Approved by
BLAINE CHARTER COMMISSION
September 30, 1964 \
and by
BLAINE VILLAGE COUNCIL

October 1, 1964

CHAPTER 1 )

Name Boundaries, Powers, and

General Provisions.
. Section 1.01. Name and boundar-
ies. The Village of Blaine, in the
County of Anoka, State of Min-
nesota, shall, upon the taking ef-
fect of this_charter, continue to be
a municipal corporation, under the
name and_ style of the City of
Blaine, with the same boundaries
as now are or hereafter may be
established.

Section 1.02. Powers of the city.
The City shall have all powers
which it may now or hereafter he
possible for a municipal corpora-
tion in this state fo exercise in
harmony with the constitutions of
this state and of the United States.
It is the intention of this charter
that every power which the people
of the City of Blaine might law-
fully confer upon theinselves, as
a_ municipal corporation, by spe-
cific enumeration in  this charter
shall be deemed to. have been
$ad conferred by thé vrovisions of
this section. This charter shall be
construed liberally in favor of the
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city, and the specific mention  of
particular powers in the charter
shall not be construed as limiting
in any way the generality of the
?owaé herein sought to be con.
erred,

Section 1.03, Charter a public.

act. This charter ghall be a public
act and need not bhe pleaded or

proved in any case. It shall take-

effect thirty days from and after
its adoption by the voters,

CHAPTER 2
Form of Government

Section 2.01. Form of govern.
ment, The form of government es-
tablished Dby this charter is the
“Council-Manager Plan”. The
council shall exercise the. legisla:
tive power of the city and deter.
mine” all matfers of policy. The
city manager shall he ‘the head of
the administrative branch of the
city government and shall he re-
sponsible to the council for the
proper . administration of all af-

fairs relating to the city.
Section 2.02. Boards and coms
missions, There shall be no sep.
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araté administrative hoard of
health, library board, park board,
or any other administrative board
or commission, except for the ad-
mijnistration of a function joinily
with another political subdivision,
The council shall itself be and
perform the duties and exercise
the  powers of such boards and
commissions, The couneil may,
however, establish boards or com-

" missions to advise the council with

respect to any muniecipal funetion
or activity, to investigate any sub-
ject of interest to the cily, or to
perform quasi-judicial funetions.

Section” 2.03. Elective Officers.
The coungil shall be composed of
a mayor and four (4) councilmen
who shall be qualified electors of
the City of Blaine, and who shall
be elected at large., Each coun.
cilman, including the mayor, shall
serve for a term of two (2) years
and until his successor is eleeted
and qualifies. The terms of of-
fice of all members of the council
at the time of adoption of this
charter shall end on their normal
expiration dates with the excep-
tion of the councilman who is
elected for a three year term in
the same year thig charter is
adopted. Saild councilman’s term
shall expire December 31st, iwo
years after adoption of this char-
ter, The successful candidate for
the office of clerk shall assume
the office of councilman upott the
adoption of this charter. .

Section 2.04. Incompatible - Offi.
ees, No member of the council
shall be appointed city manager,
nor shall any member hold any
paid municipal office or employ-
ment under the city; and until
one year after the expiration of
his terin as mayor or couneil
man no former member shail be
apf;lvointed to any paid appointive
office or employment under the
city, which office or employment,
wag created or the emoluments of
which were increased during his
term as councilman,

Section 2.05. Vacanciés in the
council. A vacancy in the council
shall be deemed to exist in case
of the failure of any person elected
thereto to qualify ‘on or beifore
the date of the second regular
meeting of the new council, or by
reason of the death, resignation,
removal from office, removal from
the cily, continuous absénee from
the city for more than three
months, or conviction of a felony
of any such person whether bég-
fore or after his qualification, or
by reason of the failure of any
councilman without gond cause fo
perform any of the duties of mern-
bership in the council for a period
of two months. Int each such -case
the coiineil shall by resolution de:
clare such vacancy o exist and
shall forthwith appoint an eligi-
ble person to fill the same until
January 1 following the next regu-
lar municipal election, when the
office shall be filled for the unex-
pired term,

Section 2,06, ‘The Mayor, The
mayor shell be the presiding of-
ficer of the council, except that
the eouncil shall choose from its
members a president pro tem who
shall hold office at the pleasure
of the council and shall serve as
president in the mayor's absence
and as mayor in case of the may-
or's disability or absence from
the city. The mayor shall have a
vote as a member of the council,
He shall exercise all powers and
perform Il duties conferred and
imposed upon him by this charter,
the ordinances of the city, and
the laws of the siaie. He shall be
recognized as the official head
of the city for all cefemonial pur-
poses, by the courts for the pur-
pose of serving civil process, and
by the governor for the purpose
of martial law. He shall report to
the council any neglect, derelic-
tion of duty, or waste on. the part
of any officer or department of
the city., In time of public danger
or emergency he may with the
consent of the council, take com-
mand of the police, maintain or-
der and enforce the law.

Section - 2.07, Salaries. The
monthly salary of each of the
councilmen shall be $75.00 per
mornth, and the monthly salary of
the mayor shall be $100 per mornth

.until changed by ordinance, bub

shall not e increased during the
current term of office of the coun-
cilmen or mayor at the time of
enactment of such ordinance. The
mayor and councilmen, in addition
to the above salaries, shall be
paid a reasonable sum for each
day and their reasonable expenses
incurred while traveling outside
the city on the city’s business.

Section 2.08. Investigation of city
affairs, The council and the city
manager, or either of them, and
any officer or officers formally
authorized by them or either of
them, shall have power to make
investigations into the city's al-
fairs, to subpoena wilnesses, ad-
minister oaths and compel the
production of books and papers.
The couneil shall provide for an
audit of the city's accounts at
least once a year by the state de-
partment in charge of such work
or by a certified public account-
ant. The council may at any time
provide for an examination or au-
it of the accounts of any officer
or department of the city govern-
ment and it may cause fo be
made any survey or research
study of any subject of municipal
concern.

Section 2,09, Interferences with
administration. The council ma
by ordinance establish the merit
system in all or part of the city
administration, but neither the
council nor any of ifts members
shall dictate {he appointment of
any person fo oifice or employ-
ment by the city manager, or m
any manner interfere with the city
manager or prevent him from ex-
ercising his own judgment in the
appoiniment of officers and em-
ployees in the administrative serv-
ice. Ixcept for the purpose of in-
quiry the council and its mem-
bers shall deal with and control
the administrative service solely
through the city manager, and
neither the council nor any mem-
bexr thereof shall give orders to
any of the subordinates of the
city manager, either publicly or
privately.

CHAPTER 3
. Procedure of Council

Section 3.01. Council meetings.
On the first business day of Fan-
uary following a regular munici»
pal election, the council shall meet
at the usual place and time for the
holding of ecouncil meetings., At
this time the newly elected mem.-
bers of the council shall assume
their duties. Thereafter the coun-
cil shall meet at such times each
month as may be prescribed by
ordinance or resolution., The may-
or or any three members of the
council may call special meetings
of the council upon at least twelveé
hours’ notice to each member of
the council. Such notice shall be
delivered personally to each mem-
ber or shall be left at his usual
place of residence with some re.
sponsible person. All official meet-
ings of the council shall be public,
and any citizen shall have ac-
cess to the minutes and records
thereof at all reasonable times.
_Section 3.02, Secretary of Coun-
cil. The council shall choose and
may remove & secretary of the
council. The council may desig-
nate any official or employee of
the city, except the city manager
or a member of the couneil, {o
act as secretary of the council,
The secretary shall keep a jour-
nal of the council proceedings,
and keep such other records and
perform such other duties as may
be required by the charter or by
vote of the council, The couneil
shall choose such other officers
and employees as may be neces-
sary to serve at iis meetings.-

