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CB.APTER 1 

MAME, :BOUNDARIES AND POWERS 

OF THE CIT! 

SEOTION 1. The Oit-y bf Ad.a. in the County of Nol:'I!lall in the State of Minnesota. 

shall, upon the taking effect of this Charter, continue to be a city under the 

na.me of the Oity of Ada, and shall continue to be a municipal corporation and shall 

include the following described land and territory situated in the County of Norman, 

St.ate of Minnesota.; 

rouND.ARIES 

tommencing at a point a.t the southwest corner of the Northeast C/,u.arter of th.ti 

~fl")rtheast Quarter (NE¼NE¼) of Section Eight (8), thenee southward one (l) mile to 

the southwest corner of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Q;u.arter (NE¼NE¼' of 

Seetion Seventeen (17), thence east •One (l) mile and l!lighty (80) rods to the south

e~,r;t coi-ner of the Northeast Co:tarter o;f' the Northeast Qu.arter (NE¼NE¼) of Section 

S:'.xti:ien (16), thence northward Two Hundred Forty (240) rods to the south~ast corner 

or tae Northeast Quarter (NE¼) of Section Nine (9), thence west One Hund.red Sixty 

(1£0) rods to the so~thwest eorner ~f the Northeast ~ter (NE¼) of Section Nine 

(9), thence north Eighty (80) rods to the northeast corner of the Southeast Quarter 

of the Northwest Quarter (SE¼;NW¼) of Section Nine (9), thence west Two Hundred Forty 

(24o) rods to plaoe of beginning. 

SECTlON 2. The Oit-y shall have all powers of loc~l 1el!~govemment and home 

rule ana all powers possible 'for a. lllUtticipal corporation to have under the Cons.ti ... 

tu.tion of' the State of Minnesota.. '?he City shall have all powers possessed by muni

cipal ooZ"PQrationu at common law and that now or he:rea.:fter 1lllcy be grante4 to munici

puities by the laws of the State ~f Minnesota. ill such pewers •hall be exerQised 

in the W:!liiler prescribed in \hie Ohe.rter Ot' 'by the laws of" the Sta.te of Minnesota, 

or if not ;o prescribed. as sha.11 be provided. by ordinance of the Couno11. 

SE~ION 3., ~e :provisions of thiSI Charter shall be oonstru.ed liberally in fa'Vl-..

or of the city. to the end that it may have &11 the powers necesse.ey for the effic

ient conduct of its municipal affairs. The speoifio mention of J)artioular ll1Unioipa,l 

powers in other sections of this Oba.rter shall not be construed as limiting the 

general powers of the City to those specifically mentioned.. 
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OlIA.PnIB, 2 

'POWERS - - - HOW EXERCISED 

SJl.lCT!OJ:7 4. All powers of the City, unless otherwise specifically provided 

by this Charter. shall oe exercised 'by the City Counoil or under its direction, 

subject to the referendum ~owers o:f' the voters. 

SECTIONS. All ordinances, resolutions. by-laws and rules existing at the 

time o:f the ad.o:Ption of this Charter shall continue in full force and e:t':fect until 

amended or repealed. 

SECTION 6. The present division of the City into two wards with their exist~ 

.ing boundaries shall be continued until changed by ordinance. 

SECTION 7. The exis~ing departments, divisions. boards a.nd funds o:f' the 0.1.·:y 

Government are continued except as expressly changed by the provisions of this 

Charter until the same shall be changed by the adoption o:f an Administrative Code 

as hereinafter provided. Within six months after the adoption of this Charter, 

the City Oottncil sbal1 by ordinance adopt an .Administrative Code providing a eom ... 

plate ~lan of administrative organization and management of the City Government and 

creating in conformity with the express provisions of' this Charter such departments, 

divisions, boards and funds as they may deem advisable. Thereafter, except as es

tablished by the provisions of' this Charter the Oi ty Council may by ordinance 

adopted by :five ... sevenths vote of all the aldermen amend tho Administrative Code or 

adopt a new Aclntlnistrativa Code, but no such change in the .Administrative Code 

shall be made in such manner as to affect any rights of the City or the time and 

manner of payment of·any obligations due to or by the City with respect to any fund· 

established by the Administrative Code. 
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OH.APTER 3 

" 

ElllCT!VE OFFICERS ~-n ELECTIONS 

SECTION 8. The elective o:f':f'icers of the City shall be a Mayor, seven aldermen 

and a Judge and Special Judge o:f' the Municipal Court. Of the seven aldermen, three 

shall be elected at large and two from each ward; provided, that in the event the 

number o:f' wards should be increased to more than two, one alderman shall be elected 

:f'rom each ward and the remainder shall be elected at large. All elective of;f'icers 

Shall be qut:,,li:fied electors o:f' the City or ward in which they shall be elected and 

all elective officers holding office when this Charter takes e:f:f'ect shall continue 

:ln. o:f':f'ice until the first Monday following the first Tuesday in January thereafter. 

:Che alderman and the Judge and Special Judge of the Municipal Court shall hold 

,;b,eir office for four yea.rs and the Mayor shall hold. his office :for two yBars; 

~X09pt that at the first election after the charter is adopted the aldermen at 

:.arge shall be elected for two years and thereafter for four years; provided, that,_, 

tth:mever there is an increase in the number o:f wards,- the Alderman in each ward 

v~1or,o term first expi~es shall be deemed an Alderman at Large,'and all electiv0 

of:f.:.cers shall continue in office until their successors have duly qu.ali:fied. 

