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. . .Alne119, Chapter Vi of the Duluth, C.itr Charter so- iis to read as 
fdllows: .. · · 

"Ol:£.A'PTER Vl/t 
. ''EleetJons/' 

•. "SecUon 37.-A municipai eleetion Eihali be; held on the first Tu.e:.day 
of April, A, D. 191'1, and on the first Tuesday of April fneach secondyeat 
tl:,.ereafter; which shall be kllown: as tbe ·geµeral municipal election. AU 
others shall be kn.own as special .:municipal elections, Each officer iilect· 
ed under this charter shall assume :the duties of the office to which hi¼ is 
electml.on,.the:. ~econd. :Monday next succeedip.g his election, at twe1v(; 
o'clock noon,-~·-· ... · · ..... ,":•:.:-,· 0=·:·· ·"·''.'''-"-'-,,~:", .. ,.~ ... ·.,., ... , .......... , ... , .. , .. . 

. Section 38.~The, second Tuesda:y in March of eacli year :in which a 
general muilfoipal ele,cti<>n ia, to be µeld;. and the. next succeedmg Satut• 
day, .shall each be regj.stratiol1 '(}13,ys; at which tbnea the name;is of the · 
electors Qf Said City, Qtlaliffed .tQ vote under the general election laWi! •. 
-0f the state, shall be registered. · The . council sh:all establish necessacy 
voting precincts and make. std.table provtsion for the reglsterlng ot the 
voters in each v.oting precinct in. the <titY, it!ld shall appoint the necessary 
judges of election. Tha judgea of -electron .shall appoint the clerl,s of 
election. · The jttdges and .clerk& 1>t election sliall constitute the judges 
and clerks of registration, .. Suita'ble books shall be provided in wm<lh to 
:i:egister the na111es of the voters· and the qualifications of the voter$ 11hall 
be· ascertained in the aame manner and the regiatratton proceedings con
d1.1cted the sam.e as 1>:ro,vided by the general election laws of the state; 
except as herein otherwise provid¢d. ;No Derson . .i;ha;U be allowed to vote 
at- ~Y municipal electipn unlesis. his niune be :i;egisterecl, as hel'ein pro· 
vided. TJie judges a,n.d c1erks of reglstra,tion sl:\all as. soon as the regis· 
tmtlon is coml)leted, return the_ poll Ustl:!. upon which the names of the 
v()ters. are entered to the City Clerk. 'rhe Clerk .shall. thereupon prepare 
lists of the .register.ed -voters, one of which shall be posted up in hii! otfice 
at least ten (10) days prior to tl1e election, The list of voters .so pre
pared and posted iihall contain the names, as registered un'der headings 
designating the prcincts separately. • · 

In case any voter shalt fail to :register on the days set apart for 
that purpose, he may ort or before the third day preceding the election 
apply to the, city Clerk to ha,ve his name ente1•ed upon the. 1,1011 list of 
the. precinct where he .is entitled to vote. For that purpose he shall make 
and.file with t]:le··clerk.an affida;rit signed llY himself and a voter of the · 
precinct where he seeks to vote, to the effect that he is a citizen of tb.e 
United States ov~r the age of twenty-one years, and has resided in the 
state tor s1x m:onths and in the precinct where he seeks to vote for thirty 
days and shall state therein his place of residence, 

In the case of voters :who are sick, or who for any other reason can
not personally .apply to the clerk for registration, the affidavit may be 
1>resented by a, person other than the proposed voter, or may be tnailed 

tbt/l 



to the clerk. The clerk shall 1>reserve all such applications and affl
~avit:s for,:regis~1-atioll and tran~m!t the same with the poll lists to the 
JUdges of election of the l)articular .precincts where they belong, to• 
gether with the reason$,. if any,. which $hall Jiave come to his knowledge 
why the applicant for registration is ~ot a legal voter in the precinct 
where he seeks to vote. .· · . 

