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CERr.PIFlCATE ~q,,;w~-~----~~~ 
I::, LLOYD RAPP, THE DULY ELEC'.fEDsi QUALIFlJ:D AND AC'J:ING 'MAYOR Ql1> 

THE CI 1rY OF LUVER.lifE~ ROCK COU!'JTY, MlJ:HIBSCTA!l IN HY CAPAcrrY AB CHIEF 
, .. 

MAGISTRATE OF SAID CITY, HEHEEY CERT'J:FY AS FOLLOWS: 

FIRSj}1:> THAT Th"E WITH!W uPROPOSTi.:D CHARTER FOR THE CITY OF LUVERNEtt 

IS A TRUE, CORi.1ECT AWD C01'01PLETE CCPY OF SUCH PHOFOSED CHJ;RTER AS 

ADOPTED BY TFB CHARTER ccr@n:3SICN (EOARD OF' F'REEHOLDEHS) AilD PRE-­

SENTED TO ME., 

SECOND., THAT .S.AJ.D PROPOSED CHARTER WAS DULY VOTED UPOlI BY THE 

' 
VOTERS OF SAID CITY OU 11:HE SEVENTEENTH Df:,Y OF SEP1rE:MBER, NHJETEEN 

HUl\IDRED FIF'.f:f ... SEVE"DI:, Al\JD RATIFIED BY MC'RE 1fHAN FOUR-SEVENTHS OF THE 

QUALIFIED VOTERS VOTING AT SUCH ELECTIONo 

THIRD. THAT THE SEAL AFFIXED TO THIS CTI:HTIFIOA:f'E IS THAT OP THE 

CI TY OF LUVERtIB.,, ROCK COUWTY, MINNESOTA .. 

DATED THIS 26th DAY OP SEPTEMBER, 1957Q 

(SEAL) 

AJt~ktfl1~ 
FRED a .. · MYTcmtLI:: . . · . • 0 
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PROPOSED CHARTER 

FOR 

TBE CITY OF LUVERNE 
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CHAPTER 1 

~ame ll-BO,E:.ndaries 2 powers 2 and senerl:l_l :erqv1;sJ.Q,ru! 

Section loOlo Name and botindarieso The City of Luverne, in 

the County of Rock, and State of Minnesota, shall, upon the taking 

effect of this charterg continue to be a municipal corporation, under 

the name and style of the City 0£ Luverne, with the same boundaries 

as now are or hereafter may be establishedo 

Section lo02o ~!vision 0£ the City into ward...§.~ The City or 

Luverne is hereby divided into two wards~ That portion of the City 

lying north of a line running east and west along the center of Lu­

verne Street shall be termed ward number one~ and that portion of 

the City lying south of said line shall be termed ward number twop 

The City Council shall, following ea.ch federal census, consider ward 

boundarieso In the event current boundaries a.re found to cause a 

differential of thirty {30) per cent of the City•s population 9 the 

Council shall change such boundaries to make the wards as nearly 

equal in population as practicable~ Such change shall be done by ordi~ 
nance,o 

Section lo03Q 1:_owers of the CitXo The City shall have all 

powers which it may now or hereai'ter be possible for a municipal cor~ 

pora.tion in this state to exercise in harmony with the constitutions 

oi' this state and of the United Stateso It is the intention of this 

charter that every power which the people oi' the City of Luverne might 

lawfully confer upon themselves, as a municipal corporation, by speci ... 

fie enumeration in this charter shall be deemed to have been so con ... 

~erred by the provisions of this sectiono This charter shall be 

construed liberally in favor of the City~ and the specific mention 

of p@rticular powers in the charter shall not be construed as limiting 

in any way the generality of the power herein sought to be oonrerred0 

Section lo04o Charter a public act~ This charter shall be a 

public act and need not be pleaded or proved in any caseo It shall 

take effect thirty days from and after its adoption by the votersi> 



CHAPTER 2 

Form . of ,_£,overnment 

.. ., Seco 2o01~ Form C?..f...JiOVe~ento The :f'orm of' government 

established by this charter is the '~Ma:yor ... council Plantt o The council 

shall exercdse the legislative power of' the City and determine all 

matters of policyo 

Sec~ 2o02o Boards and commissionso The council may establish~ 

regulate and abolish any boards or commissions to advise the council 

with respect to any municipal Zunction or activityp to investigate any 

subject of interest to the City, or to peri'orm quasi.,.judicial .functions.Q 

The Council may also establish, regulate and abolish the following 

adrniniatrative boardst a hospital board;? library board and a board 

of health, and such other boards and commissions as may in the future 

become necessary or feasible~ 

Sec 0 2o03o Elective of"ficerso, The council shall be composed 

of a mayor and four aldermen, all of' whom shall be qualified electors 0 

Two aldermen shall be elected from each ward and the mayor shall be 

elected at largeo Each alderman shall serve f"or a term of .four years 

and until his successor is elected and qualifies, except that, at the 

f'irst election held after the adoption of this charter~ the candidate 

in each ward receiving the largest number of votes shall serve for four 

years and the candidate in each ward receiving the next=largest number 

of votes sha.11 serve for two yearsc. The mayor shall serve for a period 

bi' two -years and until his successor is elected and qualifie.s .. The 

council shall be judges of the election of the mayor and aldermeno 

$eco. 2o04o InoomEat:ible office_!-tt No member of the council may 

hold any paid municipal office or employment under the City other than 

that to which elected, and until one year after the expiration of his 

term as mayor or alderman no former member shall be appointed to any 

paid appointive office or employment under the City which o.ffice or 

employment was created or the emoluments of which wsre increased during 

h:ls term as counoilmano 

Seco 2 0 05() Vacancies in the councilo A vacancy in the council, 

whether it be in the office of mayor or alderman, shall be deemed to 

exist in case of the failure of' any person elected thereto to qualify 

on or before the date of the second regular meeting of the new councilg 
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CHAPTER 2 

Form of eaove:vnmen,! 

·. ,. " Seco 2o0lo .E9rm of ,governmeU!Q The i'orm of government 

established by this charter is the 10Ma:yor ... council Plan~q o The council 

shall exercise the legislative power of the City and determine all 

matters of policyo 

Sec!) 2o02o Boards and commissions<> The council may establishll 

regulate and abolish any boards or commissions to advise the council 

with respect to any municipal function or activity, to investigate any 

subject of interest to the City, or to perform quasi-judicial functions~ 

The Council may also establish, regulate and abolish the following 

administrative boards:- a. hospital boardit library board and a board 

of health, and such other boards and commissions as may in the future 

become necessary or feasibleo 

Seco 2o03o Elective officers., The council shall be composed 

of a :mayor and four aldermen, all of' whom shall be qualified electorsc. 

'Two aldermen shall be elected from each ward and the inayo:r shall he 

elected at largeo Each alderman shall serve for a term of four years 

and until his successor is elected and quali.fie.s, except that, at the 

first election held after the adoption of this charter, the candidate 

in each ward receiving the largest number of votes shall serve for four 

years and the candidate in each ward receiving the next-largest number 

of votes shall serve for two yearso The mayor shall serve for a period 

of' two years and un:f;;il his successor is elected and qualii'ies., The 

council shall be judges of the election of the mayor and aldermeno 

Seco 2o04o Incompatible offices'° No member of the eouncil may 

hold any paid municipal office or employment under the City other than 

that to which elected, and until one year after the expiration of his 

term as mayor or alderman no former member shall be appointed to any 

paid appointive office or employment under the City which of'i'ice or 

employment was created or the emoluments of which ware increased during 

his term as councilmano 

Seco 2005 0 Vacancies in the councilo. A vacancy in the council, 

whether it be in the office of mayor or alderman, shall be deemed to 

exist in case of the failure of any person elected thereto to qualify 

on or before the date of the second regular meeting of the new council, 



or by reason of the death, resignation? removal from office, removal 

from the City$ continuous absence from the City for more than three 

months 1 or conviction of a felony of any such person whether before 

or after his qualification, or by reason of the failure of any council~ 

man without good cause to perform any of the duties of membership in 

the council for a period of three monthsQ In each such case the coun­

cil shall be resolution declare such vacancy to exist and .shall forth"" 