SEr.TION 9. Every o:f:ficer of the City, elected or appointed, shall be:fore 

0ntering upon the duties o:f his o:f:fice take and subscribe an oath o:f of:fice in 

.;ubstantially the following form: rtI do solemnly swear (or a:f:firn) to suppor~ th1:; 

0onsti tut ion of the Un:i.ted St.ates and o:f this State, and to discharge :faith.fully 

the duties devolving upon me as - - ... - - - -

o:f :ny judgment and ability. 

o:f the City o:f .l!.da to the bes.; 

SECTION 10. Wei ther the Mayor nor any alderman shall hold any paid municipal 

o:f:f'ice or employment under the City nor, until one year after the expiration o:t' 
ap~ointive 

their terms o:f office, shall be appointed to ahy paid/office or employment under 

the City which office or employment was created or the salaries of which were in, .. 

creased during their term as Mayor or Alderman. 

SECTION 11. The Council shall :f'ix the compensation o:f all officers elected 

or appointed under this Charter and the compensation so fixed shall not be changed, 

increased or diminished. during the term :for which such of:ficer is elected or ap•• 

pointed except that the Council may by resolution adopted by five-sevenths vote o:.:· 

all the Aldermen authorize additional compensation when in their judgment such in

crease is warrantod; provided, that the compensation o:f' the Mayor shall be One 

Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per year and Alderman shall be Fi:f'ty Dollars ($50.00) 

por year and their compensation shall not be increased unless the question of such 

increase is submitted to and approved. by the voters. 
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SECTION 12. :Biennial City- elections shall be held on the first 1uesday :follow ... 

ing tho :first Monday of December in each odd nUlllbered year and the officers elected 

shall take office on the first Monday after the first Tuesday in January :following 

such election. 

SECTION 13. All elections, general and special, shall be conducted under the 

general election laws of the State of Minnesota. 

SECTION 14. Whenever a vacancy occurs in any of the elective or appoin·tj.vo 

offices specifically provided in this Charter, such vacancy shall be filled for the 

unexpired term of such official by resolution of the Council and any vacancies 

ocuurring in any appointive o:f:fice provided for by the Admi11.istrative Code may ':1e 

:fitled in the ma.~ner provided in said Administrative Code; except that any vacancy 

in the office of Judge and Special Judge of the Municipal Court shall be filled in 

~fa.0 man..ri.f.n: provided in the Constitution of this State and any- vacancy- occurring :i,n 

the 0:ffioe of City Attorney and Police Department shall 'be filled by the Mayor. All 

~p-,ointive officials except the City Clerk, the Treasurer, City Attorney and Police 

0:f.ticors, may 'be removed at any time at the pleasure of the Cou.ncilj and t::ie City 

Jti,c"!'ney and Police G)ff'icers may be removed at any time at the pleasure of tho Mayor. 

In addition the Council shall have power by resolution to declare that a vacancy 

ex.lsts in any elective office by reason of the :failure of such •f:ficial without 

good cause to perform any of the duties o:f such office or may by resolution dete:r-rn~ve 

that it 5.s necessary to remove the City Clerk or Treasurer; pro·dded that such rf.l• 

so:!.ution shall set :f )rt;i the reasons for declaring a vacancy to exist :.n any elec

tive office or for removal of the City Clerk tr Treasurer and fix. a time, place and 

hour when the Council will meet for a public hearing thereon; providedt that such 

~esolution shall be published at least once in the official newspaper of tho City 

not less than ten days prior to the date of such hearing. The action of the Council 

in declaring such vacancy or removing such. officials f~llowing the J)Ublication of 

the rooolu~ion and hearing, shall be £inal, 

2. 
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CHAPTER 4 

EXElCUTIVE AND ADMUfISTBATIVE OFFICERS 

SECTION 1.5. The Mayor. The Mayor shall be recognized as the official head 

o:f the City for all ceremonial :purposes, and by the Governor for military :purposes, 

Ho shall be the chief executive officer o:f the City and shall have command. and con ... 

trol o:f its police force. It shall be his duty to see that the laws of the Stato 0 

the provisions of this Charter and the Ordinances of the City are duly observed ani 

em:forced within tho City and that all other officers of the City discharge their 

rospoctivo duties and to that end ma,,y institute and maintain on bchal:f of th0 City 

any appropriate action or proceeding against any delinquent o:f:ficcr. 

SECTION 16. Vice-Mayor. At its annual meeting in January :following the 

·,:.cnnial City election the Council shall choose one of its members as Vice-Mayor 

:'.:'o:~ tho next two years. The Vice-Mayor shall perform the duties o:f the Ma~ror dUt'•·• 

.. rs his absence or disability. 

SECTION 17. !ho Oity Clerk shall be appointed by the Council tmly by rosol•t'.1!,. 