. At the opening of the polls on election day the judges and cle1·ks of 
election shall ex~ine into an such . applications for 1:egistration and if 
it is found that the applican.t is a. legal voter in the precinct, his name 
shall be ;e,ntered on the poll .list ancl. he shaJll be allowed to vote. · 

In case of special e'Ie¢tions. whe.re officers 'are fo be •elected; the coun
cH shall fb; the time of holding the same and shall provide registration 
day,s similar, as near as m:ay he, to those herein provided for general 
DJ!Unicipal electiotrs, and shall· appoint the necessary judges of election, 
who shall apl)oint the necessary clerks of election, and the council shall 
provide all means for holding such special elections in the same way and 
uni:'ler the same conditions as .herein: enumerated for general municipal 
elections. In the case of svecial m'Ullicipail elections where no oJ:ficers 
are to be elected but only 4uest!ons or propoaitions are to be submitted 
to the voters for their approval .or rejection, there shall be no v:rimary, 
election, and only one registration day, which .registration· day shall be 
fixed by the council, and shall be at least twelve (12') days prior to the 
election, In such• cases tlle registration judges and clerks !lhall take the 
poll list used at the last 1miceding general election and shall copy the 
same onto the :Poll lists for the coming special municipal election and 
sha.11 add c.thereto the liame£LofLSUll'b.-11ersons as they ascertain have 
become· voters in. the precinct since the Iii.st general election and ihall 
strike therefrom the nl\llles of .auch Jjersons as they ascertain have ceased 
to be vqters in the precinct since the last general election. 

Section .39.~0n the nex:t succeeding Saturday after the second Tues
day in March of each year in which a general municipal election is to 1,e 
held (being the second"registration day provided for in Section 38), and 
on the 11econd registration day fi:ited by the council to precede any special 
election for . the . l:llection of officers, a prl,mary .election, or election of 
nominees to the several offices to be filled at the coming general or 
special municipal election, shall b~ h"}ld, The names of parsons to be 
voted for at the primacy election 11hall be selected in the following 
manner: 

N'ot less than thirty (3()). days before any primary election any per
son who is a citizen and lega,1 voter Qf the City of Duluth may file with 
the City Clerk his application to· have his name placed upon the ballot 
at the· cqming :Primary electiOn as a candldat1:1 for the nomination for 
any office to be filled at the elei:tion on account of which such primai'y 
is to be held. He shall accompany his application With a fee of $10., to 
b.e paid.into the city treasury and credited to the general fund. He shall 
also accompany his application with an affidavit to the effect that he is 
a citizen of the United States and ·a legal. voter in the City of Duluth, and 
his application shall distin.ctiy state the office for W'.b.ich he wisMs to 
become a candid.ate. The clerk :shaU file all such a»plications in his 
office where the same are accompanied with the requisite fee and 
affidavit. , 

Section 40. '!'he clerk shall at least ten days before any primary 
election, preparl:l the necessary ballotii to be · used at such primary on 
which shall be printed the names of the several persons who have filed 
as calididate'i:i for the nomination for the several otfices as provid.ed for 
in Section 39 of this Chapter. 

The baUot. so to be :Prepared and used at any such primary election 
shall be in the following fotm and the voting at such primary election 
sha11 be in the following manner: 

~ 
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PRIMARY MUNICIPAL ELEC"l'IONBALLOT 
·cJ'J'V_ OFi)Uf;;tliH. 0

• 

-· IN$TR,UCTIONS. 

. 'l'o Tote for any persQn, mark• a. cross · (X) in a scJllin·e to the- 'right of 
hi!! name. , - ·- · · 

Vote your first choice iri, the fl:rat coltll)m, , . 
• Vote your !:lecond choice in tM second. colWnn. · 
If you vote for the same 'person as. your .:t:irst and second choice, :your 

vo.te on your second choice '.Will not J>e counted~ 
Vote: only a.I:! many first c)l,oicea,Jil1d <ml~ afl many second choices as 

th~re are offices to be filled at the City Jlllect1on, ' -
_ .An:y diatingUishing mark :µtakes the ballot void. _ . 

If you. mongfuUy niark, tear or .defa.ce this ballot, ;,>,:turn J.~ and 
obtain ~nother fro:J!'.l the election officer, 

(Des~gpate Office) 
,b 

First Choice. 

vote tor_;_, 

. ' 

- Second Choice. 

