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CERTIFICATE OF RATIFICATION OF PROPOSED Afi:IENDMENT 
TO HOME RULE CHARTER OF THE CI'rY OF VIRGINIA, ST .. 

LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
---------------..---------~._., 

I, Paul Lundmark, as Clerk of the City of Virginia, Sto 

Louis County, Minnesota, do hereby certify that the proposed 

amended Home Rule Charter of the City of Virginia hereto 

attached and hereby made a part hereof as adopted by the Charter 

Commission of the City was, after being duly published accord

ing to law, submitted to the qualified voters of the City of· 

Virginia at a Special Charter Amendment Election held in said 

City on the 4th day of February, 1964, pursuant to notice of 

such election as required by lawo That at said special election 

the hereto attached amendment received 3,744 affirmative votes 

and 1,307 negative votes; that the total votes cast at such 

election was 5,0510 That following the canvass of said votes 

as required by law, the City Council of the City of Virginia 

duly adopted on February 11, 1964, a resolution declaring said 

charter amendment duly adopted; that said resolution was pre

sented to the Mayor of said City on February 13, 1964, and 

approved by said Mayor on February 18, 1964> whereupon said 

resolution was duly published according to law. That this Cer

tificate is made pursuant to the constitution of the State of 

Minnesota and the statutes in such state made and provided., 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto affixed my signa

ture and the corporate seal of the City of Virginia this L2.!/ 
day of March, 1964. 

&fb1qqa~ 
c"'A,11 OW Mii~~fi§OTA Clerk 
~

1
PENJl.'i:ME"iJtt QI{ ~TATJ!. City of Virginia 

·t~l lL,EJD 
MAR 2 81964 
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!)IW'i/4: .i_·. ~ 
~to~utu.t1 ui State 
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V:i.1•g5.mr>.~ Minne:::ota 
.January 14? 1964 

The Hono .Ernest Johnson~ MayoT 
of the City of Virginia 

Virginia, Minnesota 

We~ the undersigned? being duly appointed and qualified members of the 

board of ;freeholders of the City of Virginia 9 Minnesota? having given consid

erable study to the Charter of the City of Virginia!I have prepared the forego

ing attached amendment to said Charter of the City of Virginiao 

Therefore~ under and pursuant to powers conferred upon the board of 

freeholders in and for the City of Virginia and acting in accordance with the 

statutes in such case made and provided9 we have~ in testimony and approval 

thereof, hereto unanimously affixed our signatures and do submit the same 

to you as Mayor of the City of Virginia for submission to the voters of the 

City of Virginia in the manner prescribed by lawo 

Respectfull:,r sttbmitted9 

EMIL ERICKSONi 
Chairman 
JOHN A,, TRENTI 9 
Secretary 
HERBERT Ko ANDERSON9 JR., 
ARTHUR HAUTALA. 
SYLVIA ISAACSON 
QUERRINO JENIA 
NEIL LAHT.I: 
J" Go MILROY9 JR. 
GEORGE PEPELNJAK 
ELIO PIETRINI 
VERNON D. SAXHAUG 
WILLIAM SMOLENSKY 
F.DY TJI.MTE 
LA.URA. VERITY 
JOHN VUKELICH 
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.AlvlENDED CillffiTER 

of the 

CITY OF VIRGINIA 

(Adopted9 February 49 1964) 
***************************** 

CHAPTER ONE 

Name and Boundaries 

Section 1 .,. ~ .2f Ci t:v; ... The City of' Virginia in the County of Sto 

Louis in the State o:r M:i.nnesotas, shall 11 upon the taking effect of this 

charter II continue to be a city under the name of the City of Virginia., 

and shall continue to be a municipal corporationo 

Section ,g_ ... Boundaries .2.f. Cit:y - The territory constituting the City 

o:r Virginia, and the said limits and boundaries thereof, shall be as 

follows& All of Sections Six (6)s, Seven (7) 11 Sixteen (16) 11 Seventeen 

(17) 9 Eighteen (18) i> Nineteen (19), Twenty ( 20), and Twenty-one ( 21); 

the West Half of Section Five (5) 9 the West Half of Section Eight (8) 9 

and a parcel of land described as followsi Starting at a point one 

hundred (100) feet east and forty ( 40) feet south of the center point 

of Section Eight (8) 9 thence east one hundred (100) feet9 thence south 

one hundred and twenty (120) feetp thence west one hundred (100) feet 9 

thence north one hundred and twenty (120) feet 9 to place of beginning; 

all in Town.ship Fi:fty ... eight (,58) North of Range Seventeen (17) West of 

the Fo'lll'th Pr-lncipal Meridiano 

CHAl?TER TWO 

Powers of the City 

Section l ... General t_o~.~ 9£. ~ Qi.~ - The City of Virginia shall 

have and use its present seal, and may alter it at its pleasuro; 



may contractt and be cont:cacted vdth9 may take by purchase~ co:ndemnation 

or othe;rwise 9 and hoJ.d9 lease 11 sell, o:r convey all such :real a.nd personal 

property as its purposes may 1•equire9 or the transaction of' business may 

render convenientll within or without the limits of the City 9 as now pro

vided by law9 may sue and be sued; '!.Wiiy acquire, construct9 own, lease, and 

operate public utilities 9 and public works and improvements; may g:rant 

franchises or licenses for construction11 operation and maintenance of ,, 
public ut.i.lities in the City9 and shall have power to establish fees and 

regulations for the operation thereof; may assess 9 levy, and collect taxes9 

for general or special purposes on a.11 subjects or objects which the City 

is not by law forbidden to tax; may levy and collect assessments f'or local 

improvements; may borrow money on the .faith and credit of the City 9 or on 

a public utility or other p:r-operty owned by the City; may appropriate the 

money of the City for all lawful purposes; for the protection and promotion 

of the health and welfare of the residents of the City~ may license and regu0 

late personsll corporations and associations engaged in any business 9 oocu:pa.

tion9 trade 9 or profession; may define 9 prohibit9 abate 9 suppress 9 all things 

detrimental to the health, morals, comfort 9 safety-9 oonvenience9 and welfare 

o:t the inhabitants of the City9 and all nuisances and causes the:reo:f; may 

regulate the construction9 height9 and materials used in all buildings in 

the City, and the maintenance and occupancy thereof; may make and enforce 

local police and sanitary regulations; may pass ordinances for maintaining 

and promoting peace 9 good government9 and welfare of the City9 and for the 

performance of all the functions thereof; may exercise such powers beyond 

its corporate limits as may be necessary £or the effective exercise of any power 

granted herein as now authorized by law; may contract for the exchange 0£ or 

use of its services beyond its corporate lim:its vdth othe~ municipalities or 

political subdivisions; and in addition theretosi the City of Virginia shall J:.avo 
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and exercise all powerfl~ ·•.functicns9 rights 9 and privileges exercised 

byl) or which are possible to? or inherent in municipal corporat:i.ons 9 

and are not denied to it by the constitution or the laws of the State 

of Minnesotao 

Sectisn!±,. Interpretation£.! Charter - The provisions of this Charter 

shall be construed liberally in favor of the City9 to the end that it 

may have all the powers necessary for the efficient conduct of its muni

cipal affa.irso The specific mention of particular municipal powors in 

other sections o.f this Charter shall not be construed as lirni ting the 

general powers of the City to those specifically mentionedo All powers 

of the City of Virginia9 unless otherwise provided in this Charter9 

shall be exercised by the City Council 9 or under ita directiono 

CHA.PTER THREE 

Elective Officers and Elections 

Section .2, ... Elective Of'ficers 9 Terms 9 Compensation ... The elective officers 

of the City shall be a Mayor 7 elected for a term 0£ two years; a Treasurer, 

elected for a term of two years; nine aldermen9 elected for terms of four 

years; and a Municipal Judge and a Special Municipal Judge~ elected for 

terms of sixyearso All elective officers shall have been residents of 

the City of Virginia for not less than two years prior to their filing 9 

and they shall be qualified electors of the Cityo No elective officer 

elected after this Charter takes effect shall hold any other paid 

municipal office or employment for the City during the term for which 

he shall have been electedo The Council shall by resolution fix the 

rate of crompensation for all elective officers~ subject to the laws of 

the State of Minnesota 9 but the rate of compensation so fixed shall not 

be altered for the term to which such officer is elected9 nor shall such 

compensation be altered between the date of the City primary election and 
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the ;anuary first next followingo 

Jlection .§. .. miecti,911 ~ ~ ... Six of the alde1'l:11en shall be elected by 

wards, and three at large., The Co1mcil shall establish the boundaries 

as often as necessary9 so that each ward is as compact in area as prac~ 

ticable, and so that the most populous ward shall not exceed the population 

of the least populous ward by more thar1 thirty per oent,. 

