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Dear Sir: 

CITY OF SPRINGFIELD 
SPRINGFIELD, MINNESOTA 

Council meets second ~nd fourth Mondays 
of e•ch month. 

December 5th, 1950 

Councilmen 
Leon G. Hler 
Matt I:Iuep:f;el 
Vernon :r. Jenniges 
Wayno G. Pott-e:r 
Stanley D. Todd 

On August 1st, 1950, I sent you the newspaper publication of the 
Amended City Charter adopted by the Votors on July 25th, for fili?Jg. 
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soon the same would be delivered by the Printer. Kindly place on record in 
lieu of the former publication and oblige, 
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The Charter of the 

City of Springfield 
Brown County, Minnesota 

CHAPTER l 

NAMES, BOUNDARIES, POWERS 
AND GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 1,-NAME AND BOUND­
ARIES: Upon the taking effect of 
this amended charter the City of 
Springfield, in the County of 
Brown, and State of Minnesota, 
shall continue to be a municipal 
corporation under the name and 
style of CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, 
with the same boundaries as now 
are or hereafte..: may be estab­
lished. 

Section 2, -The subdivision of 
land included in and constituting 
the City of Springfield, Minnesota, 
&hall be as follows, to-wit: 

The North Ha.If (Nl/2) of Section 
Number Nineteen (19); and the 
South Half (S½) of Section Num­
ber Eighteen (18); and the West 
Half of the Southwest Quarter 
(W½ SW1/4.) of Section Number 
Seventeen (17); and Lot "A" con­
taining 0.70 acres, Lot 1 of Lot "B" 
containing 0.30 acres, Lot ".D" con­
taining 5 acres, and Lot 2 of Lot 
"B" containing 9.70 acres, Lot "A" 
containing 18 acres, of a part of 
the Northwest Quarter of the 
Northwest Quarter (NW¼ NW1/i) 
of Section Number Twenty (20); 
and Outlot A of the Southwest 
Quarter (SWl/4-) of Section Number 
Nineteen (19); and Sub-lot A of 
Lot Number One (1), and Sub-Lot 
A of Lot Number Eight (8), ot the 
Southeast Quarter (SE¼) of Sec­
tion Number Nineteen (19); and 
a part of Lot Number Eight (8) of 
the Southeast Quarter (SE¾) of 
Section Number Nineteen (19), 
more particularly described as 
follows, commencing at the North• 
west Corner of the Southeast Quar­
ter (SE¼) of said Section Number 
Nineteen (19), thence East 15 rods, 
thence South 17 rods, thence West 
15 rods, thence North 17 rods to 
the point of beginning; all in 
To,vnsllip Number One :Hundred 
Nine (109) North, of Range Num• 
ber Thirty-four (34); and the North 
Half of the Northeast Quarter (Nl/2 

l'-iE¾-) of Section Number Twenty­
four (24), Township Number One 
Hundred Nine (109) North, of 
Range Number Thirty-five (35); in 
the County of Brown, State of Min­
nesota. 

Section 3.-WARDS: The City of 
Springfield, Brown County, Minne­
sota, shall be divided into two 
wards, and the center line of Mar­
shall Avenue in said City extended 
to the north and south limits of 
said City, shall be the dividing line 
between said two wards. That por• 
tion of the City lying to the East 
of said center line of Marshall 
Avenue shall be known as Ward 
Number One (1), and that portion 
of the city lying to the west of said 
center line of Marshall avenue 
shall be known as Ward Number 
Two {2) of the City of Springfield. 

Section 4.-POWERS OF CITY: 
The City of Springfield, by and in 
its corporate name, shall have per­
petual succession; and save as 
herein otherwise provided anrl save 
as prohibited by the constitution 
or statutes of the State of Minne­
sota, it shall have and exercise all 
powers, functions, rights and priv­
ileges possessed by it prior to the 
adoption of this Charter; also all 
powers, functions, rights and priv­
ileges now or hereafter given or 
granted to municipal corporations 
having "Home Rule Charters" by 
the constitution and laws of the 
State? of Minnesota; also all pow­
ers, functions, rights and privileges 
usually exercised by, or which are 
i!!-cidental to, or inherent in, muni• 
c1pal corporations of like power 
and degree; _ also all municipal 
powers, functions, rights and priv­
ileges and immunities, of every 
name and nature whatsoever; and 
in addition it shall have all the 
powers and be 11ubject to the re­
striction contained in this Charter. 
In its corporate name it may take, 
and hold, by -purchase, condemna­
ticm, gift or devise, and lease and 
convey any and all such real es­
tate, personal or mixed property, 
within or without its boundaries, 



as its purposes may req:ii~re, or !3-S 
may be useful or beneficial to its 
inhabitants· and it may contract 
with the co'unty or Wi!h other ~nu­
nic!palitios for such Joint sei:vic~s 
and utilities as may seem desir­
able and tor all other legit~11;ate 
pUl'poses, subject to the proV1s10ns 
of this charter. 

Section 5.-CONSTRUCTION OF 
THIS CHAPTER: The provisions 
of this Charter shall be construed 
liberally in favor of the city, to the 
end that .it may have all necessary 
powendor the efficient conduct of 
its. municipal affairs, as . contem­
plated by the municlpalhome rule 
-provisions of the constitution and 
lawa of the State of Minnesota. 
The specific mention of particular 
municipal powers in other sections 
of this charter shall not be con­
strued us limiting the powers of 
the · city in the premises to those 
thus mentioned. 

Section 6,-cHA,RTER A PUBLIC 
ACT:··.· This Chru:tei; .shall be. a pub­
lic act· and need not be pleaded or 
proved in any case. 

Section 7,-EFFECTIVE DATE: 
This Charter shall take effect thir­
ty days from and after its adoption 
by the voters. 
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Section 8,-cHAPTERS TAKING 
PRECEDENCE OVER OTlIER 
CHARTER PROVISIONS; This is 
an amended city charter, in which 
the principal new material and 
amendments consist of Chapter 9, 
establishing a zoning and planning 
commission; Chapter 11, establish­
ing a park (board) commission· 
and Chapter 15, establishing a pub: 
lie utilities comm.lssion; and the 
provisions of these chapter:,i shall 
take precede11ce over and control 
and supercede any of the l)rovis­
ions of the other chapters of ~his 
amended charter. ShoUld any pro­
visions of any of said three chap­
ters be famid to be inconsistent 
with or in conflict with provisions 
of the rest of this charter the 
provisions of said three chapters 
shall govern, and no future amend­
ment of . this charter shall be con­
strued_ as modifyin!i, altering or 
repealing any _of sa1d ~hree chap­
ters. unless 1t specifically so 
provides. 

CHAPTER Z. 

FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

Section 1.-FORM OF GOVERN­
MENT: The form of government 
established by this Charter shall 
be known as the "Council and 
Mayor Plan." AU powers of the 
city shall vest in and be exercised 
by the city council, subject to the 
initiative, referendum and recall 
powers of the people. 

Sec.tion 2,-CITY MANAGER: The 
council may by ordinance passed 
by a majority vote, provide for a 
city manager, and regulate his 
powers and duties. The city man­
ager must be a competent person, 
but niaed not be a resident or citi­
zen of the State when engaged. He 
shall be given full control and 
management of the administrath•e 
departments of the city and shall 
be given the power to appoint and 
remove all employees working 
under his direction. He shall be 
responsible to the council and sub• 
ject to its order and discretion. 
He may be removed at any time. 
by the majority vote of the coun• 
ell and written notice stating the 
cause. 

Section 3.-DEPARTMENTAL 
BOARDS: There are hereby estab• 
lished, and it is made the dttty of 
the council, at its first regular 
meeting after the annual election 
of its members, to designate by a 
majority vote, one councilman to 
be superintendent of accounts anc1 
finances; one to be superintendent 
of streets and alleys; one to be 
a member of the Park Board as 
provided in Chapter 11, he also to 
be superintendent of buildings and 
fire protection; and one to be 
superintendent of amusements, 
band and celebrations, but such 
designations may be changed 
whenever it appears that the pub­
lic service would be benefittea 
thereby. Provided, however, that 
no superintendent of any of the 
departmental boards above enum• 
erated, or such others as may be 
designated, shall have the power 
to contract debts to bind the city, 
or make any improvements in said 
city, unless authorized by a major­
ity vote of the council. 

The Council may also create 
temporary commissions with ad­
visory powets to investigate ~n.Y 
subject of interest to the mumc1-
pality. Such commissions ~a:y be 
given the power to admm1ster 

oaths and compr.l the attendance 
of witnesses and the production of 
books, papers and other document­
ary evidence. 

· Section 4,-ELECTIVE OFFI­
CERS: The elective officers of the 
City of Springfield shall be: A 
mayor, two councilmen from each 
ward, one councilman-at-large, cit:i, 
treasurer, two constables, a munic­
ipal judge, and a special municipal 
judge if so provided for by the 
City Council according to statute. 
The mayor, councilman-at-large, 
city treasurer, municipal judges 
and constables. shall be actual res­
idents and voters of the City. 
There shall be two councilmen 
elected from each ward, each of 
whom shall be qualified voters 
and actual residents of the ward 
from which he is elected. 

Section 5.-TERM OF OFFICE: 
Mayor: The term of the present 

mayor shall terminate with the 
expiration of the period for which 
he was elected, and thereafter the 
mayor shall be elected for a term 
of two years. 

Councilman: The term of the 
present councilmen shall terminate 
with the expiration of the period 
for which each was elected, and 
thereafter one councilman is to be 
elected annually for a term of two 
years from each of said wards. 

Councilman-at-Large: The term 
of the present councilman-at-large 
shall terminate with the expir.ation 
of the period for which he was 
elected, and thereafter he shall be 
elected for a term of two years. 

City Treasurer: The city treas­
urer shall be elected annually. 

Other Elective Officers: All other 
elective officers of the city shall 
be elected for such terms as is 
provided by the laws and consti­
tution of the State of Minnesota. 

Each elective officer shall serve 
until his successor is elected and 
has qualified. 

Section 6.-APPOINTIVE OFFI• 
CERS: At the first meeting after 
the annual election, the council 
shall appoint the following officers, 
who shall hold office for a term 
of one year, and until his success­
or is appointed and has qualified, 
or is removed: · 

City Clerk; 
City Attorney; 
City Assessor, who may 
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be assigned such addltlonaI duties 
as the Council shall direct. 

Each of said officers shall be a 
resident and qualified voter of the 
city. 

Section 7.-0THER OFFICERS: 
The city council may, from time 
to time, appoint such other offi­
cers, employes or servants for said 
city, as may be deemed proper 
for the management and operation 
of municipal affairs, and may pre­
scribe their duties and obligations. 

Section 8.-INCOMPATIBLE OF­
FICES: No member of the council 
shall be appointed city manager, 
nor shall any member of the coun­
cil hold any paid municipal office 
or employment under the city; and 
until one year after the expiration 
of his term as mayor or council­
man, no former member shall be 
appointed to any paid office or 
employment under the city which 
office or employment was created, 
or the emoluments of which were 
increased during his term of of­
fice, excepting that members of 
the council may be appointed to 
the Utilities Commission, provided 
they first resign from the Council. 

Section 9,-VACANCIES IN THE 
COUNCIL: A vacancy in the coun­
cil shall be deemed to exist in 
case of failure of any person 
elected thereto to qualify on or 
before the date of the second reg­
ular meeting of the new. council, 
or by reason of ~eath, resignation, 
removal from office, removal from 
the city, continuous absence from 
the city for more than six months 
or conviction of a felony of any 
such person whether before or 
after his qualification, or by rea­
son of the failure of any council­
man without good cause to perform 
~ny of the duties of membership 
m the council for a period of three 
months. In each such case the 
council may by resolution declare 
such V{lcancy to exist and shall 
forthwit~ appoint an eligible per­
son to fill the same until the next 
regular municipal election when 
the office shall be filled 
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for the 
unexpired term;_ provided, that any 
vacancy resultmg from a recall 
election or from a resignation fol­
l?wing the filing of a recall peti­
tion and any vacancy in the office 
of mayor shall be filled in the 
manner provided in such case. 



SectiottlO.-DUTlES. OF MAYOR~ 
The may:or shall be thE' chief 
executive .of the city, and the 
presiding: officer of the council, 
and shall be- the executive head 
of the health department. police 
depari:nlent .as provided in Chap­
ter 3. sanitation department, sub­
ject to the pro,1sions of Chapter 
15, and general welfare. In the 
abSence of the mayor, death, ws­
tgnation. disability to act, or ab­
sence from the city, the council 
shall :appoint a president pro tern­
pore to act in his stead. All 
appOintments made in the above 
departments by the mayor, other 
than as provided in Chapters a and 
15 $hall be confinlled by a major­
ity vote of the council In case 
the 1:0tincil shall not confirm such 
appointmenbi by a majority vote 
then and in that case the councii 
n>..ay by a four-fifths vote make 
such ap!J?inimE!nts as they deem 
propa; without the mayor's con­
s~t.. The mayor shall be recog• 
mzed as the official head of the 
city for all ceremonial purposes, 
by ~e e:>urts for the purpose of 
~g ci"il process. and . by the 
governor for the purpose of ml.li­
t~ law. lfe shall study the oper­
ations of the city government and 
shall report to the council any 
neglect, dereliction of duty, or 
waste on the 1>art of any officer or 
dep3;riment of the city~ In time of 
public ~anger or emergency he 
mar, "1th. !11: consent of the 
police CODlmlSSl.Oll. take command 
of. the police. maintain order, and 
enforce the law. ln the event of 
a vacancy in the office of the 
ma.ror, whethei; by death, resig­
nation, or any other c;ause the. 
~une11 shall order- a special' elec­
tion t? fill the vacancy for the 
une..':-pi.red term, but in the case, of 
a t~call. the vacancy $hall be fill­
~ m the manner Provided in this 

. arlJr· And provided further 
that m ease of resignation death' 
or removal from the city' b th • 
ma1;or :vithin six months fro:i th: 
a-pn-ation • of his term of ~ffice 

re;! :ad t~:~ <tl5th~\<i~~~}i 
Sua.u serve out and fill th 
nired term of th ffi e unex-• · e O ce of ma 
In case of a tie vote on th yor, 
the mayor shall have theedco~dn!1il, 
vote. eci mg 

S~on 11,-VETQ POWER· 
ordinnnces and resolution . All 
before they take effec~ . sb Shall, ,.. e pre-
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sented to the mayor, and if he 
approves thereof, he shall sign the 
same; and such as he shall not 
sign. !le ~hall :eturl! to the city 
council with his obJections there­
to, by depositing with the city 
clerk, to be presented to the city 
council at their next regular meet­
ing thereafter; and upon the return 
of any resolution or ordinance by 
the mayor, the vote by which the 
same was passed may be reconsid­
ered, and if after such reconsider­
ation, the city council shall pass 
the same by a vote of four-fifths 
of the members elected, it shall 
have the same force and effect as 
if approved by the mayor; and in 
such case the vote shall be by 
ayes and nayes, which shall be 
entered in the records. If any 
ordinance or resolution shall not 
be returned by the mayor within 
five days (Sunday e.xcepted) after 
it shall have been presented to 
him, the same shall have the same 
effect as if approved by him. 

Section 12.-S AL AR IE S: The 
members of the city council shall 
each receive the sum of $200.00 
per yaar, The mayor shall receive 
the sum of $300.00 per year. When 
meeting as a board of equalization 
the members of the council shall 
each receive $10.00 per day for 
the actual time spent in their work. 
Provided, also, that the council 
may by a four-fifths vote create a 
contingent fund to cover the 
actual expenses incurred by the 
mayor or council in the perform­
ance o:f their official duties. 

Section 13.-INVESTIGATION OF 
CITY AFFAIRS: The council or 
either of them, and any officer or 
officers formally authorized by 
them or either of them, shall have 
power to make investigations into 
the city's affairs, to subpoena 
witnesses, administer oaths, and 
compel the production of books 
and papers. The council may at 
any time provide for the examina­
tion or audit of the accounts of 
any officer, commission, or de­
partment of the city. 

CHAPTER 3. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Section 1.-MAYOR TO CONTROL 

POLICE: The Police Department 
of the City shall consist of the 
Mayor, a Chief of Police, and such 
other police officers and patrolmen 

as the City Council may from time 
to time determine. 

The Mayor shall be the respons­
ible head of the department and 
as such shall have the power to 
appoint all members of the force 
and suspend or remove them at 
will; provided, however, that the 
appointment, suspension and re­
moval of all members of the po­
lice force, other than the Chief of 
Police, shall be subject to confir­
mation by the Police Commission 
or a majority of its members. 

The Chief of Police, subject at 
all times to the orders of the 
Mayor, shall be in immediate con­
trol and supervision of all of the 
other police officers and shall b; 
responsible for the faithful per­
formance of their duties as well as 
his own. 

Section 2-THE CREATION OF 
POLICE COMMISSION: There is 
hereby created and establl.shed in 
the City of Springfield a Police 
Commission. · 

Section 3 - APPOINTMENT 
QUALIFICATIONS, TERM OF OF~ 
FICE: The Commission shall con­
sist of three members, each of 
whom shall be citizens and free­
holders and qualified voters for 
five years prior to the date of their 
appointment. 

Within thirty days after this 
charter goes i1!to effect, the City 
Charter Commission shall submit 
the names of four resident citizens 
qualified for membership on the 
Police. Commission, to the City 
Council of the City of Springfield 
for its confirmation and approval. 
The City Council must select three 
names from the four so submitted. 

Section 4-VACANCY, DEATH, 
RESIGNATION AND REMOVAL: 
In the case of vacancy on the Po­
lice Commission, caused by the 
death or resignation of a member 
of the Police Commission, or by 
reason of any other cause, such 
vacancy shall be filled in the fol­
lowing manner: 

The City Charter Commission 
shall submit the name of one 
q;1alified person to the City Coun­
cil fo~ each such vacancy, and if 
the City Council rejects the person 
whose name is so submitted, then 
the Charter Commission shall sub­
mit the name of one other person, 
and that person must then be ac­
cepted by the City Council and be 
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appointed to membership on the 
Police Commission to fill such vac­
ancy. 

The selection, approval or re­
jection of persons whose names 
al'e submitted by the Charter Com­
mission to the City Council for ap­
pointment to the Police Commis­
sion, as hereinbefore provided, 
shall be by the majority vote of 
the entire City Council, and the 
1\fayor shall not vote in the selec­
tion, approval, or rejection by the 
City Council of the persons whose 
names are so submitted to the 
City Council. 

