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AHTICLE 1. 

L.11CORPORATION, l1AHDS, FOR.: OF GOVERN.IBNT, PO\,ERS. 

1. 01 lll£QJ:QQrg_tj_Q~l The inhabitants of the City of F'ergus 
Palls, Otter . Tail County, ~linnesota, within the corporate limits 
as now established, or as hereafter established in the manner pro
vided by law, shall continue to be a municipal body politic and cor
po:rate in perpetuity, under the namE; of "City of Fergus J:t1 alls 11 • 

1.02 Egfg§l The City shall be divided into four (4) wards and 
existing wards shall continue until such tiille as they may be changed 
as herein provided. The Council shall so divide, consolidate c-nd 
rearrange the wards fro1:1 time to ti::ie that th€l number of voters in 
each shall be substantially equal. All changes shall be made by 
ordinance adopted at least ninety (90) days before the next ensuing 
election and sixty (60) days posted notice thereof shall be given 
before the change shall take effect. 

1.03 E2rfil_Q£_Qgyg£nm§nt1 The municipal government provided by 
this charter shall be knov:n as the Council-.. foyor government. Pur
suant to its provisions and subject only to the liwitations imposed 
by the Constitution or statutes of the State of Hinnesota and by 
this charter, all povrnrs of the City shall be vested in a i:fayor and 
elective Council, hereinafter referred to as "the Council", which 
shall enact local lebislation, adopt bud6ets and determine policies, 
all subject to the initiative, referendum and recall powers of the 
people as hereinafter provided. All po¼ers of the City shall be ex
ercised in the manner prescribed by this charter, or if the manner 
be not prescribed herein, then in such manner as may be prescribed 
by ordinance. 

1. 04 1:2Y1~JZ.§_Q;[.j~gg_.QitYI The City shall have perpetual suc
cession and t;he ri 6 ht to ac4uire by purch1:se, condemnation, gift or 
devise, and manage, hold, sell, lease, mortgage or convey any and all 
property or interests in property, real, personal or mixed, within, 
or ~ithout its bom1daries as its purposes may require and the power 
ta contract ½ith any municipal or private corporation, individual or 
wlth t,he nation~l or stete government, including contre.cts for joint 
buildings, services, utilities anc1 enterprises. The City shall have 
all powers, functions, ri6hts, privileges and im.mv.nities possessed 
by the City prior to the adoption of this charter, possessed by a 
municipal corporation at co:.1.non law or given or grs.nted by the Con
stitution or la'trn of the E:tate of ~·11nnesot.s to municipal corporations 
generally or to cities of the third clc.ss or to &ny special class 
which includes the· City of' Fer1::,us Fa.lls or v1hich are granted herein 
but subject to the restrictions contained in this charter. 

1. O 5 Q.Qns tr!d£1i.QfLQf_1hg_.Qhg.r;ts1r1 The provisions of this 
charter shall be construed liberslly in favor of the City to the 
end that it may lw.ve all powers, necessary or convenient for the 
protection or Lnprove;;1ent of' the p1.1blic ,r-,9lf are or for· the" efficient 
conduct of its municipe.l affairs, which ma~r be granted to any 
municipal corporation under the law£ of the State, without 



the necessity of asking the legislature for special grants of 
power, as contemplated by the municipal home rule provisions of 
the Constitu·bion and laws of the Sta·be of ii!innesota. The specific 
mention of particular municipal povvers in other sections of this 
charter shall not be construed as limiting the powers of the City 
to those thus mentioned. In addition to -the powers specifically 
mentioned or necessarily implied, it is intended that the City shall 

have and may exercise all powers which it would have if they were 
specifically mentioned. Unless expressly granted to some other 
office or body, all powers shall inure to the City Councili 
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ARTICLE 2. 

THE IMYOR AND comrnIL 
2.01 Councilmen: Number: Selection: Term: The Council 

shall be composed-of-eight-nn-couricIImen;-twor:Ij of whom shall be 
selected from each ~ard for a term of two (2) years each 1 except 
as hereinafter provided. At the first City election helct following 
the adoption of this charter, four (4) Councilmen, one (1) from 
each ward shall be elected for a term beginning on the second 
Tuesday of April immediately following such election and ending on 
the last day inclusive of the second December thereafter. 

At the second City election following the adoption of this 
charter four (4) Councilmen, one from each ward, shall be elected 
for a term beginning 011 the second Tuesday of April imnediately 
follmdng such election and ending on the last day inclusive of the 
second December thereafter. At each and every City election there
a.fter, four (4) Cou11cilmen, one (1) from each ward shall be 
elected for two (2) year termso Each alderman shail serve until 
his successor is elected and qualified. 

2.02 .Qqalifications: A member of the Com1cil shall be a 
g_ualified elect;or of the ward which he represents and shall hold no 
othel." public office inco;:ipatible with the office of Councilman. 

2. 03 .QQOOQ;!J:._.tQ~.J2.§_Jgggg_gi,_.QgQli£i£.s:tiQ!!.§._Qf_+J~m12&!:it! The 
Council she.11 be the jud..;e of' the election and qualifications of its 
:members and i'or such purposes shall have power to subpoena witnesses 
and require the production of records, but the decision of the Coun
cil in any such case shall be subject to .l'eview by the Courts. 

2.04 E!~2iginz_Qf£!£§!l __ ~slQil A Mayor shall be elected at 
large and shall serve for a term oi two (2) years and until his 
successor is elected and qualified, except that the :foyor elected 
at the first City election after the a6option of this charter 
shall be elected for a term be 0 inning on the second TuesdBY of' 
April i.JTunediately following such election and ending on the last 
day inclusive of the second Dece.mber thereafter and until his 
successor is elected and qualified. The Mayor sliall be the pre
siding office·r. of the Council except that a President Protempore 
shall be chosen by the Councii frori their number, who shall serve 
as presiding officer in the lfayor• s absence1 £tnd as Acting IIayor 
of the City in case of the ~ayor's disabili~y or absence from the 
City. The Mayor shall not have a vote on the Council, except in 
case of a tie ·when he may cast the decidin.:; vote. The President 
Protempore, while serving as. Acting ~fayor, shall not lose his vote 
on the Council b'ut may not cast a second vote as Mayor in the 
event of a tie. The ifayor shall be a duly qualified elector of' 
the City, 

The Mayor shall be reco~nized as the officiel head of the 
City for all ceremonial purposes, and by the Governor for military 
purposes. He shall study the operations of the City Government 
and shall report to the Council any neglect, dereliction of dutyi 
or waste on the p&rt of any officer or departr11ent of the City anct 
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make recommendation as to action that should be taken to correct 
saw.e .. He shall be the chief executive officer of the City and head 
of' the Police Department and shall exercise all powers and perform 
such other duties as may be imposed upon the j:1ayor by this_ che.rt·er, 
the ordinances of the City, and the laws of the State of :.rinnesota 
and the United States of iilllerica. 

2.05 §2lsrig§_Ql_gsYQ!_~gg_h!ggrmgn1 The Nayor shall receive 
for his services a salary of' Four Hundred Dollars ($400.00) per -
year, payable quarterly in the sum of One Hundred Doll~rs (100.00) 
at the end of each quarter. 

Each Alderman shall receive for his services a salary of Two 
Hundred Dollars (~200.00) per year, payable quarterly in the sum of 
Fifty Dollars (~50.00) at the end of each quarter. 

2.06 Boards and Personnel: ----------------~----
A. 

B. 

T1.1ere shall be a Board of Equalization, Board of Tax Levy, 
Park Board, Library Board and Board of Health, and the 
Council may by ordinance c:-ceat e such other boards for 
the adi"i1inistration of' the City's affairs as may seem 
necessary 1 and may combine a.nd alte1~ the powers, duties 
and or6Qnization of the same. The desibnated boards 
shall not be abolished but their duties shall be pre
scribed by ordinance. 

Subordinate Officers:· 

After each annual election the Council shall appoint a 
City Clerk and a City Treasurer· who may be the sa.me per
son, a City En6ineer, a City Attorney, a City Poor Com
missioner and a City Assessor for a term of one_year ex
cept that the first term appointment of said officers 
after the adoption of this charter shall be from the 
second Tuesday of April follo~ing the adoption of said 
charter to the last day inclusive of the first December 
f ollov,ing,. 

The Council may by ordinance create, change and abolish 
offices, other than the offices established by this 
charter. 

Tr;o or more offices may be headed by the same person. 
The City Clerk shall be ex officio secretary of Public 
Utilities Co.mnission and shall have such duties in con
nection with .keeping of the public records, the custody 
and disburse~aents of public funds and the general adi'..1in ... 
istration of the City's affairs BS shall be ordained by 
the Council. He shr.11 act as secretary of the Council. 
He shall perform such other duties as the Council may 
ordain. 

No person shall be eligible to the office of the City At
torney who has not been admitted to practice before the 
Supreme Court of the State of iilinnesota for at least 
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two (2) years prior to his appointment, provided that 
the Cow1cil shall have the right and power to employ 
counsel for special matters or actions of law ih which 
the City is interested without re:;ard to the qualii'ica~ 
tions of such special counsel. The City Attorney shall 
perform the .duties ordained by the Council. 

The City Engineer shall be a registered civil engineer 
in the State of l.a:innesota. He shell perform the duties 
prescribed by ordinance and may hold such other offices 
an.d positions as the Council shall ordain. 

2. 07 Y.a.fH:!U.QX_in_Qf ;Li£.§ __ Qf_fil§;lQ,t_gng_QQY.:!l£:1:ll A vacancy in 
the office of Mayor or Council shall be deemed to exist in the case 
of' the failure of any person elected thereto to qualify on or be
f' ore the date oi' the second regule.r meeting of the new Council 
after each election, or by reason of the death, resignation, re
moval froili off ice, absence without leave from three ( 3) consecu
tive regular meetin~s of the Council, or conviction of a felony of 
any such person whether before or after his election or appoint
ment, or by reason of the failure of a.ny i.fayor or Councilman with
out good cause to perform any of the other duties of his respective 
office for a period of three (3) months. hhen any vacancy shall 
exist, or any m:ember of the Council shall cease to possess any of 
the C:tUalifications for office i.r.iposed by law, the Council shall by 
resolution, declare such vacancy to exist. The Council shall fill 
the vacancy for the u..rieJ-;pired term by appointment. 

In the e,ent of ~ vacancy in the offic_e of the Mayor, the 
President Pro Te,11.pore of the Council shall become the llayor for the 
unexpired term, provided, however, that in the event of a recall, 
the vacancy shall be filled in the manner provided by this charter. 

