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CHAPTER 1

NANE, BOUNDARIES AND
POWERS OF THE CITY

Section 1. Name and Boundaries. The City of Barnesville, in the County
of Clay in the Hate of Minnesota, shall, upon the taking of this chgrfer, con—
tinue to be a city under the name of the Gty of Rrnesville and shall continue
to be a municipal corporation gnd shall include the following described land gnd
territory situated in the OGuniy of Clay:

Boundaries

The district of country aforesaid constituting the Gty of Barnesville and
the limit and boundaries thereof shall be as follows: All of section thirty (30),
and the north half (Ny) of section thirty-one g3l), of Tovmship one hundred
thirty—seven (137) North of Range forty-five (45), West of the Fifth (5th) prin-
cipal meridian; also the east half (Bi) of Setion twenty-five (25), and the north—
east quarter (NBL), of Section thirty—sixz (36), in Township One hundred thirty-
seven (137), North of Range forty-sixz (46), West of the Fifth (5tn) principal mer-
idian,. ,
Which above described land and territory ieg hereby set apart and incorporated
as the Gty of Barnesville, and gll lands gnd properties now or heresafter within
the boundaries of said City of Birnesville shall constitute an election and ass~
essment district sepgrate and distimet from any town, and all such lands and pro-
perties gre hereby specifically sepsrated from the Town of Barnesville and the Towm

of Humboldt situated in Clay County, Minnesota.

Section 2 General Powers., The City shall have all powers of local self gov-
ernment and home rule and all powers possible for a municipal corporation to have
under the Onstitution of the State of Minnesota. The City shall have all powers
possessed by municipal corporations gt common lgw snd thalt now or hereafter may be
granted to municipalities by the laws of the ®ate of Minnesota. All such powers
shall be exercised in +the manner prescribed in this Gharter or by the laws of the
Bfate of Minnesota, or if not so prescplbed, 48 shall be provided by ordinance or
resolution of the Gunecil. '

Section 3. Construction. The provisions of this charter shall be construed
liberally in favor of the city, to the end that it may have all the powers necess-
ary for the efficient conduct of its municipal gffairs. The specific mention of
particular municipal powers in other sections of thisch.rter shall hot be constru-—
ed as limiting the general powers of the city to those specifically mentioned. This
chsrter shall be considered a publict act and need not be pleaded or proved in any
action at law. It shall take effect thirty (30) days from and sfter its adoption
by the wvoters.

CHAPTER 2
POWERS—--~ HOW BXERCISED

Section 1. Powers, How Exercised. All powers of the City, unless otherwise
specifically provided by this Charter, shall be exercised by the Guncil, or
under itsg direction; subject to the referendum powers of +the voters. ,

Section 2, Present Ordinances, Resolutions, By-Laws and Riles. All ordim-
frances, resolutions, by=laws and rules existing at the time of the addption of
this Charter shall continue in full force and effect until amended or repealed.

Section 3. Administrative Code. The existing depgrtments, divisions, bosrds,
and funds of the Gt} Government are continued except as expressly changed by -
the provisions of this Charter until the same shall be changed by the adoption of
an Administrative (bde as hereinafter provided, Within one year after the adop-
tion of this Chariter, the City uncil shall by ordinance adopt an Administra-

- tive Code providing a complete plan of adminisirative organization and management
~of the City Government and cweating in conformity with the express provisions of
this Charter such departménts, divisions, boards and funds as they may deem ad~
visable, Thereafter, except as established by the provisions of this charter,
the Gty Council may by ordinance adopted by a two-thirds vote of all the alder-
men amend the Administrative Code, but no such change in the Administrative Code
shall be mgde in such manner as to affect any rights of the Gty or the time and
manner of payment of any obligations due to or by the City with respect to any
funds established by the Administrative (ode, ,
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CHAPTER 3
ELECTIVE OFFICERS AND ELECTIONS

Section 1. Blective Officers. The elective officers of the city shall be 4
mayor, six aldermen, and two Justices of the Peace. Of the six aldermen, Htwo
shall be elected from each ward, The Justices of the Psace shall be elected for
terms of two years until such g time as the office is gbolished pursuant to law.
A1l elective officers shall be qualified electors of the city or ward from which
they are elected; and all elective officers holding office when this Amended
Charter takes effect shall continue in office until the terms for which they hgve
been elected have expired. The aldermen shall hold Sheir office for four years
and the mayor shall hold his office for two years., All elective offiders shall
continue in office until their successors have been elected and gualified.

At the first biennial election following the adoption of this Amended Charter,
the mayor and six aldermen, two from each ward, shall be elected for terms he—
ginning on the first Monday in  April immedistely following such election, the
terms of which, under the present city charter, expire on said date.

At the said first biennial election the alderman receiving the highest num-
ber of votes in each ward shall be elected for a term of four years, and the
alderman from each ward receiving the second highest number of votes shall be
elected for a term of two years,

At the second biennial election there shall be elected one alderman from
each wgrd, all for terms of four years.

