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AUSTIN, MINNESOTA. 
..--

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS. 
The follow:'lg amendments to the 

Omrter of t11e City of Austin .are 
framed, adopted and proposed by the 
Charter Board, Board of Freeholders 

· of the City of Austin, pursuant to 
Section 756 Revised Laws of Min
nesota for 1905, and act& ameu-datory 
thereto. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1, TERMS OF 
APPOINTIVE OFFICERS. 

Section 9 · of Chapter 2, is amend
ed by adding thereto at the end there
of, the following to-wit: ''Officers ap~ 
pointed by the Mayor or Council, ex
-cept as herein otherwise provided, 
shall hold their respective offices for 
the term of two vears, or such less
er time as the Mayor or Council may 
.at the time of election or appointment 
designate; but no such officers shall 
hold office beyond the first Monday 
in May following the next city elec
tion after his appointment, except as 
he holds offict: until his successor is 
elected and qualified," 

414 ta.tit, the ti$1r.1 

.:::/:;L'IK .. 
AMENDMENT NO. 2, OATH OF 

CLAIMANTS . 
Section 8 of Chapter 3, is amended 

,by inserting after the word, 'claim~ 
.ant" in the sentence ''All elaims and 
demands against the city, before they 
are allowed by the Common Council, 
shall· be fully · itemized and verified 
'by the oath of the claimant, and sha!I 
lie nled in the- ,office of th.~ City Re
,eorder" the words, "or by some-one 
in his behalf." 

AMENDMENT NO. 3, REPORTS 
DEFECTS IN STREETS, ETC. 
Section 12 of Chapter 31 is amend

ed by striking out and eliminating 
therefrom the following words: "And 
shall also report in detail any defects 
,he may have discovered in any street, 
sidewalk, crossing, bridge or culvert 
in said city, together ,vith his recom
mendation as to the best meam ror 
Tepairing thereof, which said report 
shall be by the City Recorder pre
sented to the Council at said meetmg; 
but until such report is filed as above 
provirled no salary shall be alloweJ 
-0r paM said street commissioner." 



AMENDMENT NO. 4, PRINTING, 
Sectio1t 19 of Chapter 3 is hereby 

amended by striklng out and eli111inat
ing therefrom the word, "school." 

AMENDMENT NO. 5, EXPIRA
TION OF LICENSE, 

Paragraph x of Section 6 of Chap
ter 5, is hereby amended by adding 
after the sentence, "Provided that all 

'licenses except for exhibitions, cara
vans, . circtlses, menageries, concerts 
and theatrical performances shall ex
pire on the first day of July of each 
year next following the issuing there
of'' the following words, to-wit "Un
less it shall be sooner terminated by 
the ordinance, resolution or order un, 
der or by which it was i?ranted." 

AMENDMEN'.I' NO. 6, LIQUOR 
LICENSTu BOND. 

"' Paragraph 2 of Section 6, of Chap• 
ter 5, is hereby an1ended by adding 
thereto at the end thereof the .follow
ing words, to-wit: "TTnless the stat
utes of the State of MinHesota sha11 
provide for a bond to be given prior 
to .the issuance of. a liqt\or · license, 
and in such case a bond conforming 
to surh statutory law shall be suffi-
cient." ' 

AMENDMENT NO. 7, ~OARD OF 
REVIEW, 

Section I7 of .('';nter 5 is here
by amended by strikl,ig out and elim
inating the words, ''five persons who 
shall constitute a .Board of Review'' 
and substituting thct'efor the words 
''a Bo;ird of Review consisting of," 

AMENDMENT NO, 8, 'l'IME OF 
ESTIMATE. 

Section 4 of Chapter 6 is hereby 
amended by striking out and elitt1in
ating the words "third Monday" and 
inserting in lieu thereof the words, 
"first Friday," · 

AMENDMENT NO. 9, WATER 
AND LIGHT FUND. 

The paragraphs, commencing with 
the words, "The water works fµnd'' 
and "The electric, gas and· power 

-fund'' in"Sectio11 10 ..:,f Chapter 6, are· 
he,•eby stricken out and eliminated, 
and there is substituted therefor the 
following, to-wit, "The water and 
light fond, into which shall be paitt 
all money received from water rents, 
commercial and street lighting and 
power, gas and heat, and from which 
shall be paid to the extent thereof all 
expenses and outlay connected wit\· 
the water works, electric light, pow
er, gas and heat and for the payment 
of principal and interest on water 
works, electric light, power, heat and 
~as bonds. The receipts· and outlay 
shall be, at least annually, allocated 
as accurately as may be to wa.ter, 
light, power. heat and gas accounts. 
Whenever a deficiency occurs in this 
fui1d, mo11ey may be transferred from 
the general fund thereto; and if there 
be surplus in this fund, money may be 
transferred therefrom to the gene.ral 
fond. This fund shall be subject to 
the order of the proper officers of 
the Board of Water, Electric Gas and 
Power Commissioners." 

