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CEARTER

City of Adas, Norman Counby
State of Minnesota

Adopted by Elesction 11 Septe. 1951
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CHAPTER 1
WAME, BOUNDARIES AND POWERS
OF THE CITY

SECTION 1, The City of Ads in the County of Norman in the State of Minnesota,

shall, upon the taking effect of this Charter, continue to be a city under the
name of the City of Ada, and shall continue to be a municipal corporation and shall
ineclude the following described land and ferritory situated in the County of Norman,
State of Minnesotas

BOUNDARIES

Comrencing at 2 point at the southwest corner of the Northeast Quarter of the
dortheast Quarter (NELNEL) of Section Eight (8), thenee southward one (1) mile ta
the southwest cormer of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (NERNEL' of
Section Seventeen (17), thence east one (1) mile and Highty (80) rods to the south-
eact corner of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (NEFNEL) of Section
S:xtnen (16), thence northward Two Hundred Forty (2U0) rods to the southeast corner
ot tne Northeast Quarter (NE}) of Section Nine (9), thence west One Hundred Sixty
(1€0) iods to the southwest corner of the Northeast Quarter (NEX) of Section Nine
(9), thence north Bighty (80) rods to the northeast corner ¢f the Southeast Quarter
of the Northwest Quarter (SEINWE) of Section Nine (9), thence west Two Hundred Forty
(240) rods to place of beginning,

SECTION 2, The City shall have all powers of loecal self-government and home
rule and all powers possible for a mnicipal corporation to have under the Consti-
tution of the Stﬁte of Minnesota, The City shall have all powers possessed by muni-
cipal corperations at common law and that now or heresfter may be granted to munici-
palities Dy the iaws of tho State of Minnesota, All such pewers shall de oxercised
in the manner prescribed in this Charter or by the laws of the State of Minnesota,
or if not o prescrided, as shall be¢ provided by ordinance of the Council,

SECTION 3. The provisions of this Charter shall be construed liberally in fav
or of the city, %o the end that ‘it may have 21l the pewers necessary for the effic-
ient conduct of its municipal affairs. The specific mention of particular punicipal
powers in other sections of this Charter shall not Pe construed as limiting the

gensral powers of the City to those specifically mentioneds




CHAPTER 2
"POWERS -« - -~ HOW EXERCISED
SECTION 4, ALl powers of the City, unless otherwise specifically provided
by this Charter, shall be exercised by ’Ghe City Council or under its direction,
gubject to the referendum powers of the voters.
SECTION 5. All ordinances, resolutions, by-laws and rules existing at the
time of the adoption of %his Charter shall continve in full force and effect until
anmended or repealed.
SECTION 6, The present division of the City into two wards with their exist—
ing boundaries shall be continted wuntil changed by ordinance.
SECTION 7. The existing departments, divisions, boards and funds of the July
Government are continued except as expressly changed by the provisions of this
Charter until the same shall be changed by the adoption of an Administrative Code
as hersinafter provided. Within six months after the adoption of this Charter,
the City COouncll shall by ordinance adopt an Administrative Code providing a om-
plete plan of administrative organization and management of the City Government and
creating in conformity with the express provisions of this Charter such departments,

divisions, boards and funds as they nay deem advisables, Thersafter, except ag eg-

tablished by the provisions of this Chiarter the City Council may by ordinance

adopted by five~sevenths wvote of all the aldermen amend the Administrative Code or
adopt a new Administrative Code, bui; no such change in the Administrative Code
shz,llr be made in such manner as to affect any rights of the Clty or the time and
manner of payment of any obligations due to or by the City with respect to any fund:

established by the Administrative Codea
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CHAPTER 13
ELECTIVE OFFICERS AND ELECTIONS

SECTION 8. The elective officers of the City shall’be a Mayor, seven aldermen
and a Judge and Special Judge of the Municipal Court. Of the seven aldermen, three
shall be elected at large and two from each ward; provided, that in the event the
number of wards should be increased to more than two, one alderman shall be elected
fme each ward and the remainder shall be elected at large., A1l elective officers
shall be quglified electors of the City or ward in which they shall be elected and
all elective officers holding office when this Charter takes effect shall continue
in office until the first Monday following the first Tuesday in January thereafter.
he alderman and the Judge and Special Judge of the Municipal Court shall hold
whelr office for four years and the Mayor shall hold his office for twovyaars;
except Lhat at the first election after the charter is adopted the aldermen at
~arge shall be elected for two years and thereafter for four years: provided, that,

whonever there is an increase in the number of wards, the Alderman in each ward

vhose term first expires shall be deemed an Alderman at large, and all elective

officers shall continuve in office until their successors have duly dqualified.