Section 2. Nomination Br Filing. Any eligible person desirous of having

his name placed upon the official election ballot as a candidate for an office

to® voted on in an election shall not more than thirty nor less than fifteen days
prior to such election file an affidavit with the city clerk, stating his res-
iddnce, that he is a qualified voter in =id city and the name of the office for
which he desires tole a candidate; and, upon the payment of a fee of $3.00 to the
city clerk, that officer shall accept such affidavit and place the name of such
candidate upon the official Ballot without any political party designation. There
shall be no primary election, but the filing of such affidavits shall be prere-
qulslte to having the name of the candidate placed on the official ballot for

the city election,

= Section 3. Oatlof Office. Every officer of the @(ty, elected or appointed,
shall before entering upon the duties of his office take and subscribe an ogth of
office in substantially the following form: “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) to
support the Gnstitution of the United Sbates and of this Sbate, and to dischgrge
faithfully the duties devolving upon me as of the City of Birnes-
ville to the best of my judgment and ability.® ' '

Section 4. Restrictions On Muniecipal BEmployment. Neither the Mayor nor
any alderman shall hold any palid minicipal office or employment under the City,
nor, until one year after tihe expiration of their terms of office, shall be ap-
pointed to any paid office or employment under the city which office or employ-
ment was created or the salaries of which were increased during their term as
Mayor or Alderman.

Section 5, Compensation of Officers. The Council shall fix the compensation
of all officers elected or appointed under this tharter and the Compensation so
fixed shall not be changed, incTzased or diminished during the term for which of-
ficer is elected or appointed except that the Council may by ordinance adopted by
two=thirds vote of all the Aldermen anthorize additional compensation when in
their judgment such increase is warranted; provided, that the compensation of
tie Mayor shall be Three Hundred Dollars ($300,00) per year and the compensation
of each alderman shall be $10,00 for attendance at egch regular meeting of the
City Couneil and $5.00 for abtendance gzt each special meeting of the City Council
paid in twelve monthly payments per annum, the total compensation for each alder-
man in no event to exceed $180.00 per year, and their compensation shall not be
increased unless the gunestion of such increase is submitted to and approved by
the majority of the voters.

Sec*hi'on 6. Biemnial Blection. Biennial City Elections shall be heid on-the
gsecond Tuesday in March in each odd-numbered year ahd the officers elected shall
take office on the first Monday in April following such election.

Section 7. Election Laws. All elections, generdl and special, shall be con-
ducted under the general election laws of the State of Minnesota.

Section 8. Vacancies. ~Whenever a vacancy occurs in any of the elective or
appointive offioes specifically provided in the (harter, such vacancy shall be
filled for the unexpired term of such office by resolution of the council and any
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vacancy occurring in any appointive office provided for by the administrative
code may be filled in the manner provided in said administrative code; except
that any vacancy in the office of ecity justice shall be filled in the manner
provided by the laws and constitution of this Btate. All appointive officials
may be removed at any time at the pleasure of the council. And any police
officer may be removed at the pleasure of the Mayor, In addition, the council
shall have power by resolution to declare that a vacancy exists in any elective
office by reason of the failure of such official, without good cause, to per-
form any of the duties of such office for a period of three months.

CHAPTER 4
BEXECUTIVE AND AMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS

Section 1. The Mayor. The mayor shall be pecognized as the official
head of the city for all ceremonial purposes and by the governor for military
purposes. He shall be the chief executive officer of the city and shall have
command and control of its police force. The members of such police force
shall be nominated by the mayor but must dbe confirmed by the council, except
that such confirmation shall not be necessary as to temporary special police,
It shall be his duty to see that the laws of the state, the provisions of this
charter and the ordinances of the city are duly observed and enforced within
the city, and that all other officers of the city discharge their respective
duties and to that end may institute and maintain on bhehalf of the city any ap-
propriate action or proceeding against any delinquent officer. '

Section 2., Acting Mayor. At its annual meeting in April following the
biennial city election the Guncil shall choose one of its members as Acting—
Mayoxr for the next two years. The Acting-Mayor shall perform the duties of the
Mayor during his absence or disability. : 7 ;

Bection 3. City CGerk. The City Clerk shall be appointed by the (uncil
only by resoclution adopied by a two—thirds vole of all the aldermen. The City
Clerk shall be appointed solely on the bgsis of his fiscal and gdministrative
gqualifications and need not, when appointed, be a resident of the City or State.
At its first meeting after the biennial election provided in this charb 2r, the
Council shall appoint a <City Clerk for a term of two years and shall there-—
after appoint such Gty Clerk for a term of two years. The City Clerk may
with the advice and consent of the Council appoint a Deputy City Clerk to as-
sist him and to perform his duties during his absence or disability.

The Cldrk shall keep the corporate seal of the City and all papers and

records thereof except as otherwise provided in this Charter or by the Adminis-
trative Code, attend all meetings of the Ouncil in person or by his Deputy
and keep a recocd of all proceedings thereof., He shall keep accounts showing
the financial transactions of all departments of the City upon forms prescribed ,qp
by him and approved by the Council. He shall on or before the fifteenth day of/
month prepare g summary statement of the revenues and expenses for the preced—
ing month, detailed as to appropriations and funds in such manner as to show
the exact financial condition of the City and each department, division and of-
fice thereof and submit the same to the ®uncil gt its next regulsr meeting.
He shall from time to time give the Council such information and recommend such
measures s he shall deem advantageous to the City, He shall perform the duties
imposed by law on City Clerks and such other duties as may be provided for in
the Administrative Code.