with appoint an eligible person to fill the same until the next regu­

lar municipal election$ when the office shall be filled for the unex= 

pired termo In the event an alderman moves his residence from the ward 

from which he was elected to the other ward within the City9 no v~cancy 

shall be deemed to exist during the unexpired portion of the · current 

term~ but he should serve to the end of such term as though there had 

been no such remove.lo Nor shall a change in ward boundaries as herein 

provided in any way affect the current term of any aldermano However, 

a candidate for election or rel"'election to the o:ffice of alderman must 

be a bona fide resident of the ward from which he seeks election and 

meet all other requirements of such candidateo 

Seco 2*06o The I@-yor~ The mayor shall be the presiding offi~ 

cer of the councils except that the council shall choose from its mem~ 

bers a president pro tem 'IJ1ho shall hold office at the pleasure of the 

council and shall serve as president in the mayor's absence and as 

mayor in case o~ the mayor's temporary disability or absence from the 

Oityo The mayor shall have a vote$ as a member of the council, only 

in case of a tieo He shall exercise all powers and perform all duties 

conrerr-ed and i.i--nposed upon him by this charter, the ordinances o:t: the 

City, and the laws of the Stateb He shall be recognized as the offi~ 

cial head of the City for all ceremonial purposes 1 by the courts for 

the purpose of serving civil procesa~ and by the governor for the 

purposes 0£ martial 1awo He shall study the operations or the City 

government a.nd shall report to the council any neglecti, dereliction 

of dutyii or waste on the part of any officer or department of the Oity 0 

In time of public danger or emergency he may, with the consent of the 

council, take command of the police~ maintain order and enforce the law,i;i 

Seco 2o07" Sals.rieso The members ot' the council shall serve 

with compensation of $200000 pe:r yenro When meeting as a boa.rd of 



equalization they shall each receive compensation equal to the mini= 

mum wage £or firms engaged in Interstate Commerce, as established by 

the federal government~ per hour of actual serviceso Providedp how­

ever, that, at any regular municipal election, the following question 

may be voted upon: t8Shall the salaries of the mayor and a.lderrr1en be 

raised to j( specif'ied a.mount) per year?i0 If a. majority of the elec.,. 

tors voting thereon vote ittyesn the council may thereafter adopt a.n 

ordinance raising the salaries to the amounts specified in such 

questiono 



~ .. '- ·,. 

Sec(J 2 0 080 Investigation of City aff'air_!Lo The council and 

the mayor, or either of them, and any officer or officers formally 

authorized by them, or either of them, shall have power to make in~ 

vestigations into the City's affairs, to subpoena witnesses, administer 

oaths~ and compel the production of books and paperso The council 

shall provide for an audit of the CityYs accounts at lee.st once a year 

by the State D~partment in charge of such work or by a public accountant~ 

The council may at any time provide for an examination or audit of the 

accounts o~ any officer or department of the City government and it may 

cause to be made any survey or research study of any subject of munici~ 

pal concerno 

Sec a 2~09 o Ci t:y_2mplo;yee~~Jl E_heir wages 2 sala.ries 2 benefits 

and regulatio~o The council shall have complete authority with refer= 

ence to the employment or discharge of all City employeesp wages and 

salaries to be pa.id such employeesi, employee benefits.I> supervision? 

and lines of authority and all other matters of regulation and control~ 

See 0 20 10 0 The City Administrative Assistan~~ The council 

shall appoint a City Administrative Assistant and delegate to him 

whatever powers)) ministerial or administra.tivel) they deem necessary 

for the proper administration of City affairso He shall be appointed 

tor an indefinite period and may be removed by the council at any timeo 

CHAPTER,3 

Procadure of council 

Saco 3()0lo Council meetir&s°" At the first regular meeting in 

January following a regular municipal electionp the newly elected mem~ 

bars o:r. the council shall asaume their duties., Thereafter the council 

shall meet at such times each month as may be prescribed by ordinance 

or resolutiono The mayor or any two members of the council may call 

special meetings of:- the council upon at least twelve hours notice to 

each.member of the councilo Such notice shall be delivered personally 

to each member or shall be left at his usual place of residence with 

some responsible persono All meetings of the council shall be publics, 

and any citizen shall have access to the minutes and records thereof 

at all reasonable timeso 

... 4= 



majoxrlty of' ·the aldorm!?.n shall be :t•equit10d for the passe.e;e of: all 

or-dinances. c nd resolutions~ o;i[cept us. o·cherw:tse provid"'d in thia 

P:r.~oeedu1..,r:.i on urrlinances,;t 
-- ~= -· ....,...,_ 

The enacting cla:us:e of e.ll 

:9fdf:nanoes shall be in the words, Hi:J:he City of Luverne does ol?da:lnoft 

Every ordinsi:noe s hull be pre sen tecl in w!'5. t:t nze: . No 0-rdi-aS11ce, · e.::teept 

D.1'.l a-m.e1?gen.cy ord:tna11ce, shall. be passed at the meetin;:; at which it is 

introduced.. At least three dsiys shall elapse bet.ween ttw int1-oduetio11 

and final pas$ags of' v.11 ord:lnm◊es otll,~:r ·than emergency ordinanceso 

Seen ,3o06 ~ . ~mar~~n~t.orfil):1e..ncesf, A11 erue:t"'geney cn•dinanee is an 

ordinance necessa~y for the ith11ed:ts, te p-rese!\va t:ton ot the J?Ublic peace, 
. . . 

hi1nlthii nio~als, safety or welfct:J?e in which the en1erge11oy is defined cild 
. . 

d$Ol&red in a p1"'0ttmble the1:>eto, and. is ttdopt~d by a vote of' at; le~ust 

,tl11:-01e liJAmbar$ o.t j;he ¢m,111cil0: !fo pr-osecut:tc1n shn.ll be b&n~d upon the 

provislomz or an;r emc1"gonoy ordi11rtnce unt:tl twcnt;y ... four holl.l"S aftiH' the 

6:t>dinance has been t:tled tdth the City Admin:tst:iJe.t:tve AssistS;nt a:i1.4 

posted in three conspict.101.ia places or unt:i.1 the ox-dinanee hs.s been ow~e 

published iii the oft'ieial newzrpar>cr, t.:mless the pe:i:,son ehargod w:t th 

v;lo1atl011 hfld actual notice ot tho pa.!wa~~ of tb;o ordtno.nee prio:J? to 

th.a aot. or om;tsaion complained of o. 

presented :in w:v:l:b1nB and JJaacl in full before a vote is taken thereon$' 

m1le$s au.ob. p:t?l?St1:mta tion f'lnd reading of: a resolittion al:>e dispenae.d w:t th 

by u:nani1not1.$ oonsentj; 
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nsnce sh0ll br::1 published once :l:ri. thfl of'':f':leial n1:1wspape.r- er poetod in 

·!;twee conspicuous plt:..Cf.'JS wi t,hi11 tho City o To the e.n.tont u11d. 111 the 

ms.nnor p-r•ovldad by lai1 an ord:tnru1.e€~ mB.y :l.ne,1:i?porate by referenco a 

statutG of Minnesota, a stats adri1inis trs,t:tve rule or a :r>e.(JUla t'lon, 

a code, or ordinance or par•t th01.>eof wl thnn.t publ:tsh:tng or postir1g 

- the ma.:berial 1.,efet"rsd to in tu.11 .. 

ordinance shall t11ke cfE'oc t ·th.irty clays a:Ct€:il" pJJ.hlic etion or posting 

or• at $ttch later da.te ae is filted theI>ein"' Every ordinance a.nd resolu...-

t;ton adop·ted by the voters of the City shall take effect immediately 

upon its adoptio:n1 or &, t suol1. later tiwie as is fixed theJ:tein0 

Seo., JolOt1 .Ame1:1qmen·t and repeal of' o:r>dinances and r>esolutions 0 

'!?.v-e~y.o:r>dinauce. or l"e.tt9lutio11 pepealln:t a previous ox·dinanorg or resolu ... 

. tion or section or subai vision thereof shall ci ve the numberi> ii' i;,ny, 

· and the ti tla .of' tb.e ordinance or r•esolu.tio11. to be repealed in whole Ol ... 