SECTION 9. Every officer of the City, elected or appointed, shall before
=ntering upon the duties of his office take and subscribe an oath of office in
substantially the following form: "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) to suppor® the
vonstitution of the United States and of this State, and to discharge faithfully
the duties devolving upon me as ; of the City of Ada to -the Dbess
of my judgment and ability.

SECTION 10. Neither the Mayor nor any alderman shall hold any paid municipal
office or employment under the City nor, until one year after the expiration of

' o appointive
their terms of office, shall be appointed to ahy paidfoffice or employment under
the City which office or employment was created or the salaries of which were in-
creased during their term as Mayor or Alderman.

SECTION 11. The Council shall fix the compensation of all officers elected
or appointed under this Charter and the compensation so fixed shall not be changsd,
increased or diminished during the term for which such officer is elected or ap-
pointed except that the Council may by resolution adopted by five-sevenths vote oi
all the Aldermen authorize additional compensation when in their judgment such in-
erease is warranted; provided, that the compensation of the Mayor shall be One
Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per year and Alderman shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00)

per year and their compensation shall not be increaged unless the question of such

increase is submitted to and approved by the voters,

1.




SECTION 12, Biennial City elections shall be held on the first Tuesday follow~ -

ing the first Monday of December in each odd numbered year and the officers é_lected
shall take office on the first Monday after the first Tuesday in January follbwing
such election,.

SECTION 13. All elections, general and special, shall be conducted under the
general election laws of the State of Minnesota.

SECTION 14, Vhenever a vacancy occurs in any of the electiw;e or appoinvive
offices specifically provided in this Charter, such vacancy shall be filled for +the
unexpired term of such official by resolution of the Council and any vacancies
ocvurring in any appointive office provided for by the Administrative Code may e
fiitled in the manner provided in said Administrative Code} except that any vacancy
in tho office of Judge and Special Judge of the Municipal Court shall be filled in
%he manner provided in the Constitubtion of this State and any vacancey occurring in
the office of City Attorney and Police Department shall be filled by the Mayor. All
ap"aointivé officiais except the City Clerk, the Treasurer; City Attorney and Police
Oflicors, may be removed at any time at the pleasure of the Council,‘ and the City

Sucrney and Police Qfficers may be removed at any time at the pleasure of tho Mayor.
In addition the Council shall have power by resolution to declare that a vacancy
exists in any elective office by reason of the failure of such efficial without
gnod cause to perform any of the duties of such office or may by resolution determure
that it is necessary to remove the City Clerk or Treasurer; provided that such re.
solution shall seb firth the roasons for declaring a vacancy to exist in any elce~
tive office or for removal of the City Clerk ¢r Treasurer and fix a time, place and
Lour when the Council will meet for e public hearing thereon; provided, that such
resolution shall be published at least once in the official newspaper of the City
not less than ten days prior to the date of such hearing. The action of the Council
in declaring such vacancy or removing such officials following the publication of

the rosqlution and hearing, shall be final,
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CHAPTER 4
EXECUTIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS
SECTION 15, The Mayor: The Mayor shall be recognized as the official head
of the City for all ceremonial purposes, and by the Governor for military purposes,
He shall be the chief executive officer of the City and shall have command and con-

trol of its police force, It shall be his duty to see that the laws of the State,

the provisions of thig Charter and the Ordinances of the City are duly observed and

anforced within the City and that all other officers of the City discharge their

respective duties and to that ond may institute and maintain on behalf of the City
any appropriate action or procoeding against any delinquent officor.

SECTION 16, TVice-Mayor. At its amnnual meeting in Jamuary following the
“icnnial City election the Council shall choose one of its members as Vice~May;r
Tor the next two ycars, The Vice-Mayor shall perform the duties of the Mayor dur.
.rg his absence or disability.

SECTION 17, The City Clerk shall be appointed by the Council enly by rosolu.
*lon adopted by a five~sevenths vote of all the sldermen. Tho &ity Clerk shall "
vrnointed solely'on the basis of his fiscal and administrative qualifications znd
acad not, when appointed, be a resident of the City or State. At itw first mecting
*r. January following the adoption of this Charter the Council shall appoint a City
vlerk for a term of one year and shall thereafter appoint sueh City Clerk for a
verm of four years. The City Clerk may with the advice and consent of the Council
nppnint a Deputy City Clerk {o assist him and to perform his duties during kis ab.
sonce or disability.