The City Clerk shall have the power 0 administer ogbhs and affirmations
and take and certify acknowledgements in all cases in which the same are requir-
ed or sanctioned by law. :

Section 4. Treasurer. The Council shall appoint a Ciity Treasurer for a
term of two years commencing on the first Monday in April in each odd-numbered
year who will perform the duties imposed upon City Treasurers by law and such
other duties as may be provided for in the Administrative Code.

Section 5. City Attorney. The council shall appoint the City Attorney
whose term shall expire on the first day of April following the next biennial
election. He shall perform all duties imposed by law on City Attorneys, shall
act as prosecuting attorney in Justice Ourt and perform such other duties con-~ ,
sistent with his office as the Council shall impose by ordinance; provided, 1

that the ®Guncil shall have the right and power to emphoy special counsel for
special matters or actions gzt law in which the City is interested.

Section 6. Chief of Police. The Mpyor shall, with the afvice and consent
of the Ouncil, .appoint a Giief of Police 48 soon as convenient after he takes
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vacancy occurring in any appointive office provided for by the administrative
code may be filled in the manner provided in said administrative code; except
that any vacancy in the office of city justice shall be filled in the manner
provided by the laws and constitution of this State. ALl appointive officialg
may be removed at any time at the pleasure of the council. And. any police
officer may be removed at the pleasure of the Mayor. In addition, the council -
shall have power by resolution to declare that a vacancy exists in any elective
office by reason of the failure of such official, without good cause, to per-—
form any of the duties of such office for a period of three months.

CHAPTER 4
EXBECUTIVE AND AMINISTRATIVE OFFLCERS

Section 1. The Mayor. The mayor shall be pecognized as the official
head of the city for all ceremonial purposes and by the govermor for military
purposes. He shall be the chief execubtive officgr of the city and shall have
command and control of its police forece. The members of such police force
shall be nominated by the mayor but must be confirmed by the council, except
that such confirmation shall not be necessary as to temporary special police,
It shall be his duty to see that the laws of the state, the provisions of this
charter and the ordinances of the city are duly observed and enforced within
the city, and that all other officers of the city discharge their respective
duties and to that end may instibtute and maintain on behalf of the city any ap-
propriate action or proceeding against any delinguent officer,

Section 2. Acting Mayor. At its annual meeting in April following the
biennial city election the Ouncil shall choose one of its members as Acting-
Mayor for the next two years, The Acting-layor shall perform the duties of the
Mayor during his absence or disability. '

Section 3. City CGerk. The City Clerk shall be appointed by the Guncil
only by resolution adopted by a two~thirds vote of all the aldermen. The City
Clerk shall be appointed solely on the bgsis of his fiscal and gdministrative
gualifications and need not, when appeinted, be a resident of the City or Siate.
At its first meeting after the biennial election provided in this charf er, the
Council shall appoint a City Clerk for a term of two years and shall there-
after appoint such Gty Clerk for a term of two years. The City Clerk may
with the advice and consent of the Council appoint az Deputy City Clerk to as-
sist him and to perform his duties during his absence or disability.

The Cldrk shall keep the corporate seal of the City and all pgzpers and

records thereof except as otherwise provided in this Charter or by the Adminis—
trative Code, attend all meetings of the Guncil in person or by his Deputy
and keep a recocd of all proceedings thereof, He shall keep accounts showing
the financial transactions of all departments of the City upon forms prescribed ggpp
~ by him and approved by the Council. He shall on or before the fifteenth day of/
month prepare a summary stabement of the revenues and expenses for the preced— -
ing month, detailed as to appropriations and funds in such manner as to show
the exact financial condition of the City and each department, division and of-
fice thereof and submit the same to the ®uncil af its next regular meeting.
He shall from time to time give the Council such information and recommend such
measures s he shall deem advantageous to the City. He shall perform the duties
imposed by lgw on City CGlerks and such other duties as may be provided for in
- the Administrative Code. :

The City Clerk shall have the power to administer ogpths and affirmations
and take and certify acknowledgements in all cases in which the same are requir-
edor sanctioned by law.

Section 4. ‘Treasurer. The Council shall appoint a City Treasurer for a
term of two years commencing on the first Monday in Hril in each add-numbered
year who will perform the duties imposed upon City Treasurers by law and such
other duties as may be provided for in the Administrative Code.

Section 5. City Attorney. The council shall appoint the City Attorney
whose term shall expire on the first day of April following the next biennial
election. He shall perform all duties imposed by law on City Attorneys, shall
act as prosecuting attorney in Justice Ourt and perform such other duties con-
sistent with his office as the Council shall impose by ordinance; provided,
that the ®Guncil shall have the right and power to empdoy special counsel for
special maftters or actions gt law in which the City is interested.

Section 6. Chief of Police. The Mpyor shall, with the aZvice and consent
of the uncil, .appoint a (hief of Police gs soon as convenient after he takes




office for a term of two years commencing on the first Momday in Zpril in each
odd-numbered year, who shall perform the duties imposed upon the Chief of Police
by lgw or pursuant to the Charfer or ordinances of the City.