Vote for-

- , . -E~ -if'.: -.~" • ; .. , • '-._-•. ~ ,.- .- , •· • .,·.,..., •.. -~-..; .... · • .: .. -...... ,UI:' ... ~ ....... ."~ •-•·, •. ~ _._..,-_ .. _ .. ·~·!: .. ~ .•. .- ~ .... '.! "!' " ..... ll__".:, .. -". ' .••• 

(Deiitgpate Office) Votefo~ Vote.for--

~. B .. ···•~•·•·:• ............. ~ .•.. _ .... , ......... , .. ;;., ........ /> •<1.,,.- ........ ::•"······•· .. 

c. 'D, 1' II ••• ._ •• ., ............. · ....... •.·' ,, __ .... '. ,.. ·!'•·~ ... -.... -... ,,. ···-·. ,,_ •• i, •• '" •• ► ....... •·• 

IE. F. '!'.i> ••••.• ,·, •••• ' ••• •·•' .... ~ ••• :, ••. ,..1.-., .. •-_: ••• --~· ••• ~ ... •·• ................. ,. !" 

(Designate Office) Vote for-:- Vote for-

If any office fs to be filled _ for an unexpi:red term, th6 namss -ot all 
. applicants as .candidates iol' the noD1inat1on for such unexpired term 
shall be placed in a separate sl)ace on the ballot immedla.tely following 
the space in which the names of the c!ll1didates. for nominations appear 
for. that particular otfice for the full tenn. If there is no such office to 
be filled for the full term, then such space for the unexpired term in such 
office shall occupy the position on the ballot that would naturally M the 
place for such office. _ 

Section 41. The clerk shall cause ballots for each primacy election 
to be prepared, printed and-. authenticated. f.rhe ballot shall contain a 
complete list of the offices to be filled and the names of the persons 
Who have filed therefor. All_ ballots used at any p1•1mary election shall 
be identical in form and color, -The nalbes of the candidates shall be 
arranged in alphabetical order of sul,'llames, Notbing on the ballot shall 
be indicative of the source of the candidacy. No ballot shall have printed 
thereon any party or political designation or mark and there shall not be 
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appended to ,the name ot any qa,:n~date, any pai:ty or political designation 
or mai:k or anl"thing indic::aUng his ivlewa or opinions. , 

.. '~·: --- . . . . . .. ,_, . ' . ' ~· ··-. ' ~ 

ln. the. sev~ral spaces at• the· head ~f _, the coiumn v,liere the 'voter is 
to mark a cross (X), shall be 1;'lrinted the nu.tnber ·of candidates that are 
to bl;! vo'~d fol', which, shall alway.a be a number equal to the number of 
offilies of a particrqlar claaa to be -filled at the coming election, sp that . 
such heading 1:iba.11 Jead! .. "Vote for one'.\ or. "Vote for two", or "Vote 
tor th;i:ee", as the case mar be. · • · · ·. 

. . ~ 

Only the votes of qui:i;iified reg!i.(tete~ ,vot~rs $hall be received by .the 
judges and clerks .of election, but a voter may Tegister and then -vote on 
tlie second registraition flaite provided..fol' in this Chapter; 'Xhe City Clerk 
shitll .furllish t}le necessary tally sheets f-0r counting a.nd canvass:i:ilg the 
Totes which shall contain the :uMesS!l.l'Y . colu1nn for e:ntering th~ names 
of the persons voted for .and the .numbeli of first and aecond cehoice- votes, 
Up~n the close <>f the polls iti each precinct, the judges and cler1ts of 
~lection shall <iount and, canvass the .ballots cast and enter the . result 
ot the .vote· on the tally· .sheet substantially according to· the· method. usP.d 
a.t general election13 throughout the 11tate, ex:cept that such tally sheets . 
shall show both- the first and secon<t choice votes cast for eaeh; candidate. 

, Whenever on.· any baUot, the same- person lias been .. voted for as the 
first and second <:holce, the vote for second choice shall :be void and shall 
not be count~d. · · ' · 

Whell the ca:n.v:as1:i' t>f. the ~ote at any 1>1•imary election is completed, 
the judges and clei:k llhall sign and certify to the tally sheets and retttrli 