Section 3.03. Rules of procedure
and guortm, The council ghall de-
termine its own rules and order
of business, A majority: of all
members elected shall constitute
a quorum to do business, but a
smaller number may adjourn from
time to time. The council may
by ordinance provide a means hy
which a minority may eompel the
attendance of absent members.
_Section 3.04, Ordinances, resolu-
tions, and motions, Except as in
this ~charter otherwise provided,
all legislation shall be by ordi-
nance. The aye -and no vote on
ordinances, resolutions, and mo-

tions shall be recorded unless the
vote is unanimous. An affirmative
vote of a majority of all members
of the council shall be required for
the passage of all ordinances and
resoluiions, except as otheorwise
provided in this chapter. .
Section 3.05. Procedure on ordi-
nangees. The enacting clouse of all
ordinances passed by the council
shall be in the words, 'The cily
of Blaine does ordain.” Bvery or-
dinance shall he presented in writ-
ing and shall have one public
reading in full at the meeting at
which it is introduced. No ordi-
nance except an emer%ency ordi-
nance shall be passed at_the meet-
ing .« whieh it is introduced, nor
before the next regularly scheduled
meeting of the coluincil, )
Section 3.06. Emergency ordi-
nances, An emergency ordinance is
an ordinance necessary for the im-
mediate preservation of the public
peace, health, morals, safety or
welfare in which the emergency
is defined and declared in a pre-
amble thereto, and is adopted by
a vote of at least four (4) mem-
bers of the council. No prosecu-
tion shall be based upon the pro-
visions  of any emergency ordi-
nance until 24 hours after the or-
dinance has been filed with the
city c¢lerk and posted in ihree
conspicuous places or until the or-
dinance has™ been published, un-
less the person charged with vio-
lation had actual notice of the pas-
sage of the ordinance prior to the
act or omission complained of.
Section 3.07, Procedure on reso-
lutions, Every resolution shall be
presented in writing and read in
full before a vote is taken there-
on, unless the reading of a resolu-
tion is dispensed with by unani-
mous consent, |
Section 3.08, Signing and publi-
cation of ordinances and resolu-
tions. Every ordinance or resplu-
tion passed bg the council shall
he signed by the mayor or by two
other members, attested by the
city clerk and filed and preserved
y_him. Every ordinance shall be
published at least once in the
afficial newspaper. To the extent
and in the manner provided by
law an ordinance may incorporate
by reference a statute of Minneso-
ta, a state administrative rule or
regulation, a code, or ordinance
or part thereof without publishing
the material referred to in full,
Section  3.09. ‘When - ordinances
and resolutions take effect, A res-
olution on an emergency ordi-
nance shall take effect immediate-
ly upon its pasgage or at_such
later date as is fixed in it, Every
other ordinance shall take effect
thirty (30) days after publication
or at such later date as is fixed
therein, Every ordinance and reso-
lution adopted by the voters of
the city shall take effect immedi-
ately upon its adoption, or at such
later time as is fixed therein,
Section 3.10. Amendment and re-
peal of ordinances and resolutions.
Every ordinance or resolution re-
pealing a previous ordinance or
resolution or section or subdivision
thereof shall give the number, if
any, and the title of the ordinance
or resolution to be repealed in
whole or in part, No ordinance or
resolutioni or section of subdivision
thereof shall be amended by ref-
erence to the litle alone, but such
an amending ordinance or resolu-
tion shall set forth in f{ull each
section or subdivision to be amend-
ed and shall indicate new mat-
ter by underscoring and old mat-
ter to be omitted by enclosing it
in brackets. In newspaper publi-
cations, the same indications of
omitted and new matter shall he
used except that italics or bold-
faced type may be substituted for
underseoring and omitted matter
may be prinfed in capital letters
within parenthesis,
_Section 3.11, Revision and codi-
fication of ordinances. The city
may revise, rearrange and codify
its ordinances with such additions
and deletions as may be deemed
necessary by the couneil, Such or-
dinance code shall be published in
book, pamphlet, or continuously re-
vised loose-leaf form and copies
shall be made available by the
council at the office of the city
clerk for general distribution to
the public free or at a reason-

able charge. Publication in such a
code shall be a sufficient publica-
tion of any ordinance provision
not previously published "if & no-
tice "that copies of the codifica-
tion are available at the office
of the city clerk is published in
the official newspaper for af Jeast
two successive weeks.

CHAPTER 4
Nominations and Elections

Section 4,01. General election
ifaws to apply. Except as herein-
after provided, the general laws
of the State of Minnesota pertain-
ing to registration of voters and
the conduct of primary and gen-
eral elections shall apply for all
muicipal elections of such officers
as are specified in this charter,
The council shall, through ordi-
nances duly adopted in compliance
with such state laws and this char-
ter, adopt suitable and necessary
regulations for the conduect of such
elections. 3

Section 4.02. Regular municipal
elections, A regular municipal elee-
tion shall be held on the 1st Tues-
day after the first Mongday in No-
vember of the year in which an
election is to be held at such place
or places as the city council may
designate by resolution, At least 15
days notice shall he' .given.by the
city clerk of the time and places
of holding such election, and of the
offices to he elected, by posting a
notice thereof in at least one pub-
lic place in each precinct or pre-
cinets- where the election is held
and by publishing a notice thereof
at least once in the official news-
paper of the city, but failure fo
give such notice shall not invali-
date such election.

Section 4.03. Primary eclections.
On Tuesday 4 weeks in advance of
the regular municipal election,
there shall be a primary election
for the selection of two nominees
for each elective office at the reg-
ular municipal election, unless on-
ly two nominees file for a par-
ticular elective - office, in which
ease such two or fewer persons
shall be considered and shall be
the nominees for such office. .

Section 4.04. Special Elections.
The council may by resolution,
order a special election and pro-
vide all means for holding it. Pub-
lished notice of a special election
shall be given in the official news-
paper at least two weeks prior to
such special election. The proce-
dure at such election shall con.
form . as nearly as possible to that
prescribed  for other  muniecipal
elections, .

Section 4.05. Judges of election.
The council shall at least 25 days
pefore each election, appoint at
Jeast three, qualified electors for
each voting precinct to be judges
of election, The council shall set
compensation for the election judg-
es and clerks, R

Section 4.06, Candidate for of-
fice, All candidates for offices pro-
vided for by this charter who
shall desire to be elected to any
elected office shall file an affida-
yit npt more than 82 days nor
jess than 68 days prior to the gen-
eral election, with the city clerk,
paying to such officer a fee of
$5,00. Such affidavit or applica:
fion shall state that the candi-
date Is a qualified voter of the
City of Blaine and name the of-
fice for which he is a candidate.
The’ ‘City Clerk shall prepare and
have printed, at the expense of
the city, the necessary ballots and
materials for conducting the elec-

tion. )

Section 4.07, Withdrawal of can-
didate. Any person whose name
has been presented in the man-
ner provided for in the forgoing
section as a candidate, may, not
later than 12 o'clock noon of the
day after the last day for filing,
cause his name to be withdrawn
from nomination by filing with
the City clerk a request fo do so
in writing, No name so withdrawn
shall be printed upon the ballot,

Section 4,08, Canvass of elec-
tions and taking of office. The
council shall meet and canvass
the election returns within five
days after any regular or special
election, and shall make full dec-
laration of the results as soon as
possible and file a statement
thereof with the city clerk, and
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Section 8,03, Local Improvements
-Regulations, After this charter
takes effect local improvements
commenced prior thereto shall be
completed and assessments may
be levied and securities issued for
the financing thereon as prescribed
by the law {or charter provisions)
applicable thereto, The coun-
cil may prepare and adopt a com-
prehénsive ordinance prescribing
the procedure which shall be fol-
loyved thereafter in making all lo-
¢al improvements and levying as-
sessments therefor, Such ordinance
shall supercede all other provisions
of the law on the same subject
and may be amended only by an
affirmative vote of at least four
(4) members of the council. In
the absence of such ordinances all
Jocal improvements may be made
and assessments levied therefor as
prescribed by an applicable law.

Section 8.04, Publi¢c Works - How
Performed. Public works, includ.
ing all local improvements, may
be constructed, extended, repaired
and maintaitied either by day la.
bhor or by contract. The city shall
require coniractors to give bonds
for the protection of the city and
all persons furnishing labor and
materials, pursuant to the laws of
the state pertaining to and govern-
ing public works.

__CHAPTER 9
. Eminent Domain )

Section 9.01. Power to acquire
Property. The city is hereby im.
powered fo acquire by purchase,
gitt, devise, or condemnation, any
property, corporeal or incorporeal,
either within or without its cor-
porate boundarieg, which may bhe
needed by the city for any public
use or purpose, HEasements. for
slopes, fills, sewers, building lines,
poles, wires, pipes, and conduits
for water, gas, heaf, and power
may be acquired by gift, devise,
purchase, or condemnation in the
manner provided by law. .

