
., • State of Minnesota ) 
County of Stevens )ss 
City of. Morris ) 

CRAR'IER AMMENDMEN'l' CERTIFICATE 

Robert . G., Leuty does ha reby cartifys 
- al\4 
He is,/for several yea.rs last past, has besn, the Mayor, 

chief magistrate, and chief executive officer of the City of 
Morris, Minnesota .. 

On or about Aupust 24, 1961, the duly appointed, qualified 
and acting Board of Freehold!3rs, otherwise known as the Charler 
Oommission, in and for the City, duly executed and returned to 
said maYor two ihatruments, each designated "Certificate of 
Charter Comnn.ssion•, each dated August 24,, 19611 certifying 
dra.fta of proposed amendments of the Charter of said City. 
Copies of said certificates, with lists of the names of the 
membel"s of the Charter Commission signing the orlginals thereof., 
are annexed hereto and made a part hereof by referenoe. 

Each of a'.aid proposed amendments was thereafter duly sub• 
\ni tted to the quail fied voters of s a.id City at an electi en held 
in -i!ta:l.d city on November 6, 1961, and on said election more than 
fifty-five per cant '55%), and more than the majority required 
by- law, or the qualified voters voting at said election ratified 
eaoh of said amendments and declared in favor thereof9 

Now therefore, this is to further certi£y that each of 
said amendments has bean duly adopted, and that, no other time 
being fixed. therefor, each of said amendments took effect 
thirty (30) days fran and after said date of November 7, 196le . . 

');)h&u. ~ ~-<t: ~ l . . .t:., • 
Robert G. I,euty~ly 
Mayor- of Morrls. 
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GERTJFICATE OF CHARXER COMMISSION 

The undersigned members of the Board of Freeholders, othereise knoim as tmi 
Charter Commission» in snd for the City of Morris, in Stevens County, Minnssotn, 
do hereby certify that the follcruing is a draft of runendments Bhioh thoy propose 
of ths sections indiooted of the exioting oharler of the oity, said draft, ru3 

mroina.i'ter m-ittan, havin~ been proparad and framed by said Board of Fraeholders 
and awroved by said Boe.rd and tha undersign.ad members thereof, and l'ia do h3roby 
af.fix .our signatures to said draft and deliver the smne to the Honorablca Meyor9 
being the o~.f' Qmcutiw ll of said City of Morris» to be submitted and for mction 
as by la'!:1 providedr, · 

I 

Sections tll )p a.nd 4 of the existing charter shall be atM1ndsd by deleting 
tbs B~ and substituting therefor the follo1-rl.ng s00tion 2"! 

Section 2.o Powe:ra or too ci~o The city shall have all powsra Nhioh it 
may- no• ·or her~rnfter be possible ·oi; a municipal oompomtion in this s tata to 
exercise in ha.nnoey with the 'cons ti tutiom; of this state and of the United Stateso 
It is the intention of this charter that avery power whioh the people of the City
of Morris might lawfully confer upon themse_;Lvea 11 as a municipal corporation, by 
apecifio enumeration in this oharter ima.11 be deemed to have been so oonferred 
by the profisione of tl"·is section., '1ne charter shall be construed liberally in 
favor of the city, and the speoific· mention of particular powers in the charter 
shall not be construed as limiting in any imy the generality of the power herein 
S-OUght to be conferredo 

II 

·w &Jeti-0n 6 shall be amended to rsad" in full ss follows t Section 60 
Form of GO'fermnent. The form of government established b)· this Charter shall 
be known as the "Counoil--Manager Plan1t1., All powers of the city, including all 
le gl.s lati ve, exe cutuve and aanini.s tra ti ve powers, guthori ty and duties, shall. 
vest in and be exercised by the aity cou.ncil, subject to the initiative, refer
endum and reoall powers of too people. The city 111anager shall be the head of the 
-1ministrative branch of the cl. ty government and shall be responsibl€ to the 
aounail for the proper administration,·of all at'fairs relating to the city. When
ever in thi.8 charter the word "Commission"' is used with reference to t.he gover
ning body of the ei ty, the word "Comndssion» shall be changed to, and construed 
to mean, "Council~. 