Section 2. - General and FLimar;y Election~ General elections of the 

elective officers of the City shall be held the first Tuesday after the 

first Monday in Nove1nber of each odd ... nU111ber0d year; primary elections 

shall be held two weeks prior to the general electiono A candidate for 

elective office shall file m.th the City Clerk a certificate stating his 

qualifications for office 9 and the oi'fice fo:r which he is a candidate; 

and shall pay the Clerk a filing fee of ten dollarso Said certificate 

shall be filed with the City Clerk not earlier than thirty days nor 

later than ten days prior to the primary election" In all other respectssi 

primary~ generals, and special elections concerlng the City shall be con ... 

ducted as the Council may direct? and as provided in the election laws of 

the State of Jfdnnesotao The Council shall canvass the returns of votes 

cast at all City elections, and declare the results thereofa 

Section .§. - Vacancies ~ Q.!.{i.ce ... The terms of office of the Mayor 
9 

the 

City Treasureri, and the members of the Council shall cotlJlllence on the first 

day of January next following their respective elections 0 Whenever a 

vacancy Occurs in any said elective office of the Citys> the Council shallii 

by resolution, appoint a qualified person to serve the unexpired term in 

such o.fficeo A vacancy shall be deemed to enst in case of the failure 

of any person elected or appointed thereto to qualify on or before the 

date hi.s term begins~ or by reason of his death? resignation~ removal 

from office 11 removal from the City 11 or continuous absence from the City 
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for more than three months; or by :reason o:f conviction of a felony of 

any such person9 whether before or after his qualificationi or by 

reason of the failure of any such person without good cause to perform 

arty of the duties of his office for a period of three monthso In such 

case, the Council shall by resolution declare such vacancy to exist and 

shall forthwith appoint an eligible person to fill such vacated office 

until the next regular municipal election~ when the office shall be 

filled for the unexpired term" The terms and the commencement of office 

of the Municipal Judge and the Special Municipal Judge 9 as well as any 

appointment to fill any vacancy thereinj shall be as provided in State 

La.Wo 

Section .2,"" Removal 2f. Officers 2f. ~ Cit:y; - Any administrative officer 

of the City, aey or all members of any Commission of the City 9 or any 

elected officer of the City (except the Municipal Judge and Special 

Municipal Judge) may be removed from his office by the affirmative vote 

of two-thirds of all members of the Council; but no such officer shall 

be so removed except for just cause~ nor unless he has first been fur

nished with a copy of the charges against himg and has had reasonable 

opportunity to be hee.rd11 in person or by counsel, in his own defense., 

Section 1Q...,. kcall £?! Elective Officers - Any five electors of the City 

may form themselves into a committee for the purpose of bringing about 

the recall of any elected officer of the City, except the Municipal 

Judge or the Special Municipal Judgeo The committee shall certify to 

the City Clerk the name of the officer whose removal is sought11 a state

ment of not more than two hundred and fifty words of the grounds fol'.' 

removal1> and a declaration of' their intention to bring about his recall.,_ 

A copy of this certificate shall be attached to each signature paper 9 

and no signature paper sha.11 be put into circulation ptior to such 
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certificationo The petition for the recall of any official, consisting 

of a certificate identical with that filed with the City Clerk9 together 

with all the signature papers and affidavits thereto attached1 shall be 

signed by a number of voter$ equal to at least twenty five pel' cent of 

the total number of votes cast at the last preceding regular municipal 

election for the office., All the signatures need not be on one signature 

paper!! but the circulator of every such pa.per shall make an aff'idavit 

that each signature appended to the paper is the genuine signature of 

the pe:rsonwhose name it purports to be., Within thirty days after the 

filing of the origi:nal certificate, the committee shall file the completed 

petition in the office oi' the City Clerk? who shall examine the same 

within the ne:2tt :five days, and if he finds it irregular of insufficient 

in any way he shall so notify one or more members of' the committeeo The 

committee shall then be given ten days in which to file additional signa

ture papers and to correct the petition in all other respects~ but they 

may not change the statement of the grounds upon which the recall is 

soughto If' at the end of that time tho City Clerk shall find tho peti ... 

tion still to be irregular o:i:- insufficient9 he shall notify all the mem

bers of the conllUittee to that effect and shall file the petition in his 

office~ and no further action shall be taken thereono If the petition 

be found sufficient~ the City Clerk shall transmit it to the Council 

without delay 9 and shall also officially notify the person sought to be 

recalled of the sufficiency of the petition and of the pending actiono 

The Council shall at its next meeting provide for the holding of a 

special recall election for the office and in the territorial area con.,. 

cernedo The recall election shall be held not less than thirty nor more 

than £orty .. five da.ys thereafter~ provided~ that if any other election is 

to ocour within sixty days after such meeting, the Council may in its 

discretion provide for the holding of the recall election at that timeo 
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In the published call for the election there shall be given the state ... 

ment of the grounds for the recall and also? in not more than f'ive hun ... 

dred words 9 the answer of the officer concerned in justification of his 

course in officeo In the recall election the officer whose recall is 

sought shall be a candidate; any other person or persons may file as 

candidates for the office not la.tel" than ten days prior to the date of 

the l"ecall election; such filing, except for the specification of dates, 

shall be according to the provisions of Section Seven aboveo The can

didate receiving the greatest number of votes in the recall election 

shall be deemed elected to com.plate the unexpired term of the office 

for which he was elected., Should no other candidate bes:i.de the incumbent 

file prior to ten days before the date set for the recall election, the 

eleotion shall not be held; the incumbent shall thereupon complete the 

unexpired term of his officea Should the incumbent resign his office 

prior to ten days before the recall election, the election shall not be 

held, and the City Clerk shall thereupon certify the office to be vacant., 

Any vacancy created by such resignation shall be filled by the Council 

as provided in Section Eight aboveo 

CHAPTER FOUR 

Ex:ecutive and Administrative Officers 

Section 11 ... Office 2!, ~ Mayor - The Mayor shall be recognized as the 

official head of the City, and he shall be the chief executive officer 

of the Cityo It shall be his duty to see that the laws of the State of 

Minnesota 11 the provisions of this Charter 9 and the ordinances of the City 

a.re duly observed and enforced within the CityD It shall be his further 

duty to see that the elective and appointive officers of the City faith

fully discharge their respective duties$ and to that end may institute 

and maintain on behalf of the City any appropriate action or proceeding 



a.gainst any delinquent officero The Mayor may9 from time to time 9 submit 

to the Council proposals dealing with matters of concern to the City~ and 

he shall at the end of each fiscal year submit to the Council a written 

report on the general condition of affairs of the Cityo 

Section 12 ~ Administrative Officers~ General Provisions~ At its first -
regular meeting in January in each even numbered yea?\, the Council shall 

appoint the following administrative officers; a City Clerk, a CityA.ttorneyll 

a City Assessor., a City Engineer9 and a City Health Officero Each such 

administrative officer shall be appointed for a term of two years, and each 

shall be appointed solely on the basis of merit and fitness for his dutieso 

Each such officer shall have been a resident of the City of Virginia for a 

period of not less than two years immediately prior to his appointment; 

provided that~ the Council may in its discretion waive the residency require

me:nt in the appointment of' the City Engine0r 0 The Council shall fix such 

compensation for each administrative officer as -will secure competent and 

faithful performance of the duties thereof0 The Council shall havo power to 

authorize tho appointment or employment of such deputies$ assistantst or 

otherporsonnel as tho proper management of each adlllinistrative office may 

requiroo Each administrativo officer shall have tho power to appoint9 sub~ 

ject to the approval of a majority of tho mombors .. elect of tho Council9 such 

assistants or doputios as have boon authorized for his office; each adminis

trative of'fioor shall have tho powor to employ such other personnel as have 

been authorized for his office; providod that 11 all such appointments or 

employment shall be solely on the basis of merit and fitness for du.ty of 

the persons appointod or employed0 Each such administl:'ative officer shall 

have authority to remove apy1·assistan~ deputy or other employee provided for 

his offico; provid0d that 9 no such assist.ant9 deputy9 or other employeo sha.D. 