'ion ad.optod by a :fiv0 ... sovenths vote o:f all the aldermen. Tho eity Clerk shall ·i,c 

:,,f"?O:i.nted solely on the basis of his fiscal and administrative qualifications a,nd 

:1c~d not, when appointed, be a resident o:f the City or State. At ittr first meeting 

~~ Sanuary following the adoption of this Charter the Council shall appoint a City 

Cl0rk for a term of one y0ar and shall ther0aftor appoint su•h City Clerk :for a 

iiorm of four years. The City Clerk may with the advice and consent of the Councj.J 

npp,:,int a Deputy C:tty Clerk to assist him and to perform his duties during his a·o,· 

ionce or disability~ 

The Olerk shall keep tho corporate seal of the City and all papers and records 

+.hereof except as otherwise provided in this Cha.rter or by the Administrative Code, 

attend. all meetings of the Council in person or by his Depu:t:, and keep a record of 

all proceedings thereof. He shall keep accounts showing the financial transactions 

0f all departments of the City upon :forms prescribed by him and approved by the 

Council. Ire shall not later than the f i:fteenth day of oach month prepare a, summary 

statement of the revenues and expenses for the preceding month, detailed as to 

appropriations and funds in such manner as t• show the exact financial condition 0£ 

the City and each department, division and o:f':fice thereof and submit the same to 

th0 Council at its ne,ct regular meeting. He shall :f'rom time to time give the 

Council ~uch in:f.o:rmation and recommend such measures as he shall deom advantageous 

to tho Cit1. He shall perform the duties imposed by law on City Clerks and such othu 

a~tics as may be provide& in tho Administrative Code. 

Tho City Clerk shall ha.ve the power to administer oaths and a:ffirmations and 

tako and certify aclmowledgmonts in all cases in which the same are required or 

1. 
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sanctj,oned by law. 

SECTIOlif' 18. The Treasurer. The Council shall appoint a City Treasurer :for 

a term of two years commencing on the first day of February in each even numbered 

year who shall perform the duties imposed upon City Treasurers by law and such 

other duties as may be provided in the Administrative Code. 

SECTIOlif' 19. The assessment of the pro:perty within the City limits o:f said 

City of Ada shall be made by an assessor appointed by the Council. Said asse.ssor 

slmll be appointed for two years. The assessor shall assess all property within 

said City limits conforming in all cases with the Laws of the State of Minnesota 

relating to city of the fourth class assessors and assessments. Provided if the 

(!011.tcfl deems it advise.ble the assessor can also act as deputy City Clerk.,, 

SEOTtON 20. The Mayor shall appoint the City Attorney whose term shall e;:i,::9i.~~"3 

~n the fifteenth day of January following the next biennial election. No person 

:. b·s,.ll be eligible to the office who has not been admitted to practice in all courts 

: n this State for at least three years prior to his appointment. He shall per:fo.;.•rr1 

f ·;_1 duties imposed by law on City Attorneys, shall act as prosecuting attorney in 

,. 1.:n1ici]?al court and perform such other duties consistent with his o:t':fice e.s the 

Oouncil shall impose by ordinance; prov.ia.ed, that the council shall have the right 

r,.,.J. power to employ special counsel for special matters or actions at law in wh:.r:ir~ 

Lhe City is interested. 

SECTION 21. The Mayor shall Rppoint the Chief of Police, one Patrolman and 

nn~ Special Pol i.ce Officer to act in the absence of the Chief and Patrolman, ar,d 

W1.11::h other Police Officers as provided for in the Administrative Code., 
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ORAP.rER 5 

OOUUCIL MEETINGS, 'RESOLUTIONS 
ORDINANCES AND REFE'.RElWUM 

SECTION 2.J1. The Council aha.11 consist of the Mayor and seven aldermen and 

the Mayor shall preside over its meetings bu.t the Mayor shall have no vote ex.capt 

in case of a tie when he shall have the :power to cast the deciding vote and in 

the case of emergency ordinances where he shall have no power o:f veto. The annual 

meeting of the Council shall be held on the first Monday after the first Tu.eoday 

in January each year at 7 :.30 o'clock P. M. at which time any newly elected members 

of the Council shall assume their duties. Thereafier regular council meetings 

r,hall be held at such times as may be })rescribed by Ordinance e:x:.cept that there 

ohall be not less than one regular council meeting each month and the time and 

me.nner of calling special council meetings shall also be :prescribed by Ordinanceo 

A majority of the Aldermen shall be a quorum to do business, but a less number may 

adjourn from time to time. All legislative action shall be by ordinance except as 

otherwise :provided by the laws of the State or by this Charter. The Council shall 

keep a journal of its proceedings which shall be a public record; and every final 

vote upon the passage of all ordinances and resolutions shall be by yeas and nays 

and entered in the journal; and no ordinance shall be passed without t 11e concur"• 

rence of a majority o:f' the Aldermen; and all meetings o:f' the Council SL1~:.1 be 

:public. No ordinance or resolution shall contain more than one subject which 

sh~].l be clearly expressed in its title and shall not be amended either af'tel' its 

introduction or passage so as to change its original subject or p-u.r:poseo 

SECTIOM ?J. The ena.etting cla'l).se of all Ordinances shall be 11The Council 

of tho Oity o:f Ada, Minnesota, does ordain: 11 Every Ordinance shall be presented in 

writing; shall be fully and distinctly read at two Council meetings; and at least 

three days shall elapse between the first and second readings thereof. Every 

Ordinance shall be published once in the official newspaper of the City or, in 

the event that at any time there is no legal newspaper pu.blished in the City» !:!hall 

be posted in three public places in the City. All Ordinances, except emergency 

Ordinances, shall talce e:ffect thrity days after their publication or posting unless 

re})ealed by referendum as hereinafter provided. 

SECTION 2f. An emergency ordinance is an ordinance for the immediate pr.e•~ 

eervation of the public peace, health or sa:fety, in which the emergency is de .. 