Section T. Agsessor. The Council shall appoint an Assessor for a term of
two years commencing on the first day of April in each odd-numbered year, who
ghall perform the duties imposed upon assessors by law or pursuant to the pro-
vision of this Garter or the Administrative Ode, '

Section 8. Health Officer. The Council shall gppoint a Health Officer for
a term of two years commencing on the first day of April in alternate odd-numbered
years, who shall perform the duties imposed upon Health Officers by law or pursugnt
t0 the provisions of this Charter or the Administrative Code.

CHAPTER 5

COUNCIL, MEETINGS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDINANCES
AND REFERENDUM

Section 1. Council. The Council shall consist of the Mayor and six aldermen
and the Mayor shall preside over its meebtings, but the Nayor shall have no vote
except in case of a tie when he shall have the power o cast the deciding vote
and in the case of emergency ordinances where he shall have no power of veto, The
annual meeting of the Council shall be held on the first Monday in April each year
abt 7330 otclock P. M. at which time any newly elected members of the Council shall
assume their duties. There@fter regular conncil meetings shall be held at such
times aS may be -prescribed by ordinance except that there shall be not lessg than
one regular council meeting each month and the time and manner of ecalling special
council meetings shall also be prescribed by ordinance. A majority of the alder-
men shall be a quorum to do business, but a less number may adjourn from time to
time. All legislative action shall be by ordinance except as otherwise provided
by the laws of the State or by thim Charter. The council shall keep a journal of
its proceedings which shall be a public record; and every final vote upon the pass—
8¢ of all ordinances and resolutions shall be by yeas and ngys and entered in the
journal; and no ordinance shall be passed without the concurrence of a majority of
the Aldermen; and all meetings of the Council whall be public. TNo ordinance or
resolution shall contain more than one subject which shall be clearly expressed
in its $itle and shall not be amended either after its introduction or passage so
as to change its original subject or purpose. : :

. Bection 2. Ordinances. The enacting clause of all Ordinances shall be "TPhe
Council of the City of Barnesville, Minnesota, does ordain;" Every Ordinance shall
be presented in writing; and every ordinance except BEmergency Ordinances shall be
fully and distinetly read at two Council Meetings, and gt least three days shall
elapse between the first and second readings thereof. Hvery Ordinance shall be
published once in the official newspzper of the City or, in the event that at any
time there is no legal newspaper published in the City, shall be posted in three
public places in the City. All ordinances, except emergency ordinances shall
take effect thirty days after publication or posting unless repealed by referen—
dum as hereinafter provided.

7 Section 3. ~Emergency Ordinances. An emergency ordinance is an ordinance for
the immediate preservation of the public peace, health or safety, in which the
emergency is defined or declared in a preamble theeto and no emergency ordinance
shall be passed without the concurrence of at least four aldermen. An emergency
ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage. No grant of any Franchise
nor the adoption, amendment or repeal of an Adminisitrative Code shall be constru-

.. ed to be an emergency. .

Section 4. Approval by Mayor. BEvery ordinance or resolution of the Council
except emergency ordinagnces, shall before it takes effect be presented to the Mayor
for approval; if he shall approve it, he shall sign the same, but, if he disapproves
its he shall return it to the City Clerk with his objJections thereto to be present-
ed to the Ouncil zt its next regular meeting or at a special meeting called for
that purposse. Upon the return of any ordinance or resolution by the Mayor, the
vote by which same was passed shall be deemed to have Dbeon reconsidered and the
question shall ggain be put upon the passage of the same nothwithstanding the oB~
Jjections of the Mayor, and, if upon such reconsideration the same shall pass by
a five-sixths vote of all the aldermen, it shall have the same effect as if approw-
ed by the Mgyor. If an ordinance or resolution shall not be returned by the Mayor
~within three days, Sundays and Holidays excluded, after it shall have been present-
ed to him, the same shall have the same effect as if approved by him.




Seotion 5. Power of Referendum. The people of Irnesville reserve to them-
gelves the power, in accordance with the provisions of this Charter, to require
ordinances or any part thereof, other than emergency ordinances, passed by the
Council tolbe referred to the voters for approvgl or disapproval through refer-
endum, If, prior to the date when an ordinance takes effect, a pétition signed
by qualified voters egual in number to twenty percent of the total vote cast ab
the last biennial election be filed with the City Clerk requesting that any
such ordinance or part thereof be repealed, such ordinance shall not take effect
and shall be laid over pending further proceedings as hereingfter provided.

Any ten voters may form a referendum committee, IMore than one copy of the
same referendum petition may be circulated as a part of a single petition, but
the circulagtor of each copy shall make an affidavit that each signature thereon
is the fenuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be, [HRach petition
shall be in substantially the following form:

Referendum Petition

Proposing the repeal of an Ordinance entitled * i

or part of an ordinance entitled " . which part reads as fol-
lowsgs ® ", A copy -of said ordinance is hersto attached. The
propoged repeal is sponsored by the following committee of voters,
Wame : Address
10
20
3e
4
He

The undersigned qualified voters of the City of Barnesville, under=
standing the nature of the measure hereto attached and believing it
10 be detrimental to the welfare of the City, petition the Guneil for
its repeal or submission to the voters for approval or rejection.
Name of Voter , Address