Section 5-TERM OF OFFICE: 
When the first appointments are 
made, one member on the Police 
Commission shall be appointed for 
a term of one year; one member 
shall be appointed for a term of 
two years; one member shall be 
appointed for a term of three 
years; and therafter, the terms of 
e~ch. member on the Police Com­
mission shall be for three years, 
but staggered as hereinbefore 
provided. Each member shall hold 
office until his successor ls appoint­
ed and has qualified. Each member 
o~ the Police Commission shall.file 
his o_ath of office, but need not be 
re\lwred to file a bond for the 
faithful performance of his duties 
Appointees, in case of death vac: 
ancy, :resignation or removal' shall 
serve for the unexpired term' of his 
p~edecessor. The Mayor of the 
City, members of the City Council 
and _members of the Charter Com­
mission, shall not be eligible for 
~embership on the Police Commis­
s10n. 

Section 6-REMOV AL OF MEM­
BERS OF COMMISSION: Any mem­
ber of the Commission may be re­
moved from his office by a four­
ii!ths vote of the entire City Coun­
CJl, but no such member shall be 
r?moved except for cause and un­
til. he has had furnished to him a 
wri~ten s~atement of the charges 
agamSt him, and has had a reason­
a:t,le opportunity to be heard in 
his defense. 

Section 7-COMPENSATION OF 
MEMB~~S: Members of the Police 
Commission shall serve without 
compensation, 

Section 8-POWERS AND DU­
TIJJ:S OF THE COMMSSION: The 
Police Commission shall have the 
power and duty to confirm or dis­
approve all appointments, suspen-



.... and %emovi1is of members of 
•the. police· force,. except the Chief 
at. Police snd special policemen, 
but .an exercise no other control 
O't'ft' the p0lice Department or its 
.,.pm~ '!he. .(;"ommtssion_ m its 
~ may ~uire the .filing of 
a. tom:w &arge: against any po­
li",!em:an sought to be suspended 
« :mooved by th!;! ma,yor and may 
dm!d a }lealing thereon with an 
~ to be heard. 

Sectloc 9 - QUALIFICATION$ 
OIEYBERS :POLICE DEPART­
~: No person. :Sha11 be eligible 
to .appointment In the Police De­
~ who Is not. a ~tizen, or 
shall 8llY' person be eligio!e to ap­
pointment the,ein, :Other than as 
a .special policeman, whQ has not 
b!el:l a l'E'Sident of the City of 
~· for at least one year 
prl~ to bis appointment 

Section IO-DUTIES: The duties 
Qf all police. officers shall be .such 
as tt.ie Jaws -0f the mate and the 
ominances of the city may pre­
$!0."be for fhe preserva.tton of the 
~e 'P!m.ee.- tile. in:evention and 
~ of Q'Ulle, Tue an-est of 
o~d~ the protection of the 
rights 9! pel'S()ns and property. the 
enfon:ement of laws of the State 
~ the -0:niinanees and regulations 
of tlre _ city~ and the i:ustody and _ 
~'"e llf prisonet:S held in the cltv 
~ durlng th': pendency of hear­
:mgs or trials m the city courts. 

Section 11-sFECIAL POLICE· 
The Ma.y<i! maY, in. case of · rio~ 
IL--ge public gatherings, or disturb­
ances,. app~int such special 0l" tem­
pl.lrats police -0fficets as lie may 
deem . necessary, but SU.ch special 
or tempo:81Y ~ppointments shall 
.not t!!lntinue 11! effect fot more 
Unm cne week Without the consent 
-Of the City Council. 

_ ~ Sec:tion 12-POtlCE FOR DEStG. 
lNAT.ED PLACES: The 1\l:ayol" mny 
~ at the request of nny person 
firm.. }>Ociety, or?Jlization, or cor~ -=!.~ appomt Policemen . or 
' =•en who shall serve with .. 

c.!t_ exi>ense to the City* and have 
police pow~ to :tnese?v.e the 
peace. ~d protect property wlthin 
~ch limits and at SUch l 
may be designated in p at;?es as 
ment.. but such ~nl: such appoint-.l<fUUcemen orwatch.­
:trum shall e.xerc.rse UQ a\lthority 
!re 'u;_~ =tsbadge ot office, o,1t! 
PlOmtment. named in such ap, 
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Section 13 - COMPENSATION: 

The salaries ~ compensation of 
the Chief and-all regular and spec­
ial police officers and patrolmen 
shall be fixed by the Mayor, by 
and with approval of the City 
Council. 

CHAPTER 4 
PBOCEDUlt:E OF COUNCIL 

Section· 1-COUNCIL MEETINGS: 
On the first Monday after the sec­
ond Tuesday in March, 1951, and 
annually thereafter, following the 
:regular tnunlcipat election, the 
council shall meet at the usual 
place and time for the holding oi 
council meetings •. At this time the 
newly elected members shall as­
sume their duties. Thereafter the 
council shall meet at such times 
as may be prescribed by ordin­
ance or :resolution, except that 
they shall meet not less than once 
each month. The mayor~ or any 
three members of the council, may 
call special meetings of the coun• 
ell upon reasonable notice given 
to each member of the council. 
Such notice shall be delivered pet• 
sonally to each member of the 
council ol" shaU be left with some 
responsible person at the membet1s 
usual place of abode, residence, or 
place of business.. All :meetings of 
the council shall be public and 
any citizen shall have access to 
the minutes and records thereof 
at all reasonable times. 

Section 2--cITY CLERK: The 
council shall choose the city clerk 
to act as seCtetary of the council, 
and such other office,s. and em­
ployes as may be necessary to ser­
ve at its meetings. l'he city clerk 
shall keep such records and per­
form such duities as may be :re­
quired by this charter or by vote 
of the council. The council may 
designate any official or employe, 
or any . mentber of the council to 
act as city clerk pro tempore, in the 
absence of the city clerk. The city 
clerk of the City of Springfield 
shall also be and act as Secretary 
of the Utilities Commission and 
shall be responsible to and shall 
perform the duties prescribed for 
him bY Chapter 15 of this Charter. 

Section. ,-'.RULES OF PROCED· 
URE AND QUORUM'.: The councll 
shall determine its own rules and 
order of business. and shall keep 
a journal of its proceedings. A ma­
jority of all members elected shall 

constitute a quorum to do businesa, 
but a less number, may adjourn 
from time to time. The council 
shall provide by resolution a 
means by which a minority may 
compel the attendance of absent 
members. 

Section 4-0RDINANCES, RESO­
UTIONS AND MOTIONS: Except as 
in this Charter otherwise provided, 
all legislation and all appropria­
tions of money shall be by ordin­
ance, save where an obligation has 
been incurred by ordinance, pay­
ment thereof may be ordered by 
resolution if the amount exceeds 
the sum of five hundred dollars, 
or by ordinary motion if the a­
mount involved is less than that 
sum, and save also that licenses 
may be granted, property acquired 
for public use, and local improve­
ments ordered, b y resolution; 
Every fulal vote upon all ordin­
ances, resolutions and motions. 
and upon all amendments thete• 
to, shall be by ayes and nayes 
and the vote of each member shall 
be recorded in the minutes. The 
votes of at least three members 
shall be required for the passage 
of all ordinances, resolutions and 
motions, except as otherwise pro­
vided in this Charter. 

Section 5-PROCEDURE ON ORD­
INANCES: The enacting clause of 
all ordinances. passed by the Coun­
cil shall be in the words, "The 
City of Springfield, Minnesota, 
does ordain." Every ordinance 
shall be presented in writing. Every 
ordinance, other than emergency 
ordinances, shall have two public 
readings in full, and at least three 
days shall elapse between the first 
and second readings the1·eof. Every 
ordinance approptiating money in 
excess of five hundred dollars, and 
every ordinance and resolution 
authorizing the making of any con­
tract involving a liability on the 
part of the city in excess of five 
hundred dollars, shall remain on 
fi}e in the office of the city clerk 
at least one week, and shall be 
published at least once in the of­
ficial newspaper of the city or 
posted on official bulletin boards in 
the manner provided by this Char­
ter, before its final i)assage, except 
in the case of emergency ordin­
ances or resolutions. 

Section 6-EMERGENCY ORDIN• 
ANCES AND RESOLUTIONS; An 
emergency ordinance or resolution 
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is an ordinance or resolution for 
the immediate preservation of the 
public peace, health or safety, in 
Which the emergency is defined or 
declared in a preamble thereto, 
separately voted upon, and agreed 
to by at least three members of 
the council, as recorded by ayes 
and nayes. An emergency ordin­
ance or resolution must be in writ­
ing but may be enacted without 
previous filing or publication. No 
grant of any franchise shall be 
construed to be an emergency or­
dinance or resolution. 

Section 7-PROCEDURE ON RE­
SOLUTIONS: Every resolution shall 
be presented in writing, and read 
in full before a vote is taken there­
on unless the l"eading of a resolu­
tion is dispensed with by unani­
mous consent. 

Section 8-SIGNING AND PUB­
LICATION OF ORDINANCES AND 
RESOLUTIONS: Every ordinance or 
resolution passed by the council 
shall be signed by the mayor or by 
two council members, nnd shall be 
filed with the city clerk within 
two days after its passage, and by 
him recorded and preserved. Every 
ordinance must, and every resolu­
tion may, be published at least 
once in the official newspaper of 
the city within fifteen days after 
its passage by the council or in 
lieu thereof may be posted on 
bulletin . boards as in this charter 
provided, and shull be recorded in 
a book kept for that pmpose, 
which record shall be attested to 
by the .city clerk; provided that 
the publication of resolutions not 
involving the expenditure of money 
may be dispensed with if so order­
ed by the council. The minutes of 
the City Council shall be published 
in the official newspaper in the 
week following their approval and 
fi;11al acceptance by the City Coun­
cil. 

Section 9,-WHEN ORDINANCES 
AND RESOLUTIONS TAKE EF­
FECT: . Emergency ordinances and 
resolutionb, and ordinances and 
resolutions making the annual tax 
levy, determining the annual bud­
get, and providing for local im­
provements and assessments shall 
take effect immediately upo~ their 
passage, All otll.er ordinances and 
resolutions enacted by the council 
shall take effect thirty days after 
the date of their passage, unless 
a later date is fixed therein, in 



'tlfbich ffellt they shall take effect 
at such later date. Ordinances 
and :resolutions adopted by the 
e1ectarS of the citY shall take ef­
fffl at the rune .fixed the1;eJn, or, 
if no -such i;ime fa designated 
tnetem. then Immediately upon the 
adoption thereof. · 

SK&~ 10-AMENDMEh"T AND 
REPEAL OF ORDINANCES AI:."D 
XESOLtrrlONS: No orc'linance or 
:zerollltioo or sectio:n thereof shall 
be amended or repealed by tefer­
enc,e. to .its title alone, out such 
mnendil1g and· repealing ordinance 
or· :resoluti® $ball contain verbat­
im the otdinmice or resolution or 
secli~ thereof to be amended or 
zepealed. together with the amend• 
ed iotm thereof in case. of a.mend• 
meat. and the amended or repeal• 
mg mwnanee ~ .esolution shall 
be pllhlished, passed ~d acted 
upc.n as other resol\rtions M ordin­
ar.ces tUe hereinbe!ore provided 
f;!)t 
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bor in any workhouse in said city 
and in case of a male offender 
may be kept at hard labor either 
in such workhouse or upon the 
public streets, highways, public 
works or improvements, or upon 
a pile of rocks or stone owned by 
said city and crushing or breaking 
the same, until such person shall 
work out the amount of such fine 
at such rate of compensation as the 
said justice of the peace or muni­
cipal judge, . or the city council 
may by ordinance prescribe, for a 
time not exceeding said committ­
ment, and the city council shall 
have the power to establish, by 
ordinance or otherwise, all useful 
rules and regulations for the se­
curity of such persons thus em­
ployed, and to prevent their es­
cape and secure protier discipline. 

CHAPTER 5 
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 

Section 1-REGULAR MUNICI­
PAI. ELECTIONS: The:regularmun­
icipal election shall be held on the 
second Tuesday in ?rfarch of each 
year, the :first annual election un­
der this amended eha.."te!" to be !n 
March, 1951, and annually there­
after at such place or places as 
the city council may designate. At 
least fifteen days previous notice 
shall be given by the city clerk of 
the time and place of holding such 
election, and of the officers to be 
elected, by posting a notice there­
of in at least two public places in 
each ward, in said city, and by 
publishing a notice thereof at 
least once in the official newspa­
per, but .failure to give such notice 
shall not invalidate such election. 

Section 2:-sPECIAL ELECTIONS: 
The council may by resolution or­
der a special election, fix the ~e 
of h0ldin.,. the same, and provide 
all mean: for holding such special 
election. The procedure at such 
election shall conform to ~at 
herein pro\.ided for other munici­
pal elections. 

Section 3-JUDGES AND CLERKS 
OF ELECTION: The council shall 
at least ten. days before each 
municipal election appoint th!ee 
qualified '\>'Oters of each eJecl:!on 
district to be judges of election 
therein, The judges of e~ch elec­
tion district shall appomt nyo 
qunlified electorS of the same dis­
trict, ot as roany more ~ may ~e 
nuthoritted O'.\' the coune1l to serve 
ns clerks of election. 

Section 4-NOMINATIONS B Y 
PETITION: The mode of nomination 
of all elective officers provided for 
by this Charter shall be by peti­
tiott. The name of any elector of 
the city shall be printed upon the 
ballot whenever a petititon as 
hereinafter prescribed shall have 
been filed in his behalf with the 
city clerk. Such petition shall be 
signed by a number of electors of 
said city equivalent to at least five 
per cent of the total number of 
votes cast at the last regular mun­
icipal election for that office. The 
petition must, however, come from 
the ward which the candidate re­
presents, but the nomination peti­
tion for the mayor, the council­
man-at-large, treasurer and other 
elective officials may be signed by 
electors of either or both wards. 
No elector shall sign petitions for 
more candidates than the number 
of places to be filled at the elec­
tion, and should he do so, his sig­
nature shall be void as to the 
petition or petitions last filed. All 
nomination petitions shall be in 
the hands of the city clerk at least 
ten days before the election, and 
the same may have a declaration 
of the candidates' principles at­
tached. The clerk shall prepare 
the ballots in a manner to be 
provided by ordinance. 

Section 5-NOMINATION PETi­
TIONS: The signatures to the nom­
ination petition need not all be 
appended to one pape1', but to each 
separate paper there shall be at­
tached an affidavit of the circula­
tor thereof, stating the number of 
signers of such paper and that 
each signature appended thereto 
was made in his presence and is 
the genuine signature of the per­
son whose name it purports to be. 
With each signature shall be stat­
ed the place or residence of the 
signer, giving the street and num• 
ber or other description sufficient 
to identify the same. The form of 
the nomination petition shall be 
substantially as follows: 

NOMINATION PETITION. 
We, the undersigned electors of 

the City of Springfield, Minnesota, 
hereby nominate ··--················ ... , 
whose residence is Springfield, Min· 
nesota, for the office of .................. , 
to be voted for at the election to 
be held on the ........ day of ................ , 
19 ........ ; and we individually certify 
that we are qualified electors and 
that we have not signed more 
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nomination petitions of candidates 
for this office than there are per­
sons to be elected thereto. 

Name: Street and Number 

1 ... , ..... ----
2 ____ _ 

3 ____ _ 

5 ........... ---

------·--, being first 
duly sworn, deposes and says that 
he is the circulator of the forego-
ing petition paper containing ......... . 
signatures and that the signatures 
thereto appended were made in his 
presence and are the genuine sig­
natures of the persons whose 
names they purport to be. 

Subscribed and sworn to b;f~re 

me this ........ day of ......... 19 ... . 
This petition, if found insuffic­

ient by the city clerk, shall be re­
t.urned forthwith to the circulator 
thereof for correction. 

Section 6-CAN""v ASS· OF ELEC· 
TION: The council shall meet and 
canvass the election returns with­
in .:five days after any regular or 
special election, and shall make 
full declaration of the results as 
soon as possible, and file a state­
ment thereof with the city clerk. 
This statement shall include: (a) 
the total number of good ballots 
cast; (b) the total number of 
spoiled and defective ballots; (c) 
the vote of each candidate, with 
an indication of those who ·were 
elected; (d) a true copy of the 
ballots used; (e} the names of the 
judges and clerks of election, and 
(f) such other information as may 
seem pertinent. The city cleric shall 
forthwith notify all persons elect­
ed of the fact of their election. 

Section 7-PROCEDURE AT 
ELEC'fIONS: The conduct of elec­
tions shall be regulated by ordin• 
ance subject to the provisions of 
this Charter and of the general 
laws of the State of Minnesota. 

CHAPTER 6 

INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND 
RECALL 

Section I-POWERS RESERVED 
BY PEOPLE: The people of the city 



d ~~ ~ !aarve 
~~~~--.mac­
er;r::~w~tl:e ~ns of 
fi:ii\ ~ w ~ ai:d <ldopt 
~6• 2-:t"'"$ ~ ~ to re­
~~~~i:.Y f!):e ooun­
i::i t~ ite ,... .. ~ ti ttr~ eieeto.:­
a a ~p.ii oir cisafprovaI. 
:i.~ o ie-:a,"1 ae-~.&'!11 Jimbnc -0f­
~. ~ p-"6a:l mall, be call­
~.~~ ttJe Referen:dum, 
m 1!2 ~ res;fflive]t. 

~ ~ror.m.RES BY 
?B'Wi.?::L~ So~ of any 
mf:~~.. ~ at tecan 
e:-r-,i:ffe.-" :r.« ~ of a sig­
~ ~ am-,,sgner .Qf any 
5Qm: ~~. iX' .an:, other person. 
~ ~ i!1' offa'· any rewar~ 
~,r.r~ for services 
;II.....=~ m ~ with the 
~:awn ~c:af,, 1iut this shall 
~ ~ .. :e::t tiM! mmmitte,e from. 
Mt•: ~~~notto exceed 
~e..t:, &~· fiz legal advice, 
~ ·~ printing and 
r;;.~ fees. Any mfation ot 
tile~ m 'Um.section shalt 
~.e a ~. 