be removed except for causoo Prior to remo~al9 the administrative officer 
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shalll. notify the party in writing and state his reasons for the proposed 

removalo Within five days after receipt of said notice~ the party may 

make a written request for a hearing before the Council and it shall be 

granted before final action on the removal is takeno No administrative 

officer or member of any Commission shall hold any other paid municipal 

office or employ.m.ento 

Section 2J_.,. ~ City Clerk ... Powers and Duties .... The City Clerk shall 

keep the corporate seal of the Cityll and all. papers and records thereof\ 

except as herein othel:'Wise prov.idedo He shall attend all meetings of 

the Council and keep a ~ecord of all proceedings thereof~ and be the 

purchasing agent of the Council unless another is specifically so desig

natedo He shall draw and sign all orders on the treasurer as directed 

by the Council~ except as in this Charter specifically provided other-

'Wise, and he shall keep a :full and accurate account of orders drawn by 

him and to whom and for what purpose the same are drawno He shall attest 

the signature of the Mayor to all contracts~ and affix the seal of the 

City thereto 9 and deliver the same to the proper officer or partyo He 

shall. keep regular books of accounts, which shall at all times show the 

precise financial condition of the City and which shall contain separate 

accounts with the different City officers and the various funds of the 

City9 the amount 51 date and purchase of ea.ch Council appropriationsi and 

paj7Illents made on account of the same 0 He shall endorse on each resolu... 

tion and ordinance the time when tho same was delivered by him to the 

Mayor, and the time when it was returned to him by the Mayo:ra He shall 

have the supervision of all printing and publications ordered by the 

Council~ and shall cause to be published in the official papers the min

utes of all proceedings of the Council, as soon after each meeting as 

practicable~ and also cause to be published in said papers all ol:'dil'lances 

... 10 .. 
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as soon as practicable after their final passage? and further, shall 
~ 

(, .. ,J perform such duties as are imposed by law on City Cle:rkso 

Section l!,t ~ git~ Treasurer - Powers~ Duti~ Q•The Treasurer shall 

Q receive and safely keep all money belonging to or accruing to the City 

and its departmentso He shall be the custodian of all bonds9 certifi= 

cates of indebtedness~ or other securities held by the City or its de

partments0 Upon receipt of any money he shall credit it to the various 

funds which the Council or this charter shall have established,;, Such 

money shall be deposited daily in the name of the City to the order of 

the Treasurer in depositories designated by the Council~ 

Upon an authorized order~ properly drawn and countersignedi the City 

Treasurer shall pay out money of the City and its departmentso Records 

shall be kept of all receipts and disbursem.ents 17 and each month a state ... 

ment shall be submitted to the City Council revealing the amounts receiv.,. 

ad and disbursed in each fund 9 and the balance of such fundso Records 

,of bonds and coupons 11 paid and unpaid11 and a file of those cancelled and 

paid shall be maintained by the Treasurero 

Section 12, - ~ Cit_y Attomeyg Powers !n,c! Duties .. The City Attorney 

shall be the chief legal officer of the City9 and shall have been9 prior 

to his appointment, admitted to practice in all the courts in this State 

for at least two yea.rso It shall be his duty9 when necessa:ey11 to appear 

in and conduct all civil suits and legal proceedings in which the City 

or any department thereof shall be directly or indirectly interested; 

when necessary9 to take charge of and conduct prosecutions for the vio-

b lations of all ordinances t resolutions or regulations of the council or 

any co111trdssion or officer of the City; upon request of any officer of 

the City 9 including m.embe:i:-s of commissions of the City :1 to give m tten 

legal opinions or advice on any matters respecting their official duties 

.. 11 ... 
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or municipal affairsi to perform such duties consistent with his office, 

as may be required of him by the council; and such further duties as 

may be imposed by law on city attorneys 0 No spacial or assistant attorney 

shall bo employed by any department of the City without the request of the 

City Attorney and the prior approval of tho City Councilo 

Section le.""~ Ci~:y, Assessor ... Powe:t-s ~ Duties "" Tho City Assessor 

shall make a fair and equitable valuation of all taxable property in the 

City9 according to the tax laws of tho State of Minnosotao His assess ... 

ments may bo revised, in the into:rost of fail'!less, by tho Boa1"<i of 

Equalization of the City Council9 0sta.blished as provided in Section 20 

of this chartero The Assessor shall bo a full ti..1110 officer of the City; 

during his term. as Assessor he shall hold no othor employment or engage 

in any othor business or profossion 0 Tho Council shall provido for a 

competitivo oxaIIJ:i.nation for tho offico of' Assessor~ no person shall bo 

appointed as Assosso~ who has not ranked as one of the top three contest... 

ants in such cotnpotitivo oxam:ination0 Once an Assessor has boon appointed 

as spocifiod abovo, tho Council may at its discretion waive tho require ... 

mont for examination should it desire to roappoint tho samo person as 

Assossoro 

Section 12, ... ~ City Health Offico~\J 1'.h2_ ,City Boa_rst £!Health ... Powers 

~Duties~ Tho City Hoalth Officer shall boa physician9 duly licensed 

to practice medicine in tho State of Minnosota 0 On matters concerning 

tho health of :rosidonts of tho City11 ho shall from time to time co:nsult 

with two layman' appointed by tho Council for terms coincident with his 

own 11 and who with him shall constitute tho Board of Health of the Cityo 

It shall be his duty to make such surveysll inspoctionsll and studies as 

will kocp him constantly informed concorning tho health of the rosidents 

of the City; under appropriate circumstances to impose quarantines, 

- 12 .. 
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and to order burials 9 to rogister births and deaths w.i.thin the City of' 

Virginia; to issue orders abating nuisances dangerous to health; to ad

vise tho Council and other officers of tho City on matters concerning 

the health of tho community; to perform such duties pertaining to his 

office as the Council may :require; a.1'1d with the Boa.rd of Health to per

form such other duties as may ba imposed on l7l.Unicipal Boards of Health 

by the laws of tho State of Minnesota.11 Tho Council mays, by ordinanco9 

dotermino that all or some of tho sorvicos spocifiod in this soction 

shall bo porformod by an ag,mcy of the County of Sta Louiso 

Section 1Jl - ~ _Q}t;v Engineer ... ~l ~~;1 ~ ... The City Engfuoor 

shall bo a civil engineer :rogistorcd undor the L:-;..~,rs of tho Ste.to of 

Minnosotatt Tho City Engineer shall h·) a f'u:n t:::l~.0 cf!'i.001· of t.!v.1 C:i:ty 

and during his term as oity enginoor~ ho s~1a1.1 hold no othor 0:.:r,:p},..;ymont 

or ongago in any othor business or profossiono Tho City Enginoo~ shall 

have the supervision and genoral charge of all work done on any stroet9 

highway:i> alleylil sower and water mains in the Cityo He shall dotormino 

or approve tho location of all s0wor, telophonolil water, gas9 heat and 

other utility systems or any portion thoroof to bo located in the City 

and he shall perform such additional duties appropriate to his office 

as tho Council may roquiroo A designated suporintondent of public works 

shall bo his assistant, but not noccssari.ly his only a.ssist~t9 and shall 

bo a.ppointed and may bo removed as provided in Section 12 of this Chartoro 

CHA.PTER FIVE 

Tho City Council - Powo:t>s 9 Organization and Procedure> 

Section 12. - Powo~ 2£. 2 Counnil ... The legislative power of tho City of 

Virginia shall bo exercised by tho City Councill) Tho powers of the Council 

' shall boas specified or implied in tho provisions of this Cha.rtor3 and as 

... 13 .. 
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may be further specified or implied by the laws of the State of Minnesotao 