• . tb.e: same .and .the ballot .b.oxes .and.ballP.ti.l to the City Clerk torthwith, 
Section 42. · Upon the reciiiptiotllie full returns u6nr' any primary 

election,. the Oity Clerk shall px:oceed to canvasa a11d determim;i the re
swt. For ·that pri:wose, he i.lhall oalrtQ hi$ assista11ce, the City Auditor 
arid one c>f the City Commis:sione:ra, A.full count ofthe votes cast at the 
primacy electfon. as shown by the seve:ral precinct returns sball be maM 
and. the results shall be ente1'ed on a sheet prepared for that purpose 
containing the name1l of aU the persons voted fol' as candidat.es at the 
primary,·an!l showing the number of v-0tes cast for eacb in sevarate col
umns. Such sheet .shall be sJgned and certified to as correct by the 
Clel'k,' Auditor and City Commissioner acting as a canvasser and shall 
be filed :i:il the office pf the City- Cierk, 

. . From the re.Sult of · the i,'rhnary election as so determined by the 
eanvassing sheet · filed in. his i:iffiM, the City Olerlc shall prepare the 
necessary ballots on which the votes $hall be cast at the coming election . 

. To ascertain the nominees whose names .shall be placed. upon the 
~lectfon ballot, the Clerk .shall be ~idad by the follow:i:ilg determinations 
and l"tlles, except as herein otherwise provided: · · 

(a) Tlle _two candidates fo1• nontlnati()n for each municipal. offfoe, 
who. receive the .highest :!lulllber of votes ascertained as hel'einafter pro
vided for, shall be the nominees for such office and their names shall be 
placed U].)Ol).the general election ballot, · 

,(b) When two ,persons are to be elected for the office of comrois
sioner tor a. full term at the general municipal ~le?tion, or when tVfO · 
persons are to be ele.cted for. the office of comnnss1oner for uneitpired 
terms M such election, the n9:mine!:ls to be »laced upon the general- muni· 
cipal election ballot shill be rwice the number of persons to be elected 
to such office and who have received the highest number of votes at such 
~rlman, election as so ascertained; J?rovided, that when only two per
som1 have filed fol' nomination for anr municipal office, or not more than 
twice the num'ber'of pe1·so11s to be elected to any office file for the nomi-

. ~- . 



nation theteof, their names shall not b¢ placed upon the :municipal prim
ary balloti- put !la,id 11erson$-:aJ:lallbe.~co11sid.eted~Md shall. be the nominees 
for such office and their names shall be pfaeecl upon tne gen:eral · eleetlon 
ballot as such nominees. · · 

. (C) .·. 'l'hete shall be vlaceti upon thci election b;llot not n\,ore than I 

·. two nominees for any .office to be filled at. such election. · 
. -~ . . . . . . . . . l ' 

""The two candidates for nominees for an office who have received the 
largest ma;Jority of the first choice -votes, J;llia-11 be the nominees for such 
office. · . · · , ·. · . . 

When.eyer no candidate, or only one candidate, for nominee for an 
office, has received a majority of the fir~t choice votes for the otfice in 
qusstion,. the remaining nominee or nominees, necessary ~o furnish two, 
shall. be the candidate o>: the two ca;ndidates, as the case may be, for 
Mminee for the office in question, Who ha$ or.have recetved th<i highest 
number ·of :votes wh.en the first and second ehoice votes of all the ca:n
di<:Iates are added together. • 

· Every pallot shall 'OOntaili ·~ blanli'. space.for .each office for ·which 0 
there is. a i:iandidate,. so 'that any voter•lllfl.Y write therein, thec.cna:me of 
any person not a1m1aring on the bll,llot af'i a, candidate. . 

. (dl I~ case of a tie.between tw~ :q;,. mor~ candidates in fue number 
of fi:r:st and second c:hoice votes.combined and ei11ch candidates are among 
those whO receive the greatest number .of votes cast as herein defined 

· ... and .. th!l ~m? Q.+ nanies. of _SOjlle. 9f. them· ate ·required to. cQniplete. the 
general~lectfon-ba1lot; then "tiie)lixille''Utthec,-aaridldate cao tied who has 
the greati.s,t number of first choice votea. sha,11 be printed upon the ballot 
to be used at the com!ng election. as well .as the name of any Qther 
person who has a greater .number i:lt fiist ana.·seconcl choice votefi than 

. those who are so. tied. · " 

. section 4$, All official ballots used at any gener~l or special mtini-. 
cipat electioll,. slla.11 be identical. in· form and color. ·. T)iey · shall be in sub• 
stantially tJ1e same form M the primary ballot, except that they shall be 
headed "GENERAL (OR SPECIAL) MUNICIPAL ELECTION, CITY OF 
DULTITH, (INSERTING DATE THElRElOF)". Space shall be wovided 