~· ~\$.:a~ ·REGuLA­
~z ~ o:mndl Slall as soon 
as ~e after 1he ....,,,..,i...,ti · 
- t,, - -:·- 0~ ,.,., tte cty ~t l!nder this 
~~ ~de by ordinance such 
~ I\'%.~ fat- the . inilia~ 
~ ~.i.:aum. and .recall, not 
~..ei::t mtn t.bi$ cl!arter as 
'ZZf 1:;e ~ :n~. such 
6\ri!"'az:.ee~ ~all Include the rele­
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IHITIATIV£ 

Sectbn. ..&.-INITIATION OF 
~: Any .five electors may 
~ themselves into a ---•tt 
f!Jr Uta ~-•"-"-' . ....,,uuu ee 

. -: • .umJ.<WOD; m any measure 
?t 'P'.1~ C!lncem_ After ionnulat­
mg_ tha:i.r measme they shall file a 
v~ ~ thereof with. the city 
e:e-,,1'. W.sether with their 
and ~d."€5SeS as members o~1:: 
«ml'"'i,ttee. They s:bsJ1 also 
a vezffi.ed 00 of . attach 
:meas-!l:Ie w ~ of :a ]?rC>posecl 
Pli.Pa'$ herein. d e Signature 
with their namese::~ together 
$p0ru;ors therefor. . esses as 

Section 5.-FOP,M OF ,,,_ 
A?ID OF SIGN.\"""',., .1ep"", • .1.}:ION 
The petition. for -th~ -";""ERS: 
any measure .shall a~option of 
measu:re, together wifu~ o; the 
ture papers and affida -~ stgna. 
attached. Such nefiti Vl thereto 

,.. on shau not 
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be complete unless sgneiI by ~ 
number of voters equal to at least 
ten i;er cent of the total number 
of votes cast at the last preceding 
regular municipal electien.. All the 
signatmes need not be on one sig­
nature paper~ but the circulator of 
every such pa:per shall make an 
affidavit that each signame aP­
pended to the pape.r is the genuine 
.signature of the person whose 
name it purpo:r..s m be. Each sig­
nature paper shall be in substanti­
ally the following form: 

Name: Address: 

3 _____ _ 

5 ______ _ 

The undersigned electors, under­
standing the terms and nature of 
the measure hereto attached, peti­
tion the council for its adoption, 
or, in lieu thereof, for its submis­
sion to the electors of this clty :for 
their approvaL 

Name: Address: 

At the end of the list of signa­
tures shall be appended the affi­
davit of the circulator mentioned 
above. 

Section S.-FILING OF PETITION 
AND ACTION THEREON: All the 
si~atme papers shall be filed in 
the office of the city clerk as one 
instrument. Within five days after 
the :filing of the petition the _city 
clerk shall ascertain by examina­
tion the number of electors whose 
si~atures are appended thereto, 
and whether this number is at 
least ten per cent of the toti;l 
number of electors who east their 
votes at the last preceding regular 
municipal election. If he finds the 
petition insufficient, or irregular, 
he shall at once notify one or 
more of the committee of sponsors 
of that fact, certifying the reasons 
for his finding. The eommitt~e 
shall then be given thirty days m 
which to file additional sign~t~re 
papers, and to correct the petition 

in all other particulars. If at the 
end of that period the petition is 
found to be still insufficient or 

irregular, the clerk shall file the 
,same in his office and shall notify 
oaeh member of the committee of 
that fact. The final finding of the 
insufficiency or irregularity of a 
petition shall not prejudice the 
filing of a new petition for the 
same purpose, nor shall it prevent 
the council from referring the 
measure to the electors at the next 
regular or special election. 

Section 7.-ACTION OF COUNCIL 
ON FETITION: Whenever the pe­
tition shall be found to be suffi­
cient, the city clerk shall so certify 
to the council at its next meeting; 
stating the number of petitioners, 
and the percentage of the total 
number of voters which they con­
stitute, and the council shall at 
once read the measure and refer 
it to an appropriate committee, 
which may be a committee of the 
whole. The Committee or council 
shall thereupon provide for public 
hearings upon the measure, after 
the holding of which the measure 
shall be finally acted upon by the 
council not later than sixty-five 
-days after the date upon which 
such measure was submitted to 
the council by the city clerk .. If 
the council shall fail to pass the 
proposed measure, or shall pass it 
in a form different from that set 
forth in the petition and unsatis­
factory to the petitioners, the pro­
posed measure shall be submitted 
to the electors at the next regular 
municipal election. But in case 
the number of signers of said peti­
tion is equal to at least fifteen per 
cent of the total number of voters 
voting at the last regular munici­
pal election, then the council shall 
call a special election upon the 
measure to be held not less than 
thirty nor more than forty-five 
days from such date, unless a reg­
ular election is to occur within 
three months, in which case it may 
be submitted at such regular mu­
nicipal election. In ease the council 
passes the proposed measure with 
amendments and at least four­
fifths of the committee of petition­
ers do not express their disatisfae­
tion with such measure in amend· 
ed form by a certificate filed with 
the city clerk within ten days from 
the passage thereof by the council, 
then the measure need not be sub• 
mitted to the electors. 
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Section 8.-INITIATIVE OF BAL­

LOTS: The ballots used when 
voting upon any such proposed' 
measure shall state the subatance 
thereof, and shall give the voter 
the opportunity to vote either "for 
the measure," or "against the 
measure." If a majority of the 
electors voting on any such meas­
ure shall vote in favor thereof, it 
shall thereupon become an ordin­
ance or resolution of the city, as 
the case may be. Any number of 
proposed measures may be voted 
itpon at the same election, but in 
case there shall be more than one, 
the voter shall be allowed to vote 
for or against each separately. 

Section 9.-I NIT I AT I ON OF 
CHARTER AMENDMENTS: Noth­
ing in this charter contained shall 
be construed as in any way affect­
ing the right of the electors under 
the constitution and the statutes 
of Minnesota to propose amend­
ments to this charter. 

REFERENDUM 
Section 10,-THE REFERENDUM: 

If prior to the date when an ordin­
ance or resolution takes effect, a 
petition signed by qualified elect­
ors of the city, equal in number to 
fifteen per cent of the total votes 
cast at the last regular municipal 
election be filed with the city clerk 
requesting that any such measure, 
or any part thereof, be repealed or 
be submitted to a vote of the 
electors, the said measure shall 
thereby be prevented from going 
into operation. The council shall 
thereupon reconsider the said 
measure at its next regular meet­
ing, and either repeal the same, or 
repeal the sections thereof to which 
objection lias been raised by the 
petitioners, or by aye or naye vote 
reaffirm its adherence to the· 
measure as passed. In the latter 
case the council shall immediately 
order an election to be held there­
on, pending which the ordinance or 
resolution shall remain suspended. 
If a majority of the voters voting 
thereon are opposed to the meas­
ure, it shall not become effective; 
but if a majority of the voters 
voting thereon favor the measure, 
it shall go into effect immediately 
or on the date therein specified. 

Section 11,-REFERENDUM PE­
TITIONS: The requil:ements laid 
down in sections 4 and 5 above as 
to the formation of committees for 
the initiation of measures and as 



to the .form .of petitions and signa­
ture papers shall apply to the 
referendum as far as possible, but 
with such verbal changes as may 
be necessary. A .referendum peti­
tion shall read as follows: 

REFEJnJNDUM · :PETITION 
proposing the repeal of an ordin­
ance, or resolution as the case may 
be, stating the purpose of the 
measure, a copy of which ordin­
ance, or resolution is hereto at­
tached. The proposed repeal is 
sponsored. l>Y the following com­
mittee of electors: 

Name: Address: 

1. ........ , .. · ......... .. 

.2 ........... __ ...... 

4 ....... ., .......... ... 

5, .............. - .......... . 

The undersigned petitioners un­
derstanding the nature of the 
measure hereto attached, and be­
lieving it to be detrimental to the. 
walfara of the. city; petition the 
council for its submission to a vote 
.of the electors for. their approval 
or disapproval~ 

Name: Address: 

2 ................ · ......... . 

3 .......................... . 

4 .......................... . 

!'> .............. _ •••• ·······• ...... ~ ................. .. 
Section 12.-REFERENDUM BAL­

LOTS: The ballots used in any 
referendum election shall conform 
to the rules laid down In section 
8 of this charter for initiative bal­
lots: 

RECALL 
. Section 13,-THE RECALL: Any 

!lve electors may form themselves 
mto ~ ':ommittee for the purpose 
of bnngmg about the recall of an 
elected officer of the city exceit 
municipal. judges. The co~nuttee 
shall certify to the city . clerk the 
~ame of the officer whose removal 
is sought, stating the grounds for 
removal in not more than tw 
hundred fifty words and th 1 ° 
tention to bring about his ~ r 1i· 
A copy of this certificate sha~1\ . 
attached to each signature e paper 
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and no signature papers shall be 
put into circulation previous to 
such certification. 

When a councilman is to be re­
called through a petition, the 
petition must come from the ward 
from which the councilman repre­
sents the electorate. If the mayor, 
treasurer,. or councilman-at-large 
is to be recalled, then the signers 
on the petition may be from one 
ward, or both wards, of the city. 

Section 14,-RECALL PETITION: 
The recall petition for any official, 
except municipal judges, shall con­
sist of a certificate identical with 
that filed with the city clerk 
together with all the signature 
papers and affidavits thereto at­
tached. All the signatures need 
not be on one signature paper, but 
the circulator of every such paper 
shall make an affidavit that each 
signature appended to the paper is 
the genuine signature of the per­
son whose name it purports to be. 
Each signature paper shall be in 
substantially the following form: 

RECALL 
proposing the recall o,..._ ___ _ 

.............................. from his office, as 

....... - ................................. which recall 
is sought for the reasons set forth 
in the attached certificate. This 
movement is sponsored by the fol­
lowing committee of electors: 

Name: Address: 

2 ........................... . 

3 ........................... . 

4 ...................•....•..• 

5-.-·•············ 
The undersigned electors, un­

derstanding the nature of the 
charges against the officer herein 
sought to be recalled, desire the 
holding of a recall election for that 
purpose: 

Name: 

1 ... --··············· 
2 ................. --•· 

3 .......................... . 

4 ••.....•..•...•..•..•...•••• 

5 •.............•...•....•.... 

Address: 

.......................................... 

············•···•········•·· 

At the end of the list of signa­
tures shall be appended the affi• 
davit of the circulator mentioned 
above. 

Section 15.-FILING OF PETI­
TION: Within thirty days after 
the filing of the original certifi­
,cate, the committee shall file the 
completed petition in the office of 
the city clerk. The city clerk shall 
examine the same within the next 
five days and if he finds it irreg­
ular in any way, or finds that the 
number of signers is less than 
twenty-five per cent of the total 
number of electors who cast their 
votes at the last preceding regular 
municipal election for that particu­
la~ office, he shall so notify one 
or more members of the committee. 
The committee shall then be given 
ten days in which to file additional 
signature papers and to correct 
the petition in all other respects 
but they may not change the 
statement of the grounds upon 
which the recall is sought. If at 
the end of that time the city clerk 
finds the petition still insufficient, 
or irregular, he shall notify all the 
members of the committee to that 
effect and shall file the petition in 
his office. No further action shall 
be taken thereon. 

Section 16.-RECALL PETITION: 
If the petition or amended petition 
be found sufficient, the city clerk 
shall transmit it to the council 
without delay, and shall also of­
ficially notify the person sought 
to be recalled of the sufficiency of 
the petition, and of the pending 
action. The council shall at its 
next meeting, by motion, provide 
for the holding of a special recall 
election not less than thirty nor 
more than forty-five days there­
after, provided that if any other 
municipal election is to occur 
within sixty days after such meet­
ing, the council may in its discre­
tion provide for the holding of the 
recall election at that time. 

Section 17.-PROCEDURE AT 
RECALL ELECTION: In the pub­
lished call for the election, wheth­
er posted on bulletin boards or 
printed in the official paper, there 
shall be given the statement of 
the grounds for the recall, and 
also, in not more than five hun­
dred words, the answer of the 
officer concerned in justification 
of his course of conduct in office. 
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Candidates to succeed the officer 
to. be recalled shall be nominated 
in the usual way, and the election 
shall be conducted as far as pos­
sible, in accordance With the usual 
procedure in municipal electlons. 

Section 113,-FORM OF RECALL 
BALLOT: Unless the officer whose 
removal is sought shall have re­
signed within ten days after the 
receipt by the council of the com­
pleted recall petition, the form of 
the ballot at such election shall 
be, as near as may be: "Shall A 
be recalled?" the name of the 
officer whose recall is sought being 
inserted in place of A, and the 
electors shall be permitted to vote 
separately "yes" or "no" upon this 
question. The ballot shall also 
contain the names of the candi­
dates to be voted upon to fill the 
vacancy, in case the recall is suc­
cessful, under the caotion: "Candi­
dates to fill the place of A, if 
recalled." But the officer whose 
recall is sought shall not himself 
be a candidate upon such ballot. 
In case a majority of those voting 
for and against the recall of any 
official shall vote 'in favor of Te• 
calling such official, he shall be 
thereby removed from office, and 
in that event the candidate who 
receives the highest number of 
votes for his place shall be elected 
thereto for the remainder of the 
unexpired term. If the officer 
sought to be recalled shall have 
resigned within ten days after the 
receipt by the council of the com­
pleted recall petition, the form of 
ballot at the election shall be the 
same, as nearly as may be, as the 
form in use at the regular munic­
ipal election. 

Section 19.-NOT APPLICABLE 
TO MUNICIPAL JUDGES: This 
chapter shall in no way apply to 
municipal or special municipal 
judges. 

CHAPTER 7 
ADMINISTRATION OF CITY 

AFFAIRS 

Section !.-COUNCIL ADMINIS­
TRATION: The entire manage­
ment and administration of the 
city affairs, including all executive 
and administrative powers, auth­
ority and duties, except such exec-



utlve authority as may be by this 
charter vested lri the mayor as the 
chief · executive of the city, and 
except such authority as may be 

· by this charter vested in the Police 
Commis$lon1 the. Park Boar~, _the 
Planning· and Zon!ng Comm1ss1on, 
anci the· Public Utilities Commis­
sion, shall be vested In the city 
counclL · 

Section 2-DEPARTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATION: The council 
may create such departments, div­
isions and bureaus for the admin­
istration of the cltyi s · affairs as 
may seem necessary and from 
time to time alter the powers and 
organization of the same. It shall 
in conjunction with the city mayor, 
prepare a complete administration 
code for the city, and enact the 
same in the form of an ordinance, 
which may be amended from time 
to time by ordinance. 

Section 3.-SUBORDiltATE OF­
FICERS: There sb~ll be such 
subordinate officers as· the council 
may create by ordinance. The city 
clerk shall be subject to the direc-

- tion. of the city council and shall 
have such duties In connection 
with the keeping of the . public 
records, the custody and disburse­
ment of public funds1 and the gen­
eral administration of the city's 
affairs. as shall be ordained by the 
council, He may be designated to 
act as secretary of the. council. 
The • council · may by ordinance 
abolish offices Which have been 
created by ordinance, and it may 
combine various offices as lt may 
deem fit,. and which are not incom­
patible under the laws of this 
state; 

, Section . 4,-PURCHASES AND 
CONTRACTS: All the purchases 
on the behalf of the city shall be 
n_iade, and ,all contracts let, by the 
city counqil, All such <:ontracts, 
bonds, and im1truments of every 
kind to which the city shall be a 
party shall be signed by the mayor 
and countersigned by the city clerk 
on behalf of tlte city, and shall be 
executed in the name of the city. 

Section 5,-CONTRACTS (HOW 
LET): In all cases of work to be 
done by contract, or of the pur­
chase of property of any kind 
tllhen re amount Involved Is mor~ 
th!nco~~~il \un~;12d dollars, unless 
lution shall ~rovi~re~r:!~isre~s~t 
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shall advertise for bids in the offi­
cial paper of the city. Contracts 
shall be let to the lowest reliable 
and responsible bidder, provided 
however, the council may reject 
any or all bids. Nothing contained 
in this section shall prevent the 
council from contracting by a four­
fifths vote for the doing of work 
with patented processes, or from 
purchasing patented appliances by 
the same majority, The council 
shall regulate the making of bids 
and letting of contracts by ordin­
ance. 

CHAPTER 8. 

TAXATION AND FINANCE 
Section 1,-COUNCIL TO CON­

TROL FINANCES: The council 
shall have full authority over the 
financial affairs of the city and 
shall provide for the collection of 
all revenues and other assets, the 
auditing and settlement of ac­
counts, and the safekeeping and 
disbursements of · public moneys, 
and in the exercise of a sound dis­
cretion shall make appropriations 
for the payment of all liabilities 
and expenses, except as otherwise 
provided in Chapter 15 of this 
charter, and none of the provisions 
of this Chapter 8 shall be construed 
as superseding, altering or modify­
ing any of the provisions of said 
Chapter 15. 

Section 2,---FISCAL YEAR: The 
fiscal year of the City of Spring­
field shall end on the first day of 
March in each year. 

Section 3,-SYSTEM OF TAXA~ 
TION: Subject to the state con­
stitution, and except as forbidden 
by it or by state legislation, the 
council shall have full power to 
provide by ordinance for a syste~ 
of local taxation and change the 
same from time to time. Insofar 
as the city procures a revenue from 
taxes upon real estate and person­
al property as such, it shall con­
form as fully as possible to the 
general law of the state as to the 
assessment of such property and 
the collection of such taxes. 

Section 4.-BOARD OF EQUAL!• 
ZATION: The council shall consti­
tute a board of equalization and 
shall meet as such in the usual 
place for holding of council meet­
ings on the last Monday in June, 
annually, to equalize the assess­
ments according to law. 

Section 5.-PREPARATION OF 
THE ANNUAL BUDGET: The city 
clerk shall prepare the estimates 
for the annual budget and submit 
it to the council for approval. The 
estimates of expenditures shall be 
arranged for each department or 
division of the city under the fol­
lowing heads: (1) ordinary ex­
penses (for operation, maintenance 
and repairs); and (2) capital out­
lays (for new construction, new 
equipment, and all improvements 
uf a lasting character), including 
the budget for the Planning and 
Zoning Commission as provided in 
and established by Chapter 9 of 
this charter. Ordinary expenses 
shall be subdivided into (a) Sal­
aries, with a list of all salaried 
offices and the number of persons 
holding each; (b) Wages; (c) Print­
ing, advertising, telephone, tele­
graph, express and freight charges, 
and other like it!:lms; (d) Supplies 
and repairs, with sufficient detail 
to be readily understood; and (e) 
an amount to be levied for the 
maintenance of a municipal band 
and municipal band concerts. All 
increases and decreases shall be 
clearly shown. In parallel columns 
shall be added the amounts grant­
ed and the amounts expended 
under similar heads for the past 
two completed fiscal years, as far 
as possible, for the current year. 
In addition to the estimates of 
expenditures, the estimate shall 
include a statement of the rev­
enues which have accrued for the 
past two completed fiscal years, 
with the amounts collected and 
the uncollected balances, together 
with the same information, as far 
as possible, for the current fiscal 
year, and an estimate of the rev­
enues for the ensuing fiscal year. 
The statement of revenues for 
each year shall specify the follow­
ing items: Sums derived from (a) 
taxation, (b) fines, (c) fees, (d) 
interest, (e) miscellaneous not in­
cluded in the foregoing; (f) sales 
and rentals, (g) revenues received 
from the Public Utilities Commis­
sion under Chapter 15 of this 
charter, (h) special assessments, 
and (i) sales of bonds and other 
obligations. Such estimates shall 
be printed or typewritten, and 
there shall be at least twelve cop­
ies, one for each of the councilmen, 
one for the city clerk, one for the 
city mayor, one for the city treas­
urer, and one copy to be submitted 
to the council at its first regular 
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meeting in August of each year. 