:tn part" Mo ordinance or resolution or section or subdivision thereof 

shall he .a."riended by l"'eferanoe to the title- alone, bu·t such an amending 

ord:ina11ee or resolution shall set forth i);1 full each section or su.b ... 

div:tsicn to b.e amended and shell indicate- now matte1" hy underscoring 

and old matter to be omitted by onclos:tng it in parentheses." In news­

pape1? public8.tion, or posted notices; ~1,;h~ smne indications of omitted 

may be.si:i.bst:ttutadf'ox• underscoping end onlit·ved m.atter maybe pl:'i-nted 

in eapital letters wi thmn parentheseso 

Seoo 3ll.1~ Revision end codi.ficnti.on of ordi11anceao The City 

deletions as m~.y. be deemed nocost.Hll'IY by the -council.,. Su.ch ordinance 

code shall he pti_blished i11 boolcJJ ptamphlot or continuously revised loose­

leaf form. and co.pies shall be made availablg by the council nt the. office 

of the City Aruni11:tstrative AssiBtant for c;ene ral dis t:t>ibu. tion to the 

public f1;,ee or at a l"'easonable ehs::r>geQ- Dis tribu:t;ion in such published. 



places 

Assts ta:nt shall ct ve n t l0azt t:-ro weclrn pr~v:loue notlco of tb.0 time 

and plac0 of holdine.; such nleetion r-md of ttte off:i.cors to bo elected 

. public-a,t-.ton at le1:i.st o:nee · in. the official newspaper.9 but fi1.llure to 

gtve such notice she.11 not invali.dn he such election... At the regular 

election there Sh.::-,11 be elected~ in addition to the members of the 

least, t.-wc weekst published notice of a special election shall be given 

ib. the official newsps.pe:r> o:r• by postl_nS suoh not,ice in at least one 

public pl0ce: in eS1oh voting procinctc<> The procedu.re at s1.-1ch election 

shall conform as nearly as 'possible to tb.a t preac1,.ibed f'oI' other 111un:t..-. 

cipnl e1GctionsJ? 

Sec., 40031> IfomiAf~tions 12.Y~Eet:ttion;o All el€;ctive officers 

.P~'?_V::t?-t}4 __ /oz:"by this chartev sheJ.l be nominated by petitiono The. nnme 

o.f eny 0lecto1~ .of' the 61-ty shall bo printed upon the. ballot as a. can-

beb.Dl f' s:t least :fif tson dn~,.s be f.'o r.,, t:b.e el1:1c t:tc:n" ih:i-:r eJ .. eo tol .. 11!.f.l;f 

s:tgh petitions :t'or ~ny nu:mbor of eendidat.;es for any office P and his 

s5.g:nature shall not be void $.S to eny petit;:i.on or pe·i;;ltions by reason 

of ·tho fact ths:b he sin;ned more than tme suob. petit:-lono 
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_________________ 1 

ti.on to be hold on. the day of' ___________ , 19 __ _; and we 

individually certify tb.n t we !;',l?E¾ qu.allfled elec tcn•s.., 

s t:vee t and numbe'.t' 

,...,__._. _________________ , betng di1.ly SlJ'OJ:•11, d_eposes e.nd says" that 

is/s.re tho oiroula tor_ of." ·{;he f'o1~0;;6inz petit,lon f@aper con-c;a:i.n-

we1.,e made in -:,_h_ i;n ... esence and sx•o tho oi~iginal signatures of the 

pe1"so11s to1hose tla'fl'J.es th.ey purpo1:t to b~.., 

day of 

Nb ·tc,.:i:-y ... Pttbl·ic 

This pet:i:c:to·c, if' found :lnsuff'icient by the City Afun:lnist1,,,ative » .. ~sis .... 

if du.:Ly elected tb.oretc)o 

I hereby certii'y that; the .fore5oi11g petition wos .filed in my 

office on t,he ---- day of _______ ,. 19._.., at _____ _ 

________________ ....,. ______________ -



0PJ1VtiSS - -

npply to 1r1m1ieipn.l elec t:tons a 

C:HJlPTER 5 

:f,_nit+o.j;~ ve a 1"ef~t::~J1dum~ and l"'ecaJ.1 _ 

$ee11 5¢010 Powers reaer~~d q;z: __ the. p_<;x,p~& Tho people of 

I,1,nre1.,ne reserve to t;b.emsalvos the power, in acco:i."'danco with -tho pro ... 

visitin:1.s oi~ thl~ chor t0J? _, to ini t:to. te ~nd. adopt any ordinance, e.xc ep "l; 

an ordinance app1~opriatifig money or au thori zinz the le try of ta;;:-.es, to 

-reau:tr-e such an ordinance 1rihen pe.ssod. by the council-. to be rof'el"red to 

the elector$ i'or app:rr.nrf'l or d:tss.ppl .. OV$11 and to recall electecl publie 
- ' 

offici0.ls11 These pmr(';;t>;J she.11 be N:illed th':;) init:ta.tiveJ)- tb.e ret'~rendm11~ 

and t:he recalll' re spec ti vely ~ 

- -s-en~'o-5~02ir. ,¥Jep0-:ndi:t'IJ-.r~s ~:v Eeti-tiotH.l-'1'.',~~ - -No l1J.6l!lbe.r ot D,l'l;[. :tn!tia7_. 

tive)'re:f'ePetidum~. or Z'$-C~t1J; .com•'l'titt013ll no ci:rculP.tO~ or a signa.tuve-paperli: 

~nd !!Cr s;i.gne:r- of e,ny such pape1-.., or ~ny other peJ•son, shal.l accept or 

of'J:er any reirard.., pecuniary 01~ ci;h,;il"w1.se, fo:r• se:;;>vice rendered in con~ 

comini tfa:,e fro'tl'l ptty:l..ng fo.'!" logs.l advice mid from incur:r•lng an expense 

no·G to eJtceed ~~150,,00 fo:t> :stat:b:n1e1:-y, copying, pJ:>inting., and notaries, 

· fees~ Any viol.~.tion ocf' th.e pr>ovis:t011s of- thia sec-tlon is a misderieanor-o 

Seo~ 5"0.3¢ !B:;:thr.H• re5u.la,t1ons-o _ The. com1ci1 may- pl'ovide by o:rd;t .... 

nm1ee nuch .fU:rthor regulations fo'.f.l the ini tis.ti ire, refe!"endwn~ and x-ecall, 

:not inconsistent with this chtt~tev, as it deems nec,,u11sary
9 
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o::r:•dina11co to a5eh 01'"' the sir;no tr1.1"e p:?.ptn•s her"'oln detwrib0d, tnc;r, the:r 

tor or every such paper ab.e,11 make 2n af::.':lifovi t thri t' each s5.gna ture 

appended to the paper is the genuine sir311at1:i.re of the person whose mme 

followine; f orrrr: 

· Nrune Address -

------------------

The u:ndex-sie;ned electo:t>:s, undc:i;,stand:1:ne ·the ·tertms and the nature 

of the ord:t.nance h.::).reto attached, pet:tt:to11 the council fQr its adoption1 

or, in li!iu th.0reo:t\ f'01." its sttbmiss:to:n to the electors for i:;lleir 

approvaL. 

3~ 

At the end of' the lit:d; of signatures sh.all be npponi::1ed the afi':ldav:lt 

of the circu.1.ator m(';intioned aboveo 
. ""'10 ... 