2.08 Ingg£ti2n_2i_Ue~2r_sug_QQlli1£11_1ni2_Q££i£g1 __ ligg11ng[ 
Q;K:_.QQ@£f1l The first raeeti:i:lg of each newly elected Council and 
l1Iayor shall be held on the first business day of January of each 
year, following the election, after which the Council shall meet 
re 0 ularly at least twice each month at such ti.:--1e a:s the Council 
shall prescribe by rule. The Ifayor or any three (3) members of 
the Council may call special meetings upon three (3) hours written 
notice to each me~1ber of the Council, such notice to be personally 
delivered to each member or left with some responsible person at 
the me.i1ber' s usual place of residence, All meetin;;s of the Council 
shall be open to the publ.ic. 

2.09 BYl§li_Qf_frQ£QQY!§l __ JQY!llg1l The Council shall deter
.1nine its own rules and order of business. A majority of all mem
bers of the Cow1cil shall constitute a quorum to do business, but 
a less number may adjourn from time to tir1e, The journal of its 
proceedings, kept by the City Clerk, shall be open to public in
spection. 

2.10 Qr~!nsUQ~g~-~ggQlg1iQU§~-~Q1!Qngl Except as in this 
charter otherwise provided, all lebislation shall be by ordinance, 
The payment of cny liability on the part oI' the City, .the making 

- 5 ... 



of public iri1.prove111ents &nd such other rnattets as the Council shall 
deter.-nine b~ ordinance, may be acconplished by resollltion except 
as hereinafter provided. JJvery f in£,l vote on ordinances or resolu• 
tions shall be by roll call vote rind the vote of each member shall 
be recorded in the journal. The affirmative vote of at least five 
( 5) members shall be required for the passage of ordinances and 
resolutions. All other business of the Council may be by motion 
and a majority of those present, if a quorum be present, shall be 
sufficient to carry the motion. · 

~ 2.11 fr22gggrg_£2r_fgg§ggg_Qf_Qrg!nggQ§gl The enacting clause 
or all ordinances passed by the Council shall be in the words, "The 
City of 1''er6 us li'alls does Ordain11 • Every ordinance shall be pre
sented in wri ti.ng in the form in which it ~Jill be finally passed, 
unless amended. Every ordinan.ce, other than er:i.ergency ordinances, 
shall have tvm public readings in full, end at least tvJO 11·1eeks shall 
elapse between such readings thereof. ~very ordinance shall remain 
on file in the office of the City Clerk from the tine it is intro• 
duced u.ntil the final vote thereon is taken. The final vote on each 
ordinance, other than an emergency ordinance, may be ta1rnn at the 
meeting at v,hich the second reading is ha.cl or any subsequent meeting; 
any proposed ordinance may be amended prior to the final vote 
thereon by the same vote as that required to pass the ordinance. 

2.12 Em~rg~n£y_Qr1insll£§el An emergency ordinance is an or
dinance for the imuedic.te preservation of the public peace, health 
or safety, in v~-hich the e~nergency is dei' ined or declared in the 
preamble thereto, voted upon and approved by at least seven (7) 
me;nbers of the Council by roll call vote. An e, .erg ency ordinance 
must be iu writing but may b.e enacted upon its first reading, and 
it shall becozne effective i1niuediately upon approval by the. Mayor, 
or its passai:;e over his veto, and its publication as hereinafter 
provided, !'lo grant of any franchise shall be construed to be an 
emergency ordinance~ 

2.13 §1gn1ng_fil)g_fgQl1£giiQD_Qf_Qrginsn£§£l Every ordinance 
passed by the Council shall be presented to the 1Iayor by the City 
Clerk within two (2) days aftar passage by the Council. If' the 
~ayer approves it, he shall si 6 n the measure~ If he disapproves 
it, he shall return it to the Council with his objections thereto 
in writing, by depositing the:11 VJi th the City Clerk v;ho shall pre
sent them to the Council at its next meeting; if the Council shall 
re-enact the ordinance over the veto of the 1":Iayor by a vote of not 
less than six ( 6) of its member's in favor thereof, it shall have 
the same effect as if approved by the ifayor; and if the ordinance 
shall not be retur·nect by the Ifayor ,;,ith his approval or veto 
thereon, on or before the fifth clay (Sunday excepted) after it 
shall have been presented to him, it sb.a.11 helve the same force and 
effect as if approved by him. ::Every ordinance passed by the 
Council shclll be filed vii th the City Clerk and by hi;::1 recorded and 
preserved. \,i thin ten (10) days G.iter final passage and approval 
by the iJ.Iayor, or re-passage by the Cou11.cil over the t1ayor I s veto, 
each ordinance shall be publj_shed once in the official newspaper 
of the City. Unless otherviise specifically provided in the stat·-
utes of the State, tne provisions of thi~ charter, or the ordL 
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nanoes of the City, resolutions adopted by the Council for any 
purpose shall not be published unless the Council shall so direct 
by provision contained in the resolution, 

2 .14 ~h£.m_Qr£imin£.§§_.'.J:'.sK\L~ff,g.9,t i Exe e pt ing emor g ency 
ordinances, every ordinance, unless it shall specify a lat~~r 
date, shall become effective at the expiration of twenty (20) 
days following its final approval and publication, or if the 
ordinance be submitted at a referendum election~ then upon 
favorable vote of a majority of those voting theroon. 

2.15 AffigUgfilQU~-~ng_fl~Q.§~1_££_QiginEn£g§_ggg_Ilg§Q1Y!iQ..Qe: 
m1y ordinance or resolution may be repealed by reference to its 
title alone. 

Any section or sections of' any ordinance or resolution to be 
amended or repealed, together with the amended form thereof in 
case of amendmentj shall bG written in full as amended or repealed. 
Upon passage of any amendment~ only the amending ordinance or res
olution containing such amendment or repeal ehall be published. 

2.16 Qgg;1fi£sAJJ.1Q!LQf_QJ2[1J.n.sB.Q.~§.: The City Council may 
revise, codify and print in boolt1 _µamphlet or newspaper form 

any general or special laws, ordinances, resolutions and ;_i:;,uJ.es 
in force in the City. Such codL'ication shall be a sufficient 
publication of any ordinances.included in it and not previously 
published in a newspaper if a substantial quantity of the codi
fication is printed for geno:ral distribution to the public. A 
notice that copies of the codif'icat:Lon are available at the office 
of the City Clerk shall be published ·in the official newspaper for 
at least two (2) successive weeks. · 

2.17 lm!£.Q~n,g~g]_.W.J.!1:!Jgl_~ggi_i: Prior to the end, of each 
fiscal year, the Council shall designate public accoun-cants or 
the public examiner, who, at the EJnd of the fiscal year, shall 
make an independent audit of accounts and other evidences of 
financial transactions of the City government and shall submit 
their report to the Council. Such accountants shall have no 
personal interest, direct or indirect, in thG fiscal affairs of 
the City government or any of its offices, other than as a tax
payer. They shall not maintain any accounts or records of the 
City business but 7 within specifications approved by the Council, 
shall post-at1dit the books and accounts kept by the City govern
ment and any subordinate accou1.7.ts kept by any other office, de
partment or agency of the City government. 



ARTICLE 3 

PUBLIC UTILITIES 

3.01 EQ~~t_Qf_Qi]Il The City shall have the power to con
struct, own a.nd operate 1Nater, electric light and power, gas systems 
and systeJ1s for distribution of' any other source of energy, 
sanitary sev,er system, garbage and waste collection, disposal sys
tem, municipal airport, and any other public utility which may be 
authorized pursuant to ordinance duly adopted by the Council and 
it may furnish water, light and power, and gas, or any other source 
of' energy for all municipal purposes, and may supply the same to 
the inhabitants of the City and to such other persons as it may 
deem e:i-.pedien.t. 

3. 02 E11.!2l;i£_1J.til1.ti.g§._j;:2g.12g:C;t.!ll~U:t.! The public water worksi 
electric light &nd power system, gas system and any system supp y
ing any other form of' ene1,gy shall co1.1stitute one department in the 
City known as the 11 Public Utilities Department". The control, 
mana6elnent and operation of all such public utilities shall be 
committed to a board known as the Public Utilities Commission". 
The City Council may· by ordin&nc0 nake the sanitary sev;er system, 
barba6e and waste collection, disposal system, municipal airport, 
or any other public utility from r1hich a revenue is 01~ may be 
derived, a part of' the Public Utilities Depart,:1ent, or it may in the 
same manner com::1it the supervision of c:.ny such sanitary sewer system, 
g;arl:)a6e and wast~ collection, disposal system, municipal airport, 
and an.y other public utility in· i.r:hole or in part to the Public 
Utilities Department. 

3 • 0 3 fggJ..ifLll:tt)Jzt.i.gg-Q9.m~if3.§.iQnJ. ___ Y.sl£sl1ft'll-~.B:l2!22in1mgn:t_1_ 
The members of the \;,ater end Li;.;ht Co . .1mission now holdint; office 
under the present City CharteJ." sh2ll constitute the Public Utili
ties Comr..11ission under this char•ter until their successors are ap
pointed and g_ualified. The Cor.@ission shc-.11 consist of three (3) 
members, all of 1Nho:..·.1 shall be reside:..1ts end citizens of the City 
for five (5) years prior to the ticle of their appointment. One (1) 
rnember shall be a.ppointed ea.ch yes.::.' by the Council at the time and 
in the manner that other officers are appointed, provided, however, 
that no such appointGen-1; shall be made by the Council except by a 
vote of not less than six or its 21.embers. Each appointment shall 
be for three ( 3) years except the first three commissioners appointed 
after the adoption of this charter shall each serve a term from the 
second Tuesday of April to the· last day inclusive of the third De
cember follot~in 6 each_ appointr:1e11t. Said Cornnissioners so appointed 
shall, before entering upon their duties, qualify and take their 
oath of office. Comm.issicners holdin6 office when this charter is 
auopted shall continue in oflice until their respective terms expire. 
T11e me,Jbers of said Comsis sion shall receive no salary. A=!-l Com
missioners shall serve until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. 

A vacancy en this Com::i.ission shall be deemed to exist in the 
case of fEilure of any person appointed thereto to qualify within 
tv,o (2) v1eeks after such appointment, by reason of death, resigna
tion, removal i'rom office~ absence v1i thout leave from three con-
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secutive re6ular 111t:ie-tings of the Commission~ a conviction of a 
felony of any such person whether before or after his appointment~ 
or by reason of the failure of any member without good cause to 
perform any of the other duties of' his office for a period of 
three (.3) months, hhen any vacancy shall exist, or any member 

of the Commission shall cease to possess any of the qualifications 
for office imposed by law, the Council shall, by resolution, de
clare such vacancy to exist. The Council shall fill the vacancy 
for ·the unexpired term by appointment. 