Section 6,-LEVY FOR MUNICI­
PAL BAND AND MUNICIPAL BAND 
CONCERTS: The City Council may 
by a majority vote levy a tax on 
the assessed valuation of the tax­
able property of the City for the 
maintenance of a municipal band 
and the giving of public band con~ 
certs within the city limits. The 
amount of the mill tax levy for 
such purposes shall be in accord­
ance with the present statutes of 
the State governing such levy, or 
as the statutes may be from time 
to time amended. 

Section 7,-PASSAGE OF THE 
BUDGET: The budget shall be the 
principal item of business at the 
first regular meeting of the council 
in August of each year, and the 
council shall hold adjourned meet­
ings from time to time until all 
the estimates have been consider­
ed. The meetings shall be so 
conducted as to give interested 
citizens a reasonable amount of 
time in which to be heard, and an 
opportunity to ask such questions 
as may seem pertinent to them. 
The budget estimates shall be read 
in full, and the city clerk shall 
explain the various items thereof 
as fully as may be deemed neces­
sary br, the council. The annual 
budget finally agreed upon shall 
be a resolution setting forth in 
detail the complete financial pro­
ject of the city for the ensuing 
fiscal year. It shall indicate the 
sums to be raised and from what 
sources, and the sums to be spent 
and for what purposes, according 
to the plan indicated. The total 
sum appropriated shall be less 
than the total estimated revenue 
by a safe margin. The council 
shall adopt the budget resolution 
not later than the first day of 
October in each year. 

Section 8,-ENFORCEMENT OF 
BUDGET: It shall be the duty of 
the city clerk to enforce strictly 
the provisions of the budget. I-le 
shall not approve any order upon 
the city treasurer for any expendi­
ture unless an appropriation has 
been made in the budget, nor for 
an expenditure covered by the 
budget unless there is a sufficient 
unexpended balance left after de­
ducting the total past expenditures 
and the sum of all outstanding 
orders and encumbrances. No of­
ficer or employe of the city shall 



place 11ny orclers or make any 
purchase except for the purpo~e 
and to the amounts authorized m 
the budget. Any oblb;ations incur­
red by any persoh in the employ 
of t}\a city_ forcany purpose not 
authorlzad 1.n, the budget, or for 
an;v amount in excess of . the 
amount therein authorizedi shall 
be perslilnally liable therefor. 

$ect!on 9.-ALTERATIONS IN 
THE BUDGET: After the budget 
shall have been duly adopted, the 
council shall hot have power to 
inCl'ease the amounts ther.ein .fixed 
whether w the insertion of new 
items, or . !)therwl,se, beyond the 
estimated revenues, unless the ac­
tual l'eceipts · shall exceed such 
estimates, and in -that event not 
beyond . such actual receipts. The 
stuns fixed in the. budget shall be 
and become appropriated at the 
beginning of the fiscal year for 
the several purposes named there­
in, and no other. The. council may 
at. any time, by a resolution passed 
by a four-fifths vote,·recluce salar­
ies or the sums appropriated for 
any other purpose, or authorize 
the transier cif ·sums.- irom unex­
pended balances to other purposes. 

Section 10.-L'EW AND COLLEC· 
TION OF TAXES: On or before 
the first day of October of each 
year the coUncll shall levy by res­
olution the taxes• necessary to 
meet the requirements of the 
budget for the en$u!ng fiscal year. 
Tli.e city clerk shall transmit - to 
the county auditor annually, not 
later than the tenth of October, a 
statement of all the taxes le'l--ied, 
and such taxes shall be collected• 
and the PRYment thereof enforced 
with, and in like mannt1r as state 
and county taxes, No tax shall 
be invalld by reason of any lnfor­
mallty . in the manner of levying 
the same, nor because the amount 
levl~d shall exceed the amount 
required to be raised for the spec­
ial purposes for which the same 
is levied, but in that case the sur­
plu.s shall go into the fund to_ 
which such tax belongs, 

Section 11-DISBURSEMENTS: 
All disbursements shall. be made 
only ~pon the order of the mayor 
and city clerk duly authorized by 
a motion of the. council, and every 
such order shall specify the pur. 
pose for which the disbursement Is 
made, and indicate that it ls to be 
paid out of the proper fund. Each 
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such order shall be directed to the 
city treasurer, and the latter shall 
pay the same if there is sufficient 
mom~y in that particular fund with 
which to pay it. If n0 money is 
in such fund, the city treasurer 
shall endorse same "Not paid for 
want of funds" with date of such 
endorsement and such warrant 
shall draw legal rate of interest 
from date of such endorsement. 
The city treasurer shall keep rec­
ord of such endorsements and pay 
such warrants as soon as there is 
money in that particular fund, 
accordingly as they are filed, The 
city treasurer shall make no pay­
ment out of any fund except upon 
orders issued by the city council 
and signed by the city mayor and 
city clerk, Any order or resolution 
:for the payment of money violat• 
ing any provisions of this section 
shall be void, and any officer of 
the city violating any provision of 
this section shall be personally 
responsible for the amount of such 
payment, if any such payment is 
made contrary to the provisions 
hereof. No contract requiring the 
payment of money by the city 
shall be valid unless the particular 
fund out of which the same is to 
be paid is specified in such c~n­
tract. No claim against the city 
shall be allowed unless accomp­
anied by an itemized statement 
and voucher sworn to, payroll or 
time sheet signed by the respon­
sible officer who has personal 
knowledge of the facts in the case 
and vouches for the correctness 
and reasonableness of the claim. 
The council may by ordinance 
make further regulations for the 
safekeeping and disbursement of 
the city's fund. 

Section 12,-FUNDS ( HOW 
KEPT): There shall be maintained 
in the city treasury the following 
funds fol' the support of which the 
coun;il may levy taxes: 

(a) A sinking fund for the purf 
chase or payment, when due, o 
any bonds or any debt of the city, 
and to pay the interest on all 
bonds and other obligations of the 
city, The council shall levy ag 
annual tax sufficient to meet a 
obligations against. this ful}d whe~ 

. duei unless otherwise provided fox. 

Cb) A general fund for the sup­
port of such other funds and fof 
the payment of such expenses o 
the city as the council may deem 

proper. Into this fund s~all be 
paid all moneys not herein pro­
vided to be paid into any other 
fund. 

(c) A permanent improvement 
revolving fund, which shall not be 
supported by · general taxation. 
There shall be paid into this fund 
moneys received from sp~cial as­
sessments levied for .local 1mprov1:1-
ments. The council may by reso­
lution determine the · aggregate 
amount of the assessments for 
local improvemen.ts which in its 
judgement shall be extended for 
payment, as is provided in the 
Charter. The council may order 
the issuance arid sale of bonds 
representing such. aggregate sumi 
which shall entitle the holder 
thereof to demand and receive 
from the City af Springfield, upon 
the surrendel' of. ·such bonds to the 
treasurer on or after the date of 
payment thereof, the amount of 
money named therein to be paid, 
with the l'ate of interest stlpulated 
to be paid thereon to the dUe date 
thereof and not after such date. 
Such bonds may be issued in such 
amounts and become due on such 
dates as the council may deter­
mine, subject to the provisions of 
this Charter. The proceeds of the 
sale of said bonds shall be paid 
into the permanent improvement 
revolving fund.. The· council may, 
in its discretion, either sell. said 
bonds direct to 1nvestors, or may 
contract fol' the sale of all such 
bonds as may be issued during any 
calendar year. No sale· of such 
bonds, by contract, .shall be made 
except after advertising for bids, 
at least one week prior to sale and 
such sale •shall be made to the 
highest responsible bidder. Bids 

·may be asked on the basis of a 
rate of interest specified in the 
proposals and on the net interest 
basis on which the bidder will pay 
pai: for the year. 

Section 13,-RECEIPTS TO GO 
TO CITY TREASURER: All re­
ceipts of money belonging to the 
city, or any branch thereof, except­
ing only those funds collected by 
the county treasurer, shall be paid 
in to the city treasurer by the 
person authorized to receive. the 
same at the close of each business 
day. ' All such moneys, and' also 
all moneys received upon tax set­
tlements from the county treas­
urer, shall be deposited as soon 
as received in the bank or banks 
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approved by the city. council .. s_uch 
depository shall give suffic1~nt 
bond, to be approved by the city 
council. 

Section 14.-ACCOUNTS · AND 
REPORTS: The city clerk shal_l be 
the chief accounting officer of the 
city and of every l;Jranch thereof, 
and the council may prescribe and 
enforce proper accounting :meth?ds, 
forms, blanks, and other devices 
consistent with the law, this_ 
Charter, and the ordinances i? 
accord with it. He· shall . su.bm1t. 
to the council a .statement ea<:h 
month showing the amount of 
money in the custody of the city 
treasurer, the status of .all funds, 
the amount spent or chargeable 
against each of the annual budget 
allowances and the balances left 
in each, and such other informa­
tion relative to the finances of the 
city as · the council may require: 
Once each year, on or before _ the 
fifth day of March, the city clerk 
shall submit a report to the coun­
cil covering the entire financial 
operations of the city for the past 
year. This report shall show the 
actual total -receipts and .actual 
total expenditures,· omitting dupli­
cations and stating the cash bal­
ance at. the beginning of the last 
fiscal year, and at the close; the 
tcital outlays for operation and 
maintenance, and the total capital 
outlays, the condition of ea.ch of 
the. ;funds; the total receipts by 
sources and the total expenditures 
by general purpose: the tot~l out­
standing. bonds and debts a•! the 
city, when due, the amount of new 
bonds issued and the amount re­
deemed, the rate of interest of 
each; . the condition of .an. the 
annual budget allowancesj and an 
inventory of all the property own- . 
ed by the city, and such further . 
information as the council and 
other city officials and taxpayers 
should have. 

Section 15,-BONDED DEBT AND 
DEBT LIMIT: No bonds shall ever 
be issued to pay current, expenses 
or to refund certificates of indebt• 
edness issued to provide for tem­
porary deficiencies in the revenues 
to cover current expenses. The 
council may by a four-fifths vote 
submit for passage to the electors 
of said city, the issuance of any 
bonds for the purchase of real 
estate, for new construction, for 
new equipment, and for all im-



provements of a lasting character, 
including public utilities. The total 
bonded debt of tne city shall never 
exceed ten per cent of the last 
assessed valuation of the taxable 
property.therein, including moneys 
and credits; but 1h computing the 
total bonded• debt, .certificates. of 
indebtedness or bonds issued be• 
fore or after the adoption of this 
Charter shall not b~ included or 
counted if. (1) held in . a sinking 
fund maintained by such city; or 
(2) Issued for the acquisition, 
equipment, purchase, construction, 
maintenance, extension, enlarge­
ment, or improvement of telegraph 
or telephone lines, water, gas, heat 
and power plants, or either, or any 
other public convenience from 
which a revenue is or may be 
derived, owned, and . operated by 
such city, or tlle. ac(lui.sition of 
property needed in connection 
therewith, or for the construction 
of public drainage ditches, or the 
acquisition of lands for, or for the 
improvement of streets, parks1 or 
public improvements, to the extent 
that they are payable from the 
proceeds of assessments levied up­
on properly especially beliefitted 
by such improvements; or (3) Is­
sued for the creation or mainten­
ance of a permanent improvement 
revolving fund; or (4) for the pur­
pose of anticipating the collection 
of general taxes for the year in. 
which issued, 

SacHon 16.-FC>RM: AND REPAY­
MENT OF BONDS: All bonds is­
sued by the city shall be in regular 
num~ered series. As nearly as 
practicable,. an equal amount of 
e.ach series shall fall due each 
year •. No bonds shall be issued to 
run for a longer period than the 
reasonable life expectancy of the 
property or improvement for which 
th~ bonds are authorized, as ascer­
tained and set forth in the election 
authorizing such bonds and in no 
case shall bonds be is;ued to run 
for longer than thirty years. The 
purpose for which bonds are auth­
orized shall be set forth 'in the 
election. authorizing them, and the 
proceeds from such bonds shall 
not be diverted to .any other ur­
P!)Se. It shall be the duty olthe 
city clerk to include In his esti­
mates each year a sum or s 
amply• sufficient to pay the pu~s 
clpal of• and· the interest. rm­
bonds which are to fall dui% ~~Y 
coming fiscal year a d e 
sum sufficient to p~y fue t~~~~;~ 
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for the same year on the bonds 
which will be still outstanding. It 
shall be the duty of the council,· 
enforceable by mandamus upon 
the suit of any bondholder or tax­
payer, to include such sum or sums 
as may be necessary for the pur­
pose in the annual budget which 
it passes. 

Section 17,-EMERGENCY DEBT 
CERTIFICATES: If in any year 
the receipts from taxes or other. 
sources should from some unfore­
seen cause become insufficient for 
the ordinary expenses of the city, 
or if any calamity or other public 
emergency should subject the city 
to the necessity of malting extra­
ordinary expenditures~ then the 
council may authorize the sale by 
the city treasurer of emergency 
debt certificates to run not to 
exceed one . year and to bear inter­
est at a rate not to exceed six per 
cent per annum. A tax sufficient 
to redeem all such certificates at 
maturity shall be levied as part of 
the budget of the following year. 
The authorization of an issue of 
such emergency debt certificates 
shall take the form of an ordinance 
approved by four-fifths of the 
members of the council; the ordin­
ance may, if deemed necessary, be 
passed as an emergency ordinance. 

CHAPTER 9 

PLANNING AND ZONING 
Section l: PLANNING COMMIS­

SION ORGANIZATION: There shall· 
be a City Planning Commission 
which shall consist of five mem­
bers, who shall· be appointed by 
the City Councll, none of whom 
shall hold any other public office 
in the City. The City Engineer (or 
Assistant Engineer) and Mayor · 
shall serve as ex-officio members 
of the Commission. The Commis­
sion shall elect its chairman and 
secretary from among the appoint­
ive members. 

Section 2.-,-TERM OF OFFICE; 
VACANCIES: The term of the ap- · 
pointive members shall be f!ve 
years, except that of · the five · 
members first appointed. One shall 
be appointed · for a term of one 
year, one for two years, one for 
three years, one for four years and 
one for five years. Any vacancy 
during the unexpired term o~ an 
appointive member shall . be filled 
by the City Council for the remain-
der of the term. · 

Section 3,-POWERS AND DUT­
IES: The commission shall have 
power and shall be required to: 

1, Make, amend, extend and add 
to a master plan for the physical 
development of the city. 

2. Exercise control . over plattinE! 
or subdividing land within the city, 

3. Draft for the Council an offi­
cial map of the City and recom­
m e n d or disapprove proposed 
clrnnges in such map. 

4. Make and adopt a zoning plan 
and recommend or disapprove pro­
posed changes in such plan. 

5. Submit annually to the City 
Council, not less than ninety days 
prior to the beginning of the 
budget year, a list of recommended 
capital improvements which in the 
opinion of the commission are 
necessary or desirable to be con­
stmcted during the forthcoming 
six-year period. Such list shall be 
arranged in order of preference, 
With recommendations as to which 
projects shall be constructed in 
which year. 

6. Promote public interest in and 
understanding of the master plan 
and of planning and zoning. 

7. Meet at least once each month 
and keep a public record of its 
resolutions, findings and determin­
ations. 

The Commission shall have pow­
er to: 

{a) Require information which 
shall be furnished within a reason­
able time from other departments 
of the city government in relation 
to its work. 

(b) Within its budget appropria­
tion, contract with city planners 
and other consultants for such 
services as it may require. 

(c) Request additional assistance 
for special survey work of the City 
Engineer. 

(d) In the performance of its 
functions, enter upon any land and 
make examinations and surveys. 

{e) Make and adopt plans for 
the replanning, improvements, zon• 
Ing or redevelopment of neighbor­
hoods. 

(f) Make and .adopt a plan for 
the replanning, reconstruction or 
redevelopment of any area or dist­
rict which may be destroyed in 
whole or tn part, or seriously 
damaged by fire or other disaster. 

Section 4.-ZONING BOARD OF 
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APPEALS: There shall be a Zon­
ing Board of Appeals which shall 
consist of three members to be 
appointed by the City Council for 
a term of three years, except that 
of the members first appointed one 
shall be for a term of one year 
and one for a term of two years. 
Any member of the board may be 
removed by the City Council after 
public hearing. Any vacancy shall 
be filled for the unexpired term of 
the members whose place has be­
come vacant. All meetings of the 
board shall be held at the call of 
the chairman, who shall be desig­
nated by the City Council, and at 
such other times as such 13oard 
may determine. All meetings of 
the Board shall be open to the 
public. The Board shall keep min­
utes of its proceedings, shoWing 
the vote of each member upon 
every question, or if absent or fail­
ing to vote, indicating such fact, 
and shall keep records of its exam­
inations and other official actions. 
Every order, requirement, decision 
or determination of the Board 
shall immediately be filed in the 
office of the City Clerk and shall 
be · a public record. The Board 
shall have power to hear and deter­
mine appeals from refusal of build­
ing permits and to permit excep­
tions to or variations from the 
zoning regulations in classes of 
cases or situations and in accord­
ance with the principles, conditions 
and procedure specified in the or­
dinance. 

Section 5.-z ON ING ORDIN• 
ANCES: For the purpose of pro­
moting the health, safety, morals 
or general welfare of the City, the 
City Council may by ordinance 
regulate the location, height, bulk 
and size of buildings and other 
structures, the size of yards, courts 
and other open spaces, and the 
uses of buildings, structures and 
land for trade, industry, business, 
residence or other purposes. Such 
ordinances may provide that the 
Zoning Board of Appeals may, in 
appropriate cases and subject to 
appropriate principles, standards, 
rules, conditions and safeguards 
set forth in the ordinance, make 
special exceptions to the terms of 
the zoning regulations in harmony 
with their general purpose and in­
tent. Such ordinances may provide 
that the Zoning Board of Appeals 
may authorize variances from the 
strict application of the regulations 
in such situations and subject to 



such limitations as may be set 
forth 1n the otdlnance. 