The Clerk shall keep the corporate seal of the City and all papers and records
thereof except as otherwise provided in this Charter or by the Administrative Code,
attend all meetings of the Council in person or by his Deputy and keep a record of
all proceedings thereof, He shall keep accounts showing the financial transactions
of all departmonts of the City upon forms prescribed by him and approved by the
Council, He shall not later than the fifteenth day of cach month prepare a summary
statement of the revenues and expenges for the preceding'month, detailed as %o
appropriations and funds in such manmmer as te show the exact financial condition of
the Gity and each department, division and office thereof and submit the same to
the Council at its next regular meeting. He shall from time to time give the
Council such information and recommend such measures as he shall deom advantageous
to the City., He shall perform the duties imposod by law on City Clerks and sueh othe
dutics as may be provided in tho Administrative Codos

The City Clerk shall have the power to administer oaths and affirmations and
tako and certify acknowledgments in all cases in which the same are required er

L.




sazict:i,,oned. by law,

SECTION 18, The Treasurer, The Council shall appoint a City Treasurer for
a term of two years commencing on the first day of February in vea‘ch even numbered
- year who shall perform the duties imposed upon City Treasurers by law and such
other dubties as may be provided in the Administrative Code,

SECTION 19, The assessment of the property within the City limits of said
City of Ada shall be made by an assessor appointed by the Counsil, Said assessor
shall be appointed for two years. The assessor shall assess all property within
said City limits conforming in all cé:ses with the Iaws of the State of Minnesota
relating to city of the fourth class assessors and assessments, Provided if the
{foneil deems it ad.visabie the assessor can also act as deputy City Clerk,

SECTION 20, Thé Mayor shall appoint the City Attorney whose term shall expixs
cn the fifteenth day of January following the next biennial election, No person
+hall De eligible to the office who ha.sr not been admitted to practice in all courts
!n this State for at least three years prior to his appointment, He shall per:f:‘érm
£3l duties imposed by law on City Attorneys, shall act as prosecuting attorney in
sunlcipal court and perform such other duties consistent with his office as the
Uouncil shall impose by ordinance; prowided, that the council shall have the right
sl power to employ special counsel for special matters or actions at law in whiak
the City is inbterested, |

SECTION 21, The Mayor shall appoint the Chief of Poliee, one Patrolman and

nus Special Police Officer ’06 act in the absence of the Chief and Patrolman, and

such other Police Officers as provided for in the Administrative Codes
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CHAPTER 5

COUNCIL MEETINGS, RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCES AND REFERENDUM

SECTION 28, The Council shall consist of the Mayor and seven aldermen and
the Mayor shall preside over its meetings but the Mayor shall have no vote except
in case of a tie when he shall have the power %o cas$ the deciding vote and in
the case of emergency ordinances where he shall have no power of veto, The anmual
meeting of the Council shall be held on the first Monday after the first Tuesday
in January each year at 7:30 o'clock P. M. at which time any newly elected members
of the Council shall assume their duties. Thereafter regular council meetings
shall be held at such times as may be prescribed by Ordinance except that there
shall be not less than one regular council meeting each month and the time and
manner of calling special council meetings shall also be prescribed by Ordinarnce,
A majority of the Aldermen shall be a quorum to do business, but a less number may
adjourn from time to time. All legislative action shall be by ordinance except as
otherwise provided by the laws of the State or by this Charter., The Council shall
keep a journal of its proceedings which shall be a public record; and every final
vote upon the passage of all ordinances and resolutions shall be by yeas and nays
and entered in the journalj and no ordinance shall be passed without the concur
rence of a majority of the Aldermen; and all meetings of the Council skall be
public, Mo ordinance or resolution shall contain more than one subject which
shall De clearly expressed in its title and shall not be amended either after ite
introduction or passage so as to change its original subject or purpose,

SECTION 23, The enagting clause of all Ordinances shall be "The Council
of the City of Ada, Minnesota, does ordain:V Bvery Ordinance shall be presented in
writing; shall be fully and distinctly read at two Council meebings; and at least
three days shall elapse between the first and second readings thereof. BEvery
Ordinance shall be published once in the official newspaper of the City or, in
the event that at any time there is no legal newspaper published in the City, shall
he posted in three public places in the City. All Ordinances, except emergency
Ordinances, shall take effect thrity days after their publication or posting unless

repealed by referendum as hereinafter provided.

SECTION 2’% An erergency ordinance is an ordinance for the immediate pre.»
cervation of the public peace, health or safety, in which the emergency is de.-
fined or declared in a preamble thereto, and no emergency ordinance shall be pass--
ed without the concurrence of at least five aldermen. An emergency ordinance
: or ordinance issuing bonds
shall take effect immediately upon passage. No grant of any franchisspshall be

construed to be an emergency.
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SHCTION zé{ Bvery ordinance or resolution of the Council, except emergency
ordinances, shall before it takes effect be presented to the Mayor for approval;
if he shall approve it, he shall éign the same, but, if he disapproves it, he shall
return it to the City Clerk with his objections thereto to be presented to the
Council at its next regular meeting or at a special meeting called for that purpose.
Upon the return of any ordinance or resolution by the Mayor, the vote by which same
was passed shall be deemed t0 have been reconsidered and the question shall again
be put upon the passage of the same notwithstanding the objections of the Mayor,
and, if upon such reconsideration the same shall pass by a five-sevenths vote of
81l the aldermen, it shall have the same effect as if apprOVed‘by the Mayor, If
an ordinance or resolubtion shall not be returned by the Mayor within three days,
Sundays and Holidays excluded, after it shall have been presented to him, the same
ghall have the same effect as if approved by him.