AMENDMENT ,NO. u:, PARR. 
. BOARD ESTIMATE. · 

Section 3 of Chapter 12 is hereby 
tmen~lerl by striking out the words 
.Pr,ov1ded that the amount of such 
estimate shall not . in any one year 
exce~d t~e sum of $moo." and inse1:t~ 
• '?,is 1r1 lteu thereof the words, "pro
nded the. amount of such estimate 
shaU not 1t1 any one year exceed the 
,SU~ o,f - $2500 for beautifying and 
ma111ta1,n111g: not howe_ver limiting• 
the estimate and e.xpcmd1tute for ex-
tensions/' · 

AMENDMENT NO n, BONDS 
AND UNDEn.TAKINGS. . 

Cpapter r4 is hereby amended l>y 
adding ~hereto a section to be known 1 -:;s Section No. 13, as follows tO•\vit: ' 
Whenever a bond has .been ot is re• 

qu_ired to l:5e given under the terms ot 
tlus charter or any resolution, ordin• 
ance, rule or regulation of the Com
mon Council or any board, such bond 
m~y _be either a bond, signed by the 
.pr10c1pal and the surety or sureties 
or an under~aking signed by the sure! ,. 
tty or sureties, and the security on 
such bond or undertaking shall be 
.executed by two or tnore persons whfr 
.are free holders of the State of Min-
11.esota and who shall truly justify in 
,an amount equal to twice the amount 
,of the bond, or it shall be exec.uted by 
a corporate surety company •author~ 
faed to do business in the State of 
Mimtesota."' 

AMENDMENT NO. .13, CURBS. , 
Paragraph 51 of Section 6 of Chap• 

ter 5 and Section I of Chapter 7 an. 
each hereby amended by addillg 
thereto after. the word· "grade" in 
,each. the w;ord '1ct1tb .. " Section .~! of 
·Chapter 8 ts hereby amended by add
ittg ther{'lo after the word ''repaved" 
the wo. ,1 'ct,rbed.!' 

AMENL]l(tf:NT NO. 14, CITY EN
GINEER. 

Section 16 of Chapter 3 is hereby 
.amended by striking out and elimin
.a'ting the wot& "civil" from the words 
"City Civil Engineer," Section r7 of 
said chapte~ is hereby amended by 
striking ou(; th" words "civil engin
•eer'' and sub•t;, uting therefore the 
·words. '1ity 1i,;meer," Section. 2 ,n 
·Chapter 12 1s hereby amended by 
·striking out the words ''City Survey
or" and substituting therefore ~e 

., words "City Engineer." 

AMENDMENT NO. 15 STREET 
SPRINKLING. 

Chapter 8 is hereby amended by 
striking out attd eliminating the 
whole of section IS, and substituting 
in. lief the!'.eof thefollo'l{lngwords, to
w1t: ·Sectton 15; the Common Coun
cil shall !>y ordinance or resotutiott 
desi~natethe streets or parts of street~ 
\yhich shall besprinkled,and mayfrom 
time to time make additions thereto 
or eliminations, therefrom l provided 
~hat when the owners of a majority 
in frontage Of assessable property on 
.any J>treet or part of a street not less 
than one bJock 1ong and contiguou~ 
to a sprinkled street, shall, on or be
fore April rst in any year, petition 
for sprinkling, then such petition shal! 
he granted; and provided further, 
that when the owners of a majority 
in frontage of assessable property 011 
any street or part of a street not less 
than four blocks long. shall on or be
fore April 1st in any year petition 
against sprinkling, 'then such petition 
shall be granted for the then current 
sprinkling season. · 



On or before September rst of each 
year, the city recorder shall prepare 
.an assessment roll, describil1g the 
property benefitted by such sprink-

. ling, and shall apportion the total 
cost of the season's sprinkling, so that: 
each piece of property benefited 
·therel v shall pay its just proportion 
thereof. The cost shall include all . 