Section 6.-lMPROVEMENT OF 
STREETS AND .. PUBLIC PLACES: 
The .City coun~!l mayado~t a plan 
for the laying out,· grading ·and 
improvement of streets and public 
places, as well as all other mat­
ters which may seem essential to 
such a plan, the same to be devel­
oped and mac;le ln conjunction with 
the other provisions of this chap. 
ter. 

CH.APTER JO. 
POBLlC IMPROVEMENTS AND 

SPEClAt ASSESSMENTS 
Section 1-POWER. TO MAKE 

IMPROVEMENTS AND LEVY AS• 
SESSMENTS: The City of. Spring• 
field shall have tM power to mnke 
any and every type of public 
Improvement not forbidden by the 
laws of this state, and to levy 
special assessments for an suc>.h as 
a.re oflocal character; The amounts 
assessed .to benefltted property to 
pay for local !mproveinents may 
equal thee cost ottheJmprovement 
with, interest until paid, but shall 
In no case exceed.the value of the 
benefits received by such property. 

The council may, by a four-fifths 
vote of all its members order that 
tlie cost and expense o( all or any 
part of any improvement in this 
chapter mentioned, · shall be paid 
out of the appropriate fund OI.' 
general fund, of the city without 
~;:~~ment on the property bene-

Sectlon 2,-X.OCAL ™PROVE­
MENT · REGULATIONS: After this 
Charte1: take$ !lffect local improve­
ments shall continue for the time 
being to be made as far as pos­
sible according to the charter pro­
visions and laws previously appli• 
cal;lle thereto. As soon as possible 
however, the council shall prepare 
and adopt a complete ordinance 
covering every type of public im­
provement, and when such ordin• 
arte takes effect It shall supplant 
o er provisions of law Upon the 
same subject, It may be amended 
from time to time as other ordin-
ances. It. shall classify bl! 
improvements into three grol~ c 
follows: First, those which Psh:ii 
t~:nt~u:::e~!i Pr~:1ded entirely 
city• second .,. enues of the 

' · 1 ,,.,ose Which shall be 
constructed, or provided tl 
from general revenues and t!~t1~ 
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from special assessments; and 
third, those which shall be con­
structed or provided entirely by 
special assessments. The second 
class may be further subdivided. 
The ordinance shall provide a com­
plete working code, covering peti­
tions of resident property owners, 
the determination of assessments, 
and the assessment districts, pub­
lic hearings, appeals from assess­
ments, and the trial thereof, reas­
sessments, the spreading of the 
assessment over a period of not to 
exceed ten years, the collection of 
assessments along with other tax­
es or otherwise, penalties for 
delinquency ht making payments, 
and all other matters appropriate 
to the subject of local improve­
ments and as$essments. After the 
passage of such ordinance, all res­
olutions providing for public im­
provements shall conform to the 
regulations laid down in such or­
dinance. 

Section 3-PUBLIC WORKS 
(HOW PERFORMED): Public 
works, including all local improve­
ments, may be constructed, extend­
ed, repaired attd maintained either, 
directly or by day labor, or by 
contract. The city may · require 
contractors to give bonds for the 
protection of the city, the employ­
es, and materlalmen. 

CHAPTER 11 
PARK BOARD 

S e c ti o n !,-ORGANIZATION: 
There shall be a City Park Board, 
which shall consist of three mem­
bers who shall be appointed by the 
City Council. One member shaU 
be chosen from the membership 
of the School Board, one from the 
membership of the City Council, 
and the third may be any resident 
of the City, provided, however, that 
one member shall be a woman 
and that the term of the School 
Board member or Councilman shall 
terminate when, for any reason, he 
ceases to be a member of either 
the School Board or City Council 
and the vacancy shall be filled 
from among the members of. the 
respective Boards. 

Section 2,-TERM OF OFFICE: 
The term of the appointive mem­
bers shall be three years, except 
that of the three members first 
appointed; one shall be appointed 
for a term of one year, one for a 
term of two years, and one for a 

term of three years. Any vacancy 
during the unexpired term of an 
appointive member shall be filled 
by the Council for the remainder 
of the term. 

Section 3,-DUTIES: Such Park 
Board shall have charge and juris­
diction over the public parks and 
playgrounds of the City and shall 
hire such help as is needed for the 
maintenance thereof, subject to 
the approval of the Council and 
within its Budget appropriation. 

CHAPTER 12 
EMINENT DOMAIN 

Section 1.-POWER TO ACQUIRE 
PROPERTY: The City of Spring­
field is hereby empowered to ac­
quire, by purchase, gift, de\Tise, or 
condemnation, any property, cor­
poreal, or incorporeal, either within 
or without its corporate boundar­
ies, which may be needed by said 
city for any public use or purpose. 
In addition to the power to acquire 
property for other public purposes, 
the city may also acquire, as here­
in provided, any gas, water, heat, 
power, light, telephone, or other 
nlant o,; other public utility; but 
no. proceeding to acquire an:y such 
public utility shall be consummated 
unless the city has the monE!Y in 
its treasury to pay for the same 
or has by vote of the people made 
provision for paying for the prop­
erty proposed to be so acquired. 
Easements for slopes, fills, sewer, 
building-lines, poles, wires, pipes 
and conduits for water, gas, heat 
and power may be acquired by 
gift, devise, purchase, or con~~rn­
nation in the manner provided by 
law. 

Section 2,-PROCEEDING IN 
TAKING PROPER.TY: The neces­
sity for the taking of any property 
by the city shall be determined 
by the coun~il and shall be de­
clared by a resolution which sl1all 
describe such property as nearly 
as may be, and state the use to 
which it is to be devoted. The 
acquisition of such property may 
be accomplished by proceedings at 
law, as in taking land for public 
use by right of eminent domain 
according to the laws of this state, 
except as otherwise provided in 
this chapter. 

Section 3.-PAYMENT OF 
A WARD: · Whenever an award of 
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damages shall be confirmed in any 
proceeding for the taking of prop­
erty under this chapter, or when­
ever the court shall render final 
judgment in any appeal from such 
award, and the time for abandon­
ing such proceedings by the city 
shall have e1q,ired, the city shall 
be bound to, and shall, within 
sixty days of such final determin• 
ation, pay the amount of the award 
With interest thereon at the rate 
of six per cent per annum from the 
date of the confirmation of the 
award or judgment of the court, 
as the case may be; and if not so 
paid, judgment thereof may be> 
llad against the city. 

Section 4,-CITY MAY ABANDON 
PROCEEDINGS: The city may by 
resolution of the council at any 
stage of the condemnation pro­
ceedings, or at any time within 
thirty days after any commission­
ers appointed by the court hereun­
der shall have filed their report 
with the clerk of court, or in case 
of an appeal to the district or 
supreme court, at any time within 
thirty days after final determina .. 
tion thereof, abandon such pro­
ceedings as to all or any parcel 
of the property sought to be ac• 
quired and Shall pay all costs 
thereof. 

Section 5.-CITY MAY TAKE EN• 
TffiE PLANT: In case the city 
shall condemn a public utility 
which is operated at the time ci 
the commencement of the condeni• 
nation proceedings as one pi:-operty 
or one system, it shall not pi;. 
necessary in such condemnatiot 
proceedings, or any of the pro 
ceedings of the council, to describ<> 
or treat separately the different 
kinds of property comprising such 
sys~em, but all the property, lands, 
articles, franchises a n d rights 
which enter into and go to make 
up such system may, unless other­
wise ordered by the court, be 
treated together as constituting 
one property and an award tor the 
whole property in one 1'.1mp sum 
may be made by the commission­
ers on condemnation or other body 
assessing the damages. But this 
shall not prevent the city; in case£ 
where the plant and property ir 
separable into distinct parts, from 
taking only such part or partf. 
thereof as may be necessary in th, 
public interests. ' 



CHAPTSB 13 
FRANCHISES 

See ti on 1-FRANCHISES DE­
F!NEDt, Th~ word ''fi'ancmlae" as 
used 1n this chapter sha}! be c~m­
strued to mean ant special privi­
lege granted to·. any person, co­
partnetshtp, or corporation, in, 
over; upon or under anY of the 
sti:eets, highways or public places 
of the city, whether such privilege 
has heretof<ite been granted by lt 
or by the State of :Minnesota, or 
shall hereafter be granted by the 
city or ·by the State of Minnesota. 

Section 2.-FRANCHISE . ORDtN• 
ANCES: The · council may grant 
franchises by or.dinance adopted by 
a four-fifths ·vote, but In no case 
shall a franchise be granted by an 
emergency ordinance. Franchise 
rights shall always be subject to 
the superior right of the- public to 
the use of streets and public 
places. ,All corporatlon11, co-part­
nerships, or persons desiring to 
make an especially burdensome 

. use of .the street or public places 
· Inconsfatent with the. public's right 
In such ·places, or desiring the priv­
ilege of placing, In, over, upon, 
or under any street or public place 
a~y pe~aneht · or semi-permanent 
fixtures for the purpose of con­
structing. or operating street or 
other tallways, or for telephoning, 
or telegraphing, or transmitting 
electricity, or transporting b y 
pneumatic tubes, or for furnishing 
the city o).' its inhabitants or any 
portion 'thereof transportation fac­
illtie$, water, light, heat, power or 
any other public Utility, or for ~ny 
other purpose, shall be tequ!red 
to obtain a franchise before pro­
ceeding to make such use of the 
streets or public places or before 
proceeding to place such fixtures 
ln such places. 

Section 3.-PUBLICATlON OF 
FRAN_CHISE: E v er Y ordinance 
grantmg or e~ending any franch­
ise sh~ll contain all the terms and 
conditions .of the franchi . . A 
franchise shall be Without ari;· val­
idity whatever until , it has been 
accepted by the grantee, and until 
it has been given adequate pub­
~clty, by publication of the fran­
chise for four $liCcesslve. weeks 
after its passage and b 
of authentic copi~s of the yfr po~lg 
upon bulletin baards in a~nl set 
ten of the most . bl! . eas 
the clty five in epuch c Places in 

' a ward, for a 
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period of thirty days after its pas­
sage~ Nothing herein contained 
shall be construed as in any way 
preventing the electors from exer­
cising their powers under the refer• 
endunt to reject such franchise. 

Section 4.-P0WER OF REGU• 
LATION RESERVED; The city shall 
have the right and power to regu­
late. and control the exercise by 
any corporation, co-partnership, or 
persons, of any franchise, however 
acquired, and whether such fran­
chise has been heretofore granted 
by it or by the State of Minnesota, 
or shall hereafter be granted by it, 
or by the State of Minnesota. 

Section s.-REGULATION OF 
RATES AND CHARGES: All cor­
porations, co-partnerships, an d 
pe;i:sons exercising franchises in 
the city shall give courteous, effi­
cient and adequate service at teas­
onable rates. A reasonable rate 
shall be construed to be. one which 
will, with efflclent management, 
normally yield, above all operation 
expenses and depreciation, a fair 
return upon all money hcnestly 
and efficiently invested in the 
plant and equipment used by the 
company in the public service 
within the city. This shall not be 
construed as a guarantee of a re-• 
turn and in no case shall there be 
any return upon franchise value. 
Within these limits, the determina­
tion of the maximum price or rate 
to be charged by any company for 
service rendered to the city or to 
any person or persons within the· 
city shall be made, if possible, by 
direct negotiations between the 
company and the council at public 
hearings. ln case of failure to 
reach an agreement by this meth­
od the council shall, not less than 
thirty days before the expiration of 
any existing rate schedule or 
agreement, appoint the city clerk 
or some other expert as its repre• 
sentative; the company shall ap• 
point a representative; and these 
two shall by mutual agreement 
appoint a third person, preferably 
an expert in valuation and rate• 
maldng who shall together constl· 
tute a board of arbitration. This 
board shall report its findings as 
soon as possible and the rate which 
it shall agree upon by a majority 
shall be the legal rate, subject to 
the revision by any court of . com• 
petent jurisdiction. Schedule of 
rates thus fixed shall be as t1exible 
as may be, and shall in no case fix 

a definite rate for a period of more 
than five years. The city and the 
company may, by mutual agree­
ment, revise existing schedules of 
rates at any time, proceeding in 
such case ns provided for the orig­
inal fixing of rates. . 

Section 6,-ARBITRATION OF 
LABOR DISPUTES: If any contro­
versy, dispute, or disagreement 
shall arise between any public 
service corporation, co-partnership, 
or person, operating in the city, 
and· its employes, which, in the 
opinion of the council interferes or 
threatens to "interfere with the 
service to which the city or its in­
habitants are entitled, the council 
shall have the power to compel 
the parties involved in the co11tro­
versy to submit the same to a 
board of arbitration under such 
procedure as may be. provided by 
ordinance. The finding of such 
arbitral authority shall be advisory, 
unless the parties shall agree in 
advance to make such findings 
mandatory. 

Se!;tlon 7,-CONDITIONS IN EV• 
ERY FRANCHISE: Every franchise· 
which does not contain the provis­
ions prescribed in this section shall 
be absolutely void and incapable 
of ratification by estoppel, or 
otherwise. Every franchise shall 
contain the following provisions: 

(a) That the grantee shall be 
subject to and will perform on its 
part all the terms of Sections 89 
to 96, inclusive, as wen as all 
other pertinent provisions of this 
Charter. 

(b) That the gtantee shall in no 
case claim or pretend to exercise 
any power to fix fares, rates, and 
charges; but such fares, rates1 and 
charges shall at an times be just; 
fair and reasonable for the servi­
ces rendered, and shall in all cases 
be fixed and from time to time 
changed in the manner provided In 
Section 93 of this Charter. 

(c) That the council shall have 
the right to require reasonable 
extensions of any publlc service 
system from time to time, nnd to 
make such rules and regulatlons 
as may be required to secure ade• 
quate and proper service and to 
provide sufficient accommodations 
for the public. 
• (d) That the grantee shall not 
issue any capital stock on account 
of the franchise or the value 
thereof, and that the grantee shall 
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have no right to receive, upon 
condemnation proceedings brought 
by the city to acquire the public 
utility exercising such franchise, 
any return on account of the fran- • 
chise or its value. 

(e) That no sale or lease of said 
franchise shall be effective untll 
the assignee or lessee shall have 
filed in the office of the city clerk 
an instrument duly executed, re~ 
citing the fact of such sale or 
lease, accepting the terms of the 
franchise, and agreeing to perform 
all the conditions required of the 
grantee thereunder. The assignee 
or lessee shall also file a bond in 
such sum and with such conditions 
as the council may require, which 
bond shall run to the city as obli­
gee, with sureties satisfactory to 
the council, and shall obligate the 
assignee or lessee to discharge all 
obligations and liabilities ~Imposed 
by said franchise. 

{f) That every part In said 
franchise contained of permission 
for the erection of poles, masts, oi: 
other fixtures in the streets and 
for the attachment of wires there~ 
to, or for the laying of tracks, in, 
or of pipes, or. conduits under the 
streets or public places, or for the 
placing in the streets or publle 
places of any permanent or semi­
permanent fixtures whatsoever, 
shall be subject to the conditlons 
that the council shall have tne 
power to require such alterations 
therein, or relocation or rerouting 
thereof, as the councll may at any 
time deem necessary for the safe­
ty, health, or convenience Of the 
public and particularly that it shall 
have the power to require the 
removal of poles, masts and other 
fixtures bearing wires and the 
placing under ground of all wires 
for whatsoever purposes used. 

(g) Every franchise. and every 
extension or renewal of such fran­
chise, shall contain a provision: for 
Its acceptance in writing by the 
grantee within thirty days after 
its passage by the council and 
before its submission to a vote of 
the people in case of a referenduni. 
No such franchise shall be binding 
upon the city until its acceptance 
by the grantee. Such . acceptance 
shall be construed to be an accep­
tance of, and consent to, all the 
terms, conditions and limitations 
contained in the ordinance. grant­
ing the franchise, as well as of the 
provisions of this Charter. 
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(h) In no case shall the council 
grant an exclusive franchise for 
any purpose. 

The violation by the holder of 
any franchise of any .of the express 
provisions prescribed by. this sec• 
tion shall be sutficient cause for 
the forfeiture .of the franchise by 
a resolution of the council. 

Section 8,-FURTHER PROVI­
SIONS OF FRANCHISES: Th e 
enumeration and· specification of 
particular matters Which must be 
included in every franchise or re­
newal or extensio11 thereof, shall 
not be construed as 1mpaldng the 
right of . the city . to insert in any 
such franchise .or renewal or exten­
sion thereof such other and further 
conditions and restrictions as the 
council may deem proper to pro­
tect the city's interest, nor shall 
anything contained in this Charter 
limit any right or power possessed 
by the city over exist!ngfranchises. 

CHAPTER 14 
PUBLIC OWNERSHIP AND 

.. PPERAT!ON . OF UTlLITIES 
Section 1,-ACQIDSITION AND 

OPERATION OF UTILlTIES: The 
city shall have the power to ac­
quire public utilities 8!t provided in 
Chapter 12 of this Charter Th"' 
operation of all public ;tilities 
owned by the. city shall be under 
the supervision of the Utilities 
Commission. 

Section 2.;...PURCHASE IN BULK: 
'.£'he council may, in lieu of provid­
mg f~r. the local production of gas, 
electr1c1ty, water, and other utili­
ties, purchase the same in bulk 
and resell them to local consumer~ 
at .such rate~ ~s It may fix, subject 
to the provts1ons and limitations 
of Chapter 15 of this Charter. 

Section 3,-CITY. TO PAY FOR 
SERVICES: The council shall make 
a reasonable charge, based on the 
cost of service, for lighting the 
::eets. and public buildings, or for 

pplying heat, power, or any 
other utility, and a reasonable 
hydrant rental and oth h 
for supplying the city .:i.~hc wa::.r:: 
and shall credit the s · • 
publicly owned ut!lltya~~ to ~he 
the service. Such renta1s anaplriing 
charges for light h o er 
power and other s~ I eat, water, 
collected in the sa:;eceln, shall be 
fro th anner as . m o er consumers as pro 'd d 
m this Charter. ' VI e 
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CHAPTER 15 

PUBLIC UTILITIES 
Section 1,-CREATION OF PUB­

LIC UTILITIES COMMISSION: 
There is hereby created and estab­
lished in the City of Springfield a 
Publlc Utilities Commission with 
powers as hereafter defined. 