:fined or declared in a preamble thereto, and no emergency ordinance shall be pasa» 

ed without the concurrence o:f at least five aldermen. 

shall take effect immediately upon passage. NQ grant 

construed to be an emergency. 

An emergenoy ordinance 
or ordinance isauing bonds 

o:f any :franchis~hall 'be 
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SECTION ztf'. Every ordinance or resolution of the Council, except emergency 

ordinances, shall before it takes effect be presented. to the Mayar :f'or approval; 

if he shall approve it, he shall sign the same, but, if he disapproves it 1 he shall 

return it to the City Clerk with his objections thereto to be presented to the 

Council at its next regular meeting or at a special meeting called for that pu.r:pose. 

Upon the return of any ordinance or resolution by the Mayor, the vote by which same 

was passed shall be deemed to have been reconsidered and the question shall a.gain 

be put upon the passage of the same notwithstanding the objections of the Mayor1 

and, if upon such reconsideration the same shall pass by a five-sevenths vote of 

all the aldermen, it shall have the same effect as if approved by the Mayor. If 

an 0rdinance or resolution shall not be returned by the Mayor within three days ti 

Sr:.ndf!,ys and Holidays excluded, after it shall have been :presented to him: the same 

s:::i.a.11 have the same effect as if approved by him. 

SECTION 2~ The peopie of Ada reserve to themselves the power, in accord

ance with the :provisions of this Charter, to require ordinances or any part thereof\ 

other than emergency ordinances, passed by the Council to be referred to the voters 

for approval or disapproval through referendum. If, prior to the date when an 

ordinance takes effect, a :petition signed by qualified voters equal in number to 

:fifteen l)er cent of the total vote cast for Mayor at the last biennial election, 
quali:ffed voters 

bu:h inail. event not less than seventy-fl ve ,,be filed with the Ci t:r Clerk rAquesting 

that any such ordinance or part thereof be repealed, such ordinall:.le shall not take 

e:f:t'act and shall be la:.d over pending further proceedings as hereinafter providedo 

Any five voters may form a referendum oommi ttee. More than one copy of the 

same referendum petition may be circulated as a part of a single :petition, bu.t the 

circulator of each copy shall make an affidavit that such signature thereon is the 

genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be. Each petition shall 

be in substantially the following form: 

BEFERElifDUM PETITION 

Proposing the repeal of an Ordinance entitled 11- - - - - - - - - - - -
n 

(or part of an Ordinance entitled 11 -

as :follows: 11-

- - - - - - - - - - - 11 which part rends 

II .. A copy o:f said Ordinance is hereto 

uttached. The proposed repeal is sponsored by the following committee of voters~ 

Name Address 
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The undersigned qualified voters oi' the City of Ad.a, understanding the 

nature o:f the measure hereto attached and beli'eving it to be detr.imental to the 

welfare of the City, petition the Council for its repeal or submission to the 

voters for approval or rejection. 

Name of Voter Address 

All CO);>ies of the Petition ahall be filed in the .office 0£ the City Clerk 

as one instrument. Within five days after the filing of the Petition the City 

Clerk shall ascertain by examination whether the Petition is regular and has been 

signed by the required aFi!lli11111, of voters. If he finds the Petition insuffic

ient or irregular, he shall at once notify one or more of the Referendum Committee 

stating the reasons for his findings. The Committee shall then be given ten days 

in which to file additional copies of the Petition or a. corrected Petiti'1n., E· .. o 

Clerk shall present the Petition. or corrected petition, to the Council at its 

nnxt regular meeting, certifying it if he finds it regular and sufficient or; i:f' 

1.e finds it irregular and insufficient. stating that it was filed with him e.n·l 

1.1.i.s reasons for finding it insufficient or irregular. If certified, the Counu~l 

shall reconsider the ordinance or part thereof •o which objection has beer. made 

and either repeal the same or part thereof to which objection has been made or 

,:-opa.ss the ordinance without change. Should the ordinance be so repassed, ·~he 

Council shall immediately call an election to be held thereon and, if a majority 

of the votes cast on the question are opposed to the ordinance or part thereof:. 

i. t shall be deemed repealed; but i:f a majority favor the ordinance or part '\jhe ... •Po.: 

a.s passed by the Council, it shall take effect immediately, or upon the date there~ 

in specified. Should the Clerk: present the Petition to the Council with a find.in~ 

that it is insufficient or irregular, the COUJlcil ma:y either reeonsider and repeal 

the ordinance or pa.rt thereof to which objection is made: or may despite such 

intufficiency or irregularity of the petition refer the l!!a.tter to the voters; or 

may bJ resolution adopt the Clerks findings as to duch insufficiency or irregular-, 

ity in which case such determination shall be final mid the ordinance as origin

ally pa.seed ah.all be ill :full :force and ef'fect • ., . 
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CHAPTER 6 

PUBLIC UTILITIES 

The public waterworks, electric light and power system, 

sanitary sewer system, garbage and waste collection and disposal system, Municipal 

Hospital, and any other public utitlity from which a revenue is or may be derived 

whether now or hereafter owned and operated by the City shell be directly under the 

general management and control of the City Council with full power to do all things 

necessary :for the proper operation, maintenar1ce, improvement. acquisition ruid re

pair of such public utilities. 

Upon adoption of this Charter the City Council shall create a water, lightr 

sanitary sewer and disposal board; a hospital board an.d such other boards as the 

CoUJ.1cil sh.Pil.f~om time to time deem necessary. 