SECTION 26, The people of Ada reserve to themselveé the power, in accord-~
ance with the provisiomns of this Charter, to require ordinances or any part thereof,
otherrphanvemergency'ordinances, passed by the Council to be referred to the voters
for approval or disapproval through referendum, If, prior to the date when an
ordinance takes effect, a petition signed by qualified voters equal in number to

fifteen per cent of the total vote cast for Mayor at the last biennial election,

, gualifjied voters
b inaﬁx‘event not less than seventyafivey/%e filed with the City Clerk requesting

thai any such ordinance or part thereof be repealed, such ordinesuse shall not take
effact and shall be 1aid.over7pending further proceedings as hereinafter provided,.

Any five voters may form a referendum committee, More than one copy of the
same referendum petition may be circulated as a part of a single petition, but the
circulator of each copy shall make an affidavit that such signaiure thereon is the
genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be., Xach petition shall
be in substantially the following form:

REFERENDUM FETITION

Proposing the repeal of an Ordinance entitled "- - - - -
{or part of an Ordinance entitled " " which part reads
as follows: - « A copy of said Ordinence is herete
abttached. The proposed repeal is sponsored by the following committee of voters:

Name Address
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The undersigned qualified voters of the City of Ada, ﬁnderstanding the
nature of the measure hereto attached and believing it to be de‘animén’oal to the
welfare of the City, dpetition the Council for ite repeal or submiseion to the
voters for approval or rejection,

Name of Voter Address

All copies of the Petition shall be filed in the office of the City Clerk

as one instrument, Within five days after the filing of the Petition the City

Clerk shall ascertain by examination whether the Petition is regular and has been

signed by the required % of voters., 1If he finds the Petition insuffic-

ient or irregular, he shall at once no%ify one or more of the Referendum Committee
stating the reasons for his findings, The Committee shall then be given ten days
in which to file additional copies of the Petition or a corrected Petition. Ihe
Clerk shall present the Petition, or corrected petition, to the Council at its
next regular meeting, certifying it if he finds i% regular and sufficient ory if
18 finds 1t irregular and insufficient, stating that it was filed wifh him ant
is reasons for finding it insufficient or irregulars If certified, the Counci 1
shall reconsider the ordinance or part thereof $o which objection has beern made
and. cither repeal the same or part thereof to which objection has been made ur
—~epass the ordinance without change, Should the ordinance be so repassed, the
Counecil shall immediately call an election to be held thereon and, if = majority
of the votes cast on the question are opposed to the ordinance or part thereof.

it shall be deemed repealed; but if a majority favor the ordinance or part theceol
_as passed by the Council, it shall take effect immediately, or upon the date there-
in specified. Should the Clerk present the Petition to the Council with a finding
that it is insufficient or irregular, the Council may either reconsider and repeal
the ordinance or part thereof to which objection is made; or may despite such
ingufficiency or irregularity of the petition refer the matter to the voters; or
may by resolution adopt the Clerks findings as to duch insufficiency or irregular~
ity in which case such determination shall be final snd the ordinance as origin-

ally passed ghall be in full force and effect.
o

IR J




CHAPTER 6
PUBLIC UTILITIES

SECTION ggz The public waterworks, electric light and power system,'
sanitary sewer system, garbage and waste collection and disposal system, Municipal
Hospital, and any other public utitlity from which a revenue is or may be derived
whether now or hereafter owned and operated by the City shall be directly under the
general management and control of the City Cotncil with full power to do all things
necessary for the proper operation, maintenance, improvement, acquisition énd ré—
pair of such public utilities,

Upon adoption of this Charter the City Council shall create a water, light,
sanitary sewer and disposal board; a hospital board and such other boards as the
Council shall. fpom time to time deem necessary.

The personel of sald boards shall consist of two aldermen and three qualji-
fied voters of the City.

The dutiecs of said boards shall be t0 act in an advisory capacity to the
City Council and any action taken by the said boards relating %o hanagement and
control shall be approved by the City Council.

