures as be ms:, deem necessary for the 'lvel.f are of the l?eople 
and the efficient administration of the city8s a.ftairso 

(8) He shall prepare the annua1 'budget and submit it to the 
council. and be responsible for its administration and. enforcement 
after adoption; prepare and swmit ·to the council at the end 
of the fiscal year a. complete report on the finances and 
administrative activities of the city for the prececling yea:r; a.na. 
keep the council advised. of the :f.'izlanaial condition and :future 
needs of the city. 

(9) He shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed 
by this. charter or required of him by ordinances or resolutions 
adopted by the counc11. 

Section 480 DEPAR~ OF ADMINISTRATION o The council may create 
such departments, divisions I and bureaus i'or the a,dm;hrl.stration of 
the city•s a:ffa.irs as 1tiJ!J:Y" seem necessary, and. from. time to time 
alter their powers and orga.n:tzationo 

Section 490 SUBORDINATE OFFICERS. There shall be a. city clerk 
and such other officers subordinate to the city manager as the 
counail lila:y create by ordinance. The city clerk shall be subject 
to the d:lrection of the city ~er and shall have such duties 
in connection -with the keeping of tl:l' :public records 1 the custody 
and d.isburs~ment of the public funds, a.nd the general ad.ministration 
of the city•s affairs as shall 'be ordained by the council or provided 
by law. He may 'be designated to act as secretar., of the council 
and. a.lso as treasurero The oou:nci1 lila:y 'by ordinance abolish ottices 
which have been created by ordinance, and may combine the duties of 
various offices as it may see fit. 
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D. Chapters V through JX, inclusive, shall be renumbered a.s Chapters 

VI through X o 

E. Sections 4 7 thro~ 100, :inclusive, shall be renumbered as 

Sections 50 through 1030 

F ·" The following Sections sha.ll be amended to include reference 

to other Sections as renumbered: 

1) renumbered Section 55, containing reference to 0Section 5011 

sha.11 be am~nded to refer to "Section 53" o 

2) renumbered Section 57, containing reference to "Section 65" · 
.. ,sha.11 be amended to refer to "Section 6811 

.. 

3) renumbered Section 64, subsection (d), containing reference 
to "Section 63 11

, shall be amended to refer to "Section 6611
0 

4) renumbered Section 69, subsectibn (4), containing reference to 1 

''Section 6511 shall be amended to refer to "Section 68" • 

. 5) renumbered Section 72A, containing reference to 11Section 6911
, 

shall be .~nded to refer to "Section 72" .. 

6) renumbered Section 86, subsection (l), containing reference to 
"Sections 77 to 84", shall be amended to refez, to ,"Sections 80 
to 8711

0 r 
7) renumbered Section 86, subsect:ton·'(2), containing reference to 

"Section 8211
, shall be amended to r.ef'er to "Section 8511 

o \ 
' ' 

G. Renumbered Chapter VI entitled TB.ltation and"Finance including 

renumbered Sections 50 through 69 inclusive, and renumbered Sections 70 and 90 

shall be amended by deleting the terms "city clerk" and "clerk11 wherever they 

may appear and by substituting therefor the term "city manager11 
i, 

2o Upon adoption of this proposed Amendment by the voters of t~e 

City of .Robbinsdale, it shall take effect on March l, 1965Q 
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