The personel of said boards slm.11 consist of two aldermen and three quali

fied voters of the City. 

The duties of said boards shall be to act in an advisory capacity to the 

Oit;r Council and any action taken by the said boards relating to management a..'1.d 

control shall be approved by the City Council. 

SECTIOU 23. Rates to be charged for all services. materi:us. labor or 

benefits :furnished by my such }Jublic utility, including charges to be ma.de for 

service or bene:fits furnished to the City as a whole or any of its deriartments; 

rules and regulations necessary to properly regulate furnishing such service and 

secure prompt payment of bills; the method by which the City may acquire ~.nd collect 

liens upon property :for unpaid bills; and the me.nner and extent to which the City 

shall o:peri:,.te such public utilities and furnish service outside the corporate limits 

o:f the City shall be established or changed only by ordinance. 

SECTIOli!' zp. It shall be the duty of the Council to see that rates are 

adequate to provide funds to properly operate and maintain and to :i;,a.y interest and 

principal on any indebtedness which may be incurred for capital expenditures £or ~ho 

:i.mprovement, acquisition, extension and repair of such public utilities. To provide 

funds necessary for capital expend.i tures the Council slw,11 have :power by ordinance 

to authorize the issuance of Revenue Warrants which shall be payable solely from the 

net revenues of the Public Utitlity Department and the City shall be expressly re

lieved by the terms thereof from any obligation to levy, collect, use or apply any 

baxes or moneys received from taxation to the pa.yment of either principal or inte:r.e:r~ 

on such Revenue Warrants except for the payment o:f service rendered to or benefits 

received by the City or any of its departments. Such ordinance shall fix the ma.~l

mum amount of Revenue Warrants thereby authorized; describe in general terms the 

1 .. 
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nature of the capital expenditures :f'or which they are to be issued; and may 

contain coven~nts determining what shall constitute net re'V'enues -of the l?u.blic 

Utility Department; whether all or part of the net revenues shall be pledged; 

and such other :provisions as the Council may deem necessary; provided, however, 

that no such ordinance shall ever be construed as an emergency ordinimce~ Such 

Revenue WA.rrants shall bear interest at not to exceed S% per annum, payable semi-, 

annually, ;:,..nd shall mature at such time or times, be in such :form and be sold 

under such tems as the Council may by resolution deem for the best interests of 

the City. The Council shall have power by resolution to issue Refunding Revenue 

ifarr1.:mts to refund outstanding Revenue Warrants whenever moneys :from the net 

revenues pledged are i~su:f':ficient to meet any maturing Revenue Warrants or interest 

or at the optional or callable dates of such Revenue Warra...~ts and each issue of 

Refunding Revenue Warrru1ts shall constitute the same charge or lien on the net 

revenues of the Public Utility Department as do the warrants refunded. 

SECTION~ Uo public utility now or hereafter owned by the City shcll be 

sold, leased, or otherwise disposed of unless the :full terms of the proposed 

sales, lease, or other dis:postion thereof shall have been embodied in an 0::'.'din

-",nce passed by the Council and the :proposition subnitted to an electio!l and 

approved by a two-thirds vote of the voters voting on the questiono 

2. 
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CHAPTER 7 

FINANCE AND TAXATION 

SEC1ION 31. The Council shall at all times retain general control over the 

fina.ncial ruffairs of the City. the administrative details of which shall be part of 

the administrative code. The Council shall provide in the Administrative Cote for 

the publication of an annual statement o:f' the financial affairs of' the Ci.ty., The 

fiscal year of the City shall be the same as the calendar year. 

SECTION 3i,. J.ITo orders shall be issued upon the city treasurer exceeding 

in amount the tax collected or assessed or in process of collection and uoneys on 

:har.d not otherwise appropriated; provided, however, that the Council sha."'..l have '\.hr, 

power, i:f by resolution thef deem it expedient, to issue time warrants :fo1• the :;.,u_r,. 

pose of replenishing any fund. of the City but the aggregate amount of such ·;:;:'.me t•~'-tl"

rants outstanding against all funds shall at no time exceed One per cent of the 

a,!'lsessed valuation of all property in the City. No moneys shall be transferred. 

f •.•om one fund to another except by ordinance. 

SECTION 3i. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to prepare and submit to the 

001.:ncil at its :first regular meeting in August each year a detailed estimate of the 

ta,1:es re~uired to be levied for all City purposes for the ensuing year together 

~ith a suggested form of resolution making such levy, and at this meeting the 

Council shall make such changes as they deem expedient and table the raaolut~.on :Co"'.' 

final ev~tion at its :f::i.rst regu.lar meeting in September. At such September meetiPg 

or aJjournment the~eof all interested persons shall be given an opport,.mity to re 
heard on the proposed truces. The Council shall determine the amo1.u1t of truces to be 

levied a.nd adopt such tax levy resolution prior to the first o:f October and the 

Clerk she,11 transmit the tax levy to the County Audi tor not later than the tenth of 

October. No tax shall be invalid by reason o:f any informality in the manner of 

levying same nor because the amount levied shall exceed the a.mount required to be 

raised for the special purpose for which it was levied. It shall be the duty of thr 

heads of the various departments of the City to file with the City Clerk an esti

mate of the receipts and disbursements of such department for the ensuing fiscru. 

year on or before the :first day of July in each year to assist the Council in de

termininl!; the amount of taxes to be levied and it shall be the duty o:f the City 

Clerk to publish the eotimates so :filed by the heads o:f' the various departments 

once in the official newspaper of the City not later than the first day of August 

following the filing of such estimates with him. 

