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Mr. Joseph L. Donovan 
Secretary of State 
State Capitol 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 

Dear Sir: 

City Cou11cll 
WM, HEUER, President 

KENNETH KAPLAN JAMES GAVESKE 
KENNETH KAMHOLTZ DAN LONG 
WAYNE STARICS VICTOR E. OLSON' 

"'WATONNA 
STEELE COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

L. R. HA.BERMAN 
City Clerk 

September 16, 1960 

Enclosed is a Certificate of City Clerk of Adoption of 
Amendments to the Charter of the City of OWatonna that we 
wish to have filed in your office. 

~~~~ ~·~-. Lawrence R. Haberman ·~ 
_;::.,," City Clerk ·· 

City of Owatonna 

LRH/mwd 
encl. 
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STATE OF mmrnsoT.A) 
) 

COUNTY OF STEEI.J!: ) SS 
) 

CITY OF Ov'fATOWNA ) 

CERTIFICATE OF CLERIC 
OF ADOPTION OF AMENDMENTS 
TO CI-0\RTER OF CITY 

LAWREI'il"OE R., HABERMAN, being first duly s\10:t>n on oath 

That he is the duly elected, qualified and a0ting clerk 

of the Oity o:r owatonna 11 in Steele county,, Minnesotao 

That on September 1.3.,, 1960~ at a speoia1 Elaetio.n 

duly oalled and held for that pu~pose by the Oouneil of said 

City of owatonnall the to.llowing three amand.ments 11 Whillh are 

fulll) true and oorreot eopies thereof, were adopted by at 

l,east 75% or the votes cast o.n such a.m.ena,11.uants as shmv.n by 

the official canvas of votes cast at such aleoM .. onp as tollowsl) 

AMElIDMENT NUMBER l { votes cast in f'avor of the adoption 

1629& votes oaat against the adoption 555) 

t00HAJ?TER XI 

l?UBLlO UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Seotio.n llol COMMISSION = J?OVJERS., The Publla Utilities 

Commission, hereinafter called voo.mmission 9
9 shall have the 

entire management and control of all we.ter, electric light, 

powe.r; heat and gas plants and systems now or hereafter acquired 

by the city ine.1.udi.ng the bu.ild1ngi> e:raotingl) oonst:ructingi> 

a.nd eqµ,ippi,ng of suoh pla.nts, and systems II a.11 suoh plants and 

systems being b.eJ:"aaf'ter oolleotively called 11!1fu.n.ieipal Public 

Utilities' o 

Seotion 1102 C0M:MlSSION = APJ?OINI'MEfNTo The Oo.tmniS$ion 

shall consist ot three membe:rs appointed by the mayor and con­

firm~d by vota or a majority Oi' the qi ty counoilo The ll1$lllbe.rs 

in of!fioe at the date o:r adoption ot this amendment shall con ... 

tinue to ho1d oftioe until expiration of their respective ter.ms 9 



Thereafter successors shall be appointed, eaoh fol" a term. of 

si:K yea:rs-o In oase Of vacancy for any cause, a successor shall 

be·appointed for the unexpired term~ 

Section lloJ 001\/f.MISSI0N ... REMOVALo Any member may be 

removed by two=thirds vote of the city 001:.U'loil in the mtu:1.ner 

hereinafter providedo There shall first be filad with the 

ole:i:-.k a petition of ten ox- more freeholders reciting that su.oh 

me.mber has been guilty of' a m.isdemea.nor 9 or malfeasance or 

.misfeasance in offiee, 01"' has beoome incapacitated ·to hol.d 

offioe, or cea.ses to be a resident of the oity I> Tb.e oi ty clerk 

shall thereupon give notice to such member ot the filing or 
the petition including a copy ot ·such oharges and the time 

and place of oouneil .meeting to consider tha same, which notice 

may be given orally or in writing at least ten days prior to 

the d.ate of suoh .m.ee.ting!) The me.rnber ma,y ]resent evidence 

a.11d be heardo 

Section llo4 COMMISSION - COTuIPENSATIONo One or all 

members of the Commission may reqe:i.ve comp.a.nsatioo for services 

aotually :L"endered in such a.mount as may be fixed from tim.e to 

tirua by the city counoilo 

Se.atio.n llo5 OF.FICERSo The Commission shall elect one 

Of its me.to.hers l?rasidanto The City Ole:rk and Oity Treasurer 

shall be:, ex of.fiqio :i olerk and treasurer of the Coramissio.0. 11 

and $hall l'eoelve such addi tio.tJ.a.l salaries for suoh wo1>k a.s 