3.04 Q.rKs!l!Zt.s:ti2l1.!.-.EQ!.§J:.e.: Said Commission shall organize 
by electing one (1) of its members president, and the Secretary 
shall be clerk and bookkeeper and collector of the Public Utili
ties .commj_ssion. Said Commission may employ a superintendent1 an 
engineer, and such necessary help as will enable it to proper y 
perform its duties under this charter and may discharge such em-
ployees at will, Said Comr:1ission sha.11 prescribe the duties of 
all such employees and shall fix their compensation. The atty 
Attorney shall act as attorney for the Commission~ but in the 
event of conflict between ·jjhe Com..:1ission and the City Council j the 
Commission may by w1animous vote of the ColiliJlissioners employ spec
ial counsel to represent it, and pay reasonahle counsel f'ees as 
a part of the operating expense of the Public Utilities Department. 

3. 0 5 fQyYQ1:§_Qf.J2QID!.tl;l&Q1Q!P Except as otherwise provided in 
this charter the Cormn:Lssion shall have control and power over the 
water? 11.ght~ power and gas system~ and the distribution of any 
other source of energy that may be ovmeq or operated by· the City 
at the time said Co!lli.dission is created or which may thereafter 
be acquired? owned and operated by the C.ity and shall have such 
other power and control over so.nj_tary sowag0 system, garbage and 
waste collection, disposal e-ystern., municipal airport and any other 
public utility as may be ordained to it by the City Council, 

The Commission shall have the supervision of all buildings, 
structure.s, machinery 1 appo.ratusi equlpment, naterials, and sup
plies, and all other property be onging to or pertinent to the 
Public Utill ties Depa.rtti1e:1t or w-rder its control 9 and e;xccpt as 
hereinafter provided? shall have ful1 and exclusive control and 
power over all moneys, bonds, certificates of indebtedness, war
rants, and other securities in any fund of the departrient, provided, 
however that the money of said department shall be held as a part 
of the funds of the City arid shall be paid out in such manner as 

the City Council may direct. 

The Commission 0.nd its employees may enter upon any premises 
for the purpose of exam.ining the sai:1e and making surveys and it 

may prosecute any action in the name of tlie City against any per
son for the use of water, light~ power, gas, or any other public 
utility, or for injury to any of its property or works entrusted 
to its care, ~ithout limiting the generality of the foregoing? 
the Commission shall have tlle power: 

A. To provide for ret;ular meetings of the Comrnission 9 keep 
proper minutes thereof, and prescribe their own rules 
and procE:dure. 



B. To operate each and all of said utilities and to do all 
things necessary for the successful, economical manage
ment, control and operation thereof, 

c. To keep the same in repair, and malre necessa:ry replace
ments, extensions, improvements, changes, additions 
there-i:::;o. The Commission shall have no power to make 
any 1~eplacements ~ extensions, improvements, changes, 
or atldiliions which r0quire tho issuance of bonds by the 
City to pay for the same in whole or 111. part, or which 
are to be pa.id for in whole or in part by special assess
ments upon the property benefited thereby, or which 
require the expenditure of more than F'i ve Thous and Dollars 
($5000.00), but in such cases the Commission shall recom
mend to the City Council in writing the making of such 
replacements~ extensions, improvements, changes or 
additions, whereupon the City Council may in its discre .. 
tion, proceed to ma.ke the same or to order the Commission 
to make the same and to issue bonds or levy assessments 
upon benefited property as the case may be, and to pay 
for the same in whole or in part, Upon completion of 
such replacements, extensions, improvements, changes, 
or additions, the Com;nission shall have control and 
management thereof as pl'ovided herein with reference 
to any other such property. 

D. To buy fuel, supplies, equipment, and other materials in 
su.ch manner as may be.directed or authorized by the Coun
cil by ordinance or resolution. 

E. In conformity with all ordinances and resolu:t;ions, to 
put into effect the ratea and charges to be made for 
services furnished by such utilities and to collect the 
same and all other earnings and revenues of said utilities. 

F. To prescribe the time a.ncl manner for which payment for 
all services shall be made, and to provide for the dis
cont;inuance and termination of such service in case of 
such non-payment~ and in its discre·tion to require pay
ment in adva.rice fo:r any and all of such service. The 
owner of any property wi.1ich has upon it any pipes con
nected with the City's water works and gas system or 
wires and fixtures connected uith the City's light and 
powe11 system to convey light and power thereto, or 
wl1.ich property is in any 1.w.y connected with any source 
of energy s tip plied by the City, shall 2 as well as the 
lessee or occupant of such premises? if' any, be liable 
to the City for the rents or rates for all of such serv
ice used upon such premises, and such charges shall con
stitute a lien upon such proper~y anu may be recovered 
i.n an action against sucn owne:r., lessee ol' occupant, or 
against any of them, as may be direct0d or prescribed 
by such Cornn:Lssion, Nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to limit t.i10 right oi' the Council to adopt 
ordlnances providing for the certification of any such 
unpaid charges to tl1e County Auditor for collection in 
the sa:ruo manner as taxes on real estate. 



G. To make and enforce reasonable rules and regUlations 
pertaining to such service and the distribution and use 
thereof, and the operation of said utilities and to pre
scribe penalties for violation thereof. 
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ARTICLE 4. 

TAXATION: FIN/~TCE: BUDGET 

4.01 Council to Control Finances; Except as otherwise pro
vided in this ... cF.iarter;-tEe-CouncI~C·shaJ.l have full authority over 
the financial affairs of the City and any department thereof. 

4.02 E1§£g1_X§.~I= The fiscal year of the City shall begin 
on the first day of January and shall end on the last day of Dec
ember in each calendar year. 

4,03 E!~E~I~~JQn_gng_~y~mi2§!Qll_Q£_~ygg~i: At the first 
regular meeting of the Council in September of each year, the 
Board of Tax Levy~ composed of the Hayor, City Cl el'k and a member 
of the CounciJ. appointed by the Council? shall submit to the Coun
cil an annual budget for the next ensuing fiscal year. The budget 
shall provide a complete financial plan for the fiscal year, show
ing all proposed expenditures and detailed estimates of all anti
cipated revenues applicable to proposed budget, together with an 
estimate of all capital projects pending or which should be under
taken within the budget year, and o.ny other information the Council 
may require or that the Levy Doard may deem desirable. In parallel 
columns shall be shown the amounts, if' any granted and expended 
under similar headings for the pat:t ·l;wo (2) complete fiscal years 
and, for the current year including estimates for the uncompleted 
portion thereof. The Council may permit the elimination of' expend
itures of Debt Service l1'unds &nd Local Ir1proveme11t li'unds from the 
budget estimate. The budget shall be accompanied by a. budget 
message which shall be explane:Lory of the budget, shall contain 
an outline of the proposed fj.nancial policies for tho City for 
the budget ye&r? and shall exploiu any salient changes in cost and 
revenue and financial policy. Tl1e budget, budget raessage and all 
supporting schedules or exhibits shall be a public record open 
to public inspection. 

Included in each annual budget ma;? be an amount set aside for 
"operating reserves for emergencies 11 j not to exceed ten per cent 
(10%) of the amow1t levied for the General iPtmd. 1'he Council, by 
resolution declaring and defining the emergency, may in the event 
of necessity transfer such sums as may be necessary frora said 

operating :reserve to any f'.und of the City. Tbe sum to be transfer
red shall be specified in each case in the resolution and the name 
of the fund or bud5et i•l;em to v,htch tiaid sm,1 is transferred shall 
also be stated in said resolution, 

4, 04 NQ.:t1£H~Ql.--1:Y£1i£_li£.il.f.d:llflL.QJ:L£.lJ9:E.Ql: At the meeting 
of the Council at v1hich the budGt::t and budget messuge are submitted, 
the Council shall detarmine 1 by resolution, the time and place at 
which the p:roposed budget vnll be considered at a public hearing 
and shall cause notice of such time nnJ place to be published once 
in the official newspaper oi' tho City, wM.cJ:l publication shall be 
made not less than ten (10) days prior to the date set for the 
hearing, At the time and JJlace ::;o noticed, or at any time and 
place to which such hearing shall be adjourned, the Council shall 
hear all interested persons, for or against the proposed budget 
on any i tom thereof. Dur inc such public hl:arings, the Council 
may insert new it;oms, or ma; inc1•f.)ase or decrease items of the 
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budget. 

4. 0 5 f,!.ggl_hf!.2121J:.Q!LQ;(_!;1ggg.5!1: The budget shall be finally 
adopted by the Council not later than the first week in October 
by resolution, approved by a majority of the whole Council. 

4.06 m££§£112§-~E1Q_Qf_~~ggQ1l __ Qgr1il!£a1iQUl __ QQQ!g~: 
Upon final adoption, the budget shall be in effect for the ensuing 
fiscal year, A copy of the budget as finally adopted, shall be 

certified by the City Clerk and filed in his office. Copies of 
the budget as so certified shall be reproduced and made avail

able for the use of all departments and offices of the City 
gove1·nme11t. From the effective date of the budge·b, which shall 
be January first of ensuing year, the several amounts stated 
therein as proposed expenditures shall be and become appropriated 
to the sevurul objects and purposes the:rei11 nai.i1ed. After the bud~ 

get shall have been duly adopted 1 the Council sha.11 not have power 
to increase the amount therein fixed, whether by the insertion of 
new items or otherwise, beyond the estim~ited revenues, unless the 
actual receipts shall exceed such estimates, and in that event not 

beyond such actual receipts. 1'he Council may at any time, by a 
resolution passed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the entir~ Council, 
reduce the sums appropriated for any purpose, or authorize the 

t1~ansf0r of sums from unexpended balances to other purposes. 

4. 07 J2ggg,gt_~f? . .:t.rfl2li2h§£Lig~_1£Yl: From the off ecti ve date 
of the budge·t the amount st1:.1 ted thorein to be raised by property 
tax shall constitute a clete1•mj_nat1on of the levy for the purposes 
of the City in tho correspo.11ding t4:x year. Tho City Clerk shall 
transmi•t to the County Auditor annt1ally not later than the 10th 
day of October, a statement of all taxes levied showing by funds 
the aggregate amount to be levied for each of said funds and such 
taxes shall be collected ai1d the payment thereof bo enforced :with 
and in like manner as Stvte and County taxes. No tax shall be 
invalid by reason of any informality in the manner of levying the 
same, nor because the amount levied shall exceed the amount re
quired tn be raised for the special purpose fo:r· ·which the same 
is leviedj but in that ca.se ti-ho surplus shall go into the fund 
to which such tax belongs. 