Section 9.02, Proceedings in ac-
quiring property. The necessity for
taking of any property by the
city shall be determined by the
council and shall be declared by
a resolution  which shall describe
such property as nearly as may
be and state the use to which 1t
is to be devoted. The acquisition
of such property may be accom-
plished by ‘legal proceedings, as
in taking land for public use by
right of eminent domain acecord-
ing to ‘the laws of this state, ex-
cept as otherwise provided in this
charter. Any condemnation pro-
ceedings in progress when this
charter takes effect shall be con-
tinued and completed under the
laws under which such proceed-
ings ‘were begun.

Section 9,03. Payment of award.
Whenever an award of damages
is confirmed in any proceedings
for the taking of property for pub-
lic use by right of eminent do-
main, or whenever the court rend-
ers final judgment in any appeal
from any such award and the
time for abandoning such pro-
ceedings bﬁr the city has expired,
the city shall, within 60 days of
such final determination pay the
amount of the award or judgment
of the court, as the case may be;
and if not so paid, judgment there-
for may be had against the city.

Section 9.04. City May Abandon
Proceedings. The city may, by res-
olution of the council at any stag»
of the condemmuation proceedings,
or at any time within 30 days af-
ter final determination thereof,
abandon such proceedings as to
all or any part of the property
sought to be acquired and shall
pay all reasonable costs and ex-
penses_thereof including fees of
counsel.

, Section 9.05, City May Take En-
tire Plant, If the city condemns a
public utility which is operated at
the time of the commencement
of the condemnation proceedings
as one property or one system, 1
shall not be necessary in the con-
demnation proceedings or any of
the proceedings of the counecil, to
describe or treat separately the
different kinds of property com.
posing such system; but all of the
property, lands, articles, franchis-
es, and rights which comprise
sich systein may, unless other-

wise ordered by the court, be
treafed together as one property
and an award for the whole prop-
erty in one lump sum may be
made by the  commissioners or
other body assessing the damages
on condemnation, This does noth
prevent the city, when the plant
and property are separable into
distinet parts, from acquiring only
such parts or part thereof as may
be necessary in the pubiic interest,

CHAPTER 10
Franchises

Section 10.01, Franchises Re -
quired, Except as otherwise pro-
vided by law, no person, firm or
corporation shall place or main-
tain any permanent or semi-per-
manent fixtures in, over, upon or
under any street or public place
for the purpose of operating a
public utility or for any other
purpose, without g franchise
therefor from the city. A fran-
chise shall be granted only by or-
dinance, which shall not be an
emergency ordinance, Every ordi-
nance granting a franchise shall
contain ail the terms and condi-
tions of the franchise. The gran-
tee shall bear the costs of publi-
cation of the franchise ordinance
and shall make a sufficient de-
posit with the clerk to gnarantee
pubhcdatmn before the ordinance is
passed,

_Section 10.02, Term. No exclu-
sive or perpetual franchise shall
ever be granted, No franchise for
a term exceeding fwenty years
shall be effective until approved by
a majority of the electors voting
thereon, at a general or special
election.

Section 10,03, Public MHearings.
Before any franchise ordinance is
adopted or any rates, fares, or
prices to be charged by a public
utility are fixed by the council,
the .council shall hold a public
hearing on the matter. Notice of
such hearing shall be published at
least twice in the offieial news.
paper not less fhan twenty days
prior to the datg of the hearing,
. Section 10.04, Power of Regula-
tion Reserved, Subject to any an-
plicable law -the council may by
ordinance reasonably regulate and
control the exercise of any fran.
chise including fthe maximum
rates, fares, or prices to be
charged by the grantee. No fran-
chise value shall be included in
the valuation of the grantee's pro-
perty in regulating utility rates,
fares, or prices under any appli-
cable law, ordinance, or regula.
tion or in proceedings for munici.
pal acquisition of the grantee's
property by purchase or eminent
domain.

Section 10,05. Renewals or Ex.
tensions. Every extension, renew-
al, or modification of any exist.
ing franchise or of any franchise
granted hereafter shall be sub-
ject to the same limitations and
shall be granted in the same man-
ner as a new franchise.

CHAPTER 11
Public Ownership and
. Operation of Utilities

Section 11.01. = Acquisition and
Operation of Utilities, The city
may own and operate any gas,
water, heat, power, light, tele-
phone, or other public utility for
supplying its own needs for utility
service or for supplying utility
service to private consumers or
both. It may construct all facilities
reasonably needed for that pur-
pose and may acquire any exist-
ing utility properties so needed;
hut no proceedings to agquire any
such public utility shall be con-
sumated unless the city has the
money in the treasury to pay for
acquisition or has made provision
for paying for the property pro-
posed to be aequired. The opera:
tion of all public utilities owned by
the city shall be under the super-
vision of the city manager.

Section 11.02, Rates and Finane-
es. Upon recommendations made
by the city manager or upen. its
own motion, the council may fix
rates, fares, and prices for mu.
nicipal utilities, but such rates,
fares and prices shall be just and
reasonable, before any, such rates,
fares, or prices are fixed by the
council, In like manner the coun-
cil may prescribe the time and

manner in which payments for all
such seryices shall be made, anc
may make stich other regulations
as may be. necessary, and pre-
scribe penalties for violation of
such regulations,

Section 11.03. Purchase in Bullk,
The council may, in lieu of pro-
viding for the local production of
gag, electricity, water and other
utilities, purchase the same in
bulk and resell them to local con-
sumers at such rates as it may fix.

Section 11,04, Lease of Plant,
The council may, if the public
interests will be served thereby,
contract with any responsible per-
son, co-partnership, or corporation
for the operation of any utility
owned by the ecity, upon such
rentals and condifions as it may
deem necessary; but such -con-
tract shall be embodied in and lef
only by an ordinance approved
by four members of the council
and subject to popular referen-
dum. Such ordinance shall not be
an emergency ordinance, In no
case shall such contract be for a
longer term than ten years. .

Section 11.05. Public Utility:
How Sold, No public utility owned
by the city shall he sold ot other-
wise disposed of by the city un-
less the full terms of the pro-
position of sale or other disposi-
tion are embodied in an ordinance
approved by a majority of the
electors voting thereon at a gen-
eral or special election. In_the
case of a water works or light
plant, any sale, lease, oy aban-
donment shall be subject, in addi-
fion, to the requirements of state

aw,

Section 11.06, Notice of Hearings.
Notice of hearings shall be pub-
lished at least twice in the of-
ficial newspaper not less thah
twenty days prior to the date of
hearing, Additional notice of such
public hearing may be given in
such manner as the council may
determine,

CHAPTER 12
Miscellaneous and
_Transitory Provisions

Section 12.01. Official Publica-
tions. The council shall annually
designate a legal newspaper of
general circulation in the city as
its official newspaper in which
shall be published ordinances and
other matters required by law to
be so published as well as such
other matters as the couneil may
deem it in the public interest {o
have published in this matter,

Section 12.02. Oath of Office.
Every officer of the cify shall,
before entering upon the duties of
his "office, take and subscribe an
oath of office in substantially the
following form: *I do solemnly
swear (or affirm) to support the
constitution of the United States
and of this state and to_discharge
faithfully the duties devolving upon
me as (mayor, councilman, city
manager, etc,) of the city of
Blaine to the best of my judg-
ment and abilify."”

Section 12.03. City Officers not
to be Interested in Contracts, Ex-
cept as otherwise permitted by
law, no officer of the ecity who is
authorized to take part in any
manner in any contract with th=
city shall voluntarily have a per-
sonal financial interest in such
contract or personally benefit fi-
nancially therefrom.

Section 12,04. Official Bonds. The
city manager, the city clerk, the
city treasurer, and such other of-
ficer or employees of the city as
may be provided for by ordinance
shall each before entering upon the
duties of his respective office or
employment, give a_ corporate
surety bond to the city in such
form and in such amount as may
he fixed by the council as security
for the faithfil performance of
either individual or blankef bonds
in the discretion of the council,
They shall be approved by the
city council and approved as fo
form by the city attorney and
filed with the city clerk. The pro-
visionis of the laws of the state
relating to the official bond not
inconsistent with this charter shall
be complied with. The premiums
on such bonds shall be paid by
the city:

Section 12.05. Sales of Real Prop-
erty. No real property of the city

shall be disposed of except by or-
dinance, The proceeds of any sale
of such prokaerty shall be used as
far as possible to retire any out-
standing indebtedness incurred by
the city in the purchase, con-
struction, or improvement of this
or other property used for the
same public purpose, If there is
no such outstanding indebtedness

the proceeds shall be placed in -

the general fund.