Section gQ. - Org¥,D~ati<m_£!_ ~ Council - The Council shall organize at its 

first regular meeting in January next follo'Wing the regular municipal 

election 0 At this time it shall elect from its own number for the en-

suing two years a President? a Vice~President~ a Board of Tax Equali-

zation composed of the President of the Council and four elected members 

of the Councilj and such committees and other officers as may be needed 

for the transaction of its businessa Election 'Within the Council shall 

be by ballot and the affil"Illative vote of a majority of the members-

elect of the Council shall be necessary to electo The President~ and 

in case of the absence of the President1 the Vice~President1 shall 

preside over the meetings of the Council 9 and shall sign all ordinances 

and resolutions passed by the Councilq The President of the Council 

shall also have and exercise!) under the title of Acting Mayor9 the 

powers and duties of the Mayor du:ring the absence of the Mayor from 

the City!) or during a:ny time the Mayor may be unable to discharge the 

duties of his office; and the acts of such Acting Mayor shall have the 

same force and effect as if perf'ol"Illed by the Mayor; provided that 9 if 

the office of Mayor becomes vacant 9 said vacancy shall be filled as 

provided in Section Eight aboveo 

Section~ - Meeting@ .2f. ~ Council - At its annual organization ineist

i:ng9 the Council shall set the time for its regular meetingso Special 

meetings may be called by the Mayor~ or by the President of the Councilo 

The call for special meetings shall be in writing 0 No business shall 

be transacted at a special meeting unless such business shall have been 

specified in the call for such special mectingo A majority or the mem

bers~elect of the Council shall constitute a quo1"l.L.~9 but less than a 

majority may adjourn from time to time, and a minority as well as a 

. .,,. 14 ... . .. 
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majority may compel the attendance of absent memberso Except as this 

Charter may otherwise provide 9 or as the Council may otherwise speci

fically provide, the Council shall conduct its business according to 

Roberts Rules of Ordero 

Section ,gg_ - Passage .2f. Ordinances~ Resolutions - Every legislative 

act of the Council shall be by ordinance; in all other matters, as .may 

be specified her:i.n or as the Council may deem proper9 the Council may 

act by resolution, or by motion to be entered in the minuteso The 

style of all ordinances shall be: vvThe City Council of the City of 

Virginia do ordain as follows o o o on No ordinance 9 except for general 

appropriations 9 shall contain more than one subject 9 which shall be 

expressed in its titleo No ordinance shall be introduced except at a 

regular meeting 9 and provided further 9 that an exact copy of said 

Ordinance shall have been made available to each member of the Council 

at the previous regular meetingo The first reading of the proposed 

ordinance shall be held at the first regular meeting following the 

meeting in which exact copies of the ordinance are made available to 

the Council memberso Its second :t•eading shall be held at the next regu ... 

lar meeting and such ordinance shall not be amended after the meeting at 

which it receives its second readingo It shall receive its third read

ing at the next regular meeting subsequent to the time of the second 

readingo A vote upon the ordinance shall then be takeno 

Section~ - Passage~ ~ ~ .2f. Ordinances~ Resolutions ... Every 

ordinance or resolution exoapt as in this Charter otherwise provided~ 

shall be passed by a majority vote of the members-elect of the Counc:t1 7 

taken by yeas and nays, which shall be entered in the minutes of the 

Councilo Such ordinance or resolution shall be signed by the President 

of the Council and attested by the City Clerk9 and on the next day there-
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after the same shall be transmitted by the City Clerk to the Mayor for 

his approvalo No ordinance or resolution shall be signed by the M.ayor 

'Within four da.ys after it is presented to himo If he shall approve the 

same 9 he shall append his signature with the date of his approval thei•e ... 

to 9 and l:'eturn the same to the City Clerk 'Within ten days 9 Sundays ex ... 

ceptedsi from the date of its transmission to him; and if he declines to 

approve the same 9 he shall within the said period of ten days 9 :return 

the same to the City Clerk with a statement of his objections thereto$ 

to be presented to the Council at its next meeting thereafterQ Upon 

the return. of an ordinance or resolution to the Council without the 

'MayorQs approval 9 the question shall again be put upon the passage of 

the same 9 notwithstanding the objection of the Ma.yor9 and if upon such 

vote, which shall be taken by a call for yeas and nays!> not less than 

two-thirds of all the members-elect of the Council shall vote in favor 

of such ordinance or resolution, the same shall be declared enacted and 

shall have the same force and effect as if approved by the Mayor; pro~ 

vided9 however, that in all cases where the original action of the Council 

requil"es a two.,,thirds vote, the veto of the Mayor shall be effectual un

less overruled by a vote of not less than seven-ninths of the membersQ 

elect of the CouncilQ If any ol:'dinance or resolution submitted to the 

Mayor shall not be returned by him to the City Clerk on the tenth day, 

Sundays excepted, after presentation thereof ta him~ the same she.~.:. be 

deemed to approved by him, and he shall deliver the same to the C:i.. ty 

Clerk on demando No vote of the Council shall be reconsidered or re

scinded at a subsequent meeting of the Council unless at such meeting 

!.':) there are present at least as large a number of members as were p:t'ur-ent 

when said vote was takeno 

Section~~ Requirements£!. Two-thirds Vote~ 

Every Ol'dinance or resolution appropriating money~ levying a."ly tax or 
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assessment, creating any finan(}ial liability of the City9 authorizing 

the issuance of bonds of the City9 awarding or- approving any contract 

for payment of money, ordering any condomne:t.ion of private p:roperty9 

ordering the making of' any public'.improvementl' ordering the vacating 

of any street~ or removing any electi'V'e or administi•ative officer of the 

City (as provided in Section Nine of this Charter) shall require a 

vote of at least two-thirds of the members-elect of the Councilo All 

ordinances shall be recorded and indexed by the City Cle:rk9 in books to 

be provided for that pul'!)oseo Every ordinance and resolution shall be 

published -ence in the official :newspaper of the City before it takes 

effecto The Council shall annually designate some newspaper, which 

shall have been printed and published for not less than one year prior 

to its designation9 as the official paper of the City; and the Council 

shall also11 at such meeting 9 provide for the publicat:ion of the proceed ... 

ings of the Council in said official paper~ provided that 9 if for any 

reason no newspaper shall accept the publica:t.ion of the proceedings, 

ordinances 9 and resolutions of the Council9 the Council may adopt such 

other methods for the publication of its proceedings 9 ordinances and 

resolutions as it may determineo 

Section ~ ... ~ Initiative ... Prel11nina.ry Stafilt - Any five voters mqy 

form themselves into a committee for the initiation of any measul:;0 of 

public concerno After formulating their measure they shall file a 

verified copy thereof with the City Clerk, together 'With their names 

and a.ddrosses as :members of such connnittee 0 They shall also attach a 

verified copy of the proposed measure to each of the signature pap•.-;rs 

ta be circulated9 together with their names and addresses~ and the 

petition shall consist of the signature papers and the affidavits and 

documents attached theretoo Each signature paper shall be accompanied 

by an affidavit of the circulator thereof7 testifying that each signa ... 