III 

Sectic.n 10 shall be amended to read in full as follows: Section 10. 
Salaries_. Beginning Gn the first day of the month follo..:ing the. date when this 
amendment to the oharter takes effect., arrl until modified by ordinance as }i)re.,. 
inafter provided, the Mayor shall receive a salary of Six Hun:i.red Dollar:, ($600.90) 
per -par and each council.man shall receive a salary of Four Huxdred Dollars 
($uoo.oo) per year, p~able monthly .at the expiration of tach cuendar month. 
S\Jch salary shall be accepted and .riiaeived by said Mayor and aouncilmen in lia 
of a11 other compensation, if arr:,, otherwise provided b;v 1- and in full compen
sation for all sel"lrieee reqUired by law and the provisions of this Charter. 

Su.eh salaries of the memben af the Council may be modified fran time to time 
by the Nil! tlH■ Iii .Mn: Council by resolution; which rsaolu'tion, however, shall no~ 
be immediately effective, bp.'\ 1!lhall take effect as to each member whose salary is 
II!Odi:Cied on the first day 01' January f'olloving the next general 11unicipal ele otion 
at which the office of such m8mber is fillide 

ill other o.fficers and employees of th!, City shall receive such oompen
s at ion for their services as thlt Council may perscri.'be $ 

t.· 
• •jj L 
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CERTIFICA'ffl OF CHAR'l'i&R COMMISSION (cont) 

IV 

Section 12 shall be a.manded to read in full as follows: Saotion l2<> 
Thi=, M~oro The mayor shall be the presiding officer of the council, except that 
the council shall choose from its members a president pro tern who shall hold 
offfoe at the plea.sure of tha council and shall serve an president in the Mayor's 
absence and es meyor in case of t.he mayor• s dis a.bill ty or absence from the city o 

He shti.11 exercis<il all powero o.nd: p~rro all du ties conferred and imposed upon 
him by this charter, the ordinances of the city, and the laws of the stateo· 
The rrayor shall have a vote as a member of the council. 

V 

Section 17 shall be amended to read in full as follows: &action 170 
Other Appointments and E111£10;)'lilenta o Exa3pt as harain othendsa e:xpnss}.y providad,51 
no TX3rson shall be appointed or employed to aey office or employment for a term 
to e:xpire la-oor than tha naxt regular January meeting of tha councilo 

VI 

Section 19 (4) shall be amended by changing the designation Section 19 (4) 
to Sedtion 19 ()) (i)JI and deleting therefrom the first sentence readingi Wfhe 
City Man&ger shall bE) the ohief accounting officer of the City and of every 
branch tueraof, "' and Seotion 20 shall be amended to read as follows s Section :Wo 
City 1lreasure:w. The City_ Treasurer shall be the obi.sf accounting officer of th® 
cf ty and of every branch thereof, and the custodian of the funds of the city., and· 
he shall be governed in the discharge and --performance of his duties by all pro,... 
v:1.sions of this Charter relating to i"inances applicable to hi9 office and by .such 
directions and re&tt'iot.ions as the Council ehall by ordinance or resolution 
perserlbeo 

VII 

s~v:t:ion ~4 shall be amended to read in full as foll01,Js3 Section 5ho 
Exper1ditureso The total of all expen.ni t.ure" by and on behalf of any candidate 
Inaid of Ids elenr.ion shall not exceed the annual salary of the office f'or which 
he is a condidateo 

VIII 

Section 83 shall be amended by adding thereto an additional provision 
as follow•:· Section BJa. Emergeno;r: ApPropriation in Bud!:?ieto The oounoil may 
include an Emergneey Appropriation as a part of the Sudget but not to exceed 
ten per cent of the total budget. All moneys derived under this appropriation 
shall be paid into the Emergency A'pprQprlation Fund, to be disbursed only by 
order of the counoile 

Dt 

Section 86 shall be amended to read in .fuJ..1 as follows: Section 86. 
Alterations in the BudgetG After the budget resolutioh has been adopted, tb9 
.council. shall have_ no wwer to increase the amounts fixed in the budget resolution, 
by the irsel"tion of new items or otherwise., beyond the est:ilnated revenues, unless 
the actual receipts exceed the estimates and then not beyond the actual receipts. J 
The council may at aey- tiJne, by resolution, reduce the sums appropriated .for any \ 
purpose by the budget resolution or .authorize the transfer of sum!I from unem-
ambered balances of appropriations in the budget resolution to othe:r purposes. 
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CERTlFICA'm OF CHARTER COl4MlSSION (eont) 