SECTION 23. Rates to be charged for all services, materials, labor or
benefits furnished by =ny such public utility, including charges to be made for
service or benefits furnished to the City as a whole or any of its departmentss
rules and regulations necessary to properly regulate furnishing such service and
secﬁre prompt payment of ﬁills; the method by which the City may acquire and collect
liens upon property for unpaid bills; and the manner én& extent to which the City
shall operate such public utilities and furnish service outside the corporate limits
of the City shall be established or changed only by ordinance.

SECTICK %ﬁ. It shall be the dubty of the Couneil to see thal rates are
’adequate to provide funds to properly operate and maintain and to pay interest and
principal on any indebtedness which may be incurred for capital expenditures fdr ihe
improvement, acquisition, extension and repair of sucﬁ puhlic utilities, To provide
funds necessary for capital expenditures the Council shall have power by ordinance
to authorize the issuance of Revenue Warrants which shall be payable solely from the
net revenues of the Public Utitlity Department and the City shall be expressly re—
lieved by the terms thereof from any obdligation to levy, collect, use or apply any
taxes or moneys recelved from taxation to the payment of either principal or interess
on such Revenue Warrants except for the payment of service rendered to or benefits
received by the City or any of its departments. Such ordinance shall fix the maxi-

muim emount of Revenue Warrants thereby authorized; describe in general terms the

1.




nature of the capital expenditures for which they are to be isgued; and may
contain covensnts determining what shall constitute net revenues of the Public
Utility Department; whether all or part of the net revenues shall be pledged;

and such other provisions as the Council may deem necessary} provided, however,
that no such ordinance shall ever be construcd as an emergency ordinance. Such
Revenue Warrants shall bear interest at not to exceed 5% per annum, payable seni-
annually, aﬁd shall mature at such time or times, be in such form and dbe sold
under such terms as the Council may by resolution deem for the best interests of
the City. The Council shall have power by resolution to issue Refunding Revenue
Warrants tokrefund outstanding Revenue Warrants whenever moneys from the net
revenues pledged are insufficient to meet any maturing Revenue Warrants or interest
or at the optional or callable dates of such Revenue Warrants and each issue of
Refunding Revenue Warrants shall constitute the same charge or lien on the net

revenues of the Public Utility Department as do the warrants refunded, .

SEGTION”%%% o publiC‘utiiity now or hereafterrowned”by the City shzll be

sold, leased, or otherwise disposed of unless the full terms of the proposed
sales, lease, or other dispostion thereof shall have been embodied in an Urdin-
ance passed by the Council and the proposition submitted to an election and

approved by a two-thirds vote of the voters voting on the question,




CHAPTER 7
FTINANCE AND TAXATION

SECTION 38, The Council shall at all times retain general control over the

financial affairs of the City, the administrative details of which shall be part of
the administrative code, The Council shall provide in the Administrative Coce for
the publication of an anmual statement of the financial affairs of the Cily, Tue
fiseal year of the City shall be the same as the calendar year,

SECTION 31, Mo orders shall be issued wupon the city treasurer exceeding
in amount the tax collected or assessed or in process of collection and noneys én
hard not otherwise appropriated; provided, however, that the Council shall have ihe
pever, Lf by resolution they deem it expedient, to issue time warrants for the pure
pose of replenishing any fﬁnd of the City but the aggregate amount of sueh time war-
rants outstanding against all funds shall at no time exceed One per cent of the
assessed valuation of all property in the City. No moneys shall be transferred
f-om one fund to another except by ordinance.

SEOTION 38, It shall be the duty of the Clerk to prepare and submit %o the
Cotneil at its first regular meeting in August each year a detailed estimate of ths
taxes required to be levied for all City purposes for the ensuing year together
with a suggested form of resolution making such levy, and af this meeting the
Oouncil shall make such changes as they deem expedient and table the resolution fov
final action at itvs first regular meeting in September. Ab such September meetirg
or aljourpment thereof all interested persons shall be given an opportanity tc Te
heard on the proposed taxes. The Council shall determine the amount of taxes to bhe
levied and adopt such tax levy resolution prior to the first of October and the
Clerk shall transmit the tax levy to the County Auditor not later than the teﬁth of
October. No tax shall be invalid by reason of any informality in the manner of
levying same nor because the amount levied shall exceed the amount required to he
raised for the special purpose for which it was levied. It shall be the duty Qf thae
heads of the wvarious departments of the City to file with the City Clerk an esti~
mate of the receipts and disbursements of such department for the ensuing fiscal
year on or before the first day of July in each year to assist the Council in de~
termining the amount of taxes to be levied =nd it shall be the duty of the City
Clerk to publish the estimates so filed by the heads of the various departments
once in the official newspaper of the City not later than the first day of August
following the filing of such estimates with him,

