
REPORT OF INTERIM COMMITTEE 

To the Honorable Members 
of the House of Representatives 
of the 1949 Legislature 
of the State of Minnesota 

The committee appointed pursuant to House Re.solution No. 25 

which was appointed for the purpose of contracting for an improved 

public address system for the House che.mber, air conditioning equip­

ment for the House chamber and for the general improvement of the 

chamber used by the House ot Representatives and the committee rooms, 

met and organized and elected the following officers: Representa­

tive Lawrence M. Ha.11, chs.irman; Representative George R. Matchan, 

secretary. 

The committee met and consulted with the custodian of the 

Oapi•liol and engineers and architects from the d.epe.rtment of adminis­

tre.tion. 

['he custodian of the Capitol and the department of admin­

istration were instructed to obtain costs for enle.rging and remodel­

ing House committee rooms together with adequate provision for air 

conditioning ot the rooms so remodelect., At the same time the matter 

of air conditioning the House chamber was discussed with the archi­

tects from the department ot administration and a subcommittee was 

appointed to confer with the stat~ department of health relative to 

the advisability and practicability of air conditioning the House 

cha.mber. 
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The committee hearcl from various inte1'Jested people who 

outlined suggestions for improving the House chamber and the com­

mittee rooms together with estimated costs of the projected improve­

ments. All of the people who were heard indicated that physical 

changes of the building were difficult to make and ext1•emely ex­

pensive for obtaining the desired improvement. In view of the 

shortages of certain materials that were necessary to complete im­

provements and because of the apparent high cost of these improve­

ments the committee decided to refrain from entering into any agree­

ment pertaining to the remodeling or relocation of committee rooms 

and providing for air conditioning in the committee rooms or the 

House ohe.mber itself. 

The committee did, however, advise the Capitol custodian, 

the direotor of administration and the public examiner tha,t the 

facilities of the House Appropriations Oommittee were inadequate 

and after an inspection of the Capitol building the committee was 

of the opinion that Rooms 108 and 109 would more fully and adequately 

serve the needs of the House Appropriations Committee and advised 

the custodian and the public examiner to -vacate these premises and 

make them availe.ble for use by the House Appropriations Committee 

at the commencement of the 1949 session of ·the Legislature. Pursuant 

to the negotiations of the committee these rooms were vacated and 

made available for the House Appropriations Committee. 

A study of the public address equipment of the House 

chamber indicated that with certain improvements in the system 

the efficacy of the system could be improved. Engineers appea,r-
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ing before the committee indicated that there were two noticeable 

defects in the present system. The first he.a. to do largely with the 

antiquated equipment which was in use and they suggested that this 

equipment be replaced with modern loud speaking equipment with new 

loud speakers placed in uniform locations about the House chamber. 

The engineers advised the committee tha·t i "G would coat $36.51. OJ. to 

make the recommended changes in the loud spea~ing equipment. The 

committee authorized Lewis w. Smith to proceed. with the wrk designed 

to improve and correct the loud speaking system in accordance with 

the estime,te he presented to the committee. This work has been com­

pleted at a total cost of $3500.26 and included completely new mech­

anical equipment together with new microphones and new loud .speakers 

placed in the Rouse chamber. Tests have indicated that the equipment 

which has been installed is working in a se,tisfactory manner and this 

committee recommends that Lewis w. Smith be paid the sum of $3500.26. 

for the work performed by him e.nd for the material he furnished in 

connection with the reconversion of the speaking system. 

In addition to changes in the physical equipment of the 

loud speaking system the engineers ·recommended to the committee the 

instal1ation of carpeting in the House chamber for the purpose of 

improving the acoustics of that room and. the committee, acting upon 

the su.ggestion. of the engineers, obtained estimates from various 

firms as to the cost of carpeting the House ehe1nber which are covered 

in detail in tihe portion of the report dealing with carpeting. 
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CARPETING 

The committee solicited bids on carpeting for the House 

retiring room end' the House chamber.. At least four different firms 

submitted bids on carpeting and made suggestions for the installa­

tion of carpeting in the retiring room, the House chamber, the 

speaker's office and the corridors. 

Boutell Bros. of Minneapolis employed the services o:r an 

artist to design ce.rpeting which would. be peculiarly adaptable to 

the retiring room and the House chamber. Sketches prepared by this 

artist were presented to the committee and embodied a motif in the 

design which incorporated the leaves of the trees shown on the frieze 

or the House retiring room. The cai"'peting designed for the House 

chamber was original and, the committee felt, particularly appropri­

ate. The committee was advised that it would cost approximately 

$28,000 to carpet the retiring room, the speaker's office, the rules 

committee, the corridors and the House chamber with carpeting of a 

quality shown to the committee and containing the design prepared 

:pe,rticula.rly for use in the Oapi tol. After some deliberation the 

committee was of the opinion that it would be unwise for the members 

of the committee to undertake expenditure of so large a sum of money 

and, although expressing the feeling that this carpeting was sorely 

needed to improve the acoustics in the House chamber and the general 

appearance of the area occupied by the House of Representatives, 

agreed to refer the whole matter to the coming session of the Legisla­

ture for approval or rejection • 
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The committee recommends, in conformity with the recommend­

ations of the engineers and architects with whom they consulted, that 

some action be ta.ken to carpet the House chrunbe1"', the reti'ring room, 

speaker 1 s office, rules committee and the corridors and that a new 

committee be appointed to select and continue the work undertaken by 

this committee. 

~is committee further recommends that a new committee be 

appointed for the purpose of gathering further information on remodel­

ing and improvement of' the committee rooms and providing air condition­

ing for the committee rooms and the House chamber. A study of these 

matters will take considerable time e.nd while the committee feels 

that these improvements a.re necessary they were unable to gather su:r­

fic1ent information to make a recommendation at this time and there­

fore request that furthe1 .. study be made of these problems. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Datea.: March 15, 1949 