. on the ballot for cl;larter amendments. or other matter& to be voted upon 
at mtmiclpal elections, and blank Spaces so that the names of candidates 
other than those whose names are prilited on the ballot maY be written 
in. The names of candidate$ shall be arranged in alphabetical orde1• of 
surnames as near as may be. · Nothing on the ballot sba11 ba indicative 
of tbe source-of the candidacy or the support. of any candidate. No ballot 
shall hav-e printed thereOrt any party or poJHicaI designation or mark, .. a:nd 
there shall not be appended to -the name of any candidate anything indi-
cating his viewi; or opinions. · · 

S.ection 44. The Clerk shall at least ttin days before anY general or; 
special municlpa,1 election cause to. be J;lrinted not less than two thousand' 
(200:0) sample ballots upon paper of different -color, but otherwise identi
cal, except numberirig, Witb, the ballot to be :used at the electron, and shall 
distribute the Mme to registered voters at his . office: -Sample ballots 
shall be posted a.t the polls on election day. The clerk shall prepare the 
regular ballots for. use at· any general or special election, and shall cause 
to be 'printed thereon the. nam~s of ~he sexeral candidates··as determtned 
'by the canvas!'! of the primary e1ection vote. · 

S.ection. 45, CANV AS.S OF RY!l'l'URNS AND DETERMINATION OF 
RES.UL'l:S. OF '.EL;EOT!ON. . . . 

As soon as th~ polls"are closed at any general or special municipal 
election the. precinct election officers shall open the ballot boxes, take 
therefrom an!l ·count the"balloti;, and enter the 'total number thereof on 

~ 



the tally sheets. to be proctll'ed there.for by the ·dity Clerk, 'They shall 
then c-ount and'enter the vote$ for each candidate on sii,id tally sheet and 

· .· ~all:e return, .thereof4o the: Glerki;aa1tr0Vided by- law .. 

. Candidates receiving a majorif y Of vqtes for any Qffice at any gen.eral 
or. special municipal election sb,all · be elected in all cases where. only 
two candidates are voted for at the election for the, same office. In cases 
where rnore tban .two cam;Iidates are voted for, the person having the 
highest number of• votf/S shall be ele.cted. . In case of a tie. vote between 
any .two or more candidates 1iaving the llighest number of votes the rec 
sult shall be determined by · lot . under the direction of the canvassing 
board. · · 

When.ever t'he word ''majority'' ill used .in tms· chapter it shall mean 
more than one0half of tl;le total number of J:)allotl;¼ cast at. the election for 
the particular office :in quel:ltion, . . . . .. . · · : · 
. . Section 46. · No in1orma.11tiea in conducting n1:unicir1k1 elections shall 
in-validate the same,· if• they be conducted fairly and.· fo. substantial .con
formity with the requirements of tJlis charter; . · 

Sectio.n 41. EXPJUNDl'l'URES OF MONEY ON ELECTIONS. 
I 

{a) All expendfture of money' jtl, ~d of llomination or election of 
candidates, . except for holding public meetings and pr:lnting and distri
buting literature, is prol,libited, and.the total.expenditure on behalf of any 
one candidate, whether directly or indirectly, and whether by himself 
alqne or otherwise, oball not exceed E'iV'e Hundred Dollars ($500) for any 
prim1n,y election or 'general or special election. 

- ~- .,; -;::~· ---· :,.·,.-:---;_ ;·-•·"''"--,~,~::;:;;,;._ - -·· ._ '..'. ' - . -

(b) No candidate, or any .other person, association or organization 
on his behalft directly ot indirectly, shall pay or cause any person to .be 
paid, in cash, or by any othel' . material inducement, for work for bis 
nomination or election at .the polls on election day. No oandidate shall 
directly hire, use or cause to be hired in aid of his candidacy, on the day 
of the prima,ry or mui:licipa,1 election; any automobile, carriage or other 
vehicles for the purpose of transporting voters to or from the polls. 

. (c) . A ;tiolation of any of the J.>r<>visions of. this section by any can
didate· or by any person, association or organization in h.is · behalf; With 
his consent shall disqualify him· fol:' holding tlle office for which he is a 
candi!late. 