SECTION 39& No bonds of the City shall be issued whereby its bonded indsbt~

twent
edness would be made to exceed ggnr;%r cent of the last assessed valuation of the

taxable praperty therein, wssiisdblpnnmepmpcioamndibe:; provided that certificates
1,
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of indebtedness or bonds issued before or after the adoption of this Charter shall

not be included in or counted as a part of such bonded indebtedness, if (1) held
in a sinking fund maintained by the City; or (2) issued for the écquiéition, equip-
ment, purchase, construction, maintenance, extension, enlargement or improvement of
street railways, telegraph or telephone lines, water, lighting, heat and power
plants, or either or any other public convenience from which a revenue is or may
be derived, owned and operated by the City, or the acquisition of property needed
in connection therewith, or the coﬁstruction of public drainage ditches or the ace
dquisition of 1ands for, or for the improvement of streets, parks or other public
improvements, to the extent that they are payable from the proceeds of assessmerts
leried upon property specially benefited by such ditches or improvements, or (30
1esved for the creation or maintenance of a permanent improvement revolviag funls
aw (W) for the purpose of anticipating the collection of general taxes for the

sear in which they are issued. Bonds may be issued by Ordinande adopted by five-
gevenths vote of all the aldermen within the 1imits prescribed above and the City
may lssue certificates of indebtédness or bonds to any limit prescribed thersin,
vitkhout the approval of the voters, if such issue be for either of the last two
nenbioned purposes, or for the purposs of extending, enlarging or improving waber
and lighting and heat and power plants; or either, owned and operated' by sueh City,
or of acquiring property needed in connection therewith, or'fqr the purpose of |
funding floating indebtedness inourred by the City before the adoption of the
{harter, or for any municipal purposes or improvements in respect o which the Zity -
18 authorized by any gpecial or general law to incur indebtedness or issue certi~

ficates of indebbtedness or bonds at the time of the adoption of this Charters




CHAPTER B
LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS

SECTION 3@{ The Council shall have power to make any local improvements
deemed necessary for the welfare or convenience of the City and its inhabitanis
and assess the cost of sudh part thereof as they deem Just against any proparty
found benefited thereby. Any two or more local improvements may be made at the
same time and as part of the same proceedings and the assessment therefor like-
wise levied and collected,

SECTION 3}3 Local improvements may be initiated either by a petition
stbmitted to the Council by interested property owners for such improvement or
By a resolution passed by the Council to investigate the necessity and feasibile
ity of such local improvement, Before %aking any further action, the Council
shall refer the matter to a competent engineer of its selection who shall re-
port to the Council with all convenient speed. Such report shall advise the
Council in a preliminary way as to whether the proposed improvement is feasible
and as %o whether it should best be made as set forth in the petition or re-
solution or in connection with some other improvement or improvements not in-
cluded in the petition or resolution and the estimate of the cost of the imw
provement as recommended in the report. On the filing of such report with ths
Clerk, the Council shall by resclution fix a time, hour and place when the
Engineer's Report will be congldered and action taken thereon and direct the Clerk
to give notice of such hearing by publishing a notice once in each week for two
successive weeks in the official newspaper of the COity., The Notice shall des~
e¢ribe in genersl language the improvement or improvements recommended in the
Znginesrts Report and the estimated cost thereof, but it need not include a des—
cription of the properties lisble to be assessed therefor or the names of their

several owners, At the time fixed in the notice, or at some subsequent time

or times to which the hearing may be adjourned, the Council shall hear such per—

sons asqg5;?f6 be heard in reference thereto, At the conclusion of the hearing
the Council shall determine by resolution whether the improvement or improve-
ments as set forth in the Engineer's report or any part thereof shall be mads,
which resolution shall describe the improvement or improvements to be made
and the limits thereof in general language.

SECTION ng As soon as possible after this Charter takes effect, the
Council shall prepare and adont a complete local Improvement Ordinance, which
nay be amended from time to time as other ordinandes, covering progedurs for
preparation of plans and specifications; awarding contracts, use of day labor;

1.




preparation of assessments and share of cost which may be assessed to the

City as a whole; hearings on and appeals from special assessments} supple-

mental assessment and reassessment;  and all other matters appropriate %o the

subject of local improvement and asseséments. After the passage of sueh Ordin-
ance, all resolutions pertaining to local improvements shall conform to Sho pro-
visions of such local Improvement Ordinance, The ouncil shall also have power
to include as a part of such local Improvement Ordinance the method by which

local improvement certificates or warrants mmy be issued to finance suvch work,




CHAPTER 9
FRAWCHISES

SECTION 38. The word "Franchise! as used in this Charter shall be con-
strued to include all privileges granted to any person, firm, association or
corporation in, over, upon or under any of the highways or public pleces of
the City, whether such priviléges have been or shall hereafter be granted
either by the City or by the State of Minnesota.