Section 2,-A PP O INT MEN T, 
QUALIFICATIONS: The Commis­
sion shall consist of three mem­
bers, each of whom shall have 
been a citizen and qualified voter 
of the city for five years immedi­
ately. prior to the, date of his 
appointment, and also at the tim:e 
of his appointment shall have been 
a freeholder of the City of Spring­
field for a period of one year im­
mediately prior thereto, 

Within thirty days after this 
charter goes into effect, the City 
Charter Commission shall submit 
the names of five resident free­
holders, qualified for membership 
on the Utilities Commission, to the 
City Council of the City of Spring­
field for its confirmation and ap­
proval. If the City Council fails 
to select three persons from this 
list of five, then other names of 
resident qualified freeholders shall 
be submitted by the Charter Com­
mission in manner as follows: 

If the City Council approves of 
less than three of those so sub­
mitted, the Charter Commission 
shall submit the name of one 
additional qualified person if two 
have been accepted; and the 
names of two additional qualified 
persons if one has been accepted. 
If the City Council refuses to accept 
any such additional person or per­
sons, then the name of one other 
qualified person shall be submitted 
for each such rejection until, ex­
cept as hereinafter provided, a full 
commission of three has been ap­
proved. However, in case the City 
Council refuses to accept any of 
the original five persons whose 
names were submitted for mem­
bership on the Commission, then 
the Charter Commission shall sub­
mit the names of three other qual­
ified persons, and those three must 
be and shall be accepted and ap­
pointed by the City Council as the 
duly appointed and selected Utili­
ties Commission. In no case what­
soever shall the names of more 
than eight persons be submitted 
to the City Council by the Charter 
Commission. 

Section 3-VACANCY, DEATH, 
RESIGNATION AND REMOVAL: In 
case of vacancy on the Utilities 
Commission, caused by the death 
or resignation of a member of the 
Utilities Commission, or by reason 
of any other cause, such vacancy 
shall be filled in the following 
manner: 

The City Charter Commission 
shall submit the name of one 
qualified person to the City Council 
for each· such vacancy, and If the 
City Council rejects the person 
whose name is so submitted, then 
the Charter Commission shall sub­
mit the name of one other person, 
and that person must then be 
accepted by the City Council and 
be appointed to membership on 
the Utilltles Commission to fill 
such vacancy. 

The selection, approval or rejec­
tion of persons whose. names are 
submitted by the Charter Commis­
sion to the City Council for ap­
pointment to the Utilities Commis­
sion, as herelnbefore provided, 
shall be by the majority vote of 
the entire City Council, and the 
Mayor shall have no vote 1n the 
selection, approval or rejection by 
the City Council of the persons 
whose names are so submitted . to 
the City Council. 

Section 4,-TERM OF OFFICE:. 
When the first appointments are 
made, one member on the Utilities 
Commission shall be appointed for 
a term of one year; one member 
shall be appointed for a term of 
two years; one member shall be 

appointed for a term of three 
years; and thereafter, the terms 
of each member on the Utilities 
Commission shall be for three 
years, but staggered as hereinbe• 
fore stated. Each member shall 
hold office· until his successor ls 
appointed and has qualified. Each 
member of the Utilities Commis• 
sion shall file his oath of office, 
but need not be required to file a 
bond for the faithful performance 
of his duties. Appointees, in case 
of death, vacancy, resignation or 
removal, shall serve for the unex­
pired term of their predecessors, 
The Mayor of the City, members 
of the City Council, or members of 
the Charter Commission, shall not 
be eligible for membership on the 
Utilities Commission, 

Section 5,----REMOVAL OF MEM· 
BERS OF COMMISSION: An 1 
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member of the Commission may be 
removed from his office by a four­
flfths vote of the entire City 
Council, but no such member shall 
be removed except for cause and 
until he has had furnished to him 
a written statement of the charges 
against him, and has had a reas­
onable opportunity to be heard in 
his defense. 

Section 6.-COMPENSATION OF 
MEMBERS: Members of the Utili­
ties Commission shall each receive 
the sum of $200.00 per year upon 
the adoption of this amendment, 
but at no time shall receive less 
than that received by members. Of 
the City Council. The Utilities 
Commission members may be paid 
not more than $300.00 for actual 
and necessary expenses in any one 
year, but any excess over a total 
of $300.00 for the entire Commis• 
sion must first be approved by the 
City Council. · 

Section 7,-POWERS AND DUT­
IES OF THE COMMISSION: Except 
as otherwise provided in this 
ch.apter the Commission shall have 
the full and exclusive control of 
and power over the entire water­
works system, Storm and Sanitary 
Sewers, including Sewage Disposal 
Plant, the Electric Light Plant and 
Distribution System, the -Filtration 
Plant, and the Steam Heating 
System now own<!d by the City 
and of any other utillty now or at 
any time hereafter owned. or oper-. 
ated by the City and d·etermlned 
by the City Council, including all 
buildings, · structures, machinery; 
apparatus, equipment, materials, 
and supplies, and all other pro­
perty belonging ·to or appurtenant 
to the same, and shall also have 
full and exclusive control and 
power over all moneys, bonds, cer­
tificates of indebtedness, war­
-rants, and other securities in the 
current or any other fund of the 
Commission as now established or 
such as may be issued and created 
in the future. 

The Commission shall have pow­
er: 

(a) To fix the time and place of 
its meetings, but it shall meet at 
least once each month; and two 
members of the Commission may 
call special meetings upon reason­
able notice given to each member 
of the Commission. 

(b) To operate each and all of 
said utilities and to do any and all 
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things necessary for the• econom­
ical management, . control and op­
eration thereof. 

(c) To keep the same in repair, 
and make necessary replacements, 
extensions,· improvements, changes 
and additi.ons thereto; . provided, 
however, that the Commission 
shall have no power to make any 
replacements, extensions, improve­
ments, changes or additions which 
require the issuance of the bonds 
of the City to pay for the same, 
in whole or in pai:t, or which are 
to be paid · for in whole or in part 
by special assessment upon pro­
perty benefitted: but In such cases, 
the Commissfon shall recommend 
in writing, the making of such re­
placements, extensions, improve­
ments, changes . or additions, 
whereupon the City Council shall 
in its discretion proceed to make 
the same aad to issue bonds or 
levy · assessments upon benefitted 
property, as the case· may be, to 
pay for the same, in whole or in 
part. Upon the completion of such 
replacements, extensions, improve­
ments, changes or additions, the 
Commission shall have. the full 
control and management thereof 
including power to operate th~ 
same. · 

Cd) To buy fuel, supplies and 
other materials. 

(e) To fix and determine the 
rates and charges to be made for 
water, light, heat, power and oth­
~r services furnished by said util­
ities, and to collect the same and 
all oth~r earnings and revenues of 
said. utilities; provided however 
that . whenever any ne~ schedul~ 
of. ra~es ls adopted for any of the 
utilities, or any change or alter­
ation is made in the existing 
schedules, affecting either in part 
ftr all of the ,I?atrons of such util~ 

Y, ~e Commission shall cause 
pubhc announcements of such new 
sc~edule, or such change or alter­
ation, to be made in the Official 
newspaper Of the City; 

(f) To prescribe the time and 
manner in which paYment for all 
such service shall be made and t 
provi_de . !or the discontinuance o~ 
termination of such Service in case 
~f nor payment, and in its discre-

on o require payment in ad­
vance for any or all of such vice, ser-

(g) To make and enforce reason 
able rules and regulation!! pertain: 
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Ing to such service and the distri­
bution and use thereof, and the 
operation of such utilities, and to 
prescribe penalties for the viola­
tion thereof. Any and all rules, 
resolutions, regulations and ordin­
ances which are now in force re­
lating to the Water Works System, 
Storm and Sanitary Sewers, includ­
ing Sewage Disposal Plant, the 
Electric Light Plant and Distribu­
tion System, and the Filtration 
Plant, and the Steam Heating Sys­
tem, of the City shall be deemed 
and considered adopted by the 
Commission and to be In run force 
and effect until repealed, altered, 
or amended by the Commission. 

(h) To 11rescribe the form of 
books of account to be kept by the 
Commission, and also to prescribe 
and enforce such methods of ac­
counting as it may deem neces­
sary or proper. 

(i) The Commission shall have 
the right to the reasonable use of 
the streets, alleys, and public 
grounds of the City for the pur­
pose of maintaining and operating 
such utilities and for repairing the 
same, or making any extensions, 
improvements, changes, or addi­
tions thereto; but whenever the 
surface of any street, alley or 
public ground is disturbed, the 
Commission shall cause the same 
to be promptly restored, as near­
ly as may be, to its original con­
d.ition. 

(j) To make, perform and en­
force contracts in the name and in 
behalf of the City, and to do any 
and all other things that may be 
necessary or proper to carry out 
the purposes expressed herein. 

Section 8,-VOTERS TO AP· 
PROVE SALE, LEASE OR ABAND­
ONMENT: (a) No sale, lease or 
abandonment of any public utill.ty 
now or hereafter at any time own­
"ed by the City, nor any part there­
of, shall be initiated unless said 
sale, lease or abandonment is first 
approved by a two-thirds vote of 
the members of the Utilities Com­
mission, and a resolution to that 
effect adopted and approved by a 
two-thirds vote of such commis• 
slon. 

(b) If said resolution shall so 
be adopted by the Utilities Com­
mission a,s hereinbefore stated, 
the same shall then be presented 
to the City Council for their ap• 
proval and confirmation, which ac-

tion for sale, lease or abandon-. 
ment of said utility shall also be 
adopted by the City Council by a 
four-fifths vote thereof, and shall 
not become effective , until the 
same has been adopted by said 
four-fifths vote of the City Council, 
and shall have been submitted to 
the legal voters of the City of 
Springfield, at a regular or spec­
ial election held thereon, and ap­
proved by a two-thirds vote of the . 
electors voting thereon at such 
election. 

. Section 9,-OFFICERS: Immed­
iately after their appointment and 
qualification, th e Commission 
shall elect from their number, a 
President and a . Vice. President 
who shall hold office until the reg~ 
ular. annual meeting of the Com­
mission, to be held one year there­
after from date Of first election. At 
each annual meeting thereafter 
the Commission shall ·. elect froU: 
their number a President and a 
Vice President, who shall hold of­
fice for one year and until their 
successors are elected and qualify 

The City Clerk shall be the Sec~ 
retary of the Commission, but shall 
have no vote nor dictate the policy 
of the Commission. The City Treas­
urer shall be the Treasurer of the 
Commission. . 

As soon as the Commission ls or­
ganized, a Superintendent of Pub­
lic . Vtillties shall be appointed by 
the Commission who shall hold of-· 
flee at the pleasure of the Com-
mission. · 

Such other: officers, .and clerical 
help, as the Commission may deem 
ne?essary, or proper, shall be ap~ 
pointed from time to time, and the 
Commission shall prescribe the res­
pective duties of such officers and 
clerical help, all of whom · shall 
hold office at the pleasure of the 
Commission. 

Section 10.-DUTIES OF THE 
PRESIDENT: The President shall 
pr~side at all meetings of the Com• 
mission and shall sign all orders 
on the Treasurer, and also all con• 
t!acts auth0rized by, the Commis-
sion. · 

Section 11,-DUTlES OF THE 
VICE PRESIDENT: The Vice Pres• 
ident 'shall . perform the duties· of 
the President in case of the lat· 
ter's absence or disability. · . · 

Section· 12,-DUTIES OF THE 
SECRETARY: The Secretary shall 
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have the following powers and· du­
ties: · · . , 
· (a) The City Clerk of the City 

of Springfield shall be and act as 
.Secretary of the Utilities Cominis­
slon, 

Cb) He shall be the Chiet Ac• 
counting Officer of the Commis­
sion and shall keep a complete 
set of books,· showing in detail all 
Of the business and financial af­
fairs and transactions of the Com­
lllission. 

(c) He shall be an employee of 
the Commission and shall per.form 
such duties as may be required by 
the Commission. 

(d) He shall be the custodian of 
an of the books, records and pa­
pers of the Commission, except as 
otherwise provided in this Charter. 

(e) He shall be the Clerk of th~ 
Commission, shall attend to all of 
its :meetings, and keep an accur­
a.te record of all of its proceedinga 
In · books to be provided therefor. 
. (f) He shall sign all orders on 
th~ Treasurer, but only when auth­
onzed so to do as provided in .this 
Charter. He shall also sign any and 
all contracts authorized by the 
Commission, pursuant to the pro-
visions of this Charter, . 

(g) He shall make a monthly re­
port to the Cpmmission, showing 
In detail,· and classified as to 
funds, all moneys received · and 
paid out in behalf of the Commis­
sion since his last monthly report, 
the balance to the credit . of each 
fund, and the balance on deposit 
in each· City Depository. To each 
monthly report shall be attached 
a detailed statement of all patrons 
wf)o are delinquent in payment of 
their accounts, and the amount 
owing by .each of them. Such re­
port .shall also contain any other 
information that may be required 
by the Commission. 

· (h) At the . end of each fiscal 
year of the City, he shall make a 
written. report to the · Commission 
and to the City Council showing 
in qetail, and classifi~d as to 
funds,. all Il).oheys, received and 
paid out by the Commission: for the ; 
fiscal year then ending• the· bal­
ance to the credit of e'ach fund; 
the balance on deposit in each city 
depository; and the character and 
amount of outstanding bonds or 
other funded obligations for the 
payment of which the Commission 
is primarily liable. The . report 



shall also show th!! natur.e and cost 
of any changes, improvements,. or 
ad!i(tions ltlade (lurin~ i;ai(l .. year to 
the utilities under lts; 1;:ontrol, and 
sball.· also . ·set forth 'any other 
changes; improvements; or addi• 
tions contemplated or under con-_ 
stderatlon by thEl Commission, with 
an ~stimate Of the. cost thereof. 
It sliall /llso contain :any other in­
torniatlori • tha't ·· the Commission 
m:ay .deem:· to bli of int.ere~t to· the 
city CotinciI. The Secretary shall 
also make such Other and further 
reports· as may •from time to time 
be required Of· him ·by the ' Com~ 
niisslon; All such• rept>rts Shall be 
in such form as may be prescdbed 
by the Commission, ; : 

· (U · Copies of 1111 reports made to 
the ·commission1 ·as. 'provided in 
this Section, shall blf furnished to 
the City Council. " 

Section 13;-DUTIES OF · THE 
TREASURER:· · The • powers and 
duties of the Treasuter' · shall be 
as follow11: 

(al lie· .. shall •receive· and safely 
keep all mo11eys. an:d tunds belt>ug~ 
ing to · the Commission, · · 

(b> The '.i'reasurer $halt attend 
all meetings of the Commission 
but shall ha'Ve no v6te on the 
Comn)!i;sJon, : . , · . 

· <c> Ire. shall keep ah accurate 
and detailed record of, all ·moneys· 
and property receivi!d or tlisbttrsed 
by him belonging tti the''COmmis­
sion. He 'ShaU keep a Separate ac­
count for_ each flilid1, and pay out 
no_ monet, ex~epL upon an order 
signed by the 'Fresldent and Secre­
tary of the . C?rn.mlssion, . as pro­
vided fa.r in this Charter, Ile shall 
pay all bi'.d~rs out Ofthe particular 
fund oh :vh1ch they· are drawn, and 
no other, and shall refuse to pay 
any-order when-there fa insufficient 
money in the fUnd. on. Which it is 
drawn to pay the same; , 

(d) He shall deposit 11 
received by him b 1 · ~ . moneys 
Conimissitin. ln scim: Ongmg to the 
designated by. the C~~n~t btinks 
a City. Depository or d unc . as 
All moneys sl)all · b. d epos!tor1es. 
the. name of the Cit .e " ,ep~i,lted in 
Public Utilities · C~ Q~ Sprmgfleld• 
shall Jssue receipts r;:1sff on. He 
paid to him Which -S: 11 moneys 
such form as 'Jn b a · be in 
the Commisslon~Y . e prescribed by 

<e> lle shall make · 
report to the Comm! • a · monthly 
Ir. detail, and . cla::1

1~~d sh~:i~~ 
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funds, all moneys received and 
paid out in. behalf of the Commis­
sion since his last monthly report, 
the balance to the .credit of each 
fund, and the balance on deposit 
in each city -depository; To each 
monthly report shall be attached 
a .detailed statement of all patrons 
who are delinquent in payment of 
their accounts, and the amount 
owing. by each of them. Such re­
port shall also contain any other 
information that may be required 
by the Commission. 

(f) At the end of each. fiscal 
year of the City he shall present 
a simtlar report to the Cominission, 
showing in detail all receipts .and 
disbm:sernimts of the Commission 
for the fiscal year then ending. B;e 
shall also make such other· and 
further reports as . may from time 
to time be required of him by the 
Commission. All of sa.icf reports 
shall be in such form as may be 
prescribed bY the Commission. 

(g) Copies of all reports made 
t(I), the ,Commission as provided in 
this Section, shall be furnished to 
the City Council. 

(h) He shall have such other 
powers and duties as may be else­
where provided in this charter or 
as may be hereafter provided and 
ordered by the Commission. 

Section 14,~DtJTIES OF SUPER­
INTENDENT OF UTILITIES: The 
Superintendent of Utilities shall 
have the following powers and 
duties: 

(a) He shall have charge of the 
physical property of the Commis­
sion and the operation of all 
utilities of the City, subject to the 
provisions of this Charter, and to 
any rules, regulations and direc­
tions given by the Commission. 

(b) He shall attend all meetings 
of the Commission, with the right 
to take part in its discussion, but 
shall have no vote. 

(c) He shaU be the purchasing 
agent of the Commission, and shall 
have power and authority to make 
purchases for it, and . to enter into 
contracts in its behalf, subject to 
the provisions of Sections 19 and 
20 hereof, subject to such rules 
and regulations as may be from 
time to time prescribed by the 
Commfsslon. 

(d) He shall audit and approve 
1n writing all b!lls and accounts 
before orders are drawn for their 
payment. 

(e) He shall make such suggest­
ions and recommendations to the 
Commission from time to time as 
he thinks proper, and the Commis­
sion may, whenever it sees fit so 
to do, refer any question or 
matter to the Supe1'1ntendent for 
investigation and report. 

(f) He shall perform such other 
duties as may be prescribed by · 
this Charter, or required by the 
Commission, not inconsistent with 
the provisions hereof, 

(g) He shall appoint all employ­
ees of the• Commission whose ap­
pointment is not otherwise pro­
vided for in this Charter, or who 
are not appointed by the Conunis­
sion under the provisions of Section 
9 hereof, and prescribe their duties, · 
and he shall also have the power 
to suspend or remove such employ­
ees so appointed by him at his 
pleasure. -

Section 15.-F IDE LIT Y AND 
SURETY BONDS: The Utility Com• 
mission may by resolution require 
the Treasurer and Secretary, and 
any or all other employees hand­
ling money and securities, to give 
bond to the Commission with suffi­
cient sureties, in such amount as 
the Commission shall determine, 
conditioned for the faithful per­
formance of the duties of their 
respective offices, and such other 
conditions as may from time to 
time be entrusted to them and 
required by the Utilities Commis.­
sion. The Treasurer and Secl'etary 
shall each file his oath of offlice. 