. . ~! . 
(d) Every elective officer at the time he tak~s hil:l oath of office, 

shall make and file with the cierk an oath that he has not violated any 
of the provisions of this section which oath shall enumerate specifically 
the prohibitions il> this section ' and shall contain a complete itemized 
i;tatenient of expenditures of m'oney, or of the giving of any other con
sideration. or promise, by him . or by any other person in his behaU in 
such election. · ·· . 

(e) If any person, directly or indirectly, shall pay. or cause any 
person to be paid, in citsh or by any ocher material inducement, for work 
for any candidate, at the polls on election day he shall be guilty of a mis
demeanor, and the council shall provide by ordinance, for the enfOrce
~nt of this provision by suitable penalties. 

(f) The provision of any state laiv', now or hereafter ;in force, relat
ing to the .t1Ualifications and registration of electors, the manner of vot
ing, the duties of election officers the canvassing of returns, and all 
other' ];lrovisions With. respect to th~ management of elections except as 
other.wise provided in this charter so far a.a they may be applicable, shall 
apply to all municipal elections. ' . I 

Section. 48. The council of the City of Duluth shall constitute the 
canvassing board for the canvass of the votes,•and the determination of 



th~ 1'.esult · of · every general ·or'specfa:I"inuniciintl eiect161i hEi1d umjer the · 
provisions of thls charter. The·. council shall meet as such canvaesing 
,board on the Monday following .each gene:rat or special ;municil)al election 
at; ten o'clock in .the forenoon, a.t which time they shall receive the re
turns .from the aeveral election precincts of the City, and shall canvass 
tp,e yotes as· .returned by the judges and .clerks of election, and shall by 
resolution · certify. and determine the reault of .such electJ,on as to each 
officer and ·matter voted upon at the election. 

Section 49, Whenever, at any general. 01• special municipal election, 
an office. ls to be Jilled, and for any reaaon there shall be a failul'e. to 
elect, a special eleotion to fill tb,e vacancy so caused may be called by 
the. -douncil, and in case of such !allure of election, if the ()ouncil shall 
neglect for a petlod of thirty ·(30) days. to call such special election, then 
upon the filing With the City Clerk !:if a petition signed by ten (10) per 
cent or more of the voters of the C,tty,. aa shown by the ret11rns.1>f the 
last :preceding election,-a,ddressed to the, council, and demanding· such 
election; it shall be the duty of the· coun~il to Qa,Uthe same. S))ecial 
election1nnay be. called by the council .fo-e any purpose other than those 
herein enumerated. All special elections ahall be called 'bY resolution of 
the council, which resol11tion shall fix-the time therefor, and .shall state 
the offices to be filled or the questions· to be qecided thereat, and shall 
dlrect the clerk to give the necessary notice .and make the necessary 
prepa.ratton for the hOlding of suo,i election; 



-

State of t~n.neaot(!, · ) as·· 
C t t .:;t L :t· ) ... Qun :y .Q ..... , !_.. ou a._ . 

. . \Ye, ~v. I~ Pril}oe,. i.ayor, and W. ff. Horgen, City Oletlk ot the City 
ot Duluth, 3t, Lou:i.s "o-un~. linneaota, do hereby certify that the 
i'oregoing. amendment to ~baptex- G:, of the Duluth city charter was sub.- . 
mitleg to ~ qun,iti~d eleofora o( the Qity or Dulu~h and adopted and 
n1t1f1ed at tlie i.>peolal l,un1oipal .t,1le~t1on. o. r the "'1ty Qf Duluth. which 
was .held on the 19th <lily ot';June A. D., 1916, and that said aillen9nient 
was duly ratified. by a three-fi!tha (S/5) votes or all the qualified 
voters voting at said (;)1¢otion. · 

IN i,VI'l'NE33 ;'ilffilil~ulf, ,Ve hnve aigned. this certificate and caused it 
to l>e authenti.oated by the cQrpor~te setll of . the Oi ty ot 11\.tluth ►, in · 
duplicate, thia fii,1t duy of July• A. l)._ l !}16. · 

Uity'"lilerk, Clty of Dii1uEfi'; K:inneaota ••.. 

0-
....c:..., ---