SECTION 39. No franchise shall be granted except by ordinance adopted by
five~sevenths vote of all the aldermen and every Ordinance by which the Council
shall propose 1o grant any franchise ghall contain all the terms and conditions
ot the franchise to be granted. Mo exclusive franchise ghall ever be granted:

no franchise shall be granted for a tern exceeding twenty years; snveomusetiliit

SECTION ?ﬂﬁ The words "Long Term Contracts" shall be ‘construed to mean

and be limited to contracks for the purchase by the City or any of its devnari-
ments of any materials or supplies including contracts for the purehase of
rlectricity which run for s period of mors than two yearss Ho such long derr
contract shall be entered into until the same shall have been approved by Urdine-
ancs adopted by a five-sevehths vote of all the Aldermen and, except ia nase of
sorsracts whereby the City Council reserves the uneonditional right to cancel
and terminate such contraet at any time after the expiration of sueh two—~year
period, until such ordinance approving the contract shall have been submitted

at an election and approved by a majority of the vo¥ers voting on the question.




CHAPTER 10
7 MUNICIPAL GOURT‘

SECTION 41, The present Municipal Court of the City of Ada, is confirmed and
continued and Chapter 229 of the General Laws of the State'of Minnesota for 1895
and all smendments thereof, and additions thereto here'bofore‘ or hereafter made and
section 131, .and section 139 of the Revised Laws of Minnesota for 1905 are hereby
adopted and made a part of this Charter and shall have the same force and ef:feé:f;
as if herein set out in full.

JURISDICTION

SECTION 42, The Municipal Court shall have jurisdiction within and throughout
the County of Norman aforesaid in all actions, suits or proceedings cognizable be—
fore a Municipal Court under the general laws of this States The said judge and
gpecial Jjudge of the Municipal Coﬁrt of the City of Ada shall have and possess ex—
clusive and original jurisdiction of all criminal cases arising under the provis-
ions of this Charter, All progsecutions for violating any of the provisions of any
ordinance, resolution, rule or by-law enacted under the provisions of this charter
shall be brought in the name of the City of Ada and shall be commenced. by warrant
upon complaint being made before said court as required by law in eriminal cases
before said courhs in this staté, and the same proceedings shall be had therein as
are required to be had by the laws of this state in eriminsl and c¢ivil actions be~
fore municipal and justice courts provided, that no warrant shall be necessary in
any case of arrest of any person or persons while in the act of violating any law

of the State of Minnesota or any ordinance, resolution, rule or bywlaw of the said

City of Ada, Put in such cases complaint shall be made before the case comes —o:i for

trial which shall be reduced to writing and at the trial the party shall be re~
quired to plead thereto as to a warrant in other cases anhd the persons so arrested
may be proceeded against in the same manner as if the arrest had been made by war~
rant; and such trisl shall be made without jurys All processes issued by the Muni~
eipal Court of said City of Ada shall be directed to the Chief of Peiice or any
other Police Officer of the City of Ada, and to the sheriff or any constable of
the County of Norman, Minnesota. It shall be é. sufficient pleading of the ordin-
ance, resolution, rule or by-law of said City to refer to the title and ssction
thereof which are hersby declared to have all the force and effect of general laws
if the same conform to this Charter, and are within the jurisdiction of said city,
and it shall not de necessary to read or give them in evidence upon the trial of
any proceeding or action, eriminal or civil,

Judgment shall be given if for the plaintiff for the amount of fins, penalty
or forfeiture fixed by such ordinance, resolution, rule or by-law, of such part

thereof if a discretion be given, as the court shall deem proportionate to the
1.
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offense, toge%her.with costs of suit: and shall in all cases further adjudge ang
order that in default of payment thereof the defendant be committed to the city
-prison or work-house of said city, or to the county jail of Norman County, ﬁinhew'
gsota, for such time not exceeding ninety days as the court shall deem propers

If such payment be not forthwith made the Court shall malee out a commitment
stating the amount of such judgment and costs and time for which committed in the
usual form of commitment by such courts; every person so committed shall be received
and committed to prison by the keeper of the city prison or county jail, and kept
until the expiration of the time above provided, but he shall be released by order
of the Court on payment to him of such fine and costs, in due course of lawe

APPEAL

Appeal may be taken to the District Court from the judgments of the Municipal

Court of the City of Ada, in the same manner as from judgments in civil actions,

in other courts of like jurisdiction except as provided in this Charter, ERSwN
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mei: Ih case the appeal is taken by the defendant he shall, ad a part

thereof execute a bond to the city with sureties to be approved by such Courrtb con=
ditioned that if judgment be a::‘firmed in whole or in part he will pay the same aud
all costs and demages awarded &gainst him on such appeal; and in case such judgment
shall be affirmed in wholé or in part the execubtion may be issued against both de=
fendant and his sureties; and in the event of an appeal by the Oity of Ada no dbond
shall be required.