J"h1d:tns(! The commit:tea shti11 them be c::tven 30 de.ya i.n J'Jhleh. to file 

addit,io:nal sigrn:i.tu.r-e papc1,z and to cor:r.e<'t t,he pet:tticn in all oth.e:r 

i to optiono ' 

·~ SacQ 5\>01<> ,Act:1.cn,_<H' cp~ncil 011 :ee·~ition<) When the petition 

is f'ou.nd -1..a be .suf-rtcient, the City .J'tdminis tx•ati ve Ao sis tent shall so 

certify to the cot1.11cil at its next r.n13 ct:i.115, s ta tine the n11mbel'.' of 

pet;ttioneJ?s s.nd the perccntaze of "the total m .. 1n1ber o:f vot0rs whicti they 

constitute, a.nd the cotincil shall at once read the ordina.n.ce and refe:t~ 

it to an. appropriate committee, which may 

The ¢ommi-ttee or council shall thereupon provide fol?' public b.earings 

upon the ordinance~ af'te.r the holding of' wb:;J.c h the ordinance sh.all be 

f;h:ially acted upon by t,he council not; la tax, than 65 days after the d&te 

passes it in a form dif' fePefft ft•om that sr; t fo:t>th in the petition and 

unsfl-.t:lsi'aoto11y to the p0titio11el"s, the proposed ordinance shall be 

i:mbmi tted hy tho counc:i.1 to th.e vote oi' tho olectors Dt the rit~xt roc;u­

lt:tr :munioipaJ. elect:i.cn; hut :1.f '1;r1e number of sigw;:,1"\:J of the po'bi ticn 

:ts et l~ast 200~ tha co1.1ncil sh.all call a special election upon the 

n1eeJ1u;t,ie<> St1ch special election shall- be held not less than 30 nore 

moy,e than 4.5 days :t'l"om the da·be of' fint:tl action on the ordinance by 

the aounc:tl ol" ai'ter> the e;q:Jiration o.t 65 days i'!>om the date o'f sub­

mission to the council wnen thc:t1e has been no :r:tnel acti.on; but ,l.f a 



l 

s wwrt&rt., rtrhl' 

upon any such proposed Ol"di:ns:nco shell st&:to t~ie subs t.ance cf tb.c · 

1Jotb.ing in this 

electors v:nd P:1' the cons ti tu ticn and st&, tu tes of Ninn'1l so 't;a to propose 

Referendum. -
Sec,. !,olOo The· referendum.., If' prior to the date whe:n an ordi ... 

nance trures ef:teet a.petition signed by at los.st 200 quf!!.lified alee tori! 

ot the City.\l :ts·:riledw:tth the City f.d.ministrative Assi.a·bant;requestine; 

th~ council sb..s.1-:t i1'r!mod:l21;e1y o:.Pd0r c. special clr:::cclon to he held the;t>eon3 

or submi·c tne ord:!J1&nce e.:t the ne1ct r'egal.sr mmiicipal. elect,itm., pend:tug 

wbicl'i the or,c!J.ne.11.ce shall r .. -:;main SU$psndecL, Ir 0. n1a.iori ty of the elec ... 

tors· voting the:;?eon is opposed to the 01--d:tnance~ it shall not b-ocome 

ef·fective; b1.:i.t if xt mn.jority of the electors voting thereon favors the 

oi-..di-nanoe_,. it shalJ. go into cf'fect im1nedi,R tely or on the date therehl 

. specifi.ed◊ 
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-... -., ..... _, ~ 

Add:ress 

the rccsll is sought .. If at tbe ontl -or th.at i;i111e tht'7 City Administi"o,tive 

~~--



t:i.on 

tho nam.a of the oi'fieer i-rhoce rocall :ls eou.ght bein3 lnserterl in thl3 

blank, aqft the electors s he-11 be per:.11ittod to vote separately 11yesrr or 

11not' upon th:ts question* The ballot shall also contain the names of the 

-

tb.ere'bo for t; he l?(-rnlainder of' tile une~q1ired te:r-u10 If the of.t'icor sou.ght 

to be :r•ecalled :i:•1::H~i3na ·w:1:thin ten da:ra after the receip•c by the council 

of the· completed 14ecall petition, the form of ballot $.t the election 

lar 1:r1u.nicips,l ele ctiol'1~ 



Cff.AP'l'ER 6-

!dminis t?>a. tipr). (?f City affaip~, 

Ser;j'.t 60 010 The oouneil{I 'J:he·couneil shall be the chief admini= 

strative body of.the City., Its administrative powex,s may be entoreod 

by a.n Ad.mini.strati ve · Ood.e enacted in tha fovm of an ordinance~ 

Seoo 6<)02t1 Powe;r,s and duties of the council~ It sh1;1.ll be the 

duty of the oounoil to a.et in the best interests: of the entire Oity 

~d it shall; have. al1 powers to .so act, exoept as limited by statute 

or the provisions of' this chal"tero 

Sec>i> 60030 pe12art:ments of ad.mi:p.~strationa The council m&y 

create such departments~ divisions, and bU:tH£}&1.\S for the a&ninistration 

of the City's affairs as may seem necessa;r,y 11 and fi'om time to time alter 

their powe:i:,s and organiza:tiono It shall prepare a complete adminiatr€1J"" 

tive oode for the City and en~ct it in the form of an ordinance)) which 

may be am.ended from time to time b-y ordinanoeo. 

Sece $11,04.., .Purchases and contracts,¢. The council shall be the 

chief purchas,ip..g a.gent of the City.. All City pµ:rehe..ses and c.ontl'a.Ct$ 

shtil.l be made b¥ the council when the runount of the purchase or con.w 

tract does no.t ezeeed 41,2,000.,00,:> All other purehases ..$hall be made and 

all other contracts and instruments of an;r ki:nn to which the City is a 

·party .1:.1htll be signed by- the mayor and the City Administrative.Assis.,.. 

tan.t on 'behal.t' of the City and shall be executed. in the na!h.e of the Oity. 

Sec. 6.05. Contracts;· how let..., In all cases of work to be done 

by eontraet, or of the purchase of chattel~ ot any kind, where the 

runount involved is more than $2tOOOoOO, unless .the council shall by 

an etne?'geney· o~d1.ns.nce othe"!'wiae p~ov:tde, i:he aoune11 .ghall adv~rtise 

.to:ir bids in such manner as mat be designated by the eouncil.. Contracts 

of this magnitude shall be let only by the council to the low~~t r~ ... 

sponsible bidder(>, The council may)) however~ reject any and all bids. 

Nothing contained in this section shall. prevent the eo.uncil t.'rorn con""' 

t~actiri.g by-a three ... fourths vote for the doing ot work with patented 

procesaes., or from the ;purchasing of patented. appliances by the same 
.. . 

majority,. Subject to the provisions of this charter, the oov:noil may 

by ordinance adopt furthel' t-eguls.tions :tor the making of bids and the 

letting of contracts.. All contracts. shall b() let to the low~st r~­

sponsible bidder,. by ''the lowest responsible bidde,ru $hall be inter• 

preted as givitJg the council the right to a~e"'pt ~ny bid which it 

detemines is moa.t advantagtH)U$ to the City-. 
~&-



CHAPTZR 7 

Co1111CiJ~ to c·~~11t1:1cl f'1~r1r.:1rtc0za :11 ~lf~ cc~_rncil~ :Jiirill 11av(:;.; -- -

lagisJ.a:t;Lon!I the co tn'1 .... 

City shall c.011.torm an fully as -possible to the gen01?al State le_w as to 
- . 

Sec., 1◊04., '.80~1"'d o~ equalizatiq_no The council ohall em1stitute 

a boar-d of efjual:tzstion to eqn~tl:lze asst)S-£tnel:1'ts of property .for t£1.:::at:ton 

_-pU'.l?pQE}es according to lm-:r () 

800.-0 7.,05,r; .fr.~1:2erf\t-;ion of the .nnnuti1 bud~eto The City Adm:i.nistra­

tive Assistant shall p1.,epare; the os t1.m€ttGs fm-."' the annv,al bu.dgert"" The 

budget shall be by, funds ~nd sh@.11 include ell the fu.ndo o:f' the City, 

e:;i;cePt th.'3 funds_ mf.lde up- of pt;>ocaeds of bond i.ssues$ utility funds, 

and special asseasmern:t funds, and ma;r :tnclttde any ot sueh funds at 
' 

fi1nd bu.d.geted s0..all bE!t arr0.ne;ed for ench department: or division of the 

City under- the following heads: 

{2) payment of- p:t"l ncipal and inter-eat; on bonds rind other fixed charges£ 

{J) ca.pi tnl outlays (1'01· now cons t1"'Ucticn, new eqnipment, and all im ... 

p:t-ovementz of' a laetlng chal:"'aeter}" Ordin~ry expenses sheJ.l ho sub ... 

d'1.v!dod iiitot (B.J $O.!i:ar:tao and wo.gcs, v[lth a 1.:tst oi' all salaried 

of.fices and positions, including the salary &llowunoo and the :number 

of persons holding each; (b) crther expenses, with. sui"ficient det:a.il. 

to be Psadily unde:t>stoodo All fa1ere.Hasez: and deer,sases she.11 be cler.:rly 

showno In paPa.llel oolum11s shall be ad-::led the a1nm1.11ts granted and tll,e 

0.D1ou:nts expended t1no.er similar heads for the past ~10 completed fis~f:,1 



cn1sui11g; 

fol: the City Administrative Assists11t, ~nd three, ~•t leost, to be post;erJ. 

in public places 1ri the City,, :lr.1he ·. es timn tes sht;l11 be submitted to. the 

public 9 Tl"1e City Administ1~ativc As.s:tsta11t may submit •Aith tbe .sstimates 

. :;:nioh explanatory ste,t-0rn,ent or statements as ho ms.y deem necosss.ry, and 
. . . 