Section 12,06, Vacation of Streets,
The council may by ordinance
approved by at leasi four mem-
bers of the council vacate any
sireet or alley or parf thereof with-
in the city. Such vacation may be
made only after published and
written notice and an opportunity
for affected property owners and
public {0 be heard, and upon such
further terms and by such pro-
cedure as the council by ordi-
nance may prescribe. A notice of
completion of such proceedings
shall be filed with the proper
1county officers in accordance with
aw,

Section 12,07, City to Succeed to
Rights and Obligations to Former
Village, The city shall succeed ‘o
all the property, rights and priv-
ileges, and shall be subject to all
the legal obligations of the pre-
ceding village,

Section 12.08, Statutes Not Af-
fected by Charter. All general
laws and statutes of the siate ap-
plicable to all cities operating un-
der home rule charters, or appli-
cable to cities of the same class
as the City of Blaine operating un-
der home rule charters, and not
inconsistent with the provisions of
this charter, shall apgﬁr to the
City of Blaine, and sh he con-
strued as supplementary to the
provisjons of this charter,

Section 12,09, Existing Ordinanc-
es Continued. All ordinances and
regulations of the cily in force
when this charter takes affect,
and not inconsistent with the pro-
visions thereof, are hereby con-
tinued in full force and effect un-
til amended or repealed.

Section 12.10. Pending Condem-
nations and Assessments. Any con-
demmnations or assessment proceed-
ing in progress when this charter
takes effect shall be continued
and completed under the laws un-
der which such proceedings were
begun, All assessmenfs made by
the city prior to the time when
this ¢harter takes effect shall be
collected and the lien thereof en-
forced in the same manner as if
this charter had not been adopted.

Section 12.11. Ordinances to
make charter effective. The coun-
eil shall by ordinance make such
regulations as may be necessary
fo carry out and make effective
the provisions of this charter.

We, the undersigned, being duly
appointed, qualified, and acting
members of the Charter Commis-
sion in and for the Village of
Blaine, Anoka County, Minnesota
hereby certify that the foregoing
document, consisting of twelve
chapters, is the draft of a pro:
posed charter _prepared and
framed by said Charter Commis-
sion, and hereby affix our signa-
tures to said draft in testimony of
our approval thereof, and deliver
the same to the Monorable Wil-
fred R, Swedeen, Mayor and Chief
Executive Officer of the Village
of Blaine for action pursuant to
law.

Dated at Blaine Village, Minne-
sota, this 1st day of October, 1964.

Stanley N. Thorup

Jerome A, Trapp

Edna Bremer

Ray S. Johnston

Ray M, Omann

Wilfred R. Swedeen

Don Xnoll

Ross D, Brown

Robert D. Camp

Gerald E. Schuessler

Ray Shimek

The foregoing draft of a pro-
posed charter and certificate in
connection therewith received, this
1st day of October, 1964,

WILFRED R. SWEDEEN
Mayor and Chief Executive
of the Village of Blaine,
Anoka County, Minnesota
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sald statemeni shall be made a
part of the minutes, This statement
shall include; (a) the total num-
per of good ballots, (b) the total
number” of spoiled or defective
ballots; (c) the vote of each can-
didate, with a declaration of
thosg who ave elected; (d) a
true copy of the ballots used;
(e), the names of the Judges
and clerks of election; (f) such
other~ information as may seem
pertinent. The city clerk ghall
forthwith notify all persons elect-
ed of the fact of their election,
The persons elected shall take of-
fice at the f{ime provided in sec-
tion 2,03,

. ..CHAPTER 5
Initiative and Reférendum

Section 5,01. Powers reserved by
the peoplée, The people of Blaine
reserve to themselves the power,
in accordance with the provisions
of this charter, to initiate and
adopt . any ordihance, except an
ordinance appropriating money or
authorizing the levy of tfaxes, to
require such an ordinance-  when
passed by the counell 1o be zre-
ferred to the electors for approval
or disapproval. These powers shall
be called the initiative and the
referendun respectively.

_Section 5,02, Expenditures by pe-
titioners. No member of any ini-
tiative or referendum committee,
no eirculator of a signature pa-
per, and no sigher of any such
paper, or any other person, shall
accept or offer any reward, pe.
cuniary or otherwise, for service
rendered in connection with the

circulation thereof, buf this shall

not prevent the commitiee from
paying for legal advice and from
incurring an expense not io ex-
ceed $150 for stationery, copying,
printing;, and notaries’ fees. Any
violation of the provisions of this
section is a misdemeanor,

Section 5,03. Initiation of meas-
ures. Any five electors may form
themselves into a commitlee for
the initiation of any ordjnance ex-
cepl as provided in -Section 5,01.
Before circulating any petition they
shall file a verified copy of their
proposed ordinance with the city
clerk together with their names
and addresses as members of such
committee, They shall also attach
a verified copy of the proposed
ordinance to "each of the signa.
ture papers herein described, to-
gether with their names and ad.
dresses as sponsors therefore,

Section 5.04. Fermn of petition
and of signature papers, The pe-
tition for the adoption of any or-
dinance shall consist of the ordi-
nance, together with all the sig-
nature papers and. affidavits there-
to attached, Sueh petition shall not
be complete unless signed by a
number of voters equal to at least
ten per cenf of the total number
of votes cast at the last preceding
regular municipal election. All the
signatures need not he on gne sig-
nature paper, but the ecirculator
of every such paper shall malke
an affidavit that each signature
appended to the paper is the gen-

ne signature of the person whose
name it purports to be. Each sig-
nature paper shall be in substan-
tially the following form:

INITIATIVE PETITION

proposing an ordinance to ..., ...,
(stating the purpose of the ordi-
nahce), a copy of which ordi-

Name

The undersigned electors, under-
standing the terms and the nature
of the ordinance hereto attached,
petition. the council for its adop-

Name

N Cereeass v,

nance is hereto attached. This or-
dinanee is wansored by the fol-
lowing committee of electors:

Address

tion, or, in lieu thereof, for its
submission to the electors for their
approval.

Address

At. the end of the list of signa-
tures shall be appended the affi-
dgvit of the circulator mentioned
above.

Section 5.05. Filing of petition
and action thercon. Al the signa-
ture papers shall be filed in the
office of the city clerk as one in-
sirument, Within five days after
the f{iling of the petition, the
city clerk shall ascertain by exam-
ination the number of electors
whosé signatures are appended
thereto and whether this number is
at least ien percent of the total
number of electors who cast their
votes af the last preceding regular
municipal election. If he finds the
petition insufficient, or irregular,
he shall at once notify one or
more of the commitiee of spon-
sors of that fact, certifying the
reason for his finding. The com-
mittee shall then be given 30 days
in which to file additional signa-
ture papers and to correct the
petition in all other particulars,
If at the end of that ‘period, the
petition is found to be still insuj-
ficient or irregular, the clerk shall
file it in his office and shall noti-
fy each member of the commit-
tee of that fact, The final find-
ing of the insufficiency or irregu.
larity of a petition shall not pre-
judice the- filing of a new peti-
tion for the same purpose, nor
shall it prevent the council from
referring the ordinarice to the elee-

tors at the next regular or any
special election at its option.
Section 5.06. Action of council on
petition, When the petition is found
to be sufficient, the city clerk
shall so certify t0 the council at
its next meeting, stating the num-
ber of petitioners and the percent-
aiq of the total number of voters
which they constitute, and the
couneil shall at once read the ordi-
nance and refer it fo an appro-
priate committee, which may be a
committee of the whole, The com-
mittee or council shall thereupon
provide for public hearings upon
the ordinance, after the holding of
which the ordinances shall be fi-
nally acted upon by the couneil
not later than 65 days after the
date upon which it was submitted
to the council by the city clerk.
If the council fails to pass the
proposed orginance, or passes it in
a form different from that set
forth in the petition and unsatis-
factory to the petitioners, the pro-
posed ordinance shall be submit-
ted by the council to the vote of
the electors; at the next regular
municipal election; but if the num-
ber of signers of the petition is
equal to at least 15% of the total
numher of voters voting at last
regular municipal election the coun-
¢il shall eall a special election upon
the measure. Such special elec-
tion shall be held not less than
30 nor more than 45 days from
the date of final action on the

ordinance by the eouncil or after
the expiration of 65 days from
the date of submission to the coun-
cil when there has been ng final
action; but if a regular election
is to oceur within three months
the council may submit the ordi-
nance at that eleetion, If the coun-
cil passes thé proposed ordinance
with amendments and at least 4/5
of the comumittee of petitioners do
not express their dissatisfaction
with sueh amended form by a
statement filed with the city clerk
within 10 days of the passage
ihereof by the council, the ordi-
nance need not be submitted to
the electors.