All fines, forfeitures and pexllalties received for the violation of any ordin-
ance, resolution; rule or by-law of sald city, and all moneys paid for license and
permits shall he paid into the city treasury for the use of said eity. The Clerk
of the Municipal Court shall report and pay into the city treasury quarterly all
mnoney colledted by them and belonging to saild city, which reports shall be verifie&i
by ‘the affidavit and filed in the office of the city treasurer. -

PROCESS

SECTION 43; 'The style of 21l process issued by the Municipal Court of said

City shall bet MState of Minnesotas, County of Norman: City of Ada - SS%,
FERSONNEL

SECTION 4L, That such Mun$cipal Court shall have one presiding judge and one

special judge who shall act in the absence or disqualification of the Judge and the

judge and special Judge shall also act as Clerk of said Court.

2.
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CHAPTER 11
MISCELLAWEOUS PROVISIONS

SECTION 45, The Council shall have power by Ordinance to fix the manﬁ’ar
in which the publicity shall be given %o requests for bids; the amount of bond
to be given by officers of the city and penalties for any violating of this
Charter or any Ordinance of the City)

Any administrative rule or regulation of any department of the State of
Minnesota affecting the city, or any statute of the State of Minnesota, of any
published code, specification, or regulation prepared by an official or unnoficial
organization for general circulation and use, may be adopted and incorporated by
reference thereto in an ordinance and by marking three copies thereof as Vofficial
copies" and filing them for reference and inspection in the office of the City
Clerky and the pu'blica:tion requirenients of this charter shall be as fully sgabis—~
fied in such cases by this method as if the said material had been set forth in
the ordinance in fulll

SECTION 46, TUpon adoption of this Charter the City Council shall create a
long range planning 'board.

The duties of said board shall be to study and advise fhe City Council 9n
any and a1l planning for the City regarding zoneing, bullding and all other civie
planning which would be of benefit to the City together with all problems reoferred
to the board by ﬁhé City Council for study and recommendation,

The versonnel of said board shall consist of two (2) aldermen and three (3) or more
qualified voters of the City. | :

SECTION 47. The Ci.{'.y ghall succeed to all the contract and property rights

and privileges and be subject to all the legal obligations and the terms of exist-

ing contracts and franchises existing at the time this Chartér goes into affect,
SECTION 48, When any suit or action shall be commenced agai:}st the City,

service or process therein shall be made by leaving a copy thereof with the City

Clerk or perkon in charge of the City Clerkts office and it shall be the duty of

the City Clerk to forkhwith inform the MayoF snd Council thereof,




IETTER OF TRANSMISSION

TO THEY HONORABLE HARRY FETRY, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ADA IN THE COUNTY OF

NORMAN, STATE OF MINNESOTA, AND THE MEMEERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF SAID CITYs

The undersigned heretofore appointed by the Judge of the District Court
of the Fourteenth Judicial District as a board of freeholders or Char’cer'
Commission for said City of Ada, do herei:y report and recommend for submission
to the voters of sald City for adopbion of the within City Charter, revising
and repealing the present Home Rule Charter adopted February 18%th, 1908,

Dated this 26th day of July, 1951
Jarl Sjordal, Chairman
0. H. Nordby, Seeretary
He A .Brevik
Jé.ck Gullekson
Ray Brengnan
Clem Bowyer
Walter Petry
Lester SiﬁPSOn
James Fredrikson
Otto Habeck, Jr,
Henry Burrill
Ray Betcher
W. O. Ripley
H, S. Thune

, Ed Roesch
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OLAV E. VAULE

ATTORNEV~AT-LAW
ADA, MINNESOTA

CERTIFICATE

T0 WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

I, Harry Petry, the duly eleeted, qualified and
acting MAYOR of the City of Ade, hereby cerbify that the atbached
city charter of the City of Ada was submibted to the electors of the
City of Ada, revising end repealing the present Home Rule Charter of
the City of Ada., for adoption or rejection as érovided by stabute on
the 11th day of September 19513 +that the said Charter was —regularly

and properly adopted by the electors of said City of Ada.

Dated at Ada, Ivhnnesoba this 18th day of September 1951.

5
ﬁééya Lot
Ha,rry Pei{gy /

ATTEST: MAYOR, City of Ada

L P m 7
I. Ce Fletcher
City Clerk, City of Ada

(SEAL)
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