All copies of the petition shall be filed in the office of the City Clerk
as one instrument., Within five days after the filing of the petition, the city
¢lerk shall ascertain by examination whether the pétition is regular and has
been signed by the requirdd percentage of voters. If he finds the petition in-—
sufficient or irregular,; he shall at once notify one or more of the Referendum
Gommittee stating the reasons for his findings. The Committee shall then be given
ten days in which to file additional copies of the petition or a corrected peti-
tion. The Clerk shall present the petitiony or corrected petition, to the Council
at its next regular meeting, certifying it if hefinds it regular and sufficient
ory; if he finds it ivregular and insufficient, stating that it was filed with him
and his reasons for finding it insufficient or irregular. If certified, the
Council shall reconsider the ordinance or part thereof fo which objection has been
mafle or repass the ordinance without change. Bhould the ordinance be so repassed,
the Council shall immediately call an election to be held thereon and, if a major-
ity of the voles cagst on the question are oppos<d to the ordinance or part thereof,
it shall be deemed repealed; but if a majority favor the ordinance or part thereof
as passed by the Council, it shall take effect immediately or upon the date therein
specified. Should the Clerk present the petition to the Council with a finding

~that it is insufficient or irregular, the Council may either reconsider #nd repeal

the ordinance or part thereof +to which objection is made; or may despite such in-
sufficiency or irregulgrity of the petition refer the matter to the voters; or may
by vesolution adopt the Qlerk’s findings as to such insufficiency or irregularity
in which case such determination shall be final and the ordinance as originally

. passed shall be in full force and effect.

CHAPTER 6
PUBLIC UTILITIES

Bection 1. Public Utilities. The City Council may at any time by resolution
adopted by a five-sixth vote create and establish a publie wutilities commission
consisting of three members who shall be residents and qualified electors of the
city. BSald commission shall consist of three members appointed by +the City Council
and the first commission appointed under said resolution shall be appointed as fol-
lows; one member for one year; one member for two years; one member for three
years. Thereafter, each succeeding commissioner shall be appointed for a period
of three years. Affer the establishment of such a commission, the same shall not
be abolished except by a vote of the electors of the city amending thas chapter.

Such utility commission shall have control,; management, and operation of all
such public utilities as the City Council, at its discretion, may commit to the

manggement and control of said commission.
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The commission shall orggnize by electing one of its members as president
and another as secretgry and such secretary shall keep & record of the meptings
of such commission. The commisgion may employ such necessary help as will
enable it to perform its duties under this charter and the re§olution of the
¢ity Cbuncil and may discharge such employees at will, The Gty C}erk may also
act as an employee of the commission for such duties and compensation as‘thgy
shall determine. The City .Attorhey shall act as attorney for the commission,
but in the event of conflict hetween the commission and the Gty Council, the
commission may by unanimous vote of the commissioners employ special counsel to
represent it, and pay reasonable fees as a part of tue operating expense of the
Public Utilities Department. The commission shall require a suitable bond from
a1l employees handling funds and making collections and the premiums for such
bond or bonds shall be paid from public ubility funds., The commission shall pre=
scribe the duties of all employees and fix their compensation. The commission
shall have control of all public wutilities committed to its charge by the City
Council. The commission shall have the supervision of all buildings, structures,
machinery, apparatus, equipment, materials, and supplie., and all other propexrty
belonging to or pertinent to the Public Utility Depariment or under itls controla
Aind, except as herein otherwise provided, shall have full exclusive conirol and
power over all moneys, bonds, certificates of indebitedness, warrants, and other
securities in any form in any fund or depariment, provided, however, that the
money of said depariment shall be held by the Gty Treasurer asg part of the funds
of the city of Barnesville and shall be paid out in such manner as the City
Council may determine. The commission and its employees may enter upon any pre—
mises for the purpose of examining the same and making surveys and it may prose-
cute any action in the name of the city against any person for the use of water,
lights, power, gas, and any other public ubility, or for injuries to any of its
property or works entrusted to its care, Without limiting the generality of the
foregoing, the commission shall have power: :

(1) To provide for regular meetings of the Commission, keep pro-
per minutes thersof, and prescribe their own rules and procedure. The
Commission shall meet at least once each month.

(2) To operate each and gll of said utilities and to do all things
necessary for the economical management, control and operation thereof.

(3) To keep the same in repair,aad . make necessary replacements,
‘exbensions, improvements, changes and additions thereto provided, how-
ever, that the Commission shall have no power to make any replacements,
extensions, improvements, changes or additions which require the issuance
of Dbonds by the city fto pay for the same in whole ox in part, or which
are to be paid for in whole or in part Dby special assessments upon pro-
perty benefited thereby, or which requires the expenditure of more than

" Pwo Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00); but in such cases, the
commission shall recommend to the Gty Council in writing the making

of such replacements,extensions, improvements, changes or additions

whereupon the City Council may in its discretion proceed to make the same

or to order the (mmission to make the same and to issue bonds or levy ass—
essments upon the benefited property, as the case may be, and to pay for
the same in whole or in psrt. Upon completion of such replacements, ex-
tensions,; improvements,; changes or additions, the commission shall have

the control and management thereofc ag provided herein with reference to

any other such property. ' 7

: (4) To buy fuel supplies, equipment and other materials in such man-
ner ag may be directed or aputhorized by the council by ordinance or resolu-

tion. o ,

(5) To fix and determine the rates and charges to be made for ser—
vices furnished by such utilities and to collect the same and all other
earnings and revenues of said utilities; provided, however, that when-

ever any new schedule of rates is agdopted for any of the utilities or
change or alteration is made in an existing schedule, affecting either
a part or all of the patrons of such utility, the Commission shall first
cause the s chedule, chgnges, or alterations t¢ be submitted to the Gty