Section 5.07. Inifiative ballots,
The ballots used when voting upon
any such proposed ordinance shall
state the substance of the ordi-
nance and shall give the voters
the opportunity to vote either
‘yes” or “no” on the question of
adoption, If a majority of the elec-
fors vofing on any such ordinance
vote in favor of it, it shall there-
upon become an ordinance of ithe
city. Any number of proposed or-
dinances may be voted upon at
the same election but the voter
shall be allowed to vote for or
agaidst each separately, In casg
of inconsistency between fwo ini-
tiated ordinances approved at one
election, the one approved by the
higher percentage of electors vot-
ing on the question shall prevail
to the extent of the inconsistency,

Section 5.08. Any ordinance
adopted by the vote of the people
cannot' be repealed or amended
except by a vote of the people.

Section 5,09, Initiation of charter
amendments, Nothing in this char-

ter shall be construed as ih any
way affecting the right of the
electors under the coustitution and
statutes of Minnesota {0 proposc
amendnients to this charter.

Section 5.10. The referendum, If
prior to the date when an ordi-
nance takes effect a petition signed
by qualified electors of the city
equal in number to 15 per cent of
the total vote at the last Yegular
munieipal election is filed with the
city clerk requesitng that any such
ordinance be repealed or be sub.
milted to a vote of the electors,
the ordinance shall thereby be pre.
vented from going info operation,
The couneil shall thereupon re-
consider the ordinance at its nmext
regular meeting, and either re-
peal it or by aye and no vote
re-affirm its adherence to the or-
dinance as passed. In the latter
cage the couhcil shall immedinte:.
order a special election, to be
held thereon, or submit the orgi.
nance at the next regular munici-
pal election, pending which th>
ordinance shall remain suspended.
Ii a majority of the electors vot-
ing thereon favors the ordinance,
it shall go info effect immediate-
ly or on the dale therein speci-
fied.

Section 5.1. Referendum peti-
tions. The requirements laid down
in sections 5,04 and 5.05 above as
to the formation of commitiees
for .the initiation of ordinances
and as to the form of petitions
and signature papers shail apply
to the referendum as far as pos-
sible, but with such verbal chang-
es 4s may be necessary. A refer-
1emlum petition shall read as fol-
ows !

REFERENDUM PETITION

Proposing the repeal of an or-
dinance to (stating the purpose_ of
the ~ordinance), a copy of which
ordinance is hereto attached, the

Name
| P PN Ververerasens
2. e T Seraierrivnan
F: S [ Verryaes
4. o e Veserens
5

The undersigned petitioners, un-
derstanding the nature of the or-
dinance hereto attached and be:
lieving it to be detrimental to

Name
B Seveveratsrebanns
2 s N Seeraiaaas
3 s Cervareeeaes Vireeves veus

proposed repeal is sponsored by
%he following committee of elec-
ors:

Address

the welfare of the city, petition
the council for its submission to a
vote of the electors for their ap
proval or disapproval,

Address

Section 5.12. Referendum bailots.
The ballots used in any refers
dum election shall conform to the
rules laid down in Section 5.08 o~
this charter for initiative ballois.

CHAPTER 6
Administration of City Affairs

Section 6.01. The Cily Manager.
The city manager shall be the
chief administrative officer of th-
city. He shall be chosen by tle
council solely on the bhasis of his
training, experience, angd adminis-
irative qualifications. and need ns*
be a resident of the city at the
time of his appointment. The ci’+
manager shall be appointed for
an indefinite period and may be
remaved by the cowneil al any
time; but after he has served as
manager for one year, he may de-
mand written charges and a pub-
He hearing on the charges before
the council prior to the date when
his final removal takes effect. Af-
ter such hearing, if one is de-
manded, the council shall have
unlimited discretion either to re-
instate the manager or make his
removal final. Pending such hear-
ing and removal, the council may
suspend the manager from office.
The couneil may designate some
properly dualified person to per-
form the duties of the manager

during his absence or disability
or while the office of manager is
vacant.

Section 6.02. Powers and Duties
of the City Manager. .
Subd. 1, Subject to the provi-
sions of this charter and any
council regulations consistent
therewith, the _city manager
shall conirol and direct the ad-
ministration of the cily's af-
Iairs. He_ shall have the pow-
ers and dutles set forth in the
following subdivisions:
Subd, 2. He shall see that this
charter and the laws, ordi-
nances and resglutions of the
city are enforced, .
Subd, 3, He shall appoint and
remove, upon the basis of mey-
it aud fitness and subject to
applicable civil service provi-
siong, if any, the city clerk,
all heads of departments, ex-
cept for the chief of police,
and all subordinate officers and
employees in the departments.
Subd. 4, He shall exercise con-
trol over all departments and
divisions of the city adminis.
tration created by this char-
ter or by the eouncil.
Subd, 5, He shall attend all
meetings of the eouncil, with
the right to take part in the
discussion but not to vote; bub




the Council may in jts discre-
tion exclude him from any

meeting,

Subd, 6. He shall recommend
to the council for adoption
such measures as he may
deem necessary for the welfare
of the people and the efficient
administration of the city's af-
fairs.

Subd, 7. He shall keep the
council fully advised as to the
financial condition and needs
of the city, and he shall pre-
pare and submif io the coun-
cil the annual budget.

Subd. 8. He shall prepare and
submit to the coureil for adop-
tion an adminjstrative code in-
corporating the details of ad-
ministrative procedure
and from time to {ime he shall
suggest amendmenis to such

code.

Subd, 9, He shall perform such
other duties as may be pre-
scribed by this charter or by
Iaw or required of him by or-
dinance or resoluijons adopted
by the couneil.

Section 8,03, Departments of Ad-
ministration, The council may cre-
ate such departments, divisions,
and pureaus for the administra-
tion of the city’s affairs as may
seem necessary, and {rom time to
time alter their powers and or-
ganization. It may, in comjunction
with the cltgr manager, prepare a
complete administrative code for
the city and endct i in the form
of an opdinance, which may be
amended from time to time by
ordinance,

Section 6.04, Subordinate Offi-
cers. There shall be a city clerk
and such other officers subordin.
ate to the city manager as the
council may create by ordinance,
The city clerk shall be subject to
the direction of the ecity manager,
and shall have such duties in con.
nection with -the keeping of the
public records, the cusiody and
dishursement of the public funds,
and the general administration of
the city's affairs as the council
prescribes, He may be designaled
to act as secretary of the couneil
and also as treasurer. The coun-
cil may by ordinance abolish of-
fices which have been created by
ordinange, and it may combine
the duties of various offices as it
may see fil,

Section 6,05, Purchases and Con-
tracts. The city manager shall be
the chief purchasing agent of the
city. Contracts for the purchase
of  merchandise, materials or
equipment or for any kind of cons
struction work if budgeted may
be made or let by the City Man-
ager when the amount of such
contracts doeg not exceed $1,000.00,
If such contracts exceed the last
stated amount. but is less than
?2500,00 same may be made or
et by 'the city manager, after first
obtaining approval of the cit;
eouncil, All other purchases sha
be made and all other coniracts
shall be let by the council. All
confracts, bonds, and instruments
of any kind to which the city is a
party shall be signed by the may-
or and the city manager on be-
half of the city and shall be execut-
ed in the name of the city.