Xo 

~ction 89 shall b0 W1G~~061 to read in full as follown Saction B9o 
Disburaemantso Ho~ Mado o No disburscamsnt of city funds shall b0 made iaxcept, 
by cfuok signed by the City manager and troroIDr ci spacifing the purpose for 
uhich too disburoeroant is mad<a and tha fund from which it is drn'lffl.o No such 
coock shall be iasU'Sd until tmro is money to the orooit of tha fund fro.a uhicn 
it is to ber paid sufficient to pay it tog.3thar 1:1:1. th all outstanding encumbrances 
upon the f'undo No such check sh.nil ba iss1Wd until the claim to Hhich it relates 
has been supporlod by an itemized Tolill 9 payroll» or time-sheet Qpprovad and 
signed by too responsible city officGr who v-ouchas for i ta correct.ness and 
reasonableµ!;:ilss 9 and the claim has been Bpproved by the Qouncilo The aity 
mnnagcr shall now on ench contract ~quiring the payment of money by tm city 
the particular fund out of "1hich it is to be paido The council may by ordinance 
make furthar regulations for ttra safe ... keeping and disbursemant .,of the funds of 
the cityo 

XIo 

Section 22 shall be runend@d by adding 1!l'1Gll:1r€1to an additional provision 
as follmass Section 22ao £!,her Provisions Re~ating to P-0lice~ Rssidano© of 
poli oa officers shall not be a factor in thelr ori12:inal appointments, but no 
such of fioer shall be qualified to remain in such appointment or emploYlJlent for 

more than one year of uninterrupted employment without having within such year 
become a resident or tha City; and he shall therefore become disqualified to 
continue in such continuous appointment or employment in case of continued non 
residence or removal of residence from the ci tyo '1'he provisions of Section 18 
of this Chnrter relating to filling vacancies in appointive offices shall not 
apply to police, except as to such poMce officers, if' any, ss may be included 
in appointive officers specified in Section 160 Except as provided by Section 16 
or otherwise provid~d by this charter, police officers shall be considered to 
be employees, rather than officers, without. individual officED for purposes of 
holding-over or othar tenu:ra o 

UL, 

Section BS sha11 be amended to read in full as follows: Section 8~. 
Enforcement of the Budget. It shall be the du:t,' of the City Manager to enforce 
strictly the provisions of the bud?:0to He shall not approve any order upon the 
City Treasurer for any expenditure unless an appropriation has been made in 
the budget, nor for any expenditure oove-red by the budget unless there is a 
adfl'ici.aa unexpended balanoe left a£ter dedu,rM.ng the total past expenditures 
and the sum of all outstanding orders and encumbraoes, unless othel'Wise ordered 
by the Gouncilo No officer or employee of the City shall place any orders OIT 

make any purchases except for the purpos~s and to the anounta au.thorized in the 
budget. Any obli~ation incurred ~ any person in the employ of the City for 
any purpose• not authorized in the budget or i' or aey amount in excess of the 
amount therein authorized shall be a personal obligat:i.on upon the pe:rso n 
ineurring the expandi.ture,. · 

llIIe 

Section 90 (1). "A Sinking Fund"'.P shall be repealed and in lil.au t,hereo.! 
shdl b~ su.bsti tuted the follolid.ng3 Section 90 (1)., A Debt Service Fund1 
into v'h1 c:h shall be paid all receipts from ta:,ces or other sources for the 
pa.yment of principal and interet t of all obligations issued by the city except 
bonds issued on account of any local improvement to bs fins.need vholly or '. · 
partly by speoial assessments and blinds d.issmd on account of any municipally 
owned u.tility.. Out of this fund shall be paid the principal and inte~est 0£ 
auch obli@JatioM When due. Any surplus in tmeh .fund not needed immediately tor 
debt ... i,erviae may be invested under the direction of the council in such secur-
1 ties aa a.re authorized by statute for the investment of such funds; and such 
investmants may be liquidated at any time. To the extent required by law, a 
separate aacount in the debt service .fund shall be rnaJ.ntained for each is sue 
of' city obligationse 

2 
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CERTIF1CATE OF CHARTER COl~U.SSIOll (e@nt) 

mo 
S0etion 90 (2).P liA Publie Selfoty Fund~.11 shall bo reporu.od nnd in lieu 

th3.reof nimll oo substituted tro followinga Section 90 (2) o ti Bond Fww.,z, 
into uhic:h ohall be paid ond diablll'l3G@ the proceeds or all bondo issued by 
th.a oi ty raxca-pt bonds issood on o.oeount of any local improvement to be fin.., 
anaed miolly or partly by opeeinl nssesEm1ents and bonds isau:acl on nccount of 
o,ny municipally mmed utilltyo .A separate bond ndcount ahn.ll oo kept for oach 
iss12:3 of such bondso 

Section 90 (J)i, t;.\ Library Fund~» sho.11 00 repanledo 

XVI., 

XVII.» 