4. 08 ;@nt:Qr.Q&ill£/1.t_9.f.._,.:t.JJ..~_j}ggg~:t: Except as in this charter 
otherwise p1~ovided, tho Cj:tY Council sh.all not approve any expend

iture unless an appropriation has been made in the budget there
for, nor any expenditure covered by tho budget unless there is 

a sufficient unexpondetl balance left ;_:d'ter deducting the total 
past expenditures and the sum of all outstanding bills, orders 
a.ad encumbrances, Ho of'f icer or 01:iployec of the City shall place 
any orders or make any purchase except for tlle purpose and of 
amounts authorized in the budget. Except as in this charter 

othervJise provided? any obligations incurrod by any person in 
the employ of the City :i.'or any purpose not authorized in the 
budget or for o.ny amount in excess of t;he a.: . .iount therein autho
rized, shall boa personal obliga.tion upon the person incurring 
the expenditure, 

-13-



4.09 Funds: The following funds are hereby created: 

A. General I>'und 
.o. Public Wo1°ks Pund 
C, Park and Recreation F'und 
D. Local Im.provernent }'unds 
E. Debt Service Fund 
~- Public Utilities Funds 

The City Council may create such other funds by ordinance as 
in its judi;;1:1ent is necessary and expedient. Upon the passage and 
effective date of this charter, the money and assets of tho various 
City fllllds existing prior to the adoption hereof shall be and become 
by operation hereof transferred and appropriated to their respective 
appropriate funds as follows: The noney and assets of the Clerk's 
Contingent ii'und, General i?und, Library Fund, Parking l!eter Ii'und, 
Poor Ilund and that part of the money and assets of tho Equipment, 
i- und and Pe1°manent Improvement }';lund not specifically transferred to 
,2,nother fund, shall be placed in the General Ftm.d; the :-.co1~ey end 
assets of the f.:.i:C'port Oper~tin6 I;'und, Highuay Fund, Per.rnarent Im
prove:inent Revolving ii'und, and those portions of thf ,:10:1ey and assets 
for the purposes as outlined in Gection 4-oll now in the Equipme:nt 
:&·und and Permanent Improvement lund shall be placed in the Public 
l~orks 1:'Wld; the .ill.Oney and c1ssots of the Park Fund, Pebble Lc:ke Golf 
Course Fund and that portion of the money ~nd assets for the pur
poses as outlined in Section 4ol2 now i.a the :i!.:quipment l:'und and 
Permanent Lnp:rovement Fund shall be placed in the ?ark and Recrea
tion li'tmd; the money and assets of the Sink1nb; Fund shnll be placed 
in the Debt Service :B1 und; and the mone;,r and assets of the funds not 
transferred as herein provided sh&ll renain in their respective funds 
as they now exist .,. 

4.10 .~hm.§Z:.e.J:_fgv,.9,1 Ti1.e Genere.1 Fund is created for the pay
ment of 2.11 e:;~p':m:-, es and obligations of the Ci tJ not s_Decifically 
charged to other funds under the provisions of this charter~ the 
lavJS oi' this State, 0r the orc:Unances of the Ci t,y. Jn:·~o t~.:i..s fund 
shall be paid ell il:oneys not provided herein er J~" stn~t.te or 
ordinanf'!e to be pai& L1to any other fund. 

4.11 Public harks F1..1nd ~ Tho Public iiorks ::'und is created 
.t'or the purpose-ol--c(ifiay3:ug·-all expenses and obli·;at5.ons· relating 
to public i:~ork und91• the ju!.'isdiction 0f the City Zngine~!.' ir.1c~ u::.-
ing 01Jeration~ ma'inte.na:.ice and construction of al:r)orts 7 co.ns tro.-:;-• 
tion 2nd ri.1aintena:nce of streets, alleys, sidci-:a~k,:;. stn:rm sewers, 
snd sanitary se~ers, equipment rentals and purchQS~~ rslating to the 
foregoing) enbineerin~ departnent expenses and t~e Gity 1 s share of a 
specic.l assessments an.d such other expenses as ,ney r 6 .k:inc:x•ed to 
the fore&;oi.::1g., T.h8r0 s71i:ll bo ,nainta.ined 1;::ithi1: th:1 s f 1J.!1']. speci-sl 
accounts for ee.ch sp.3c:i.c: 'L assossruei1t project as pr:,;id9'1 Ly Ci,.:.y 
Ordinance or le.ws of' t}18 Stnte of i,:innesota. '2:'bo ·;j_t;y C')tJ..r.,(!il may 
by ordinance provide further functions for this f 11r.d,. 

4. J.2 Park a.nd Hecreation :B'u.n.d: The Park and Recreation Punr'l 
is created to pay t~rn e:Lpu:ses anrl obligatioris of the Par~{ Bo11r0 ~ 
includin6 the maintenance oi' parks~ boulevards, _parkways an.J 

- 14 -



recreatio.r:ml areas; to pay for capital improvements of the park 
system, equipment rentals and purchases of the Park Bo.:.rd, the City 
recreational program, and together with such· other diisbursements as 
may properly be chargeable to this iund. The City Council may by 
ordinance provide further functions for this Fund, 

4 .13 1Q£a1_Im.12r.2x,gm,gni_Em1£1_2r_E.1m£lel The7 e funds are created 
to pay the principal and interest on all obligat1or1s incurred in 
speciol assess~nent projects performed under the provisions of this 
charter, any City improvement code and laws of the State of 
~Jiru1esota. Any balance renaining after the improvement has been 
completed and paid i'or shall become a part of the Debt Service Fund 
of the City. 

4.14 Debt Service F1und; The Debt Service l:i'und is created for 
the payment-of-obligations;-bonds and interest issued as general 
obligations of the City. There shall &lso be patd in.to this fund 
all taxes collected to p2y interest in excess of tb.8 9J1101m·t re
quired t:o pay su.ch interest. To the extent req~1.i::~cd by laii.!,, a sep
arate accou.L1t in t:10 Debt Service Fvnd sh2ll be r:u:,L-:-.tci.'. n0e :tor each 
issue of' City obligations., 

4,15 ..P.nl;1JS::...Y.t.i+.'.h.~MJ.3._J'.'._1.:m.S!._{2:.r_Jj:g_1_cl§__: The Pn.rlic 1Jtili ties 
ii'und or J.l'und.t; is 01·0at~d for the acquisition, con,.rt:i:'1..c:t:i.O11, exten
sion, -.::1e.:i..nte.n.ance, 1:ncl or,eratlon of any public u-t:".l.:i_·i~·r nov1 or here
aftex· 01,:aeJ or operate"l hy tho 05-ty, including ti:w _r3.yrr..ent of' the 
intsrest on any bonds 0r ot'.ier indebtedness which ma~r be a lie:.·. 
upo.t1 such utility. There zl1e.ll be paid into this fm1d all moneys 
derived fro~1 the sc.1le o::: bonc1s issued on a.ccount of 811Y utility, 
fro1~1 tllP s&lP. of r,ny :.::.tility, f'11 0I1 the ope:cation of'su-::!h utility, and 
fro;,1 t1.1e sal0 0f any p1~operty c.cqui11 ed for or us&d i.n connection v,1i th 
any such utili t/ ~ There shc:.11 be paid out of this i 1-1KH1 the cost of 
the purchase? const:t.uction" extension, operation, m:od.n1~ene.:1.ce, and 
repair of such ~~~l!ty~ iD~luding the interest upon ell b0nds or 
other i£1debted~r-:ss WJ1ir:b. !Jey te & lien upon s1-1ch u-'::il-Lt;r, ,.'U1.y sur
plus in Seid .:.i.:.:L1 .me;y he vsec.1 for tba pur-:-1 1~~:-e o::· tJj' ),,11c.s or cer
tific2~~~ 0i indJb~cJn~8s i~sced sgalnat said ~tl:i~y. an~ fa~ the 
p::;y:'IJe.rrt; of s1.1ch Dtmds .)r o~.;l8J:' indebted:.1ess upon t.~ .. e11 L12.tur.i_ ty • 
. ::.epnrate .funds anr~ e.c·c:it.1r1ts sh1:,ll be kept for eN'tl rur.h utility op
era·1;ed. TlJe mon8~{S no·,r J.n t:1e si:::1.~dng fund ar.C aJ.~~di.ted to the 
...:,lectriri Li":J:..t '8'1J1i:~ n1r:y be plGced in t}:ie Ge.s Ui:ii li•::;r :1 und L1. ruch 
amounts rs 8:'l~~~-_:._ o~ 0 . .:'l0n d i)y t:::G Coun~i.1 oy ::"•?,, <: .. .:.:'..'"'1 frorJ tii:1e to 
timAI' an.d t110-f;:,u·1~5.l 211a~· tr-1nsfGr such 1,10neys 1 o: '=':~7 r:c:-::·t:. 1.m th.ere-
of 9 ·co ar1y otl'.le":' :0·•)1:.cl 0r FuJJ.ds of the City by L.l.':!e prss&t::.e o: c1n. 
ordinanc0 1fl1ich shill b~ su0~itted to the vot8rs or t~a City f~r 
c.nnTOVJ.:. et a fr'8."1E':i:'8~. '):,; .speci2l_JJloctlon ,'Ulu • .<·1'':'l~.I. \'"l ·,t t· vo~~rst; ve 

unless it be approved by not less than three~fift?s of ~h .. 
VQt:. . .::15 0~. t·i10. VJ.e:;·r,J.0l). :•,iot1...'ithstonrJint: EJ).y c:tL ?'J" r·cco.:.:<.v 1 •)f this 
Chax·tec, tl: :J C,wnr J. ,::i~.\ i~r.ansJ.'er not +,0 exGGG.::. :;;h.,: s1.:i:1 ..,:f ;;.3c,G~OOO 
from th0 t:'.o:1e;'"8 n,:;,.7 in ,:J::.e .Si.nkin6 Itt'"rl encl crec1J. ~•.·c: to t;hs .tl;:~ec':;ric 
LL)~.t irnnd, tc, t 1:1<; ap)T'.."':;:r.'i.:;l·..-;e r·..1i:.(: i''Jr t:1e 1,11..·.·r;1::3i:- c·~ i)E!;/:\.nt~ a po:r
tinr of the co~t of a6ditio~s to the Sew&ge 1isp~sRl Planto 

4 16 r;,r:a,..,_.::-fc.,1' •. C,Ih, -_1..' 10."'.11 C-:_°o ~'X"ep·t r•c: ,· ·1 t·' 11· C' "'11,.rt,.,r ot11er'· 1· se • J. __ ,-~,.,_,.. .. ,,...,___ .u ,, ,;;,,., •• l_ •• .• ;; ,; c: <> c •• vi 

specii'icJJ l:r p~ovio.~d,. ::10r..c:ys in any of the C::es::. 0 n,~J,;ed f•.mds of tho 
City, sh2.ll .not be trinsf erred to c,ny other ftmd 7 or used f'or er:-7 
other purpose, than that for v:hich they ~ere levie~ or appropriat9d. 
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4.17 fYI£hg~g~_sUQ_£QU~IsQ1~: The head of each department 
shall be the purchasing agent of the City for his respective 

department. Such purchasing agents, subject to the provisions 
of this charter and pursuant to rules and regulations establfshed 
by ordinance~ shall contract for, purchase 1 store and distribute 
all supplies, materials and equipment reqUJ.red by any office, de
partment or agency of the City government. Such agent·shall 
establish and enforce specif'ications? inspect or supervise the 
inspection of all deliveries alld have full and complete charge 
of, and be responsible for, all supplies, materials and equipment 

purchased for or belonging to the City. 