Section 6.06. Contracts: How Let,
In all cases of contracts for the
purchase of merchandise, mater.
ials, or equipment or for any kind
of construction work undertaken
by the city, which require an ex.
penditure of more than  $2500.00
unless the council shall by an
emergency ordinance other.
wise providé, the city manager
shall —advertise for hids by at
least 15 days published notice in
the official newspaper. Coniracts
of this magnitude shall be let only
by the council upon recommenda-
tion of the city manager to the
lowest bhidder. The council may,
however, reject any and all bids,
Nothing contained “in this_section
shall prevent the council from
contracting by a four-fifths (4/5)
vote for the doing of work with
patented processes, or from the
purchasing of patented applianges
by the same majority. Nothing
contained in this section shall pre-
vent the purchasing of real or
personal property on the insfall-
ment payment plan. Subject to
the provisions of this charter, the
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council may by ordinance adopt
{urther regulations for the niak-
ing of bids, and the letling of
contraects, The council may adver-
tise in other papers, or trade jour-
nals in addition to the official
newspaper.

CHAPTER 7
Taxation and Finances
. Section 7.01, Council to conirol
finanees, The council shall have
full authority over the financial
affairs of the city, and shall pro-
vide for the collection of all reve.
nues and other assets, the auditing
and settlement of accounts, and
the safekeeping and dishursement
of public moneys, and in the ex-
ercise of a sound discretion shall
make appropriations for the pay-
ment of all ligpilities and expens-

es,
Section 7.02, Fiscal Year. The
fiscal year of the city shall bhe
the calendar year.
_Section 7.03. System of Taxa-
tion. Subject to the state consti-
tution and except as forbidden by
it or by state legislation, the coun-
cil shall have full power to pro-
vide by ordinance for a system
of local taxation, In fhe taxation
of real and personal property &s
such, the city shall conform as
fully as possible to the general
state law as ‘to the assessmeni
of such property and the collec-
tion of such taxes. .
. Section 7.04. Board of Equaliza-
tion. The council shall constituie
a board of equalization to equalize
assessments of property for tax-
ation purposes according io law.
Section 7,05, Preparation of the
Annual Budget. The city manager
shall prepare the estimates for the
annual budget, The budget shall
be by funds and shall include all
the funds of the city, except the
funds made up of proceeds of
bond issues, utility funds, and
special assessments funds, _and
may include any of such funds at
the discretion of the counecil, The
eity manager shall submit with
the estimatey such explanatory
statements as he may deem neces-
sary, and under this charter he
shall interpret this section as re-
quiring comparisons of the cily’s
finances with the iwo previous
budgets of this municipality.
Section 7.06. Passage of  the
Budpet. The budget shall be the
principal item of business at the
first regular monthly meeting of
the couneil in September and the
council shall hold adjourned meet-
ings from time to time until all
the estimates have been consids
ered. The meetings shall be- so
conducted as 1o give interested
citizens a reasonable opportunify
to be heard. The- budget esti
mates shall be read in full and
the city manager shall explain
the various items thereof as fully
as may be deemed necessary by
the council. The annual budget
finally agreed upon shall set forth
in detail the complete financial
plan of the city for the ensuing
fiscal year for the funds budgeted
and shall be signed by the ma-
jority of the council when adopt-
ed. It shall indicafe the sums to
be raised and from what sources
and the sums to be spent and
for what plrposes according. to
gsection. 7.05. The total sum appro-
priated shall be lesy than the to-
tal estimated revehue by a sale
margin. The council shall adopt
the budget not later than the firss
week of Qectober by a resolution
which ghall set forth the total for
cach budgeied fund and each de-
partment with such segregation as
to objeets and purposes of the ex-
penditures as the council deems
necessary for purposes of budget
control. The council shall also
adopt a resolution levying whatev-
er taxes it congiders necessar
within statutory limits for the en.
suing year for each fund. The
tax levy resolution shall be cerii-
fied to the county auditor in ae-
cordance with the law not later
than Octlober 10, At the beginning
of the fiscal year, the suins fixed
in the budget resolution shall he
and become appropriated for the
several purposes named in {he
budget resolution and ho other,
Section 7.07. Enforcement of the
Budgef, It shall be the duty of the
city manager to enforce strictly

the provisions of the budgef, He
shall not approve any order upon
the city freasurer for any expen-
diture unless. an_appropriation hos
been made in the budget resolu-
tion unless there is g sufficfent un-
expended balance left after de-
ducting the total past expendifures
and the sum of otstanding
orders and incumbrances. No of-
ficer or employee of the city shall
plate any order to make any pur-
chase except for a purpose and 1o
the amount authorized in the budg-
et resolution. Any obligation in-
curred by any person in the em.
ploy of the city for any purpose
not authorized in the budget reso-
lution or for any amount in ex-
cess of the amount therein auth-
orized shall be a personal obliga-
tion upon the person incurring in
expendifure,

Section 7.08, Alterations in *
budget, After the budget resolution
has been adopted the council shal
have no power to increase the
amounts fixed in the budget reso-
lution, by the insertion of new
items or otherwise beyond the e=-
timated revendes, umnless the ac-
fnal receipts exceed the estimates
and then not beyond ihe actual re-
ceipts.. The council may at_anv
time, by resolution approved by
a majorily of its members, re-
duce the sums appropriated for
any purpose by the budget resolu-
tion, or by a vote of four mem-
bers, authorize the trvansfer of
sums from unencumbered bal-
ances of appropriations in the
budgel resolntion to other pur-

poses,

Section 7.09, Emergency appro-
priation in Budget. The couneil
may include an emergency ap-
propriation as a part of the budy
but not to exceed 10% of fhe total
hudget. A transfer from the emer-
gency appropriation to any other
appropriation shall be made o~
by a vote of at least four mem-
bers of the council and shall be
used only for the purposes desig-
nated by the council.

Section 7,10, Disbursements; How
Made, No dishursement of ci
funds shall be made except by
check signed by the city manager-
and {reasurer and specifying the
purposes for which .the disburss
ment is made and the fund from
which it is drawn, No such chec”
shall be issued until there is mon.
ey to the credit of the fund from
which it is to be paid sufficient
to pay it tovether with all out-
standing encumbrances upon the
fund. No such checks shall be
issued until the claim to which it
relates has been supported by an
iternjzed bill, payroll, or time.
sheel approved and signed by the
respansible city officer who vouch.
es for its correctness and reason.
ableness. The city manager shall
note on edach contract requiring
the payment of money by the city
the ‘particular fund out of which
it is to be paid. The Council ma
by ordinance make further regu-
lations for the safe-keeping an~
disbursement of the funds of the

city.

Section 7,11, Funds to be Kept.
There shall be maintained in the
gity treasury a classification of
funds which shall provide for a
general fund for the payment, of
such expenses of the city as the
council may deem proper, and
such other funds as ‘may be 1
quired by statute, ordinance, or
resolution. The council shall haso
full power by ordinance or resolu-
tion {0 make inter-fund loans, ex-
cept from trust and ageney funds,
as may be deemed necessary ans
appropriate fram {ime to fime,

ection 7.12. Accounts and Re.
ports, The city manager shall be
the chief accounting officer of the
cily and of every branch thereof,
and the council may prescribe an”
enforee proper accounting meth.
ods, forms, blanks, and other dr
vices consistent with the law, this
charter, and t{he ordinances adopt.
ed in accord. therewith. He shall
submit to the council a statement
each month showing the amount
of money in the custody of the
city treasurer, the status of ali
funds, and such othér information
about the finances of the c¢ity as
the council may reguire, Once
edach year on or before the last
day of February, the city man-

ager shall suybmit a report {o -the
council covering the enfire finan-
c¢inl operations of the city for the
past year. Such report, or_ sum-
mary thereof, shall be published
in the official city newspaper on
or hefore April 10th of each year,

Section 7.13. City Indebtedness,
Except as provided in section 7.14
and 7.15, no obligations shall be
issued to pay current expenses,
bhut the council may issue and sell”
obligations for any other munijeipal
purpose in accordance with law
and within the limitations provi-
ed by law. Except in the case of
obligations for which an election
is Bot required by this charter
or hy state law, na such obliga-
tion ghall be issyed and sold with.
out the approval of fhe majority
of the electors of the city voiing
thereon at a general or special
election,

Section 7.14, 'Tax Anticipa-
tion Certificates, At any time af-
ter January 1 following the mak-
ing of an annual tax levy, ihe
council may issue ceriificates of
indebtedness in anticipation of the
collection of taxes levied for any
fund and not yet collected, The
total amount of certificates igsued
against any fund for any year with
interest thereon until maturity
shail not exceed 604 of the toial
current taxes for the fund uncol-
lected, at the time of issuance

lus the cash on hand in the
und. Such certificates ghall be is-
sued on such terms and condi-
tions as the council may deter-
mine and shall bear interest at*
a rate not to exceed the legal
rate, but they shall become due
and payable ot later than the
ist day of April of the year fol-
lowing their issuance, The pro-
ceeds” of the tax levied for tihe
fund against which tax anticipa-
tion cerlificates are jssued and the
full faith and credit of the city
shall bz irrevocably pledged for
the redemption of the certificates
in the order of their issuance
against the fund.