Counicil for approval and thereafter shall cguse public announcement of
suich new schedule,; changes or alterations to be made in the officizl news-—
paper of the city at least twenty (20) days before such change becomes
effective,

(6) To prescwibe the time and manner for which payment for all ser—
vices shall be made, and to provide for the discontinuance and termina-
tion of such service in case of non-payment, and in its discretion to
require payment in advance for any and all such service. The owner of
any property which has upon it any pipes connected with the city's water
works and gas systems, or wires and fixtures connected with the city's
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light and power system to convey light and power thereto, or which
property is in any way connected with any source of energy supplied
by the city, shall, as well as the lessee or occupgnt of such pre~
misesy; if any, be liable to the city for rents or rates for all such
service used upon such premises,; and such chgrges shall consiitute a
lien upon such property and may be recovered in an action against
such owner, lessee or occupant, or against any of them, as may be di-~
rected or prescribed by such (ommission. Nothing herein contained
shall be construed to limit the right of the council to adopt ordin-
ances providing for the certification of any such unpaid charges to
the county auditor for collection in the same manner as itaxes on
real estate.

(7) To make and enforce reasonable rules and regulations per-
taining to such service and the distribution and use thereof, and
the operation of said utilities, and to prescribe penalties for

the violation thereof.
The compensation of each member of such commission shall be One Hundred

twenty Dollars ($120.00)per annum, which sum shall be divided into twelve equal
parts and paid monthly.

Section 2. Rates. Rates to be chyrged for all services, materials, labor
or benefits furnished by any such public utility, including charges o be made
for service or benefits furnished to the City as a whole or any of its depart-
mentss rules and regulations necessary to properly regulate furnishing such
service and secuxs prompt payment of billsj the method by which the City may ac-
quire and colleci liens upon property for unpaid bills; and the manner and extent
to which the City shall operate such public utilities and furnish service outside
the corporate limits of the Gty shall be established or changed only by ordinance.

CHAPTER T
FINANCE AND TAXATION

Section 1. General, The Council shall at all times retain general control
over the financial affairs of the City, the administrative details of which shall
be part of the Administrative de. The Council shall provide in the /Adminis—
trativeCode for the publication of an annual statement of the financial affairs of

the City. The fiscal year of the City shall be from .April 1 to April 1.
Section 2, Transfer of Mnds. No orders shall be issued upon the city treas—

urer exceeding the amount the tax collected or assessed or in process of collection

and moneys on hand not otherwise gppropriated;  provided, however, that the council
shall have the power, if by resolution it deems it expedient to issue time warrants
for the purpose of replenishing any fund of the city, but the aggregate amount of
such time warrants shall at no time exceed one percent of the zssessed valugtion

of all the property in the city. No money shall be transferred from one fund to
another except by ordinance or resolution and no money shall be transferred from
the Public Utilities Department funds without the consent of the Public Utilities
Commission.. -

Section 3. Tax Lewy. At the first regular meebing of the couneil in October
of each year, the Board of Tax Levy, composed of the Mayor, City Clerk and g mem-
ber of the council appointed by the council shall, submit to the council an annual
budget for the next ensuing fiscal year with a detailed estimate of the taxes re-—
quired +to bs levied for all city purposes, together with a suggested form of resol-
ution for making such levy, and the council shall make such changes as it may deem
expedient, The council shall determine the amount of taxes to be levied and adopt
a tax levy resolution and the city clerk shall submit the tax levy to the Gunty
Auditor not later than the tenth day of October. No tax shall be invalid by rea-
son of any informality in the manner of levying the same or because the amount
levied shall .exceed the amount required to be raised for the special purpose for
which it was levied. It shallle the duty of the heads of the various departments
of the city to file with the city clerk an estimate of the receipts and disburse—
ments of such department for the ensuing fiscal year on or before the 15th day of
July in each year in order to assist the council in determining the amount of
taxes to be levied. ,

Section 4. Bonded Indebiedness. Except as provided in Setion 2, Chapter
Ts no obliggtions shall be issued %o pay current expenses, but the council may
issue and sell obligations for any other municipal purpose in accordance witly
law and within the limitations preseribed by law Except in the case of obliga-
tions for which an election is notarequired by this charter or by state law,
no such obligations shall be issued and sold without the approval of the majority
of the electors of the city voting thereon at a general or special election.
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CHAPTER 8
LOCAL TNPROVEMENTS

Section 1. Power to Make. The Council shall have power %o make any local
improvements deemed necessary for the welfare or convenience of the City and
its inhabitants and assess the cost or such part thereof as they deem just against
any property found benefited thereby. Amy two or more local improvements may be
made at the same time and as part of the same proceedings and the assessment there-
for likewise levied and collected.