4,18 QQU]Ig£ta: The approval of the Council must be given 
in advance for purchases or contracts exceeding $500,00. The Coun
cil may authorize purchases or contracts without advertising and 
receiving competitive bids thereon for purchases 01~ contracts 
not exceeding $1,000.00. Before making purchase of or contract 
for supplies, labor, materials or equipment of more than $1,000.00, 
the City shalJ. publish notice of call for bids once in the offi
cial newspaper of the City at least seven (7) days prlor to the 
date set for opening of bids. 1hese contracts shall be let to 
tb.e lowest respon.sible bidder. Thci CoLmcil ma,.y reject any and 
all bids and may re-advertise, 

The. City Council 11ay in its discretion direct any work or 
construction or any part thereof' to be done by day labor or by 
any department of the City government under the direction of 
the City Council, or under the direction of such department 
heads as the Council may orda1n. The Council may prescribe by 
ordinance such rules and re~ulations as it may deem necessary 
relating to co.w.petitive bidding. 

All c0i1t:racts bonds and other instruments of every lcind to 
which the City shail be a party sh£>.ll be execut ec1 in the name 

of the C:L ty, signed by the ifoyor Etnd City Clerk on behalf of 
the City. 

4.19 J2i§.Qll!'.§.Qillfi.!ll!§.l __ fiQfLlli.l!f1.?.: No disbur~ement of City 
funds shall be made except by choch: signed b} the mayor, C1ty 

Clerk a4d '.l.1reas u:rer, and specif yillt.'. t;10 purposes for 1:1hich the 
disbursemen-t is made and t~1e fund from v:hich it is drawn. ifo 
such chock shall be issued until thel'o is iUoney to the credit 
of the fund fro,.n which it is to bo paid sufficient to pay it 

toge·ther with all outstandini...; encumb1•ances upon the fund. No 
such check shall l)e issued m1til the claim to which it relates 
has been supported by an itern1zed bill, payroll 9 or time-sheot 
approved and signed b;y the responsible City officer who vouches 
for its co1•rect;:iess and reasonableness. Tl1e City Clerk shall 
note on each contract requirin,; tbe payment of money by the City 
the particular fund out of Vihich 1t is to bn paid. The Council 
may by ordii1ance make further ro:;ulations for thu safe-J.rneping 
and disburserne.at of the funds of the City. 
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ARTICLE 5, 

BONDED DEBT AND DEB'.r LI:IIT 

5.01 ~Q!Q!-1£_J§..Qgg_~Qggg: In addition to the ~owers in 
respect to the borrowing of money and the lssuance of b.onds and 
certificates of indebtedness specifically or impliedly granted 
by this charter, or any amendments thereto, the City shall have 
all of the powers with reference to these matters authorized for 
cities of the same class by the laws of the State o:f Uinnesota~ 
to be exercised, in the manner provided by such laws, 

5,02 Q§ht_1im1t: The total bonded debt of the City shall 
never exceed such maximum limitation as the legislature may de
termine for cities of the same class. 



ARTICLE 6 

PUBLIC II4PROVEi!iENT AND SPECIAL ASSESSi..lENTS 

6.01 1'.hiLQit,;y_!:lsn!_ The City Council may, with the assist
ance of ·t;he City Bn.bineer, e.nd, if desired, of any advisory City 
Planning Co..J.i.lission, prepare .srnd adopt a co~nplete plan for the 
future physical development and growth of the City and such sur-. 
rounding area as the &tate law may permit. Such pl~n may be 
altered from tL:-ie to ti:~e. It may include provisions.for zoning, 
for the platting and developr:ient of new a:reas, .i'or the planning and 
location of public buildings, parks, playgrounds, bridges, streets, 
paving, sev:er a.nd water mains, transportation lines and other public 
improvements and facilities, and for the laying out, grading and 
improvin~ of public places as well as other matters which may seem 
essential to such a plan. 

6 ~ 02 ~DJ;m;g,gmgnt, ___ Q.f,_Qi:t:r:_fJ.gru. The Council sht.11 have all 
necessary power to enforce co ... 1plete adherence by all persons to 
the plan adopted as the City Plan. 

6 • O 3 !:QYL§.I_.t2 .. ilst.sLJ:ill.l2IQY. .§ID.§lli§_§llfL1&t~[r_!§.§§.§.§fil.§t?:.t.§.l The 
City Com1cil she.11 have power to make any 2.nd every type of local 
Lnprovement deemed necessary by the Council for the welfare or con
venience of the City and its inhaiJite.nts and not forbidden by the 
lav:s of this State, e.nd to assess the cost of such part thereof as 
they deem just against any property f.ound benefited thereby. Any 
two or more loc&l ir1prove:1.ents may be made at the same tir.1e and as 
part oi' the sa; .. e proceedings and the assessment therefor likewise 
levied and collected. The amount assessed to benefited property may 
equ&l the cost of the i.:iprover:ier.i.t includinb damages, if any; and 
interest m~til paid, but shall in no case exceed the value of the 
benefits received by such property. Public works, including all 
local improveme~1ts, may be constructedl extended, repaired and main
tained either directly by the City by oay labor or by contract. 

6. 04, Prgcegure_ to_S_§cure ... 1ocgl_Improye;;1ents: Local improve
ments may be initiated either by a petition submitted to the Council 
by inte:r·ested property owners f' or such improvement, or by a resolu
tion passed by the Council to iDvestiJate the necessity .and feasi
bility o:t' such inprovernent. Defore t1.::kL1.g iny further action, the 
Council shall ref er the fllatter· to the City ~nc:ineer who shall in
vestig,ate as to whether the proposed improvement is feasible and as 
to whether it should best be made as set forth in the petition or 
resolution, or in connection Y'i th so .. 1e other improvement or i1nprove
ments not included in the petition or resolution and the estimated 
cost of' the improvement. Upon the filin~ of the City Engineer's 
report vd th the City Clerk, the Council by resolution shall fix the 
time, hour a.nd place \'ihen the Ci•by En6h1eer' s report v:ill be con
sidered in public hearing and action tal-cen thereon and shall direct 
the City Clerk to ~ive notice of such hearing by publication once 
each week for tvm (2) consecutive weelts in the official newspaper 
of the 6ity, snd at least three days shall elapse between the last 
publication and the date of hearing. The notice shall describe 
in 5eneral language the L:prove:nent or improvements recommended in 
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the City Engineer's report and the estimated cost thereof, and shall 
include a description of the properties liable to be assessed 
therefor. At the time fixed in the notice or at such subsequent · 
time or times to which the hearinr; may pe adjourned, the Council 
shall hear all persons as care to be heard in reference theret.o, 
and at the conclusion of the hearing, the Ootmcil shall determine 
by resolution whether the ir-1prove:.1ent or L1provements, as set forth 
in the Engineer's report, or any part thereof, shall be made, which 
resolution shall describe the improvement or improvei.llents to be 
made and the limits thereof, in general language. 

6.05 B~gglg~iQU_Q~_QrglUallQ§: Immediately upon the ,adoption 
of this charter, the Council shall prepare ~nd adopt a complete 
local improvement ordinance which may be amended from time to time 
as other ordinances. The ordinance shall provide a complete work
ing code covering procedure for preparation of plans and specifica
tions; the awardin6 of contracts, the determination of assessments; 
hearin6 on and appeals from. spec:i..al assessments; reassessments; the 
collection of assess.nents along v-:ith other taxes o:r other penalties 
for delinc1uency in making pay.::1en-~s, the issuance of local im.ppove
.ment certificates or ·warrants; and all other matters appropriate 
to the subject of local improvements and assessments. After the 
passa§.e of such ordinance e.11 proceedings pertaining to local im
prover.1ents shall con:i.' orni to the provisions oi' sucb local improve ... 
ment oJ:>dinance. 

6.06 ~1~£~i£n_t2_QgJ~_Qng§!_Q~~i~. H.§f_Qr_~Q£a1_Im~rQY~mgn1 
Qr!:iill.s!UQ.§J. The City of li'Gr6us Falls may elect to use the State Law 
or a Local Improvement Ordj_nance for the purpose of providing local 
iinprovements and assessments therefor. 
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ARTICLE 7 

ACQUISITIOh or PHOP:BRTY 

7. 01 E.QY'l§I-~Q_A,gggi.rg,1 The City of Pergus Ii'alls is hereby 
empowered to ac¼uire by purchase, gift, devise or condemnation, any 
property, corporeal or incorporeal, either within or ·without the 
corporate boundaries, v1hich may be desired by said City for any 
public use, convenience or purpose, or whi.ch may be necessary or 
desirable to enforce or administer any undertaking approved by the 
electorate at any election. In addition to the power to acquire 
property for other public purposes, the City may also acquire, as 
herein provided.,. any gas, water, sewai:,e, heat, power, lig.ht,_ tele
phone, or other plant or other public util:i.ty,but no proceeaings to 
acquire any such public utility shall be consummated unless author
ized by a vote of the people by a three-fifths vote of those voting 
on the c..,uestio.n at the election wherein the proposition is submitted 
to the electors. Easements for slopes, fills, se~ers, d~ainage, 
building lines, poles, wires, pipes and conduits for uater, gas, 
heat and povver and for other public purposes me.y be acquired by 
gift, devise, purchase or condemnation in the manner provided by law. 

7. 02 !:.:r.P~§l&tl:J:gg_s __ jJL~.s!sing_,E_r.9.ne;r1Y l The nee es si ty for the 
takinb of any property by the City shall be determined by the 
Council and shall be decle.red by a resolution v;hich shell describe 
such property as nearly as may be and stc:te the use to which it is 
to be devoted. Ti10 acc1uisition of such property may be accompanied 
by proceedings at law, as i.i.1 te.king land :for public use by right of 
eminent domain according to the laws of this State, except as other-
wise provided in this charter, · 

7. 03 l:&!l@§il.t_gf_JiYt.sI9J. V;henever an award of dame.ses shall be 
made in any proceeding i'or the taking of property under this charter, 
or v1henever the Court shall render final judgment in eny appeal from 
any such award, and the time for abandoning such proceedings by the 
City shall have expired, the City shall be bound to, and shall 
within sixty ( 60) days of such final determii1ation, pay the amount 
of the award 1,d th interest thereon at the rate provided by law from 
the date of the malting oi' the award or j L1dgment of the Court,. as the 
case may be; and i1 not so pt.id, judgment therefor may be haa. 
against the City. 