Section 7.15. Emergency Debt
Certificates, If in any year the
veceipts from the taxes or other
sources should from some unfore-
seen cause . become insufficient
for the ordinary expenses of the
city, or if any calamity or other
public’ emergency should subject
the city to the necessity for mak-
ing extra-ordinary expenditures
the council may by ordinance is-
sue and sell on such terms and in
such wmanner as the council de-
termines emergency debt certifi-
cates to run not to exceed two
years and to bear interest af not
more than the legal rate per year.
A tax sufficient to pay prineipal
and interest on such certificates
with the margin required by law
shall be levied as required by law.
The ordinance authorizing an issue
of such emergency debt certifi-
cates shall state the nature of the
emergency and be approved hy at
least four members of the coun-
eil, It may he passed as an emer-
gency ordinance. i

Section 7,16, Bonds Oufside the
Debt Limit, The council may is-
sue bonds for legal purposes out-
fide the debt limit as provided by
AW,

CHAPTER 8 -
Public Improvements and
Special Assessments

Section 8.01, Power to Malte Im-
provements and Levy Assessments.
The City shall have the power
to make any and every fype of
puplic improvement not forbidden
by the laws of this state and to
leyy specinl assessments to pay
all or any part of the cost of such
improvements as are of a local
character.. The amounts assessed
{o Benefitted property to pay for
such local improvement may equal
the cost of the improvement, in-
cluding all costs and expenses con-
nected therewith. with interest, un-
til paid, but shall in no ease exX-
ceed the benefits to the property.

Section _8.02, Assessments fo ¥
Services, The council may provide
by ordinance that the cost of any
gervice to streets, sidewalks, or
other public property, or the costs
of any services to other property
undertaken by the city may be
assessed against the property ben-
efited and collected in. like man-




-

ner “as are Ypecial assessments,
Section 8,03, Local Improvements
-Regulations, After this charter
takes effect local improvements
commenced prior thereto shall be
completed and assessments may
be levied and securities issued for
the financing thereon as preseribed
by the law (or charter provisions)
applicable thereto, The coun-
cil may prepare and adopt a com-
prehénsive ordinance prescribing
the procedure which shall be fol-
lowed thereafter in making all los
cal improvements and levying as-
sessments therefor. Such ordinance
shall supercede all other provisions
of the law on the same subject
and may be amended only by an
affirmative vote of at least four
(4) members of the council. In
the absence of such ordinances all
Ipcal improvements may be made
and assessments levied therefor as
preseribed by an applicable law.
Section 8,04, Public Works - How
Performed. Public works, includ-
ing all local improvements, may
be constructed, extended, repaired
and maintained “either by day la-
bor or by coniract. The city shall
Tequire contractors to give honds
for the protection of the city and
all persons furnishing labor and
materials, pursuant to the laws of
the state pertaining to and govern-
ing public works,

CHAPIER 9
. Eminent Domain

Section 9.01. Power to acquire
Property. The city is hereby im-
powered . to acquire by purchase,
gift, devise, or condemnation, an
property, corporeal or incorporeal,
either within or without its cor-
porate boundaries, which may le
needed by the city_for any public
use or purpose, IKasements for
slopes, fills, sewers, building lines,
poles, wires, pipes, and conduits
for waler, gas, heat, and power
may be acquired by gift, devise,
purchase, or condemnation in the
manner provided by law.

Section 9.02. Proceedings in ac-
quiring property. The necessity for
taking of any property by the
city shall be determined by the
council and shall be declared by
a resolution which shall describe
such property as nearly as may
be and state the use to which it
is to be devoted. The acquisition
of such property may be accom-
plished by legal proceedings, as
in taking land for public use by
right of eminent domain accord-
ing to the laws of this state, ex-
cept ag otherwise provided in this
charter. Any condemnation pro-
ceedings in progress when ‘this
charter takes effect shall be eon-
tinued. and completed under the
laws ‘under which such preceed-
ings were begun.

Section 9.03. Payment of award.
Whenever  an award of damages
is confirmed in any proceedings
for the taking of property for pub-
lic use by right of eminent do-
main, or whenever the eourt rend-
ers final judgment in any appeal
from any such award and the
time for abandoning such pro-
ceedings by the city has expired,
the city shall, within 60 days of
such final determination pay the
antount of the award or judgment
of the court, as the case may be;
and if not so paid, judgment there-
for may be had against the city.

Section 9.04. City May Abandon
Proceedings. The city may, by res-
olution of the council at any stag=
of the condemnation proceedings,
or at any time within 30 days af-
ter final determination {hereof,
abandon such proceedings as 1o
all or any part of the property
sought to be acquired and shall
pay all reasonable costs and ex-
penses thereof including fees of
counsel,

Section 9.05. City May Take En-
tire Plant, If the city condemns a
public utility which is operated at
the time. of the commencement
of the condemnation proceedings
as one property or one system, it
shall not be necessary in the con-
demnation proceedings or any of
the proceedings of the council, to
describe or freat separately the
different kinds of property com-
posing such system; but all of the
property, lands, articles, franchis-
es, and rights which comprise
such system may, uiless other-

wise ordered by the court, be
treated together as one property
and an award for the whole prop-
erty in one lump sum may be
made by the commissioners or
other body assessing the ddamages
on condemnation, This does 1ot
prevent the cify, when the plant
and property are separable into
distinet parts, from acquiring only
such parts or part thereof as mgy
be necessary in the pubiic interest,

CHAPTER 10
Franchises

Section 10.01. Franchises Re -
quired, Except as otherwise pro-
vided by Iaw, no person, firm or
vorporation shall place or main-
taln any permanent or semi-per-
manent fixtures in, over, upon or
under any street or public place
for the purpose of operating a
public utility or for any other
purpose, without a  franchise
therefor from the city. A fran-
chise shall ke granted only by or-
dinance, which shall not be an
emergency ordinance, Every ordi-
nance granting a franchise shall
contain "all the terms and condi.
tions of the franchise. The gran-
tee shall bear the costs of publi»
cation of the franchise ordinance
and shall make g sufficient de.
posit with the clerk to guarantee
publication before the ordinance is
passed.

. Section 10.02. Term. No exclu-
sive of perpetual franchise shall
ever be granted. No {ranchise for
a term exceeding twenty years
shalt be effective until approved by
a majority of the electors voting
thereon, at a general or special
election,

Section 10,03, Public Hearings,
Before any franchise ordinance is
adopted or any rates, fares, or
prices to be charged by a publie
utility are fixed hy the council,
the council shall hold a public
hearing on the matter. Notice of
such hearing shall be published at
least twice in the official news-
paper not less than iwenty days
prior to the date of the hearing.
. Section 10,04, Power of Regula-
tion Reserved. Subject fo any ap-
plicable law the council may by
ordinance reasonably regulate and
control the exercise of any fran-
chise including the maximum
rates, fares, or ©prices to be
charged by the grantee. No fran.
chise value shall be included in
the valuation of the grantee's pro-
perty in regulating utility rates,
fares, or prices under any appli-
cable law, ordinance, or regulae
tion or in proceedings for munici-
pal acquisition of the grantee's
property by purchase or eminent
domain.