Section 16-COMPENSATION OF 
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES: .No 
salary or compensation shall be 
paid by the Commission to the 
Secretary and Treasurer, but the 
Commission shall pay to the City 
such snares of their salaries as 
may be agreed upon by the Com• 
mission and the City Council. In 
case of disagreement between the 
Commission and City Council, the 
share of said salaries to be paid 
by the Commission shall be deter• 
mined by the Mayor. 

'l'he salary and compensation of -
the Superintendent of Utilities ancl 
of all other officers and employees 
of the Commission shall be fixed 
by the Commission. 

Section 17,_;REQUISITIONS: No 
order shall be placed or any pur• 
chase made for or on account o! 
the Commission except upon writ• 

29 
ten requisition by the Supei:lnten­
dent Of Utilities. 

Section 1B,-PURCHASES EX -
CEE:>ING $3,000.00: Except as 
otherwise provided in Section 22, 
no purchase involving the expendi­
ture of more than Three Thousand 
Dollars shall be made except upon 
public bids, and in an such caises 
public notice shall be given and 
bids invited for the same by adver­
tisement published in the official 
paper of the City once in each 
week, for two successive weeks. 

Section 19,-ALLOWANCE AND 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS: Any ac­
count, claim, or demand against 
the Commission, except as other­
wise provided in this Charter, shall 
· be itemized and verified by the 
Affidavit of the claimant or his 
Agent, and shall be approved, ex­
amined, and audited, and the 
approval of the Superintendent 
endorsed thereon, in like manner 
In the case of accounts, claims, or 
demands against the City, 

The Commission shallhave auth­
ority to allow or disallow, in whole 
or in part, any account, claim, or 
·demand, against the Commission, 
but shall have no authority to 
consider or allow any such account, 
claim, or demand, unless verified 
and approved as hereinafter pro• 
vided. 

Section 20,-MONEY HOW DIS· 
BURSED: No moneys shall ever 
be- disbursed unless authorized by 
vote of the Commission, and then 
only upon an order signed by the 
President of the Commission and 
countersigned by _ the Secretary 
thereof, excepting that orders may 
b!! issued by the President and 
Secretary of the Commlssi<;m and 
paid by the Treasurer, Without 
authorization by the Commission, 
in the following cases; 

(1) To pay the salaries and com­
pensation of the officers and em• 
ployees of the Commission where 
such salaries or compensation have 
been fixed by the Commission as 
provided in this Charter. 

(2) To pay any account, claim 
or demand against the Commission 
that is_ subject to discount fer 
payment within a limited time, 
but only in cases where such pay• 
ment must be made, in order to 
obtain the discount thereon, before 
the claim, or demand can be sub­
mitted to the Commission for al- , 
Iowance in the usual way; but the 
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Commission may at any time, by 
resolution, suspend or terminate 
the authority granted in this Sec­
tion to issue and. pay such orders, 

In ail cases where orders are 
issued as hereinbefore provided, 
without allowance or express auth­
ority of the Commission, the Sec• 
retary shall make a report in 
writing to the Commlssi()n at their 
next meettngi showing in detail as 
to such order so issued, the tmm­
ber of the same; name of person 
to whom issued, . the amounts, 
purpose .for which issued, and the 
discount, if any, received on ac­
count of such payment. 

Section 21,--0JlDERS, HOW 
SIGNED-FORM: Every order, 
upon the Treasurer shall be signed 
by the President and countersigned 
by the Secretary of the Commis• 
sion, and . shall designate the 
purpose for which it i.s drawn, and 
the fund out of which it is payable 
and shall be payable only out of 
such fund. Every order shall be 
made payable to the order of the 
person in whose favor it is drawn, 
and may be transferred by endorse­
ment, No order on any fund shall 
be drawn unless there Is · to the 
credit of such fund money sufficient 
to pay the same, together with all 
orders previously issued against 
such fund. · 

Section 22.-REPORT CON• 
STRUCTION AND OTHER 'woRK; 
~ow PERFORMED: In the initia­
tion and performance of any repair 
construction, or other work in con; 
nectiol\ with any of the utilities 
~mder its control, the Commission, 
m al~ cases where the estimated 
~ost mclusive of labor and mater­
ials, ~hall exceed $3,000.00, shall 
advertise for bids for doing the 
same in the :manner hereinafter 
provi~ed .• When the estimated 
~ost, mclus1ve of labor and mater­
ials, shall ~ot exceed $3,000.00, 
the Commission may call fm: bids 
in the same manner, or it may by 
unani~ous vote of the entire 
Commtsion, either. let a contract 
for such ~ork without callin for 
bids, or direct that such wort or 
any part thereof, be done by day 
work,. under the supervision of the 
Supermtendent of Ut!lltl 
other officer d . es, or soml'! 
Commission. Ines~1fa!!~es b\vh:: 
bids are to be reqelved a d i ll 
other cases, where th~ n . n a 
cost, inclusive of labor estimated 
ials, shall exceed $1 ooaonodomalter~ , . , pans 
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and specifications for the proposed 
work shall be adopted by the Com­
mission, and filed with the Secre­
tary; and before any such work is 
actually undertaken a detailed 
estimate of the cost thereof sl1alI 
be furnished to the Commission by 
the Superintendent of Utilities. 

Section 23.-FUNDS, DIVISION 
THEREOF: The following funds 
shall be maintained, for Which 
separate and distinct accounts 
shall always be kept. 

(a) A general fund for each 
public utillty, out of which shall 
be paid the ordinary and current 
expenses of such utility for the 
payment of which out of some 
other fund no provision has been 
made. Into this fund shall be paid 
the current income and revenues 
and all othel.' moneys and reve­
nues thereof . not appropriated or 
payable to any other fund. 

(b) A sinking fund for each is­
sue of bonds, certificates of indebt­
edness, or other fimded obligations 
of the City, issued for or on ac­
count of any public utility, out of 
which shall be paid the prinicipal 
thereof. 

<c) An interest fund for each 
isi;ue of bo-:ids, certificates of in­
debtedness, or other funded obli­
ga.:ions of the City, issued for or 
on account of any public utility, 
out of which shall be paid the 
interest thereon. 

(d) A Depreciation and Replace­
ment Fund for each public utility, 
out of which may be paid the cost 
of repairing, replacing, reconstruct­
ing, or otherwise maintaining such 
utility or any machinery, equip­
ment, or other article Ol.' thing per­
taining thereto. 

(e) The Commission from time 
to time hereafter may establish 
such other funds as in its opinion 
may be necessary or proper, and 
provide the means by which they 
shall be established and maintain­
ed and the disbursements to be 
made therefrom, and may make 
such other provisions with respect 
thereto as it deems proper. 

Section 24,-I NT ERE S T AND 
SINKING FUNDS: As soon as 
possible after this Charter takes 
effect, the Commission shall pro­
vide for, and at all times there­
after maintain, a sinking fund for 
each issue of such bonds or certi­
ficates of indebtedness with which 
to pay the principal thereof when 

due, and also for an adequate in­
terest fund for each of said issues 
to pay the interest thereon. 

Whenever any bonds, certificates 
of indebtedness, or other funded 
obligations shall hereafter be is• 
sued by the City, for or on accout1t 
of any public utility owned or 
operated by the City, which are 
properly chargeable upon or pay­
able out of the earnings and rev­
enues of such utility the Commis­
sion shall at the time of the issu­
ance thereof provide aclequate 
sinking and interest funds therefor, 
so as to insure the prompt pay~ 
ment when due of the principal 
and interest thereon. 

S e ct i o n 25.-DEPRECIATION 
AND REPLACEMENT FUND: As 
soon as possible after this Charter 
takes effect, the Commission shall 
provide, and at all times thereafter 
maintain a Depreciation .and Re­
placement Fund for each utillty 
under its control. Adequate de­
preciation shall at all times be 
charged upon all of the property 
of each utility; and all deprecia­
tion so charged shall be paid into 
the Depreciation and -Replacement 
Fund of said utility at the end of 
each fiscal year, or _more frequent­
ly in the discretion of the Com­
mission; but the Corrunission may 
in its discretion discontinue, in 
whole or in part, payments into 
the Depreciation and Replacement 
Fund of any utility during the 
time when the amount in sucn 
fund equals or exceeds ten per 
cent of the cost of all of the prop• 
erty belonging to such utility as 
shown by the books of the City or 
Commission, after deducting there• 
from any depreciation theretofore 
charged against the same. 

Section 26.-T RANS FER OF 
FUNDS: The Commission may from 
time to time In its discretion trans• 
fer moneys from one fund to 
another, but shall have no author• 
ity to transfer any moneys or 
credits from or out of any sinking 
fund unless the amount to the 
credit Of such fm1d is sufficient to 
pay all outstanding bonds or other 
funded obligations for which it 
was created, and then only as to 
such excess; nor to transfer any 
moneys or securities from or out 
of any interest fund unless the 
amount to the credit of said fund 
is sufficient to pay interest in full 
to maturity of all outstanding 
bonds or funded obligations for 
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which it was created, and then 
only as to such excess, nor to 
transfer any moneys or securities 
from or out of any Depreciation 
and Replacement Fund unless the 
.amount to the credft of such fund 

· · ,equals or exceeds ten per cent of 
the cost of all property belonging 
to such utility as shown by the 
books of the City or Commission, 
after deducting therefrom any de• 
preclation charged against the 
same, and then only as to such 
eicess. 

Section 27,-PRESENT INDEBT­
EDNESS CONFIRMED: All out­
standing accounts, warrants or ob• 
ligations of the City of Springfield 
arising out of the construction, ad• 
dition; r e p air, .replacement or 

· changes to, on, or in the Electric 
Light Plant, Water Department ot 
Steam Heating Department, at the 
time of the adoption of this Char• 
ter Amendment are hereby recog­
nized to be general obligations of 
the City of Springfield, and are 
hereby in all respects recognized 
and confirmed as obligations of 
the City, and they are hereby de-
-~!,lred to be primarily chargeable 
iind payable out of the revenues 
and earnings of the respective 
utilities for which they are issued 
or Incurred. 

All future bonds, certificates of 
Indebtedness or other funded obli• 
gations of the City, if and when 
incurred, shall be allotted to the 
respective Department herein cre­
ated; and paid out of the respect­
ive fund, primarily liable for its 
retirement. 

Section 28.-P A YlVI ENT S TO 
CITY: In ample time before any 
payment of principal or interest 
shall be payable on any such 
bonds, certificates of indebtedness, 
or other funded obligations of the 
City, the Commission shall cause 
sufficient moneys to be transferred 
bY .it to the City out of the appro­
priate interest or sinking fund 
accounti to pay the same. 

Section 29,-INABILITY TO PAY: 
If at any time the Commission 
shall be unable for lack of funds 
or other reason to make such pay­
ments, in whole or in part, it shall 
give notice thereof to the City 
council, and it shall thereupon be 
the duty of the City Council to 
make provision for the payment 
thereof as otherwise provided in 
t]liS Charter. 



Section . :ID,-lNVESTMENT OF 
SINKING, INTERlllS'l' AND DEPRE­
CIATION AND REPLACEMENT 
FUNDS: · Suflicient moneys shall 
always be retain.edln each sinking 
and interest fund to provide for 
the. :prompt payment when due of 
the principal .and interest of the 
obligations for w)lich such fund 
was created, and there shall also 
be retained in each depreciation 
and replacement fund sufficient 
money for the teasonable require­
ments of such funds. Such moneys 
shall be deposited in the Deposi­
tory or depositories of the City of 
Springfield designated. by the City 
Council as otherwise provided in 
this Charter. 

All moneys belonging to any 
interest or sinking fund or to any 
depreciation or replacement funds, 
not so deposited in a depository 
or depositories of the City, shall be 
invested by authority of the Com­
mission in inter.est bearing bonds 
or other obligations of the kind 
and character specifically author­
ized by law. 

,Any bonds or other securities in 
:any sueh :t,md :may be- sold or 
pledged by the Commission at any 
time, but any moneys received 
from the sale or pledge thereof 
shall remain a part of such fund 
and be deposited as hereinbefore 
provided. · 

Section 31.....-GENERAL TRANS­
FERS OF MONEY TO GENERAL 
REVENUE FUND. OF CITY: The 
~tility Commission shall at stated 
intervals, and when in their judg­
ment surplus moneys have been 
accumulated in the various utility 
fun~s, not presently needed for 
repairs,. replacements additions or 
the payment of outstanding bonds 
warrants or certific:ates of indebt~ 
e~ness issued . by said Commis­
sion, transfer and pay to the City 
'Treasurer, at least 50 per cent of 
the ne~ surplus of a.11 Utilities, as 
a mimmum and not as a maxi­
mum, at quarterly intervals such 
moneys to be . used and exp'ended 
by the City for such general muni• 
cd!palt purposes as the Council may irec. · 

Section 32,..,;.INVES'l'MENTS BY 
WHOM AUTHORIZED· · 
ment of any m · • No invest• 
any such fund °:ie)f belonging to 
cept by 1 ti a be made ex-reso u on adopted b th 
unanimous vote of th ,Y . e 
In order that los e Comm1ss10n. 
be avoided it is shon baccount may 

' ere Y made the 
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duty of the Commission to make 
careful inquiry and investigation 
as to the security of any such 
investment before the same is 
:made. 

Section 33,-TREASURER RE -
LEASED FROM LIABILl'l'Y: In au 
cases where any moneys belonging 
to any such fund are invested in 
any bonds or other obligations of 
the character authorized by this 
Charter, for the Investment of the 
General, Sinking, Interest or other 
permanent funds of the City, and 
such investment is made by auth­
ority of the Commission, the City 
Treasurer and the sureties on his 
official bond shall be exempt from 
all liability for the loss of the 
mo11eys so invested, bY reason of 
the non-payment of 'he principal 
or interest, or depreciation in the 
market value thereof. 

Section 34.-PENALTY FOR VIO­
LATION: Any member of the 
Commission, or other officer of the 
Commission, who shall recommend 
or authorize, or vote to authorize 
the investment of any moneys be­
longing to any sinking, interest, or 
depreciation and replacement fund 
of the Commission in any bonds or 
other obligations or securities other 
than those specifically mentioned 
in this Charter, shall be personally 
liable for any loss or damage oc­
casioned the City by reason of 
such investment. 

CHAPTER 16 

MISCELLANEOUS AND 
TRANSITORY PROVISIONS 

Sec:Uon 1.-0FFICIAL PUBLICA­
TIONS: The council shall regulate 
by ordinance the manner in which 
official publicity shall be given to 
tlle holding of elections, to ordin• 
ances, Tesolutions, initiative, re• 
ferendum, and recall petitions, to 
requests for bids upon contem­
plated purchases and contracts, 
and to all other matters whatso­
ever which require publication 
either by the terms of this Charter 
or by the laws of Minnesota. It 
shall annually designate a news­
paper of general circulation in the 
city as the official paper, in which 
shall be published such measures 
and matters as are by the laws of 
this state required to be so pub­
lished in this manner. The council 
may in its discretion provide for 
the publlcation of the annual bud­
get, ordinances, resolutions, inltia-

tive, referendum, and recall peti­
tions, election notices, and · such 
other measures as it may deem 
wise by the posting of typewritten, 
mimeographed, or printed copies 
thereof upon at least six bulletin 
boards, three in each ward of said 
city, located in the most public 
places of the city, at important 
street Intersections, at the fire 
station, the city hall, and so on, 
and for such period of time as the 
council may direct in each case. If 
the latter method of publication is 
adopted, the council may provide 
that it shall be in lieu of other 
methods of publication, or in addi­
tion thereto at its option. Where­
ever in this Charter there is a 
requirement of the publication of 
any matter or measure, it shall be 
understood that the city council 
may designate the manner of such. 
publication, subject to the options 
permitted by this section; but 
nothing herein contained shall be 
construed as authorizing or as at­
tempting to authorize any violation 
of the constitution, or the statutes 
of the state, in any matter which 
is of state. concern or which is 
exclusively under state control. 

Section 2.-0ATH OF OFFICE: 
Every officer of the city shall, be­
fore entering upon the duties of 
his office, take and subscribe an 
oath of office in substantially the 
following form: '1I do solemnly 
swear <or affirm) to support the 
Constitution of the United States 
and of this state, and to discharge 
faithfully the duties devolving 
upon me as (mayor, councilman, 
or city clerk, etc.) of this city to 
the best of my judgment and abil­
ity.'' 

Section 3.-ClTY OFFICERS NOT 
TO ACCEPT FAVORS OR CON• 
TRACTS: No officer or employe 
of the city shall solicit or receive 
a1:y pay, commission,, money or 
t~ing of value, or derive any bene­
fit, profit, or advantage, directly 
or indirectly, from, or by reason of, 
any improvement, alteration, or 
repair required by authority of the 
city, or any contract to which the 
city shall be a party, except his 
lawful compensation or salary as 
such officer or employe. No officer 
or empioye of the city, except as 
otherwise provided in this Charter, 
or by law, shall solicit, accept, or 
receive, directly or indirectly from 
any public utility corporation or, 
the owner of any public utility or 
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franchise, any pass, frank, free 
ticket, free service, or any other 
favor, upon terms more favorable 
Ulan those granted to the public 
generally. A violation of any of 
the provisions of this section shall 
disqualify the offender from con• 

'!fnulng in office or in the employ­
ment of the city, and he shall be 
xemoved therefrom. Any contract 
With· the city in which any officer 
or employe of the city is, or be­
comes, directly or indirectly inter~ 
ested, personally, or as a member 
of a firm, or as an officer or dir­
ector of a corporation, shall be 
void; and any money which shall 
have been paid on such contract 
by the city may be recovered from 
:any or all the persons interested 
therein by joint or several action. 

Section 4.-0FFICIAL BONDS: 
The clty clerk, and such other offi• 
cers of the city as may be provided 
Jor by ordinance, shall each. before 
entering upon the duties of their 
r~spective offices, give bond to the 
city in such sum as may be fixed 
by the council as an additional 
security for the faithful perform­
ance of their respective official 
~uties, and the safe keeping of the 
public funds. Such bonds shaii be 
approved by the city council, and 
shall be endorsed by at least three 
members of the council as having 
been so approved. They shall be 
filed with the city clerk, except 
the bond of the city clerk, which 
shall be filed with the city treas­
urer. 