7. 04 Ci ti_J:fay_A.bandon_Proceedings: The City may, by resolu
tion of' the Council at any st06e of the condemnation proceedings or 
at any tic1e within thirty (JO) days after final determination 
thereof, abandon such proceedings as to 211 or sny part of the 
property soubht to be ac¼uired and shall p2y all reasonable costs 
and eJ\..penses thereof, including fees of counsel. 

7. 0 5 Ci tz_i.fay_b.ccuire_Entire .. .Pla.11t: In case the City shall 
condemn a public Ll'tili ty t1hicll is operated at the time of the 
comrnenceinent of the conder.w.ation proceec1in£;s as one property or 
one system, it shall not be necessary in such condemnation pro
ceedings, or c:.ny of ·i.;he proceedings of the Council, to describe 
or treat separately the different kinds of pro,erty composing 
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such system, but all of the property, lands, articles, franchises 
and rights which enter into and go to make up such system may, un-
less otherwise ordered by the Court, be treated together -as 

constituting one property, and an award for the whole property in 
one lump sum may be made by the commissionex·s on condemnation or 
other body assessing the damages. But this shall not prevEmt the 
City, in cases where the plant and property is separable into 
distinct parts, from taking only such part or parts thereof as 
may be necessary in the public interest. 

7. 06 §,al:ge.....:Qf_!1,gg,1_f!:Q.12.§tI:!: No ·real property of tho City 
shall be disposed of except by ordinance. The proceeds of any 
such sale shall be used as f a:r as possible io retire any out
standing indebtedness incurred by the City in the purchase, con
struction, or improvement of said property or any other property 
used for the same public purpose; but if there be no such out~ 
standing indebtedness, tben the Council may designate in the 
ordinance some other specific public purposes to which such 
proceeds will be devoted. 



ARTICLE 8, 

FRitliCHISES Ai·iD PtI81IC UTILITIES 

8.01 Definition of Franchise: The word 11 franchise 11 as used ---------------..... -----·-----in this charter shall be cons'trued to mean any special privilege 
grar1ted to any person, co-partnership, or corporation, in, over, 
upon or W1der any of the roads, highways, alleys or public·places 
of the City, whether such privilege has been or shall hereafter 
be granted either by the City o·r State. 

6.02 Qisllting_Qf_Eisil£hi2§§: The Council by ordinance, may 
~rant a franchise f'or the furnj.shing of any public utj_lity service 
to the City and its inhabitants, but no franchise shall be granted 
~Yan emergency ordinance. Nothing herein contained shall be 
construed as in any way preventing the electors from exercising 
their powers under the referendum to rej-ect such franchise. No 
franchise shall be granted for a longer term than tvventy (20) years. 

8 • O 3 .QQnfl.tt.i2ug __ §IlfL~1'.sll§.f_g,r_gf_f!:r.snQhi.s~§.l · Every franc his e 
or renewal, extension or amendment of a franchise hereafter granted 
shall: 

(1) Impose upon the utility the duty to furnish proper ser
vice at minimum attainable cost under proper organization 
a11d efficient management; the City Council shall have 
the ri:.:,ht to require such extensions, additions, im
provements and replacement of property as are reason
able and vdll result in economy or improvement in ser
vice and it may issue such orders with respect to 
safety and other matters as may be necessary or desir
able for the cou:nuni ty. 

(2) Fix the maximum rates to be charged by the utility for 
the different classes of service and reserve to the City 
the power to revise such rates. No rate change proposed 
shall be effective until the same he.s been considered in 
public hearing upon ten (10) days published notice and 
adopted by ordinance thereafter. Rates fixed by the 
City may be subject to review by a Court of competent 
jurisdiction. 

(3) Reserve to the City the right at any time to apply to any 
court of competent jurisdiction ror the cancellation of 
any f'r,;mchise on the grounds of any substantial violation 
of the terms and conditions of such franchise. Every 
franchise granted shall include an agreel~.ent on the part 
of the utility consenting to the jurisdiction of the 
Court the ref or. 

No franchise shall be transferred by any utility to any other person 
or corporation without the appr·oval of the City Council, and as a 
condition to such approval all the terms and conditions of this 
article shall be included in the transferred franchise. 

s.o4 m2~2£li2hm.E!n~_2t_MJ.&11£ills112_Q~n§g_sng_QQ.§rs1~g_Yti1!= 
ii.E!il The City shall have power to ovm and operate any public 
utility, to constr•uct and install all facilities that are reason
ably needed, and to lease or purchase any existing properties 
used and useful in public service. The Council may provide by 

... 22 .., 



ordinance for the establishment of such utility but any ordinance estab
lishing any such utility,not heretofore authorized,shall be effective only 
aft.er bei.ng submitted to and approved at a popular referendum by a 315 

--·· - ... .a. ~- - -

vote of those voting ori.-- the question at the election wherein the 
proposition is submitted to the electors. An ordinance providing 
for any extension, enlargement or improvement of an existing 
utility may be enacted as a matter of general municipal ad~inis
tration if funds are on hand and available for the work and no 
issue of general obligation bonds, certificates or warrants is 
necessary to finance the project. The City may also furnis~ serv
ice in adjacent rural areas whic~1 r.1ay be conveniently and econ
omically served by the municipally owned and operated utility, 
subject to agrecme.nts with such com..mnities and provisions of 
State law. 

8.05 E~I£h.s§.~_iu.Jd1t_2r_s!-~h£l~221~= The Council may in 
lieu oi' p1·oviding for the local production or ge11eration of gas, 
e1ectricityi water? at1d other u.tili ties, purchase when requested 

by the Pub ic Utilities Co:m:nission the saine in bulk or at vfoole
sale and resell ther:. to local consumers at such rates as it may 
fix. 

8,.06 §.s.l~_Q£_EJJ:J211&_12'.ti.1i:tz: No public utility owned by the 
City whether acquired prior to.the adoption of this charter or 
thereafter, shall be sold or oti.1erwise disposed of by the City, 
unless the full terms of the !n•oposition of said sale or other dis-
position thereof, together with the price to be paid therefor, 

shall have beel.i. embodied in an ordinance, passed by the Council 
and approved by 3/5ths of tirn votes of the electors voting there
on at a general or special election. 



AhTICLE 9 

NOlUN AT IONS tJJD ELECTIONS 

9.01 i1§ggJ;su: __ ;4µnJ:_qj,n_rJ,_.J&1?-£:th.Q!1§.1 The first regular 
municipal election uw.ier this charter shall be held on the first 
Tuesday of &pril i.1.1 1957 a.i.1d the second regular .mt,micipal election 
shall be held on th0 first Tuesdr1Y after the first 1/ionday of De
cember in 1957 end each regular municipal election thereafter shall 
be held on the first 1'uesday after the first Llonday in Dece::Iber of 
each year at such place or places as the City Council may designate. 
The City Clerk shall 6ive at least five days previous notice of the 
time and place of holding such election and of the off ice rs to be 
elected 0.nd proposals to be submitted, if any., by postinb in at 
least one public place in each voting precinct and by publication 
at least once in the official newspaper, but failure to give such 
notice shall not invalidate such election. b.t the regular election 
there shall be elected, in ado.i tion to the riembers of the Council, 
sucll municipal judges as may be provided by lar·. 

9.02 ~.12.§.91.?.1-~;!;gg,t;i.QP.§.1 The Council may by resolution order 
a special election and provide ell means for holding it. At least 
two (2) weeks' published notice of a special election shall be given 
in ·the official ne;;rnp&per. Tl1e procedure at such election shall 
conform as nea1~1:J" as possible to that prescribed for other 'll.unicipal 
elections. · 

9. 03 fI.QQgggrg __ gt_:m1££1i.9.n.el ~ ubj Get to "t.i1e provisions of 
this ch&.rter &no. r.pplicable State laws~ t:;.1e Council r:1ay by ordinance 
further regulate the co11L1LWt oi' r:mnicipc..l elections. Except as 
otherwise provided in this cha1~ter or in orc1in.::~nce$ adopted pursuant 
thereto, the general lav;s of the State of :annesota pertaining to 
elections shall apply to municiptl elections. 

9 ,.04 N2m!ua:lttC2nal 1~ candidate for City office sha.11· file an 
affidavit at least iifteen (15) days before election with the City 
Clerk? or application on behalf of any qualified voter of the City 
whom they desire to be a candidate may be made and filed by not less 
than five (5) voters thereof; provided that service of a copy_ of the 
application shall be made on such candidate and proof of se;J:lvice en
dorsed on the application before filing. In either case the filing 
fee shall be one dollar ($1.00). &uch affidavit or application will 
state that the candidate is a qualified voter of the City of Fer6 µs 
Falls and no..me the office for which he or she is a candidate. 

9.05 litlt.har.~!f:!.lt !:.ny ce.ndidate may vithdraw not later than 
12:00 o'clock noon oi the dc:.y follm~:in.::; the lC(st day for filing by 
filing a notice of wi ~ ~1,.draVJ&l with ·the City Clerk. 

9. 06 .Q.§.I.n~:g.§.§._.Qf_JrJ,g,q:t,i.Qll§.1 The Council shall :neet ond canvass 
the election returns 1.i thin five ( 5) dars after any regular or 
special election r.nd shall r,rnke full declaration of the results as 
soon as possible and file a statement thereof with the City Clerk. 
This statement shall include (a) the total number of ballots cast; 
(b) the total nurJber of 6ood ballots cast; (c) the total number of 
spoiled or defective ballots; (d) the vote for each candidate with 
an indication of those who were elected; (e) the votes on any ques
tion submitted, if any; (f) a. true copy of the ballots used; (g) 
the names of the Judges and Clerks of Election; and (h) such other 
information as may seem pertinent. The City Clerk shell forthwith 
notify all persons elected of the fact of their election. 
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ARTICLE 10. 

Il~I'rIATIVE, REFEhEHDUlI~ AND RECALL 

10.01 fQ?gI§_rg£grigg_Qi_1gg_QgQQlg: The people of the City 
of Fergus li'alls, reserve to themselves the powers, irt accordance 
with the provisions of this charter, to initiate and adopt ordin-

ances and resolutions, to require measures passed by the Council 
to be referred to the electorate for approval or disapproval, and 
to recall elected public officials. These powers shall be called 
the initiative, the referendum, and the recall, respectively. 

10 .. 02 mz.12gggi,tg~§_J;U~-l1gt1&J.Qg.§ta: i'fo member of any initia= 
tive, referendum, or recall committee, ·no circulator of a signature 
paper, and no signer of any such paper, or any other person, shall 
accep-c or offer any reward, pecuniary or otherwise, for service 
rendered in connection with the circulation thereof, but this shall 
not prevent the committee from incurring expenses for legal advice, 
stationery, copying, printing and notaries' fees. Any violation 
of the provisions of this section shall constitute a misdemeanor. 