,outlay then made, and the estimated 
outlay to the end of tne season. The 
allottment on side streets shall be ap
portioned fairly and equitably to the 
property on each s:de to th.e center of 

.abutting blocks, in the manner and 
proportions which the Common 
Council shall determine. 

Such sprinkling may be done by 
-contract or by city employees, as the 
·Common Council shall determine. -
Sprinkling in front of exempt prop- 1 

-erty, shall be paid out of the ~eneral 
fund, 

At the first regular meeting in 
September, the Common Council 
shall examine such assessment roll 
.and correct the same and ·shall heat 
.,u1y and all objectfons thereto, and 
when the_ objections, if any, are 
heard, and the corrections, if any, are 
made, the Common Council shall 
.::onfirm the assessment and the as
sessment· so confirmed and estab
lished, shall be final, conclusive and 

·binding upon all persons interested, 
.and no appeal shall lie in any case, 
from such confirmation, 

The City Recorder shall immediate
ly thereafter notify by mail all known 

•Owners of property assessed for 
.sprinkling, of the amount of the 1:ost 
-of such sprinkling, advising sucl, 
owner that payment of said sum may 
be made to the city treasurer, on or 
hefore the 1st day of October 0£ such 
season and that if such · payment is 
not then made, the amount of the as
sessment will be increased by ten per 
•cent, for interest, costs and expenses. 

All assessments not paid on or be
fore October 1st, shall he increased 
by ten per cent, for the purpose of 
pay~ng tlie interest thereon and the 

•costs and expenses attendant upor. · 
·the collection thereof. 

All assessments levied hereunder 
shall be specific liens upon the real· 
estate upon which the same are im-

- posed, and ;;hall be ta:i-..--ed as any other 
special improvement, and the assess
ment for sprinkling may be in the 
following form, or in any other form 
which the Common Council may 
adopt. 

The Common Council of the City 
of Austin does hereby as$ess and 
levy upon aµd against the several lots, 
'blocks and parcels of land below de
-scribed and the buildings and im
provements thereon, the respective 
·sums of money set opposite each lot, 
block and parcel. This assessment is 
levied to defray the costs and expense 
-of sprinkling the street fronting the 
said lots and parcels of land during 
the season of 19-, and said assess
ment is proportioned in accordance 
with the benefits derived by the vari
ou~ pieces an4 parcels of property, 
butldrngs and improvements thereon, 
fronting on tne portion of the street 
so sprinkled. 

Name of Owner, if known. De
scription of land. Lot, Block, Addi-" 
tion, Amount. 

Passed by a vote of the yeas and 
-nays, at a meeting of the Common 
Council held on the ••..•..•.•• day of 
••.•••••. , ..•••••.••• 19 ••• 

Yeas •..•..•...••.. Nays •••....• 
Approved •• , .•.•...••••.••.••.•• 

Attest: 
Mavor, 

The City Recorder shall make r~
turns to the County Auditor of Mow 
et County, of all unpaid sprinkling 
.assessments, and shall add to each 
ten per cent of the amount there,.,f, 
for interest, costs and expenses. 

In all cases where there shall be 
irregularity in the proceeding or irt 
the assessment, whereby ahy · court 
shall hereafter cause the assessment 
to be declared void or. set aside, ,the 
Common Council shall. without un
necessary delay, make a re-assess
ment to defray the expense of such . 
sprinkling, which re-assessment shal1 
he made in ~onformity with · faw and 
this charter, and enforce and collect 
it in the same manner that other as
sessments are enforced and collected 
under this charter." 

AMENDMENT NO. 16, SIDE
WALKS. 

Section 13 of chapter 8 is hereby 
amended by striking out and elimin
ating the words "and the time within · 
which the same sha!l be completed;'' 
.also by striking out and eliminating 

··. the words "and in front' of or adja
cent to what lots, tracts or parcels of 
land;" also by striking .out the words 
''following. the time · within which 
said work is ordered to be completed 
.and;" also by adding thereto after the 
w.:,rds "Said resolution shall state up
on what street, lane, or alley;'' the 
words "and descdbing the termirti;" 
also by adding to the end of said sec
tion the following words, to-wit: 
"The Common Council shall thereaf
ter cause suc_h• sidewalks to be laid, 
relaid or repaired, _ but in case active 
work is co1 ••• nenced by the oroperty 
owner in the _ laying, relaying or re
pair of such sidewalk and continued 
without unnecessary interruptio11, be
fore a contract therefor is let by the 
Common Council or work thereon 
commenced under its direction, theu 
such assessmeut shall be cancelled -0r 
when paid shall be refunded.'' 

