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STATE OF TuU:NNESOTA IN DISTRICT COURT 

COUNTY OF NOi.ilViAN NlNTH .JUDICIAL DIS'f.fUCT 

IN RE: THE I'/[AT'IE3, OF "'WILD iUCE~ IHAHSlI tll VJI,,t DllAINAGl~ AND 
CONSEHVANCY DISTRICT 

FINDINGS OF I'ACT AND eH.DEfl 
ON PETITION OF F .a.EEHOLDE 1B 
TO AT'rAC!i LANDS TO DIST::UCT 

The above entitled "I-.rltter em11c on fo1• heoring before the Court, 

without a jm.•yp in the com:•tK"oon1s in the Courthouse at the City of Adaj) County 

· of Normanp State of 1\Iinncsota~ on the 1st day of April, A. D. 1963 at 10:00 

A. TuI., and numerous of the petitioners app~aring in person and the petitione1"s 

·· being represented by G. L. Dosland as their attorney; and the Wild tUce­

J\'fai-•sh _River Drainage a.nu ConsE•rvancy District being represented by its 

attorney, Olav F. Vaulc; and the Court having read and considered said 

Petition and the files and recorde in the ab0ve entitled n1.atter, ond h~ving 

heard th~, evidence introtiucH1 by the Petitioners in behalf of said Petition, 

and the arguements of crunoel, and the said Olav :c. Vaule as attorney for the 

· Vvild Rfce ... l\Jiro."$h River Drainage and Conse:cvancy District advised the Court 

that £aid tlietrict had no objection to the gr:mting of the prayer of said 
.I 

petition, and no one appearing in opposition to said Pctitionp the Court now 

makes tho?. following Findings of Fact; t0-wii: 

I. 

That the said Petition of Freeholders to attach fo.ndf~ to said 

District is in due form, and in accordance with the Statutes in such case 

made and p:rovided;, and tha.t the same is signed bJ £:!r • .w~nt:y-five (75) free .. 

holders in the area petitioned to be attached to said District . 
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IL 

rrhat said Petition was filed in the office of the Clerk of the 

above entitled Court on the 13th day of February, A. D. 1963, and that there­

after, on the 15th day of February1 A. D. 1963, an Order was ente1~ed by this 

Court for henrir1g on said Petition and directing that pl'.'oper notice for said 

hearing be given as provided by law, a11d that due notice thereof wa.s given 

by publication of said notice in the Noi--n.tan (:'ounty Index, a legal newspaper 

published iila a.nd having g€ner-al circulation in the Cotrnty of Nor.t.-nt'l.n and the 

· area petitioned to he i.mne:~ed to faaid District, and that Baitl publication w::i.s 

made in accordance with the Statute in such case n.adc am;: provide>d~ once 

each week for ti1ree suc<!esslve weeke, the firi:;t publication being on \Veune.sdayp 

. the 27th day .of February; 1.96.3 a11d the last publication being on the 13th day 

of March.I> A.D_ 1963, as zh.cni/n by ti1e Affidavit of the Publisher introduced 

and receiveci in evidence at the hea.eing of this r.natter, and that said pttbli-

. cation and notice was given in :accordance with the provisions of the Statute 

in such case ma.de and provided. 

.. Petition. 

That the Cov.rt hn.s jurisdiction to he.t.r and <kiterminc said 

IV. 

That the Wild Rice-Marsh 1:liver Drainage and Conservancy 
() 

District was duly organized under orders of this Courtb and has been in 

··• 
. existence for approxin1ately ten ( 10) years a and is a duly organized district . 

. : That said District so organized,. consists of 110 square miles of area. That 

· the middle reaches, more-or-less, of the main channel of the Wild Rice H.iver 

is included within said District, but that said District did not include the lower 

reaches of the Wild Rice River to its source at the Red River of the North. 

v. 
That sometime after the organization of said District, the said 

District made extensive improvements to the main channel of the Vvild Rice 

, River as the same flowed through said DistrictD but that said improvements 
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e:...-tended only so far as Sections ScvtJnteen (17) and Twenty (20) of the Town­

ship of M~ry, near the western boundary of said District. 

1fhat it was originally contexnplatec that said Disti?ict thould be 

extended furthel."' westward than itr. present westward boundaries, but due 

to objections made at the time of the hearing relative to the establishment of 

said District, the District Boundary waE:: not extend~x1 further westward than 

the western bounda:!'.'ies of Sections Beventeen (1'7) anct Twenty (20) in the 

'Iow11ship of Mai"Y. That a.t said th;_1f.' it was recor.a~'lendE:d 1:.y engineering 

authorities that thE> District be ('Xtcndcd further vrestward. 

VI. 