... 17 -
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ture thereon is 't.he genuine slgn~ture o:t the person it pu1•ports to be o 

All the signature papers shall be filed in the of±'ice of the City Clerk 

as one inst1'lU11ent, and he shall w.i:chin five days thereafter ascertain 

by examination the number of votel's whose signatures are appended theretoo 

If he finds the petition to be irregular, or to be signed by fewer than 

fifteen per cent of the tota1 number of voters who cast their votes at 

the la.st preceding regular municipal election~ he shall at once notify 

one or more members of the committee~ The committee shall then be given 

thirty days in which to correct the petition or to file additional sig

nature paperso If at the end of that period the petition is found still 

to be insui'ficient or irregular, the committee shall be so notified, and 

all further proceedings concerning this particular petition shall cease~ 

provided9 however, that this shall not be construed to prevent the 

filing of a new petition :for the same purpose at some subsequent date~ 

nor to prevent the Council from enacting the proposal as an ordinance 

or resolutiono 

Section 26 - Action on Initiative Petition~ Should the City Clerk find - -=-==-=- - .-....... .-==== .... ---=-=-

the petition to be in due form and signed by not less than fifteen per 

cent of the total number of voters who cast their votes at the last 

regula.r municipal election? he shall submit the petition to the Council 

at their next regular meetinga The Council shall thereupon (a) F.i,,act 

it as an ordinance within sixty days from the time the petit,iri,1 ·;;r:;:..s sub ... 

mitted to it, in a form satisfactory to at least four-fifths of the com.. 

mittee sponsoring the petition11 or (b) submit the proposal to a ·;r::te of 

the people at any election regularly to be held among the votGil'f: '.).f the 

City within £our months from the date of submission of the pi:ri.:it:.:~0:n to 

the Council, or if no such election is due to be held during such time)) 

to submit the proposal to a vote of the people in a special r,J 1.;;1::tJ.un to 

be held not less than thirty days nor more than ninety days f.t•v!n the date 

... 18 -



of submission of the petition to the Councilo If' at such election the 

proposal shall receive a majority of the votes cast thereon, it shall 

take effect as if enacted as an ordinance by the Council~ and the veto 

of the 'Mayor shall have no effect upon ito 

Section~.,.~ Referendum - Preliminar;t Sta£s,£ ... Any five voters may 

form themselves into a committee to petition a vote of the people on 

any ordinance passed by the Council and before said ordinance takes 

etfecta After formulating their objections to said ordinance they shall 

file a verified copy thereof 'Wi. th the City Clerk~ together ,;d th their

names and addresses as members of the comm.ttteeo They shall attach a 

copy of their objections~ and their names and addresses~ to each 

signature paper to be circu.lated 0 Upon the filing of their objections 

with the City Clerk9 the ta.king effect of the ordinance objected to shall 

be postponedo Within thirty days after the filing aforesaidS> the commit ... 

tee shall file the completed petition with the City Clerk$) together with 

affidavits testifying that each signature thereon is the genuine signature 

of the person it purports to be,, He shall examine the same within the 

nexl:. i.'ive days, and if ho finds it to be in due form and to be signed by 

a nU11lber of voters equal to at least fifteen percent of the total number 

of votes cast at the last preceding regular municipal election9 he shall 

declare the petition to be adequate and shall forward the same to the 

Council at its next regular meeting O If' the City Clerk shall find the 

petition to be il"1sufficient or irregular9 the conmrl:ttee shall be given 

an additional tan days to correct such insufficiencies or irregularitieso 

If at the end of that time the City Clerk shall find the petition still 

to be irregular or insu.fficient9 he shall notify the members of the com

mittee to that effect; the petition shall thereupon be deemed to have 

failed9 and the ordinance objected to shall take effect at once9 or at 

such other tj_me as the Council may designate 0 
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Section 28 ... Act.ion on Re:f e~•endmn ... IT the City Clerk shall r0f er the ------ - -- . -~ 
petition to the Council as adequate 9 as described in Section 27 above~ 

the Council shall (a) repeal tho ordinance objected to 9 or a.mend it in 

a mannor satisfactory to four-fifths of tho members of the committee 

sponsoring tho petition 9 or (b) submit the ordinance to a Voto of the 

peoplo at any ol0ction regularly to be hold among tho voters of the City 

within sixty days from the date of submission of tho petition to tho 

Councill) or if no election is duo to bo held during such time, to submit 

the ordinance to a voto of the pooplo at a special oloction to bo 

hold during that timoo I£ at su¢h olootion tho ordinance shall rocoivo a 

majority of tho votes cast thorcon 9 it shall tako offoct at onco 9 or at 

another time to be spoci.fiad by tho Council 0 

CHP.PTER SIX 

Dopartmonts and Commissions of tho City 

Section~" Cornmiss,10~ - ~ppointmonts ~ Terms - Porforma.nco of oar~ 

tain sorvicos and £unctions o:f tho City shall bo vostod in a Department 

of Public Safoty9 a Dapartmont o:f Public Utilitios 9 a Library Dopartmont9 

a Park Doparlmont~ a Hospital DopartmontJ and a Department of Planning 

and ZoningQ Each department shall bo governed by a Commission of five 

mombors who shall have boon rosidonts and frooholdors of tho City for 

a period of not loss than fivo years inn:ll.ediatoly prior to thoir appoint ... 

monto Commissionors shall bo appointed by tho Mayor, subject to tho ap

proval of a majority of tho mombors-oloot of tho Council9 and shall hold 

offico for a term o:f five years and until thoir rospcctivo successors aro 

appointed and shall have qualifiod0 Should tho office of any Connnissionor 

bocomo vacant boforo tho expiration of the tom for which ho was appointed~ 

tho Mayor and tho Council~ as hcroinboforo providod9 shall appoint a parson 
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to serve the balance of the unoxpirod tcrma Commissionors shall servo 

without pay~ thoy shall be oligiblo for reappointment, nnd shall be so 

classified th~,t the term of one member of each Co:mrrdssion shall 0xpiro 

each yearo No Comraissionor shall hold any other office or employment 

under the City during the tom he serves as Cornmissionero Appointments 

of Cotnmissioners shall be made in January of each year, and their terms 

of office shall begin on February fi~st followingo The enumeration of 

certain Departments in this Section shall not be interpreted to preclude 

the establishment or continuance of such other Boa.rds 9 Commissions 7 or 

agencies as have been or may be established by ordinance~ statute, reso

lution or joint agreement with other governing bodiosa Except as specif

ically otherwise provided by statute, or by joint ag:reemont with other 

governing bodies 9 the organization~ tenns 9 and general powers and duties 

of' such Boards, Commissions, or agencies9 and membe:rs thereof separately 

established? shall be consolidated and re ... orga:nized to conform with the 

provisions of Sections ~ 11 30j and 36 of this Chartera 

Section lQ. ... Q,?J..m!!!.ssionsg Organization? General Powers ~ Duties ... 

The annual meeting of each Connnission shall be held during February; 

subsequent meetings shall be held at such times and places as the Com ... 

mission shall decidea Each Commission shall at its annual meeting elect 

from its members a President and a Secretary? who shall sign all 'Contracts 

and all orders for tho pa.j1lllent of money, and perform such other duties 

as usually portain to their officoso The appointed secretary of each 

Commission shall keep lninutes of each regular and special meeting of the 

Coxnmission and forward certified copies of said lninutes to the office of 

the City Clerk 'Within f'ive days after co:t•rection and approvala Said 

copies shall be kept on file in the office of the City Clerk in books 

kept for said purpose and no other publication 0£ said minutes shall be 

l'equired,. It shall be the duty of any appointed officer of the City~ 
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upon invitation of any comn:dssion11 to advise and consult idth any such 

Commissiono It shall be the duty of any Connnission9 upon invitation of 

the Counci111 to meet with the Council in executive session to advise 

and consult with the Councilo Each Cormssion shall make monthly finan ... 

cial reports and such other reporls a.s the Council may require; shall set 

bond to be given by such of its employees as have departmental f'unds in 

their charge9 and shall pay the premiums on such bondso Each Commission 

shall have sole power to deternrl.ne all matters relating to pay11 retire~ 

ment~ vacations 9 and sick leave of employees of its Department 9 no em

ployee shall be hired by any Commission without detel"Illining9 by -written 

examination or otherwise 9 his fitness for the position to which he is 

appointedo Each Commission shall have authority to remove or demote any 

employee except that any such demotion or removal shall be for cause~ 

Prior to removal or demotion9 the commission shall notify the employee 

in writing and state its reasons for the proposed rernovalo Within .five 

days after receipt of said notices, the employee may make a written re ... 

quest f'or a hearing before the commission and it shall be granted before 

final action on the removal or demotion is ta.keno Each department shall 

have power to sue9 and may be sued.9 on any matter relating to the manage ... 