"· -a:ur"ing· the f'irst··three yeHJ?s of' crpe:t•fd;J.:on u.i:r.der· thl~ cha:r:·te:r.• he sh.&11 

be authorized to .interpret 'Gh(;} requirements of. th.is section as :requiring . 

cn1l;r such comparisons o:r the Cityts :t"lnancos w:i:th those or the pvetious 

gover:rnnent of the City as ra.ay · be fessible and pertinent(!" 

Sec Q 7 006. l,assa~ of the buqget4 1I1he budget shall be the 

principal i tam of business at the :f'iJ?st. ragul1.u? monthly meeting: of the 

council ill Sep:ter11bav and tb.e c<:n:i.ncil shall hold adJourr,1.ed mee·tings from 

t:tm:e to time u.nt;ll all the estimates have been consideredu The meetings 

shall be so conduoted FJs to give interested c.it:tzans a repscnuble oppor ... 

· ti1niti to· be ileardc .The &iidzot estin}21;es· she.if be i-•e~.d in full end the 

encl shall bQ s:tgned by the majority of the counc:tl 1-Jhen adoptedo lt 

shall indicato ·the sunis to he- raised end from what sources and the su.lilS 

to be spent e.nd ?or what p.u1e.poses according to Section 74>05., Tb.e tot11l 

s·um appr-opriat0d sh.011 be les.s th.an the total es t1mat~d rsveinue by a 

safe rn.argin? Tho coi.1ncil Shall adopt the budget not later than ths 

first weelr of October by a resolt:ition which. shall se·l:; forth ·the total 

~~-----••~••••-•···'"••c:·-• ·"-



to 

i·r:solutlon 

the 

incnita.h:ra.n<H)lh. rfo ot':t'icer o:r- 0r1ployor.,, of' the City shall place e:n:y o.rder 

Ol:l meka an:,r pu:r•ob@.se eXcGpt fo:i,:, a ]Jtl.l"'pose end to th$ amount an thorized 
. . 

:tn. ·the hid~at l"'os6lo.t:1.on~ Any obliz$."i:,i;;)n incn1:·red b;ir lihy pe:i..;.son :tn the 

tion has been adopted, the cotmcil shall 11uve no power to increase thf;j 

s.tnounts f-.L:red :tn the bud3-et J:€\solntion, by tt1e !nsEfft:1.on of' new items 

or -otherwi~.Hh beyond th:) est;tm0.t0d revanues, unJ..erss tI1-e .aet11e.l rec.eipts 

ezceeid the es ·timates s.nd tb:rin not beyond th;;, actLtol reco:tpts ~ l 1he 

ocn.mcil ri1ay nt an::r t:1.mf,;}) by rosolt1.tion apnr•ow;d. by a ineJo;i:,i ty oi' its . 

. . . 

r~eOlutib11, or by unD.nimcn11s vote, attti:lorize the transfo:r of sun1s :from 

·· i:nclud.e an £!rn1en~r;i::m,cy app1'\.opriD tion as t?. !)a:i:-t ot tho budg-et bu·t not to 

e;imee::1 10:l& of t,he to 'l;a:.t b1:i.d:;;et;" A t:rit?,n,$fe:ti- :t":ro.m the emerzency app:i.~o­

p:i'.':la.t:ton to any- oth<:>:1? approp::;-;.iation shall bo made onlr by uuanimo1,1.s 

VO'C$1 0-f ·tb.c oonncil ond sh.all bo L'WOd only .for the Plll.1posas designated 

by the council* 



Cit:r 

Seci} 7 .. 11~ F1unds to he J(0nt<> Su.bc.1iiris:1on 1,. The-J:>e sh.sll b-e 
1.n 

maintained :1.n t!-ie <.a t;1· ta .. eusul"Y thcf f'tinds . pl?ovtd0d fox,f the fc11011ing 

subdi visichs a 

interaed·; of riill. Obli::i;~.tions :ts::mod by i.:i:i.e City except bon.ds issued 

· on e.ocount o::?' a.ny locol impro·vefnent ·to be~ t'luencod wholJ.y or ·pt?-l'tly 

by epecis:1 assetsmen.ts end bonds issttecl. 011 acco,.u1t Crf any municipally 

owned v.tility,, 01llt of this £1..md sht1,ll be paid the p11inc:tpal and inte:i:,est 

rn~nt. of such f'undtq e~1d stich :tnvcstm~nt~1 mer be liqu:ltlated s.:t any l,im~.,. 

To th¢ e;~torit r,~C:,iJ1h ... C':(l hy l:1w,. & ~H:Jpn.;i:•n·i;.o UCC()lU1b :tn t;ho dobt .$(Il"'Vlce 

t'l'.C<:01,u1t of' any local 1.r.nprov0me11·i:; to ho f'in~nt'0d wholljf o:r p.$rtly by 

spec:i.nl e.ssess:;r.i.e:nts and bonds issued o:n a.ocou11t of e.ny mtmicipali1'" 

o't-'rued utility., A separ!:l:te bond account shru.l be kept .f'or each issi1e 



r:l§y of' this fund by r;_pp:rop1~iationa fx•on1 ta1c funds if nececsa1 .. y; end in 

ad-di tio11 may by ordinance c:rsate- and maintain in the fund a cash. reserve 

si.1.f'f'icient for t-mrl::ing capi:tsl purposes.. In order to a11tioi.paca the 

eollec. tion o.f Spt;H;:::l.')l asse;1s1nente ~md th.0 municiptil $!1ax'0 of the ccs t .· 

of ~. l:ocHl .inipt>ovemont> ·tho eOtU:'.tCil. may by 1:;1.. mo.jor-i ty vote issu.$ s.nd 

may detemaine; bu.t the .aggregate, amount of such obligB.ti.ons ot1tstanding 

at sny time shall not e1weed ·the sum. of' the .foJ.lowlnf~: (l} e.11 assess .... 

nients levied s.nd. t"'ncollect0d,; {2) cost of work in prog:r>ess to be financed 

irt wh.ol{t o?> in pei-.rt by .speei~l assossments, and {3) the c~sh :rese.rve for 

the fund may be admiriis•t~n"od on s. sol:r-sustai1:1.i}:1g b~sis, f.111 loav.1 im;.. 

pi1ove1r£nt pr_o jec ts i'i:rn::mced throur;h it s hali upcin ent~1pletion be cert:tf:ted 

hy th~ Oi ts,~ Adr11.:tn:ts trc ti ve Ass:i.s t;a:nt vs to total <wn t;, whleh sh~J.1 thel"e­

upon be 1::rpf;o:t-t,:tc.n.cd b~r the council either ~s sn~essmeints against bsne-

i':tted. propei-.ty o:t" ~,n o.1nourrtc ch10 .f'.rom otho:P a:tty f'und~.. ft..n1ount.s appor--. 

t:toned. age.ins't other Ci•ty !?unds shall b,a dt:tc wb.en :tns·callments of .special 

ment :rolls .s~1all be charged inteJ'."es t n~ i:n · the eS\se of' assossm:ents and 

shall be credited to the fund, t·r:ttb. nny interest dt:te., when co11eotsd 0 

T'o the extent :i;,eqn.ire:d by le.w, ·a. tax for ·the Cityt s sh~~e of' the cost 

.shall be levied b0I"ore any oblig:n. tions a:;;a:tns t the :fund et'~ issued and 

... 21 ... 



the 

id. nll 

u.til.ities which are c-pe:ratea S€i'fHll"etely .. 