Section 2. How Initiated. ILocal improvements may be initiated either by a
petition submitted to the (buncil by interested property owners for such improve-
ment or by a resolution passed by the Council to investigate the necessity and
feasibility of such local improvements, Rfore taking any further action, the
Council shall refer the matter to a competent engineer of its selection who shall
report to the Council with all convenient speed. Such report shall advise the
Council in & prelimingry way as to whether the proposed improvement is feasible
and as to whether it should best be made as set forth in the petition or resolu-
tion or in connection with some other improvement or improvemenits not included in
the petition or resolution and the estimate of the cost of the improvement as wre-
commended in the report. On the filing of such report with the Cerk, the Council
shall by resolution fix & time, hour and place when the engineer's report will be
considered and action taken thereon and direct the Cerk to give notice of such
hearing by publishing a notice one in each week for two successive weeks in the
official newspaper of the City. The Notice shall describe in general language
the improvement or improvements recommended in the [gineer's Report and the es-
timated cost thereofy but it need not include a description of the properties
liable to be assessed therefor or the names of their several owners. At the time
fixed in the notice,; or at some subsequent time or times to which the hearing may
be ddjourned, the Council shall hear such persons as care to be hegrd in refer-
ence thereto. A% the conclusion of thée hearing the Council shall determine by
resolution whether the improvement or imprdévements as set forth in the Ihgineer's
Report or any part thereof shall be made, which resolution shall describe the im-
provement or improvements to be made and the limits thereof in general language.

Section 3. Local Improvement Ordinance. All local improvements shall be made

- and assessments therefore imposed, in accordance with the statute in such case

made and provided.
CHAPTER 9
EMINENT DOMALN

Section 1. Powers. The City shall have full ipower to acquire by purchase,
gift, devise, or condemnation, any properiy corporeal or incorporeal, including
public utilities e¢ither within or without its oorporate boundgries which may be
needed by the City for any public use or purpose, and the fact that the property
50 needed has been .acguired by the owner under the power of eminent domain and

is already devoted to public use shall not prevent its acquisition by the City.
The acquisition of such property may be accomplished by proceedings at law in the
mguner provided for ‘taking land for public use by the right of éminent domain
acecording to the laws of this State.

CHAPTER 10
ERANCHISES

Section 1, Definition of Term: The word "Franchise" a&s used in this charter
shpll be construed to include g ll privileges granted %o any person, firm, associ-
&tion or corporation in, over, upon or under any of the highways or public places
of the City, whether such privileges have been or shall hereafter be granted
either by the City or by the Stagte of Minnesota.

Section 2, Method of Granting. No franchise shall be granted except by
ordinance adopted by a majority vote of all aldermen and every Ordinance by which
the Council shall propose to grant any franchise shall contain all the terms and

. conditions of the franchise to be granted. No exclusive franchise shall ever be

granted. No franchise shall be granted for a term exceeding twenty years.
Bection 3. Long Term Contracts. The words "Long Brm Contracts" shall be

' construed to mean and be limited to contracts for the purchase by the City or any

of its departments of any mgterials or supplies including contracts for the pur=

_chyse of electiricity or services of other public utilities which run for a period

of more than five years. No such long term conbtract shall be entered into until
the same shall have been approved by Ordinance mdopted by a mgjority vote of all
the Aldermen and, except in case of contracts whereby the City Council reserves the




unconditional right to cancel and terminate such contract at any time after the ex—
piration of such five~ygear period, until such ordinance approving the contract
shall have been submitted at an election and approved by a majority of the voters
voting on the gquestion.

CHAPTER 11
ASSESSHENT OF PROPERTY

Section 1. City to be Separate Digtrict. The Gty shall constitute g single
asscessment district sepgrate and apart from any town withing the boundaries of
which any property within the City limits may lie. The assessment of property
vithin the Gty limits shall be made in the manner provided by the laws of the
8tate for cities of the same class,

Kection 2. Board of Bqualization. The Board of Bqualization shall consist
of the Mayor, City Council and City Clerk and shall meet as such in the usual
place for holding Council meetings on thr fourth Jonday in June of each year to
equalize the pssessment according o law with power, however, in the Council to
change the date of such equalization meetings from time to $ime by published re-
solution to conform to the general laws of the Shate,

CHAPTER 12
CITY JUSTICES

Section 1. Jurisdiction. The City Justices shall have concurrent jurisdic—
tion over civil actions and criminal proceedings under the statutes of the State
of Minnesota as Justices of the Peace have and shall extend to and include the
county of (ay in sald stabe. '

Seccion 2, Justices of the Peace, The justices of the peace of the city
shall have and possess all the authority, powers, rights and Jurisdictions and
shall perform the same duties as are now and may hereafter be provided for as to
Jjustices of the peace elected under the laws of the State of Minnesota. They
shall in addition have authority and jurisdiction to hear and determine all com— -
plaints for the violation of any provision of this charter or any ordinance, reso-
lution, rule or regulation made or adopbed under or by viritue thereof, In all
prosecutions for the violation of any provision of this chprter or any ordinance,
resolutioh, by-law or regulation adopted thersunder, the justices of the peace may
‘proceed to triszl and determination thereof without the aid of a jury. Ixcept as
otherwise provided herein, the same forms, proceedings and practice shall be follow-
ed by Jjustices of the peace 58 under the general laws of the state and appeals from
the judgment and decision of the justices of the peace shall be allowed and taken
as provided by law for appeals from justices of the peace under state law. All
- fine¢ and penalties imposed by the justices of the peace of this city for the vio-
- lation of this charter or any ordinance, resolution,; rule, or regulation thereof
shall belong to the City of Barnesville and shall be turned into the treasurer of
the city., The Jjustices of the peace shall each month or oftener as required by
the council report to it all proceedings instituted before them, in which the city
is interested, and shall at the same time account for and pay over to the treasur-
er all fines collected and received by them belonging to the city. The justices
of the peace shall be entitled to receive from the county or state such fees in
criminal cases where the stal® is a party as are allowed by statute to other Jjustices
of the peace for similar services, and they shall be entitled to receive from the
City of Barnwsville, such fees in cases where the ¢ity is a party as justices of
the peace are entitled by law to tax and receive from the county in similar cgses.
In the event a municipal court with proper jurisdiction is established under any
state law, then the offices of the justices of the peace may be abolished by or-
dinance, if permitted by state law. '