111ent of its own affairso 

Section 21, ... J>ublic Safety: Commission - Powers ~ Duties ... The Depa.rt ... 

ment of Public Safety shall be govemed by the Public Safety Commissiono 

The Public Safety Commission shall have sole power to appoint a Police 

Chief and a Fire Chief; to appoint or promote firemen and policemen 9 and 

to demote 9 discipline any or all of them subject to the provisions of 

Section :30 of this Charter and subject to the authority of the Police 

Civil Service Conmrl.ssion as such Commission may be established under the 

laws of the State of Minnesotao The Public Safety Commission shall have 

sole control over moneys appropriated by the Council for the Department 
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of Public Sa.fety, and from th0se moneys it shall pay all salaries o:f 

employees of the Depa:rtment 9 and purchase nll eq:1.tlpmcnt and supplies 

necessary £011 the proper management of the Depa:rtmento It shall be the 

duty of the Co~unission to study and adopt such p~actices and policies 9 

consistent with this Charter and the provisions of the Laws of the Sta.to 

of Minnesota. 2 as will prevent fires, preserve order, promote tho observ

ance of law2 and protect life and p~opertyw 

Section J£, - Public Utilities Commissiong Powers .rum, Duties ... The Depart... 

m0nt of Public Utilities shall be governed by the Public Utilities Com

rnissiono The Commission shall have sole power to mnnago and operate·subh 

water, gas2 heat and eleot:ric plants as the Cit~may own or acquire,, 

The Co?nmission shall appoint a Superintendent of Public Utilities who 

shall be required to give evidence of fitness for the supervision And 

operation of the utilities ow.ned by the City, and to romove him for 

cause; and to appoint~ promote 9 demote~ discipline, or remove employees 

of the Departments subjoct to the provisions of Section 30 of this Cha.rtero 

The Commission shall set such charges against oach class of consumer9 

public or privato9 of gas, heat9 water9 or oloctricity service as will 

meet all costs of production and transmission of such utilities consumed 

by such class of consumer, and as will in the judgment of the Com:nission 

;yield appropriate sums for depreciation and reserve accounts~ and for 

the retirement of any bonded indobtednoss incurred by the City for capital 

expenditures of tho Dopartmont (except that water drawn frcm the mains 

through hydrants for City use, and electric current used for lighting the 

streets of the City shall be provided by the D0pa:rt.~'1lent f:roe cf cha.1•ge) o 

From the various funds of the Departmontg and the proceeds of such bonds 

of the City of Virginia as may be sold to provide funds for capital 
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oxponditurosll tho Commission shall have l?CYJ'J'Cl' to purchase or othorwiso 

acquire such oquipmontll materials? and facilitios as operation of the 

Doparlmont 'TJJ8.Y require, and to soll or otherwise dispose of such materials, 

oquipmont9 or facilities as it may bo dosi:.:-ablo to soll or disposo of (t 

Tho Commission shall havo power to sol.l wator:;i gas, heat, and oloctricity 

somao to anyporson or corpora.to body outsido tho territorial limits 

of tho City of Virginia 9 and to buy such utilities £:rom any such person 

or corpo1-a.to bodyo Tho Commission shall have control over funds dorivod 

from tho operation of tho Dopartmont and tho proceeds of such bonds of 

tho City as may bo sold to p1"ovido funds fo~ its capital oxpondituroso 

Tho Co!lllirission rnaymako transfers botwoon funds, oxcopt funds ostablishod 

£or tho payment of bonds and bond intorost 0 

Section ,ll ... 1:flb .. ra'.!fl Commissiong Powers ~ Duties - Tho Library Depart ... 

mont shall bo governed by tho Library commissionQ It shall bo tho duty 

of this Commission to manage and control such librarios9 art galletlos 9 

and lllUSOUt'l.S a.s tho City may own or may acquiroo Tho Commission shall have 

power to appoint a Chief Librarian and such assistant librarians and other 

omployoos as may bo roquirod 11 and to discipline or remove such porsonnol, 

subject to tho provisions of Bction 30 of this Charter; to have solo con

trol ovor such monoys as tho Council shall appropriate to tho Library 

Dopartmontll and ovor such gifts or moneys as mlJ.Y bo roooivod from other 

sources~ and to purchaso 11 acquiro 9 sell9 or dispose of such books 9 matoria.ls 9 

and furnishings as tho proper managomont of tho Library Department rnay 

roquiroo 

Section .J1t -~ Commissi2U,t Powors ~ ~tics ... 'l'ho Park Dop;3.rtmont 

shall bo govornod bY' tho Park Commission., It shall bo tho duty of this 

Commission to suporviso9 control, and oporato9 under such rules and 

charges as it dooms :l'it9 all parksp parkways~ groonhousos 9 plantings, 

golf' courses~ and playgrounds as tho City mtJ,y own or my acquire II It 
... 24 ... 
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shall have sole control over such moneys as the Com1cil shall appropriate 

to the Park Department 9 and over such gifts and moneys as may be received 

from other s01ll'ces0 It shall have power to appoint a Superintendent of 

Parks and such other employees as the operation of the Department may 

require~ and to promote, discipline 9 or remove such personnel 9 subject 

to the provisions of Section 30 of this Charter9 and to purchase or 

othe1"Wise acquire such equipment and materials as the operation of the 

Department may requirej and to sell or otherwise dispose of such 

materials and equipment as may be desirableo 

Section .12. .., Hospital Commission8 ~ .filE. Dutt,Q~ ... The Hospital 

Department shall be governed by tho Hospifa.l Collllllission9 no110 of whose 

members shall during the to:rm of th0:'i.r appointment be cmgaged in the 

practice of medicine or arry allied scienceo It shall be th0 duty cf 

this Commission to operate 11 supervise and cont:rol9 under such rules 

and charges as it shall establish9 all hospitals the City. may own or 

acquireo The Connnission shall have power to appoint a Hospital Supe~

intendent and such other staff employees as the Hospital Department 

may require 9 and to discipline or remove such personnol~ subjoct to the 

provisions of Section 30 of this Charter; and it shall have sole control 

over such moneys as the Council may appropriate to the Hospital Depart ... 

ment~ as it may ac4uire by reason of the operation of the hospital and 

over such gifts and other moneys as may be received from other sourceso 

It shall be the duty oi' the Commission to establish such management 

policies and set such charges for hospital services as 'Will, so £ar as 

possible, cover all operating costs of the department~ consistent 'With 

good hospital practice~ The Commission may establish and ~ainta.in 

under its control a depreciation reserve for the purpose of providing 

repairs to and replacement of its hospital facilities and equipmen't.o The 

Commission may from time to time expond sums in tho depreciation reserve 
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for such repair and :roplacomont,. In dot0nn:ining the charges to bo 

imposed? the commission may givo consideration to a.nd may include tho a.mount 

necessary to croat0 an adequate depreciation rosol"V'Oo The Commission 

shall havo tho power to purchaso such materials and equipment as tho 

operation of tho department may require and may soll or otherwise dis-

pose of all such materials and equipment as may be desirabloo The Com

mission shall ho.ve power~ at such charges as it shall detormino~ to 

make contracts with any person or corporate body to provide hospital 

care or hospital managemont services; and to establish and ma.nago1 by 

i tsolf or with other parties 9 such training schools and procedures a.s 

the Commission raa.y determine necessa.ry9 subject to tho La.ws of the State 

of Minnesota.a It shall be tho duty of the Council to appropriate to the 

Hospital Department sufficient moneys oach year to pay tho City~s share 

of the cost of hospital services rendered by the Department in Deten-

tion cases., 

Section ;,& - Plaim.:tlJK ~ Zoning Com:mission g Powers ~ Dutios ... The 

Department of Planning and Zoning shall be governed by the Planning and 

Zoning Conmlissiono It sha.11 be tho duty of this Conmrl.ssion to make plans 

for the Direction and extent of the City0 s settled territorial area~ and 

for tho arrangcmont of streets and tho location of park and school area; 

to divide the territory of tho City into rosidontial 9 commercia1 9 and 

other zones; to propose changes in previously established zones~ to pro~ 

pose rules regulating the location of buildings on lots or in relation 

to other buildings; ·to proposo rules or specifications concerning the 

structure of any building to bo erected in the City of Virginia o No. 