$ubd',) 7 <} In ar}dition to tb.e fo1?ec;o:tng funds., there may be main ... 

buraemen't o-J: .money r,,r,ceiV'od and h~l.d h~ the·_ Ci t;y e.s t1:•t1s tee ox, ct1.s todis.u 

or in th-e cMJris.c:i. ty of' 17'ny B(!i;t,rt fo1-. :tr1d:l.viduals or othe1 .. gove1"nmental 

Sv.bd., 8 41 111 lie1.1 o:r estnblishins -s.ny o:f the types of funds 

specified in Su.haD' 7/1 the- council rmiy provide for the recording of -

- operstt-on~or-ae.tivit:tt'>s f'qr )Ih:i.ch :i;hc. use of such.funds might be 

. su.i tcble through th0 maintenaz1ce of aepa:ro.te accounts in any appro­

priate fund, t::.1.!'es.dy esteblis-hcd. The oouno:tl shall have full power 

by ordi.nancf) or resolution to make ;1,nter..-:f'i.:md losns, except frcni trust 

an.$, a.gene~ t'µ.ndst 4/\s it may d0en1 neoercJs:a:P;r unc1 za:pprop:r.";tat.e .:t'l"Om ti.i.ne to 

·. t:11;ne,, 

every b;.r:anch thereof', ond tho cot.11·1.cil rv:;1y prescribe and enf'cJ:>ce · proper 

,.a,ccottnting methods, terms., blonks, and otho.r devices consistent with. 

the law, this cha1.-.te:t>, rmd the o!'dinancos adopted in accord thex~ewi th" 

Ho shell. aubmi t to the council a s t;aternent ea.ch month snowing the 



amount of money in the City treasury/) the status of all funds JI the 

amount spent or chargeable against each of the annual budget allowances 

and the balances left in each, and such other information about the 

finances or the City as the council may requireo Once each year!/ on or 

before the last day of February, the Oity Administrative Assistant shall 

submit a report to the council covering the entire financial operations 

of the City for the past year~ This report shall show: the actual re­

ceipts and expenditures, omitting duplications and stating the casa bal= 

ance at the beginning o~ the last fiscal year and at the close; the total 

outlays ror operation and maintenance~ and the total capital outlays; the 

condition of each of the funds; the total receipts by sources and the 

total expenditures by general purposes; the total outstanding bonds and 

debts of the City, when due, the amount of new bonds issued and the 

amount redeemed:, and the interest rate of each; the condition of all the 

annual budget allowances; an inventory of all the p1.,operty owned by the 

City; and such further information as the Oity Administrative Assistant 

deems advisable or the council requ:tresQ 

Bech 7 ol3o City __ }l];<?;ybt ... ~dp.e~c Except as provided in Secs.I() 

'7ol4 and '7ol5p no obligations shall be issued to pay current expenses 

but the 001:lllail may issue and sell obligations for any other municipal 

pu:ripose in accordance with law and within the limits prescribed by lawo 

Except in the case of obligations for which an election is not required 

by this charter or by state law:, no such opligations shall be issued and 

sold without the approval of a majority of the electors of the City 

voting thereon at a general or .special electiono 

Seeo 7ol4o Tax a~ticipation certifioate!o At any time after 

January 1st following the making of an annual tax levy, the council may 

issue certificates of indebtedness in anticipation of the collection of 

taxes levied for any fund and not yet collectedo The total amount or 
certificates issued against any fund for any year with interest thereon 

until maturity shall not exceed 90% of the total eu~rent taxes for the 

fund uncollected at the time of issuance plus the cash on hand in the 

fundo Such certificates shall be issued on such terms and conditions 

as the council may determine and shall bear interest at a rate not to 

exceed 6% per annum, but they shall become due and payable not later 

that the 1st day of April of the year following their issuanceo The 

proceeds of the tax levied for the fund against which tax anticipation 

... 23 ... 



--,, • _,_ "-"'"t--· ____ __,.._;,ip-_--.i._,.--~P""ll!---...-i .... ~ .. --....... ---·-.. ---

certificates are issued and the full faith and credit of the City 

shall be irrevocably pledge~d fo-r ~the redemption of the certificates_ 

in the order of their issuance against the fundo 



~}ell C1:"1 

• 

improvement: not: forbidden by tho lsws of this Sta:te ~nd to levy special 

aseessmetits to p!'ly nll or ~ny pnt'"C o:(: t;h0 CO:lJ t of' $l~Ch :l!1rp1~0vements ~s 

Ass 1:;18 smen'l '.CP fo:r, s orv:t ces c<:; 
;11mr,-,,;,,-n,>1 ,.-!Ah 

ap:r,l:leable thereto.,_ Tho council W!ri;-r p1,r.:;parE: iu1d ,sdopt a co··tr"pX'eho.nsi vo 

o'.l'?c1in~noGi ~J:?esc1>t:Lbin:; the p:rooedu:r-0 whic b. shall bi;, follmJ,:;id tnex•ea:t'ter 
0 

In meking nJ,1 loccl improvemer.rts t)ncl lcvyinr; t:HJsessment.s thor•efox,~ Such 



ordinance shall supersede all other provisions of the law on the same 

· sub jec.t. and ma_y be amended ollly PY unanirno31s vo.te of the councilo ln 

the absence oJ: such ol'dinance all local improvements may be made and 

assessment~ levied therefor as prescribed by an applicable lawo 

Seco 8004.p Publi,o.· works;. hqw £_e.,i:.t:ormed,o Puhlie works, includ ..... 

ing ·· all local impro,rements, may be oonstructed.g extendedl' repe:ired, and 

maintained either directly by day labor or by contracto The City shall 

require contractors to give bonds to~ the protection of' the City and a,11 

persons fut>nishing labor and materials pursuant to the laws o~ the Stateo 

CHAPTER 9 

Eminent.domain 

Secj) 9 oOL, · '}?ower ~o. acquire ;eropertz11 The City may acquire;\' 

by purchase, gift.9 devise.2 Qr condemnatlonp e.ny property, corporeal or 

. j,.no.orporeal, ~ither. within or without· it$ corporate boundar.iesj) which 

nta:y be needed 'by the City for any public use or pu.rpor3e o Easements fol\ 

slopes, f!llss, sewers~ building lines.2 poles 9 wires, pipesj! and eon,.., 

duits for \t1::tter 11 g~s~" heat, and power ntay be acquired bJ gii't.11 devlse.2 

purcht.tse.2 or c<:mdemnat:ton in the manner provided by law') 

Seo. 9n02. l?roceedin&s in acg.uir,i_oo ;ero:;pert.z.. The necessity 
, .. - _.- - . _cq - - - - - . "! .. 

for. the taking ot: any property by the City shall be determined by the 

council and sha1.l be declared by a resolution which shall describe such 

property as. nearly as ma:y be and state . the use to which it is to be de­

voted. In acquiring propei-ty by exancis:tng the power of e:minent.do:main, 

the.city shall proceed according to the laws of this Statell except as 

otherwise pnovid.ed in this chaptero 

.· fi:rmed 1n any proceeding for the taking o:r prope~ty for publ,ia · use by 

;right of eminent domain.~ orwl:leneiTer the court renders final judgment 

in rul.'f appeal .from any such award and the time for abandoning such 

proceed1,ngs by the City has expired~ the City shall~ as pt-ov:tded by 

statute~ pay the amount ot the a:ward or judgment, of' the cou:rt~ as the 

case maybe; and if' not ~o paid,l) judgment therefo:r may be had against 

the City-. 