Seation 90 (6)D 11[1 J?nblie Utility F'\Dld or Funds 9 "' shnll be ~nded by 
lllI10nding tm final paragfiilph t.h:Jreo.f to :riaad in f\111 as follw.iot Tb.a Crooi= 
isaion mny b>7 resolution iaai.m bonds or oo:E"l'sif:ll.e&~o or indQbtedroas for ~ 
of too purposes of th@ publle utility fund @r ~ but Gaoh bond or c~rtif= 
ioa:oo s~ll be issued only for one utility and shill b4'> u speaifie lien upon 
this utility for which it is issood nnd flMll. ~ tm Qb].ip.tiOlll only for the .t:_~ 
of the utility. .for which isa·iad and not o ~•w. el" specific liability of tm 
GityQ Said bonds or cort:U'ioa.tes shall oo S@ld in the mannor providea £or tho 
sale of Londs or certi:t:'icatss under thG ~~llllt Improvement Ftmde 

XVIIIo 

Section 90 (B)v J?A Contingent Reserv<a Ftmd»D ohcll l>G NP9al0d snd in 
lieu thereof shall bo e.rubatituwd tha following: ieetion 90 (8)D ['l}l 
F.mergenc;r Apprc,prlation Fundo Into this fund shall b0 paid all' moneys _ 
<fer!vad unaer the Emergency ~Npriations under Section 83e, to be disbursed as 
therein 1111 providodo 

XIXo 

Seetion 91 shall 'be aznended to read in full as follmru Secti•n 910 
&iergeney Debt Certifieates. If in arry year too receipt. from taxes or other 
sources shall .from some unfoN1S$en cause beoClll'le inau!&ient for the ordinary· 
expenses of the ct.iy9 or if any oalulity or other publio emergency should 
e'lbjeet the city to the necessity or l!tllk:lnr; extraordinar, expenditures, the 
dow""lail may by publ!Bhed reaolutic:m issue . and sell on attoh terma and in such 
manner as the council deter.mines emergency debt ce_.ti:f'icates to run not to 
exoeed tw years and to bear interest at not more than six per aent per year. 
A tax sufficient to pay prlna:lpal tmd interest on suoh certificates with the 
margin required by law shall be levied as required by law. The resolution 
authorizing; an issue of suoh emergency debt certificates shall st.ate the 
nature of the emergenoy. It ma:,, i:f deen,ed neoessary by the oounoil, be 
passed as an emer;-enay reziolution to truce iir.ri19diate effect without public
ation. 

seation 92 shall be mnended to read in full as follows:. Section 92. 
Bonda. In any a.,e in which the aounail o:f the city; by law~3publio nedessity• 
la required or penni tt.ed to acquired property, authorize oontrac ts, or do or 
per!on1 any other matter ot thing requiring the pa}'iRent 0£ money by the oity, 
"11en thlre is not. suffioient money in the city treasury £or such payment, the 
council rnay, by published resolution, iasue bonds or certitioates of indebt
ec!Mss £or amounts auf'ficient fw &1»b. ~n.~ either aa general or other 
obligations of the ei ty or iu utill"'-1u1 or properties or fund.a as circumsta.ncea 
er this charter mho.ll raquir,a. Such bonds Ol" oertifioate::, shall be sold in the 
m~r provid11:e ~a.r the eale of bonds or aertifios:tes u.nf.er the Pennanent 
lmprov~ nt~e 
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Clm.Till'IBATE OI!' CHAifi'ER COll-OCI:SSION (oont) 

Sraotion 93 shnll bG ®OBdad to read in full as follot1os Section 930 
Limit cm Not fubto 'i?h3 aity elnll not inour> or bo. subjeot to o. net d@bt 
in axCx1ss of llmito Olil tw sam0 nott orG and :may haraafter b0 estnblished by 
la.Ha of tha State of Minn<asota ralnting to o~~ss of this class» as tho 
clnsoifi cation of the oi ty may ncrn and h3 ra after bo <> 

mrrio 

S@ction 94 shall bGl mnended to rand in full us follom& Section 940 
Tax ~ For Gana rol ~osoa Limi wd o Tho tow runoun t of 'taxes l@virad by 
or for tbs elty for ruij,arid ill gQnsrnl und speoial purposes P exclusive of 
'k!lces l.Gvi®d :f'or OJ)3oia.l ClEJs0osments for loool iraprovem3nto on p~erty 
sP3oinlly bGn0fitcd th0reb,r 9 ohaJ.l not caxoeed in any year th3 limits o.s th0 
sama n® lll'G ond may haraaftor oo established by laus of the State of Minnasoun 
:relating to cities 0£ this olo.soD os tho ol~.zsificmtion of ths city may ncru and 
hSilrou.tt.or boo 