10. 03 EY.rthgr:_ .. !.§E11ls:t.i2ll§.: The Council shall as soon as 
possible after the organization of the City government under this 
charter provide by ordinance such further regulations for ·the 
initiative, referendum, and recall, not inconsistent with this 

charter, as may be deemed necessary, Such ordinance shall include 
the relevant provisions of this cl1arter. 

IhITIATIVE 

l0.04 Jn!t1stiQU_Qf_mgil~grg§.: Any five (5) electors may 
form themselves into a committee for the initiation of any measure 
of public concern. After formulating their measure they shall 
file a verified copy thereof with the City Clerk together with 
their names and addresses as members of such committee. They 
shall also attach a verified copy of the proposed measure to each 
of the signature papers herein described, together with their 
names and addresses as sponsors therefor. 

10.05 E2rm_Qf_Qg~!i!QU_Egg_Qf_§iggg~YIQ_QgQ§!2: The petition 
for the adoption of any measure shall consist of the measure, to
gether with all the signature papers and affidavits thereto attach
ed. Such petition shall not be complete unless signed by a number 
of voters equal to at least five (5) per cent of the total number 
of voters registered on the date of the preceding regular municipal 
election. All the si6natures need not be on one signature paper, 
but the circulator of every such paper shall make an affidavit 
that each signature appended to the paper is the genuine signature 
of the person whose name it purports to be. Each signature paper 
shall be in substantially the following form: 

Initiative Petition 
proposing an ordinance (or resolution 1 as the case may be) to ••• 
• • • • • • • (stating the purpose of the measure), a copy of which 
ordinance (or resolution) is hereto attached. This measure is spon
sored by tne following committee of electors: 
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Name Address 
1. • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

2. • • • • ti e • • 0 • 11t • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
3. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
4. • • • • -. . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
5. • - • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • 

The undersigned electors, understanding the terms and the 
nature of. the measure hereto attached, petition tl1e Council for 
its adoption, or, in lieu thereof, for its submission to the elec
tors for their approval. 

Name Address 
1. • - • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
2. • • • • II e • e e e • 9 9 e O • • • • 

3. . • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • 

At the end of the list of signatures shall 
davit of the circulator, ment:oned above. 

• • • • • • ti • • • • • 

• q. • • • • • • • • • • . . . . .. . . . . . "' . 
be appended the affi-

10.06 Eiling_£~11~i2ug_ggg_g£ti.Qu_:th§!~Qll: All the signature 
papers shall be filed in the office of the City Clerk as one instru
ment .. Within five (5) days after the filing of the petition the 
City Clerk shall ascertain by exa1nination the number of electors 
whose signatures are appended thereto, and 1vhether this number is 
at least equal to five per cent (5%) of the total number of voters 
registered on the date of the preceding regular municipal election. 
If he finds the petition insufficient or irreg~lar, he shall at 
once notify one or more of the corimittee of sponsors of that fact, 
certifying the reasons for his finding. The comL1i ttee shall then 
be given thirty (30) days in which to file additional signature 
papers and to correct the petition in all other particulars. If 
at the end of that period the petition is fotmd to be still insuf
ficient or irregular, the City Clerk shall file the same in his 
office and shall notify each member of the committee of that fact. 
The final finding of the insufficiency or irregularity of a peti
tion shall not prejudice the filing of a new petition for the same 
purpose, nor shall it prevent the Council from referring the meas
ure to the electors at the next regular or any special election, 
at its option, 

10. 07 A£:ti£!J:_Qf_.Q.QillJ£i1_QfL.Q.§,:t:1..ti.Q!!: Whenever the petition 
shall be found to be sufficient, the City Clerk shall so certif·y 
to the Council at its next meeting, stating the number of peti
tioners, and the percentage of the total nw.,~ber of voters which 
they constitu~e, and the Council shall at once read the measure 
and refer it to an appropriate committee, which may be a committee 
of the vvhole. The committee or Council shall thereupon provide 
for public hearings upon the measure after the holding of which 
the measure shall be finally acted upon by tlle Council not later 
than sixty-five (65) days after date upon which such measure was 
submitted to the Council by the City Clerk. If the Council shall 
fail to pass the proposed raeasure, or shall pass it in a form dif
ferent from that set forth in the petition and unsatisfactory to 
the petitioners, the proposed measure shall be submitted by the 
Council to the vote of the electors at the next regular municipal 
election. But in case the number of signers of said petition is 
equal to at least five per cent (5%) of the total number of voters 
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registered on the date of the preceding regular municipal election, 
then the Council shall call a special election, upon the measure 
to be held not less than thirty (30) nor more than forty-fi.ve (45) 
days from such date, unless a regular election is to occur within 
three (3) months, in which case it may be submitted at such regu
lar municipal election. In case the Council passes the proposed 
measure with amendments and at least four-fifths (4/5thsJ of the 
committee of petitioners do not express their dissatisfaction with 
such amended form by a certificate filed with the City Clerk with
in ten (10) days from the passage thereof by the Council, then the 
measure need not be submitted to the electors. 

10.08 1ni!is1!YQ_£sllQ~~: The ballots used v~1en voting upon 
any such proposed measure shall state the substance thereof, and 
shall give the voter the opportunity to vote either 11]'or the meas
ure" or "Against the measure.u If a majority of the electors vot
ing on any such 1.i1easure shall vote in favor thereof, it shall 
thereupon become an o::i:·dinance or resolution of the City as the 
case may be. lilly nwnber of proposed measures may .be voted upon at 
the same election, but in case there shall be more than one, the 
voter shall be allowed to vote for or against each separately. 

10.09 J.ui!is~igg_gf_£har1gr_fil!!.~ll£afilQUtg: Nothing in this 
charter contained shall be construed as in any way affecting the 
right of the electors under the cons ti tut ion and statutes of' LUnne
sota to propose amendments to this charter. 

REFEREIJDUI.I 

10.10 Ih~_igfgr~ggw.g: If prior to the date when an ordinance 
or resolution takes effect a petition signed by qualified electors 
of the City equal in number to seven (7) pe-r cent of the total num
ber of voters registered on the date of the preceding regular munic
ipal election be filed with the City Clerk requesting that any such 
measure, or any part thereof, be repealed or be submitted to a vote 
of the electors, the said measure shall thereby be prevented from 
going into operation. The Council shall thereupon reconsider the 
said measure at its next regular meeting~ and either repeal the 
same, or repeal the sections thereof to which objection has been 
raised by·the petitioners, or by aye and no vote reaffirm its ad-. 
herence to the measure as passed. In the latter case the Council 
shall immediately order an election to be held thereon, pending 
which the ordinance or resolution shall remain suspended. If a 
majority of the voters voting thereon are opposed to ·the measure, 
it shall not become effective; but if a majority of the voters 
voting thereon favor the measure, it shall go into effect immed
iately or on the date therein specified. 

10 .11 B!ais1rgngill!LJ2.§t.ttl.Q!1§.: The requirements laid down in 
sections 10.04 and 10.05 above as to the formation of committees 
for the initiation of' measures and as to the form of petitions and 
signature papers shall apply to the referendum as far as possible, 
but with such verbal changes as may be necessary. A referendum 
petition shall read as follows: 



S~f.QI§ugg;~_R§~i]i2n 
proposing the repeal of an ordincnce (or resolution as the case may 
be) to (statint:. the pt1rpose of the measure), a copy of which ordin
ance (or resolution) is hereto attached. The proposed repeal is 
sponsored by the followint; committee of electors. 

1-••• Jlt ~ .. 

2.. • • • • • 
3. l, 4 • ~ • 

4. .. .. .a O • 

5. .. . .. .. • 

Name ---,.--

• • • • • • • • 
.. . . . . . . . 

• • • • • • 
• • • • • 
• • • • • 
• • • • • 
• • • • • 

Address -------~ . . . . . . . ., . . 
• • • • • • • • • • 
0 • • • • • • - • • 

• • 0 • • • • • • • 

The undersibned petitioners 1 understandinG the nature of the 
measure hereto attached, rind believing it to be detrimental to the 
,·,elfare of the City, petition the Com1cil for its submission to a 
vote of the electors for their approval or disapproval. 

if aine t~ddres s __ ...,._ -----·--
l • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
2.. • • 0 • • • • Q • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
3. • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • 

10.12 Referendum bal1ots: Tho ballots used in any referendum 
election shall-conform-to-the·-rules laid down in &ec•Gion 10. 08 of 
this ch&rter for initiative ballots. 

B~.QAJ:!! 

10.13 Ihg_r§Qg11l Any five (5) electors may form themselves 
into a committee for the purpose of bringing about the recall of any 
elected officer of the City. The Com.aittee shall certify to the 
City Clerk the name of the officer ~1ose removal is sought, a state
ment of the grounds for removal in not more the..n two hundred and 
fifty words and their intentio.:.1 to bring about his recall, A copy 
of this certificate shall be attached to each signature paper and 
no signature paper shall be put into circulation previous to such 
certification. 

10.14 fiQQg]:J:_Qg11t1Q.Ue.l The petition for the recall of any 
official shell consist of a certificate identical with that filed 
with the City Clerk together with all the si.;nature· papers and af.:. 
fidavi ts there·bo attached. Such petition shall not be complete un
less. si6ned by a nlli"Jber of voters equal to at least ten per cent 
(101b) of the total nUI:1ber of voters registered on the date of the 
preceding regular municipal election. All the signatures need not 
be on one signature paper, but the circulator of every such paper 
shall make an affidavit that each siGnature appended to the paper is 
the genuine signature of the person VJhose name it purports to be. 
Each signature pc.per shall be .i.n substantially the following form: 

fl§1£sl:J:_.t2!tt.J:.t12n 
proposing the rece.11 of • • • • • • • • • • fro.'.l his office as 
• • • • • • • • • which xecall is sou6ht for the reasons set forth 
in the attached certificate. This movement is sponsored by the 
follov;ing committee of elr,ctors: 

• • 
J1grgg 

• • 
9 I 

• • • 
• • • 

• • • 
.. . . 

• • • • • • • • 

• 0 .. 

• • • 
• • • 
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• • • • • 
• • 
• • 

• • • .. . . 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 

• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 



. . . " . . ' . . . . . . . . . 
• .. • • • • • • • I} • • • • • • • • • • 9 • • • • • .. • • • 

The undersigned electors, understanding the nature of the 
charges against the officer herein sought to be recalled, desire 
the holding of a recall election for that purpose. 