CHAPTER 13
MISCELLANEQUS PROVISIONS

Section l. Call for Bids, Official Bond, Penalties for Violation. The Council
shyll have power by ordinance to fix the manner in which publicity shall be given
to requests for bidsy ‘the amount of bond to be given by officers of the city and
venalties for any violation of this Charter or any Ordinance of the City.

An gdministrative rule or regulagtion of any department of the State of Minn-~
esoba affechting the City, or any stytute of the State of Minnesota, or any pub-
lished code, specification, or regulation prepared by an official or unofficial
organization for general circulation and use, may be adopted and incorporated by
reference thereto in an ordinance and by marking three copies thereof as "official

copies'" and filing them for reference and inspection in the office of the City
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Clerk, and the publication requirement of this charter shall be as fully satisfied
in such cases by this method as if the said material had been set forthin the ordi.-
pance in full.

Section 2. Present Rights Retained, The City shall succeed to all the contract
and property rights and privileges and be subject to all the legal obligations and
the terms of existing contrachs and franchises existing at the time this (harter.
goes into effect. ,

Section 3. Service on City. ihen any suit or action shall be commenced against
the city, service or process therein shall be made by leaving a copy thereof with
the Gty Clerk or person in charge of the ity Clerk's office and one copy with
gither the Mayor or Wice Mayor and it shall be the duty of the ity Clerk to forth-
with inform the City Attorney dnd Gouncil thereof. ’

Section 4. Execubtion. All contracts, bonds, and instruments of any kind to
which the c¢ity is a party shall be’ signed by the mayor and the city clerk on bshalf
of the city ahd shall be executed in the name of the city.

Section H., Contraebts. How Lets In all cases of work done by contract or the
purchase of personal property of any kind where +the amount involved is more than
One  Tousand Dollars (#1,000,00), unless the council shall by an emergency ordingnce
otherwise provide, the city clerk shall adveritise for bids in such manner as may be

. designated by the council. Contracts of this magnitude shall be let only by the

council to the lowest responsible bidder. The council may, however, reject any and
all bids. Wothing contained in this section shall prevent the council from contract—
ing by majority vote for the doing of work with patented processes or from the
purchasing of patented appliances by the same mpjority vote. Subject to the pro-
visions of this Charter, the council shall adopt further regulations in the Adminis-
trative Code for the making of bids, the letting of contracts and performsnce of

the sme,




TO: The Honorable P. L. Aamodt
Mayor of the City of Barnesville,
Clay County, Minnesota, and
TO: The members of the City Council
of said Citys:

The undersigned heretofore appointed by the Judgés of the
District Court of the Seventh Judicial District, State of Minnesota, as a
Board of Freeholders (Charter Commission) for said City of Barnesville,
Minnesota, do hereby ieport and recommend for submission to the voters of
said City for adoptioh the within Amendment to the present Charter of the
City of BarneSville, which Amendment is in the form of an entirely new
Charter, amending the present Charter and repealing and supercedihg the
present Charter adopted June 28, 1898, except as the amended Charter
specifically confirms and adopts parts of the present Charter,

We respectfully request that you take such action as pro-

vided by law.

Dated this Qé/f% day of%; 1961.

Chairman '

72/ //MW‘ Z7, /mm

Secretary
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- CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION OF HOME RULE CHARTER

- STATE OF MINNESOTA X
X ss
COUNTY OF CLAY X
I, P. L. Aamodt, Mayor of Barnesville, Minnesota, and as such,

the chief magistrate of such city do hereby éertify that the charter

hereto attached and made a part of this certificate, is a true and cor-

rect copy of the charter returned and filed with the city by the duly
appointed and qualified board of freéholders of such city.

I further certify that such charter was duly submitted to the-
‘voters of the City of Barnesville at a special election helci in such

city on October 24, 1961, and was duly adopted by a vote of /?L

votes for the charter and /é‘ / ‘ votes against the charter, the to-
tal vote case in such city at such election being <3233 votes.
/. Witness my hand and the cbrporate seal of the City of Barnes-

ville this *) ane! day of Oetober, 1961.

WWVMVV~
: Mayor of Barnesv:.lle, Mlnnesota
Attest:z
Toond Zoid e o
City Clerk ' : 5 /5« 7R

Barnesville, ,Mlnn’esota

MHINNESOTA
;%; mﬁfm ora STATE

Im\: et
oy & Ao
Wﬁslecretary of State