XXIIIo 

Section 96 aru:i.11 be amended to read in full as i'ollot1sa Section 960 
Investment or Fundse The Council shall hnve power from time to timG in its 
ai:saretion to invest such funds of the city aa to the oounoil. may appear 
proper in obligations or tha Unitad States or of the State of Minnesota.I> 
genex-al or speeial cbllgatians of tha City of Morris, loans to or between 
funds of too cityi> oond such other investments as shill. fr<mi time to tiJne be 
authori~ed by lee 

Seotion 98 shall be aF.elidad to read in full ss follows;: Section 98. 
tooal Improvements, Rle~tioruh Tbs council shall prepare and adopt ordinances 
from timo -to time pn,saMng the prooedura whieh shall be followed there.., 
a.f~.x- in making &ll looa.l improvements azld l~vyinp, assessments theretor. In 
the abeenae of an applicable ordinance in any instanoe, the proposed looal 
improvement may be mads and assessments levied therefor as presoribed by aey 
~plicable 1811<> Such ordinances may provide a complete worldng code, covering 
petitions of property owners, the etermination of usessments and assessment 
districts, alaasifioatl..ona er essessment8, public hearings, appeals and the 
trial thereof, reassessMnt::1 1 the spreading of all or any part of assessments 
over a reasonable period of years, the collection of assessments along 1fi th 
....., taxes of otherwise, psrutlt.ias for dslinquanay in paymants,p and all other 
matters appropriate to the snb5aet of looal improvements aµd assassments., 

Dated A\ugust 24, 19610 

E. E .. Ryhn 
Eduo Jo Morrison 
W. ~o Brandt 
Wayne Schmidgall 
Jame$ Martin 
E6 Jo LaFava" Sro 
Ro B., 0 1Neill 

Co I. Dolva 
Ray Leuthard 
~rthur Splltstoser 
H. Bo Olson 
Kenneth McKay 
lua Jo Balluff 
Roy Jt., Lucken 
Earl Wo Emnes 

i 
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CERTIFIG!lffl OF CHA.Rl'ER CO'.r1MLSSION 

'i'hia und0rsign.ed iM:lmbars or tha Board of Froshold.2m, othaffllllo kno"Wn 
aa th.a Charter Commission, in nnd !OT too City of Morris, in Stevana Oou.ntyl' 
Minnesota.,, do hereby aGrtify trot the follouing ia o. d.ro.ft of l'..Yllandmsnta 
whioh they prcpose o.f' the is0otions indiollted £or the eXisting ehe,rter for th2 
city, said draftp aa h9:rai~fter written.JI having been prepand rum .frame~ 
by said Board of FraQholdani D.nd npprovGd by said Boo.rd und tha und®rsigned 
l!'lel'!tbers the:NJo!, and w0 do hareby affix out signat'Ul"OO to mud draft and 
dol:i:vs:r too saJOO to tha Hono~ble r.-1eyor, baing tha ahio:f er.3mautive.11 of said 
City of Morris» to ~ submitted and for action as by lau p~~eln 

nv. 
Seotion 22 shall be amendsd t.o rend in .full ll3 follo:rn a Section 220 

Chief or Polioo"' The Chief of Polioe shall ba tha prineipal polioe officer 
of the city9 aru:I' shall be r01:1ponsible for the efficienoy and conduct Q.f the 
pollaa depart.mantc, He shall a:ppaint such oth!ar 1rogu.alr and spsoial poliae 
ofrieers as are n9oossary tc.> tho propar,policing of truJ Cityo 

Dated August 24, 19610 

C. ! • Dolva 
Ray l,euthard 
E. C. Ryhn 
Edw. J. Morrison 
W. · :A.e. Brand 1. 
Attthu.r Splitstoser 

Ro Bo O'Neill 
James Martin 
Kenneth McKay 
Ao J .. Balluff 
Roy A• Lucken 
Wayne Scbnidgall 

=/1-/c:1bd 4 
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STA'Jrll! Of FJIU:~Ml&S@iA 
OEPARTMm'I' OF STATE 

I<"' 1f L JE D 
DEC :C1961 

JJa....r~.'f-~.--...,.1 
... 0 Secretary of Stat.a 
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