Plat restrictions relating to use of the premises or location of build= 

ings on the premises shall be valid without prior approval of the Com

mission a No zoning or building proposal by the Gonnnission shall take 

effect until it shall have been enacted as an ordinance, as in this Charter 
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Ol"di:na.nce shall be 1n3.cfa by the CQ,:,_i-ic:i.1 e:rceft by rssolu.tio11~ and unless 

the exception shall have becm rE-•co11'li.1'1011dec.l by the Planning and Zoning 

Connnissiono 

M(:n.icd.pal Court 

Section .J1 ... Mtmiw~1. !}_u._d.~§J. ;[,1.e2fi:2!!.~ .9.2rlpens2;,1,;:1£U ... The Municipal 

Court of the City of Vil'g:inia shall continue in operation as provided 

by the taws of the State of M.innesotao There shall be two judges, one 

of whom shall be knovm as the Municipal Judge~ and one who shall be known 

as the Special Municipal Judge~ each shall exercise all the powers pro~ 

vided by sta.tuteo Both Judges shall be elected at the regular City 

elections for the term of six years!,} beginning on the first Monday of 

(, ~) the month next following their election? and continuing in office until 

the~r successors qua.lifyo The Special Municipal Judge shall act only in 

the absence or disability of the Mtmicipal Judge 0 The Municipal Judge 

and the Special Municipal Judge shall receive compensation as established 

by the laws of the State of }ftnnesota. 0 

Section J,§_ ... rrunici:p§}; ,£9,2-~ .. Jm~isd:i.c~ - The Court shall be a Court 

of record and its p.N(~ed11rs and jm;,isdiction shall be as est~bl:tshod by 

lawo 

Section J.2. ... ~icip~1 .Q£!.~ Qffic0rs.,.. The Municipal Judge shall ap

point a Clerk and such deputy clerks as the Court may require~ to se:t'Ve 

t_,j at the pleasure of 'the }f1.micii:,rt.J. J-:.1cl:3<:1 0 Their respective s·::.l:.l.-::"'Lcs shall 

be fixed by :resolution o:i.' the Cou:1°:::'r.l f~:::id. shall not bo c1ir.rh1ished during 

_j their respective terms., 'fhey sh-111 m:;;.ke weekly repo:r•ts to the Council 

_ . _ ~-.:ra11a.:.:a( - · 
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as provided by la:c-r,, All ff1es and fines received sh:1:ll be tu.med over 

to the Clerk viho in tum sh.?.ll :r;ay such fees to tho C:i.tt :i:rct..~u..r·or and 

such fines to the proper a.uthol'i ty as the l~.w sh:",ll p.t'ovldo,, 

Section 40 "" Concil.i.ation Cour.t ... The Co::-i.ciJ.iation Court shall be estab .. 
""""" ................. c::ww:;:::a, ~~..,,~"" t,\,."'.\4"''-~ 

lished and governed as p1•ov!d(·,d in the Laws of the State of Minnesota,,. 

The Judge of the Municipal Cc•1);"t. 1;;ht.:.ll .:-1J.so be the Conciliation Judge, 

and the Clerk of the ~fonic:iy2.1 Gou~tt sh-2.J.l b<,l th0 CJ erk o.r the Concilia ... 

tion Court,. Any person who h.;;J.s a clt-.i!ll w:Ltr.in the ~•;.1•i:1d:l.ction of the 

Municipal Court9 if the amount involved does not exceed $100000~ may 

appear before the Co1.u-t and state his cause of action without any plead ... 

ingo The Judge thereof will then set a tillle for the hearing thereof~ 

and detennine the mattera Such determination or judgment shall be bind~ 

ing upon the parties? uni.ass appealed to the Municipal Court within five 

days after noticeo 0:rJ.y claims in controversy may be heard. in such Court~ 

and no attorney may appear for either party,. 

CH!~PT.;1'.R BIGHT 

Firia.ncc 

the City shall begit1 <.m Janua1~y i'.'.i..:r.rrt, a.n:l ond on December thirty-first 

oial affairs of tno City~ The Council shall establish a g0neral fund? 

a permanE:>nt imp:rot·nr,,.ont fundj a Me~ror 9 s contingent fund of not to ex ... 

ceed $2~000000 per yea.i•, fmtds fer:.• tho support of such Ccmi.nission di ... 

rected departments of tho C1.ty a.s a.re not entirely sel;f ... s,.:rppo:rt:i.rig~ and 

such other funds a.s the p:rop::r adt:1:tnistration of the Ci'tygs etf.:f2:Jrs may 

require; provided tha:t 'WL.0:re .ft:nds a1~e established by 1}:.e Co'U.i1.o:i.l for 

the support of any of tho Cor.1miesion .. d.i.rected DGpart.;1ents of the City~ 
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the respectivo Commissions a.hii.ll have solo authority over tho disburse

ments from such funds o Tho Pablic Utili tics Connnission and tho Hospital 

Connnission shall order and provide for a competent annual audit of their 

accounts~ tho Council shall order and provide for a compotont a1mual 

audit of the accounts of tho other Dopartmonts of tho City9 and of the 

other moneys and funds of tho City and of its several Departments; and 

it shall sot bond to be given by officers of tho City~ excluding tho 

fiscal off:i.ce~s of tho several Conunission-dirootod Dopa.rtmonts 9 having 

:public moneys in th0il'.'· chargo9 and pay tho premiums on such bondso 

Section ~ ... Fi.pane~ ~!'~ Bo:r:2:.9J,r.il:.g, ... The Council shall have sole 

a.utho:dty~ in accordance with the laws of the State- of Minncsota 9 to levy 

taxes on the real and personal property within tho City0s limits; to 

assess and collect such license fees as it may doom proper and as arc 

not forbidden by J.a.w; to levy spacial asoossments against any property 

whose value is onhanood by any permanent public improvemont9 in such 

amount as ·will pay for all or a11y a.mount of the cost of said improvement i 

to borrow monoy9 pledged by tho full faith and crodit of the City9 for 

any appropriate City pu_-,,,ose-; Md to spocify9 at its discretion9 that 

money borrowed for the onla.rgomont or improvement of any Dopartmcmt, be 

repaid in part or in full from tho rovonucs of such Dopartmon'to Tho 

total debt of tho City shall not oxcocd ton per cont of tho taxable 

assessed valuation of tho real and personal property located w.ithin tho 

City~s limits; provided that in computing tho total dobt of the City~ 

bonds to bo repaid out of Department revenues or out of special assess= 

monts against property owners shall not be countodo It shall bo tho duty 

of tho Council9 when monoy is borrow-ad for Oity purposes~ to soo that 

such bo1--rowing is done at tho lowest possible cost to tho City9 and at 

tho bost possible tormso 
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Section !±2, m Financoll ~ pp.g_et §,;t~Ql! ... E:x:ponditu:i:•os of the City shall 

be planned and made according to a budgeto The budget shall be prepared 

by a Budget Board to be composed of tho Mayor? the President of the Councils 

and the City Treasurer., Not later than August first of each year adminis

trative off:icerss and ColTll1!issions whose Departments are not solely self~ 

supporting, shall transmit to the Budget Board detailed estimates of their 

financial needs for the ensuing fiscal year~ By the same date 9 the City 

Treasurer shall provide the Budget Board with a detailed estimate of prob= 

able receipts for the ensuing fiscal yearJ and a statement of obligations 

already incurred and duo and payable in said yearo The Budget Board shall 

thereupon prepare and present to the Councils at its first Tegular meeting 

in September~ a budget of expenditures for the ensuing fiscal yoa.r, recom ... 

mending specific appropriations by the Council to the funds and functions 

listed in the budgeto At the same time the Budget Board shall also 9 for 

the guidance of the Council9 transmit to the Council a classified state= 

:ment of :receipts and expenditures of the City for the past fiscal year,; 

an estimate of receipts and expenditures of the City for the current fiscal 

year1 and an estimate of the receipts of the City for the ensuing fiscal 

yearo The Councils with such :modifications in i:J:le proposed budget as it 

sees fit to makes shall adopt the budget at or before its last regular 

meeting in Septembero During the ensuing fiscal year9 the Council shall 

appropriate moneys to the several funds and functions of tho City in 

accordance with the adopted budget9 and shall not dev.ia. ta thoref:rom save by 

resolution adopted by a vote of not less than two-thirds of the :members~ 

elect of the Councilo 

Section ~ - Finance g Board £!_ ~ ~ 9 ke:yy Procedure ... The Budget 

Boa.rd sha.11 also be the Boa.rd o~ Tax Lgvy of the Cityp Not later than 

October first 9 the Board of Tax Levy shall :f'ix maximum tax levies for 

the various purposes :f'or which the Council is duly autho:ri-zed to levy 
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taxes~ and no ta.xos shall bo levied by tho Council in excess of tho rna.x ... 