Section 5.-CITY PROPERTY NOT 
LOST BY ADVERSE POSSESSION: 
No right, title, estate, or easement 
o( the city in any property· shall 
be lost by adverse possession or 
occupancy, and no statute of limi­
tations shall be operative against 
the city in favor of any person 
occupying any public property or 
highway, whether such highway 
sball have been improved or not. 

section 6.-SALES OF BEAL 
PROPERTY: No real property of 
the city shall be disposed ot except 
bY ordinance or resolution, or as 
otherwise provid,ed in this Charter. 
The proceeds of any such sale 
shall be used as far as possible to 
retire any outstanding indebted• 
ness incurred by the city in the 
purchase, construction, or improve­
ment. of this, or other property, 
used for the same public purpose; 
but if there be no such outstand.; 



ing indebtedness, then the council 
may bY a resolution adopted by 
a four•fifths vote designate some 
other public use for such proceeds. 

Section 7.-.VACATlON OF 
STREETS: No streetor alley within 
the city i;hall be disconti,nued ex­
cept by orilinance . approved by a 
four,flfths vote of the c01,incll and 
subject to popular referendum. A 
record of such vacation shall be 
made in the. office of the register 
.of deeds of the county. 

Section 8,-D.AMAGE SUITS: No 
actiC>ll shall be· maintained against 
the city on account of. any injuries 
or damages to persons or property, 
unless .such action shall be com­
menced within one year from the 
occurrance of such injury or dam­
age, and unless notice shall have 
been given in writing to the city 
clerk within thirty days of the 
occurrance of such injury or dam­
age, stating the time when and 
t~e specific place Where, and the 
circumstances under which the 
~ame occurred and that the person 
mjured or damaged will claim 
damage:. .of the city therefor. 

Section 9,-RECOVERY OF 
JUDGMENT FOR DAMAGES: If 
~my judg~ent shall be recovered 
m any action against the city for 
any injury or damage caused by 
any obstrnction, excavation open­
ing, or ~efect in any street cir alley 
0! public ground, caused or occa­
SIOned by th·e act or omission of 
any person or corporation the city 
snail have the right to re~over the 
amount . of any such judgment 
from t~e person m corporation so 
respons~ble for sucti . obstruction, 
excavation, opening, or defect· and 
such person or corporation is here­
PY declared to be liable to the city 
m the amount of such damages. 

Section lD,-CITY TO SUCCEED 
TO RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS 
OF · CITY UNDER ITS FORMER 
CHARTER: The City of S rin • 
field sh~ll succeed to all th/ r/ -:~~i ~:h!~bj::d tt!~Iies,; ai1 
obligations of . the Cit · e eg~ 
former charter u d Y under Its 
the City of Sp' : nfier the name of rmg eld. 

Section 11.-PRESEN O . 
TO '.HOLD OFFICE U T FFICERS 
The present Offi . NTIL WHE_N: 
shall continue iiers of the c,1ty 
offices until their their ~espective 

respective terms 
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of office have expired. The present 
city council shall make such finan­
cial and other provisions for the 
flscal year of 1951 as will serve 
to carry on the government of the 
City until a government has been 
set up under this amended charter, 
and, if necessary, the city council 
shall make provision for the an­
nual municipal election as provided 
in Chapter 5 of this amended 
charter. 

Section .12,-STATUTES NOT AF­
FECTED BY CHARTER: All gen­
eral laws and statutes of the state 
applicable to all cities operating 
under home rule charters, or appli­
cable to cities of the same class 
as the City of Springfield, operat­
ing under home rule charters, and 
not inconsistent with the provisions 
of this Charter, shall apply to the 
City of Springfield, and shall be 
construed as supplementary to the 
provisions of this Charter. 

Section 13.-EXISTING ORDIN­
ANCES CONTINUED: All ordin­
ances and regulations of the City 
in force when this amended char­
ter takes effect, and not inconsist­
ent with the provisions hereof, are 
hereby continued in full force and 
effect until amended or repealed. 

Section 14,-PENDING CONDEM­
NATIONS AND ASSESSMENTS: 
Any condemnation or assessment 
proceeding in progress when this 
Charter takes effect shall be con­
tinued and completed under the 
laws under which such proceedings 
were begun. All assessments made 
by the city prior to the time when 
this Charter takes effect, shall be 
collected and the lien thereof en­
forced in the same manner as if 
this amended Charter had not been 
adopted. 

Section · 15.-0RDINANCES T 0 
MAKE CHARTER EFFECTIVE: The 
council is hereby empowered to 
and it shall by ordinance make 
such regulations, and do and per­
form all acts and things as may 
be necessary to carry out and 
malte effective the provisions of 
this amended charter immediately 
upon its adoption by the voters of 
the city. 

Section 16,-P REV IO U S CITY 
CHARTER REPEALED: Upon the 
adoption and the taking effect of 
this amended charter, the present 
city charter, adopted in 1923, and 
all subsequent amendments there­
of, is and are hereby repealed. 

CERTIFICATE OF CHARTER 
COMMISSION 

We, the ilndersigned Charter 
Commission of the City of Spring­
.field, Minnesota, duly appointed 
by the Judges of the District Court 
in and for the Ninth Judicial Dist­
rict of Minnesota, having hereto­
fore prepared proposed amend­
ments to the present charter of 
this City and having submitted 
the same to the City Council of 
this City, with the recommendation 
that the entire city charter be 
revised and re-written, incorporat­
ing said proposed amendments in 
said revised city charter, and that 
said amended and revised city 
charter be submitted to the voters 
of this City by the City Council; 
and the City Council having ap­
proved the revision of the city 
charter as so requested; 

Now, therefore, under the power 
conferred upon us as aforesaid we 
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·d~ hereby submit the foregoing 
ptoposed amended charter for the 
J:lty of Springfield, and do deliver 
the same to the Honorable August 
lI, Wild, Mayor and chief execu­
tive of this city, to be submitted 
to the qualified voters of the city 

•-Jnthe manner prescribed by law. 

Dated at Springfield, Minnesota, 
this 15tb day of May, 1950. 

Fremont Schmidt 
A. S. Birkemeyer 
Arion 0. Forster 
Alfred J. Lehrer 
B. J. Engelen 
Norman Gatzlaff 
Harry Peichel 
Burt R. Parsons 
Carl W. Runck 
Walter M. Ochs 
Philip E. von Fischer 
J. R. Steenhoven 
N. V. Swanbeck 
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CITY CLERK: 
Appointment ............................................................ •--·--···· 
Duties and powers .. ·-----.. ~ .............................. . 
Duties under Utilities Commissicin .. .,._........ ·---· 
Secretary of City Council ................................................... . 
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(See Public Utilities, Chapter 15) 

CITY MANAGER: 
How appointed ............................................ - .......................... . 
Qualifications, duties .............................................................. . 
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FUNDS: Chapter Sec. Page 
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How disbursed. ·----···········-"'";........................ 8 11 16 
How a.Mded and divisions~ ................ -................................ 8 12 :16 
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Mayor head of Department of ......... .::..-........................... 2 
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mission, Planning and Zoning Commission) Chapter Sec. Page 
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Incompatible offices.................................................................. 2 8 3 
Not to accept favors or contracts........................................ 16 3 33 
Official bonds ..... ·------·······--·················· .. ················ 16 4 33 
Other appointive office1·s ................................. ___ 2 7 3 
Other elective officer<>------·······-----·· 2 5 3 
Subordinateofficers ...... ········································· .. ··--············ 7 3 14 
Wlio appointive,., . • ......................................... 2 6 3 
WJto elective.............................................................................. 2 4 3 

OFFICIAL PAPER: 
Posting on bulletin boards.................................................... 16 
Who designates: ................... ___ ................................... 16 

OF.FICIAL PUBLICATIONS: 
(See Miscellaneous and Transitory Provisions) 

ORDINANCES AND R.ESOLUTIONS: 

Abolishment of offices ..... ·-·--··· .. ·······---············· 
Anlendment ·. and repeals ....................................................... . 
Date effective · . ····----············--············ 
Emergency ordlnance ........... ------·-··············· 
Existing ordinances continued ............................................. . 
Fines and punishment for violation of ............................. . 
How authenticated ................................... _____ _ 
How passed and approved.---············· .. ·-················ 
Offenders put to labor ........................................................... . 
Procedure on ordinance ......................................................... . 
Publication ............................................................................... . 
Rfcord thereof, how kept. .................................................... . 
TJUe· '· ...................................... ----
To make Charter effective ...................................... __ _ 
Veto by Mayor ........... ·----·-·-······ .. ············--············· 

PARK BOARD (PARK COMMISSION): ..................................... . 
Precedence over other charter provisions ......................... . 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION: ................................ . 
Precedence over other charter provisions ......................... . 
Zon!ng Board of Appeals ....................................................... . 
Zomng Ordinances ................................................................... . 

POLICE COMMISSION: .................................................................. . 
~ow~rs .......... ·:•• ......................................... -----············--·· 

pemal Police ........ ____ .............. , ............................... . 
Term of office . Vacancies ......................................................... . 

•••••• .... ••••·u ............ -.,..,.,,. ........... ., ....... 0••••_ ...... •••• .. ••••••••••• .. ••• .......... .. 

POLICE DEPARTME:NT: 
Mayor head of 
(See Police Com~i"~~i~i;:) ......................... .. 

PROCESS (CIVIL) .......................................................................... . 

PUBLIC mPROVEMENTS AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS: 
(See Special Assessments) 

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP AND OPERATION OF UTILITIES: ..... . 

r~:e~:ilit~~~\~\~lities ..................................................... . 

PUBiif Uf!LITIES COMMISSION: ............................................. . 
Appve~ rtsement for bids, required ...................................... . 

om ment and !'fi t· Compensation qua I ca wns ......................................... . 
Disbursements ······--············ .. ····--····· ....................................... . 

................ u ............ ~ .. •• ................ •••~•••••••• .... •••••-•••• ............ ,..,.,_. 

7 
4 
4 
4 

16 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

16 
2 

11 
1 

9 
1 
9 
9 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

2 

2 

14 
14 

15 
15 
15 
15 
15 

1 
1 

3 
10 

9 
6 

13 
11 
8 
4 

12 
5 
8 
8 
5 

15 
11 

8 

8 
4 
5 

8 
11 
5 
4 

10 

10 

1 

22 
2 
6 

19 

32 
32 

14 
8 
7 
7 

34 
8 
7 
7 
8 
7 
7 
7 
7 

34 
4 

20 
2 

18 
!! 

19 
19 

4 
5 
6 
5 
5 

4 

4 

24 
24 

24 
30 
24 
25 
29 

_41 

Chapter Sec. Page 
Funds to be established ....................................................... . 

Transfer of ........ ·---················· ................................. . 
Investment of funds .............................. ·-·~• ..................... . 
Officers and employees, and duties ...... ;;._ ....................... . 

(See Chapter 15, Sections 9 through: 14} 
Compensation of officers. · 
Official Bonds ........................... ___ ,. ....................... . 

Operation of Utilities under Utilities Commission ......... . 
Penalty for violation ................................ :.... ......................... . 
Powers, duties, and jurisdiction ......... , .. ~ •. ; ........................ . 
Precedence over other charter provisions: ........................ . 
Present indebtedness confirmed ...................................... . 
Purchases exceeding $3,000.00 ........... ---
Release of Treasurer's liability ............ - ......................... . 
Removal - ................................................. -_ ........................ . 
Sale, lease, or abandonment of utilltie.s. .......................... . 
Term of office _______ ,. ....... .;....., ...................... . 
Transfers of money to General Revenue Fund of City 
Vacancy in offlce ........................................ ---

PUNISHMENT: 
Fines ....... ·---····· .............................. ·-·•·•· ..................... . 
Put to labor___ ------··--·· .. ····----
Time of confinement ...... ---............ v··--·············--····· 

PURCHASES AND CONTRACTS: .................. , _ _. ....................... . 

RECALL: 
Form of ballot .............................................. - ......................... . 
How exerciseu...------·--·· .. -·---···••.•···· ... · .... . 
Not applicable to municipal judges ... ·•:-;_•"·,······-· --
Petition ........................................................... - ...................... . 
Petition, how filed ..................................... - .......................... . 
Procedure at election·-······•·"····•-"'" ........... ··········· 

REFERENDUM: 
How exercised .............................................. ~ ..... --. ············· 
Petition -----························•---•·•"- • Petition, how filed ..................................... - ........................... . 
Referendum ballots ................................................................ . 
(See Initiative) 

RESOLUTIONS: 
How published ........................................................... . 
Money appropriated ......................................... ••·····---
When passed .................................................................. · ···· · 

SALARIES: 
(See Officers and Commissions) 

SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL PLANT: 
{See Public Utilities Commission) 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS: 
By contract or day labor ...... , ................................. . 
Local improvement regulations .......................................... .. 
Portion borne by city............................. .. ........................ . 
Power to make........................................................... . · · · · 
Provision for ordinance regulating ..................................... . 

STE.AM HEATING SYSTEM: 
(See Public utilities Commission) 

STREETS, ALLEYS, AND PUBLIC GROUNDS: 
Control in hands of council .............................. ······· · · · 
Improvement of streets ..................................... ·· • 
Vacation .................................................................. . 
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TAXATION AND FINANCE: Chapter Sec. Page 

Band concerts .. , ....................................................................... •• 8 6 15 
Board of Equalization............................... _____ 8 4 14 
Budget ...................................................... ·---··· .. ······"····· 8 5 15 
Collection ......................................... ...... ............... ..... ............ 8 10 16 
Control in City Council... ........................ ____ 8 1 14 
Disbursements •....... -. ... · ............... , ....................................... 8 11 16 
Estimates for tax levy............................................................ 8 5 15 
Estimates to be furnished...................................................... 8 5 15 
Funds, how kept ........................ . ......................... ................. 8 12 16 

Sinking ................... . .......................................................... ,... 8 12 16 
General .................................................................................. 8 12 16 
Permanent Improvement.................................................... 8 12 16 

Limitations to leVY••············-·------· .... - .. -............... 8 3 14 
System of taxation.............................................................. 8 3 14 

Transmission to county auditor............................................ 8 10 16 
Utilities Commission (Precedence of Chapter 15 over 

Chapter 8>-----.... ________ _ 
When and how levied ............. _______ ............... . 

TREASURER: 
(See City Treasurer) 

UTILITIES, PUBLIC: 

8 
8 

(See Public Utilities - Chapter 15) 
.Acquisition, operation and conttol of.................................. 14 
City to pay for service....... _____ ............... 14 
Purchase in bulk............................................... .... ................... 14 

V .ACANCIES: 
(See Officers: Park Board, Polfce Commission, Public 
Utilities Commission, Zoning and Planning Commission,) 

WARDS: ............................................................................................ . 

WATERWORKS: 
(See Public Utilities Commission) 

ZONING AND PLANNING COMMISSION: 
(See Planning and Zoning Commission) 
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St!'lto @f .. ~n .. 000-c-as; } 
CJ(Jo 

Otiu..~·b1 of Er~;:,n~ 

tho City of SJ?Ylngfioliill nioun Oowo.ty9 !~~otasi IDra dul:r il.oliii'i3trcl9. by the£! Sea~ f>f 

~eebolde~ apJilOln:too. bl ·~he Jm'!g@ of th0 D:totrict G~t of this Diot:f1ot11 to ths O:tty 

OounoU ot tbs City of Spr!l.ngfi©Yl9 @n Ju.11>;;, :m·~hoc 19;0; s!Ul that at a ite~ meeting 

of the City 01.mMll held ©i1 S;,lid lie.tebl a. SP,36ial El@etion ~s dUlr oale:red. llM ca~ 

tt>~ the express ~po$e ot wtine on tho adoption of ~a:Ul Ai'11ende& 0~21'ts:r, the said 

election ttt ho. hel!l in tbs City of Spr2.ngf'iold @:n Tuesday, ·~hs 2jth tiss1 of July, 1950; 

between thin hoo:e.\!J t,f s~-mn otel031t A(; m.~ and !!~ht o1eloek Pe M. on (:%8.id dtil.Jf tM.t 

Nbtioet.1 ot csiia StJOOW n:toot:t~.a tmto ti!~ 1~~t::\ltl ~t t~® ~lllcir~~1 p]Jloes in the 01t,, 

,a.t leaot, ten do.ya p,itrt? to ~~ eleit:t® tiato, a@ e;i,ppe~'to ~ thQ etfido.v:tt of A. o. Uutlle:v, 

City ClA#k of tho Oitf of Sp:ringf!~ltt, t1hioh atfW~tJit io cf ~.:.100:rd rm on i':UG in bis 

ot£1coJ tha.t sata !oti~a (pf Eki\'tvi~ ~s else pa1,Ushoo :in the Spt,ingfi.Qld Adw.-nce bs:s 

the of'tit~l 11$WS~~ fw no.id O:tty On<.t(ii) ce~ 'l:Jeel;. fo'I! t~ wceesu!:ve waska11 the first 

of which tJU,bUcatiorw P&1.s miid~ 011 i~1 the ~., day ot Jun~, 1950, €llXl the:reatt• 

on Tbw:'~, each t:terut to ~ il'wlwlit13 'lhUJ:icxl~p th~ l.Sth. 9 «t!:lJ et July1 l9SO, a.U as 

l'llOl'e prurbic~l,' o.~!)$$1'$ bt1i1t, tho aft!d$.vit of ~blic~t:tcn ,on fil~ :tn the otc~e1-6.t the: 

C!t7 Olo~k. 
t.rbat tbet polls t-iez~ O-t'-lahQlti i;it Sov~ @1el~k A~ f;1• on smid JuJg 25th., 

19$0, the da,J· Qr s~ eloot:ton, s.lld tiera kept oyen ?!lont;i.nuoualy wtil t~nt ·ctelwk ~. I, 

ot th!.t dafJ th~t thor-0~t~ emd en July 27th., 19:SO, the City Ommoi1 ~t ~s a. c~•sing 

~tu e.M dulr' con1.1eosoo. s-iid Speo:1€.tl t::lectieing mid. f~ tlmt tboro t'rOre onot @t such 

elsct:lo~ c t~l of /..57 'vl,·tes41 of t1h:t~1li 11~1.ioor 299 wore cm.st in te:.."i!W oJd 1;a ~inst the 

ndopthri.1 of a.'.i!M 1'1tn:,nd.~ c~toA"p Brd th,.1:h e.~id A.m~nae-a .CU2::i.rtc1• tJaS dtalW ra.tified and 

CdQptcti ct CU~h el®3tiCl\'le 

t'J;ttlr!®ai::, f:W' lmiti±l m1~t ·®e @@l"J?Ol:at© ~oa;l @f ·v:.ho O:l:b2J' of S~in~~ld0 lh'-offll. 
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