1. • • • • • 
2. • • • • • 
,3. • • • • • 

Name A.ddres s ----- ---..-~--
• • • • I • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 

• • • 
• • • 
• • • 

• • 
• " 
• • 

• 
• 
• 

• • • • • • • 0 • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . ·• . . . . . . 
At the end of the list of signatures shall be appended the 

affidavit of the circulator, mentioned above, 

10.15 Eili£E_££_f~ti~i2ni Within thirty (30) days after 
the filing of tl1e. original certificate,. the com,:.1.ittee shall file 
the completed petition in the office or the City Clerk. The City 
Clerk shall examine the same within the next five (5) days, and if 
he finds it irregular in any way~ or finds that the number of sign
ers is less than Ten per cent (lOji:) of the total number of voters 
registered on the date of the preceding regular municipal election, 
he shall so notify one or more members of the committee. The com
mittee shall then be giverJ. ten (10) days in which to file addition
al signature papers and to cor:rect the petition in all other re
spects~ but they may not change the statement or· the grounds upon 
which the recall is sought. If at the end of that time the City 
Clerk finds the petition still insufficient or irregular he shall 
notify all the members of the committee to that effect and shall 
file the petition in his office. No further action shall be 
taken thereon, 

10.16 Recall election: If the petition or amended petition 
be found sufficient;-tfie-City Clerk shall transmit it to the 
Council without delay, and shall 2lso officially notify the person 
sought to be recalled of the sufficiency of the petition and of 
the pending action. The Council shall at its next meeting, by 
motion~ provide for the holding of a special recall election not 
less than thirty (30) nor more than forty-five (45) days thereaf
ter, provided that if any other municipal election is to occur · 
within sixty (60) days after such meeting, the Council may in 
its discretion provide for the holding of the recall election at 
that time. 

10.17 ErQ£~ggrg_~1_rgQ~ll_Q1~£1i2n: In the published call 
for the election, whether _posted on bulletin boards or printed in 

the official paper, there shall be: given the statement of the 
grounds for the recall and also, in not more than five hundred 
words, the answer of the officer concerned in justification of 
his course ill office. Candidates to succeed the officer to be 
recalled shall be nominated in the usual way, and the election 
shall be conducted as far as possible, in accordance with the 
usual procedure in municipal elections. 

10.18 Form of recall ballot: Unless the officer whose re
moval is sought-shall-have-resigned within ten (10) days after 
the receipt by the Council of the completed recall petition, the 



form of the ballot at such election shall be as near as may be; 
"Shall A be recalled?" the name of the officer whose recall is 
sought being inserted in place of A and the electors shall be per
mitted to vote separz.tely 11Yes 11 or ?1No 11 upon this question. The 
ballot shall also cont&in the na.ines of the candidates to be voted 
upon to fill the vacancy, in case the recall is successful, under 
the caption: 11 Candidates to fill the place of A, if recalled, 11 

But the officer whose recall is sought shall not himself be a candi
date upon such ballot. In cese a majority of those voting for and 
c6ainst the recall of any official shall vote in favor of recalling 
such official he shall be thereby removed from office, and in that 
event the can!idate who receives the highest number of votes for his 
place shall be elected thereto for the remainder of the unexpired 
term. If the officer sout~ht to be recalled shall have resigned 
within ten (10) days after the receipt by the Council of the com
pleted recall petition, the form of ballot at the election shall be 
the samei as nearly as may be, as the form in use at a regular 
municipa election. 

10 ~ 19 !tgggJ;;b_Qf_f!J:ft§Iffigg..,__~1~£ti.QfLQi_Y!'gI£l~.! \ihen the officer 
soui;;h·t to be :recalled is a vra.rd alderman? only voters who a.re :resi• 
dents in his warCL shall be eligible to sign the recall petition and 
vote at the recall electl<;m and the required nut:1ber of signatures 
on the petition shall be based on the total number of voters reg•
istered in the ward on the date of the preceding regular municipal 
election. 
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ARTICLE 11. 

Gi..NERAL PROVISIONS 

11.01 Official Publications: The Council shall annually 
designate a legal-newspaper-of-general circulation in the City 
as its official newspaper in which shall be published ordinances 
and other matters required by law to be so published as well as 
such other matters as the Council may deem it in the public in
terest to have published in this manner. 

11.02 Q~th_Q£_Qf£!£g: Every officer of the City shall, before 
entering upon ·the duties of his office 1 take and subscribe an oath 
of office and file the same in the office of the City Clerk. 

11,03 Qffi£1s1-~£usi: The City Clerk and Treasurer and such 
other officials or employees as the Coun.cil may by ordinahce re
quire so to do, shall give bond in such amount and with such 

corporate surety as may be approved by the Council. The premiums 
on such bonds shall be paid by the City. 

11,04 YaQ.s~.lJ!g_g,t,rgg.:1!§.t Ho street, alley or other public 
place within the City shall be vacated except by ordinance adopted 
by the Council approved by six (6) members thereof, after a public 
hearing before the Council upon ten (10) days published notice of 
the time and place of such hearing. A record of such vacation 
shall be made in the Office of the Register of Deeds of Otter Tail 
County. 

11. 0 5 .QQ!l~illldQP.Q§_Q£_frge.~~~-Qff.1£.§~_,s!!J£L;mm12lQl~~§.: All 
persons holding administrativG offices at the time this charter 
takes effect shall continue in office and in the performance of 
their duties until provisions shall have been made in accordance 
herewith f'or the performance of their duties or the discontinuance 
of such office. 'I'he powers conf'erred and the duties imposed upon 
any office, department or agency of the City by the laws of the 
State shall, it such office 1 department or agency be abolished by 
this charter or under its authority, be thereafter.exercised and. 
discharged by the office, department or agency designated by the 
Council unless otherv1ise provided herein. Any persons holding an 
office or position in the City government under civil service when 
this charter takes effect, shall con-t;inue in that office and shall 
thereafter be sq.bject in all respects to the provisions of this 

amended charter, the civil service laws and ordinances in effect 
in the City and the General laws of the State of Iiinnesota. Other 
persons in the City servic·e at the time this charter takes effect 
shall be regarded as holding their positions under p:rovisional 
appointments. 

11,06 §1a~Y]§§_NQ.t_!ffg£t~£_.Ql_,t1l]§UfY!!§Ui: All general laws 
and statutes of the State applicable to cities operating under 
home rule charters? and/or appliceble to cities of the same class 
as the City of l?ergus Fa.11s 9 and not inconsistent with the pro
visions of this charter, shall apply to the City and shall be 
construed as supplementary to the provisions of this charter. 
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11.07 QQuiiu~~u£g_Qf~Biahi~~-QQu1rs£1~~-Q£l1g~t!QUe~~E2£1!~ 
!m.t2!.QY~l!!-S1!lta~-gt_,g.!.: The City shall continue to own all the property, 
rights, and privileges, and shall be subject to all the legal obli
gation$ of the City in effect at the time of the adoptior» of' this 
charter. v✓ithout limiting the generality of the foregoing, all 
contracts entered into by the City, or for its benefit, prior to 
the taking effect of this charter, shall continue in full force 

9nd effect and public improveme11ts for which legislative steps 
have been taken under laws or charter provisions existing at the 
time this charter takes effect may be carried to completion as 
nearly as practicable in accordance with the provisions of such 
existing laws and charter provisions. 

11.08 Existing Ordinances Continued: All ordinances and 
regulations of-the-fil'tyin-force-when-tii!s charter takes effect, 
and not inconsistent with the provisions thereof, are hereby con
tinued in full force and effect until amended or repealed. 

11.09 Qrgin.sU£~g-~o-~gkg_ghgr1~r-~ii££1!l~: The Council is 
hereby empowered to, and it shall by ordinance make such regula
tions as m.ay be necessary to carry 011t and make effective the pro
visions of this amended charter. 

11.10 Effective Da.te of Charter Amendment: This charter 
amendment shall-become-operatTve-a~d-effective-on the 31st day of· 
December, which follows its final approval by the voters of the 
City. . 



TRANSMITTAL ORDER 

To the Honorable Henry A. Winther, Mayor and Chief E:2tecutive Officer 
of the City of Fergus Falls; 

We, the undersigned board of 15 free-holders, heretofore duly 
appointed by the District Judges of the Seventh Judicial District in 
which the City of Fergus Falls is sttuated, to draft a proposed 
charter and amendments thereto for the said City of Fergus Falls 
pursuant to Section 36 of Article 4 of the Constitution of 
Minnesota and the Laws of the :State of Minnesota enacted in pur
suance thereof, do hereby respectfully return, submit and deliver 
to you as the chief magistrate and e:>~ecutive officer of said City 
of Ferg"l.tS Falls, the foregoing proposed amendment to the Charter 
of the City of Fergus Falls, which charter was adopted by the 
qualified voters of the City of Fergus Falls in 1903, and which 
said charter is in effect an amendment to the Home Rule Charter of 
said City adopted in 1903. 

tmd we do hereby respectfully propose and submit for adop~ 
tion by the qualified voters of the City of Fergus Falls the fore
going proposed amendment to said City Charter as returned and 
proposed by the undersigned Board of Freeholders, constituting the 
Charter Commission of the said City this 26th day of September, 
1956. 

/s/ Howard Lavalley 
/s/ V. C. Jensen 
/s/ Melvin W,, Townsend 
/s/ M. G. Brimhall 
/s/ G. M. Kantrud 
/s/ W. F .. Ebersviller 
/s/ Earl C. Hanson 
/s/ Mrs. J. C. Hoff 
/s/ John L. Townley, Jro 
Is/ H. E. Swenson 
/s/ Audrey B. Monson 
/s/ Mrs. H. W. Britt 
/s/ Vernon C. Arneson 



CERTIFICATION 

I, Henry A. Winther, Mayor of the City of Fergus Falls, Minnesota, do 
hereby certify that the hereto attached document was duly prepared by a 
board of 15 freeholders, duly appointed by the Judges of the District 
Court of the District in which said City of Fergus Falls is situated, pur
suant to section 36 of ,Article 4 of the constitution of the State of 
Minnesota and the Laws of the s·tate of Minnesota enacted in pursuance 
thereof, for the purpose of submitting amendments to the Charter of said 
City and by said Board of Freeholders duly presented to the Mayor of said 
City and by him duly presented to the City Council of said City, who 
thereupon duly ordered said proposed amendment to the City Charter to be 
submitted to the voters of said City at a spacial election to be held for 
that purpose· Nove.mber 6th, 1956. 

I further certify that said election was duly held on said date and 
said proposed amend.ments to the City Charter were duly ratified by the 
voters of said City at said election by the following votei 3636 votes 
for the adoption of said proposed a.mend.ments to the City Charter and 1290 
votes against the adoption of said proposed amendments to the City Charter 
and no spoiled ballots, there being a total o:f' 4926 votes cast in said 
election. · 

IN TESTUi10NY YJHEREOF 1 I have hereunto fixed my name as Ma.11or of said 
Oi ty and caused the seal of this City to be affixed this t.f..-:!?E.day of 
November, 1956. · - • 

.ATTEST: 

~£:~. 
1 y c er -

City of Fergus Falls, Minnesota 

Philip R. Monson 
Attorney for Charter Commission 
Fergus Falls, Minnesota 

s, 
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