Sec. 9104+ Citz ma,: abandon ;eroceedi!?:$Jl• The City may, by 

re$olution of the council a.t any stage 0£ tb.e cond~mnatipn proceedings 

or at any time within 30 days after final determin~tion thereof, abandon 

auoh proceedings as to all o:r any part of the property sought to be 

acquired and sha1l pay all reasonable costs and expenses the:reo:f.', in ... 
eluding fees ot counsel. ~2s-



:tn thin ct1.1.:q.rto:i} ehti.11 bo conet:r:>ued t~o ,'1<)ct1- any speci-al pri vil,'.},:;es 

r:~:rs.nted t;o any per.:::on, co-par,tnel'f1hi";?, er• cor'po1"t?-i:i,:,n, in., over, t:tpon, 

rights s_hal1 always b0 s1J.bjoct to th.e supG-1"!-ior r:lzht or- the public. 

ships j or pe1,.,sons desil"J ng to mako fU1 espooially bu1,.densonte1 uze of the 

~~1;;trt:'lots or"-pub-lie- p-laoea, -inaonslat.@nt with -t,hA publict s J?ight in ~u9h 

- ' 

f'or :the pui~900~ or construct:tl1@ or opex•t,:d;:ine; .st:i:eet m:- o !:iher x>@51t1ays.11 

tubes; 02:- f<:n."' f'Prnishing; to tb.e City 01• i. ts 1.nhubitants or an;,r portion 

thereof'J> transpm?tci.tlon :f'aclli•ti{';;s_, water, lie;ht, heat, power., ga.s, 

t$lc1,h,;ne1 Or any other zt1ah utili•cry, c,r f'-rr1~ any oth{,r, purpose., shall 

bo req11irad to obta:tn a f1"'0.nchisa before proceodini,2; to make su.oh L'l.$0' 

of the s treGts or public places. or before Pl"'oceeding to place such 

fi:tturos il"l $1;,.1Ch pl$.COS,;1 



See"' 10{)03Q Term of franchise limited'°' No perpetual i'rancl:lise 

shs.11 i:rvex- J:>Et gra_ntt;td,.1 uor shaJ.l any franchise be granted _for a longer 

period than twenty-five 7ears¢ 

Sec,. 10()040 Powex:_ of reg,!!.1!,~ion Y,e.~~:r-ve~.!) · The Oity shall have 

. the right and. power to regulate and contvol the ex~rcise by any corpora?' 

tion~ eo ... partnet'sh1p1 or person, ot any i'rnnehise however a.~qui:red,I) and · 

1,11rhether such :franchise has been heretofore granted by it or by the State 

of Minnesota,!) or shall hereafter be g:t>anted by the City or .by the State 

of Minnesotao 

See,. l0oO5o ~esulati.on of' .rates and chars_~.. All corporationall 

co-partnerships, and persons exercising franchises in·the City ehs.11 

give eourteoU$.p eftioientp and adequate service at reasonable rates~ 

A reasonable rate shall be const:rued to be one which will, with eff'i~ 

eient management, normally yield~ above all operating expenses and de~ 

preci~tiotis a fair return upon all :money honestly and efficiently in.a> 

vested in the plant and '?quipment used b;sr, the oompan:r in the public 

sa;r,viee within t)::le CJ:ty,. Th1,$ shall not be _construed as a guarantee 

or a return and in no case shall there be any return upon franchisa 

-value.. Within these limita, the determination ot the maximum prioe or 

liate to be charged by any oompany for se.rvice rendered to the City or 

to an:i pet'son o~ pirsons within the caty shall be made$ if possible, by · 

<lir~ct nogotiations betw~en the company and the oouneil at public hear.,. 

ings. In case: ot .t'~i1ure to reach an agreement by thi~ method, th.6 

council shall, nat lE,ss than tb.;i.rty days before the expiration o:r any 

existing rate schedule or agrae.mentr appoint an expert e.s its representa ... 

~i11~;, the- company sha.ll ~ppoint a Pepre.aentative; and these two shtall by 

mutual agree-ment S$lect a third person, pveterably an e:ltpert in va.lua .... 

tion and .rate making, who shaJ.1 together constitute a board of ~:rbitra ... 

tion,. Thi.s board shall :report ite t'indings as soon a.a possible and tha 

rate which it shal.1 ag'ree upon by a majori.ty vote ~hall be the legal 

rate,. subject. to re"itision by any oourt o:r competent jurisd:i.otiono­

S.chedu.les or rave$ thus ti~ed $hall be as flexible as may be 0 ~he 

City and the company may, by mutual. agreement~ revise exist.ing sehedulss 

of rates at any· time, p:roeeeding in ea.eh case as provided for the 

original ~ates-. 



Cfo]!di tions in evel"y franchise,., All conditions 

- sp¢cil'ie"d in this -secrtion -shall:be a :part o-t every franchise even 

though they may not be ,expressly contained in the franchise: 

(a) That the grantee_shall be subject to and will pert'o:rm on its 

part all the terms of Sections 10001 to 100081 inclusive 9 a.a well as alJ.. 

other pertinent provisions of thischaJ:tter., 

(b) That the grs:ntel? shall in no case claim or pretend. to axer.,. 

oise any power to fix. fares, rates.11 and charges; but tha:t au.ch fa.rea,9 

rates, and charges shall at all times be just, fair and. reasonable for 

the services rendered and shall in e.11 cases be fixed and from time to 

time changed in the ma.nne:r> provided in Section 10005 of this charter~ 

• (c) That the council shall have the right to require reason= 

able extensions of any pub lie service syst.em from -time to time, and to 

make such rul.e$ and regulations as me.y be required to secure adequate 

and propex, service and to provide sufficient accommodations £01!' fuh.e 

public. 

( d) :mat. the gr~ntee shall not .issue any c~pital stock on : ;i,;;ra,,n 

account of· the f'ra.nchise .-q;v the value thereof.11 ,and that the grantee sha1l 

hav"' no right-tCl receive µpon condemnation proc$edings brought by the 

City to acquire the public util.ity e?Cercisin~ such franchise, any return 

on acc-ount of the frs.nehise or its values 

{e) That no sale or lease of' said franchise shall be effec;t1ve 

ttntil·:the assignee or J.ee.s~e shall have filed in the off'ice of the City 

Awninistrat:tve Assistant an instrument!? duly executed, !"eoiti.ng the 
. , 

facts of such sale or lease., acoepting. the terms o:f the franchise, e.nd 

. agreelng to :parform ali the conditions' r.eq_:uired o.t~ the grant~e'··ther~-und~r; 

The assignee or leasae: shall also tile a bond in such amount and with 

t:iuch conditions· as the council may require~ which bo.nd shall 'run to the. 

C.it-sr a.a obl:igeell with sureties $B.tisfactory to the councilj) and shall obliw 



gate the assignee or lea.see to discharge alJ. obligations and liabilities 

_c - -impo-sed bye said t11anch:tse a: 

(f)That every grant in said franchise contained of pe;rmission 

for the erection of poles, masts, or other fixtures in the streets and 

for the attachment- of wires thereto, or for the laying -of tracks in 51 or 

of pipes or conduits un.der the streets or public places, o!' for the 

placing in the streets or other public pla.ce-s of any permanent or semi~ 

permanent fixtures whatsoever» shall be subjecrt to the conditions that 

the council shall have the power to require s.uch alterations thereinp 

or relocation or re--x-out:tng thereof, as. the- council may at any time deem 

necessary for the_ safety, healthp or convenience of the public, and par ... 

ticula.rly tha.t_it shall have the power to require the removal of pol~s, 

masts, and other fixtures bearing wires and the placing under ground of 

all wires for whatsoever purpose usedo 

(g) EverJf:rianchise and every extension or renewal of such 

franchise, shall contain a provision for its acceptance in writing by 

th~ grantee within thirty_ days after _its passage by the council and be= 

·tor& its submission to a vote of the people in case of' a refarendum.o No 

such franchise shall. be binding upon the City until its acceptance by 

the grantee o Such acceptance shall be construed to be an acceptance of~ 

and.consent to, all the terms, conditions, and limitation contained _in 

the ordinance granting the franchise as well as of the provisions of 

.this charter e1 

(h)Every f'ranchise shall contain a provision granting the 

City the right to a,equire the same in accordance with statuteo 

·· 11v11enever' two hundred 1-egt:3J:- voters of the City~ petition the­

council to acqu.1.ra a franchise~ the council shall within thirty days 

ai'ter the presentation of: such petition, submit the sa.me to the voters 

of' the City,!' at an election for that purpose, provided that if any other 

mu-ni.ci.pa..1 e1ection is to occur within ninety days 1;1.f'ter the presentation 

of said petition, the council may in its discretion submit said matter 

at such election,. The violation by the holder of any franchise of any 

of' the express provisions. prescribed by this section shall be a; suff& ... 

ci.ent cause for the torfeiture o:r. the franchise by a resolution of the 

council. 