the Com.miµs:ton may p1:eao~ibea 

$GCtion ilo6 l?OVD11J:l :t'O !NVEST AND BOBROW., The Commission 

.may in1test and reinvest, o:r direct its Treasul.'e~ to invest 

and reinvest~ funds in its possessiono The Oommias:Lo.n may 

:make temporari loans in emergency caseso 

Section ll.o 7 !>OWERS IN RESPECT TO LAND., 'l'he Ooml:llission 

m.ay use the ground under any railroadp public way:, place or 

park for o.onstructing11 enla.rging» imp.roving or repairing of 



' i 
t 

Mt:utlcipal J?ublio Utilities on condition the aur:f'aoe there of 

shall be restored to its original sta.te an.d a.ll damages thereto 

repairadQ The Co.mmission may e~ercise the power of eminent 

domain Olt behalf of the o1 ty whenevel' neoeasary a 

.Section 1108 liJMPLOYEES.. The Com.mission shall employ 

n~cessary hal.p inoluding a .manager who $hall be a competent 

engineero The oonuuissio.n shall prescribe d.uties, !'ix compen­

sation and discharge any e.m.p:Loyee at willo lt mar require bond 

from any employee in auob. amount as it shall fi;g., covering 

the faithful pe:rfo1:>.m.a.noe ot their d.u.tiei:1.i 

Section 11~9 SURVEYS, INSPECTIONS AND SUI1:eS11 The Ool!J. ... 

ndi:lsion. 11 by suoh employees as it may direct, .may enter upon 

any :premises at all reasonable hours for the purpose of examining 

the same and n1aldng su1rveys a.nd inspections, and it may sue :tr1 

the name ot the city for any money, due it for serviaas or 

eoIU.moditi,es or for injut>Y to the Municipal Public Utilitie~~ 

Se~tion llQ10 OLERK:VS EOOKS11 The ~lerk, under the 

di:caction of the Co:mmissio.n» sh.all oolleot and _pay :i.Ato the 

Tl?easu.ry moneys l:'eoe.ived o.n aooou.nt of opa:tiations o:t eaoh 

utili. tyo lie shall. ke~p sep~l'ate books oontai ning a full and 

complete stater11en-t of the oo.nditittn and operation of each 

utility!) of al.J. money received. 0 of' all payments due and owing, 

and of all. expenaes 0 whieh booka shall. be open to inspection 

Of the publir, at a.1.l :ea.son.able tim,e~o 

Se(}tion lloll TREASUREB. 11 8 BOOKS., The treasurer shall 

:safely keep all moneys com.ins into his :possession by virtue 

o:r hia ot:tioeo Separate a.ooou.nts 1;;i thin the l?ublio Utilities 

Fund sh.all be kept for each utility" Mon~y sha.ll be paid out 

for the purpose of erection~ opera tioxi and management of the 

Dliunicipal l?ttblia Utilities only on written 01:der signed by 



the president and 0J..e:r.k11 The ·treasurer shall keep books 

open to public inspection, showing all receipts, the accounts 

to which the same are oredited 9 and all orders made and paido 

Such books shall show a true and oorrect statement of all 

aooounts as appears from the reoords in his oft'ioeo 

Section llo12 11ULES AND 1-Ui:GUJ:.ATI0»JS.. The Commission 

may make and enforce reaaonable rules and regulations to ca~rf 

into etfeot the powers herein granted, whioh rules and re­

gulations shall be reoorded in a separate book and signed by 

the president and cl.erk and open to public inspection a.t all 

:reasona. ble times,;, 

Seation llol) RATES AND CIIARGESQ The Commission shall 

fi.Jt the rents and rates to:i: all commodities furnished by the 

mtu.nioipal Pu.blio Utilities» either ·co the .PUblio o:r: private 

consume.rs~ and. ah.all regulate the distribution and use of' all 

s1:1.oh oommodi ties for all :pu:rposes including rest:raining and · 

preventing any injury to said. utili tieso The rates and rants 

shall be sut:f'ioient, so l"ar as :pract.ioablell· to provide f'or 

operating e:.itpenees, repairs and replao0.lll.en.t, and the oreation 

of a sufficient sinking fund to .Pa.Y outstanding utilities: bonds 

and interest thereon when du.ea 

Sect!O!! ,ll:,14, J?URORASES.. The Commission. shall pure.base 

all supp:l.ies needed for operation of the Munioipai Publlo 

vtilities under suo.h rules a.nd regulations as it may establish. 