'\To error or informality in any ac
tion taken by the Common , Council 
,r fhe ordering or 'iividing oi such 
~sse;;~1nents into ;rtstallments or ~he 
execution, delivery or issite of any, 
sqch certificate, or in any proceedings 
eonnected with the making of saitl · 
assessments or the issuance of such 
certificate, shall h1 any manner inval
idate such certificates or assess
ments." 

AMENDMENT NO. 17, SIDE
WALK REPAIRS, 

Section r4 of chapter 8 is hereby 
amended hy adding thereto at the 
hegirtning thereof the followin~ 
words, to-wit: ''Repairs of sidewalks 
when necessary may be made by t1te· 
street commissioner, under the direc
tion of the Common Council or on 
his own motion, and the disrepair of 
the wa11L., bhall be deemed sitfficient 
notice to the property owner .. and 
when made the expense thereof shall 
be' reported by the str':!et .comntis
sioner to the Common Council, and 
such expense shall be assessed to the 
propertv benefited.'' 



AMENDMENT NO .. I8, CEPTIF!
CATES OF INDEBTEDNESS. 
Chapter 8 is hereby amended by 

striking out and eliminating there
from the whole of section 32, and 
substituting therefor the following; 
to-wit: "All receipts from assess
ments for street impro,·ements here
tofore or hereafter made and 
all outlay:; therefor, shall be credited 
and charg~d to the street improve
ment fund, but the city recorder shall 
keep. separate accou11ts of the receipts 
and disbursements of each of said im
provements as separately designated 
in the ordinance or resolution order
ing the same, ,d into such accounts 
shall be paid .,_ money transferred 
from the gene1&i fond, 01 the install
ments levied in the budget as herein
after provided, as ordP-red hir the 
Common Council, for the purpose of 
paying the cost of Streh improvement~ 
on street intersections and in front of 
exempt property and other' outlay 
made necessary or proper· by reason 
of such improvements, and from such 
accounts shall be paid all the i;osts of 
such improvemefits,' it'1cluding the 
costs thereof on street intersection& 
and in front of exempt property and 
including outlay made necessary or 
proper by reason of such improve
ments. 

The Common Council may consol
idate two ·or more of such accounts 
or parts of accounts, and 1nar divide 
a11y such account 1nto two or more 
acco11nts, and in such case shall desig
nate the names by which such new 
accounts shall be known, but no such 
<:onso!idation or divisior shall be 
made unless substantial justice is 
thereby done toward th~ property 
owners along such several improve
ments. 

For the purpose rif 'providing funds 
for such several accounts, the Co111 
mon Council may from time to time 
issue the certificates 0£ indebtedness 
of the City conditioned to be paid out 
of such accounts. The certificates 
shall bear date when issued and de
livered, shall be under the corp.orate 
,:ieal of the city, signed by the mayor 
and attested by the city recorder, and 
may be i11 such sums and due at such 
times as the council may from time 
to time determine. Such certificati:s 
shall bear interest at not exceeding 
llix .per cent per annum, and shall b, 
payable at the office of the cit~ 
treasurer, but shaU not be 11egotlated 
for less than par value. The 1:1:,-rest 
may or may not be evidenceo 0: cou
pons, as the Council may dirt!.:'t Af
ter the completion of the improvement 
designated in any such senarate ac
count and the making of the assess~ 
ments as hereinbefore provided, then 
the balance of the outlay above the 
amount of such assessment, shall be_ 
transferred to said account from the 
general fund,· or the Council may by 
resolution provide that such amount 
shall be divided into. installments not 
exceedfi:tg ten, and such installments 
shall apnually thereafter be entered 
in the budget, including interest or. 
all deferred installments, or the 
amount of such installments with in 
terest may be thereafter annually 
transferred from the general fund to 
such aceouuts. After the cerl:ificate~ 
of iudeqtedness are wholly paid, any 
surplus or shortage in such accounta 
shall be transferred to or from the 

· general fund. 

. AMENDMENT NO. 20 RE AS 
. SESSMENTS. ' - • 

Sect1en r7 of chapter 8 is hereby 
~mended b~; ~nserting after the w-0rd 

heretofore in the first line thereof 
the \yords "or hereafter." ' 

AMENDMENT NO. 2I. 
Section r of Chapter .8 is hereby 

:mel}ded tY striking ; out the word 

h
ordmance and ~ubstituting therefor 

t e word "resohtt1o.n." 



l\ 
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