SECTION 3){ No bonds of the City shall be issued whereby its bonded indebt
twenty 

edness would be made to exceed ._,.per cent of the last assessed valuation of the 

ta:x:able property therein, •iftfi!ili:IIUI •t IJll _____ ,j provided that certificatos 
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of indebtedness or bonde issued before or after the adoption of this Charter shall 

not be included in or counted as a part of such oonded indebtedness 1 i£ (1) held 

in a sinking fund maintained by the City; or (2) issued :for the acquisition. equip-, 

ment, purchase, construction, maintenance, e:x:tension, enlargement or improvement of 

street railways, telegraph or telephone lines, water, lighting, heat and l)OW9r 

plants, or either or any other public convenience from which a revenue is or m:--.y 

be derived, owned and operated by the City, or the acquisition of property needed. 

in connection therewith, or the construction of' public drainage ditches or the ac .. , 

q~isition of lands for, or for the improvement of streets, parks or other public 

i~provements, to the extent that they are payable from the proceeds of assessmerts 

:(wied upon property specially benefited by such ditches or improvementfJt o~ (3·1 

icsi.;ed :for the creation or maintenance of a permanent improvement revolvi::ig fun.".:. 

"''.,' (4) for the purpose of anticipating the collection of general taxes for- the 

;1ear in which they are issued. :Bonds may be issued by Ordinance adopted by five ... 

savenths vote of all the aldermen within the limits prescribed above a.nd the City 

roB,y issue certificates o:f indebtedness or bonds to any limit prescribed therein,, 

,;1-1;:tout the approval o:f the voters, if such issue be for either o:f' the last two 

mentioned :purposes, or for the purpose of e:x:tending, enlarging or improving wa:ber 

r.ncl lighting and heat and J?OWer plants, or either, owned and operated by such City,, 

or of acquiring property needed in connection therewith, or :for the purpose of 

fonding floating indebtedness incurred by the City before the adoption of the 

Charter, or for any municipal purposes or improvements in respect to whfoh thA OH., · 

is authoriz:od by any special or general law to incur indebtedness Dl' iszue certiM 

f'icates of indebtedness or bonds at the time of the adoption of this Charter. 

2. 
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CHAPTER 8 

LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS 

SECTION-;{. The Council shall have power to make any local improvements 

deemed necessary :for the welfare or convenience of the City and its inha.bi tants 

and assess the cost of such part thereof as they deem just against any prorsrt7 

found benefited thereby • .Any two or more local improvements may be made at the 

same time and as part of the same proceedings and the assessment therefor like, .. 

wise levied and collected. 

SECTION 3f. Local improvements may be initiated either by a petition 

submitted to the Council by interested property owners for such improvement or 

by a resolution passed by the Council to investiga.te the necessity and feasibil

ity of such local improvement. :Before taking any further action, the Council 

shall refer the matter to a competent engineer of its selection who shall re

port to the Council with all convenient speed. Such report shall advise the 

Council in a :p:relimi11a1·y way as to whethe:r the proposed improvement is :feasible 

and as to whether it should best be made as set :forth in the :petition or re

solution or in connection with some other improvement or improvements not ~r.~• 

eluded in the petition or resolution and the estimate of the cost of the 1.rn ... 

;provement as recommended in the report. On the :filing of such report with th0 

Clerk, the Council shall by resolution fix a time, hour and place when the 

Eng1.neer1 s Report 1,.;ill be considered and action taken thereon and direct the Olerl!.~ 

to give notice of such hearing by publishing a notice once in each week for two 

successive weeks in the official newspaper o! the Oity, !1.'he Notice shall des

cribe in general language the improvement or improvements recommended in the 

Engineer I s Report f!nd the estimated cost thereof, but it need not include a dt')s

cription of the properties liable to be assessed therefor or the names of their 

several owners. At the time :f'i:x:ed in the notice, or at some subsequent time 

or times to which the hearing may be adjourned, the Co'Ullcil shall hear such per

sons as~ be heard in reference thereto~ At the conclusion of the hearing 

the Council shall determine by resolution whether the improvement or improve~ 

ments as set forth in the Engineer's re:port or any part thereof shall be made? 

which resolution shall describe the improvement or improvements to be made 

and the limits thereof in general language, 

SECTION 'Ji. As soon as possible after this Charter takes effect, the 

Council shall prepare and adopt a complete local Improvement Ordinance. which 

may be amended from time to time as other ordinanaes, covering procedure for 

preparation of plans and specifications; awarding contracts, use of day labor; 



preparation o:f assessments and sha:re of cost which may be assessed to the 

City e.s a whole; hearings on and appeals :from special assessments; supple

mental assessment and :reassessment; and all other matters appropriate -l:io the 

subject of local improvement and assessments. After the passage of s1.,ch 0.:-clin,-, 

ance, all resolutions pertaining to local improvements shall conform to t1.o p.1:-0-

visions of such local Improvement Ordinance. The aouncil shall aJ.so have pcwci't' 

to include as a part of such local Improvement Ordinance the method by which 

local improvement certificates or warrants may be issued to finance su.oh work., 
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CHAPTER 9 

FR.A.HCHISES 

SECTI01lT '.W. The wora. 11Franchise II as used in this Charter shall be con

s trued. to include all pr:1.vilegea granted to any person, firm, association or 

corporation in> over, upon or under any o:f the highways or :public pl.,-ces o:f 

the Oity, whether such privileges have been or shall hereafter be granted 

either by the Oity or by the State of Minnesota. 