Section llal5 ANNUAL STATEMffiNT AND TAXES l?OR DEF:CCITo 

The Oonmu. ssion shall cause to be prepared and f:tlad in the 

o:f'f;t oe of the ai ty clerk at the olo.se ot ea oh tisoaJ. yea:r an 

annua.l statement D duly ()ertified by the _president and clerk$ 

showing all 111oneys -0.n hand II all !r.-eoeipts i, ol"edi ts and dis­

bursen1e.nts o.n behaJ.f' of' said utilities _plants a.urine; the 
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preceding year~ and the true financial oo.ndition of eaoh 

utility~ which shall be ope11 to public inspection,, I.n case 

of a deficiency in the utilities funds~ or insufficient :re-

venue are derived :rro.m the operation o:r t.he utilities plants, 

such report shall state the amount of such deficiency and the 

amount needed tor continuing operationsl) u.pkee:p or new ex.­

te.nsions,, The city oounoil. 0 a:rte:r verifying suob. stateman·t 

and report~ shall cause a speoia1 levy to be made upon al1 

ta%able pro~erty in the oity to raise suoh funds neededo The 

full amount derived ~rom suoh le~y shall be repaid to the genera1 

fund from la:ter !i."'evenue derived from the operation of said 

utilities pla.nts,n 

AJ.!(EN.DMEl..WJ? NUI\/lBER 2 (votes casT in favor of the adoption 

16£15! vote$ oast against the ado,p'l:;1on 4.94} 

11Seetion lloi OO))JJ].[:CSSION .,.,. .APFOINTMENTP Th.a Commiasion 

shall .fJons:tst of ti -v-e members appointed by the mayor and eon ... 

firmed by vote of a majority ot' the Oi ty Council, which appoint­

ments shall be e:tfeotive l\ltay lat and Tor a term oi' five yearas 

and until thei:r: suoeeasors are a,Ppointed and quality o No tw{:) 

C.ollUllissione:cs shall be residents o:r t.b.e same ward 11 pl:'ovid.ed 

tllat a change of residenoe to a. different ward sha11 not shor"c;en 

the tel'll! ot a,n;r Oommi ssi oner after his appoiat.m~nt ~ The membe:r-s 

in offioe at the ·time this amendment beeo.mes efteetive shall 

hol.d. office until the e::x:piratio.n ot tl1eir respeoti va terms and 

until tllai~ s.uooessors are appointed and qualify a ~./JO additional 

membera aha.ll be appotntea. tor terms expiring :th i.ntervetdng 

;reaii;"a so that the term o:f' on~ m.eJnber will expire on Ji.pril ;0th 

each yea~o Thereafter, suoeesso:rs shall be apl,lointed eaoh for 

a term of £'iv-a yearso In case of vaoanoy for any C!:lUse, a 

auooessor .shal.l be apziointea. i'or the unexpired ter.m.o 99 
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AMENDMENT NUlMBER ) ( votes case in favor of the adoption 

lJ81; votes cast against the adoption 778) 
19Seo tion 11016 UTILI TI1i1S ]:U!{i'fJ:SrmD CITY 0 Subj eot; to 

all oovenants of the aom.mission for the prote,.rcion of out­

standing revenue obligations the Commission shall provide the 

Oi ty and all of i ta departnents, except the tifuni.ei_pal I-'u.blio 

Utilities and the Oit;y Hos,Pital, with water (including the 

use ot ,hydrants) , eleotrica.1. power and J.igb:t, gas and heat :rree 

of any rent or ehargeg provided that the total value of all 

free utility service does not e:x.cead 4~ ot the gross m.eter 

billln.gao'1 

Thia oextifioa te is made in du1:,l:.lca te pu:rsuant to and 

in Q'om;o:mni ty with 0:tw.pte:r .'.305 9 :Laws ot: J?Jinnesots.11 1959 0 tor 

filing with the Seol'etal:'y o:t State and the Register ot Deeds 

in Steele Oounty:, Minnesota@ ·Thirty days attar said special 

election the said amendments 1;,hall be ai"feotivo l) whereupon 

a;ll. otn;i.rts sha11 take j~dioial notioe o:r the same as :provid.ed. 

by law.,, 

WI'i'NESS .my hand. ofticia.lly as Olerlt of ·the said Oi ty 

ot Owatonna and the corporate seal. of the Oi t:r this 15th day 

ot September 19600 

Subaoribed and. stvorn to before nre 
tllis ,l,5th day of September 1960 o .... 

c,N't./..lv,-,,:A Vh r .,l.._-t{;,. __ t_ "L 
DAVID l1Ip. LEACH;· Notary Pti"b.lio .i . •·­

Steele County» M:L.nnesota 
My Oo.ramisslon e~pires Feb:r.ua:ry 16, 1963 