im-um amounts fixed by tho Board of Tax Lavy., Tho Council shall11 on or 

bofoJ;>o tho tonth day of' Octobor9 and in accordance 1-rith tho ma.xi.muin 

lovios fixed by tho Board of Tax Levy 11 levy a. tax on all property in 

tho City taxable u.ndor law11 fol:' tho purpose of dofra.ying and paying all 

tho mcponscs 11 obligations 11 and liabilities existing or authorized by 

this Charlor11 and tho said levy shall bo ropo:i:-tod by ·!;;ho City Clerk 

forthwith to tho County Auditor of Sto Louis County9 and shall bo on

torod on tho tax duplicate of said County a:nd collootod in liko manner 

as County and State property taxes aro colloctod~ 

Section !t,.'i ... Finance g Lotting .91. Contracts ... For tho ma:na.gomont of their 

rospootivo Departments~ tho Commissions shall have solo authority to lot 

and execute contracts; in all other nm.t'liors :rospocting tho affairs and 

ma.nagomont of tho City, tho Council shall have power to lot and oxoauto 

contraotsa No purchaso 11 saloll loaso or contract shall bo mado by tho 

Council or any Colillllission or any officer for or on behalf of tho City 

without a.dvortisomont fol" bids thoroon if tho amount involved or- cost 

thoroof shall oxcood $1,000 0 000 Every advortisomont for bids shall bo 

published onco a wook on tho samo de.y for two consccutivo wooks in the 

official newspaper of tho City, which publication shall contain tho 

general description of the- matter to bo bid upon and which shall invite 

scaled bids to bo filed w.tth tho City Clark or other duly authorized 

officor11 to bo opened at a timo dosignatod which shall not bo loss than 

sovon or moro than thirty days artor tho last publicationo All bids 

shall bo submitted in sea.lad onvolopos and all bids shall bo oponod and 

road aloud publicly on tho date and hour dosignatod in tho advo:t-tisomont 

for bids.., Tho ·word HbidvJ shall bo doomod to inoludo and moan tho same 

as tho word 0~proposalt~., Whoro bids a:ro called for, tho Council or 

Gommissions or othor duly authorized officer shall accopt offers from 
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.responsible bidders only, who will give security for the performance 

of their offer or contract, and vwhose offers or contracts are to the 

greatest possible advantage to the City or its Departmentso No con~ 

tract sha1i be let by the Council or any Commission to any party in 

default to the City or any Department on any other contra.ct,, 'Wher.e 

bids are received for the doing of any public work~ if the lowest of 

such bids is higher than a reasonable estimate of the cost of such wor~~ 

the Council or Commissions may? by motion entered in their minutes, 

reject all bids and direct such work to be done by day labor or by the 

employees of the City or of the respective departmentso Neither the 

Council nor the several Commissions shall have power to order o~ 

authorize any compromise in the performance of any work to be done or 

delivery to be made under contract 9 except as provided in the contract 

therefore; and the Mayor and the City Attorney shall take care that 

all defaults by parties contracting With the City or its Departments 

be speedily prosecutedo 

Section~. Permanent Improvement Ordinance - The Council shall use 

the Statutes of the State of Minnesota relating to local permanent im

provements in determining procedures to be followed in the determination 

to make any permanent improvement, the means of allocating moneys to the 

permanent improvement fund and in making d:i.sbl.U'sements from such fund 9 

the manner of levying and collecting such assessments for permanent im~ 

provements 9 the proportion of the cost of permanent improvements to be 

borne by property owners~ and any other matters appropriate thereundera 
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CHA.PTER NINE 

Mi.scellaneous and Transitional Provisions 

Section~ - ~£! Office - Every officer of the Oity9 elective or 

appointive, shall before entering upon the duties of' his office 9 take 

and subscribe an oath of offico in substantially the following form~ 

8~I do solemnly swear (or affirm) tha.t I -will support the Constitution 

of the United States and of the State of Minnesota 9 and that I 'Will 

faithfully and honorably discharge tho duties resting on mo as (Mayor9 

Alderman, etco) of tho City of Virginia..,n 

Section!±§. ... Advantage .2,t Interest 1E, Cit:y: Busing~ ... No officer or 

cmploy00 of tho City shall solicit or receive any pay 9 gift9 comission9 

money or thing of valuo9 or doriva any benofit9 prof'it9 or adva.ntago9 

directly or indirectly 9 from or by reason of any improve:mont or repair 

required by tho City s or any contra.ct to which tho City shall bo a party~ 

except his lawful co:mponsa.tion or salary as such officer or o:mployooo 

Any violation of tho provisions of this section shall disqualify tho 

offender from continuing in off'icoo 

Section !±2,. - Transition £! Of ficos .,. Tho provisions of this Chartol' 

shall tako offoot on tho January first next following its adoption 9 and 

tho transition of operation of tho affairs of tho City from its last pro~ 

vious Char-tor to this Cha.rt.or shall boas follows: (1) Administrative 

officers; tho toms of tho administrative officers appointed by tho 

Council in 1964 shall ond on Fobru.a.ry 1 9 19667 and tho Council shall pro .. 

vido for tho succession in those offices ns provided in Section 12 abovo; 

( 2) Elections and olcoti vo officers g Tho first primary election and tho 

first gcnoral oloction for Ma.yor9 T:roasuror9 .mombors of tho Councilii 

Mun~cipa.1 Judge and Special Municipal Judgo 9 as provided in Section 7 
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above~ shall be hold in 19650 The terms of such members of the Council 

as were elootod in Febl'Uary of 1962 shall end on January 1, 1966; the 

tonns of such members of the Council as were elected in February of 19649 

shall end on January 1, 1968; the terms of the Mayor and Treasurer elected 

in Febl'l.lary of 1964 shall end on Jarro.ary 1 9 1966; the terms of the Mmtl .. 

cipal Judge and Special Municipal Judge elected in February of 1960 shall 

end on December 19 19650 (3) Boards and Commissions3 The tel'!lls of mem~ 

bers of the Water and Light Commission, the Police and Fire Commission, 

the Hospital Commission, the Park Boardi the Libracy Board, the Planning 

Board, and the Zoning Board shall end on Febru.a:cy- 1? 19650 The Mayor 

and the Council shall during the month of January, 19659 and as provided 

in Section 29 above; (a) reconstitute the Hospital Commission9 (b) re" 

constitute the Park Board as the Park Conmrl.ssion; (c) r-econstitute the 

Water and Light Commission as the Public Utilities Collllllission; (d) recon

stitute the Police a.nd Fire Commission as the Public Safety Co:rrunissi<m; 

(e) establish the Planning and Zoning Commission; (f) reconstitute the 

tibracy Board as the Library Commissiono The members of the Library 

Commission shall be appointed from among the members of the former library 

board9 in maldng appointments to other Commissionssi the Mayor and the 

Council shall give due oonsideraticn to tho, ro~appointmont of·incum.bont 

Commissionerso The Council is hereby authorized by Resolution to make 

such further provisions for transition of operation t6 the affairs of 

the City from the requirements of the previous Charter to the require

ments of this Charte:r as may be necessary ... 

Section jQ_ - Succession £! Rights ~ LiabiL'l ties - 'When this Charter 

takes effect~ the City of Virginia. shall be vested with all the :rights 

and immunities formerly vested in th0 City of Virginia, and shall be 

subject to all liabilities e:rlsting against the City- at that time; all 
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ordinancos 9 resolutions and regulations in force at the time of tho 

adoption of this Charter and not in conflict with its provisions shall 

continue in force until duly amended or rcpoalod; any tax levy, assess. 

:ment9 condemnationii or other municipal· action in progress when this 

Charter takes effoct shall be continued and completed under the Ie.ws 

under which such proceedings wore begun 0 
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