Sec. 10.07. FUrther p:r>ovisions of' franchises. The enumeration 

and specification ot pa:rticulEtr matters which must be included in every 

Ii .. 



to a.co,uire any such publ-ic u ti.1:t ty shall be consun:mmtod unless t;he City 

f·or pm,ying fo:i: 'tbe p1.,opcrty prol)osod to bo oc.qa:lrcd'" The ope:i."S. tion of 

all publtc U'tili ties owtled by the City shall be under the supervision 

ot 't-;he council,,· 

. fares end pricos sl'!e.ll be just and rof.'.scnable., In like manner ·the coun­

cil nmy pre$eribe t:h-c ti:ne and "l'l~m1er in which p&yr,1ents f'ol"' ~tll st.~eh 

co ... psrtne1,,.ohip, ci.., coi ... :ocrat:tcn., f'o1"' th(;j op0J:'•$ ticn of OJ'ly !J.til:tty oi-m1d 

by tho City, upo11 l;JUCh r0nt:?..ls and c.onditi:ons as 1 t may deem nooessaJ?y; 

bi;rc st1cb. contro.c t sl"'.rll bo embod:ted :'in ent:l let only by an 01,;d:h:annee 

a:pDroved hy un:.9.nim~us vote of thA council end subjnct ·co pnpular­

r~i~endL1ni~ :::luel1 oz•c.Une.nce sbo.1,1 nc t be an omex>£;;9ncy brdinanceo In no 



piibl:1c utl1:t ty owned 

. . 

b')foro ei1ter::tne; upon the du·c:tee cf his of':~'lcc, tt?~:0 nnd sub.::it·ribc an 

011th of' office :tn stihstuntially the f(lllowing f(:.n:ma u r do s.cle.nnly 

swes:r (or nffi:mn) to sU.t>:i;,ort the ctmstitution of' tho Unf1,,ed Strrtos e,.nd 

Seco 12o◊J., City of F.'ieors not to 

Except .as qthert,,liso pe:.tlmi 'i:.ted bS" low.11 110 

lzed t-o tal!e 'pfil"'G in ony manner in any cont:rc1c t with tb:e City shall 

vol1.mtarily have a p,".J1 .... sonal :~f':lnancial interest ln such contract o:r 

peroo:n~lly bone:t'i t r:t:nancisill;r tb.el"Eil.':rom!l 

BJ¼Co .. lg0::04q .Q!{tc,,~s.1 boru'l~h The C:tty }~ctministx·ative Assistant, 

and s tmh other, of fie e:r."s o:ti ernployoes o:: the City an may be pro v;tded fov 

by ordinn11ce->: sh¾S!ll es,ch bl'.:'fox•e entering upon the duties of h:i.s • respec ... 

t:t ve o:l:".fice <J!' ernploym.e-11 t; s:t vo r:: corpo1"'r:t0 sui~oty bond to tb.e City iµ. 

with the. City Adminictr&,tive AssistantOl Tl-'.1.e pl"Ovisions of' the la:ws of 

the stid::e rele. ting 'to official bonds ncd; :tnconsis tent with this cherter 

sh.e,11 he ccrn1plied wi "the :l111e p1"'e>11h1::ns on rn1ch bonds sha.11 bo p~:i.d by 

"l:;h.e City,. 



"'7 4 .r.-....- ~---=-· a;;:,,,_.._..,_.-,.,,--...,.._... ____ .,...,... _______ .,.. ... .,._ ...... _____ ........... . 

Sec(f 120050 ~ales· of real ;ero22~t..z-0 No real property of: the 

City shal:l be disposed of ex.captc by ot>dina:n.0(:)9 The proceeds of any sale 

o:f such property shall be used as far as poasibJ.e to retire any out;,.. 

standing indebtedness incurred by the City i.n the purchase,9 construe!=# -

tion, or improvement o~ this or other property used for the same pub= 
-

lie puz>poseo If there ts no su_ch outsta.tid.ing indebtedness,9 the· ooun"" 

ei1 may by ordinance or resolution designate some other public use 

.for the _ proceeds-0 _ 

Seoo 12o06~ Vacation o:f' street.so-- Th,e council ma.y by resolu ... 

tion approved by unanimous vote, vacate any street or alley or part 

thereof within the Oityo- Such vacation may be ma.de only after pub ... -

lished or posted notice and an opportunity has been given to affected 

propertr owners and the public to be heard, and upon sucb. further 

tel'ms and by such p:rocedure as the council by ordinance may prescribeo 

A notioa •. of completion of -such proceedings shall be filed with the 

proper county officers in accordance with law() 

Sec. 12 .. 07<) C:tt;x: to succeed to rights and oblig~tions q±: 
former Cit;to . The Cit]" shall succeed to all the property,. rlghts.11 and 

privileges, and sha.11 be subject to all the legal obligations of the 

City under the - f'ormer charter-<> 

Sec. 12 •. os,. Effective date of' this charter and terms of 

_ I?Pesent officers. This charter shall take effect at the end o.f 

30 days from the date ot the elect'ion thereono The i'irst election 

under this charter shall be held on November 4, 1958, and the: terms 

ot the present mayor and aldermen are hereby extended or shortened, 

as; the ca~re -nury- be, and shall. expire -in January, l.959t when the newly. __ 

elected members of the council shall. asstune .their duties 0 The terms 

of ttll other City officers shall end on the effective date 01" this 

cha.rtero 

Se~. 12 •. 09.. Statutes not affected by: charter,. All general 

laws and statutes of' the State applicable to a11 cities ope~a.ting under 

home. rule charters, or 11pplicable to cities of the srune class as the 

City of Luverne op~ra.ting-under home rule charters, and not inconsistent 

with the provisions of th.is charter$ shall apply tot he City of 

Luverne, and shall be construed as supplementary to the provisions 

o!.' this charter. 



.. J , 

Seco 12ol0o Existin15. ol:"dine.nces continuec!o All ordinances 

land regulations of the City in force when this cha.rtel.l takes effects, 

andnot inconsistent with the provisions thereof, are her_eby continued 

in full !'o;r:>ce E1nd .effect until amended or ropealedQ 

I 

I 



,. 
See 0 l2ollq Pending condemnations and assessmenE!.o Any con ... 

d~mnation o::r f4,ssess:rneri.t pr~ceeding _ in progress when this charter takes 

effect shall be continued and completed under the law.s under which such 

.- proceedings were begun;,· All assassl:llents made by the City prior ta the 

time- when this oha.rter take~ -af:f'ect shall be collected and the_ lien 

thereof enforced in the same manner as if this che.t>ter had not been 

adoptedo 

Seca · 12<>120 Ordinances: to make charter effective* The council 

aha11 by ordinance make such regulations as may be nec.easary to eat-ry 

out and make effective the provisions of this chartero 

Seco- 12ol3e aurtailmentof tort l.iability of' Oit;t(! The City 

of Luverne shall be absolutely exempt from lis.bi1ity to any person or 

firm f.'o't' damage$-or injuries suffered or .sustained bJreason of de.fee~ 

t1.va streetap sidewalks, storm aewers or sanita:ry sewers within said 

City unless aetu.al notice in writing of' such defects in ea.id ~treets, 

s:td~wal.ks, o:t> se,vers shall have been filed with the City AdministrD.tive 

.A.~1;1:J_stantat 1east 10 days before the oocut>rence or such injury or dam ... 
- ·' - -- --- - _, . -- ::- -·~ - -- - - " __ ,_ "- , _. . - . 

age on account of such defects, and in e.11 cases suohnotiee shall da ... 

e:cribe with partioula.~S.ty the p1ace and nature of' the de:f'ects o!' which 

complaint is ma(leo 



WEr. THE UNDERSIGNED~ BEING A ].4'.AJORITY OF THE BOARD OF FREE­

HOLDERS (CHARTER COMiliISSION) FOR THE OITY OF LUVERNEs, HAVING BEEN 

DULY APPOINTEDSI QUALIFIED AND ACTING IN SUCH CAPACITY, AND KNOW"" 

ING THE CONTENTS OF THE FOREGOING PROPOSED CHARTER FOR THE CITY 

OF LUVERNE~ MINNESOTA~ HEREBY AFFIX OUR SIGNATURES IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH. MINNESOTA LAW AND CERTIFY THAT mm SAi.Vl.E IS A TRUE~ CORRECT 

AND COMPLETE DRAFT OF SAID CHARTER AS DULY PASSED BY THIS COMMISSIONo 