Section- 10.05. Renewals or Ex-
tensions. Every extension, renew-
al, or modification of any exist-
ing franchise or of any franchise
granted hereafter shall be sub-
ject to the same limitations and
shall be granted in the same man-
ner as a new franchise,

CHAPTER 11
Public Ownership and
Operation of Utillties

Section 11.01. - Acquisition and
Operation of Utilities. The city
may own and operate any gas,
water, heaf, power, light, tele-
phone, or other public utility for
supplying its own needs for utility
service or for supplying utility
service to private consumers or
both. It may construct all facilities
reasonably needed for that pur-
pose and may acguire any exist-
ing utility properties so needed;
but no proceedings to acquire any
such public utility shall be con-
sumated unless the city has the
money, in the treasury to pay for
acquisition or has made provision
for paying for the property pro-
posed to be acquired. The opera-
tion of all public utilities owned by
the city shall be under the super-
vision of the city manager,

Section 11.02. Rates and Finane-
es. Upon recommendations made
by the city manager or upon its
own motion, the couneil may fix
rates, fares, and_ prices for mu-
nicipal utilities, but_ such rates,
fares and prices shall be just and
reasonable, before any such rates,
fares, or prices are fixed by the
council. In like manner the coun-
cil may prescribe the time and

manner in which payments for all
such services shall be made, and
may make such other regulations
as may be_ necessary, and pre-
seribe penalties for violation of
such regulations. )

Section 11.03. Purchase in Bulk,
The council may, in lieu of pro-
viding for the local production of
gas, electricity, water and other
utilities, purchase tlie same in
bulk and resell them to loecal con-
sumers at such rates as it may fix.

Section 11.04. XLease of Plant.
The council may, if the public
interests will be served thereby,
contract with any responsible per-
son, co-partnership, or corporation
for the operation of any utility
owned by the cily, upon such
rentals and conditions as it may
deem necessary; hut such con-
tract shall be embodied in and let
only by an ordinance approved
by four members of the council
and subject to popular referen-
dum. Such ordinance shall not be
an emergency ordinance. In no
case shall such contract be for a
longer term than ten years.

Seection 11.05. Public  Utility:
How_ Sold, No public utility owned
by the -city shall be sold or other-
wise disposed of by the city un-
less the full terms of the pro-
position of sale or other disposi-
tion are embodied in an ordinance
approved by a majority of the
electors vating thereon at a gen-
eral or special election. In ‘the
case of a water works or light
plant, any sale, lease, or aban-
donment shall be subject, in addi-
tion, to the requirements of state

law.

Section 11.06. Notice of Hearings.
Notice of hearings shall be pub-
lished at least iwice in the of-
ficial newspaper not less thah
twenty days prior to the date of
hearing. Additional notice of such
public "hearing may be given in
such manner as the council may
determine.

CHAPTER 12
Miscellancous and
Transitory Provisions

Section 12.01, Official Publica-
tions, The council shall annually
designate a legal newspaper of
general circulation in the city as
its official newspaper in which
shall be published ordinances and
other matters required by law to
be so published as well as such
other matters as the council may
deem it in the public inierest to
have published in this matter.

Section 12,02. Oath of Office.
Every officer of the city shall,
before entering upon the duties of
his office, take and subscribe an
oath of office in substantially the
following form: “I do solemnly
swear (or affirm) to support the
constitution of the United States
and of this state and to_discharge
faithfully the duties devolving upon
me as (mayor, councilman, city
manager, etc.) of the city of
Blaine to the best of my judg-
ment and ability.”’ )

Section 12.03. City Officers not
to be Interested in Contracts. Ex-
cept as otherwise permitted by
law, no officer of the city who is
authorized to take part in any
manner in any contraet with th=
city shall voluntarily have a per-
sonal finaneial interest in such
contract or personally benefit fi-
riancially therefrom.

Section 12.04. Official Bonds. The
city manager, the city clerk, the
city treasurer, and such other of-
ficer or employees of the city as
may be provided for by ordihance
shall each before entering upon the
duties of his respective office or
employment, give a corporate
surety bond to the city in such
form and in such amount as may
be fiked by the council as security
for the faithful performance of
either individual or blanket bonds
in the discretion -of the council.
They shall he approved by the
city” council and approved as fo
form by the city attorney and
filed with the city c¢lerk. The pro-
vigions of the laws of the state
relating to the official bond not
inconsistent with this charter shall
be complied with, The premiums
on such bonds shall be paid by
the city.

Section 12.,05. Sales of Real Prop-
erty. No real property of the city

shall be disposed of except by or.
dinance, The proceeds of any sale
of such property shall be used as
far as possible to retire any out-
standing indebtedness incurred hy
the ecity in the purchase, con-
struction, or improvement of this
or other property used for the
same public purpose. If there is
no such outstanding indebtedness
the proceeds shall be placed in
the general fund,

Section 12,06, Vacation of Streets,
The council may by ordinance
approved by at least four mem-
bers of the council vacate any
street or alley or parf thereof with-
in the city. Such vacation may be
made only after published and
written notice and an opportunity
for affected property owners and
public {0 be heard, and upon such
further terms and by such pro-
cedure as the council by ordi-
nance may prescribe. A notice of
completion of such roceedings
shall be filed' with the proper
i:ounty officers in accordance with
aw.

Section 12,07, City to Succeed to
Rights and Ohligations to Former
Village. The eity shall succeed 1o
all the property, rights and priv-
ileges, and shall be subject to all
the legal obligations of the pre-
ceding village.

Section 12.08, Statutes Not Af-
fected by Charter. All general
laws ahd statutes of the state ap-
plicable to all cities operating un-
der home rule charters, or appli-
cahble to citles of the same class
as the City of Blaine operating un-
der home rule charters, and not
inconsistent with the provisions of
this charter, shall aﬁply to the
City of Blaine, and shall be con-
strued ' as supplementary to the
provisions of this charter.

Section 12.09. Existing Ordinanc-
es Continued. All ordinances and
regulations of the city in force
when this charter- takes -affect,
and not inconsistent with the pro-
visions thereof, are hereby con-
tinued in full force and effect un-
+il amended or repealed.

Section 12.10. Pending Condem-
nations and Assessments. Any con-
demnations or assessment proceed-
ing in progress when this charter
takes effect shall be continued
and completed under the laws un-
der which such proceedings were
begun, All assessments made by
the city prior to the time when
this charter takes effect shall be
collected and the lien thereof en-
forced in the same manner as if
this charter had not been adopted.

Section 1211, Ordinances to
make charter effective. The coun-
eil shall by ordinance make sSuch
regulations as may he necessary
to carry out and make effective
the provisions of this charter.

We, the undersigned, being duly
appointed, qualified, and acting
members of_ the Charter Commis-
sion in and for the Village of
Blaine, Anoka County, Minnesota
hereby certify that the foregoing
document, -consisting of twelve
chapters, is the drait of a pro-
posed charter prépared and
framed by said Charter Commis-
sion, and hereby affix our signa-
tures to said draft in testimony of
our approval thereof, and deliver
the same ta the Honorable Wil-
fred R. Swedeen, Mayor and Chief
Executive Officer of the Village
of Blaine for action pursuant to
law.

Dated at Blaine Village, Minne-
sota, this 1st day -of October, 1964.

Stanley N. Thorup

Jerome A, Trapp

Edna Bremer

Ray S. Johnston

Ray M, Omann

Wilfred R. Swedeen

Don Knoll

Ross D, Brown

Robert D. Camp

Gerald B. Schuessler

Ray Shimek

The foregoing draft of a pro-
posed charter and certificate in
connection therewith received, this
1st day of October, 1964.

WILFRED R. SWEDEEN
Mayor and Chief Executive
of the Village of Blaing,
Anoka County, Minnesota
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CERTIFICATE
OF

RATIFICATION

I, Wilfred R, Swedeen, being the duly elected Chief
Magistrate (Mayor) of the Village of Blaine, Anoka

County, now City of Blaine, do hereby certify that

the foregoing document consisting of Chapters 1 through
12, inclusive, is the Cipy Charter for Blaine;, Minnesota,
said Gharter having been‘submitted to the Village Gouncil
of Blaine by the Board of Freeholders (Charter Commission)
on the 1lst day of October, 1964, that the Charter was
approved by the electorate of the Village of Blain€ on
November 3, 1964, by a vote of 2,989 for, 1,343, against;
said election results were canvassed by the Village Council
on November 5, 1964, at a Regular Meeting of said Council,
all in accordance with the law,

Dated the _ 5th  day of __ November 1964,

f?/{ Mi’(ﬁfﬁdlﬁ'fw

/' Wilfred‘R, Swedeen
Chief Magistrate (Mayor)
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