SECTION Jfl. 1fo franchise shall be granted except by ordinance ad.opted by 

five--sevenths vote of all the aldermen and every Ordinance by which the Council 

chall propose to grant any :franchise shall contain all the terms and conditio~~ 

o:t· the franchise to be granted. .Mo exclusive :franchise shall ever be g,'!'·13,nt,ed~ 

no :franchise shall be granted :for a term exceeding twenty years, ~.ta 

·~ i .,.-.~.,~-..-.~...--~ 
SECTION y,>. The words 11Long Term Contracts" shall be ·construed to mean 

and be limitea. to contracts for the purchase by the City or any of its de:part-

:;~ents of any materials or supplies including contracts for the ).JUreha.se of· 

r.lectricity which run for a period o:f :c1ore than two years. lTo such long t1;;I'Jr 

c:0ntract shall be entered. into until the same shall have been a:p:proved by Ll:rdb,,~, 

t:tr.1!':i adopted. by a :fi ve-sevehths vote o:f all the Aldermen and.i except in ?a~e CJ:;.' 

~or..uracts whereby the Gity Council reserves the unsonditional right to oe,nce.~ 

and terminate such contraGt at a:ny time after the expiration o:f s1.1.l.'!h two-year 

~eriod, until such ordinance approving the contract shall have been submitted 

at an election and approved by a majority o:f the vo\ers voting on th~ quest-1.0'."!., 

.. 



MUNICIPAL OOtTRT 

SECTION' 41., The present Municipal Court o:t' the Oi ty of' Ada. is confirmed and. 

continued and Chapter 229 of the General Laws of the State o:f Minnesota for l895 

and all amendments thereof s and additions thereto heretofore or hereafter made and 

section 131, and section 139 of the Revised La,ws of Minnesota for 190.5 are hereby 

adopted and made a part o:f this Charter and shall have the same force and ef:f eot 

as i:f herein set out in full. 

JURISDICT,ION 

SECTION 42t:t ~he Municipal Court shall have jurisdiction within and thro\:lghout 

the County of Norman a~oresaid in all actions, suits or ~roceedings cognizable b~ 

:fore a Municipal Court under the general laws of this State. The said judge and 

special judge o:f the Municipal Court of the City o:f Ada shall have and :possess ex

clusive and original jurisdiction of all criminal cases arising under the :provis

ions of this Charter. All prosecutions for violating any o:f' the provisions of any 

ordinance~ l"esolution, rule or by-law enacted under the provisions of this charter 

shall be brought in the name of the City of Ada and shall be commenced by warrant 

upon complaint being made before said court as required by law in criminal cases 

bf:fore said cou.r'l;s in this state, and the same proceedings shall be had therein as 

are l'equired. to be had by the laws of this state in criminal and civil actions be-

fore mu.~icipal and justice courts provided, that no warrant shall be necessary in 

any case o:f arrest o:f any person or persons while in the act of' violating any law 

of the State of Minnesota or any ordinance, resolution, rnle or br~law of the said 

01 ty of' Ada• but in such cases complaint shall be made before the case comes on :f'or 

trial whioh shall be reduced to writing and at the trial the party shall 'be re

quired to plead. thereto as to a warrant in other cas~~ atid the persons so arrested 

may be proceeded against in the same manner as i:f the arrest had been made by war

rant; and such trial shall be made without jury. All processes issued by the Muni

cipal Court of said Oity of Ada shall be directed to the Chief of PO-lice or any 

other Police Officer of the City of Ada, and to the sheriff or any constable of 

the County of Norman• Minnesota. It shall be a sufficient pleading 0£ the ordin

ance, resolutioh, rule or by-law of said City to reter to the title and section 

thereof which are hereby declared to have all the force and effect of general laws 

if' the same con:form to this Charter, and a.re within the jurisdiction of said city .. 

and it shall not be necessary to read or give them in evidence upon the trial of 

any proceeding or action, criminal or civil. 

Judgment shall be given if !or the plaintiff for the amount of fine, penalty 

or forfeiture fixed by such ordinance, resolution. rule or by-law, o:f' suc:h part 

thereof if a discretion be given. as the court shall deem :proportionate to the 
1. 



. 
offense, together with costs of suit; and shall in all cases further adjudge and 

order that in default of payment thereof the defendant be committed to the city 

prison or work ... house o:f' said city, or to the county jail of Norman County, Minne

sota., for sueh time not exceeding ninety days as the court shall deem proper. 

If such payment be not forthwith made the Court shall make out a commitment 

stating the amount of such judgment and costs and tirne :for which committed in the 

usual. form of commitment by such courts; every person so committed shall be received 

and committed. to prison by the keeper of the city prison or county jail, and kept 

until the expiration of the time above provided, but he shall be released by order 

of the Court on :payment to him of such fine and costs, in due course of law • 

.APl'JllAL 

Appeal may be taken to the District Court :from the j'Ud.gments o:E' the Municipal. 