That since said improve1"'lent of the channel of the Vlild Rice 

River,_ the lands of the landowners on the lower reaches of the Vvild Rice 

Jrtiver west of the weBtern boundary of said District have, fr0111 time to time, 

become flooded 1 smd [micl fa.ndowners have suffered dam$,ge to their crops, 

particularly in the Township~ of LcH: and 1Viary., wh€:rc approxin1.ately 20s 000 

acres of croplandt"J were lost du,2; to th,::, June, floodi:: in th<:- year 1962~ and 

additional da:m~ge was done to farmsteads, buildings, wells, roads and 

That in order to cl1£viate 5e'1d condition and properly control 

the waters in. the ~hannel of the \V ilc1 :.:iice River, it is necessary that the 

boundaries of snid District be e::;ttcnded weetw ::-.rd to include the lower reaches 

o:f the "iiVild Ri-::::e :liver to its outlet at the Hed tUver of the North,. and that 

the ~tonk.lion of said westc·rn l-oimdm"y will g1•1:.-o.tly benefit the territory sought 

to be herein attached and ann1?.x0d to Ea.id District. 

VII, 

That said territory so sought to be annexed includes Sections 

Six (6), Seven (7), Eighteen ( 18), Nindec11 ( 19), Thirty (30) and 'l'hirty .. one 

(31) of the Township of Hegne and Sections Si:::, (6),. SE:Ven (7}, l!Jighteen C 18) 



---,, . ~ -- '--\~-~----,.,----.---.... ---------.... -.--.. IIIIIIIJ---... ----· 

Nineteen (19) and T\•Jenty--five (25) through Thirty ... six (3G) of the Tm;:,•n;::;hip of 

Mary and all of the Townships of Hendrum and Le~, ~11 of r-es:Lr! tcrritn.1."y ?,:,cing 

within the County of :Nor·man in the Stat:: cf 1\/Iir.mecota. 

Tbnt sdd territory no &ought to be annexed consists of one hundi"ed 

and four square mHes of territory, and th~t r.aid nfHition vvould enfa,rgc said 

District to a total area of tvrn htmdrecl fourteen (214) r.quarc n1ile.s. 

VlI!. 

'That r;uch annexation wouVJ be a b~nefit to sa:i<l Conservancy 

District, and to tlw p:coperty to b(~ nm1c;:0d, apd will :-•~'rrrdt the better control 

of the waters of tho Wild nice ttivf'r nrnina.cte P.asin, 
'-' 

IX. 

Thn:t as of March 1., l9 63 the \Vild R.ieP .. 1\'f.arFh River Drainage 

and Conservancy District had a. fund in the a.mount of s,;74, 047. 62. raised by 

special assessrnent against certain propertiee be11efitted by the improvements 

. heretofore made~ and which :fund is held by said District for the purpose of 

maintenance of said hnprovement so con&tructed., and cannot be expended for 

any other purposes, and that said fund should be maintaine.:,, separate a.nd 

apart frorn any funds raised l:y assessment or oth0r1Nise, against the properties 

herein annexed. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED That the lands located in the 

County of Norman a:i.1d State of I\'.Hrmesota and <les-::ribcd as ;follows., to--wit: 

Sections Si:k (6)., Seven (7), Eighteen (18), Nineteen (19}., 
'I'hirty (30} and Thirty-one (31) of the Township of Hegne, 
Sections Six (G}, Seven (7)., Eighteen (1:3), Nineteen {19) 2 

and Sections Twenty-five (25) through ThiMy ... sb: (36) of 
the 'I'ownship of Mary, all of the Township of Hendrum, 
and all of the Township of Lee, 

be, and they are hereby an11E;!xed to the Wild Rice-Marsh Hiver Drain~ge 

and Conservancy District, and become ru1d he a part of said District, but 

ahall not participate in any of the funds now held by the said Distl"ict for the 

maintenance of improvements heretofore made in .said Dist1. .. ict. 
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BY THE COOR T: 

J2 Ho_Sxlves_tre /e . 
J. I-I. Sylvestrt'.', Jude,;E, of the District 

Court 
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STATE OF MilThJESO~A 

COUNTY OF NOBMAlir 

DISTRICT COURT 

1UNTH JUDICIAL DIS•l!RIC~ 

ee--~-~----------------------------------------
The Matter of Wild Eiee = Marsh River Drainage 

and Conservancy District .. 
~--------------------~-------------------~------

I, O .. I:t. Nordby, Clerk o:r District Oourt :for the County o:f lforman~ 

State of Minnesota., Ninth Judicial District, do hereby certify that I have 

compared the papers writing to which this certifice,te is attached, with 
. 

the original ,I 

FINDINGS OF FAC~ .AND ORDER 
ON P.BlTITION OF FREEllOiiDEBS 
TO ATTACH LA:rl.1DS TO DISTRICT 

in the above entitled matter as the same appears of record and on file in 

my office, and. that the same :i.s a true and correct copy of said original 

and the whole the:re of. 

W TESTIMONY WHEEEOF I have hereunto set my hand. and affixed the seal 

of this Court. at Ada. Minnesota. this 29th day of .April, 1963. 

#l/~,a 
5'ft'A1I'l! or n:rnr~rJBS@!& 

Dfill'An'l!'Mmn' OW -S'i1'.&!i.1'.tl: 

WJ ~ lfgtfl - t: 1 ° a. (Jo/,/ • 

{}~~.~ 
(I S:i,eretatsr of State. 