Court of the City of Ada, in the same manner as :from judgments in oivil actio11:s, 

in other courts of like jurisdiction except as provided in this Charter .. -..... ~--!l-i~~J;---~ ---- -· ~ ' 

-~ 'In case the a;ppeal is taken by the defendant he shall, as a part 

thereof e:liiecute a bond to the city with sureties to be approved by such. Court oon~ 

ditioned that i:f judgment be a.1::firmed in whole or in :pa.rt he will pay the same and 

all costs and. damages awarded against him on such appeal; and in case such judgment 

shall be affirmed. in whole or in :pa.rt the execution may be issued against both de ... 

fendant and his sureties; and in the event of an appeal by the City of Ada no bond 

shall be required. 

All fines, forfeitures and penalties received for the violation of any ordin

ance. resolution; rule or by-law of said city, and all moneys paid for license and 

permits shall be paid into the city treasury for the use of said city. !rhe Clerk 

of the Municipal Court shall report and pay into the city treasury quarterly a.11 

money collected by them a:nd belonging to said city, which reports shall be verified. 

by tlie a..ffidavit and filed 1n the office of the city treasurer. 

PROOI!lSS 

SECTION 43, The style of all proceea issued b;r the Municipal Court of said 

City shall bet "State of Minnesota. County of Norman: City of Ada - sstr. 

PERSONNEL 

SECTION 44. That such Municipal Court shall have one presiding judge and. one 

special judge who shall act in the absence or disqualification of the judge and the 

judge and special judge shall also act as Clerk of said Oourt. 

2. 



CHAPTER 11 

MISCELLA.l~OUS PROVISIONS 

SEO~ION 45, The Council shall have power by Ordinance to fix the manner 

in which the pu.blicity shall be given to requests for bids; the amo'\lllt of bond 

to be given by officers of the city and :penalties f'or any viQlating of this 

Charter or any Ordinance of the City~ 

Any administrative rule or regulation of any department of the State of 

Minnesota affecting the city, or any statute of the State of Minnesota, or any 

published code, specification, or regulation :prepared. by an official or u.nno:ficial 

or~ani~ation for general circulati~n and use, may be adopted and incorporated by 

reference thereto in an ordinance and by marking three copies thereof as 11of:ficia.l 

copies 11 and filing them :for reference and inspection in the of:E'ic~ of the City 

Clerk, and the :publication requirements o:f' this charter shall be as fully satis

fied in such cases by this method as if the said material bad been set forth in 

the ordinance in fulll 

SECTIOH' 46~ Upon adoption of this Charter the City Council shall creatr-.i a 

long range planning board. 

The duties o:f said board shall be to study and advise the City Council <)n 

any and all planning :f'or the City regarding zoneing, building and all other civic 

:planning which would be of benefit to the City together with all problems r~:ferred 

to the bo~rd by the City Council for study and recommendation. 

The :oersonnel of said board shall consist of two (2) aldermen and three (.3) or more 

quali:f'ied voters o:f' the City., 

SECTION 47. The City shall succeed to all the contract and property rights 

and privileges and be subject to all the legal obligations and. the terms of exist

ing contracts and franchiaes existing at the time this Charter goes into effect. 

SEOfION 48. When arty suit or action shall be commenced a«ainst the Oity. 

service or prrioe$s therein shall be made by leaving a copy thereof with the City 

Clerk or per~on in charge of the City Clerk's office and it shall be the dutr of 

the Oity Clerk to forthwith inform the Mayor and Council thereof~ 



J .• , 

LET!r.ER OF TRANSMISSION 

TO Tml RONOru.:BLE HARRY PETRY• MAYGR OF TEE CITY OF ADA IN TEE COUNTY OF 

lTO:BHAN, STATE OF MI1W'ESOTA1 .AlTD TEE MEMEERS OF TBE CITY COUNCIL OF SAID CITY: 

The undersigned heretofore appointed by the Judge of the District Court 

of the Fourteenth Judicial District as a board o:r freeholders or Charter 

Commission for said City of Ada, do hereby report and reeommend for submission 

to the voters of said City for adoption of the within City Charter, re'9":isi.I'.,<;; 

and repealing the :present Home Rule Charter adopted Februa,ry 18th, 1908~ 

Dated this 26th day of July, 19.51 

Jarl Sjordal, Chairman 

M, A. :Brevik 

Jack Gullekson 

Bay J3rengllla!l 

Clem :Bowyer 

Walter Petry 

Lester Simpson 

James Fredrikson 

Otto Habeck, Jr. 

Henry :Burrill 

Ray :Betcher 

W. o. Ripley 

H. S. Thune 

Ed Roesch 
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OLAV E .• VAULE; 

ATTORNEY•AT•LAW 

ADA, MINNE;S0TA 

CERTIFICATE 

TO WHOM IT MAY COMCERN: 

I, Harry Petry, the duly elected, qualified and 

acting ]ilAYOR of the City of Ada, hereby certify that the attached 

city charter of the City of Ad.a vra.s submitted to the electors of the 

City bf Ada, revising and repealing the present Home Rule Charter of 

the City of Ad.a, for adoption 01· rejection as provided by statute on 

the 11th day of September 1951; that the said Charter was regularly 

and properly adopted by the electors of said City of Ada. 

Dated at Ada, Illi.nnesota this 18th day of September 1951. 

7/ . /..~ 
Her~c;~_ 

.ATTEST: :MAYOR, City o:f.' Ada 

-Jade~ 
I. 0. Fletcher 
City Clerk, City of Ada 
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